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A Lovely
Inspiration

By NEHA CHOUDHARI, sophomore
TO THE MANY students of JP Stevens,
life after high school consists of endless
opportunities. Future doctors, scientists, or
even presidents walk the halls of high school
and graduate to achieve their dreams. One
of the many accomplished alumni of this
school is Lea Chen, who graduated JP in
2015 and is currently attending the Wharton
School of Business of the University of
Pennsylvania. She then continued on to
create a fashion line called LoveLea, whose
website, loveleaclothing.com, currently
sells apparel, hats, and other customizable
clothing. Lea’s accomplishments during
and after her high school life continue
to inspire many young students to
take risks in search of their dreams.
Lea always had a passion for fashion
design. Different clothing styles intrigued
her as a young girl and inspired her to create
clothing of her own. Having a mother in
the cosmetic industry also exposed her to
magazines filled with unique styles. As she
entered her teens, Lea became ambitious
and strove to challenge herself when it
came to fashion. “I’ve been into fashion
See CHEN, page 13
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Mr. Baer, the Student Council advisor, crowns senior Cheikh Higgs as the 2016-2017 Mr. JPS.

Justice for Mr. JPS
By KELLY CHEN, junior
JUSTICE WAS SERVED on the night of
February 10, as 12 seniors and juniors
prepared to compete for the title of the
2017 Mr. JPS. The auditorium was filled with
superhero-themed decorations, courtesy of
the Student Council, which had organized the
event. The Special Events Committee worked
hard to make Mr. JPS a successful event by
preparing during the days leading up to the
show. “The week before the show, we filmed

and rehearsed the opening dance every day.
A lot of the decorations, the playbill, talent
acts, and chants were all prepared by the
executive board and the boys beforehand,”
said senior Kammi Law, the Second Vice
President. “It took the work of so many
people to make such a big event possible.”
After junior Gillian Zahn performed the
national anthem, the theme of the show
was introduced with a short video, featuring
seniors Devina Lohani and Shyamala
Subramanian, the hostesses of Mr. JPS. They

Making a Bigger Difference
By DEEKSHA UDUPA, junior
WHILE MANY KNOW about autism as a
mental disorder, not many know about how
our school has fostered a welcoming and
educational environment specifically for
those with autism. In September 2016, JP
Stevens launched its first autism classroom
strictly for those with severe cases of the
disorder. Before this, autistic children
who attended Edison public schools for

Finding Her Voice

elementary and middle school had to go
to another school in a different district for
high school. To avoid this and allow these
teenagers to graduate with the peers they
grew up with, the district decided to have its
own classroom at JP Stevens. Because there
is not a similar program in Edison High
School, all students in need of such a setting
attend the JP Stevens Autism Program.
The district began preparing for this
program during the spring of 2016.

acted as reporters who delivered the news
that Ms. Pawlikowski had been kidnapped
by two Edison High bandits, and it was up
to the contestants of Mr. JPS to save her.
The contenders, who each represented a
different superhero from either Marvel or
DC Comics, had to put their differences
aside in order to save the principal.
The audience was abuzz with anticipation
as the doors of the auditorium opened,
revealing the contestants as they walked
See MR. JPS, page 13

Currently, five students participate in the
program and are from the middle school.
Like the rest of the student body, these
students follow periods and take the core
courses: English, math, science, history, and
physical education. They also have a period
of vocational training, during which they
develop employment skills, and a period
of independent living training, during
which they learn how to appropriately
See AUTISM, page 13

By SRIRAM SRINIVASAN, junior
THOUGH SHE ALWAYS nurtured a
passion for music, former JP student
Moushumi Chitre never had the intention
of being selected to audition and eventually
becoming a contestant on The Voice. She
and her friend, Faraz Khan, filmed a
video of her singing and playing guitar as
a joke only to find out months later that
she had been selected for the preliminary
auditions. Her love for singing and
dedication to the art would soon bear fruit
as she progressed through the competition.
The Voice is a reality television singing
See CHITRE, page 15

MOUSHUMI CHITRE

JP alumna Moushumi Chitre performs at one of her shows after her time
at The Voice.

PAGE 2

Hawkeye

Editorial Staff
  
2016-2017
Editors-in-Chief
Kelly Yu & Courtney Zeng
News Editors
Samarth Patel
Deeksha Udupa
Assistant News Editors
Lekhya Kollu
April Wang
Opinion Editors
Grishma Adenkar
Angela Cao
Michelle Fang
Assistant Opinion Editors
Diana D’Souza
Daniel Zhan
Features Editors
Alicia Kang
Prateek Khandelwal
Michael Wang
Assistant Features Editors
Kylen Bao
Akshata Shukla
Sports Editor
Karen Jiang
Assistant Sports Editors
Eric Li
Grace Wang
Business Managers
Ojas Jangada
Manan Modi
Assistant Manager
Harshi Rasania
Event Chair
Maggie Pan
Creative Department Editor
Alice Fang
Assistant Art Editors
Julia Kim
Elisha Zhao
Assistant Photography
Editor
Aarushi Govil
Advisor
Mr. Louis Andreuzzi
Hawkeye is a forum for
student expression. Published
articles express the views
of their authors, not of the
newspaper. Hawkeye reserves
the right to edit all material.
Please visit our website at
www.jpshawkeye.com for more
content.
Interested in writing,
drawing, or selling for
Hawkeye? Email us at
jpshawkeye@gmail.com.
Published by the students of
John P. Stevens High School
855 Grove Avenue
Edison, NJ 08820

OPINION

APRIL 2017

Milking the Magic Cow
By REBECCA FANG, freshman
THE BOY WHO LIVED. The Chosen One. We
know him as Harry Potter, the protagonist
of J.K. Rowling’s famed seven-novel series.
Published from 1997 to 2007, the Harry
Potter books are a staple of our generation’s
childhood, detailing Harry’s introduction to
a world of magic and his subsequent struggle
against the evil wizard Lord Voldemort. And
for many of us, these books have shaped our
outlooks, teaching us valuable lessons about
family, friends, and love. But how much is
too much? Despite its growing fan base,
the Harry Potter franchise doesn’t need to
continue expanding; its commercialization
will inevitably lead to a
loss of authenticity and
dissatisfied fans.
One of the most
disappointing additions
to the Harry Potter
franchise is none other
than
the stage
play sequel
Har r y
Potter and
the
Cursed C h i l d .
Released in the summer of
2016, The Cursed Child picks up
from where the original series
left off, following Harry’s son
Albus Severus as he begins his first
year at Hogwarts. As much as fans wished
for more when the original series ended,
The Cursed Child is a poor continuation. In
fact, it ruins the ending of the last novel
The Deathly Hallows, where Harry’s
infamous lightning scar becomes dormant
after Voldemort’s defeat at his hands. The
final words of The Deathly Hallows, “All
was well.” have been immortalized by fans
in various forms of merchandise, art, and
even tattoos. However, in The Cursed Child,
a major part of the plot depends on Harry’s
scar causing him pain again, challenging
the iconic ending to the original series.
Reopening the series after almost ten years,
only to ruin a prominent part of the beloved
original series, is more than enough to

disappoint fans, as evidenced by the script’s
mixed reviews. Not to mention that the play
itself is currently only available at the Palace
Theater in London, making it impossible for
most international fans to even experience
it in person.
The recent release of the spin-off movie
Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them,
brings into perspective more problems with
the ever expanding universe of Harry Potter.
Fantastic Beasts follows the adventures of
magical zoologist Newt Scamander in the
United States in 1926. Although the film
was a box office success and earned the
first Academy Award for the Harry Potter
franchise, Rowling’s tales of magic in the
U.S. are poorly researched and culturally
ignorant. On the franchise’s official
site, Pottermore, the blurb
on the American
wizarding school

Ilvermorny
ignores
the role of Native
Americans in American
history, drawing criticism
from Native scholars and historians.
In Rowling’s tale, magic was brought to the
American colonies by an Irish witch escaping
persecution in Europe. Native Americans
are neither mentioned, nor given human
roles. The Pukwudgie, a shape shifting
creature from Wampanoag lore, is used but
only as a supporting role that strengthens
the historical stereotype of “good” Native
Americans serving as guides and interpreters
to white settlers. With Rowling’s incredible
reach and influence over young readers,
her misguided tale of American magic can
only solidify ideas of racialized hierarchies,
despite what appears to be attempts to

canonically extend the world of Harry
Potter to other parts of the globe.
The Harry Potter universe doesn’t just stop
at books and movies: it has theme parks too.
The Wizarding World of Harry Potter, with
locations in Orlando, Japan, and Hollywood,
is supposed to bring to life a world that
previously only existed on pages and on
screens and provide a magical experience
for fans. But seeing something fictional in
real life is disappointing; the environment
created by the park will be different from
the world each reader created in his or her
imagination while experiencing the series.
Magic cannot be added through CG effects
in real life like it can be in films. There is also
no way to recreate the
vastness of
an ancient
Scottish
castle like
Hogwar ts
within the
acreage of
a Disney
resort. The
restrictions
of reality
on
the
richness
of the world
of Harry Potter
only validate
that nothing much comes from expanding
except financial gain.
So the magical world of Harry Potter
isn’t so magical after all. Butterbeer is just
butterscotch-flavored cream soda, and kind
Cedric Diggory became a Death Eater in
a time traveling sequel. Since 1997, the
world of Harry Potter has been enlarged
to include eight movies, a stage play sequel,
an interactive fan website, and even a theme
park. The books themselves have been
translated into 73 languages. But there is
still something undeniably magical about
the world that J.K. Rowling has created, kept
alive not by the efforts of those who profit
from it, but by the loyal fans who still hang
onto every tidbit about the original series.

the outbreak of alternative facts could be
better contained if they remained confined
to their obscure Facebook political groups
or are not sporadically shared on the web by
uninformed people.
The President of the United States himself
is now using “alternative news” to support
all of his outlandish claims and go against
the media. The term “alternative facts” was
coined by Trump’s White House Counselor,
Kellyanne Conway. Since she confirmed
the inauguration turnout statistics, these
“alternative facts” have been springing up
very frequently in Trump’s rhetoric. He has
made many claims that are refuted by the
mainstream media, such as his statement
that global warming is a Chinese hoax. More
famously, he made up a terrorist attack in
Sweden called the Bowling Green Massacre
and stated that he had a “landslide victory.”
While it is extremely concerning that the
leader of our nation is making such claims
that clearly contradict proven science and
reputable news sources, what is even more
concerning is that he seems to be waging a
war on the mainstream media, instead of just
advocating his own “alternative facts.” A
longtime Trump aide stated that Trump and
his aides are “planting a flag, saying they’re
not going to tolerate [the unfairness of the
mainstream media].” They feel as if they are
under siege from unfair reporters, who want
to “delegitimize” Trump. In fact, on February
24, a press briefing in the White House
denied access to several news organizations,
including the New York Times, CNN, and

BBC, and instead chose news organizations
with biased views leaning toward Trump
to attend the briefing. This is just the
unpleasant beginning of Trump’s “war on
media” and his expanded use of “alternative
facts.” The “corrupt media” that Trump is
opposed to is composed of honest, working
men and women who are simply reporting
the truth to other people. Instead of dealing
with differing viewpoints, Trump and his
aides advocate “alternative facts” to make
themselves out to be the underdogs fighting
against a vicious, lying media. However, the
fact that there are websites that highlight
the lies and misinformation that Trump has
spread just shows that his statements are
simply falsehoods.
This new political “movement” only
propels alternative media onto the center
stage. With conspiracy theories gaining
a large following after 9/11 and various
political scandals, Trump’s use of illegitimate
sources to provide evidence for “facts” is
only skewing people’s visions of reality and
paving the way for a society that is based
on bold claims. While fake news has and
always will exist on social media and on
the internet, the use of it to cite “facts” by
the White House is extremely dangerous.
This will continue to create many divisions
between the mainstream media and fake
news sources, between believers of each
news outlet, and between those whose love
for rationality trumps their love for their
president and those whose love for Trump
trumps their love for rationality.

Alternatively Speaking
By SARA DAVE, junior

IN TODAY’S WORLD, there are many
alternative media sources available. This
makes it hard to distinguish which events are
truly facts and which are mere exaggerations.
Facts generally are held as true by the majority
and are supported by solid evidence. Much
of the popular media is based off of true
facts, located on reliable news websites, and
often backed with proof. Recently, however,
smaller news outlets have been providing
news that contradicts the facts generally
supported by the mainstream media.
These media outlets refer to themselves
as “alternative news” and claim, in some
cases, that the mainstream media is corrupt,
biased, and that the government is hiding
too much information from the public.
While it may be tempting to believe these
bold accusations, these websites should not
be trusted. Many sites are located on the
extremities of the political spectrum and
brandish the false reportings on the outlet
as “alternative facts.” Over the years, these
outlets have been growing in size, fueled by
shares on social media such as Facebook
and Twitter. These social media shares are
potent, as more than half of Americans
get their news from social media. It is easy
to see then why such an incorrect form of
news spreads so rapidly among people, and
it is even easier to see why these people, the
majority of whom do not check legitimate
news sources, would blindly believe what
they read in a sketchy online article. Perhaps
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Firing Up Gun Education

Prom

WHEN THE WORD “gun” is mentioned
anywhere, people immediately proceed
with caution. Guns, the symbol of power
and violence, are dangerous—they have the
power to end a person’s life instantly. Guns
are in more than a third of all households
in the United States, posing a very real
danger to Americans, especially children. In
fact, a majority of the 20,000 child-related
shootings that occur annually take place in
the home. Although improved legislation is
already being passed to keep guns out of the
hands of dangerous people, this is only part
of the solution to reduce shootings. When
it comes to child-related shootings, however,
we cannot simply rely on Congress. Instead,
we should teach gun safety measures at the
school level. Teaching children about the
reality of guns allows children to eliminate
their fear over guns, while preparing them
for situations in which they may encounter
one.
Typically, gun safety education programs
try to make children cautious around
firearms in the hopes of preventing
accidents and situations involving firearms
altogether. However, this is not the right
approach. Fear can make children anxious,
worried, and unsure when coming in contact
with guns. When children are scared, they
tend to make mistakes; they may improperly
handle such weapons, which may potentially
lead to catastrophic accidents. It is better if
children develop a stable understanding of
weapons and how to stay safe around them,
rather than learning to be scared of them.
In states with high gun ownership rates,
it is imperative that children have a more
developed outlook on guns. Kids who are
unfamiliar with guns are more likely to play

ROSE PETALS FLUTTER to the ground
softly, dancing in the breeze. A harpist strums
her instrument in the background - she is
playing a piece composed by Grandjany.
A tall and handsome figure kneels on the
ground; the girl opens her mouth in a gesture
of surprise. In a movement as practiced
as time, he flips open the top of the box
with his thumb and asks what we all know
he will ask: “I know this is just a little bit
cheesy, but will you go to prom with me?”
The adjourning crowd of fellow peers goes
wild with supportive cheers and shouts. The
boy adjusts the pizza box to the side of his
body so that he can give his prom date the
typical awkward and unpracticed hug. Their
surrounding friends snap pictures on their
phones that will later become the subject of
frenzied hallway whispers and social media
scrutiny.
No singular event has “HIGH SCHOOL”
stamped across its forehead as blatantly as
promposals do. In these sweetly awkward,
memorably cringey, and ultimately adorable
affairs, teens on the brink of adulthood
practice romance in the only way they know
how—with fun puns, delicious treats, and
supportive, loving friends. With prom being
a uniquely American feature and a classic
coming-of-age ritual, various teenagers of
all nationalities, races, ages, sexualities, and
genders are able to cross the same thing
off of their unique high school bucket lists
—taking part in a quirky, entertaining, and
memorable promposal. Through exposure
on social media, non-traditional scenarios
allow homosexual and transgender couples
to showcase their affection alongside more
conventional couples. In standardizing the
method with which students creatively invite
each other to prom, promposals become
a way of levelling the playing field when it
comes to all high school couples enjoying
the experience of being young, happy, and
in love.
The lighthearted success of promposals
also hinges heavily on the brevity of
their outcome. The hard work put into a
promposal is difficult to ruin - whether or
not a couple stays romantically linked after
prom and high school has no effect on the
pure sweetness and innocence of the high
school memory. As the New York Times
writes on prom, “Marriage is forever.
Prom is just a dance.” Unlike a marriage
proposal, the story ends at prom; there is no
opportunity for the experience to be spoiled
after the night is over.
Of course, like all trends, there is a
balance to be upheld. Students who try to
outdo each other by using overly flamboyant,
unnecessary, and expensive methods (for
example, the boy on YouTube who bought a
Ferrari for his prom date) misunderstand the
purpose and significance of a promposal.
Some students will take the challenge
of creating the “perfect promposal” too
seriously, and overspend or overplan, despite
their good intentions. A promposal is not a
competition; there is no one to beat since
the prom date is the only one who needs
to be impressed. Some promposals have
puns, some don’t; some involve presents,
some don’t; some are romantic, some aren’t.
Simply put, a creatively-represented, public
display of affection captures the entertaining
ideology of a promposal at its best: prom is
an event for love, not for spectacle, glamor,
or competition.
Ultimately, promposals are a trend that
will fit right in with the mold of time-periodspecific high school events, similar to the
way we think of strawberry milkshakes at
neon-lit diners or even young girls wearing
whalebone hoop skirts. Hazily sweet, the
memories that this culturally-American
ritual creates will soon have an essence of
nostalgia.

By RICHARD YE, junior

with them and pull the trigger, potentially
injuring themselves or others. But for those
who grow up with guns or who are trained
in firearms safety, they are better prepared.
They may not know everything there is to
know, but they’ve been exposed to guns
enough not only to respect them, but also to
be careful around them.
Opponents of gun safety education argue
that gun safety courses tend to glamorize
guns by making them seem like something
you will only encounter when you are an
adult. They suggest that, if you tell a child
about the issue, they will be tempted to own a
gun more than ever, to share the same power
that adults wield. However, if even lower
level education schools around the country
teach children about sexual education and
drugs, why can’t they teach children about
gun violence? After all, it is incontestable
that guns are just as dangerous as drugs
and sexually transmitted diseases. Bringing
awareness to gun safety will prevent children
from being tempted to handle firearms,
because they will understand the dangers
that come with doing so.
As the nation with the most guns on the
planet, we must establish a knowledge of
gun safety early on. Although none of us
believe we will ever be in a situation with
a gun involved, gun violence is an issue
that anyone might have to deal with. What
happens when you hear gunshots? What
happens when someone really aims a gun
at your head? What happens when a gun
is aimed at your child? Many people do
not know how to react in these situations
because they have not been properly given
the training early on. Offering gun safety
courses in school is, therefore, necessary to
help children mentally prepare and carry on
this awareness as they grow into adults.

Winning a Loser’s Medal
By ADITI KALLA, junior

IN THE CORNER of my room, a cluster
of assorted medals and awards sit quietly,
collecting dust. The tall, golden trophies
and colorful ribbons hardly mean anything
to me; I’ve seen the same awards in the
bedrooms of many others. At the end of
every competition, a certain ritual always
seems to take place. Participation trophies
are handed out to every competitor, while
the phrase “everyone’s a winner” is repeated
over and over again. As a young child, I
believed these words, mistakenly accepting
them as the truth. Only now have I realized
what little truth that phrase really holds.
In our quest for high self-confidence,
our society has adopted a method of
excessive, unwarranted acclaim to make
children feel like they have always
accomplished something, even
when they really have not.
These participation trophies
and medals, in fact, have a
dangerous impact on the
developing minds of
children.
In modern times,
trophies and awards
are basically
s o u ve n i r s.
They serve
as tokens
to remind
students of an experience, rather
than representing any actual achievement.
However, using trophies for this purpose
takes away the intrinsic value of an award
and diminishes a trophy’s importance to
children. Where is the motivation for a child
to try to excel, if they already have his or
her trophy and praise? If we are all already
“winners,” what is the point of working
harder? This method of unreasonable praise
only encourages mediocrity, not excellence.

Furthermore, the achievements of deserving
students are trivialized when they are given
the same recognition as those who are not
so deserving. Trophies are meant to serve as
recognition of accomplishment. By taking
away the true purpose of an award and
handing them out to everyone, one might as
well start calling them party favors instead.
When the same trophy is given out to
every single player or participant, the idea
that “everyone’s a winner” is imposed,
creating an unhealthy expectation of acclaim
for minimal effort. One
of
the
main justifications for
participation
trophies is
the

“confidence” that it gives
children, rather than the despair
they would feel for not placing. However,
participation trophies do the opposite,
creating a false notion in the heads of
children that they deserve to be rewarded
for even the smallest ounce of effort.
This feeling of entitlement among youth
is often mistaken for high self-esteem and
confidence, but they are hardly the same.
Children grow up, expecting ribbons and
gold stars for showing up to work or

completing a task. Unfortunately, they are in
for a harsh reality check. The “self-esteem”
that participation trophies give kids is utterly
fragile, and will shatter with age. Real,
solid self-confidence stems from real work
and real accomplishment, two things that
participation trophies strongly discourage.
When we receive trophies and awards for
mere participation, we are being deprived
of something much more valuable: the
experience of failure. Defeat is an inevitable
part of life; learning to cope with it and
even benefit from it is an essential skill that
all students should develop. Participation
awards instill the notion that failure is
horrible and that we should hope to never
experience it. But students must realize
that failure is okay and that they they
should learn from their mistakes.
Participation trophies distort the
minds of young students,
leaving them hopelessly
unprepared for the
bitter reality of their
future.
Ultimately, we need to
learn to work hard for
the best things in
life, and contests
are an excellent
medium for
teaching
us how
to do so.
Competition
and failure are integral
aspects of our future, which is why it is
paramount that we learn how to handle them
now. However, participation awards take
away the challenge, competition, and failure
that comes with a contest, falsely promising
us that “we are all winners.” But life itself
is a contest. Competition is what drives us
to excellence, and it should be embraced
rather than subdued. Leave the participation
trophies behind. Let’s aim higher.

By ANGELA CAO, junior
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Humor is Mightier than the Sword
By ANJALI MADGULA, senior
WHETHER IT’S Saturday Night Live’s Forrest
Gump spin-off on Sean Spicer or Trevor
Noah’s hilarious commentary on President
Trump’s wiretapping accusations, humor is
inarguably the most effective and influential
weapon of the modern world. During this
past presidential election, humor was a
major factor in swaying people’s stances on
most of the candidates. While shows like
Saturday Night Live did not have to try very
hard to find humorous material within the
political turmoil that was unfolding, people
almost began to view shows such as SNL
and Comedy Central as much more reliable
news sources than traditional newspapers
and channels, such as ABC or NBC. While
particularly moving stories can garner mass
support for a cause, humor resonates in a

drastically different way with a much wider
audience and educates the masses about real
political and social issues.
In a world where news is always competing
with social media to catch a reader’s time
and attention, humor may be one of the few
ways to mass educate citizens on current
political matters. In my AP Government
class, we often watch humorous SNL skits
and political parodies that help us understand
our class material more deeply. This also
aides us in easily understanding concepts,
and encourages us to truly comprehend the
complex political issues of today. After all,
we most definitely retain information better
in the form of a humorous joke, rather than
bland facts and figures from a textbook. An
example of someone who embraces this
power of humor adeptly is comedian Sammy
Obeid, who takes from his background as a
Middle-Eastern man living
in the United States to relay
his personal experiences in
a unique and entertaining
way, by telling funny
but
surprisingly
deep jokes and
stories. His dark but

ridiculously entertaining jokes make sharp
social commentary on racism and cultural
ignorance. Through shared laughter, we
are taking our arguments and differences
and investing them in comedy, which is
undoubtedly a much better alternative to
physical outbreaks and violence.
However, there is the tricky issue of
maintaining an unspoken level of political
correctness when telling jokes. Of course,
some things are simply downright offensive
when said to certain groups of people, but
it is often the very ignorance of a joke that
creates the deepest humor. We have all
experienced this type of sheepish laughter
at a particularly scandalous joke. As long
as a joke does not spur hatred or violence,
humor does not always have to be politically
correct. In fact, if we can laugh at feigned
ignorance as shown in the media but
condemn it in reality, then we can
absolutely strike a perfect balance.
Through poking fun at each other
and at ourselves, we truly
open ourselves up
to the diversity
of the
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human learning experience. We learn
to understand each other and complex,
individual, humanistic situations by getting
in touch with the parts of us that are the
most human.
Humor inarguably brings people together.
For example, The Onion does an excellent
job of using satire to not only poke fun
at politics, but also everyone and anyone.
Their hilarious titles range from “Scientists
Announce Shrimp Just As Dumb as They
Thought” to “Mom Packs Encouraging
Note in Own Lunch.” This new highly
popular form of humor that thrives on
laughing at ourselves and the more obscure
subtleties of our lives is powerful in bringing
people together and using lighthearted ideas
in a refreshing spunky way. You can often
find that colleges create meme pages with
specific humor and jokes that apply to
the experience of going to their school
or that Computer Science majors have
groups to share jokes about coding
and STEM related issues. By sharing
humor we let each other know that we
are going through the same struggles
and experiences and that no one
is alone.
Laughter is contagious, so it
is no surprise that jokes spread
like wildfire across the
internet. That wildfire is
equipped with the power
to extinguish ignorance
and keep America in
tune with modern day
political news. Therefore,
as long as we take necessary
precautions by drawing a line
between humor and reality,
humor can prevail.
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The Right to Write
By ANDREW SHEN, political columnist

AS WE LIVE IN a democracy with the
core value of liberty, it is no surprise that
we greatly value our freedom of the press.
With the proliferation of media markets and
news stations, people all over the country
have unfettered access to information,
and can tune in to whichever source they
choose, knowing that it is usually reliable.
However, the media has recently come under
constant attack for reporting with excessive
negative bias by important figures, such as
President Trump. Despite perceptions that
the mainstream media is unfair toward
Trump, all presidents have received negative
coverage in the past. It is simply necessary,
and preventing it would be undemocratic.
Trump’s attacks against the media are
unreasonable and threaten to undermine the
central principles of our nation.
Every president before Trump faced
coverage of his policies, whether positive
or negative, in order to ensure relative
fairness and objectivity. Where was the
outrage when Obama received criticism
for ineffectual policies? Because Trump’s
policies have had some deleterious effects,
they have been covered largely in the

media. However, his supporters’ accusations
that the media holds an inherent bias against
Trump is wrong. If the media were to solely
report on Trump’s policies in a positive
light, the media would not be doing its job
of educating the populace and promoting
objectivity. In fact, the American news media
would resemble that of an authoritarian state.
Not to mention, all presidents have received
some form of negative coverage, even the
most popular ones. To put it directly, Trump
should not expect preferential treatment by
the media just because he is president.
The freedom of the press in America is
generally understood to prevent government
interference with the dissemination of
opinions and information, except in
cases of defamation. Traditional media
sources are neither defaming Trump nor
suggesting that he committed something
majorly treasonous or unpatriotic. Although
the media has criticized Trump, which is
acceptable and even necessary at times, it
has not yet done anything extreme enough
to be considered libel or slander. Late night
shows such as Saturday Night Live that parody
Trump are not staging direct attacks against
him either. Just because some news channels
and Trump have opposing political views
does not mean that Trump can vilify them
for not ungrudgingly going along with his
every action. We have seen this pattern of
Trump’s opposition being delegitimized
not just through the news media, but also
with the judiciary system. Trump directly
attacked the Supreme
Court when it
did not

comply with his immigration order, even
though the decision did not violate any laws
and abided to the Constitution.
Although many journalists do seem
overly critical of Trump, it is not completely
their fault considering how Trump threatens
to violate not only their employment and
credibility, but also the entire fabric of
American society. When news channels
reported that the inauguration turnout was
lower for Trump than Obama, Trump’s
team accused them of fabricating facts, and
even dubbing some as “fake news.” The
continual doublespeak and attacks on the
press by Trump’s team are malignant and are
much more serious than what their effects
on the surface would suggest. By claiming
that objective news reports are wrong and
propagating their own “alternative facts,”
the Trump administration sets a dangerous
example for Americans. Once the truth
is questioned and no longer believed in
fervently, the credibility of the news media is
completely shattered. As history has shown
us, too much trust in the media allows
people’s minds to be easily manipulated.
Consider communist North Korea where
the media brainwashes its citizens to revere
Kim Jong Un. Although it is good to look
at things from both sides and to question
news to some degree, the false belief that
truths are falsehoods and vice versa is
extremely detrimental to the operations
of American politics and society as a
whole.

The Over-Pressing Press
By YATI SANGHVI, political columnist
THE FIRST AMENDMENT grants everyone
the right to freedom of speech and press.
However, journalists today take this
interpretation of the First Amendment to
new extremes when they verbally abuse the
actions of our new president. This freedom,
despite its liberal nature, does not justify the
attacks on Trump by traditional reporters.
It is the duty of these journalists to report
both sides of the story objectively. Only
then can the reader formulate his or her
own opinion. When credible news sources
such as CNN report with bias, however,
there is a problem. They hurt the citizens,
who rely on so-called unbiased sources
because their views are being shaped by
only half the story. It is detrimental to the
Trump administration because it cannot
take any action without a constant storm of
attacks. Never before has a president had to
deal with the kind of slander and defamation
that Trump deals with on a constant basis. It
is not wrong to have an opinion, but it is
wrong to express that opinion in a place for
facts.
There’s no question that the media
has been relentlessly targeting President
Trump. On the same website, for every
article praising Trump for his actions, there
are ten more criticizing him. This kind
of utterly hateful and biased reporting

is unprecedented. However, it has been
this way since the beginning of Trump’s
campaign nearly two years ago. Everything
he said was justifiably scrutinized by the
press, but the only thing ever talked about
was the bad. Nevertheless, the silent majority
saw through the media bias, and Trump
won the election. The fact that he won the
election even with all the bias against him in
the media is an unprecedented phenomenon
in and of itself. And yet, even after his
victory, he is still attacked by an endless
stream of negative press. Trump made his
first address to Congress, in a speech that
many have called inspiring, unifying, and
truly presidential. It was a nice shift in tone
from his previous aggression and stubborn
mindset, calling for bipartisan efforts at
making a change. Regardless, the media still
managed to find little slivers of his speech to
criticize or used his subtle changes of tone as
an opportunity to criticize his past. Indeed,
as Governor of Arkansas, Mike Huckabee,
has suggested, even if Trump could walk
on water, the media would criticize him for
being unable to swim. For a long time, the
press has failed and failed again to give our
new president fairness and respect in their
reporting, instead opting to find the weak
links in his character to exploit and reveal.
When reading or watching the news,
people are not looking for the opinions
of others. They’re looking for the facts to

base their own opinions on. Instead, news
today is full of half-truths and unnecessary
bias. It is not always obvious because of the
subtle way bias is presented, but many news
sources don’t just overtly criticize Trump.
There are many articles out there that seem
to be legitimate reporting, when in reality
there is crucial information deliberately
left out of them. This is the worst kind of
media bias because it is the least noticeable
yet the most effective. It makes readers think
they’re formulating their own opinion, but in
reality, they’re not. A great example of this
is the coverage of Trump’s “unprecedented
Muslim travel ban.” The reporting about
this executive order was skewed, due to
the lack of three very important pieces
of information: One, it was not a ban on
Muslims but a ban on Middle-Eastern
countries that were Muslim-majority. Two, it
wasn’t even a ban but a 90-day moratorium.
Three, it was not at all unprecedented.
In fact, the Obama administration had
suggested a similar temporary ban for an
even longer period of time. But did most of
the press mention any of these three points?
Of course not, because this information
would make Trump seem less controversial.
Regardless of personal opinions on this
executive order, it was the duty of the
press to report all the information, not just
a part of it. Instead, the media portrayed
Trump in the worst light they could without
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As Americans, it is imperative that we
uphold our civic responsibility to maintain
and protect our democratic ideals and
freedoms. Trump’s opposition to the news
media, even for objective reports, threatens
the operations of our society and free
discourse of our government. Journalists
should be allowed to operate within their
given freedom of the press, not to mention
expect not to be attacked and questioned
for reporting actual statistics. We pride
our society for its propensity to listen to
everyone’s viewpoints on an issue despite
our own preference on the matter at hand.
The news media and Trump should show
mutual respect for each other in this regard,
and understand that the criticism of both
sides is meant to be constructive. Trump
and the media can denounce each other,
but a line is crossed when Trump suggests
the media is subversive and unreliable,
especially given his wide and forceful
influence on the opinions of the nation’s
population. Criticism can be beneficial and
even necessary—understanding is necessary
for improvement. As long as they are not
advocating for anything unconstitutional,
which has not been done so far, the
journalists are operating within their bounds.

sounding opinionated, attempting to turn
public opinion against him without even
formulating a public opinion.
The misleading and biased nature of
the media in its coverage is harmful to not
only the Trump administration but also to
the American people. While not all news
is guilty of this, a vast number of websites
and channels both blatantly and subtly
show bias in their coverage. It is common
knowledge that the majority of journalists
are liberals, but that does not mean they can
or should express their political views in
everything they report. As a result, people
do not get full access to all the information
and they do not get the chance to think for
themselves, without outside influence. The
Trump administration also suffers because
the majority of people’s opinions are based
on the negative opinions that journalists
voice. It is no wonder that the majority of
Americans are mistrustful and have a very
negative opinion toward the media. Credible
news sources are supposed to either state
that an article or report is biased or not
show any political bias at all. The American
people are being spoon-fed with opinions
and are not going to learn to make their own
opinions if the press continues to publish
the stories they do today. While it is certainly
the right of the press to report freely, it is
also the responsibility of the press to report
factually.
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DIY-not?: What to do with all of that college mail
By GLO TRINIDAD, sophomore

  IF YOU’VE ALREADY taken your PSATs,
then the Great Flood has likely begun.
Colleges have gobbled up your test scores
and have begun spamming you with enough
mail to destroy a small forest. Envelopes
rain out of your mailbox and slowly stack
up in the corner as you give up on reading
the generic introduction, “Dear [insert
name here], We’ve noticed that you’re a
very [compliment], [flattery] student—just
the kind of student we’re interested in. Are
you ready to become a [insert school mascot
here]?” Instead of letting this mail rot away
like you normally do, put all of that college
spam to use with these 21 beginner DIYs.
If you’re low on cash and have time to
spare, follow these simple DIYs and cut
down on school supply costs. Make sure
that you pay close attention to the next few
suggestions, as they will leaving you with
more money to spend on Chipotle (what
really matters in your life). Specifically, you
could print your college application essays
on the backs of the letters schools send
you; just hope that no one turns the pages
over. Or, try cutting off the sticky envelope
seals and never buy Scotch tape again. You
could even use the sharp edges of the paper
as a knife and cutting board for chopping
vegetables. You’d be saving money AND the
environment.
Why waste time trudging through
enormous furniture stores like IKEA when
you’ve got all of the raw material you need
to make your very own chairs and tables at
home? Build your own origami furniture
using all the free paper provided to you
through college mail! If you are confused
on how to start this task, I suggest preparing
yourself by watching Youtube videos on
creating modern paper furniture. If you
cannot find any (the demand in this industry
seems to be rather low), then you can be the
first to aid all the poor people who lack the
convenience of paper furniture in their lives.
Using this strategy is a completely logical
and not at all time-consuming method to get
rid of your college mail.
High school students most definitely have
stress to spare. Release some of that pent

up inner stress without paying for therapy
OR committing a crime! Use the letters as
kindling for a bonfire of your high school
textbooks and papers when you graduate. If
you’re feeling especially daring, replace the
college letters with Harry Potter’s Hogwarts
acceptance letters and shove them down
a bothersome neighbor’s chimney (note:
Hawkeye is not responsible for and trauma
or damage inflicted upon the neighbor or
their property).
Remember the days when being petty
was a bad thing? What dark, dark days…
Now we can all openly appreciate our daily
doses of shade
on
Instagram
and Twitter. Use
your
college
mail in order to
combine two
of the hottest
Insta-trends
right
here:
pettiness and
DIYs.
Take
your letters and
fold a ninja star
arsenal
which
can mildly injure
your unsuspecting friends
whenever they try to steal
food from your plate. Or,
if you’re a pacifist, but still
want to get back at your
friends for mistreating you,
cut out a Flat Stanley army to
chill with when your friends
go out without you. Even
though these friends are
a little quiet, they’re pretty
sharp and can light up a room
at a moment’s notice (and
a little gasoline). Make sure
to put your adventures with
your newfound crew on your
Snap Story and Instagram
so that your friends can feel
appropriately guilty and worried
for your mental state. If your aim
is to get back at the sources of
the mail rather than your friends,
scratch out the addresses on letters
from different colleges and send

them back to each other so that they too can
understand how unecessary their spam is.
If you’re still reading this article, you’ve
clearly got too much time on your hands.
Embrace your extra-ness with these simple
DIYs. You could make a college spam mail
collage and sell it to a modern art museum. If
you see what passes for art these days, you’ll
know that your chances of being successful
in this endeavor are
actually
pretty good.
Feel like
celebrating?

and geometry is required. After all, how
can one parallel park if one does not know
what making structures parallel entails? And
right-triangle trig can be an absolute lifesaver
when deciding how to run the shortest
possible distance across the field in gym
class. Clearly, math class holds a good sine of
being beneficial in the long run.
What about history? What good comes
from examining the past for patterns just to
use as syntheses on your AP exam? Social
studies happens to host a wide array of
relevant lessons that you already implement
into your personal experiences. For one, learn
from previously made mistakes! If you lost a
dollar the last time you tried to buy a snack
from the vending machine, find another
vending machine, not another dollar. If you
burned yourself while checking whether the
water on the stove was boiling or not, maybe
you want to avoid doing that again. If having
six wives didn’t work out so well for Henry
VIII, it is likely to go the same for you. For
another, do not try to control the intentions
of others—this could potentially lead to
revolution. If you have ever attempted to tell
your siblings what to do, you can probably
relate: trying to command them only makes
them more rebellious and defiant. History
has taught you that sometimes you are better
off using persuasion or forming peaceful
treaties with the enemy. Of course, the best
part about history is that it can make for a

great bedtime story, or even a lullaby: “In the
summer of 1492, Columbus sailed the ocean
blue…”
But that’s not all. English class, during
which you are taught the art of language,
can be the difference between life and death.
Literature holds the keys to so many secrets,
so pay close attention to the novels you
read in class, for each has a hidden meaning
with a deeper purpose. For example, never
trust clever pigs, as learned in Animal Farm,
or things could go from bad to worse.
What happens to the ducks in the winter?
Catcher in the Rye has the answer, or at least
someone who thinks they are just a bunch
of “phonies.” Lord of the Flies teaches the
dangers of leaving a bunch of children to
fend for themselves, while Ethan Frome is
a good reminder of why good dinnerware
should be left alone, lest a cat knock it
down. Meanwhile, reading Shakespeare will
allow you become a sophisticated, elegant
speaker in any conversation—or at least
make you seem so as you start using words
you Googled the night before. Every lesson
is priceless; pay attention even when reading
the Scarlet Letter, and you will be sure to get
an “A.”
And perhaps most relevant to the
uncertainties that plague your mind today
would be the sciences. Biology, chemistry,
physics—after hours of class and a few
more of lab, science safety has become a way

A True Learning Experience
By HARSHITA JAIN, junior
ROTATING CONICS. SHAY’S Rebellion.
The Krebs cycle. Sonnet composition. This
list of seemingly obscure words can go
on endlessly, but what do they all have in
common? They are all part of the barrage of
topics you are exposed to and taught every
single day at JP. In fact, you learn so many
of these abstract subjects that you often
find yourself wondering: When will I ever
use this? Is this applicable to my life? As it
turns out, a high school education may have
more practical uses than you would have
ever imagined.
Math, for example, is essential to the
activities you may consider routine and
mundane. All those addition and subtraction
problems you have been carrying out
since kindergarten have sharpened your
computational skills and are actually used
with quite often in the real world. A little
mental math can come in handy when
figuring out how much your average is going
to drop after that last history exam. Learning
about the values of every single penny,
nickel, dime, and quarter you encounter will
prove to be extremely useful when trying to
beat the other classes in the Penny Wars, or
when buying yet another Gertrude Hawk
chocolate bar. As for more advanced math,
there are still other situations in which a
complete understanding of trigonometry

Roll the letters into cones for party hats
for when you (hopefully) get accepted
into colleges without ever once reading or
responding to those letters. (hopefully) get
accepted into colleges without ever once
reading or responding to those letters. And
if any of your guests questions why their hat
has the name of a university written all over
it, just explain that you are trying to recycle
paper; after all, no one can argue with you if
you are saving the earth. If you
need a family-friendly
game to host at the
party, you could
print out extra
Monopoly money
on the backs of
the letters. No one
can say that you’re
cheating if they don’t
catch you sneaking
the fake money out of
your sleeves.
If you’re really bored, fold 1000
paper cranes and ask the wishgranting Japanese gods to grant you
three wishes. At least you could say
that this is kind of productive in the
goal of securing your future—no one
can say you didn’t do any work. Or, if
you’re still in denial, procrastinate on
meeting the consequences of your
procrastination by cocooning
yourself beneath a pile of halfopened college spam mail.
Whether you’re just bored or
running out of space to stack
your college letters, all that spam
can be transformed into anything
you desire. Take the stress out of
college decisions and planning by
just turning these letters into a
sturdy little ottoman instead! Or,
get vengeance on one of your
annoying neighbors by filling
their chimney with hundreds of
those annoying letters! Trust
me, turning your problems
into mini furniture is the best
way to deal with them; after
all, how can the college mail
bother you if you’re sitting on
it?

of life. Not reading labels, for instance, can
be quite consequential, because chocolate
brownies do not turn out the same when you
use baking soda instead of baking powder.
Another extremely important to keep in
mind when heading to the locker rooms: do
not smell, but waft. A dangerously potent
solution of sweat and dirty clothes could
prove hazardous if directly encountered.
Ecological changes are another phenomenon
that can be directly observed; in fact, the
effects of rapid deforestation in the Amazon
have already reached Edison, evident in the
lack of paper in the copy room. Only one
walk through the hallways will be enough
to reaffirm your knowledge that population
growth is becoming a serious issue. Newton’s
laws, forever instilled in your brain, will
remind you that this mystical attraction
called gravity causes things to return to the
Earth. No matter what you think might
happen, never try this out with your mom’s
china. Or your MacBook, for that matter.
The next time you are carrying out
polynomial long division or memorizing the
names of the United States presidents, put
your heart and soul into it and really try to
learn all that you can. After all, if you keep an
open-minded perspective, you will always be
learning, no matter where you are in life. So
try to appreciate your academic experiences
because you never know if that information
could come in handy!
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Hollywood Horrors
By NATHANIEL MUMAU, sophomore
WHY FEED a starving person, when you
could instead invest that money into a
colossal blockbuster Hollywood production?
After all, people tend to die after 80 years
or so; even less, if you’re starving. On the
other hand, movies live on for generations
to come, as spectacles passed from one
appreciative viewer to the next. However,
if we’re going to invest so much time and
money into these productions, it would not
seem like too much to ask for the movie to
be “good”—as in, not an abysmal dump
of pure eyeball-torture and brain matter
liquefaction. Besides, Hollywood careers and
American pride are built on making these
films. The general hope is that people will
lay down a buck or two to sit in chairs used
by countless filthy strangers before them
to watch some sort of cinematographic
masterpiece.
Unfortunately, calling a movie “good” is
subjective—meaning it is based on opinions.
You, me, the guy with a rare, contagious
disease who sat in your theater seat before
you—we all have opinions on what we think
is swell and what we think is trash. In fact, in
this very newspaper you are reading, there is
a whole section committed to articles about
random people and their opinions. Opinions
are important, and when voiced in unison,
can inspire change—or produce movies.
Take a classic movie from American
history, for instance: Transformers. Why
do Transformers movies keep being made?
Because some people have come to expect
action and sci-fi movies to have explosions.
And thankfully, Transformers movies are
90% explosions. The average moviegoer has
come to reward with acclaim and applause
these movies such as Transformers that
meet their low expectations, which compels
producers to make more horrible movies
and continue the negative feedback loop ad
nauseam.
One particular consequence of loving bad
movies and allowing exploding garbage like
Transformers to gross over a billion dollars

is that everybody’s fooled: Hollywood, the
people who watch these movies, and even
you. Bad movies succeed commercially
because the town goof tells his buddies
that the movie is “pretty good, probably
even better in 3-D!” Even worse, the next
batch of films is preened to be just as
mediocre (if not worse) as those before it
because Mr. Knucklehead liked it, and there
happens to be a few hundred thousand
of him. Remember Batman v. Superman?
Al Roker personally rated it a six out of
five. Remember Suicide Squad? There are
Youtube videos longer than the movie itself
rightfully explaining why Suicide Squad is a
dumpster oozing pus and moldy bananas—
yet, it still somehow won an Oscar. If you go
on the Internet Movie Database (IMDb) and
you navigate to the Suicide Squad page, you
will see in big bold letters “One Oscar win,”
there for all eternity and future generations
to frown upon.
Every single movie has its most fanatic
fans and crude critics.
Think of the
worst movie
you have
ever seen;
the movie
that
made
you want to
throw up and
attempt your
own lobotomy.
Look it up on
IMDb. Read
the User Reviews. I’ll bet you
my life and a chicken sandwich
that there are at least three viewers
who have the gall to give whatever
nightmare of filmmaking you’ve
looked up a “10/10, would watch over
and over again!”
Now, some of you (those who insist
on arguing that Suicide Squad is a good
movie because they personally found
imaginary joy where the saner population
saw insufferable darkness) will probably
say, “If you think they’re bad, just don’t
watch them. No one’s forcing you to

care.” But the ramifications of our movie
choices extend far beyond the duration
of our mortal lives. You know how our
knowledge of ancient cultures is based off of
hieroglyphs and scribblings that we discover
on stone slabs and clay bowls? The clay
bowls and stone slabs of our modern society
are movies. Countless insults to humanity
such as Suicide Squad will be preserved
for generations of our future descendants
to see because of those
incessant
whiners who loved to say,
“I think
it’s a good movie! It’s just
my honest opinion!” Well,
these “honest opinions”
are going to make future
archaeologists
scratch their
heads and
chuckle,

A Proper English Education
By SAMHITHA SAIBA, sophomore
AMONG THE GREAT many epidemics
that plague our nation today, from political
sectionalism to Glee reruns, one in particular
stands out from the rest: the lack of a proper
English education. The rigid structure
that used to make up the glorious English
language has essentially been tossed down
the drain by recent generations. It’s almost as
if language changes over time or whatever.
Despite what some radical and, frankly,
illiterate Features writers may try to tell you,
we must fight to ensure that the English
language will not become overshadowed
by a culture of slang and hooligan-speak.
Clearly, we have to pay more attention in
English class.
You may be asking yourself, “What is
the point of paying attention in English
class?” To that one might respond, “You
live in America, fool.” However, to phrase
it properly, I would instead reply, “This is an
English speaking country, you simple-minded
twit.” Believe it or not, snippets of English
class curriculum are actually present in your
everyday life. Take hyperboles, for example.
They’re literally everywhere! Just think back
to the last time you said you cried buckets of
tears over a bad grade, or you stayed up for
a week straight working on a group project.
Though the ability to recognize literary
devices in ordinary encounters may not seem
very important, it helps you immensely in
your everyday conversations. Just imagine if

you didn’t know how to detect your friend’s
biting sarcasm through context and tone.
How frustrating would that interaction be?
Everything you learn in English class serves
a purpose in real life; that ridiculously long
list of figurative language terms might even
come in handy some day.
The possibilities of
applying literary devices
are simply endless, so
it only makes sense
to take advantage
of them. Use
the skills you
learned
in class
to make
things
a little
easier
for
yourself.
F i n d
yourself
talking to
inanimate

objects? Ignore the odd stares and requests to
see a therapist; this is simply personification.
After all, who hasn’t ended up ranting to
their history textbook in the middle of the
night? And if someone starts an argument
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“Gee whiz, could these casuals have been
any more primitive?”
How do we fix this problem? We can’t.
We can make better movies, but we will
never be able to convince a majority of the
population that they are in fact ill-advised and
unqualified to judge how good a movie is—
mainly because people would rather wallow
in a mudhole of poor judgement than admit
that it might not be such a great idea to roll
around in there to begin with. However, this
poor praise might not matter in the
future, though. By the year 2300
AD, the winner of “Best Picture”
will consist of Jared Leto rolling
around on the floor, screaming, “I’m
the embodiment of insanity!” Several
hundred cars will explode. Al Roker’s
brain in a robot body will give it a twenty
million out of five. Blissful ignorance will
live on, and after all, what better kind of
ignorance is there?

you know you’re going to lose, you can always
use language to divert their attention. Throw
in a few rhetorical questions to jumble up
their train of thought. It gets them every
time. (Or does it?)
As half the jabber you hear on the
streets these days may seem wholly
unintelligible, language remains one of the
surefire ways to communicate and build
relationships with others. If you analyze
the English language’s role in your life,
you’ll find that English is the basis of
romance. It is the easiest path to finding
yourself your very own Bae-wulf. After
all, nothing sweeps a girl off her feet
like being told her black dress symbolizes
death, evil, and grief;, or that if she’d been
alive during Arthur Miller’s The Crucible,
she probably would’ve been burned at the
stake for witchcraft. The romantic power
of literature is simply titillating; it’s hard
to comprehend why it isn’t utilized more
often.
In the end, language is all we humans
really have to communicate with each
other, and without it, we would be at
a loss for words. So the next time
you feel yourself dropping that last
consonant in a conversation with
friends or zoning out in the middle
of yet another dramatic reading of
the Declaration of Independence,
remember, at least you’re learning
something useful (meaning at least you’re
not in math class).
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Have Questions? Ask Features
By THE FEATURES EDITORS
QUESTION: Why is the sky blue?

Well, the sky itself technically has no
color. It just looks blue because it reflects
the color of the Crispy Gertrude Hawk bar.
QUESTION: How do I manage my time
well?
Keep track of where you place your
watches.
QUESTION: Why do the B-wing stairs go
past the second floor?
People have to get to the pool somehow,
and the elevators don’t reach the third floor.
QUESTION: How do I fit all my stuff into my
half-locker?
Cut all of your stuff in half. Or,
alternatively, ask your locker neighbor for
their half locker.
QUESTION: How do I get more sleep so I
can function in school?
Get a twin and have him/her go to school
every other day for you; it works for us!
QUESTION: Who did they name the school

after?
John P. Stevens, obviously.

QUESTION: Who is John P. Stevens?

The person who we named the school
after.

QUESTION: Could the money that was used
to buy the Macbooks have been used to get
air conditioning for the entire school?
You could say so, but fresh, well-circulated
air could never compare to the the infinitely
modernized learning we gain from the
Macbooks.
QUESTION: Why don’t the vending machines

work?
Having only NutriGrain bars in the
machine doesn’t mean that the machine
doesn’t work.
QUESTION: How can I help save the

environment and stop global warming?
Shine a mirror at the sky to reflect all of
the light. Take that, Sun!

QUESTION: How do I avoid taking the Pacer

test?
Run away from the gym teachers.

QUESTION: How many extracurriculars do I
have to do to be successful?
As long as you do Hawkeye, you’re fine.

QUESTION: Why can’t we go into the teacher
faculty rooms?
To keep things more official, student and
faculty spaces need to be separated. You
don’t see the teachers going into student
lounges, do you? Oh, wait….
QUESTION: Why do classes shrink so much
during test days?
Studies show that the cold and the flu are
much more likely to strike on those days.
QUESTION: How does the newspaper track
where every senior goes to college?
Facebook stalking, of course (we wish we
were joking).
QUESTION: Why is there never any signal in
school?
The hot air coming out of the air
conditioners and the cold air spewing from
the heaters interfere with the radio waves.
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blocks The Hawkeye print archives.
QUESTION: How do the people on the
morning announcements have so much
energy?
They’re not people, but aliens from outer
space made of caffeine.
QUESTION: How many Gertrude Hawk bars
does JP consume per year?
We would tell you, but we can’t count that
high.
QUESTION: What does “Not In Our House”
even mean?
We’re the Features section, not
philosophers trying to discover life’s meaning.
QUESTION: Hawks Fly High?

According to National Geographic, the
red-tailed hawk can fly at altitudes of over
15,000 ft.
QUESTION: How can I stop falling asleep in
class?
Just skip class and fall asleep at home.

Don’t try so hard when you’re putting on
your clothes.

QUESTION: Honestly, when will I ever use
Algebra 2 in real life?
In almost every aspect of life! Parallel
parking and running in gym are just the ones
we can name off of the top of our heads,
but you can read more about it in A True
Learning Experience on page seven.

QUESTION: Why can’t I have an A or a B
wing locker?
Why would you want one of those when
you can have a half locker?

QUESTION: How do the administrators pick
which websites we can and cannot access?
The Macbooks all have a very sophisticated
screening program that incidentally also

QUESTION: What’s worse than running laps
in gym?
Dancing to “All the Single Ladies” on
Fitness Day.

become quite hard to handle when you’re
at your worst. That being said, despite your
flaws, you’re a natural thinker and have
taught your friends how to work out their
own drama, from the irrational and complex
to the rational and imaginary. Your friends
often hate to admit it, but you make them
better thinkers and more capable problemsolvers in the long run. One of your best
traits is that you’re a constant in people’s lives,
and being reliable is all that really matters,
right? It’s comforting for them to know that
you will always be there, even when they
don’t want you to be.

failure.”

your presence benefits those around you - at
least for the time being. However, one could
say that your biggest flaw is that your desire
for perfection makes you highly indecisive,
especially in choosing the right words to say
or even in completing your sentences. All
that matters is that at the end of the day, your
steadfast determination brings you success.

QUESTION: How can I sweat less in gym?

QUESTION: What could possibly be worse
than Algebra 2?
Just wait until you hear about Algebra 3.

Do You Aspire to Become a Textbook?
By LUCIA CHOI, sophomore
DO YOU ASPIRE to become a textbook?
Are you trying to take a five minute break
from homework for a couple of hours?
Are you easily characterized by a single
and stereotypically defining trait? Then
you’ve found the perfect article! Look for
the description that best describes you and
achieve enlightenment by learning what
type of textbook you are based on your
personality!

You are: MATH
You have a lot of problems. More
importantly, you make other people
solve your convoluted issues under time
constraints, which is
just odd. It almost
seems
like
the
longer
someone
knows you,
the harder it is
to understand a
fraction what
you are saying.
People often
try their
best
to
understand
you,
to

comprehend
your difficulties and find
solutions. But sometimes, even those you
consider your closest friends admit you can

You are: SAT PREP
You are useful for about six months
before people grow College Bored of you.
You never really have anything new to say
and your friends often point out that you
are always repeating yourself. Despite this,
the time you spend with others is always
cherished, and you’re especially useful in
demanding situations. Usually you’ll be with
families and friends through generations
before you’re heartlessly replaced with a
newer version of yourself. This might seem
completely unjustified, considering
the fact that your improved, more
recent form is essentially the same
on the inside. However, no matter
what is said about you, you can
rest assured knowing that no one
can deny your utility and support.
After all, when your friends
start to crack under the
pressure, you’re always
there as a shoulder
to cry on. You
help
your
friends
pass

through
the big hurdles in
life, and your support
gets them at least to
“sub-par” as opposed
to “complete and utter

You are: U.S. HISTORY
You are the friend that everyone loves
to hate. You go on and on about your life
like there’s no tomorrow, and it drives
people insane. Every time you start up a
conversation you go into way too much
detail: you often find yourself talking a mile a
minute about what you ate for breakfast that
day, and realize that everyone has stopped
listening half an hour ago. And you want to
be brief, but it’s just that every single part
of your story is just too important to leave
out. Many people think your middle name
is “soul-sucking” or “painfully excessive,”
but in actuality, it is “sleepless nights.”
Despite this, you are the type of person to
be extremely popular and have plenty of
admirers. In fact, you are the topic of the
day and are on everyone’s mind 99.99% of
the time. A day doesn’t go by in JP where
you aren’t mentioned in casual conversation.
Unfortunately, it’ll take about two and a
half years before people fully appreciate
you. Your blunt advice whips people into
shape, and eventually they’ll realize that they
couldn’t have done it without you. In the
end, your friends will look back upon you
fondly and miss all that you dragged them
through.
You are: VOCABULARY
You know a plethora of words, to a point
where it seems like a trivial practice. You
are short and sometimes so negligible that
people leave you behind. Your constant focus
on unnecessarily sophisticated or abstract
topics can make you seem overweening or
pompous. And when you talk, no one really
remembers what you say for more than
one week. This irks your belligerent nature
and ignites your need to prove your worth.
You have myriad levels to your personality,
making you quite complex and even
tedious to understand at
times, but it’s not your
fault that some people
cannot see your true
worth. You know that you
are erudite and sedulous, and that

You are: BIOLOGY
You are a living thing.
You are: MACBOOK
You are a hipster and like setting trends.
Loved by many and secretly hated by
others, you are undeniably indispensable
to everyone. You are one of the biggest
know-it-all’s in the school, but no one
minds, as you have helped them out through
countless rough times. In comparison to
your counterparts, you appear suave and
sleek because you always know what’s
fashion-forward. Your stylish personality
and your constantly updating knowledge
attracts people and easily earns you many
new friends and followers. That being said,
you only function when you want to and are
nearly useless on off days when you haven’t
gotten your beauty sleep. You often hear that
you can be unresponsive and difficult to deal
with. You have such a specific and particular
personality that if those that approach you
don’t know exactly what they are doing,
you refuse to cooperate or even to interact
properly with them. People often complain
that you’re so sensitive and fragile: compared
to the other textbooks, you tend to break
down easily and need repairs often. So even
though you’re smart beyond compare, and
your intelligence and capabilities are widely
appreciated, you could stand to bulk up a
little.
Now that we’ve sorted out your life, you
can confidently walk through the world
knowing your identity crisis has finally been
solved. You totally needed this five minute
break: understanding what textbook you
are can completely change your life! After
reading this article, I’m sure you can relate to
your old textbooks on a more personal level.

Futuristic
JP Stevens

There is no doubt that our school is admirable: with some of the most
modern technology, prime classroom equipment, and spirited, motivated
students, JP stands out from the rest. Success isn’t simply a goal in our school,
it is a destination. And yet, despite the impeccable state of JP at the current
moment, there are always calls for changes or reforms. After all, as innovators,
we are constantly thinking about the ways in which our daily lives can be improved.
We often think about the changes we want to see in JP, whether they be noted in
casual conversations during passing, or in serious debates around lunch tables. From
having air conditioning in each classroom to being able to buy bubble tea at lunch, we all
have our own ideas for the future of our school. But what would happen if we put some
of these ideas into play? Imagine a futuristic high school, complete with healthier salads and
robot librarians. Filled with Smart Walls and crowded escalators, JP of the future could be an
amazing place. Or would it just be too extra?

JP in the Future

By SHRUTI KUMTA, senior

I jolted awake from my “power nap,” feeling like I had slept for days, though my phone told me it had only been 15 minutes. Congratulating myself on actually
waking up and not sleeping through the night, I proceeded to shake off my sleepiness so that I could get started on my homework. However, as I regained complete
consciousness, a chill crept down my spine. Something was very wrong. I looked at my phone and couldn’t believe my eyes: the date read April 3, 2117.
There was only one place I could go at a time like this, only one place that could give me answers, only one place that could instill in me the competitive confidence
I needed: JP Stevens, now just a hundred years in the future. A few hazy minutes later, I found myself standing outside the architectural enigma that was somehow our
school building. Now ten stories high, JP looked nothing like its past counterpart. I walked in and was immediately dumbfounded—nothing was familiar. Checking my
phone to see if my Snapchat streaks were still intact, I received a No Service message in response. Well, at least that was the same.
Unnerved, I walked to the middle of the lobby and noticed a giant banner with sparkling gold text reading, “NOT IN OUR HOUSE!” Just then, a bell rang, and my
JP survival skills suddenly came into play. I quickly backed up against a wall to avoid being crushed in the stampede of passing students, but was inevitably carried into the
horde of bodies. Following the mass of people through the school, I found that the halls were somehow even more crowded in the future. As I turned the corner, I came
to the even more shocking realization that the packed staircases had been replaced by packed escalators. Shocked, I turned my head to look at the inside of a classroom,
and realized that the once modern Smart Boards had been replaced with Smart Walls. But what really drew my eye were the lockers. They were microscopic! I counted
seven, no, eight of the obnoxiously green panels filling up the space of where a sequoia brown locker once stood. I frowned and flagged down a passing teacher. “Why not
just expand the building?” I asked. “These lockers are obviously too small, and you clearly have enough money to renovate.” The man frowned, mumbled something about
logistics, and sauntered away.
The reality of being in a different millennium was too ludicrous for me to handle. Trying to catch my breath, I began to make my way to the library on the fourth floor.
I ran to the nearest escalator, only to be greeted by a bright red “OUT OF ORDER” sign—what a surprise. Racing up the steps flight by flight, I passed a “Swimming
Pool” sign on the third floor, and finally arrived at the library. I burst through the door triumphantly, only to be stopped by a seven foot metal robot. “ID?” it demanded
in a booming voice. Speechless and still panting from my ordeal, I could only shake my head. “In my locker,” I finally got out. The robot’s eyes flashed red. “No ID, no
entry,” it shouted. Suddenly, I had an idea. I dashed out and ran to the nearest vending machine. Jamming my dollar and quarter into the machine, I instantly groaned when
the machine promptly ate my money and flashed a “Credit: $0.00.” Well, at least that was the same.
After a couple minutes of kicking the vending machine and bruised toes, I finally got my Snapple Lemon Iced Tea, returned to the library, and “accidentally” splashed
my drink on the robot, disabling it. Looking around, I couldn’t help but notice all of the weird stares that the students were giving me. One, wearing a futuristic suit,
tapped me on the shoulder and whispered, “You know that 2000’s Day was last week, right?”
My head spinning, I decided to sit down inconspicuously with a book (the nearest copy of Barron’s AP Ancient Rap), and couldn’t help but listen to all of the
conversations around me. One group of girls was discussing the upcoming dodeca-lies, which were similar to quarterlies—just 12 times a year. Another table was
discussing the latest issue of The Hawkeye, which included even funnier Features articles and, of course, the senior college list. All of a sudden, I couldn’t help but smile at
the irony of the situation. It was amazing how even though we were a hundred years into the future, JP’s heart and spirit still lived on. Some parts of JP just don’t change.

Centerfold Design by WENDY JIA

CaFITeria
By JANA LI, sophomore

Exercise and healthy living don’t quite make the top of a JP student’s list of priorities. The general
consensus is that if there isn’t a test on it tomorrow, it can wait. But common knowledge tells you
that burying your head in a textbook doesn’t really do much to lessen the cholesterol clogging up your
arteries. If you’re worried about your joints, which your 70 year old doctor swears are stiffer than his,
just remember: healthy eating is an easy alternative to whatever workout you’re avoiding. No, this does not
mean you should go vegan; you’ll be happy to know that the path to your new nutritious life begins in your
local cafeteria salad bar!
To get one step closer to being a healthy, well-functioning human being, you have to change the way you
look at your options. Pile on all the healthy things you can get your hands on, like a leafy piece of lettuce and
a few cherry tomatoes. After all, if you want to remedy those years and years of inactivity, you’re going to have
to make some drastic changes to your lifestyle. For instance, to maximize efficiency, consider washing vegetables
in sweat rather than just tap water. Every fitness coach will tell you that sweat is a good indicator of a healthy
exercise routine; why not just cut out the physical movement altogether and skip to those end results immediately?
This should not only be good for your health, but also save money on the water bill!
The rest of your produce medley should consist of various other multifunctional ingredients to magnify nutrition
intake. Consider adding a fresh, cleansing facial mask to your salad for extra flavor and health benefits! Not only do
these masks sometimes come with cucumbers, but they also promote clear skin. With a facial mask, you can rest assured
knowing that if you were ever to develop a layer of internal skin, perhaps by mutation from consuming non edible goods,
those respective pores will be open and cleansed! If you’re looking for a more hearty and filling meal, you can try mixing
in a large bar of soap, scented to your own taste. This one’s pretty self explanatory—everyone wants to live a clean life, am I
right?
If you’re one of those people who enjoy a cold pasta tossed into their salad, try substituting those carb-y noodles with some
chopped jump ropes. You’ll never feel guilty about not working out enough anymore. By adding a spring to every step, you’ll be
perpetually jumping rope at all times of the day. In no time, your calves will be as bulging and prominent as your gut.
To top off your produce medley, you want to consider swapping out those croutons that are just as carb-filled as those noodles.
Instead, toss in some vitamin pills for the same crunchy goodness. If you bite down on one of these and feel a bitter, grainy sensation
spread through your mouth, don’t be alarmed; that’s just the raw calcium doing it’s job. And if you’re looking for a healthy, tasty dressing
to really tie your salad together, don’t resort to those calorie-filled sauces. Sunscreen can help shield your skin from those harmful UV rays,
and provides a rich and creamy alternative! Regular ol’ ranch just won’t do the trick, nor will it give that indelibly inedible rubbery flavor
that only comes from Banana Boat’s SPF 45.
Once you’ve gathered your ingredients and appropriate substitutions, consider piling your salad into a banana peel bowl rather than your
usual plastic container. If compost is good for dirt, who’s to say it isn’t good for humans either? And don’t worry if your local salad bar doesn’t
carry these commodities. You can always exchange these for any health promoting items you’ve got lying around the house. Any stress ball, yoga
mat, or even your handy dandy Dr. Scholl’s Sneaker Insoles for Better Feet can be used to create a delicious and nutritious salad. Even if you die
within years, decomposition will leave your body a clean, shiny, skeleton free of any bodily toxins you’ve acquired throughout your life, and what
greater gift is there than that?

Extra! Extra! Read all About it!
By ANNA JIANG, sophomore

What truly makes someone extra? You know it’s something you don’t want to be; you’ve thrown the phrase around a couple of times at your friends. But
what actually defines whether or not someone is extra? Urban Dictionary defines it as being overly dramatic and totally excessive. But does that mean that guy
who brought in a ring light for his senior photo extra? Is that friend of yours who’s always correcting your grammar extra? Or worse—are you extra?
You start to ponder these questions as you walk into study hall. You plug in your earphones and to listen to your playlist as you work. “A Thousand Miles” by
Vanessa Carlton comes on and your fingers begin to itch, tapping the piano accompaniment as you hum the notes. You become immersed in the song (I mean
it’s your jam, so why not?) and suddenly, you’re a one man band, singing all the harmonies and instruments with your “flawless” pitch. You rise up out of your seat
when suddenly, your senses tingle. What’s this? There appears to be a piano within a 1,000 feet of you! Of course, you’re now obliged to end with a big finish on the
piano (there’s really no other way). So you’re making your way for the choir room down the hall, walking fast, faces pass. You stick the landing as the song comes to a
close and even throw in a cadenza you made up on the spot. The next song begins to play and you strut back to study hall, singing all the parts of Bohemian Rhapsody
at once.
It turns out that one of your friends videotaped your performance, so you obviously have to post it on Instagram (because did it really happen if you don’t post about
it?). You take note of its low popularity and decide to ramp up publicity. You open up Snapchat and start checking your streaks, telling everyone to go like your Instagram
post. You post a blank picture with the caption “like ig” in big text on your Snapchat Story for good measure too. As you go through your chat list, however, you notice that
your 100 day streak is about to die! A streak that you put your own blood, sweat, and tears into is about to just disappear and you can’t do anything to save it! It seems as if
the gods are doing this just to spite you for being so great. Immediately, you take action and shoot that inconsiderate friend a reminder text. And an email. And a message via
pigeon. And a voicemail just in case.
It takes almost an hour for your friend to reply, but a whole 60 minutes have passed and the streak has died. 100 days of hard work dissipated into the wind. This traitor must
learn his lesson! As revenge, you decide to ignore him for a fitting 100 days—one for each day you lost from the streak. Within this time period, he is officially dead to you. You
hold a small service and light a scented candle next to a framed picture of the both of you from before the tragedy. You bid farewell to your lost friend and announce the news to
everyone you see, because of course they care.
The next day at school, you show up in your best mourning clothes (your flashiest all-black outfit, complete with a black veil and runny mascara) and a pack of tissues for when
someone asks you about what happened. But mourning won’t stop you from getting your daily dosage of drama. You meet up with your gossip source, who tells you about this one
guy who’s been annoying everyone. Apparently, he’s famous for taking screenshots of everything, and his entire photo library is composed of text message conversations if he’s ever
required to cite his sources, MLA style. You think to yourself, “Wow, he’s so extra!” Good thing you’re not.
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Mr. JPS,
contd.

onstage for their dance routine. They
danced to a medley of songs including
“Superhero,” “Hips Don’t Lie,” and “Work
From Home.” Afterward, the contestants
introduced themselves to the audience with
chants before getting ready for the fashion
portion. As the contestants changed into
their outfits, the hostesses invited volunteers
onstage to participate in a relay race that
would determine if they themselves could
be successful superheroes. Two teams were
provided with the same number of clothing
items, and they had to quickly dress up as the
superheroes of Mermaid Man and Barnacle
Boy from SpongeBob. Each team member
put on and took off each clothing piece,
then passed them off to the next member.
The first fashion theme was month wear,
which required contestants to dress in clothes
that were characteristic of the months they
were assigned to. The month wear segment
was followed by the sleepwear portion
of the show, where the boys showcased
their favorite pajamas. The fashion portion
concluded with the swimwear part of the
program. Each contestant fearlessly strutted
onstage in his favorite beachwear.
It was time for each contestant to display
his talents to the audience. Mr. January,
Arjun Krishnan, kicked off the show with
an original rap. Senior Cheikh Higgs, Mr.
February, followed with a performance of
“Mr. PC” by John Coltrane on his saxophone.
Mr. March, senior Ryan Minor, performed
the dance to “A Lovely Night” from La La
Land, while senior Chuck Youse rapped along
to Kanye West’s “Runaway.” Junior Cristian
Ossa, Mr. May, displayed his theatre skills by
singing a selection from the musical Chicago
with a few other theatre members. Mr. June,
Rishabh Kapoor, danced to a mashup of
songs. The audience laughed along as Mr.
July, Rishi Roy, and his backup dancers boldly
flaunted their moves to Beyonce’s “Single
Ladies” and Fergie’s “Fergalicious.” Devina
and Shyamala interrupted the performances
to let the audience in on a secret—they were
the kidnappers of Ms. Pawlikowski. Then,
junior Jared Borja, Mr. September, amazed
the crowd by singing “Take Me or Leave
Me” from the musical RENT.
Before the contestants continued with
showcasing their talents, the show stopped
briefly for an intermission. Senior Rahim
Devji kicked off the second half of the night
by singing along to a guitar accompaniment.
Mr. October, senior Rutvik Ashtikar, first
followed up with a piano piece he composed
himself and then with a dance routine. Senior
Sameer Kumar, Mr. November, paired his
cooking skills with short rap verses. The
talent portion concluded with junior Gabe
Beltran’s hip-hop dance. “I was never able
to watch Mr. JPS before, so I was really
impressed by all the different talents,” said
junior Anna Huang, an audience member.
“Everyone had something different to offer,
and it was really entertaining!”
After the performances were finished,
the 12 contenders were joined onstage by
their escorts to show off their formal attire.
However, the kidnapping of Ms. Pawlikowski
had not been forgotten. Before the night
was over, the 12 superheroes caught the
hostesses red-handed.
Finally, the long-awaited results of the
competition were announced. Rutvik
Ashtikar was voted Mr. Muscles by the
audience and Mr. Talent by the judges. Gabe
Beltran was voted Mr. Congeniality by the
other boys for his friendliness and happy
disposition during rehearsals. For raising the
most money, Arjun Krishnan was given the
title of Mr. Charity. Ultimately, Cheikh Higgs
was crowned Mr. JPS. “I’m thankful that I
got so close to all the other guys, who really
helped me get through the entire show,” said
Cheikh. “Being able to participate in Mr. JPS
was one of the highlights of my senior year.”
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Vamonos a Juguemos

Seniors Shruti Kumta, Maria Carpio, and Priya Vaid enjoy their time at Juguemos by playing Twister.
By ANDREA QUISPE, senior
THE JP STEVENS cafeteria was filled with
fun and games on February 17 for Juguemos,
an event hosted by the Spanish Honor
Society. The purpose of this occasion was to
bring friends together for a family-style game
night; it consisted of entertaining activities
that were both relaxing and competitive.
When the doors opened at 6 pm,
attendees engaged in a variety of activities,
ranging from Connect Four to table tennis.
Other games like Uno, Life, and Heads
Up were also available. Senior and Spanish
Honor Society board member, Aniqa
Rahim, remarked, “Everyone was enjoying
themselves at Juguemos, so I believe that
there was a happy atmosphere. In fact, some
people didn’t want to leave after it was over
and ended up staying for a little longer.”
Juguemos also supplied entertainment for

people who prefered to engage in activities
that required more focus, such as Scrabble,
Monopoly, cards, and even a 500-piece
puzzle. Attendees enjoyed video games, such
as Mario Kart, that could be played on the
Wii console. Other activities that students
enjoyed were Twister, a popular game that
requires players to move into complicated
positions, and a donut-eating game, where
two people competed to see who can eat a
donut hanging off of a meter stick first.
For just a $3 ticket, attendees were
provided with pizza, snacks, and dessert.
Before the pizza was served, chips were
given out for students to eat while playing
games. Afterwards, brownies and cream
puffs were served as dessert.
Senior Maria Guevara, an attendee,
explained, “I have to admit that at the
beginning I was not excited about the idea;
nonetheless, as soon as I began setting

Lea Chen, contd.

LEA CHEN

Lea Chen poses in one of her designs where she altered the popular
Adidas logo.

it, but I didn’t really do graphic design until
college,” she explained. During her first year
at UPenn, Lea played around with programs
and fashion ideas that she had. Eventually,
in January of 2016, she developed a website
to distribute her styles to other people like
herself. Her fashion line eventually grew to
be featured in newspapers such as The Daily
Pennsylvanian and The Odyssey Online.
The process of creating the clothing Lea
sells is lengthy yet fulfilling. “It starts off
with thinking about what I want to wear
and also evaluating current graphic design
and street style trends,” Lea described.
“I’ve been able to look at what designs have
been doing well on my site with consumers
and build by designs off of that.” After
generating the initial design, Lea creates the
graphics on Photoshop and pastes them
onto clothing with heat. Despite the long
process, Lea feels it is worth it every time
she sees a tangible form of the designs she
once could only ponder about. The graphic
designs that are featured on her clothing
are usually funny and offer a spin-off on
popular brands like Adidas.
However, many challenges have posed
threats to the success of the brand. Lea has

to manage her time between schoolwork,
her self-made blog, and her fashion line.
In addition, the marketing of the brand is
difficult because social media networks
are the only major platforms that expose
students to LoveLea. “It’s definitely a
balance I have to really think about and
proactively schedule throughout the week,”
Lea admitted. “Sometimes I’m bogged
down by a lot of work, and it’s hard to
motivate myself to do LoveLea. But at the
end of the day, I know I have to do what I
signed up for.” These obstacles have made
Lea a stronger person and experienced
entrepreneur. Although she does not know
if she wants to continue the business after
college, LoveLea has certainly taught her
important lessons that she will use for the
rest of her life.
Inspiring high school students is one of
Lea’s hopes as a soon-to-be college graduate.
Her story encourages students to pursue
their dreams and develop grit in the face
of conflict. Her advice to those who are
unsure of what they want to do following
graduation is, “If you’re lost, find what
makes you happy first. See if that can lead
you to find a related major or career path.”

PRIYA BHATT

everything up and playing games, I started to
enjoy it more and more. Personally, I enjoy
every single event hosted by the Spanish
Honor Society, and I think that they do an
amazing job. It feels great when you have
such dedicated board members that make
such amazing events, and I am sure that I am
not the only one who believes that.”
The Spanish Honor Society Executive
Board spent many hours planning and
preparing for this occasion. On the day of
the event, members helped to set up games
before the event, to serve food, and to clean
up the cafeteria. The Spanish Honor Society
advisor, Sra. Martinez, commented, “I think
Juguemos was a good night because students
were all enthusiastic, active, and engaged.
The main purpose of Juguemos was to
provide members with time to socialize,
to get to know and spend time with each
other, and to offer them time to destress.”

Autism, contd.

socialize with others. The teaching style in
this classroom is also different compared
to that in a typical classroom. Here, you
will see more interaction between the
teacher, Mr. Bruno, and the students.
Instructors also provide encouragement to
students more to ensure correct academic
responses and appropriate behavior.
These students are currently integrated
with the rest of the school in both lunch
and their electives. Ms. O’Reilly, the
supervisor of the program, stated, “While
they are combined with the rest of the
student body in some classes, our goal
is to further expose and then gradually
integrate our students into larger settings.”
While the program is currently small,
a larger class size is preferred as it creates
more real-world opportunities. However, if
the population increases, additional sections
would be developed to ensure that there are
not too many students in each section and
every individual student’s needs are met.
Unlike this program, a multiple disabilities
classroom has resided in JP for many more
years. The autism program, however, is
extremely different compared to the multiple
disabilities one because it only focuses on
those whose primary disability is autism
spectrum disorder. Also, a more direct
approach is used, which involves modeling,
prompt fading, and frequent reinforcement.
As the autism classroom is a new
program, the supervisors and the teachers
have goals to make it even better for its
students. One major goal they want to fulfill
is to have student mentors in the Physical
Education or Life Skills classes to act as
models for behavior and interactions. When
asked about her personal goals for the
program, Ms. O’Reilly said, “My goals for
the classroom are to promote independence,
increase opportunities and abilities to
socialize, teach employability skills, and help
each student maximize his or her potential.”
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Mr. Alfonzo Interview Success at States
By KELLY CHEN, junior
QUESTION: What was your reaction to

being awarded Teacher of the Year?
ANSWER: I didn’t even realize it had
happened! I was preparing a lesson during
homeroom and wasn’t quite paying
attention until I heard Ms. Pawlikowski say
my name. When Mrs. Pittenger and Mrs.
Lumsden came screaming down the hall
to congratulate me and put a literal crown
on my head, I finally understood what was
going on! I am most honored and humbled
by the award. I work with some exceptional
students and colleagues that motivate me
and inspire me every day. To have been
chosen by them as deserving of this honor
was unexpected and truly wonderful.
QUESTION: What prompted you toward
choosing teaching as your profession?
ANSWER: In a strange way, teaching chose
me! I did not initially pursue a career in
Education. I studied Physics in college.
After graduation, I was working for a clinical
laboratory when one of my former teachers
contacted me out of the blue and offered
me a position in a private school. At the
time I was quite bored with my job, so I
took the opportunity to pursue teaching as
something more fulfilling and more aligned
with my interests. Needless to say, teaching
is never “boring” at all! Looking back on it,
I have always been some kind of teacher. I
was a peer tutor throughout all my years in
school; in college it was even one of my jobs.

You actively attend events
in and out of school that your students
participate in. Why do you enjoy
going to these events so frequently?
ANSWER: I am in perpetual awe of our
students at JP, and watching you all
perform and compete is exhilarating!
I have a great appreciation for hard
work and talent and teamwork. Plus,
getting to know my students beyond the
classroom setting is very important to me.
QUESTION:

QUESTION: Of all subjects, what particularly

drew

you

toward

teaching

math?

ANSWER: I have always enjoyed math. Even

if my class was boring or my teacher wasn’t
that great, I still always enjoyed the subject.
I love reasoning and logic and combining
old concepts to build new ones. And math
seems to be behind everything, silently
giving structure to the world around us…
or at least giving structure to how we can
understand it. I’m enthusiastic about the
subject matter, and I hope I can convey
some of that enthusiasm to my students.
We don’t have to be musicians to enjoy
music—likewise, you don’t have to be a
career mathematician to appreciate math!
QUESTION: As a teacher, what is your
ultimate goal? What do you hope to instill
in your students by the end of the year?
ANSWER: One of my parting wishes for
every class is this: I hope you will always be
bright and enthusiastic and honest people
of integrity, even when—especially when—
the world tries to make you otherwise. I
know that most of the textbook lessons
will be forgotten eventually, but I endeavor
to have created a positive and memorable
experience for my students. If my students
are better at doing math problems because
of me, that’s awesome. But what I really
want is for my students to think critically
about the world around them; to see the
sun setting on the horizon or the spirals in
a sunflower and think “there’s math in that!”
QUESTION: Is there a specific part
of teaching do you enjoy the most?
ANSWER: I really like working to understand
something deeply and thoroughly, then
introducing it to other people who want
to understand it, too. When it works, it’s
incredibly rewarding! I also love being part
of the educational journey of students. I
have come to know so many great people
over the years. To have accompanied
them on their path to knowledge, even
if only for a short time, is truly a gift.

By KRISHNA PATEL, junior
WHETHER IT WAS in testing or public
speaking, accounting or website design,
collaborating or demonstrating leadership,
the JPS FBLA (Future Business Leaders of
America) earned many victories at the annual
New Jersey State Leadership Conference. The
state conference was held at the Waterfront
Convention Center at Harrah’s in Atlantic
City from March 17 to 18. Mrs. Cleary, the
advisor of FBLA, stated, “Students can use
FBLA conferences as a way to try out, for
example, economics or finance. Through
FBLA, members can develop an interest in
a field of business that they might not have
experienced otherwise, which can really
help them in the future.” The challenging
State Leadership Conference awards only
the top five people or teams who place in
an event. The top four candidates or teams
in each competitive event can choose to
move on to nationals that will be held in
Anaheim, California at the start of summer.
During the conference, FBLA celebrated
its 75th anniversary in helping students
develop a background in business and
spreading the role of business in the
community with the theme of “Portraits of
Success.” Members left for the conference
on a delayed schedule on the morning
of March 16, as the bad weather caused a
setback for original plans. Junior Richard Ye
stated, “It was amazing to see how efficiently
our chapter and chapters around the state
handled the last-minute coordination. They
came through during a difficult time to keep
the conference running.” After arriving
at the center, students headed out to an
opening session where they were presented
with speeches from the FBLA New Jersey
Executive Board. The juniors and seniors on
the executive board spoke about how their
experience in FBLA has truly impacted their
life. State President Scott Mueller discussed
the legacy the current executive board has
left for the organization and encouraged
members to pave their own legacy

within and beyond the club. Keynote
speaker Patty Hendrickson then energized
the audience with a motivational speech on
the importance of networking. Students also
heard speeches from candidates running for
positions like Southern Region Vice President
or Historian in the State Executive Board.
The candidates then conducted a questionand-answer session where participants asked
candidates about their goals.
Students were then placed into two
groups, where they either participated in a
competitive event or attended a workshop.
The competitive event was one of the
primary highlights of the conference.
Students participated in an individual or
team event based on a business-related topic
like business communications or marketing.
Competitive events were consisted of
an objective test, which essentially was a
computer-based exam.
With over a month of preparation,
members grew comfortable with the
competition. Senior Meghana Pinninti, the
JPS FBLA treasurer, stated, “For testing
events, members were given practice tests
and textbooks to prepare, while for the
presentational events, the e-board held mock
presentations.”
At last, the closing ceremony announced
the winners for all of the events and
officers for the State Executive Board. JP
Stevens FBLA swept the awards ceremony
as a total of 39 members—9 teams and
17 individuals—placed in their respective
events. JP brought home the coveted
#1 Chapter for Membership and 2017
Conference Champion awards. Junior
Somya Jain mentioned, “Attending this
conference is an experience which I greatly
enjoyed because it allowed me to network,
make friends, and also to see firsthand what
it really takes to be a leader and a passionate
member of this business community.”
CORRECTION: In the House Band article,
it stated that Ms. Plesnarski joined
the band after it was created; she was
actually an original member of the band.
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Kicking Off the SeasOM An Olympic Endeavor
By XAVIER LEE, junior

HARSHITA JAIN

Juniors Mariam Mirza, Veronica Meliksetian, Anhar Islam, Larry Xing, Nabiha
Sherali, Omar Azeem, and Tarun John pose during the Awards Ceremony.
By PRATEEK KHANDELWAL, junior,
and APRIL WANG, sophomore
STUDENTS
SPENT
MONTHS
of
preparation, perseverance, and determination
leading up to the 2017 Odyssey of the Mind
Liberty Regional Tournament held at South
Plainfield High School on March 4.
Odyssey of the Mind is an international
educational program that aims to instill
creative thinking and problem solving skills
in students; three levels of competition
exist: Regional, State, and World Finals.
At the Regional Tournament, JP teams
competed across all five of the long-term
problems, each of which presented a distinct
set of requirements. Problem One, “Catch
Us If You Can,” challenged teams to design,
build, and run vehicles on different routes to
the same destination. Problem Two, “Odda-Bot,” required teams to build and operate
an original robot that performed tasks while
exhibiting human characteristics. Problem
Three, “Classics… It’s Time, OMER,” had
teams create and present a performance
about time travelers looking for inspiration
in classical art. Problem Four, “Ready, Set,
Balsa, Build!” called upon four teams to
build and test a 15-gram balsa structure with

Chitre, contd.

competition designed to find talent from
across the nation. After being selected for
the preliminary stage, singers participate in
the Blind Audition round to earn a place on
a coach’s team; the coaches will then train
them for the rest of their journey on the
show.
Before the actual competition, Moushumi
had already been heavily involved in music,
writing songs from the age of 11. Though she
was enrolled in medical school, Moushumi
left for a year to pursue her musical interests
full-time. ”
As she prepared for the preliminary
auditions in front of the judges and the
rest of America, Moushumi placed herself
in a positive mindset. As she looks back on
it, she says, “The moments following my
selection onto the show were a blur…I just
felt pure happiness because I was making my
parents proud.” For the next two months on
The Voice, Moushumi participated in many
stage performances and received valuable
advice from the esteemed judges.
As she competed with other musicians,
Moushumi found support from her family
and friends. The JP Stevens community also
played a crucial role in her journey, from
sending kind messages of support to voting
during the later stages of the competition.
She especially thanks Mr. Alfonzo for
traveling to New York City to see her
perform with her band.
When asked about any advice she would
give to JP students, Moushumi emphasized
one thing: practice. She stressed that making
music and sharing it with others define
the personality of a true musician. To
JP students wishing to pursue stages like
that of The Voice, Moushumi comments,
“Having the opportunity to perform on
a show like The Voice is wonderful, but
everyone’s path is different and being
selected or rejected won’t define you.”

balsa pieces of predetermined sizes and
quantities. Problem Five, “To Be Continued:
A Superhero Cliffhanger,” required teams
to create and perform a humorous skit with
an unexpected superhero saving creativity in
three different scenarios.
Hard work paid off as JP teams did
exceedingly well at the awards ceremony—
ten teams placed top three in their respective
problems, advancing on to the State Finals
that will be held on April 8. Sophomore
Kennice Pan stated, “Spending hours upon
hours painting backdrops, gluing tiny pieces
of fabric together for a costume, and pulling
all-nighters at meetings was really all worth
it; the bond and memories I forged with my
team members will never be forgotten.”
In the weeks leading up to the State
Tournament, teams improved their solutions
further in order to prove their merit to
the judges. As executive board member
senior Rishabh Kapoor explains, “There
is a big difference in competition when
comparing regions and states; at States you
get the three best teams from each region
competing for only two spots in the state
that move on to worlds. Because of this,
some teams change their whole solution.”

THE WORDS intense, demanding, and
spontaneous only begin to describe the
respective events the students of Science
Olympiad undertook. Their many hours of
studying and preparation paid off on March 7
when the JP Stevens Science Olympiad team
traveled to Middlesex County College to
compete against 26 other schools in the New
Jersey Science Olympiad State Tournament.
Preparation for States starts at the
beginning of the year; an application process
and a rigorous week-long testing period yield
placements for students onto either the alpha
or beta team for the regional tournament.
With four students being chosen for each
event, the top two students are placed onto
the alpha team, while the third and fourth
students are placed onto the beta team. This
phase of the year is crucial to the team’s
yearly success, as the students participating
in the regional tournament will eventually
be selected for one team for States. Having
placed fourth overall at the Union County
College regionals in January, the team was
in high hopes of placing first at States and
moving onto the national tournament.
The team’s season continued at the
first annual Princeton University Science
Olympiad Invitational event, where they
placed sixth overall as a school. Senior
fundraising officer Akshay Yeluri recounted
his experience at the invitational, stating, “It
was awesome being part of Princeton’s first
tournament, and even though everything
was incredibly difficult, it really helped the
whole team see where we stood compared
to other schools, and how much more we
had to prepare.” After making further minor
adjustments to the team roster, all of the
pieces were in place for the team to begin their
final three weeks of studying toward States.
Once the team, clad in their signature

Good Morning, JP!

blue hoodies, reached their Main Hall
home base at Middlesex County College,
feelings of anxiety and excitement filled
the atmosphere. By tradition, the “Smart
Water Toast”—where team members take
a shot of Smart Water for good luck—was
held as a way of coming together as a team
and honoring their hard work up until that
point. Soon after, students met up with
their partners and prepared for their events.
At the awards ceremony, JP medaled in
a total of eight events. These awards,
combined with placements in other events,
led the team to a sixth place overall finish.
Club advisor Ms. Gumina related the club’s
journey, stating, “This year’s competitive
team for Science Olympiad has once again
proven that our students are not only
intelligent but also innovative and exciting
as well. Though it took, in some cases,
information sheets so small we needed
magnifying glasses to read them, we placed
fourth at counties and sixth overall at States.
I am proud to be a part of such an amazing
group of young adults, and I hope this club
continues to attract the best and shine at JP.”
With a sixth place finish under the belt, a
strong class of sophomores and juniors aims
to improve upon the accomplishments from
this year. When asked about this year’s States
tournament and the direction in which
the club is headed, junior co-build captain
Gaurav Aggarwal said, “The tournament
could have definitely gone better. While there
were factors that could not be controlled, we
still have a lot of work to do if we want to
make it to Nationals. We are still growing,
and I think that this club has a lot of room
for improvement. However, I am still
extremely pleased with how we did this year.
Sixth place in the state isn’t bad, but I know
that we will do so much better as time goes
on. We have been consistently improving,
and I hope to continue this trend next year.”

EMILY LO

Senior Rutvik Ashtikar, junior Gillian Zahn, and junior Cristian Ossa pose with the ensemble during the final number.
By ERIN PARK, sophomore
THE
JP
STEVENS
Theatre
Company brought the 60s to stage
in their spring musical, Hairspray.
Hairspray follows the journey of a danceloving teen, Tracy Turnblad, as she attempts
to break down the stigma surrounding
race and weight on the television dance
show “The Corny Collins Show.” In late
June of 2016, Mrs. Rich began preparation
by selecting the musical and securing
the rights to the script and music. When
asked about what considerations go into
choosing the production, she stated, “It
depends on what I feel is best suited for the
current theatre students. By looking at the
strengths and weaknesses of my students
in singing and dancing, I can choose a
musical that will work well for everybody.”
After auditions for Hairspray took place
in December, roles were assigned and

the company began its rehearsals. The
cast and crew worked both after school
and on weekends to perfect their roles.
Sophomore Taylor Stokes says, “It’s really
amazing to see the show go from a bunch
of people reading scripts in a circle to a full
production with costumes, lights and music.”
The preparations culminate in tech week,
which students involved in the production
both eagerly await and dread. Tech week
includes run-throughs of the entire
musical to ensure that costume changes,
light cues, and dance numbers are in sync.
While the preparations for Hairspray were
similar to past musicals, what made it unique
to many cast members was its lively tone.
Junior Jared Borja says, “Most of our past
musicals have been very dark, but this one
is different in the respect that it’s very bright
and bubbly.” However, despite the lively
nature of the musical, the stage preparations
were extremely difficult because the

original Hairspray was a movie. The Theatre
Company faced the challenge of portraying
the numerous settings of the movie, many of
which were only onscreen for a few seconds,
on the limited stage of the auditorium.
Even though Hairspray had a different
style than past theater productions, it shared
an underlying goal that is always prevalent
in JP productions: to teach a lesson through
entertainment. As senior Jessica Vyas,
the co-Art Head, explains, “This show is
happy and frivolous on the outside, but
it’s also about being accepted for who you
are. It’s about equality and standing up for
those who are being oppressed.” To better
emphasize the race divisions of the 60s,
The extra effort invested into recreating
the environment of the 1960s contributed to
the authenticity of the production, allowing
the Theatre Company to convey its message
of equality and acceptance through a deeply
moving performance for the audience.
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Pitching to the Playoffs
By ALISON PARK, sophomore
FOLLOWING a second consecutive Red
Division Championship title the previous
season, the JP Stevens softball team is
looking to make it three in a row this
season. Expectations are certainly high, but
with the leadership and guidance of Coach
Krystle Petty, a JP softball alumna who was
an All-State pitcher during her time with
the program, the team is poised to meet
them. While certain challenges will certainly
present themselves along the way, the Lady
Hawks are well equipped to face them headon with their goals in sight.
Last year, the team’s success was attributed
to the abundance of talented players
who were returning to the varsity lineup.
However, despite the loss of several All-Red
Division players, the team remains equipped
with great leaders. The team captains, seniors
Julianne Siecinski and Brianna Zederbaum,
both hope to achieve a successful season in
their final campaign as Hawks. Brianna has
an impressive .328 career batting average,
and Julianne also hopes to improve her
hitting this year. Having played the sport of
softball for 14 years, Julianne needs no extra
motivation besides her love of the sport
to train hard; she says, “Softball brings me
a lot of happiness. When I step out onto
that field, it feels like home. Softball is my
serenity.” Her unwavering dedication to the
sport not only pushes her to perform her
best, but also creates an aura of passion
among the entire team that exudes from her.
A standout player who has been noticeably
affected by this passion is junior Ashley
Lombardi. An All-Red Division and AllGMC award winning pitcher, she is excited
to further improve herself. She has been
practicing her pitching three to four times a
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week, working on her mechanics and staying
determined to engrave them correctly in her
head. “Pitching is about muscle memory; the
more you pitch correctly and focus on your
motion being perfect every single time, the
better you will be,” Ashley stated. All of this
work isn’t just a chore for her, though; it is
her passion. For Ashley, the sport allows her
to wholly express herself. Softball has taught
her about the “heart you need to have, and
more importantly, the ability to accept failure
and grow from it.”
The team is evidently equipped with key
offensive players and an outstanding pitcher,
but softball calls for an overall talented
team. Coach Petty wishes to “continue to
be an extremely competitive team in the Red
Division and advance further in the state
tournament this year,” but to do so, she will
have the task of coaching the Lady Hawks
into an even more well-rounded, well-oiled
machine. Even with this task, she stays true
to her consistent coaching tactics. Her style
has not changed, even with the changes to
the team this year. Coach Petty remarks, “Yes,
[we] have lost some talent; however, [I’m]
staying very optimistic, especially because
we still have five returning starters.” Julianne
Siecinski shares the sentiment: “My goal is to
win a [GMC] championship with this team.
We have come so close the past few years,
and I think this is our year.” Although that
might prove to be a challenge this year due
to the loss of four senior captains, the Lady
Hawks are not afraid. They are currently
ranked fourth in the Greater Middlesex
Conference and have no intent of stopping
there. With a team brimming with talent and
hungry for success, the Lady Hawks will
stop at nothing on their road to a division
championship three-peat and the GMC
crown.

Swinging Into Spring
By BRANDON CHOI, freshman
COMING OFF OF a successful season last
spring, the Hawks baseball team looks to
continue its legacy this spring. Last season,
the team reached a historical milestone by
winning twenty games, setting the school
record for the most wins in JP Stevens
history. Using this momentum, the team
advanced through the playoffs and competed
in the county finals. However, with only three
returning players, this season’s team looks to
rebuild. While the prospect of having an
entirely new team might seem daunting to
most coaches, especially after having such
a successful season, Head Coach Marzano
welcomes the sense of uncertainty this
spring and sees it as an opportunity to help
the team grow, not only for the present, but
also for the future.
Come spring time, Coach Marzano is
scouting the fields for players who will
contribute greatly to the upcoming season.
Throughout his sixteen years of coaching
varsity baseball, his rule of thumb while
observing players was simple: Who are
the players who will help the team win
ballgames? Coach Marzano elaborated,
“When it all comes down, the players who
have the mindset of putting the team first
are the ones who succeed.” Hand-picking
those select few is a difficult task, but one
that is the crux to the future success of the
team.
With numerous factors up in the air, the
key returning players will be expected to give
direction to the new team. After an efficient
previous season, Captain Luke Jacobi (12) is
projected to be one of the top catchers in
Middlesex County. Over Luke’s four years
with the JP Stevens baseball team, Coach
Marzano has witnessed his development as

Looking Back on a Year of Comebacks
By SAM CHEN, sophomore

IT IS THE AFTERNOON of Monday, June
13, 2016. All is normal in the world, or at
least, the world of sports. The Golden
State Warriors, pitted against the Cleveland
Cavaliers in the 2016 NBA finals, are heavily
favored to win it all. There is no indication
that their perfect, fairy-tale season will end
on anything but a high note, a champion’s
note. Leading the series by three games to
one, the Finals are pretty much over. After
all, no team has ever emerged as the NBA
champions after being down 3-1.
But from here on, the sports universe
begins to break under the weight of
spectacular comebacks, one after another.
When the Cleveland Cavaliers pull off one
win after another, the impossible is suddenly
within grasp.
And then the impossible is achieved. With
their 93-89 victory in Game 7 at Oracle
Arena, the Cavaliers have just taken history
away from the near-clutches of a Warriors
team. Keep in mind that the Cavaliers hadn’t
just overcome any ordinary team. They had
defeated the Golden State Warriors. The
same Warriors that had dismantled LeBron
and his Cavaliers the prior year. The same
Warriors that followed that up by losing only
nine games the whole regular season.
When Kyrie Irving hits what the
Wall Street Journal would later term,
“the biggest shot in NBA history,” he
completes his team’s heartbreaking end
to an otherwise flawless MVP season
from a player named Stephen Curry.
Looking back, whether it was LeBron
James to credit or Draymond Green to
blame, the 2016 Cavaliers sparked a massive
movement, paving a path for others to follow.
Never mind how many of those “others”
there have been, and surely will be. While
it’s a little surprising that each comeback still

carries the same amount of thrill and awestriking wonder, it only speaks to just how
sensational each one successively gets.
A little more than four months after
Cleveland claimed the national basketball
title, the Chicago Cubs ironically did the
Warriors justice. Finding themselves in the
same antagonizing 3-1 hole as the Cavaliers
had, they proceeded to claw their way out in
a similar fashion.
The atmosphere of Game 7 in Wrigley
Field, the Cubs’ home stadium, surpassed a
level of intensity that baseball had not
seen for a very long time. When
Rajai Davis of the Indians
homered
to
tie
the game
at 6-6 in the
eighth inning, the
comeback seemed like it was heading
for the Indians. But a gamebreaking run in extra innings by
the Cubs’ Ben Zobrist ultimately
gave Chicago the victory as
they closed out their own
shocking resurgence in
the World Series.
In doing so, they

battle against history, winning for the first
time in 108 years, just as the Cavaliers had
attained their first championship in franchise
history a few months prior.
The magic was starting to look a lot less
of a fluke and more and more like fate, a fate
which provided hope to all those underdogs

snatched away Cleveland’s ridiculously close
bid to holding two championship parades in
a single year. And nobody could forget the
fact that the Cubs had finally ended their

off against the Atlanta Falcons, bettors
placed their money on the Patriots, and the
Falcons saw the odds open against them. But
at halftime, both spectators in the stadium

who might take a
second to believe in their
journey. The 51st Super
Bowl only confirmed this
proposition.
On February 5, the
New England Patriots
were never meant to be
the underdogs. Facing

a team player: “Now, he is bigger, stronger,
and older. He leads by example.” With years
of experience at home plate, Luke gives the
team a solid foundation upon which to build.
Returning players Matthew Pastor (11) and
Steven Zederbaum (10) are also expected to
contribute to the mound with their stellar
pitching. This solid veteran presence will
bring motivation to the locker room and on
the field.
With his newly refined game-plan, Coach
Marzano and his team look to mirror the
previous season and advance deep into
the playoffs. Last season’s success was
highlighted by numerous big moments
by veteran players: Mike Katims smashed
the game-winning home run against the
formidable St. Joseph’s team, while Zach
Marzano pitched a complete game shutout
against Monroe. This year, continuous
effort throughout the regular season will be
imperative to success come playoff time.
Although changes are on the horizon, the
team’s goal has remained constant. Coach
Marzano explains that “there are so many
variables: hitting, fielding, pitching, throwing,
and running,” so the team will have to hone
in on all aspects of the game. Consistency
is what they aim to swinging toward as they
play big games this season.
As with any new beginning, there is always
a sense of excitement and anxiety in the
atmosphere. However, the team continues to
hold its core values. Coach Marzano explains
that year after year, the “team continues
to battle until the last pitch.” As the team
gears up for a new season, there will be new
faces on the diamond, but the same grit and
determination will be found. The goal is that
this season will be much more than a mere
reconstruction; it will reveal an exciting new
facet to the JP baseball team.

and fans watching at must have found Lady
Gaga’s performance a little more entertaining
than the game itself. The Patriots were clearly
at odds with America’s expectations, down
by an overwhelming score of 21-3.
It was beginning to look a lot like previous
Super Bowl blowouts the nation had seen
in recent years. The Falcons, even after the
third quarter, found themselves up 28-9. And
one more time, Americans found themselves
asking, “There’s no way out of this one,
right?”
That’s where logic and reason would once
again be proved wrong. The Tom Bradyled Patriots first kicked a field goal, then
another touchdown, and then another one
with 57 seconds left to spare. Riding this
unprecedented momentum into overtime,
they simply could not be stopped with a
final, 75-yard drive down NRG Stadium
in Houston. The Atlanta Falcons could be
added to the list of teams victimized from
inexplicable rallies.
Some of that comeback magic had also
been present with the Clemson Tigers in
the 2017 College Football Playoff National
Championship as well as Roger Federer
and Rafael Nadal in the Australian Open.
You have to wonder if it’s really true, that
“anything is possible.” It sure seems like it.
Although it might be a stretch to say that the
past year in professional sports has made
achieving the impossible look boring, it
certainly has made it a routine thing.
So as the sports year returns full-circle,
starting with the NBA Finals where it all
began, surely the world is prepared for any
chance of a comeback that might occur.
At this point, what reason do we have for
expecting anything less? March Madness
has come and gone for NCAA basketball
viewers; the madness of the “comeback,”
though, will last year-round for Americans
of all ages.
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Making a Racquet
By JIGISHA MAVANI, sophomore
WITH THE HINTS of warmer air that
accompany the coming of spring, the JP
Stevens boys tennis team is gearing up for
yet another strong season. However, the
team faces some big challenges. With only
three seniors on the varsity team, the coaches
look to focus on rebuilding and fostering
young talent in an effort to maintain the
level of success that the program has been
so accustomed to. With senior captains
Alex Telson and Arjun Krishnan leading the
team, the boys aim to win a state sectional
championship and justify their standing in
the top 20 boys tennis teams across the state.
While the makeup of the team may seem
like a deterrent for success, the captains
remain positive and hopeful about the
upcoming season. Arjun comments, “I have
confidence in all of the underclassmen who
have worked hard to improve during the
offseason.” Surely, the team still has assets
capable of success, as both of its captains
each have three playoff contending seasons
under their belts. Furthermore, Nihar
Prabhala (12) had an outstanding record of
20-4 last season when he played at second
doubles, while Alex had an impressive
record of 24-2. Aided by the talent arriving
with their incoming freshman class, the boys
are undoubtedly equipped to achieve their
highest goals this season.
Not only are the boys skillful players, but
they also exhibit a positive attitude and
inspiring team unity on the court. In fact,
Alex jokingly notes that the players yell out
“young metro” after winning a set because
this phrase is “a culturally relevant way to
energize the team.” Even when players are
not competing, they stay involved in the
sport by encouraging each other. Hrishikesh
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On Track Through Spring

Bopalkar (10), a key upcoming varsity player,
notes that “it always feels good to know
that you have a support system around you.
The team gives me this sense of purpose,
allowing me to play better.” Such friendship
and encouragement, while seeming difficult
to develop in a sport where varsity spots are
so competitive, are essential for the team’s
success, since the boys put aside individual
aspirations to unite for the common cause
of making JP Stevens proud.
However, in order to maintain their Red
Division title and top state ranking, the
boys must excel in athletic ability. The team
understands that the key to attaining success
is by developing stamina and strength. Thus,
Coach Pisano and Coach DiBella regularly
implement new workouts into the team’s
routine. The boys train outside as frequently
as possible in order to become acclimated
to weather conditions that affect gameplay.
However, on rainy days, the boys are still
hard at work at the fitness center, where
they focus on the importance of arm and
knee strength. The coaching staff strongly
believes in the importance of a targeted,
individual-centered approach when it
comes to training. Coach DiBella explains,
“As a coach, I’ve always been a proponent
of coaching to the strengths of our team,
rather than trying to force players into one
particular strategy or game plan. We try to
teach the game the right way [so that] all of
our players have the best chance to succeed.”
With the season’s records yet to be written,
the team is getting stronger and tougher
each day under the leadership of determined
captains as well as experienced coaches.
With their hard work in the offseason and
persistent conditioning in the pre-season,
the boys are prepared to break records this
season and reach unprecedented heights.

DESPITE THE volatile weather, the JP
spring track and field teams are built with the
determination to sustain the unpredictable
months of March through May. Each
spring, the athletes pool their sweat, blood,
and tears to train and improve their personal
records. No matter what type of conditions
they encounter, they put their endurance and
dedication to the test and come out on the
track prepared for success in their meets.
However, in order to excel, the athletes
must first dedicate a considerable amount of
effort to practice. These athletes are propelled
through the season under the guidance of an
extremely knowledgeable board of coaches
and captains who lead intense workouts for
the best results. A typical practice usually
begins with warm-ups, which consist of
running a few laps around the track, as well
as dynamic and static stretches. Afterwards,
the athletes separate into specialized groups
for sprinting, long distance, hurdles, shot
put, or jumping. Through intensive training,
the runners personally improve and build
endurance to face their next challenge.
For the upcoming season, Coach Azher,
the distance coach, has high hopes for her
team. A JP track team alumna, she is eager to
work with all the talented athletes this year.
When asked about her goals, she asserts,
“We have a phenomenal distance team, and
with the addition of some new talent to that
squad, we are looking to make history at
JP!” With the combination of solid distance,
sprint, and jump teams, Coach Azher is
ecstatic to see what this season has in store.
She says, “To have a potential well rounded
team has been a goal of ours for the past few
seasons, and we can’t wait to see what the
future holds for these young runners!”

points. Veteran skater Ashley Wagner
followed closely after with the silver. Despite
the surprise defeat, Wagner stated that this
experience “gives [her] the opportunity
to go into the world championships with
[her] head down.” Wagner will lead three
American women into the crucial world
championships, which will determine the
participation of American women in the
2018 Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang.
Apart from the women and men’s
singles, Maia and
Alex Shibutani
performed

Olympic winners Meryl Davis and Charlie
White, with a score of 82.42 points. Nick
Zaccardi of NBC OlympicTalk explained
later how Maia and Alex Shibutani make their
partnership work by sharing the same goal
for improvement rather than just success.
Many athletes that competed in the U.S.
Figure Skating Championships astonished
a new audience weeks later in the Four
Continents Figure Skating Championships.
Figure skaters from the Americas, Asia,
Africa, and Oceania gathered on February
15 in Gangneung, South Korea for four

spectacularly at the
U.S. Figure Skating Championships with
their dazzling dance. After they began ice
dancing in 2004, the Shibutani siblings have
medaled at 11 US national championships
consecutively; this year, they broke the
previous short dance record, held by

days to compete in
free skates and short
programs. Representing the
United States, Nathan Chen
added to his achievements by
setting a new personal record that
allowed him to win gold medal. Nathan
Chen’s coach, Rafael Arutunian, described
Nathan’s self-motivation to always achieve
betterness, and how it is that motivation
that drives Arutunian’s definition of the
“latest prodigy” in figure skating history.

By IRENE QUAN, freshman

Equally excited about the future of the
track team, long distance Captain Demetri
Wojciechowski (12), a four-year runner,
reflected on his favorite aspect of the sport:
“I love how close the team is and how
friendly everyone is from other schools.” His
leadership and stamina truly represent the
camaraderie that propels each athlete to be
the best that he or she can be. In fact, team
unity is one aspect that senior captain Navin
Ramsaroop also highlights about track: “I
look forward to running one last time with
all my friends and underclassmen who I have
only recently gotten to know better.” As a
senior, he recognizes that his goal is to make
his last year count, consistently working
toward improvement, as well as being a role
model for underclassmen. He continues, “I
aspire to break my 400 and 800 times one
last time before I graduate.”
The long distance team has equally high
expectations to make this season memorable.
A three-season runner, Captain Angela Cao
(11) specifically aims for the “distance girls to
make Penn Relays in late April,” a prestigious
track and field competition hosted by the
University of Pennsylvania. However, this
won’t be an easy feat, and Angela is fully
aware that teamwork and perseverance are
the keys to success.
As both teams prepare for the GMCs,
Coach Riggi recognizes some challenges in
the upcoming season, “We have so many
kids trying out which means many of them
have never run track before.” He continues,
“Competing in the GMC Red division is
always a challenge, so we need to work harder
then we have in the past.” Stronger than ever
before, the JP Stevens spring track team is
prepared to make history with its talented
roster and unite in pursuit of success.

Triples and Quads Before Pyeongchang
By AVI SURA, sophomore

FIGURE SKATERS devote their lives toward
obtaining the flexibility, strength, and balance
needed to perform perfectly. For years,
figure skating has become internationally
renowned, where athletes compete vigorously
to attain the highest score. Recently, both
the U.S. Figure Skating Championships
and Four Continents Figure Skating
Championships exemplified the talents of
American skaters, including several that
set new personal and international records.
Figure skaters nationwide gathered for
the U.S. Figure Skating Championships in
Kansas City, Missouri on January 14. For
eight days, the skaters competed in their
respective categories, performing free
skates and dances, as well as short programs.
Nathan Chen began figure skating at the
age of three after watching his older siblings
compete in hockey and figure skating. After
entering his first figure skating competition
in 2003, Chen eventually blossomed into
a four-time national champion by 2014.
Now, at age 17, Nathan Chen has
redefined figure skating for men with his
phenomenal performance. In addition to
breaking the U.S. record for the highest
short program score at 106.39 points, he
also made history by becoming the first man
to land five quadruple jumps impeccably in
the free skate. To Chen, this performance
was “something that [he’d] been training for
and working toward [...] and it’s something
[he’s] really proud about.” Nathan received
first place overall in the men’s division,
followed by skaters Vincent Zhou, Jason
Brown, and Grant Hochstein respectively.
Another young prodigy, Karen Chen, also
17, captured her first national title during the
2017 U.S. Figure Skating Championships.
Her flawless, record breaking short program
performance received a score of 72.82

Mirai Nagasu’s first day of skating was on
a rainy day during her childhood; since then,
she has devoted countless hours of her life
toward fulfilling her passion. Accepting any
challenge that is presented to her, Nagasu
hopes that “under any circumstance, [she
comes away as] a role model and inspiration”
for those that compete with her. Nagasu
placed third at the Four Continents Figure
Skating Championships after she landed
seven triple jumps in a clean program.
Though Japan’s Mai Mihara and Canada’s
Gabrielle Daleman defeated Nagasu,
her performance, as well as all the other
American figure skaters, was magical.
With positive mindsets geared
toward developing their skills, the
athletes continue to prepare for future
competitions that await their presence.
As the 2018 Winter Olympic Games in
South Korea approach, several U.S. figure
skaters invited will be competing in hopes
of obtaining the gold title. Based
on their strong performances in
2017, Nathan Chen, Ashley Wagner
and Mirai Nagasu will likely lead
Team USA Figure Skating in the upcoming
2018 Olympics in Pyeongchang.
After another year of practicing
their
routines
and
choreography,
these
figure skaters definitely
have the potential to
bring a gold title from the winter games.
With the growing intensity as the games
near, the figure skaters continuously review
their short program routines, improve
their flexibility through stretches, and
work on their balance through repetition
of their choreography. Working toward
adding to their achievements list, the U.S.
team predicts nothing less than elegance
on the ice from the figure skaters as they
prepare for the upcoming winter games.
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Wake Up, America! It’s Time For Equality
By RISHABH KAPOOR, senior
IT’S TIME that we are all treated equally
as humans. In 1972, the Title IX of the
Education Amendments Act was passed to
minimize the gap between sexes, stating,
“No person in the United States shall,
on the basis of sex, be excluded from
participation in, be denied the benefits of,
or be subjected to discrimination under
any education program or activity receiving
Federal financial assistance.” Decades after
its implementation, this rule is starting to be
followed on a daily basis. More and more
women are participating in sports, and
the gap between the number of men and
women who participate is getting smaller
and smaller. Cheers, America, you’re starting
to learn from your mistakes.
In 1972, Title IX opened the door for
women for the first time to participate in
all the activities and sports open to men.
This breakthrough allowed for women to
participate in all activities funded by the
federal government, and states themselves
could not choose otherwise. Not only did
Title IX open the way for women in sports,
but it also reversed gender stereotypes in
school. After the sex discrimination ban
was enacted, it became illegal for colleges
to refuse women admission, a common
practice at the time. Today, women are clearly
outnumbering men in receiving higher
education, for, according to most reports,
about 57% of college students are women.
In addition, Title IX forever changed gender
stereotypes in the classroom. Before, it was
widely accepted that men were good at
math, science, and other advanced academic
subjects, while women were only skilled in

domestic activities, such as staying home and
taking care of the children, as well as cooking
for the household. Now, such stereotypes
are but a faint memory, as women have made
their mark and excelled at almost everything
that men have. Thanks to Title
IX, the feminist movement
has made long strides
toward
complete
gender equality, but
unfortunately, there
is still work to
be done.
Today
in
sports, women
can be affiliated
with a variety
of sports clubs
and participate
in all different
types of leagues
with
help
from
organizations such as
the Boys and Girls
Clubs of America,
a
nonprofit
organization of
local chapters
that provides
after-school
prog rams
for
young
people. After
Title IX, the
percentage of
college women in sports increased from a
measly 2% to a more-than-respectable 43%.
This number is definitely on the rise, but
with the proportion of men who participate
at 54%, a gap still exists.

Digging for Victory
By SANJAY ATHREY, junior

AFTER FINISHING last season with an
impressive 12-10 overall record to qualify
for the state tournament, the JP Stevens
boys volleyball team looks to establish itself
as a team to watch out for in the fiercely
competitive GMC Red Division and a
serious contender for the coveted county
championship this season. The road to
achieving success in a division filled with
talented teams is always tough, and crucial
losses of graduating seniors, namely First
Team All-State selection Kyle Mackiewicz,
will not make it any easier for the team.
Nonetheless, returning players such as Nirav
Patel (11), Aakash Shrivastava (12), and
captains Eric Li (11) and Sam Kim (12) are
confident that this team has the potential
to exceed expectations and continue last
season’s success. In particular, Coach White
is optimistic about the team’s upcoming
season, stating that “despite the losses of
certain key seniors, the development of
returning starters as well as new starters
coming up through the JV program will
more than compensate.”
This optimism can be attributed to an
adaptation in playstyles that resulted from
the graduation of Mackiewicz and the
insertion of new, eager players into the
starting lineup, according to captain Sam
Kim (12). When asked about what makes this
year’s team different from those in the past,
he replied, “This year’s team feels like a more
connected team [that] can count on anyone.
We are [not] all playing around one player.”
The prospect of new players shining over
the course of the season is always a thrilling
one, no matter which sport, but in order for
the Hawks to compete, they will need all of
their pieces performing at their very best day
in and day out. They will certainly be tested
when they compete with GMC adversaries
St. Joseph and East Brunswick, who were
seeded second and first, respectively, in
last year’s GMC tournament. Furthermore,

one cannot forget to mention Old Bridge,
who has a starting lineup of almost entirely
returning varsity players. Captain Eric Li
(11), an All-Red Division and All-Greater
Middlesex Conference selection last season,
believes that “Old Bridge will most likely be
[the] toughest matchup, due to the fact that
they have most of their starters returning
with solid chemistry between them, so [the
team] will have to play [its] best against them
specifically.”
Despite talented opposition in the
division, the team maintains the positive
outlook on the season and believes that
achieving its goals is still very possible.
Captain Eric Li (11) states that the main
goal over the course of the season would be
“to get better every day, make a deep run in
the GMC tournament, and qualify for the
state tournament in the process, where we
can hopefully turn some heads.” In order
to do so, the Hawks have been working
hard in practice, coming up with some new
plays that have never been revealed in the
past. They have experimented with using
certain attacking players as decoys to give
other players openings to score kills, and
such strategies have been successful in their
practices and scrimmages; in fact, the varsity
team has won all five of its scrimmages in
the preseason. Armed with the knowledge
that their tactical improvements have proven
effective in actual gameplay, the team
is excited to put them to use during the
regular season. Eric remarks that “the new
plays [they’ve] been working on are great at
building hype in the crowd, in addition to
being effective ways to score points.”
With another season of volleyball right
around the corner, the Hawks feel like they
possess the formula for success, making
them legitimate contenders in a heavily
contested conference. Given the team’s work
ethic, past success, quality returning players,
and determined new players, one can rest
assured that the Hawks will give it their all
to churn out yet another successful season.

The most prominent evidence of existing
sex discrimination in sports today is the
incredible wage gap between male and
female athletes. The difference between
how much male and female athletes are

paid depends greatly on the
sport, with U.S. National
Soccer Federation being
by far one of the
worst leagues in terms
of unfair wages in
favor of men. For
example, though
the U.S. Women’s
Soccer team’s
success last
year raised
$20 million
more than
the men’s
team, the
women players
earn approximately four
times less than the men.
On the other hand,
the
International
Tennis
Federation,
which is partnered with the Men’s Tennis
Association (ATP) and the Women’s Tennis
Association (WTA), is one of the best
leagues in regulating wages with these two
tennis associations to try to abolish the wage

gap in tennis. At the Grand Slams, the most
competitive tennis tournaments, the payout
is the same for men and women. Lost in
the debate, however, is that even in tennis,
men clearly still earn more than women in
many smaller tournaments. Although we
have made great strides towards leveling the
playing field, the wage gap is far from being
eliminated.
Most experts attribute this wage gap
towards the general popularity of male
athletics. And it makes sense, too, in a country
like the United States. For example, what is
the biggest sporting event of the year? The
Super Bowl, part of the NFL: a men’s only
league. In basketball, the NBA still highly
overshadows the WNBA, Women’s National
Basketball Association (and why isn’t the
NBA called the Men’s National Basketball
Association?). Baseball and the MLB are
America’s favorite pastimes, whereas softball
is clearly not as widespread. Baseball always
gets more attention than softball. Women’s
sports simply do not get the same buzz as
men’s sports when it comes to coverage. It’s
time that changes.
And you can help. You can help empower
women in sports by joining a women’s rights
organization. Or you can check to see if
your school is in compliance with Title IX
and not discriminating based on any factor,
and publicize any issues you might see. Or,
simply, you can be aware of the myths and
facts surrounding gender inequality, speak
out, and most importantly, support all the
women around you. One enormous positive
of the feminist movement is increased
confidence in women themselves. And
athletes or not, that is the goal we are all
striving for in the end. It’s time.

Spring: A Hole in One
By GRACE WU, senior

AS THE WEATHER slowly warms up and
the grass turns greener, more specks of
people appear on golf courses. And the JP
Stevens golfers waste no time to prepare for
the impending season, fitting in practices
any day the course is open. Both the boys
and girls golf teams are excited and ready to
play this spring. As the boys look to improve
their record from last year, the girls hope to
maintain a winning streak as they prepare to
face off new challengers.
With only one senior who graduated last
year, the girls golf team remains mostly intact
for the 2016-17 season. The team will benefit
from the experience of the seasoned players,
including seniors Grace Wu and Victoria
Tan, who are headed into their fourth season
with the team. After a winning season
of 11-3 from last year, the team aims to
continue its success and qualify for the state
tournament in May again. Co-captains Grace
Wu (12) and Victoria Tan (12) are excited to
lead the way for their close-knit team as they
face their toughest season yet. Victoria is
“eager to welcome [her] new teammates and
have fun in [her] last year” while Grace just
“hopes to have another successful season
and end [her] experience on a high note.”
Both players have been valuable assets to
the team since 2014, their freshman year, by
being the most reliable and top contributors
during each season. In addition to their
individual accomplishments, the captains
seek to develop a more solid foundation
among the team members by organizing
several preseason practices throughout
the year. On the other side of the course,
Coach Savulich is hoping to fit in as many
practices as possible in order to unleash the
team’s full potential. She knows the girls are
capable of playing well, but she looks for
more consistency this season. The team’s
biggest opponents this season will be Mount
Saint Mary Academy and Hillsborough High
School, whom the Hawks struggled with last

season. They are also set to compete with
West Windsor North and Colonia High
School this year for the first time, hoping to
expand the scope of their competition.
On the boys side, the team is looking
for new blood to replace Rohit Iyer and
Daniel DeFilippo, two of their top players
who graduated last year. With 21 matches
scheduled before the county tournament,
the team will surely have a busy season.
Once again, the boys prepare to face the
strongest teams in their conference and
division, East Brunswick and St. Joseph,
after suffering losses against them in the
previous season. Because of the offseason
preparation that the players have done,
thanks in large part to the opening of the
new Topgolf location on Route 1 in Edison,
the team maintains an optimistic outlook
this spring. In particular, Thomas Hsu (12),
heading into his fourth year as a starter
for the team, has high hopes for the team,
stating, “We’ve all been working hard over
the summer and the friendly competition
among the players has really helped all of
us improve.” Fellow senior David Szeto
is equally “honored to have played with
the boys, no matter how the season ends,
because [he has] found a family among the
team.” This year’s team is heavy on juniors,
with five returning members, as well as
new recruits among underclassmen. Coach
Canova is specifically looking to provide the
newer players as much play time as possible,
hoping to prepare his underclassmen for
future seasons, “Everyone on the team
knows what they need to work on, and I
trust them to get out there as soon as the
snow melts and do whatever needs to be
done to improve their game.”
Possessing newly assembled rosters, the
boys and girls golf teams are prepared to
continue competing in thrilling matches
against the top teams. With veteran
experience and new facilities, both teams are
equipped with the assets needed to make the
upcoming season one to remember.
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The Academy Awards of Sports
By JENNA YAN, sophomore
KNOWN AS the Oscars of the sports

world, the annual Laureus World Sports
Awards celebrate the remarkable athletic
accomplishments of men and women
around the world. The idea of the Laureus
World Sports Awards was founded by South
African Johann Rupert, now Chairman of
Richemont, in the 1970s. Rupert believed
that sports have to power to bridge schisms
in society and unify people across their
differences. Adhering to Rupert’s belief
in benefitting the community, the Laureus
Sport for Good Foundation also uses the
proceeds of the awards to fund about 150
global community projects.
Every year, the Laureus World Sports
Academy, a nomination panel that consists
of the world’s leading sports editors, writers,
and broadcasters, selects the nominees
for the five categories of awards: the
Laureus World Sportsman of the Year,
Sportswoman of the Year, Team of the
Year, World Breakthrough of the Year,
and Comeback of the Year. Additionally, a
specialist panel selects the nominees for two
additional categories, Laureus World Action
Sportsperson of the Year and Sportsperson
of the Year with Disability. The winners
are determined by a secret vote within the
Laureus World Sports Academy.
Hosted by actor Hugh Grant, the 2017
“Sports Oscars” took place on February 14
in Monaco, France. This year, the ceremony
was highlighted by Usain Bolt’s reception of
the coveted Laureus World Sportsman of
the Year for the fourth time. The Jamaican
sprinter had been chosen out of a prestigious
list of nominees, including Cleveland
Cavaliers forward Lebron James, world

tennis number one Andy Murray, and Real
Madrid forward Cristiano Ronaldo. Bolt’s
four-time win of the award—a feat that only
tennis player Roger Federer has matched—
solidified his reputation as the fastest man of
all time. Bolt once again impressed the world
at the 2016 Rio Olympics, where he took the
gold, outrunning American rival Justin Gatlin
with a time of 9.81 seconds in the 100-meter
final. Bolt also took home two more gold
medals in the 200-meter final and the 4x100-

meter relay. His success at the 2016 Rio
Olympics had completed a “triple-triple”
career victory, in which he had won all three
events at the previous two Olympics.
In the women’s category, American
gymnast Simone Biles was crowned the
Sportswoman of the Year, beating out track
star Allyson Felix, swimming sensation
Katie Ledecky, and British cyclist Laura
Kenny. Like Bolt, the 4’9” gymnast had
also outshined other competitors at the

Forty is the New Twenty
By ADARSSH NAGARAJAN, senior

IT IS SAID that the older we become, the
less energetic and active we get. Our bodies
start to break down, and before we know it,
we are sitting in a wheelchair and need help
to even walk down the stairs. For athletes,
however, “old age” starts earlier. Because
athletes are more physically active, their
bodies begin to wear down faster, unable to
keep up with the demands of their sport.
They inevitably spiral downwards toward
mediocrity and ultimately are forced to
retire. As a result, in professional sports,
the younger and more spry athletes
are more valued than an
old, grizzled vet who’s
been playing for over
ten years.
Yet, once in awhile, we get a
transcendent athlete, who seems to
defy the constraints of aging, inspiring
more and more athletes to continue
playing. Their workout regimen,
healthy lifestyle, and indisputable
talent allow these athletes to look
younger and play better with each
passing year. Athletes such as Tom
Brady, Roger Federer, and Serena
Williams, well into their 30s, continue
to dominate their respective sports
despite the passing of time. They are
our beacons of inspiration and proof
that anyone can do anything if they try.
At the 2017 Australian Open, Roger
Federer and Serena Williams, both 35
years old, turned back time and managed
to beat everyone in their way, becoming
champions. That championship put
Serena Williams at a grand total of 23
Grand Slam titles, moving her to second on
the all-time list and one title behind Steffi
Graf with 24. Likewise, Federer also won
the Australian Open, increasing his total
to 18 Grand Slam titles and furthering the
gap between second-place Rafael Nadal
and Pete Sampras, both with 14 titles, and

him. These remarkable, yet well deserved,
wins sparked debate about whether tennis
is really becoming a younger person’s game.
Typically, after tennis players age past the
30-year-old benchmark, their reflexes and
physical strength deteriorate significantly,
and they are unable to keep up with their
younger competition. In fact, about 10% of
the four Grand Slam tournament champions
are over 29. Winners over 31 years? A
measly 3.3%. Statistically, the dominance of
Williams and the resurgence of
Federer is baffling. At 35 years
old, they should
have no chance
at winning a

Grand
Slam
title.
B u t
despite their “old” age, it is clear that
their decades of experience, training, and
dedication trump the passing of time.
Speaking
of
experience,
Patriot
quarterback Tom Brady won his fifth Super
Bowl this year, setting the record for the
most Super Bowls won by a quarterback.

past Olympics. There, Biles won four gold
medals and a bronze, which made her the
most decorated U.S. female gymnast ever of
all time.
The most decorated Olympian of all time
was also honored at the Laureus World Sports
Awards. American swimmer Michael Phelps
won the Comeback of the Year Award, after
returning from retirement to compete in
the 2016 Olympic Games. The thirty one
year old exceeded expectations, taking home
five golds and a silver—bringing his overall
medal count to 23.
Aside
from
the
remarkable
accomplishments of individuals in sport,
Laureus also honored team achievements.
The Chicago Cubs, who in 2016 secured
their first Fall Classic win in 108 years,
were awarded the prize of World Team of
the Year. Their dramatic 4-3 victory over
the Cleveland Indians proved to be an
accomplishment that will be remembered
for years to come. Sportsmanship was
also recognized at the award show when
Barcelona’s under twelve soccer team
won the Laureus World Best Sporting
Moment of the Year Award. After beating
Japanese rivals in a 1-0 final of the Junior
Soccer World Challenge on August 31, the
Barcelona team quickly rushed to console
their visibly distraught Japanese rivals in a
comforting gesture of sportsmanship.
Once again, the Laureus World Sports
Awards recognized the dedication of the
world’s most talented athletes and gave
viewers the chance to relive the most
exciting moments in the past year of sports.
More importantly, however, they revisited
moments that looked beyond the scoreboard
or podium, bringing life to the message that
sports has the power to unite the world.
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Lacrosse

By THE SPORTS EDITORS

WITH THE ADVENT of spring comes
the true beginning of the spring sports
season. Once the snow has cleared, the
stellar athletes of JP Stevens spill onto the
turf, ready to dominate the field. And this
year is no different. Led by seniors Robert
Distefano, Rishi Roy, and Paul Trevidic, the
JP Stevens lacrosse team is more than ready
to play as a team.
Unlike some high school sports such
as soccer and basketball, varsity lacrosse
is particularly difficult to coach, learn, and
excel in because it does not have a middle
school feeder program. Luckily, the Hawks
are guided by a stellar coach who knows the
sport inside out. With more than a decade of
JP coaching experience under his belt, Coach
Siter first picked up the game at Bernards
High School in 2002. He trained under Mark
Moreau, one of the top coaches in the state
of New Jersey. Throughout high school, he
slowly realized that beyond the rudimentary
game of throwing and catching, lacrosse
involves a deeper connection between
the individual players and the coach. Over
these years of playing, Coach Siter slowly
developed a personal passion for playing
and coaching. Even after so many years, he
still enjoys “watching inexperienced players
try out as freshman and develop into true
team players” over four seasons.
For the 2017 season, the team will be led
by a trio of stellar senior athletes: midfielder
Robert Distefano, goalie Rishi Roy, and

“We work on preparing
our defense as a group and
matching our best defender
on their best attack.”
—Coach Siter

Brady has continually defied his age
limitations and has dominated the NFL
season after season. On the other hand, at
39, Broncos quarterback Peyton Manning
missed seven games due to a foot injury
and had a 67.9 passer rating, the worst one
of his career. Manning retired shortly after.
What about Brady? At 39, Tom Brady led his
conference, the AFC, in passer rating, yards
per attempt, and passing yards per game (he
did, however, miss four games because of
his participation in the Deflategate scandal).
Brady attributes his dominance to his years
of experience in football, stating, “I have
been blessed to learn the right methods,
through my nutrition, hydration, pliability
and proper rest. It’s really not that
hard if you do the right thing.”
Also contributing to his success
is his mindset: Brady is always
determined to become a smarter,
better player. Each season,
he does a rigorous workout
regimen with his fellow Patriots,
improving his workout scores
each of his past three seasons. A
few years down the road, someone
might come in and take his job. But
that won’t happen unless he retires.
We look at veteran athletes and
sometimes shake our heads. How is
it possible that an older athlete, who
is more susceptible to injuries and
fatigue, can still compete against
fresh college graduates? Yet, there
are many athletes deep in their
30s or 40s, in addition to Serena
Williams, Roger Federer, and Tom
Brady, who manage to produce consistently
remarkable results season after season.
These sports legends are idolized for their
stable dominance and display of talent
throughout years and decades of playing.
But more importantly, they inspire us to
continue following our passions despite the
challenges that may surface along the way.

defender Paul Trevidic. Robert Distefano
(12) has consistently inspired his teammates
through his impressive goal-scoring, scoring
85 goals and making 26 assists throughout
his high school career. He is backed by
another three-year varsity player, Paul
Trevidic (12), on defense. With their years
of experience, Coach Siter is confident in his
offense of scoring and overall team defense.
However, the Hawks success will not only
depend on the sheer talent of key returning
players, but also how the team improves as
a whole. Every practice, Coach Siter directs
his team through rigorous stick drills, hoping
to improve his team’s control of the ball.
Through these exercises, the players gain
confidence in their personal technical skills
and feel more comfortable rotating the
ball around the cage. These drills also help
strengthen the team’s man-to-man defensive
skills, as Coach Siter remarks, “We work
on preparing our defense as a group and
matching our best defender on their best
attack.” Additionally, by filling practices with
long-distance running and weightlifting, each
player develops a stronger mind and a sense
of discipline, two characteristics essential to
the team’s overall success.
In addition to physical strength, Coach
Siter understands the importance of team
camaraderie. Throughout practices and
tryouts, he was particularly impressed by
the consistent words of encouragement
between the team members. After games,
the team typically gathers at the mall or at
EATs to simply relax, celebrate, and develop
chemistry that translates onto the field.
As a coach, Coach Siter maintains a close
relationship with each of his players, noting
that “most players who play for the program
and graduate keep in touch [with him].”
Throughout the rest of this season, these
essential bonds among the team members
and the coach will help push the team deeper
into the GMCs and hopefully qualify for the
state tournament.

