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A Tempestuous Performance

JP Stevens: A Biography
By MATT LEE, senior

ASHLEY BOWEN

Junior Steve Silvestri plays Prospero the wizard, recounting his past to his daughter
Miranda, played by junior Rebecca Phillips.
By ANGELA PAUL, sophomore
 On a fantasy-filled night

teeming with magical spirits
and nymphs, actors in emerald
gowns danced onstage during
the JP Theatre Company’s fall
production of “The Tempest.”
Set on an enchanted island in the

Mediterranean, “The Tempest”
tells the story of a powerful sorcerer
seeking revenge against his powerhungry and treacherous brother,
Antonio. With unexpected plot
twists, elements of romance, and
the multidimensional characters
that define Shakespearean dramas,
“The Tempest” is a compelling

story wrapped around the core
themes of vengeance, freedom, and
supernatural forces.
The story begins with the
introduction of the sorcerer
Prospero, played by junior Steve
Silvestri, as the rightful Duke of

See TEMPEST, page 8

John P. Stevens High School
first opened in the autumn of 1964.
At the time, it was commissioned
because Edison’s population was
growing too fast for Edison High
School. The town had changed its
name from Raritan just ten years
before, after a public vote chose the
name “Edison” over “Nixon.”
Despite walking through JP’s
hallways every day, most students
hardly know anything about the
history of this school. Some of us
might be able to tell stories about
the years when our football team
won States. Yet even that story,
from less than twelve years ago,
seems like a distant memory.
In fact, most students have no
idea why the school was built or
who the elusive John P. Stevens
really was. I have often heard
teachers talk about how Mr.
Stevens was a rich businessman
who donated land to the school and
that the Edison Board of Education
named the school after him as a

token of gratitude. But, then again,
I have also heard that there is a pool
on the third floor (hey freshmen, it
really does exist!).
In my search for the truth, I
asked the Edison BOE to provide
me with exact documentation. If
the school had been given land by
the wealthy John P. Stevens there
would be a record of the property
transaction. Meeting minutes from
1961, however, made no mention
of this donation; the first mention
of the land was as “a site on Grove
Avenue for a Senior High School,”
but the property was negotiated
from township land and bought
from private property, not donated.
In fact, there was never a mention
of any donation. The New York
Times published an obituary after
John P. Stevens’ death honoring
his many accomplishments, but
never once mentioned that he gave
land to the Edison Township. In a
BOE resolution, Mr. Stevens was
also thanked for his many deeds for

See HISTORY, page 9

Hurricane Sandy Relief
By SARVANI KURUGANTI,
junior
Leaving everything behind
and returning to nothing seems
unimaginable, but for those who
faced adversity as a result of
Hurricane Sandy, this disaster
became reality.
The spirit of community that
has prevailed during these trying
times has caused many people to
open their homes to one another.
But when news channels first
began broadcasting the upcoming
hurricane rapidly approaching

the East Coast, the initial reaction
was one of excitement: which tests
would be postponed? How many
days of school would be missed?
The severity of the storm was
largely unanticipated.
On October 19, Superstorm
Sandy began as a tropical wave in
the Caribbean, quickly developing
into a tropical storm in just six
hours. Sandy made landfall in the
United States about ten days later,
buffeting Atlantic City with winds
of eighty miles per hour. The
storm’s intensity had dropped to
a Category 1 storm, but its impact

was still largely devastating due to
a combination of cold fronts that
held the storm in place.
Streets were flooded, trees
and power lines were knocked
down, and Atlantic City’s famed
boardwalk was ripped apart. Over
six million households across
the Northeast lost power, forcing
citizens residing in disaster-hit
areas to look to one another for
support. Members of public service
gas and electric companies, such
as Elizabethtown Gas and PSE&G

See SANDY, page 8

JESSICA LIU

The aftermath of Sandy left millions of people with burned
houses and no power, but a newfound national spirit.

Walk the Wa(l)ksman A Whole New World of Service
By ARIHANT SETH, junior
 On December 7, the John

P. Stevens Waksman Scholars
Program traveled to Rutgers
University to display its current
genetic research on the duckweed
species, Landoltia punctata.
The Waksman program provides
opportunities for high school
students and their biology teachers
to participate in and contribute
to an authentic research project
focusing on molecular biology and
bioinformatics. In the midst of a
very productive year, Mr. Jones
and the team displayed poise and
academic achievement in front
of the panel of scientists and
researchers at the university. After
an outstanding presentation, the

event culminated with a dinner
sponsored by Rutgers.
Senior Anmol Mittal recounts,
“There were sighs of relief after
I realized that all the hard work,
time, and dedication that came
with being an LSS (Lead Student
Scientist) proved to be successful.
I am pleased with our work so
far.” The team maintained high
spirits after the results solidified
their efforts and dedication
into success. The research also
presented by other schools around
the neighboring counties was
highly analytical and JP scholars
demonstrated their understanding
of genomic sequences, DNA
replication, and DNA architecture

See WAKSMAN, page 8

By TANAYA BADSA, freshman
 A glimmering Arabian skyline,

flowing fabrics, and twinkling

lights adorned the cafeteria
walls as JP Stevens Key Club’s
annual Winter Fundraising Dance
began. Held to raise money for

NIKHILA MANCHIKANTI

Students purchase tickets and put them in cups, hoping
that they will win one of the people being auctioned.
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the Eliminate Project, a service
program dedicated to eliminating
maternal/neonatal tetanus (MNT),
a bacterial infection that causes
painful tightening of the muscles,
in Third World countries, the
Arabian Nights event entertained
and enchanted each one of the
students who attended.
Key Club members transformed
the cafeteria into an “Arabian
Night” setting with pounding
music, dancing, and, above all,
spirit! Preparation for the event
required almost a month’s work
from white gossamer cloths and
curtains to glowing dark green
centerpieces.
Chairperson
of
the Special Events Committee,

See DANCE, page 8
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It’s a Bird, It’s a Plane, It’s Superfan!
By JESSICA FRANCIS, sophomore
A few days ago, I asked my five-yearold cousin what he wanted to be when he
grew up. Smiling, he responded by saying,
“Hawkeye!” No, not this publication, but the
popular Avenger with superhuman archery
abilities. We all know those friends of ours
who “fanboy” or “fangirl” over Iron Man or
rave over the epic cinematography of the
Dark Knight series. The comic book worlds
of these champions and their constant
fight against all forces of evil have seen a
recent revival, as new movies add modern
perspective to these classic characters.
These movies have sparked an
interest for the genre, building
vastly renowned franchises
that appeal to practically
all audiences. From
Comic-Con to the toy
industry, it is not hard to
see that superheroes are
once again a sensation.
We all know the
stereotypic formula for a
superhero movie: start with
an endearing, lovable male
lead, throw in some superhuman
abilities, a female love interest,
an eccentric villain, humor, and
action, and finally, connect
them all under a clichéd thematic
message. This standard has
proven to be simple yet effective.
It has managed to churn out
countless unforgettable heroes
from Superman to Catwoman. The
generic path that these superheroes follow
is rarely strayed from. So the question must
be asked: why do we always keep falling in
love with these formulaic plot lines?
Answers often include the usual
theories, primarily the human need for an
archetype. Most people attribute our love
of superheroes to our natural instinct of
looking up to an ideal, extraordinary leader
and protector. Our need for someone who
can look out for us results in an admiration
of these exceptionally unique individuals
who surpass human standards and save the
world from imminent danger. Each of us

wants a personal hero, a savior, or a knight
in shining armor. Or, in this case, Tony Stark
in shining armor. We find our heroes in
these impossible, imaginary worlds of fiction
because they stand apart from the everyday
heroes we are accustomed to seeing.
Another reason behind our adoration of
all things “superhero” is our own desire to
become incredible. Whether acknowledged
or not, we all have an undeniable aspiration
for greatness. Of course, some of us don’t
settle for President of the United States or
Nobel Prize winner, but rather aspire to be
superhuman guardians of the entire human
race. We want to not only be good at what
we can do, but also be great at
what we can’t do, and hope
to (more
or

less) fly, be incredibly strong, or stop
armies of menacing evil-doers.
Lately, the evolution of this genre has
made the title of “Super” more attainable for
you and me. Not only do we want to look up
to these heroes, but we also believe that we
can be like them. For example, characters
such as Superman or the X-men, who have
mind-blowing abilities because of alien
descent or accidental exposure to toxic
waste, are fading out and being replaced by
those such as Batman or Iron Man, who have
strength because they worked and trained

hard and are only “super” because they
created the power for themselves. In other
words, we are becoming disillusioned with
heroes who simply happen to be blessed
with the impossible and moving towards
heroes who were just like us but became
something special. That is not to say we
do not still appreciate the former kind, but
the latter simply holds more appeal to the
masses. The possibility of becoming a hero
is something that we all secretly hope for;
that’s why we love to see that unfold before
our eyes, at least on the big screen.
These so-called “generic” superheroes
are clearly much more than simply the
results of a clichéd, overused blueprint.
These movies have spurred some of the most
influential quotes that we all know, such as
the legendary “With great power
comes great responsibility,”
from Spider-man, or the
unforgettable “Why do
we fall? To rise,” line
resounding through the
Dark Knight trilogy. The
ideals we learn from
these unlikely places
undoubtedly go far
deeper than what you
expect from your average
“superhero movie.” They
are not just movies; they
are sources of life lessons
that speak to us all.
And yet, beyond all these
psychological theories, there
must be something more to the
fact that six of the top twelve
highest
opening-weekend
box office grosses in history are held
by superhero movies. Clearly, we don’t
find these movies “gross” at all. Perhaps
the ultimate reason we are so enamored by
superheroes is that they are entertaining.
I personally love to watch these movies;
the humor, wit, and action, coupled with
dramatic cinematography and great acting,
produce a breathtaking two hours that leave
me, as well as a countless number of other
loyal fans, wanting more. After all, who
doesn’t enjoy watching a thrilling superhero
movie?

Ravings about Cravings
By SIMMI SHARMA, sophomore
It’s twelfth period, and you’re
slouched in a stuffy classroom listening to
your teacher lecture about mitosis over and
over. You regret sleeping late last night — or
this early morning — after studying for that
killer test second period when suddenly, a
sensation overcomes you. You frantically
look around the room and spot it instantly:
that irresistible brown box with maroon
lettering. As soon as the bell rings, you chase
your classmate down the hallway, and she
opens the box, revealing the foil-wrapped
treasures in all their glory. You begin to
salivate as you pick out the last remaining
bar of your favorite chocolate flavor and
rummage through your pockets, hoping
that you can find enough change. Upon
parting ways, you begin doubting whether
you should have spent the money, but justify
your worries with the fulfillment you get
from scarfing down the whole bar.
As high school students and growing
teenagers, we have an inexplicable
dependency on food, whether it be candy,
junk food, or even well-balanced meals. We
find that eating is just something we never
seem to stop doing. Going beyond our meals
and snack breaks, there are certain times
when we are completely immersed in our
own cravings. What many students don’t
realize is that our dependency on and desire
for individual comfort foods stem from our

current emotions and are triggered by our
past memories or our present state of mind.
Pretend, for instance, that it’s late
Thursday night and you’ve just sat down
to begin a forty page reading assignment.
As you internally berate yourself for
procrastinating, you feel your taste buds
salivating for a salty snack. Unable to resist,
you rip open a bag of chips and munch while
you peruse the text. Sounds familiar, right?
This mysterious hunger is caused by the
body’s wish for the hormones serotonin and
oxytocin, released by sugary and salty foods.
Serotonin gives us a sense of well-being and
happiness, while oxytocin gives us a sense of
contentment and love. When you eat specific
foods, the hormones they stimulate promote
a relaxed feeling in our bodies, which is
why you have the cravings in the first place
— your body feels a need to relieve itself of
stress and replace it with pleasure.
Throughout our journey from childhood
to adulthood, we often become buried under
piles of emotions. We might be dealing with
heartbreak, bad grades, or even a fight; and
often, the popular solution is to eat away our
troubles. The feeling does not necessarily
need to be negative — you could have just
finished a long project and felt the need to
reward yourself with brownies. Food can
make us feel a range of positive emotions.
So when you have a bad day, you sing a sad
song and proceed to bury your troubles in ice
cream or perhaps in apple pie.

Our cravings also manifest themselves
as nostalgia. Summertime is a mix of fond
memories — the smell of smoky barbecue, the
sweet, cold taste of ice cream and saccharine
Italian ice, and the fried yummy goodness of
funnel cake. It may not be apparent, but the
taste of our favorite foods is actually capable
of triggering a psychological response; just
as our minds can associate the crisp smell of
peppermint or gingerbread with the winter
holidays, they can associate the sugary cold
flavor of ice cream with hot summer days.
Subconsciously, our bodies wish to stop
and reminisce, perhaps about a certain
happy memory, a person, or a time. These
memories and the urge to return to and
relive them are signaled by a pang of hunger,
and are alleviated by that first scrumptious
bite of food.
As amazing as we think (read: know)
our comfort foods are, it is important to
remember that these foods are generally very
unhealthy. While it is perfectly fine to crave
a certain food and to eat away your feelings
and stress from time to time, developing
such habits can also lead to unhappiness as
you observe your steadily growing waistline.
All food is good only in moderation, even
comfort foods. So the next time you find
yourself in class craving just one more
piece of your favorite bar of Gertrude Hawk
chocolate, think about why exactly you
may want it. It won’t be just because you’re
hungry.
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SODArn Unhealthy
By AMEER MALIK, junior
In September of last year, the New York
City Board of Health approved a ban on
sugary drinks from being sold in restaurants
and movie theaters or by street vendors in
containers larger than sixteen ounces. The
Mayor of New York City, Michael Bloomberg,
believes that this regulation, which will
come into effect on March 12, 2013, is an
important step toward combating obesity
across the country. This bold move by New
York City may also serve as a precedent for
other cities in the United States, and similar
measures may be taken elsewhere in the
nation in the near future.
Yet many are annoyed by this restriction
and feel that this ban is too strict, believing
that it is not the responsibility of a city
government to act as a “parent” for its people.
However, the soda ban is a genuinely helpful
policy that should be upheld. This ban is not
merely about the availability and negative
health effects of Big Gulps and Super-Sized
drinks. Rather, it is part of a larger issue —
should those who have the means to enforce
restrictions on others do so if it is for the
restricted group’s own good?
It is common courtesy to act with care and
kindness toward others and to avoid causing
others harm. We all wish that anyone with
the means and capability to do so will help
us face the hardships and crises that we may
encounter; this is why we feel the need to
aid others when they are facing their own
problems.
Thus, restricting people from hurting
themselves falls in line with moral behavior:
it is not meddlesome, nor is it intrusive. We
would not want people around us whom
we care about to face any sort of harm. If
someone has a terrible smoking habit, a

good friend of his would urge the smoker
to stop in order to preserve his friend’s
health. The friend could introduce him to
addiction recovery groups or buy nicotine
patches for him. Similarly, if a student were
completely hooked on social media
websites, a considerate peer would
urge this student to stay away
from the computer so that
the student’s grades
don’t suffer, utilizing

Some may say that if people truly want to
engage in self-damaging behavior, then they
will find a way to do so. For example, your
computer-addicted friend could use a library
computer or your smoking friend could
miss meetings with his support group.
While no one can completely force
somebody else to change
his or her lifestyle,
suggestions
can
definitely
be

software to block time-wasting sites. How
can anyone possibly allow someone else to
suffer if coming to his or her aid requires
something as simple as a few words or some
light restrictions?

made and guidance
can be offered. Still,
it is our duty to at least limit these people’s
access to such detrimental items, making it
more difficult for them to hurt themselves.

New York City is tired of having people
die from obesity-related causes and wants to
make it more difficult for people to become
obese or overweight. A twenty-year study
conducted on 120,000 men and women
by the Harvard School of Public Health
reported that sugary drinks contribute
immensely to obesity. This study also showed
that people who drank twelve ounces of a
sugary beverage in addition to their usual
daily consumption were more likely to gain
weight than those who did not; this clearly
shows that sugar-filled juices and sodas are
damaging to the body. Restricting the sales
of such beverages is another step toward
reducing obesity.
This law does not entirely infringe upon
the right for a New Yorker to consume huge
quantities of sugary beverages; someone
who really wants to can purchase multiple
sixteen-ounce servings even when the thirtytwo-ounce cups are banned. This freedom,
this right, is still available — it is simply
more inconvenient for people to harm their
own health. Paying for two drinks would
obviously cost more than paying for one and
handling two or more drinks at a time could
be a hassle. Those who are so dependent on
sugary beverages that they cannot give them
up will turn to these alternatives, but others
who might be only mildly dependent or
just slightly excessive in their habits would
decrease their consumption and thus cause
less harm to themselves.
For these reasons, this new policy on
soda bans in New York City, as well as
similar policies that might be implemented
in the future, should be executed across
the country. This ban is not a product of
a city government’s wish to oppress its
inhabitants. On the contrary, it stems from
true compassion for the people.
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Blast from the Past: You Know You Go to JP When...

Rebuilding the Right
By JEROME FRANCIS, political columnist
I cannot

recall the last time I
remembered a notable mention of the
Republican Party as anything other than
the target of political cartoons, SNL satires,
or MSNBC rants. Some see the GOP as
the Berlin Wall of progress, barring the
United States from passing meaningful
legislation, while others view it as a strong
party, albeit without a clear leader. Another
major problem for the party is their
strict adherence to old and outdated
ideals. These issues allowed the
Democrats to come out on top in
the 2012 election and caused many
to question the future of the GOP.
As the Republicans look ahead to
the 2014 Midterms and the 2016
Presidential Election, a number of
changes are needed if they hope to
stand a fighting chance.
The Republican Party’s main weakness
these past 8 years has been the lack of a
true leader; every potential leader who
has come to the party’s forefront has been
criticized by one sect of the party or another
for various reasons, such as being callous,
contradictory to the party’s policies, or just
plain foolish.
Ultimately, these criticisms have led to an
exaggerated image of the Republican Party
as a radical group of conservatives who are
unwilling to compromise on anything that
doesn’t lead to the creation of a new, more
limited government.
Looking forward, the Republicans need
a vanguard, a new leader under whom they
can unite. This leader can’t be a polarizing
figure; he or she must maintain the smallgovernment ideals of the Republican
Party while also realizing that Medicare,
Medicaid, and Social Security have become
essential to U.S. society. The truth is that the
welfare state is now permanent — people
require Medicare and Social Security to

sustain themselves in the last stages of their
lives and want these benefits to be backed by
an entity more trustworthy than any private
company — the government. Chipping away
at the government’s powers would sour
relations with the elderly, a cornerstone of
the Republican electorate.
In addition, this new Republican
champion must understand that
our nation’s defense
must be approached

differently in the
twenty-first century and
should involve measures
other than simply pulling out the big guns.
Defense can no longer be built up for costly
wars like the those in Iraq and Afghanistan.
If the Republicans want a balanced budget,
they must improve on — ironically —Hillary
Clinton’s idea of smart spending — that is,
investing in ideas that save money while
yielding good results. Why waste billions of
dollars developing new weapons with slight
advantages over current weaponry when it
only costs a few million dollars to improve
or produce other valuable assets?
In terms of taxes, the plan is plain and
simple — taxes on households with incomes
less than roughly $250K must come down

while taxes on households earning more
than $250K should increase proportionally
to equalize the deficit. Of course, big
business and the Republican Party may have
a fallout, but the extra money in the average
consumer’s pocket goes into the economy as
spending or savings,
which banks and big
business can
circulate.

Thus, the economy can
pick up speed again with everyone
benefitting. This change would promote the
Republicans’ free-market ideology and drive
the American economy out of stagnation.
To stop the American freight train from
approaching fiscal cliffs time and time again,
a balanced budget is necessary, but cuts must
also be diligently made. Once again, smart
spending comes into play. It is more prudent
to save money using existing goods than to
waste money on new goods. For example, it
would cost less to use an existing building as
a government office rather than building a
whole new facility. Reallocations of money
in defense, law enforcement, education,
and many other departments can be made

if wasteful spending is cut out. This can be
done by either party, but the Republicans
should take the forefront in order to claim
triumph in balancing the budget. However,
they must be mindful not to touch Social
Security or Medicare, two prominent
American lifelines.
The Republican Party should not only
focus on how they can gain more effective
leadership
within
their
party, but also on improving
their reputation amongst
important voting groups.
Hispanics, African-Americans,
and many other minorities are
a growing percentage of the
U.S. voting population. For
the last few elections, many
have voted Democratic due
to the Democratic promotion
of the dream of a new life.
By pushing for immigration
reform, Republicans can level
the playing field. Rather than
just trying to root out illegal
immigrants, Republicans should
focus on making legal immigration
easier in order to dissuade people from
immigrating illegally. They should also
channel their religious fervor to win over
these groups — since many minority groups
are also religious groups, why wouldn’t these
groups side with the more religiously active
party?
In order for Republicans to gain back
the strength they had in the 20th century,
they must prove that a small government
with a balanced budget is the way to go
for Americans to bounce back from the
recession. They must adapt their views
for the changing times and reconsider
their long-held positions on taxes and
immigration. Most of all, they need leaders
who can unite the Republican party under
these new ideals. Only then can they become
a real competitor in the 21st century.

Half-Year Hopes and Mid-Year Musings
By VAYNE ONG, freshman
Every first day of school, a mob of
confused freshmen spill into the hallways
of JP Stevens. This year, I had the privilege
of being one of them. Despite the countless
“don’t worry’s,” “calm down’s,” and other
ineffective attempts at comfort, I couldn’t
help but spend the previous night doing
the exact opposite. I fretted over every
last detail: my route around the school
(including detours and emergency exits,
of course), who would be willing to sit at
my lunch table, how I would greet people
I haven’t seen since June, what excuses
I would have for not contacting certain
people since then — the list was endless.
Adding to my anxiety was the long list of TV
shows, movies, songs, and other elements
of popular culture surrounding tumultuous
high school experiences coupled with years
and years of hearing stories, all regarding
the horrors of this dungeon-like institution
called “high school.” Now, halfway through
my freshman year, I realize that I might have
been a bit too nervous about high school —
it’s not as terrible as I had been warned. Yet
although I have half a year of experience
behind me, I still don’t know what to expect
in the days to come.
The transition from middle school to
high school was surprisingly easy, actually.
I bid farewell to making four daily trips to
my locker by the second week of school and
adapted to my nonexistent sleep schedule by
the third. However, I was only able to handle
these relatively smaller changes with ease; I
am still terrified by the prospect of major
changes, which I have found that, now in
high school, I am constantly surrounded by.

The affairs of upperclassmen foreshadow
what I might experience over the next few
years, and though they are only two, maybe
three years older than me, the difference
between my life and theirs is monumental.
Many of them voted in the election of 2012,
drive themselves to school every day, and are
eligible for their own Costco memberships.
Meanwhile, I’m just now getting used to
seeing PG-13 movies without my mother.
Three years may seem a long while away,
but the day will soon come when I will be
in their position and have to assume more
adult responsibilities. It’s not that I don’t
eventually want to be released into the “real
world” and “Be the Change”; it’s just that it’s
arriving much sooner than I had imagined.
Adulthood is looming overhead, and with
every day of freshman year that goes by, I am
dragged slightly closer toward it.
Although I’m still adjusting, it only took
half a year to get acquainted with JP’s new
culture — one rich with academic, athletic,
and creative achievements. Living in such an
environment, it wasn’t long before I, too, was
dragged into this competitive, yet friendly
atmosphere. On any given night, a student
could be pulling an all-nighter, finishing
the umpteenth draft of an English essay
and trying to describe protein synthesis
without lashing out in frustration, while
another could be placing first in the nation
at a notoriously challenging academic
competition. This is just a part of JP culture,
one that I have grown to actually appreciate.
More rigorous academic and extracurricular demands are to be expected,
but the standards set by the school and my
own peers are occasionally daunting. The
standards set by others raise those I have set
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for myself; whether or not I like dealing with
them now, I am substantially more motivated
to conquer (but still equally apprehensive
about) three and a half more years of group
projects and pop quizzes.
With half a year behind me, the anxiety
of becoming a freshman has faded, replaced
by the nervousness I feel as a high school
student. Perhaps it’s much too early to

worry about the workload and the wealth
of responsibility that lie ahead — but what I
do and where my priorities lie have already
begun to count toward my future. I am not
the person I was last year. But can someone
who’s still in the midst of convincing herself
she can reach 5’3” by the end of the year
truly be ready for this steeper trek towards
the future? I hope so.

2011 — present

2010

2009

2008

…one period of Z-Fanatical Fitness makes
you more sore than an entire year of gym
combined.
…it takes two years to fix the clock in the
auditorium.
…geese use the field more often than the
students.
…the gym bathroom never seems to have any
paper towels.
…but science classrooms have too many.
…you have a “polar bear” club...
…with a disappointing lack of polar bears.
…the clock in the auditorium is never right.
…you miss the sound of Mr. Esposito’s voice
over the P.A.
…APUSH videos are so bad they’re good.

…your “morning run” is the sprint to
homeroom.
…you’re in danger of failing gym because you
forgot your gym clothes too many times.
…the new wing’s moniker is “The Tower of
Terror.”
…freshmen are willing to spend $20 for the
PSATs, which do not even count.
…through rain and hail and snow, you sprint
to school without an umbrella.
…you have to run three laps in thirty-degree
weather during gym.
…you hear that you’re guaranteed a 5 on the
AP test just by showing up...
…but evidently the most challenging part is
managing to not fall asleep during the test.

…you almost didn’t graduate because you
missed too many days of sex ed.
…you speak Hindi and eat chaat...
…and realize you’re not even Indian.
...the study hall teacher has to ask the
students not to study so loudly.
…a cow bell at lunch gets everyone’s
attention.
…people go to football games to see the
marching band, too!
…the angriest you’ll ever see students is
when they’re fighting for points back on a
history quiz.
…a fire drill is the highlight of your day...
…except when it interrupts an Algebra 2 test
and the teacher refuses to grant extra time.

…the geese never seem to migrate.
…you need to invent your own parking spot
to make it to school on time.
…your teachers uses rounding at .7 as a
bargaining chip against students.
…no matter what language you take, Mr.
Freifeld has been your substitute.
…there is a multi-step strategy to getting the
flavor you want from the Snapple machine in
the cafeteria.
…the whole school knows you because you
took good notes in US History I.

jpshawkeye.com :

check it out.

If Websites Were People...
By TANYA BALARAJU, junior
 As people get increasingly engrossed in
the online world, the Internet becomes
more intertwined with reality. But what
would happen if websites actually
became reality — if websites were
people? Whether snobbish and
arrogant or pensive and nostalgic,
every website seems to have a complex
personality — just like everyone living in
the real world.
 Facebook: “Yes, I know everyone —
your friends, the friends you call friends
but have never met before, the friends
of all of those ‘friends’, and the ‘friends’
of those friends as well.” He has access to
everything from pictures to hobbies to a
timeline tailored to document each user’s
life. “Practically everyone needs me — I
have access to top-secret study guides,
your crush’s everyday whereabouts, people

you’d never be able to talk to in real life, and
a plethora of other precious information
that could be very useful.” He pulls out his
smartphone and holds it above his head,
pouting pretentiously at the camera
lens. “New profile picture,” he
explains briefly, “I’ve been
needing one for a while.”
 YouTube: “ Forget status
updates! A video speaks
more than a box of words
ever will,” YouTube declares as
Gangnam Style begins to blare in the
background — for over the billionth
time. “Where would people like Psy
or Bieber be without me?” She sifts
through a fat, red-and-white backpack
labeled “Recommended for You” and pulls
out a cat. “Careful,” she warns, “they’re
entertaining, but viral.”
 Twitter: As the ultimate trendsetter, she
knows everyone from Katy Perry, to your

next-door neighbor, to the Pope, and covers
everything as concisely as possible. Who
needs to say anything in over 140 characters,
anyway? “If you can’t keep it short, the world
of hashtags doesn’t need it!”
Google: “Did you mean: the future
owner of everything on the
Internet?” he suggests with
a grin, pushing up the rim
of his glasses. Indeed, the
ever-popular Google has
left quite a mark on the virtual
world, which he happens to know
like the back of his hand. Judging
by his habit for attempting to find
answers before people have finished
asking
questions. (“Did you mean:
Google Instant?”), he clearly knows his
way around people’s minds as well: “I
know what you want to find before you do!
Nothing beats that.”
Wikipedia: If there’s one thing Wikipedia

hates, it’s underestimation. “Never misjudge
the power of the people,” he warns over his
steaming mug of coffee. After all, he explains,
less is never more — the same philosophy
behind his policy of letting people edit his
information at will. “It’s
been controversial over
the years, but I think I’m
quite trustworthy — oh...
and while you’re at it,
would you mind donating to
support my existence?” He pushes a
yellow coffee can forward. “I can’t
accept cash, but credit is fine — I
get less of it than I deserve.”
We all know that the real world is full of
many kinds of people and personalities, but
the cyber world has characters of its own as
well. From search engines to social networks
and everything in between, each site has its
own place in the online community, and
perhaps even a personality to match.
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High School Throughout the Years
Walking down the notoriously crowded halls of JP, you can easily pick up on the distinct idiosyncrasies of each grade, freshmen carrying their weight in textbooks and seniors
sporting their blank don’t-know-don’t-care expressions. But what if you haven’t learned how to distinguish students by grade? Take a look at a sample of JP students through the years.

Blurbs by BHAVNA BHATIA, senior

A Whole
New World
By ARJUN GOURISHETTY, freshman
 Ahh... good old middle school. Studying

for the NJASK, having free time in the afternoons, actually getting nine hours of sleep
(and still having free time on weekends)... it
all seems like a lifetime ago.
Facing the daunting challenge of high
school, some freshmen are still trying to adjust to the onslaught of tests, quizzes, and
projects, thinking to themselves, “I can’t believe that I complained about having homework on Fridays!” There is no doubt about
it — high school is drastically different from
what many incoming freshmen expected.
The most notorious difference is the “every
grade counts” maxim, which was nonexistent in middle school. Then, students could
easily overlook an undesirable grade, taking
solace in the statement, “colleges only look
at grades in high school.” But guess what?
Now that petty B+ factors into your GPA.
Also, in high school the concept of self-responsibility is seriously emphasized. Decide
to fake a stomach virus seven times throughout the year? Summer school! Decide to
ditch that science lab to hang out with your
friends? Get slammed with two periods of
Smart Lunch.
But before you frantically start doing good
deeds to make up for that bad karma, remember that not every aspect of high school
is what you pictured in your worst nightmare. Many of the teachers in JP have more
witty personalities and engaging teaching
methods than some of the ones you may
have had in middle school. They too were
once high school students and understand
that a forty-two minute, non-stop lecture is
pretty boring. Utilizing comical personal experiences and hands-on opportunities, they
constantly revitalize the classroom’s atmosphere. In addition, the administration cares
about you as a student and wants to make
your time at JP Stevens memorable. It will
help plan and organize a host of dances, dinners, and other events. And, above all, high
school is meant to be a time for making new
friends and having experiences that will be
treasured for a lifetime. So work hard but
don’t forget to enjoy yourself!

Freshmen: As the newest guppies to
join the fishbowl known as high school, a
freshman is easily identified by his level of
motivation and determination to join all
the clubs! He is often seen with all of his
books clutched to his chest, along with
labeled and color coded binders. It’s almost
adorable how much freshmen care about
punctuality. With careful observation,
one can see the poor freshman’s dreams
shattered as he discovers that there is no
pool on the third floor. Be careful when
approaching these creatures — their
diminutive height and mound of textbooks
can make them hard to see.

“Sometimes I wish I could go
back to middle school... just
kidding.”
— Aneesh Deshpande

“I’ve met so many new people
here at JP. It helps to know who
your real friends are, but never
be afraid to make new ones.”
— Sam Marshall

“High school may not be picture
perfect, but every flaw is a new experience. It’s what you make of it
that counts.”
— Kelsey Shalonis

“The transition was kind of
overwhelming at first, but once
things settled down and I joined
a few clubs, high school started
to get pretty fun.”
— Stephanie Zhang

“I’ve learned more about
responsibility and what it
means to try your best.”
— Anthony Castelo

“It’s a lot of work, stress and
responsibility, but I think it’s
all part of the experience.”
— Natalie Hines

“All of the other grades have
something to stress about.
I guess sophomore year is a
year to enjoy ourselves.”
— Nina D’Amiano
“Study hard, sleep well, have
friends... pick two.”
— Teja Gutti

“What’s the point of going
to school unless you get to
see your friends?”
— Pragati Khandelwal &
Shubhi Tandon
“I’m afraid that my
sleep debt will carry
over into junior year.”
— David Zhao
“It’s definitely a lot easier than
last year; at least we’re not
freshmen anymore.”
— Siddharth Hariharan

Sophomores: Lovingly referred to as
“worse than freshmen” by upperclassmen,
sophomores still harbor the hope that this
year will be better, that this year will live
up to the television high school experience
they’ve dreamt so fondly of, but the only real
significance of this year is the exponential
amount of Sweet 16’s. An unfortunate
downfall of this year is the sophomore
slump when students lose the motivation
they had as freshmen and the stress of
junior year hasn’t hit them yet. Students also
notice that the friends they held so closely in
middle school are no longer around as much
due to divergent extracurriculars and a lack
of mutual classes, but that new, generally
better, friends take their places. Sophomore
year is filled with highs and lows, and they
will need all the ambition they can muster to
push through junior year.

“Just when I think I’m
getting used to life at
JP, something crazy
always happens.”
— Ross White

Juniors: This is by far the most stressful
of all four years. Juniors can be identified
by the dark circles under their eyes and
the nails that have been bitten into nubs.
They often carry multiple SAT and SAT II
books. Rumor has it, the person with the
most SAT books gets bragging rights for
the rest of the year. Just be careful when
approaching juniors, as they are quickly
agitated, can get violent if provoked,
and only talk about SATs. They’re
so motivated to excel in everything
they attempt, it’s both inspiring and
embarrassing. However, like every other
year, with enough perseverance, this too
shall pass.

“JUNIOR YEAR IS SO EASY!”
— said nobody ever

“Junior year made me open my eyes to
everything that’s going on around the
world.”
— Steven Xie
“Junior year is probably the most
tiring and stressful year of all. I never
knew it was physically possible to take
three naps in one day until this year.”
— Carin Yao

“We finally have power over the
underclassmen.”
— Nitasha Goyal

“It’s very trying and difficult but it
will all be worth it next year when
we get our college acceptances.”
— Lahari Sangitha
“Junior year can be a living
nightmare.”
— Emily Cai

“I wish I had spent more time making
friends and hanging out so that I
would have someone to ask out to
prom.”
— Anonymous

Dear
College
Confidential
By POOJA HIREMATH, senior
Dear College Confidential,

“Senior year is the last Big Bang of high
school... the beginning is rough and
there’s a lot of work that comes with
the college application process, but
once that’s over it’s the most enjoyable
year. It’s the culmination of everything
you’ve worked at for the past three years,
and it’s really nice to create lots of great
memories before you leave it all behind
and go off to college.”
— Nicolette Walters
“JP Stevens is tough, but rewarding.
I found it hard to look beyond the
walls of high school because I was
challenged so much, but once I did,
I knew I was ready because of what
I learned in school.”
— Avinash Saraf
“Senior year isn’t exactly the party I
hoped it would be, but it is certainly
fun, especially when I can get lovingly
trolled by my best friend in almost
every class.”
— Daisy Zhang
Seniors: At the beginning of the year,
seniors may look harried and burdened as
they carry the stress of SATs and college
apps. However, as the year progresses and
senioritis begins to settle in, they slowly
lose the stress (along with their books)
until their daily school supplies dwindle
down to one spiral notebook and a pencil
they found in the hallway. Anything due
first period suddenly becomes something
to do first period. Teachers have tried to
motivate, inspire, and even reprimand
seniors into working, all to no avail. After
three and a half years of hard work, stress,
and all-nighters, seniors are ready to sit
back, relax, and enjoy the show.

“In just four years each of us
has developed a passion for
something—something no one
else loves in quite the same way.
In senior year, the mountain
gets steeper, more chilling, more
treacherous. But at the summit,
the view is liberating.”
— Jaimie Swartz

Do you know the feeling of loathing
something... yet always coming back to it?
That defines our relationship. No matter
how much you tell me I’m not good enough
and how I have to find a hook (whatever
that means!), I still turn to you with all of
my college-related questions and concerns.
I turn to you for reassurance yet
whenever I am on your site, I am inundated
with a slew of threads and posts; finding
something useful is as successful as
searching for a diamond in a garbage truck.
Not only do I not find what I seek, but
I also encounter hundreds of people on
your site crowing about their acceptance
into my dream school. I hate how there
are thousands of people using terms that
I have never heard of to refer to programs
and competitions that I will never qualify
for. You’re supposed to calm my fears, yet
you fill me with false information and make
me feel entirely unqualified. And those four
little numbers...when I’m on CC, those are
always of the utmost importance, the basis
for judgement by thousands of other users.
When I finally go to college, you will no
longer be one of my recently opened tabs.
One day, I will say goodbye to you once and
for all. Good riddance.

Sincerely,
Graduating Senior
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Waksman, contd.

by
testing
extract
through
gel electrophoresis, a process
used to separate and analyze
macromolecules such as DNA,
proteins,
and
RNA.
Each
participating school had to outline
its areas of improvement because
the program director believes
that acknowledging weaknesses
stimulates progress. Teams had
various opportunities to discuss
findings with each other, fostering
a learning environment among the
scholars.
ANMOL MITTAL
Of course, the hard work
Waksman Student Scholars pose next to
necessary for the research was not
their three-dimensional protein models.
conducted in one day. Since early
October, JP scholars have committed time arrived at school in the morning and stayed
and effort to their research. Many students after school hours in order to get a head

Dance, contd.
start on procedures that helped decode
the genome. The process was arduous, yet
very satisfying. Senior Rajvi Shah says, “I
regularly come to prepare for the upcoming
procedures of the research, which is time
consuming yet highly rewarding when good
results appear. Waksman has taught me
essential time management skills.” Rajvi
is one of several seniors who will apply
this work ethic in her future studies after
completing this program.
With his students’ stellar presentation,
Mr. Jones is very confident. “I know that
there is a lot of potential in the team because
we all strive for excellence,” says Mr. Jones.
With the program only halfway through
the school year, there is no doubt that JP
Scholars will finish their research and
present their findings in April.

Tempest, contd.
Milan angrily planning revenge against his
brother Antonio, played by senior Samantha
Schneider, for usurping the throne. Exiled
onto a remote island, Prospero plans to
use magic to orchestrate a furious tempest
against his brother’s ship, stranding the
sailors on his own island.
To keep the audience’s attention during
Shakespeare’s longer monologues, Steve
Silvestri said, “I read my lines over and over
again. When I got home, I practiced them
until I slept. It took me about a month!”
Steve’s efforts were effective; as sophomore
Elizabeth Gifford commented, “Prospero’s
use of rapid hand gestures and precise
facial expressions made both the character
and his vengeance toward his brother feel
very real. And because his performance
was so realistic, it was easier to understand
Prospero’s motives and actions.”

The stories of the other characters added
multiple layers to the plot. In one scene,
Stephano the butler, played by sophomore
Julia de Avilez Rocha, and Trinculo the
jester, played by senior Danielle Sall,
conspired drunkenly to kill Prospero and
gain control of the island. As the butler and
jester plotted against Prospero, the audience
burst into fits of laughter. The slurred
prose and simple language of the scene,
paired with the duo’s comical performance,
received great reviews: Archana Kumar,
sophomore, exclaimed laughingly, “The
comic relief was great! Both actors captured
the act of being drunk amazingly and their
slurred speech and tumbling made the
scenes significantly better.” The audience’s
feedback was appreciated by the actors,
as Julia later stated, “There isn’t a better
feeling than knowing the crowd valued

what you did on stage, and knowing that the
audience appreciated our production was
highly rewarding.”
As the show drew to a close, various men
and advisors of the King strode in from
the right to meet their beautiful female
counterparts, who were bedecked in gowns
of rouge, gold, emerald and violet. In this
final dance scene, each partner began to
dance, twirling around the stage as the music
chimed in the background. Tanya Phanda,
sophomore, commented, “The splendor of
the costumes, the eloquence of the dancers,
and the resonant music all came together to
give the play a memorable ending!”
The JP Theatre Company left the
audience lost in the fantasy world of wizards
and noblemen. And as that world finally
came to a close, the audience rose from their
seats to applaud.

The Last Supper (of 2012)
By KAVYA UDUPA, sophomore
JP Stevens students, filled with holiday

spirit, gathered together for the annual Key
Club Holiday Dinner on December 7 to
eat, laugh, and spread the festivities. The

At a

glance
snippets of JP life and beyond

dinner was hosted by Key Club in efforts to
raise money for the Children’s Specialized
Hospital (CSH) in New Brunswick. One of
the nine children’s hospitals in New Jersey,
CSH serves children who are in need of
rehabilitation. Key Club has assisted CSH

by running special projects, planning
recreational activities, and cooking at the
Ronald McDonald House, where parents
and other family members stay while their
children are in the hospital.
The dinner officially started with
a presentation by Janet Westin of the
Children’s Specialized Hospital. Ms. Westin
spoke about how the hospital helps to
“keep [the children’s] mental skills while
being hospitalized.” In the past year, CSH
treated approximately 19,000 children.
Following her speech, a short video showed
the hospital’s impact on three children.
One story involved two children who both
suffered severe brain damage as a result of a
car accident. With CSH’s help, the elder child
has fully recovered; her younger brother has
been undergoing therapy and is close behind.
“After watching the video and listening to
the speech, I felt that this event showed the
true meaning of Christmas spirit,” expressed
sophomore Karishma Patel.
The event continued with the dinner,
which embraced a multicultural identity as
many Key Club members brought homemade
dishes. The Holiday Dinner not only brought
students together for the holidays, but also
raised a significant number of donations.
Totaling nearly $500, the donations included
over 150 Christmas gifts for the children at
CSH. Key Club President Drishti Chabbria
summarized, “It was an honor to serve this
great cause and share the holiday spirit with
these children. We hope that our gifts and
contributions added joy to their holidays.”

“Preparing for the Arabian Nights event was
a wholly collaborative endeavor — it was
definitely a fun and rewarding experience
for everyone!”
All proceeds from the dance were donated
to the Eliminate Project, a collaborative effort by Kiwanis International and UNICEF
that works toward completely eradicating
MNT from the world by 2015. Although
MNT is rarely fatal in the United States and
other developed nations, there are thirty-six
countries that are still profoundly affected,
with a worldwide average of nearly ninety
thousand deaths per year. These deaths are
preventable, however, even a seven-dollar
ticket has the potential to save three mothers and their children. “It is a source of motivation and determination to think that every
dollar collected by our event could not only
save a mother, but also save her from the
pain of watching her newborn suffer,” senior
Nikhila Manchikanti explained.
Throughout the night, DJs mixed music
and people grabbed refreshments from the
tables. Most surprising, however, were the
auctions that were held: various dancers
were auctioned off for slow dances. “I have
never been to a Key Club dance before, so
it was a great experience to go this year,”
said Chris Ricigliano, junior. “The auctioning was a fun process, and it was for a good
cause, too!”
Enjoyable and charitable, the Arabian
Nights Dance truly raised awareness for
combating MNT. With about $2200 raised,
the JP Stevens Key Club has helped the
Eliminate Project take one step closer to its
goal. Freshman Aysha Ahmed said, “I never
realized that by buying that one ticket, I
could make a difference in the world, that
one less child would die and one less mother would suffer. Who knew that such a fun
event could save lives?”

Sandy, contd.
worked around the clock to restore power.
Though Edison generally returned to
normal after a week, many cities near the
shore were faced with severe devastation. As
soon as the Hawks returned to their routine
lives, students made efforts to help those
that need.
JP Stevens adopted Union Beach
Memorial High School, and the Student
Council collected over $6000 in donations.
Student Council President Zala Jalili
explained, “My main motto is ‘service before
self.’ By collecting goods, we gained a new
perspective on how rough the storm was.”
Other organizations have also held projects
to raise money. The National Honor Society
arranged “Care Packages” with toiletries and
school supplies. JPaws has been gathering
pet food, toys, and other items for animals
affected by the storm. “Many pets were left
homeless, and a handful of shelters were
shut down. We want to make a difference
not just in the lives of human victims, but in
the lives of those who cannot speak as well,”
explained junior Meghna Bhattacharya.
Students have banded together to visit
Union Beach and assist with cleanup efforts,
picking up trash, reorganizing pantries, and
wrapping Christmas presents.
Junior Sudeepti Vedula commented,
“This time of need has allowed JP students
to experience a sense of unity. We all came
together to help others out.” Every bit of
effort made a difference. Though the storm
was a nightmare, it showed the Hawks’ true
colors: those of charity and service.

score of the 14416: number
11: Number of choir 1685:
JP Stevens Knowledge
of words our Editors-instudents accepted into
the ACDA National
Honor Choir

Masters team, now
ranked 1st in the State
and 6th in the World

Chief pored over for the
November issue
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New Hawks, Same Nest

NARAYAN KOVIL

Mr. Huaman
By ADITI KALE, freshman
as they usher NEW music, cultures, and
languages into the already varied JP Stevens,
new teachers Mr. Raul Huaman, Mr. James
Huang, and Ms. Antonella Pellino and
Secretary Elizabeth Szabo took some time to
explain their interests and the influence they
hope to have on their students.
Mr. Huaman is the new guitar teacher in
school, but he is also a Raul Garcia Zarate
enthusiast, the founder of a jazz band, and
a regular at concerts. Born in Lima, Peru,
he moved to Elizabeth, NJ, when he was
thirteen years old. Inspired by the music
program at his high school, Mr. Huaman
majored in music education at Montclair
State University and now brings his guitar
expertise to JP Stevens. He loved the
instrument early in life: he would often listen
to Zarate on cassette tapes with his mother
or watch as his sister practiced her guitar.
From those first encounters, Mr. Huaman
discovered his passion for music. He has since
participated in various bands, and recently
founded a jazz trio of guitar, keyboard, and
drums. As a teacher, Mr. Huaman admits

ABBAS TAIYEBI

ABBAS TAIYEBI

SHREYA GURJAR

Mr. Huang

Ms. Pellino

Mrs. Szabo

teaching his class is a challenge, but that
his students have “progressed faster than
any other group class [he] has taught.” He
encourages them to practice frequently and
listen to live concerts.
Mr. Huang, who has an impressive
background consisting of a Bachelor’s
degree in Psychology, a Bachelor’s degree in
Chinese, and a Master’s degree in Foreign
Language Education from Rutgers, chose a
career as a World Language teacher because
teaching was the perfect combination of his
interests. The temptation of summer break,
he admitted, was also a strong incentive
to teach. A self-proclaimed “movie buff,”
Mr. Huang enjoys slaying zombies in his
free time through his gaming consoles.
Mr. Huang’s personality is reflected in his
resolutions for the New Year, namely buying
a new sports bike and returning to the gym —
in his words, “I used to be quite fit in college,
and then life happened.” For his students, he
aspires to not only teach them, but also make
them more open-minded. As the advisor of
the Chinese Culture Club, he also hopes to
better represent the Chinese culture and
population in the school.

Ms. Pellino, who holds a Bachelor’s degree
in Italian and a Minor in Business from
Montclair State University, could not picture
doing anything else but teaching. Her love of
kids and the Italian language found common
ground in a career as a world language
teacher, and mixed with her hopes to instill
a desire to explore cultures in her students.
Ms. Pellino, whose favorite countries are
Italy and Spain, is an avid traveler who also
enjoys reading and cooking. One of her
goals is to try and teach her students how
to make pasta from scratch. As the advisor
of the school’s Italian Club, Ms. Pellino
hopes to not only teach about “real” Italian
cuisine, but also facilitate the assimilation
of Italian culture into an atmosphere she
says is “happy, friendly, welcoming, and
appreciative.” In the New Year, Ms. Pellino
hopes simply to be able to wake up ten
minutes earlier for work, enjoy coffee, and
value the simpler things in life.
After many years of teaching, Mrs. Szabo,
now a secretary, explains why she chose to
have a career change and why JP Stevens
was the best choice to accommodate her
change of pace. From her exposure to a

family of teachers and brilliant professors,
Mrs. Szabo had always aspired to become a
teacher. “While other kids played ‘House,’
I played ‘School.’ I was always the teacher,”
she recalls. She received a Bachelor’s degree
in Spanish at Kean University, and for
sixteen years, taught in both Edison High
School and Herbert Hoover Middle School.
As a former Spanish and piano teacher, Mrs.
Szabo understands how exhilarating it is
to work with students. Unfortunately, her
husband’s recent tragedy forced her to quit
doing what she loved best in order to take
care of her twelve-year-old son. “I wanted
to stay in the school district because I love
kids,” she explains, “But I also wanted to
be with my son, so I asked myself, what
could I do to stay in the school district?”
The prospect of having summers off to be
with her son and having a position in a high
school, she added, is what contributed to her
decision in becoming a secretary.
Mrs. Szabo, Mr. Huaman, Mr. Huang,
and Ms. Pellino embody the multicultural,
hardworking, and fun spirit of JP Stevens.
With all of their passions and stories, they
are indeed true (and new) Hawks!

Building BRIDGES for Autism FCCLA
By GURLEEN KAUR, junior
On december 20, the BRIDGES Club at
JP Stevens hosted its third annual Christmas
Party for children with special needs. It was
a small but festive event held in the spirit
of the holiday season to bring smiles to the
faces of club helpers, autistic children, and
their parents.
The Christmas Party, which was originally
held for only autistic children, expanded
to include both physically and mentally
handicapped children this year. Junior
Cynthia Lin, the creator of this event,
explained her belief saying, “Not everyone
has the opportunity to meet a special needs
kid. My brother, an autistic child, was my
inspiration. I had not only wanted the special
needs children to feel as if they belonged, but
also for the BRIDGES members to know that
these kids really weren’t different from us.”
Autism, a neurodevelopmental disorder,
is characterized by difficulties in social
interaction, verbal communication, self
expression, and repetitive behaviors.
Although autistic kids tend to “lose
control” and display aggressive behavior in
overwhelming and frustrating situations,
many members welcomed the children
and eagerly interacted with all the guests,
remembering the success of last year’s event.
The real fun began when the children
arrived to enjoy the night. Mr. Smith, dressed
up as Santa Claus, warmly welcomed the kids
and invited them to take a picture with him
in the “Meet and Greet” room. Afterwards,
the children were given colorful pens and

markers to write down what they wanted on
a Christmas Wish List to Santa. The guests
were impressed with the large amount of
food provided: brownies, chips and other
goodies, and even a table of gluten-free food
were provided.
The arts and crafts room was complete
with crayons and coloring pages at each
table. As Mariah Carey’s “All I Want for
Christmas” played in the background,
BRIDGES members interacted with the
children through activities like a balloon toss
game and arts and crafts, while showing their
affection for the kids by giving out hugs. “It’s
a nice feeling to know that you’re hosting a
Christmas Party for kids who can’t attend
other parties — it brings happiness to the
holidays,” said junior Sakshi Karambelkar.
The BRIDGES Club successfully hosted
its best event right before the holidays to
bring joy to children who struggle so much
in their daily lives. Many parents and family
members arrived with their kids to make
this party a success and an enjoyable time for
everyone. “The Christmas party that we held
for kids with all different handicaps really
captured my heart because it was great to
see people from BRIDGES and even people
and parents who weren’t in the club come
together and help turn JP into a true winter
wonderland for these kids,” remarked
sophomore Alexis Karpf. The holidays are
about more than just Christmas trees and
presents: they’re about spreading happiness
and giving back to the community, and that
is exactly what BRIDGES members had
accomplished.

By FRANK JIANG and
AVINASH SARAF, seniors
The JP Stevens Family Career and
Community Leaders of America has had a
busy fall, engaging successfully in various
competitions and events. Recently, at the
STAR competition, thirty-three members
of the club came home with fifteen gold
medals and one silver medal. Despite the
high number of awards, the result was
no surprise; the club has a dedicated and
singular leadership, committed members,
and excellent advisers.
In another competition, the JP LifeSmarts
team won the New Jersey state championship
after last year’s unprecedented performance
in the national competition, and will again
represent New Jersey in Atlanta, Georgia.
Additionally, the JPS Family and Consumer
Sciences (FACS) Knowledge Bowl team
is seeded first in the nation and will be
competing in the National Leadership
Conference in Nashville, Tennessee.
Outside of all of these competitions, our
FCCLA club has also hosted numerous
events at JP Stevens for members across
the state. These events, under the umbrella
initiative “Boot Camp,” helped students
practice their leadership skills in a variety
of workshops. Many members have said that
these workshops have truly helped them
mature as students, leaders, and people.
Whether by engaging students or competing
nationally, JP Stevens’ FCCLA has clearly
achieved much but still has an exciting
spring ahead of them!
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History, contd.
the township, but the donation of land for
our school was not one of them. Although
Mr. Stevens was a famous figure, there
is no evidence that he ever, as we all
believed, donated land to our high school.
On January 14, 1964, the Board of
Education received a letter from the
contractor of the building asking for the
name of the school. At first, the school
was going to be named after the recently
assassinated president, John F. Kennedy.
This notion, however, was turned down after
the board pointed out that a nearby school
in Iselin was to have that name. Another
suggestion was to name the school after the
John P. Stevens. Unanimously agreed upon,
the resolution passed the same day.
The members probably didn’t realize that
the school they had just named would later
see one of its students go space, play in the
the NFL, or put a writer in TIME Magazine.
They probably also didn’t imagine that the
school would thrive almost fifty years later
with one of the best music programs in the
state, one of the best Model UN teams in the
nation, and academic talents that rival those
of chartered private schools. But on that
January board meeting almost half a century
ago, the members of the Edison BOE wrote
a letter back to the building contractor with
a new name. And with that letter, our high
school’s history began.
For more information, visit our website at
jpshawkeye.com.

Next Edition: Who Was John P. Stevens?

$15:

cost of the
newest Hawkeye t-shirt,
available for purchase in
room 119!

PAGE 10

FEBRUARY 2013

It’s How They Played the Game
By NANCY WOO, sophomore
January 9, 2013 was judgment day —
it was, at least, for Major League Baseball
players eligible for the Hall of Fame in
Cooperstown, New York.
On November 28, 2012, the 2013 MLB
Hall of Fame ballot was released for a
selective panel to decide which players
should be inducted into the prestigious
Baseball Hall of Fame, the ultimate honor
for baseball legends. Of the twenty-four
players selected as candidates for the
first time, there were four names
that particularly stood out: Barry
Bonds, Roger Clemens, Mike
Piazza, and Sammy Sosa. The
fates of these record-setting,
history-making big names were in
the hands of the Baseball Writers’
Association of America (BBWAA),
which determined whose careers
merited induction into the Hall of
Fame. Essentially, these media writers
judged the worth of these individuals
and their careers. And in the end, no one
was chosen. For the first time since 1996,
no baseball player met the required 75%
of votes required to earn induction. Craig
Biggio, a member of the 3,000 hit club, came
closest with 68.2%. But then came news that
four players connected to performanceenhancing drugs who would have otherwise
been definite choices for induction were
rejected during their first year on the ballot.
With that, fans must wonder: who is the
BBWAA to judge?
The BBWAA electorate has consistently
stated that the Hall of Fame has little
tolerance for steroid users, which is evident
in its multiple rejections of former St. Louis
Cardinal slugger Mark McGwire, who
publicly admitted to using performance
enhancing drugs in 2010, and Rafael
Palmeiro, who failed his drug test three
times. This left out a critical category of
players: those who had no conclusive
evidence of steroid usage against them.
Take a look at Mike Piazza. Regarded as the

greatest offensive catcher of all time, Piazza
has never failed a drug test. He appears to
be facing opposition based on suspicion.
Jeff Bagwell, who was on the ballot for this
third year, is a victim of the same problem.
In other words, the two former stars are
suffering as a result of succeeding in an era
in which numerous athletes used PEDs,
ultimately throwing them in the bunch as
well. Refusing to vote for Piazza and Bagwell

Based on this winter’s voting results,
the baseball world has to wonder
whether voter attitudes will change
before the window closes.
based on this suspicion is less acceptable
than the possibility that they are using
banned substances.
Roger Clemens, however, is a different
case. There seems to be an overwhelming
amount of proof that Clemens had used
PEDs early last decade. Testimonies and
even books exist claiming his use of steroids.
Yet, Clemens has been found not guilty on all
charges of perjury.
Many people have forgotten that drug

testing began just a decade ago. Once upon
a time, Human Growth Hormone was seen
as a miracle with no negative side effects.
Random drug tests did not even exist. It is
no coincidence, therefore, that not a single
baseball player of that time has been accused
or punished for using steroids. Yet, this
does not necessarily mean that each of the
236 Hall of Fame athletes has been drugfree throughout his career. If the BBWAA
is really so adamant about not allowing any
player with drug-related history into the
Hall of Fame, then the association should
conduct an in-depth investigation of
each Hall-of-Famer and subsequently
remove every member who has
ever had any association with
steroids. So before players such as
Barry Bonds and Sammy Sosa are
immediately disqualified for their
alleged PED usage, voters should take
a look at their accomplishments: Sosa
is one of the best home run hitters in the
MLB; Bonds, the player who holds the
all-time MLB home run record. Bonds
still had nearly 3,000 hits, 2,000 RBIs,
and 500 stolen bases before he reportedly
took steroids, which is no doubt worthy of a
place in Cooperstown today; these numbers
are the facts the BBWAA should use.
In late July, Piazza, Clemens, Sosa, and
Bonds will not speak at the podium in
Cooperstown, New York. Based on how low
the support was for each of these former
stars this winter, one has to wonder whether
attitudes will ever change in order to induct
some of the best players the game has ever
seen. How can we possibly distinguish
between those who have admitted to PED
use, those who have been accused but never
found guilty, and those who are victims of
baseless suspicion? It is in the best interest
of the baseball world and the image of the
game to evaluate all stars based on what they
contributed to the game. As inexcusable as
gaining an unfair advantage is, the “’roid
era” has caused many to look past the glory
days for so many legends and, in many cases,
unfairly evaluate candidates.

Cut the Fat and Hit the Mat
By RAVI AGRAWAL, columnist

What we view in a wrestling match are
three brief rounds, six minutes of hostile
takeover, tightening contractions of almost
every muscle in the body, frequent changing
of position, and a resulting win or loss. What
we fail to view is the true test of grit — the

practice and effort — behind the match.
The intensity that JP Stevens’ wrestlers
exhibit in their matches is preceded by an
unforeseen amount of dedication. Wrestling
requires extensive focus on weight and
bodybuilding, pushing competitors to be
conscious not just of strategies needed to
win but also of those needed to stay fit. Each

wrestler is in a constant state of managing
his weight, moving between brackets, and
strictly controlling his body throughout the
season.
Any young, aspiring wrestler may look
up to Marco Santana, sophomore, as a
dedicated standout. “This sport requires
mental and physical durability,” he explains.
“In wrestling, you can only become your
best through hours of practice, repetition
of moves, and control of diet.” Nonetheless,
wrestling is not all about individual work
ethic. Sophomore Tyler Truong further
discussed the team aspect, “Without other
wrestlers, I cannot improve. If a teammate
misses practice, then I may not have a
partner for the day. We wrestlers have a
responsibility to improve both ourselves and
our teammates.”
Thus far, JP’s wrestling squad is struggling,
with a 2-11 record. Led by senior captain
Peter Byun, winner of the Edison Classic
Tournament, the team is rigorously working
to find success. Said Tyler, “The team as a
whole needs to push itself regardless of a win
or a loss. Continuing to work and not giving
up is key.” Marco remarked, “Six minutes
is enough to remind me how much work I
have to put in each time — before, during,
and after the match. Specifically, I believe all
of the team members need to develop their
performance to more competitive level.” The
Hawks still have an entire season’s worth of
quad matches, dual meets, and tournaments
ahead of them to improve their record and
begin winning collectively. Hard work
always finds success — even on the cold,
plush mats in the gym.

Lorraine’s
Legacy
By natasha rai, sophomore
If you have been listening to the
morning announcements, you are probably
well aware that Lorraine Mackiewicz is a
volleyball star. But do you really know her?
Along with breaking records and winning
the Home News Tribune and Star Ledger
Player of the Year awards, the senior captain
of the Lady Hawks volleyball team is also a
dedicated student and a vital member of the
JP Stevens Choir.
Lorraine is the essence of what a high
school athlete should be: a committed
player, leader and a focused student.
Lorraine says that time management is one
of the most essential skills she learned in
trying to balance games, choir rehearsals,
and homework assignments. For students
going through similar situations, Lorraine
advises, “It is crucial to learn how to plan
accordingly and budget your time based
on the commitments you have in order to
stay on top of your schoolwork. It definitely
takes a lot of effort and sacrifices to juggle
everything, but it’s worth it in the end.”
Lorraine’s interest in volleyball stems
from her childhood, when she watched her
mother play the sport. When she attended
her first volleyball camp before freshman
year, she developed a great love for the
sport. Since then, Lorraine has stayed with
volleyball due to the passion, motivation
and encouragement she draws from her
mother. Thanks to this family connection,
Lorraine not only gained key tips and
pointers, but also inspiration and a strong
support system. Now having completed her
volleyball journey at JP, she also personally
thanks Coach Savulich and Coach White,
who taught her how to be a versatile player
and gave her confidence through their
relentless belief in her abilities.
Acknowledging the crucial role volleyball
has had in her life, Lorraine recounts how
the sport created opportunities and opened
doors for her. She says, “I improved with
respect to teamwork, leadership, and
communication, and I now understand
what it takes to succeed. My favorite
volleyball memory is when we beat Colonia
in the semifinals of the GMCs. It was tough,
but winning the match as the underdogs
was the best feeling in the world.” Lorraine
currently holds the school record for the
most kills (373). She also recorded 197 digs
and 50 blocks throughout this season. In
addition, she was honorably chosen to the
Second Team All State, All Red Division
Team, and All Conference Team for
Middlesex County.
After three years of varsity volleyball,
Lorraine ends her JP Stevens chapter
and shifts her focus to what lies ahead:
college. Knowing that she wanted to pursue
volleyball after high school, Lorraine
carefully sought a college that would
provide a suitable team, strong academics,
and good business program. She has now
verbally committed to Babson College in
Boston and will continue to play volleyball
there. Although she is planning ahead,
Lorraine says she will always remember
her high school experiences because they
strengthened her love for the sport and laid
the foundation for the rest of her life. When
reminiscing about the team, she states,
“We have had our ups and downs over the
years, but the journey has been a fun ride.
To the seniors, I wish you the best of luck
in college. To the underclassmen, keep up
the hard work; I expect you guys to keep
working hard so that we can one day clinch
the GMC title!” On behalf of Hawkeye, we
would like to congratulate Lorraine for her
innumerable honors and achievements, and
we wish her the best of luck in the future.
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Take a (Bow)l

as we push to try our best and challenge
By Breana tan, freshman
ourselves, I believe we have the chance to
make it far in the GMCs.”
The best way to bowl a perfect game is
The boys’ bowling team started off the
by keeping your mind — and your bowling
ball — out of the gutter. Scoring spares, season with great momentum and is hoping
strikes, and even turkeys (which occur to carry it through until the end. This team’s
when three consecutive strikes are bowled) path to victory is paved by the leadership of
are essential to bowling success, as our very senior captain Shikhar Shah. Defeating Perth
own JP bowling team has displayed amid Amboy, South Plainfield, Carteret, and St.
their early season dominance. The Hawks Joseph, the boys’ team has opened the season
consistently prove that bowling is not just a with a record of 6–6. The key to the Hawks’
casual game to play on a lonely Friday night, success has been the vital contributions
but a competitive sport involving plenty from the extremely skilled bowlers on the
team; several
of
practice,
n o t a b l e
great
focus,
players
on
and a valiant
the
squad
team effort.
have put up
According
seemingly
to the boys’
collegiate and
captain, senior
professional
Shikhar Shah,
numbers and
“The amount
have easily
of variables,
scored over
including ball
600
points
speed,
ball
in any given
height,
oil
match. Senior
condition, and
Joey Mack,
breakpoints,
with a high
that
you
game of 246,
have to take
KATHY JOHNSON/COURIER NEWS
the greatest
into account
when
you Shikar Shah , captain of the boys’ bowling team, on the team,
are bowling exhibits proper form during a frame in a match and senior
Curtis Ford,
is
insane. against South Plainfield.
Bowlers don’t just lounge around between with a high game of 245, are key contributors
shots; we think a lot. It keeps the game to the team’s winning performances.
interesting.” Under the guidance of Coach Although it is difficult to attain a perfect
Canova, both the boys’ and girls’ bowling score of 300, these boys definitely come
teams are not willing to “spare” any of their very close. A large part of their success
can be attributed to the team’s spirit and
competition.
So far, the Lady Hawks have opened up cooperation that senior captain Shikhar
the season with a record of 1–10–1. A rising Shah recalls was not present during his
star on the team is sophomore Victoria Sabo, previous years.
Looking ahead to the rest of the season,
who has accumulated the highest scores
of the season thus far. With a high game of the members of the team will find a way to
196, Victoria has knocked down a total of have fun while advancing in the GMCs and
1741, 1704, and 1720 pins in the three games other competitions such as the Woodbridge
respectively, with a cumulative total of 5165 Classic and Joe Romar Memorial
pins this season. Right behind Victoria is Tournament. They have faith in each other,
senior captain Laina Magnani, who has and so does Coach Canova. “A unique aspect
bowled a high game of 185 and a total of 4341 to our sport is that even as the teams bowl
pins. Adding on to the impressive statistics simultaneously next to one another, the boys
is senior Indhu Velishala, who boasts a high and girls are able to cheer their teammates
game of 160 and has bowled 3857 pins in on,” he said. “Regardless of the score, we are
the last few games. Said Victoria, “Although always encouraging one another to give all
the team isn’t full of 200–point bowlers, we that we have for the game that we’re in — a
are full of determination and heart. As long true sign of teamwork and sportsmanship.”

On the Track to Success
By Harsha Gopalakrishnan,
sophomore
Most of us quiver and shiver simply at
the thought of having to go outside and face
the piercing cold — let alone, of being able
to frantically run a few miles while our toes
freeze off. The winter weather, however,
does not deter the resilient winter track
athletes of JP Stevens. Bundling up with
thermal Under Armour and track pants,
these winter warriors are running outside
on the track everyday, rain or snow. Said
senior Alykhan “Alg” Gangji, “Some people
call us crazy, but we can’t help it — we just
love to run, even if it is in the cold. As a track
athlete, the adrenaline rush and thrill I get
from running are what keep me motivated.”
The boys’ distance team began its season
with a second place finish at Leon Bailey
Liberty Relays in Jersey City on December
14. The boys competed in the Distance
Medley Relay, a relay race requiring runners
from each team to run distances of 400, 800,
1200, and 1600 meters. The boys’ 55–meter
shuttle hurdle team, consisting of juniors
Jaashir Morris, Jong Lee, Mark Anthony,
and Alg Gangji, finished in fourth place. Alg
noted, “The results from our first meet were
promising. We proved that we had a lot of
heart and determination, but we also learned

that we had work to do in order to become
a better team. We showed the other schools
that we could compete against them, and
by the end of the season, those teams will
all know that we are a force to be reckoned
with.”
The girls’ track team is making its own mark
on the sport, most notably by successfully
placing fourth in the 4 x 800 relay during the
Leon Bailey track meet, and placing sixth at
the GMCs and State Tournament. In the first
dual meet of the season against Edison High
and South Plainfield, the girls particularly
performed well, garnering top-notch results:
senior Connie Yu and sophomore Soumya
Karne finished in first and second place,
respectively, in the mile event. Freshman
Jamina Morris currently holds the fastest
time on the team for the 400– and 800–
meter events. These results at track meets
reflect the team’s overall diligence and
passion for the sport.
During a season in which many of us like
to stay indoors in the warmth, the runners on
the winter track team are out in the freezing
cold, constantly striving to take their skills
to the next level. Both the girls’ and boys’
winter track teams have begun their season
with a list of achievements to be proud of,
and are well on their way toward many more
victories throughout the season.

Keep Calm and Ball On
By NIKHIL CHITRE, senior
A new year brings a new season of high
school basketball as our focus shifts from the
football fields of fall to the basketball courts
of winter. Playing in the highly competitive
White Division, seniors John Maxham
and Sahej Chowdhary are hoping to march
the Hawks through another prosperous
season and capture a few tournament
championships. Equipped with matching
Dartmouth-green Nike shoes, the team
strives to show its unity, both on and off
the court. The boys have already played
twenty-one regular season games, wearing
their hearts on their sleeves and donning the
traditional JP colors.
Despite several tough losses, including a
head-to-head match against Monroe that
was decided in the final thirty seconds, the
boys have shown exactly why they deserve
recognition. In a recent game, the Hawks
defeated the Wardlaw-Hartridge Rams by a
staggering score of 68–34. Contributing with
20 points, John Maxham led the Hawks, but
it was still largely a collective team effort
that helped snatch the victory and close
down Wardlaw’s notable powerhouse, senior
Justen Davis, who, coming into the game,
was averaging 16.0 points and 16.2 rebounds
per game. Although Davis scored his 1000th
career point during the game, the Hawks
spoiled the night by taking the victory. Also,
contributing to the scoring were senior
Sahej Chowdhary and sophomores Nick

Dooley and Francois Ballou, each chipping
in with 10 points. A commendable defensive
effort from each player closed down Davis
and prevented him from putting up large
numbers, thus comfortably sealing the win
for the Hawks.
Looking forward to the rest of the season,
Coach Jones is preparing his team for tough
games in the upcoming weeks by focusing
on conditioning the players, building
their confidence, and strengthening team
dynamics. With practices and games held six
days a week, even during the holiday break,
the boys are more focused than ever. When
asked about the team’s work ethic, Maxham
replied, “We’re a team that will leave every
ounce of ourselves on the court during each
game. What we lack in athleticism, we make
up for with hustle and hard work.” The
team approaches its season’s end with a 4-17
record.
January 8 was the first of two Hawks versus
Eagles showdowns. As large turnouts from
both schools observed, Northside came up
short 32–31 in what was a heartbreaking loss
at home. But JP was determined to respond
on January 31 in the Eagles’ house. In front
of a passionate Stevens crowd anticipating
revenge, Sahej’s late-game heroics powered
the Hawks to win what was another nailbiter, 39-38. John Maxham lit up the floor
with five three-pointers to add to his season
total, which is top-five in New Jersey. The
eventful night proved the squad’s ability to
compete on the big stage.

A New Beginning

Yelencsics. Molly landed a varsity spot as
a freshman is enjoying every minute of the
The Lady Hawks’ basketball team is experience. “Playing varsity basketball as a
entering the season fully determined to freshman is an awesome experience. It has
fulfill a new collective resolution: gaining helped build my confidence and make me
prominence by leaving a mark on the feel proud that all my hard work is paying
basketball courts of JP Stevens. The varsity off at such an early stage of my high school
team consists of twelve members, including career.”
Under the leadership of an all new and
seniors, sophomores, and two select
freshmen. Leading the Lady Hawks this year versatile coaching staff, the Lady Hawks are
are senior captains Neha Bhende, center- learning the skills it takes to develop into a
forward, and Kavisha Patel, guard. Both strong, cohesive team. This year’s varsity
state that their favorite part of the season coach, Amy Bonk, has been crucial in not only
thus far is how the team has become a close- developing her team as basketball players
knit family, providing constant support and but also as individuals. Though this is her
first year teaching at the school and coaching
encouragement for each other.
As far as expectations for the season, at the varsity level, she has already made a
significant
captain
impact on the
N e h a
newcomers and
Bhende says,
veterans. When
“We expect
asked about her
to win many
coach, captain
more games
Kavisha Patel
since
we
explained,
have a good
“Coach Bonk is
foundation
always there to
that starts
push me to be
from
our
the best I can
freshmen all
be on and off
the way to
the court. This
our seniors.”
year, our coach
The captains
has emphasized
specifically
the value of
look forward
determination,
to
their
which drives
upcoming
each and every
c r u c i a l
NARAYAN KOVIL
one of us to
matchup
leaders.”
against East Molly Yelencsics, one of three freshmen on the be
asked
Brunswick, team, drives past two defenders from the Colonia When
what she wants
a tough Red girls’ varsity team and rises for a layup.
Division team. Neha says, “The hardest part to accomplish in her final season as a Lady
for everyone is learning what the plays are Hawk, Kavisha talks about her anticipation
and how to stay in sync with one another.” of winning her Senior Night and Think Pink
Although the Lady Hawks, at a record of 1-17, games.
Teams are often defined by their records;
have not had the most successful of seasons,
key players and team unity have sustained however, our Lady Hawks can be defined by
the team’s high morale and constant passion their unwavering determination and passion
for the sport of basketball. Even after a
for the game.
Another energetic and dynamic Lady season of setbacks, they remain persistent
Hawk is anticipating a great season with towards achieving new goals as a single,
her fellow teammates: small forward Molly united team.
By ALYSSA DESAI, freshman

