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RU Ready?

Gangs, Romance, and DramaFashionably Early 
By SAMIKA PARAB, freshman

 THE JPS FCCLA Prom Fashion 
Show was as glamorous as the 
shows of the past years. On 
February 12, selected senior boys 
and girls modeled the latest prom 
suits and dresses provided by local 
boutiques. It was a chance for 
the participants not only to shine 
in fancy attire, but also to take 
part in a memorable high school 
experience before graduation.
 This year, the girls were clad in 
clothing from Ultimate Fashions 

and the boys in tuxedos from Dante 
Zeller. Both boutiques specialize 
in formal wear and are located in 
towns near Edison. Needless to 
say, the dresses exhibited a large 
array of fashion trends; senior 
Pearl Subramanian commented on 
her long, yellow and orange dress,  
saying, “It made me feel fierce like 
Katniss Everdeen, the Girl on Fire!” 
Senior Adiba Hassan, on the other 
hand, described her short, blue and 
white dress as princess-like and 
cute. She elaborated, “I was scared

See WEST, page 11

A Journey

JESSICA LIU

See DANCE, page 11

ISHIKA GOVIL

Mr. JPS contestants line up on stage along with close friends and family members. 

 A MEDLEY OF WIT, showmanship, 
and awe-inspiring talent, the 
February 2015 Mr. JPS not only 
gave students and families a 
night of fun and excitement, 
but also commemorated 50 
years of JP’s laughter and fun.
 The twelve contestants—
jokingly portrayed as past Mr. 

JPS contenders transported to 
the present via a time machine—
kicked off the performance with 
an enthusiastic dance number, 
which included a medley of songs 
including “Never Gonna Give 
You Up,” “Uptown Funk,” and 
“Jump On It.” After a few words 
of welcome from the hostesses, 
seniors Bianna Koutsenko and 
Haley Schneider, the contenders 

began introducing themselves.
 The subsequent “month wear” 
portion of the program featured 
the contestants modeling costumes 
that represented their respective 
months. Some of the most notable 
ensembles included Mr. August’s 
(senior Devin “Augustus” Liu’s) 
white toga and golden helm, an 
imitation of a Roman general, and 

Seniors Shiv Nadkarni and Jamie Lee pose before walking 
down the runway, showcasing their prom attire. 

 DESPITE the differences between 
high school and college, students 
from both JP Stevens and Rutgers 
University enjoyed an evening 
together on the dance floor for 
a good cause. The students’ 
teamwork was evident throughout 
the night in their ability to 
successfully organize the first-
ever dance marathon JP Stevens’ 
gymnasium on February 20. 
Junior Dhwani Saraiya exclaimed, 
“I have never been so proud to 
support JP! It was the first time 
I had seen so many students 
in our school come together to 
fight for a good cause.” All of the 
proceeds from this event went to 
the Embrace Kids Foundation, an 
organization which helps improve 
the quality of life for children in 
New Jersey and New York City 
with cancer, sickle cell anemia, 
and other very serious disorders.
 Although the actual marathon 
was held indoors, the beat of the 
dance music could be heard from 

 IN HOMER’S The Odyssey, the 
war-weary protagonist, Odysseus, 
declines an offer to stay with 
the goddess Calypso, remarking, 
“And if some god batters me far 
out on the wine-blue water, I will 
endure it, keeping a stubborn spirit 
inside me... so let this adventure 
follow.” Though they were not 
forced to endure the same trials 
and tribulations as our hero, JP 
Odyssey of the Mind teams lived 
up to their club’s namesake and 
exhibited the same perseverance 
that Odysseus showed in his 
journey, conquering obstacles of 
their own in preparation for the 
Liberty Regionals Tournament. 
The tournament, which was held 
at JP Stevens this year on February 
28 and catered by JP’s very own 
FCCLA, saw an impressive 25 
teams representing our school. 
An astounding 13 of these teams 
acquired spots in the State Finals 
Tournament (JP teams swept all 
five first-place finishes for the 

See OM, page 11

 THIS YEAR, the  JP Stevens 
Theatre Company brought 
its own unique touch to the 
popular musical West Side Story.  
Opened on Thursday, March 19, 
and performed for a total of six 
nights, the play was a successful 
combination of acting, artistry, 
and choreography. A modern twist 
on Romeo and Juliet, West Side 
Story follows characters Tony and 
Maria, who are both members 
of opposing gangs of Puerto 
Ricans and Polish-Americans, as 
they fall into a forbidden love. 

 Actors dedicated countless 
hours for rehearsals to ensure a 
flawless performance. Unlike a 
standard play, a musical adds the 
challenge of memorizing songs 
and dances in addition to dialogue. 
From street fights to romantic 
confrontations, West Side Story 
presented actors with dramatic 
scenes that challenged them to 
portray complex emotions they 
have yet to experience themselves. 
The character of Maria was played 
by senior Joanna Kantilierakis, 
who explained, “I tried to put 
myself in the character’s actual 
situations to display the intense 

and realistic emotions. Nothing 
is more satisfying than having 
the audience leave feeling those 
same emotions.” With this positive 
mindset, the actors perceived 
the demanding work as less of a 
burden and more of an opportunity 
to connect with their audience.
 Of course, other departments 
also played pivotal roles in the 
success of the play. The art 
crew was essential in creating 
the towering buildings and 
painting the enormous wall that 
transported the audience to the 
streets of New York in the 1950s. 

By BRILLIAN BAO, junior

ISHIKA GOVIL

By CHIRAG GURUKIRAN, junior

See MR. JPS, page 13
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 FOR 50 YEARS, JP Stevens has been 
pushing the students who walk its halls 
to achieve, to strive, and to embrace its 
tradition of excellence. While the school 
reflects on its rich history this year, we 
students can consider the role of JP in our 
own lives. This phase in life, marked by late 
nights and stress about the last digit of our 
unweighted GPAs, appears utterly trivial 
and unremarkable in comparison to the 
formative experience that television shows 
and movies have so often romanticized. So, 
what is it about high school that remains 
imprinted in our memories and our hearts?
 First is the unique timing of high school 
in our lives. These four years mark our 
not-so-graceful journeys from puberty 
and immaturity to young adulthood and 
(hopefully) less immaturity. In this time, 
we explore our interests, forge friendships, 
develop social skills, and, ideally, begin 
to figure out where our lives are headed. 
Our high school careers also coincide 
with a number of major milestones, 
such as acquiring our driver’s licenses or 
celebrating our 18th birthdays and finally 
becoming legal adults. We even have 
military recruiters visiting throughout the 
school year, hoping that we are mentally 
and physically fit to enter an intensive 

military boot camp. For most people, these 
events transpire before graduating from 
high school, meaning the responsibilities of 
independence pile up even as we still need 
to cram for five different tests. However, 
those milestones are just hallmarks of the 
larger, longer process of growing up. It is 
a strange experience to make that kind of 
transition—an experience that comes only 
once in a lifetime. For this reason alone, 
these four years are crucial to our identities.
 High school is also a fertile ground for 
cherished memories. As mentioned before, 
many of us get to look forward to several more 
decades of using up the limited oxygen on 
this planet. When you have that perspective 
on longevity, being under 20 feels very young. 
The friends we have now are among the first 
friends we have ever made, which makes 
them extra special. And just think— we get 
to spend time with them at lunch, on sports 
fields and at club meetings, and at prom 
and homecoming night, all while laughing, 
joking, and overloading other people’s 
Instagram feeds. Everything we do in high 
school is new to us, and we do it with friends 
we have earned with unseasoned social 
skills. The friends we meet and have come 
to know in high school are the first people 
who have ever accepted us. Even though we 
become more experienced as we grow older, 
we will feel the need to reconnect with 

No Walk in the PARCC

them through high school reunions years 
and years down the road. The memories 
we make in high school last a lifetime.
 There is, however, another less flattering 
reason why high school is remembered: it 
teaches us that life is full of obstacles that 
may seem insurmountable. There will be 
aspects we greatly dislike (such as having 
only two days in a weekend—why not three?), 
but there is no option other than to, as a 
wise man once said, deal with it.  Through 
unforgiving experiences, we learn to cope 
and grow stronger—at least until summer.
On top of this, we remember high school 
because it’s hard. Before coming into 
this academic crucible, we had never 
experienced anything quite like it. Teachers 
seemingly conspire to keep at least two 
or three quizzes and tests on our radar 
every week. The workload can be massive 
and unrelenting; the stakes are high—
some people don’t even make it out of 
high school. Judging by CollegeHumor 
posts and countless memes, it is clear 
that a lot of people remember these scars. 
  But maybe they’re not really scars. Depending 
on how you look at high school, it can be the 
best of times or the worst of times, though 
most people will eventually think of it as the 
former. Hopefully, JP Stevens will be around 
to be remembered by many more classes of 
students for another 50 years and beyond.

By ANDREW SHEN, freshman

High School of Hard Knocks

is one of the better-funded school districts 
in the state, but even it had connection 
problems. The cost of installing computer 
and wireless equipment also strains the 
budgets of districts with lower funding.  
 Although the PARCC exam tries to be 
student-friendly by being computerized, it 
instead does the opposite by giving students a 

cumbersome interface, cluttered 
with a mess of menus, drop-
down buttons, and icons. At some 

points, the test depended more on being able 
to navigate through PARCC’s interface than 
understanding the tested material itself. 
How can a student’s knowledge be accurately 
assessed if the knowledge required to 
take the test is different from the material 
learned in school? The test is ineffective in 
testing true academic aptitude and requires 
extra preparation and time in order to train 
students, additional effort which detracts 
from the instruction of the actual material. 
 The amount of time required to prepare 
and to take the exam itself brings up another 
issue: the conflict between teaching and 

By HELENA WU, columnist

 A STUDENT SITS in front of a dimly 
glowing computer screen, waiting to take 
the test created by PARCC, the Partnership 
for Assessment of Readiness for College 
and Careers. Heeding the instructions 
of her proctor, she logs on, surprisingly 
without much difficulty. The simplicity ends 
there, however. Bombarded by challenging 
questions and a perplexing interface, the 
student meanders through the assessment 
in a haze, unable to apply any 
classroom knowledge or any useful 
information from practice runs. When 
finished with testing for that day, she 
wonders, “Has everything leading 
up to this been a waste of time?”
 Over the last month, 
students in eleven states 
and Washington D.C. 
took the first session 
of the PARCC test, a 
computerized exam that 
assesses the abilities of 
students from grades 3 
through 11 in Language Arts 
and Mathematics. Despite the 
lack of the anticipated technical 
glitches, it has remained plagued 
with issues on multiple fronts. 
The first session of PARCC 
testing has shown that the 
exam is being administered 
to a country unprepared for 
such a dramatic change.
 As JP students, the majority 
of us have experienced 
firsthand the problems with 
the PARCC exam, from 
the clunky program to the 
two troubled infrastructure tests. The 
first attempt was filled with glitches and 
technical issues with many of the laptops 
unable to connect to the WiFi. The second 
trial acted as a precursor to the actual 
test, with most laptops connecting with 
minor issues. While this trial was certainly 
a remarkable improvement, why did a 
standardized test purportedly ready for the 
market have such a large risk of not working? 
 The PARCC test’s dependency on 
technology is a disadvantage; in areas 
where technology is not necessarily 
reliable, the test is barely effective. Edison 

testing. The New Jersey Board of Education 
mandates a minimum of 180 days in a 
school year, forcing teachers to cram their 
curriculum into half of a calendar year. Also, 
teachers now must surrender precious days 
of learning for students to get used to the 
test’s system. And the reputed difficulty of 
the questions, supposedly intended to better 
assess students, may be more harmful not. 
Teachers now have to prepare students 
for questions on the PARCC exam that are 
ordinarily not needed in the real world. A 

harder test does not necessarily equate to 
a better test. But aren’t we just sacrificing 

true academic success by focusing 
all our efforts on testing? By making 

knowledge of how to take the test 
more important than material applicable 

to real life, PARCC has failed in its mission 
to improve student learning and growth.

 The rushed development of 
the test has also caused a lot 
commotion. Its planning began 

in 2010, with the release of new 
Common Core standards. With the sudden 
appearance of a new, unknown test, teachers 
underwent practice sessions themselves. 

Even the Edison Township Board of 
Education decided not to use it 

as the sole standardized test 
for passing high school. Had 

more time been devoted 
to the actual design of the 
test, the exam may not have 
been the disarray it is now.
 However, eliminating 

standardized testing is not 
the best option here; at the 

moment, standardized testing 
is the most practical way to assess 

learning and growth. Instead, 
it should be the effectiveness of certain 
tests themselves that are debated. The 
NJASK and HSPA exams sufficed for over 
a decade, despite their lack of modernity. 
By pursuing innovation, we ended up 
investing in a new test that resulted in the 
creation of more problems than solutions. 
PARCC is a sound test in theory, propelling 
students into a new age of technology 
and computerization. But in a nation 
crippled by ineffective implementation, 
the test ended up being a forward-thinking 
experiment that failed on its first run and 
in need of many more trials for success.
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prophet?” The magazine has also mocked 
the pope; the most famous instance was the 
2010 cartoon of Pope Benedict XVI holding a 
condom above his head and saying “this is my 
body” (a parody of the Eucharist, one of the 
fundamental rites of Christianity). However, 
Charlie Hebdo has appeared particularly 
antagonistic towards Islam. For example, the 
magazine once fired one of its cartoonists and 
accused him of anti-Semitism because he 
mocked the son of a former French president 
who converted to Judaism. However, no 

such gestures have ever been taken to 
defend Islam despite the fact that the 
cartoons of Islam have been far more 

insulting. Is that not discrimination? 
Moreover, no religion should be 

subject to this degree of insult. 
Freedom of speech may be one of our 

fundamental rights, but freedom of 
religion is another. We deserve 

freedom from the institutional 
desecration of our beliefs. 
While we may disagree with 
the opinions of individuals 
who make rude comments 
about religions, freedom 

of speech protects their 
right to speak their 
mind. A publication 
or an institution 

making such comments 
is a different story. A 

publication holds far more 
sway over public opinion than 

the words of a single person 
spoken to a few members of 
his or her social circle. When 

the staff of Charlie Hebdo 
publishes offensive satire, 

they are not speaking  only for 
themselves: they are speaking 
on behalf of every single person 
involved in the publishing 
process, and they are advocating 
anti-Islamism through a 
weekly print publication that 
will be distributed throughout 
an entire country and even 
around the world. Regardless 
of the original intention of the 
publishers, the message sent 

by Charlie Hebdo’s cartoons 
is that Islam is a religion 

not worth respecting 
and that there is 
absolutely nothing 

wrong with insulting the beliefs 
of others. With each publication, that 
message is transmitted to thousands of 
people around the world. Such cartoons 
indoctrinate people with principles contrary 
to the tolerance and respect we should 
have for cultures different from our own.
 Why, you may wonder, should I care about 
a satirical magazine that doesn’t impact 
my life directly? The issue at hand is not a 
single magazine, but our fundamental right 
to free speech. We often make offensive 
comments, and it is our right to do so. 
Still, we as individuals are responsible for 
maintaining a basic respect for others, even 
while expressing controversial opinions. In 
the future, some of us will be writers. Some 
of us will be journalists.  Some of us will be 
so influential that our words will instantly 
make a ripple around the nation. At that 
point, our words will symbolize a larger 
entity, and our right to free speech will no 
longer be limitless. And one day when our 
words represent the voices of many, I hope 
that we will remember both the courage 
shown and the warning left by Charlie Hebdo. 
 Thus, I am not Charlie. We are not Charlie. 
I fully respect the message that the magazine 
was trying to promote: that we have the right 
to express our opinions, even when they are 
controversial and unpopular, and that we 
should not have to be punished for having 
such opinions. However, I disagree with 
the warped version of that message that 
Charlie Hebdo embodied through cartoons 
that bordered on hate speech. While I 
recognize the importance of our freedom 
of speech, I do not believe that it gives us 
the right to express any kind of derogatory 
sentiment on a national scale. Doing so 
would be no better than using a racial 
slur in regular conversation or verbally 
abusing others for being part of a culture 
unlike our own—both of which are within 
the limits of freedom of speech but are 
checked by immediate social consequences.  
On the other hand, publications will not be 
affected by social consequences until the 
offensive content is seen and the damage 
done cannot be rescinded. Thus, print media 
must stop hateful messages before they reach 
the public. Freedom of speech, like all other 
rights, is not limitless: even if you have the 
right to be prejudiced, your rights end where 
you stop expressing your individual opinion 
and begin advocating an opinion for an entire 
institution, or perhaps an entire nation. 

as well as the assumption that I would not 
be able to be proud of my country even if I 
were to learn about its dark moments. A 
course can teach these moments without 
adopting a negative tone or abandoning 
patriotism. Just imagine the ripple effect a 
dishonest curriculum change would have in 
the future; history depends on the full and 
honest telling of the yesteryear. Our history 
classes are often the first time that students 
are exposed to the nation’s past, and it is 
harder to change a belief than to give one. 
For example, if just one edition of textbooks 
contained an untrue fact, any school that 
used those textbooks would be passing on 
this falsified information to hundreds of 
students, who would then  go on to spread 
that inaccurate information themselves. 
And since public school budgets rarely 
allow for new textbooks, this process would 
repeat itself for at least a decade, effectively 
brainwashing a large group of people into 
believing potentially false information.
 The phrases “history repeats itself,” “learn 
from the past,” and countless other versions 
of the same message are more than just 
clichés. We should not hide our Tiananmen 
Squares; rather, we should write them all in 
history books to be read and hope that our 

future leaders will learn from them. To erase 
the past is to paint an untrue and imperfect 
picture of our fine and proud nation. History 
delves deeper than what is in the textbooks—
it teaches real lessons of human suffering, 
political savviness, philosophical dilemmas, 
and so much more. There is a wealth of 
knowledge to be learned in an AP U.S. History 
course, and it should not be withheld from 
students simply because a small group 
of radicals decided that it should be so.
 Of course, the main focus of the pro-AP U.S. 
History movement would be the students of 
Oklahoma; to intentionally misinform them 
on the harsh realities of history would place 
them in an embarrassingly naive position 
in the future. Students and parents in a 
community depend on the public education 
system to enrich them with information 
to help them improve society. “You take a 
nationally recognized measure of excellence 
and student achievement away from students 
that are applying to colleges and universities 
across the country,” says Wrobel, the Merrick 
Chair of Western History at the University 
of Oklahoma, “and students from the state 
of Oklahoma are obviously disadvantaged 
against those coming from institutions 
where they have had an opportunity to 

A PUSH in the Wrong Direction
take AP U.S. History.” Imagine if a student 
from Oklahoma who had gone through the 
“improved” curriculum and later takes a 
U.S. History course in college. Knowledge is 
power and ignorance is bliss—until you are 
taking an advanced course full of facts that 
all the other students know about except you.
 To even suggest that sugar-coating 
America’s history would help students is 
an entertaining but conclusively ignorant 
theory. There have been cries of outrage 
from not only Oklahoman students, 
teachers, and parents, but also supporters 
of the AP U.S. History course across the 
nation. The “Don’t Ban AP Courses” 
petition from Oklahoma on change.org 
has garnered over 31,000 supporters. The 
problem these politicians have with this 
framework is not that it omits concepts that 
have sometimes been presented as American 
exceptionalism—it is that the AP U.S. History 
framework points to historical answers that 
put America in a global perspective. The 
U.S. has not always emerged as victorious, 
but that is something we have to come to 
terms with. As a young country, the U.S. 
is still learning, and perhaps the effort to 
improve based on our past mistakes is what 
truly portrays American exceptionalism.

 WHAT DO YOU think of when you hear the 
word “Islam?”
 Likely, you envision violence and terror, 
bombings, and beheadings, as millions 
of other people around the world would. 
Unfortunately, these mental images are the 
results of the actions of a few extremists 
within a largely misunderstood religion.
 Now, what do you think of when 
you hear the phrase “free speech?”
The First Amendment. Our 
constitutional rights. The epitome 
of what it means to be American.
 Combine a twisted version of Islam with 
a controversial instance of free speech, 
and you have the Charlie Hebdo shooting.
 In January, Charlie Hebdo, a French 
satirical magazine, tweeted a cartoon 
of ISIS leader Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi 
complete with a sardonic caption reading, 
“Best wishes and good health.” Moments 
later, Islamic extremists invaded the 
paper’s office and murdered twelve people, 
including ten staff members and two 
police officers. The shooting  sparked mass 
outrage all across France, and millions of 
people joined in demonstrations and used 
the hashtag #jesuischarlie, French for “I 
am Charlie,” in support of the magazine.
Someone who considered this incident 
out of context would naturally be inclined 
to sympathize with the magazine. 
 And indeed, the staff and their family 
members deserve sympathy for their loss. 
However, the cartoonists were no martyrs, 
and the issue is not merely that of fanatical 
religious extremists murdering innocent 
people exercising their free speech. The 
content that has appeared in the magazine 
suggests that Charlie Hebdo overstepped 
its boundaries by publishing excessively 
explicit and highly offensive satire of 
Islam. Clearly, this in no way justifies the 
death of twelve people and the wounds of 
eleven others; however, we must realize 
that the cartoonists were not entirely 
innocent. Freedom of speech is one of our 
fundamental rights—so long as we speak 
as individuals. However, when we make 
publications that voice the opinion of an 
entire community, and that will be seen 
by thousands of people around the nation, 
we must take responsibility for our words.
 The cartoon of Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi was 
certainly not the only time the magazine 

By ANGELA CAO, freshman

satirized Islam in print, and it was likely one 
of the least controversial. Previous cartoons 
portrayed the prophet Muhammad kissing a 
Charlie cartoonist or as a pornographic film 
actor with captions as explicit and degrading 
as the illustration itself. The cartoonists 
have also attacked the attire of Muslim 
women: one cartoon supported France’s 
law banning women from wearing burqas 
in public. Muslim women wear burqas as 
part of religious tradition; their attire is 
neither harmful nor offensive and 
does not deserve this insult. 
Such cartoons are all too 
common in Charlie Hebdo, 
each more offensive than 
the last.  The magazine has 
taken free speech too far 
not only by lampooning the 
actions of extremists within the 
religion—which would be 
within the boundaries 
of free speech—but also 
by insulting the entire 
religion of Islam and 
rejecting Muslims’ 
freedom of religion. 
To Muslims, the 
depictions of 
Muhammad, whose 
visual depictions 
are generally 
prohibited within 
the Islamic religion, 
are beyond disrespectful 
Publishing demeaning images 
of a religion’s founder for 
the world to see crosses the 
line of freedom of speech 
and turns into harassment.
 Certainly, defendants of 
the magazine argue that its 
scathing satire is not limited 
to Islam—other religions have 
not escaped its lampooning 
over the years. A previous 
publication featured a cartoon 
of Mary giving birth to Jesus 
that was captioned, “What 
your pastor never dared tell 
you is finally revealed in this 
new Gospel according to Riss 
[the cartoonist]. Because did 
you know that the Baby Jesus 
was a child of sin… child-killer, 
blinder of men… tormentor of 
his teachers, and apprentice 

  THIS PAST FEBRUARY, an Oklahoma 
legislature voted overwhelmingly in favor 
of a bill banning AP U.S. History classes 
in its public schools. Why? Larry Krieger, 
a retired high school history teacher 
from North Carolina, stated that the test 
curriculum offered “a consistently negative 
view of American history that highlights 
oppressors and exploiters.” In addition, 
the bill would also require teachers to 
work with lesson plans that emphasize 
“American exceptionalism” by including 
the Ten Commandments, two sermons, 
and three speeches by Ronald Reagan. In 
short: they couldn’t change the shameful 
and disgraceful events in American 
history, so they decided to rewrite them.
 This anti-AP U.S. History movement 
is nothing new, of course. In October last 
year, Colorado proposed changes to its AP 
U.S. History curriculum that would favor 
“patriotism” over information that might 
“encourage or condone civil disorder.” 
In response, hundreds of Colorado 
high school students staged walkouts.
 As a student, I am offended by the idea of 
an extreme and oversimplified curriculum, 

By SARAH WANG, columnist

Uncivil Rights
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 DO YOU LIKE green eggs and ham?
 In a model state, the majority of the 
voting population is responsible for major 
decisions, from budgets to its elected 
representatives. If we were in the world of Dr. 
Seuss, the majority, not the single Sam-I-Am, 
would decide for the state whether or not 
everyone would get green eggs and ham for 
breakfast. So in the real world, it only makes 
sense that the majority, too, determines 
for itself its statehood and international 
political status. But with the slew of failed 
attempts at self-determination in the past 
few years, such as the Arab Spring, 
the Hong Kong protests, last year’s 
Scottish independence referendum, 
and the Crimean annexation crisis, 
a constructive discussion about self-
determination is more urgent now 
than ever before.
 As a concept, self-determination is 
and will always be just. As a concept, 
self-determination should always be 
a choice for societies belonging to 
large empires. It should always 
be a choice for major minorities 
in any region, state, or country. 
However, no matter how just 
and fundamental self-determination  may 
be, it is an inherently unstable concept 
with no standardized process. The fault is 
neither that of the United Nations nor the 
constitutions of nations, but the individuals 
of a nation. Self-determination is the ability 
to make choices based on one’s preferences 
and interests, and it is because of this that 

self-determination is too fickle a system to 
use. It varies from person to person, nation 
to nation, and so any precedent set by one 
nation cannot apply to others. 
 In 1960, in a UN resolution on colonialism, 
self-determination was defined as the “legal 
foundation for the establishment of the 
sovereign state from the colonial territory.” It 

justified breaking away from an imperial 
empire. But self-determination 
itself here is only defined in 

terms of its uses and sets no parameters for 
gaining sovereignty. Can a group of 12 people 
with a written constitution be considered 
a country? What must be included in the 
constitution? Because of this ambiguity, 
there is no set path for a group of people 
to become a legitimate sovereign state, and 
in a globalizing world, it is crucial to the 

Crimea and Punishment
survival of a new state to obtain diplomatic 
recognition. For micronations or states with 
limited recognition, it is difficult to compete 
in the world market and enter alliances. 
 The currently enigmatic state of self-
determination comes not from a lack of 
experience with principles, but its politically 
fraught history. The Russian Federation, 
previously known as the Soviet Union, is a 
prime example of an imperial nation that 
has used small and underdeveloped states to 
its advantage. Take the Crimean annexation 
crisis of 2014, for example. Because of the 
ambiguous definition of self-determination, 
Russia could push for Crimea’s secession 
from Ukraine by citing its right, however 
vague and unclear it may be, to establish its 

own government and statehood. After its 
secession, however, the principle was 

used for the second time by Russia 
to annex Crimea, a strategically 
important naval base, by citing the 
right of the Crimean people to ally 
themselves with whomever benefits 

them most. This was the case for 
most nations under the USSR before 

its collapse in 1991, which was (quite 
ironically) due to the self-determination 
of nations within the empire. 
 In order for any nation to be 
independent, it cannot be influenced by 

other surrounding nations. Only without 
this influence will the true definition of self-
determination be upheld. But, how is this 
possible, if it is only because of large nations 
that the non-independent nations can see 
the light of prosperity? No single Sam-I-Am, 
whether foreign or domestic, should be able 
to determine the path for an entire populace.

By EPHANY WANG,  political columnist

  ON SEPTEMBER 18 of last year, millions 
of Scottish voters walked into voting booths 
to decide whether or not Scotland would 
remain a part of the United Kingdom or 
become its own independent state. The 
election’s immense turnout of 84.5% of the 
region’s eligible voters surprisingly resulted 
in 44.7% voting “yes” for independence, 
but  55.3% voting “no.” It was a close call—
so close that the smallest push could have 
swayed voters to finally make Scotland an 
independent state. Perhaps independence 
may have happened if more voters had 
participated, if independence campaigns 
were funded better, or most importantly, if 
people had taken the initiative to read up 
on the independence movement. If they had 
done so, voters would have realized that 
Scotland’s pursuit of independence was a 
perfectly valid course of action. It would 
have been clear that it was  more practical 
for Scotland’s population to possess full 
decision-making power regarding the 
political affairs of its nation than to leave 
a considerable amount of its control to the 
United Kingdom. This offer of autonomy 
is very promising for regions deserving 
independence, especially those that are ill-
equipped to demand freedom otherwise. 
Of course, freedom is only possible if voters 
are well-informed. Self-determination is 
democracy realized on a global scale, but we 
can only take advantage of its benefits when 
the voting population is made aware of the 
possibilities that may result from it.  
 Over the last 400 years or so, self-
determination is a fairly new practice and yet 
a widely neglected one. But without the right 
of a population to choose its own allegiances, 
larger powers are given free reign to exploit 
smaller nations. Take for example, the 
establishment of the spheres of influence 
throughout the globe under the context of 
imperialism. Whether it was the “Scramble 
for Africa,” when European states competed 
for African colonies, the “Great Game,” 

weaponry while the bodies of water north 
of Putin’s state remain frozen almost all 
year long. Furthermore, if Crimea were to 
be annexed, it would be taken advantage of 
by Russia for purposes of bettering Russia’s 
economic prowess. Thus, both the West and 
Russia attempted to sway Crimea’s decision 
in directions that benefitted their own selfish 
interests. 
 It is understandable that Russia’s 
interference swayed the vote more; Crimea 
and Russia share cultural similarities that 
may incentivized a Russian annexation. As 
a powerful and established nation, being a 
part of and under the protection of Russia 
may have seemed appealing. However, 
the more informed Crimeans knew that 
Putin’s deliberately calculated annexation 
of Crimea did not consider Crimea’s well-
being a priority. The Russian Federation 
is merely using Crimea as a stepping stone 
towards becoming a more formidable figure 
in a game of international politics. To allow 
Crimean resources, citizens, and culture to 
be viewed as merely pawns in a chess game 
not only is disrespectful, but also should be 
alarming to the international community. 
Had Russia been kept out of Crimea, the 
truth about Putin’s interests would have 
allowed Crimeans to take advantage of self-
determination.
 Self-determination is an opportunity 
to grant deserving regions freedom, but 
it fails to work when outsiders interfere 
and voters are not informed. Compared 
to the aforementioned failed attempt of 
Scotland at self-determination, the Crimean 
Crisis holds a greater concern because 
Crimea is susceptible to exploitation by the 
Russian Federation, a state that holds both 
social and economic radical views when 
compared to the rest of the international 
community. While both Scotland and 
Crimea may have lost the chance to attain 
independence, it is our duty to step up as 
a global body to never grow complacent 
and to remain vigilant when other regions 
get their chances to choose in the future.

By ALEXANDER BOGDANOWICZ, 
political columnist

where Russia and Britain competed for 
control of Central Asia, or the establishment 
of spheres of influence in China during 
the early 20th century, large powers have 
consistently claimed authority over smaller 
nations. All of these are examples of history 
repeating itself for the same reason: the 
global community has continually refused 
to embrace self-determination. Just take a 
look at the Cold War. This refusal to embrace 
self-determination that set the stage for such 
a long-lasting and resource-wasting conflict. 
History proves that self-determination 
is a positive step forward that people are 
learning to accept because it respects the 
wishes of the people of smaller nations and 
frees larger nations from fear-fueled arms-
races.   
 In a similar echo of history just last year, 
Crimea voted between independence and 
annexation by the Russian Federation. But 
the vote was not just an internal issue; it 
involved negative influences from outside 
meddlers. Like Scotland, it did not choose 
independence either. It would eventually 
be annexed by a larger power as well, even 
though it was presented the opportunity to 
achieve independence. The raises concerns 
primarily for democratic nations such as the 
United States. To this day, the United States 
has maintained a tenuous relationship with 
the Russian Federation, with tensions that 
stem from the Cold War. With Putin heading 
a nation that not only holds dangerously 
governmental philosophies that conflict 
with those of the United States, but that also 
possesses the capacity to conduct nuclear 
warfare, the stakes are high for democracies 
all around the world. While Crimea may 
appear to be a small, insignificant gain 
for Putin, this piece of land sandwiched 
between the Sea of Azoz and the Black Sea 
has the power to tip the scoreboard between 
the east and west. With Crimea, the Russian 
Federation finally gained deeper access 
into the Sea of Azoz and the shoreline of 
Crimea in the Black Sea. Here, they could 
then finally store and mobilize their naval 

So Much for Sovereignty

Evolved 
Thinking

By ASHLEY SHAH, columnist 

 IMAGINE THE WORLD is JP Stevens and the 
population is the students. Executive board 
positions and team captainships compel us 
to perform with the highest caliber to be 
selected. If there is a “deficiency” in our skill 
set or if we aren’t deemed the “fittest,” then 
we don’t survive that test and we miss out on 
a potential opportunity. The race to the top 
then becomes a competition of the survival 
of the fittest, demanding perfection from 
everyone. 
 Natural selection seems like a plausible 
theory, but despite being such a developed 
generation, we still cannot comprehend 
the effects of evolution—the change of a 
population’s traits over generations—in the 
real world. In addition to the conventional 
arguments against evolution, there are more. 
Perhaps it is because we cannot accept 
that a process that moves so  incredibly 
slowly could exist in such a fast-paced 
world. 50 years or even 500 years down 
the road, we will look exactly the same. 
While the world slowly evolves behind the 
scenes, we think that we are stuck on one 
page of a never-ending novel; however, in 
reality, we simply cannot see the changes 
as they overtake our environment and the 
population. Nevertheless, it is time that we 
start accepting evolution. 
 Being forced to compete for survival in a 
world seems like a real life Hunger Games. 
Yes, we learned it in biology, but Darwin’s 
thoery of natural selection only seemed 
applicable to little goldfinches at the time. 
As humans, we don’t get “selected” the 
same way as goldfinches; instead, diseases 
and social conditions evolve the human 
population.  Humans haven’t accepted 
evolution not only because of its underlying 
effects, but also because of what evolution 
would mean to the world as a whole. We 
haven’t seen anyone with an extra eye or the 
ability to rotate their heads clockwise—yet. 
But who knows what the future, and more 
importantly, evolution, holds for us. These 
traits aren’t specifically admired or coveted 
by humans, as many believe that we cannot 
possibly evolve to anything greater. But this 
notion is why evolution comes as such a 
shock to us. Although we think that nothing 
more can be done or nothing more will be 
done, evolution will inevitably work its way 
into history.
 Of course, there is the question of whether 
God or apes brought us to this planet. The 
controversy over evolution and creationism 
has been so fierce that court cases about the 
issue—most notably, the Scopes Monkey 
Trial of 1925—have become part of our 
school’s history curriculum. Unfortunately, 
as long as religion exists, creationism will 
battle the idea of the apes. All we can really 
ask for is an open mind to simply consider 
the possibility evolution offers us. Although 
it is just a theory among many, it’s a very 
plausible one.  
 If we were to replace the word “evolution” 
with “change,” fear and acknowledgment 
would come as much more automatic 
responses. Unrecognizable surroundings 
and unidentifiable faces come as more 
of a shock than the slow alterations in 
facial features or changes in behavior 
that occur over time. Just think of your 
distant aunt’s shock when she discovered 
that you had grown four inches since your 
last visit. Although we are susceptible 
to both change and evolution, both are 
the same process—evolution is simply 
spread over a longer time period. Change 
is acceptable over evolution because of its 
prevalence throughout our daily lives. Why 
should we consider evolution differently? 
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THE 60S
 School has just started, and even though 
getting up four hours earlier than usual to 
learn algebra is a bummer, it’s still a blast to 
see everyone decked out in their first day of 
school outfits. Everything seems absolutely 
fab—until you realize that homeroom is only 
the prelude to a day filled with hard work. 
Someone starts singing “Dancing in the 
Streets” as you walk out of your homeroom, 
and your friends tell you to hang loose as 
they start dancing down the hallways to 
class. Might as well enjoy the fun while it 
lasts.

THE 70S
 You’re dead on your feet. You boogied 
with your friends all through the night, and 
right now, you’re paying the price for it. But 
when your friend asks you if you’re free to 
come over for a groovy dance party, you can’t 
help but tell her, “Right on!” As you rush to 
first period, you hear someone blasting “Play 
That Funky Music” through the hallways. 
How appropriate.

THE 80S
 You walk into homeroom feeling totally 
bodacious. But that feeling stops the instant 
you look around and notice that you’re the 
only one still wearing a fashion that died out 
a year ago—bell-bottom jeans. Embarrassed, 
you slide into the seat next to your best 
friend, who wastes no time to you that your 
pants are “bogus.” Don’t worry though. 
You start humming the new hit “Eye of the 
Tiger” to yourself, and bell-bottoms or not, 
you know you can still look amazing if you 
walk down the hall in slow motion while 

hitting all those high notes.
THE 90S
 You feel like you’re walking on cloud nine. 
Your outfit is the bomb, everybody wants to 
be your friend, and homeroom is, like, great! 
You throw yourself into your seat, jerk your 
head up nonchalantly, and ask your neighbor, 
“How’s it hanging, dawg?” Absolutely 
nothing could make this day better. 
MC Hammer’s “You Can’t Touch This” 
starts blasting from the gym after the 
homeroom bell rings. 
You begin to 
dance along 
to the song 
and you yell, 
“It’s Hammer 
time!” at 
passing students.

THE 00S
 You barely 
manage to make 
it to homeroom, 
sliding past your 
homeroom teacher 
as she closes the 
door. As you breathe 
a sigh of relief, you adjust your new neon 
sweater-jacket, Uggs, and fifty animal-
themed Silly Bandz that you’ve organized by 
color on your arm. You turn to talk to your 
friend, who is sporting popped collars and 
the latest pair of nylon pants from Adidas. 
You think his white Air Force Ones are totally 
“phat,” and compliment his newly bleached, 
spiked hair. As the two of you make plans 
to hang some time later that weekend, the 
homeroom bell rings and you smile when 
you hear someone break out into a sweet 
rendition of Beyoncé’s “Irreplaceable.” 

Memorable Melodies       Memorable Moments
 IN ORDER to commemorate JP’s 50th 
Year Anniversary, The Hawkeye decided 
to ask JP’s staff a few questions, ranging 
from their predictions for JP in 50 years 
to their favorite Christmas presents to 
what they’ll miss the most about JP when 
they retire. Their responses  show how 
they’ve seen JP evolve over the years.

What advice would 
you give students 

for “surviving” 
your class 

specifically?
Read the 

book! 
Carefully. And 

maybe even take 
notes as you’re 

reading. (Yes, 
I realize it’s a 

radical approach, 
but it’s better 

than
SparkNotes.)  

   — Mrs. 
Zupko

What do you 
think JP will be 

like in another 50 years?
Homeroom will be extended until two-
thirty! 

— Ms. Alfonso
No textbooks. No paper. Learning through a 
digital device yet to be invented.       

— Ms. Quan

What is the best Christmas present you have 
ever received from a student?

The best gift I received was a miniature 
iPod; it wasn’t my favorite gift because it 
was an iPod, but because of the thought 
behind the gift. I am an avid runner and my 

iPod was stolen, and the students wanted 
to replace it. In addition to that, I received 
a card with a drawn picture of me and the 
students, along with a heartfelt note. The 
gift made me tear up.       — Ms. Biloholowski

A Christmas card that was written as a 
geometry proof.      — Ms. Alfonso 
Anti-wrinkle eye cream. Definitely.
    — Mrs. Liotti

What is the craziest/strangest thing you have 
ever seen/heard about at JP?

A helicopter landing on the front lawn.  
   — Ms. Quan
An alumna married Paul McCartney, and 
another became an FBI agent who was 
the model for Clarisse in Silence of the 
Lambs.  

— Ms. Weigele
 

Do you have any inspirational quotes that 
you would like to share with this year’s 

student body?
“Go into the arts. I’m not kidding. The 
arts are not a way to make a living. They 
are a very human way of making life more 
bearable. Practicing an art, no matter how 
well or badly, is a way to make your soul 
grow, for heaven’s sake. Sing in the shower. 
Dance to the radio. Tell stories. Write a 
poem to a friend, even a lousy poem. Do it 
as well as you possibly can. You will get an 
enormous reward. You will have created 
something.” — Kurt Vonnegut   
                     — Mr. Martinak

What will you miss the most about JP when 
you retire?

Helping young people discover their 
identity, and their selves.   

   — Mr. Martinak
Fresh fruit Wednesday. ISS Duty Period 12.    
     — Ms. Alfonso 
Spending time with my students and 
colleagues.      — Mrs. Reusch

By GRACE CHUNG, juniorBy MAYA MERCHANT, freshman
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You Know You Have Gone To JPS When...
 TO CELEBRATE JP’s 50th anniversary, 
we’ve compiled a list of the best YKYGs 
from the archives.

1994
...freshmen request “Naptime 101” as an 
elective next year.
...the “right to remain silent” is about the 
only student right remaining.
1995
...it takes longer for you to get from gym to 
math class than it takes the Simpson jury to 
reach a verdict.
...you have to fill out less paperwork to 
become a U.S. citizen than to get into a JP 
bathroom.
…you hear, “will the 400 NHS inductees 
please come to the stage?”
1996
...the senior class president has dissolved 
the class council and declared himself 
emperor.
...students take Latin to learn about Xena the 
Warrior Princess.
...10 out of 8 students don’t understand 
math…
...and 8 out of 10 sentence structure don’t 
understand.
...you understand the Internet, but still can’t 
beat Minesweeper.
...campaign pins do not say “Dole in 96;” 
instead, they say “Dole is 96.”
1997
...the Board of Education is building new 
tennis courts for JP with the money it saved 
on diplomas this year.
...Fat Tuesday has been updated to 90s lingo 
and is now known as “Phatty T-Day.”
...you spend 41 hours getting ready for the 
first day of school…
...and almost the same amount of time in the 
lunch line.
...the air in the bathrooms seems refreshing 
compared to the smell of tar in the cafeteria.
1998
...election posters wipe out 60% of the 
Amazon rainforest.
...Spanish Honor Society has a field trip to 
Taco Bell.
...due to budget cuts, softball is replaced by 
ultimate frisbee.
1999
...Regalis 2016 is currently available for pre-
order.
...three inches of water are allowed into the 
auditorium, but students aren’t.
...construction finally starts on the new 
tennis courts.
...you take your midterms in the boys’ locker 
room…
...and get a two point curve for the smell.

...the school’s Data Match sets you up with 
Resusci-Anne, the first aid CPR doll.
2000
...lunch is a game of musical chairs.
...lo mein, fried rice, almond cookies, 
fortune cookies, chopsticks, and oriental 
music cost $1.85 in the cafeteria.
...your mom pages you in class to inform you 
of your college acceptance.
...you anticipate opening a big, thick 
envelope in the mail...
...and realize it’s the 2000 census.
...your favorite study hall activity is 
Monopoly.
2001
...all the VCRs are booked for the rest of the 
year.
...all you get from the vending machines is 
Diet Coke.
2002
...you can take out your frustration by doing 
Tae-Bo in gym class.
...the coolest kids in school wear watches 
they got at Burger King.
...everyone owns a M.O.T.O. CD (or four or 
five).
...the out of order sign in the girls’ bathroom 
becomes a message board for philosophical 
conversations.
2003
...the sidewalk from the new wing to the 
cafeteria is finally wide enough for two 
students.
...Shakespeare has mysteriously written new 
lines hundreds of years after his death…
...“thou hittest my head, but thy hand canst 
not hit me!”
...you’re afraid to park your car because 
you think you’ll get stuck in that pothole 
affectionately called “the crater.”
...the new classrooms are finally being 
built…
...and the bulldozers like to work during 
your French test.
...the “temporary” twenty-year-old trailers 
are finally being removed.
...the school’s only powerpoint machine no 
longer functions properly.
2004
...you finally found an open bathroom when 
you “stumbled” into one of the faculty 
bathrooms.
...upperclassmen are in shock when they 
realize that the students of the freshman 
class were born in the 90s.
...blogging reaches an all time low, putting 
Xanga, Friendster, and LiveJournal out of 
business.
...Livestrong bands have become a fashion 
expression.
...the security guards were featured on Cops.

...just when you think the school cannot get 
any more crowded, you find out that the 
class of 2008 will have 780 students.
2005
…you have actually heard the pick-up line 
“Baby, if you were sin²x, and I were cos²x, 
then together we would be 1.”
...”senioritis” is officially recognized by the 
American Medical Association.
...Jenna is a popular name for staff offspring.
...Iflurtz have reached new levels of 
indiscriminate pairing…
...but the 100% inflation has rendered the 
prices too expensive.
2006
…popularity is directly proportional to the 
number of MySpace friends you have.
…you are embarrassed for the Mr. JPS 
contestants as they prance about the 
cafeteria dressed as cowboys.
…due to budget cuts, the dividing doors in 
gym are replaced by chairs and wrestling 
mats.
…”formal attire” for some teachers is a tie-
dye shirt over jeans.
...Math League trips leave after school ends, 
because, god forbid, they miss any classes.
...the coolest things you will ever do in 
chemistry are making gak and watching 
flames turn pretty colors.
...the AIM profiles of everyone you know say 
“Put this in your profile if…”
2007
...recent additions to the cafeteria include 
sushi, ice cream, and churros.
...Ice Age 2 replaces the math HSPA.
...the school can afford new soap dispensers 
but not new mirrors.
2008
...you read New Years’ resolutions in the 
girls’ locker room that say, “remember your 
gym clothes.”
...the halls are still crowded, but now they’re 
crowded for a minute longer.
...the introduction of the Proxima has 
ruined the entire note-taking experience.
...the Canadian geese fight the cardboard 
dogs.
2009
...pink morning passes have become a black 
market commodity.
2010
...more people know the “Bed Intruder” 
and “Double Rainbow” songs than the 
songs played on the loudspeakers on Friday 
mornings.
...there’s a giant hole in the wall of the A 
wing.
2011
...www.edisonpublicschools.org is blocked 
on the school computers.

...your gym teacher explains softball as “a 
little bit like cricket.”
...the drumline is hired to wake seniors up 
for the assembly on voting registration.
...the school installs projectors and new 
Dells when all the teachers really want is 
non-neon paper.
2012
…all the computers in the school have 
Windows 7 and Vista stickers, but seem to 
be running Windows XP.
…the hallways are oversaturated with 
meme shirts, including “cool story bruh,” 
trollfaces, and variants of “KCACO.”
…your principal knows how to dance the 
“bhangra.”
…only Genesis and the announcements 
remember your birthday.
…JP-themed USB drives are sold at the 
school store even though they can’t be used 
on JP computers.
…you’re late on Friday and must endure a 
painfully embarrassing walk of shame to 
Justin Bieber’s “As Long As You Love Me.”
2013
...in the morning, kids go inside the school 
to “eat breakfast” when they just want to get 
warm.
...the morning news team has more energy 
during homeroom than the rest of the 
school does before ten o’clock. 
...you’re excited that the girls’ team room 
finally has soap…
...until you realize that it’s actually hand 
sanitizer.
2014
...parents try their best to inconspicuously 
take photos of the list of honor roll students 
in the lobby.
...new doors are installed in the boys’ 
bathrooms... 
...but most of them remain locked. 
2015
...no matter how long homeroom is 
extended or how late school starts, a large 
number of students will still show up late, 
anyway.
...the electricity goes out in one wing and 
causes a “fire drill” to be called in eight 
degree weather.
...there is only one pair of headphones for 
the entire library.
...you walk into the New Gym and hear a 
cow mooing.
...PARCC practice tests take two periods...
...and most of the time is spent trying to 
connect to the WiFi.

JOHN P. STEVENS HIGH SCHOOL 
[Recently Active]
Age: 50
Edison, New Jersey

 By PRATEEK KHANDELWAL, freshman,
VERONICA MELIKSETIAN, freshman, 

ARJUN GOURISHETTY, junior,
and PAST YKYG WRITERS

ABOUT ME: Hi there! My name is John P. 
Stevens High School, but everyone calls 
me JP. I’m super awkward when it comes 
to describing myself because I never know 
where to start! I’m the eldest of seven 
brothers and I’m close to all of my siblings 
—Adams, Wilson, Martin Luther, Madison, 
Menlo, and  Woodbrook. I love having a big 
family; in fact, I have a lot of kids of my own 
who are from all over the world.  
 Not only do I have a diverse family, but 
I also have diverse interests; from playing 
the clarinet to running track, I’m a naturally 
competitive person. I have friendly rivalries 
with some of my close friends, Edison, 
Ahr, and Wardlaw. My great enthusiasm 
for competition is reflected in my daily life 
because I’m a bit of a perfectionist, and I 
don’t stop working until I have reached my 
goal. 
 I’m looking for someone who is similarly 
driven and shares my passion for trying new 
things. Even if we don’t have everything 
in common, I would value a person who 
broadens my interests and varies my 

Preying for a Date
By NIKITA SALWAN, senior

wardrobe (it needs help—it’s all green 
and gold). If you are looking for a new and 
thrilling experience, please contact me! 

LIKES: Math, Science, History, Art, Music, 
Computer Science, Business, Fashion, 
Robotics, Learning, Following the Six Pillars 
of Character, Pizza, Playing sports

DISLIKES: Standardized tests, Bullying, 
Disrespect, Procrastination

OCCUPATION: I have worked in education 
my whole life.

HOBBIES: Community service, Debating, 
Writing, Building, Programming, Messing 
around with the heating and Internet 

LANGUAGES: English, Latin, Mandarin, 
Spanish, French, Hindi, Italian

RECENT POSTS:
“Ugh, I hate testing. #testsdontteach”
March 6, 2015

“Finally! The first snow day of the school 
year. #letitsnow” January 27, 2015
“Yes! Gertrude Hawk Chocolate is perf. 
#teamcaramel” January 15, 2015

OLDER POSTS:
“Hurricane Sandy, what have you done to 
me? #lightsout” October 24, 2012
“Won Friday night’s basketball game! Oops, I 
did it again!” May 15, 2000
“It’s morning in America again! Wake me up 
before you go-go!” June 2, 1984

PAST RELATIONSHIPS: It’s complicated with 
Ivy L. Eeg. 

HAVE KIDS: Yes   

WANT KIDS: Yes

ETHNICITY: Mixed

FAVORITE QUOTE: “Carpe Diem”

BODY TYPE: I have a nice curve.
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$6000+: 
JP OM teams’ 
debt in 1998

“Be the 
change 

you wish to 
see in the 
world.”

1964: the 
Civil 
Rights 
Act of 

1964 is passed; Gulf of 
Tonkin Resolution
1965: Voting Rights Act of 
1965; The Sound of Music 
wins five Academy Awards
1968: Martin Luther King, Jr. 
and Robert F. Kennedy are 
assassinated
1969: Apollo 11 lands on the 
moon; Stonewall Inn riots
1970: Earth Day is created; 
Kent State shootings
1972: Watergate Scandal is 
exposed
1974: Nixon resigns 
presidency; Lucy the 
Australopithecus afarensis 
is found
1975: Vietnam War ends
1977: Star Wars Episode IV: A 
New Hope is released
1979: Iran Hostage Crisis
1980: U.S. Hockey Team wins 
gold in the 1980 Winter 
Olympics; The Empire Strikes 
Back((Star Wars))is released
1981: MTV debuts with its 
first music video, Video 
Killed the Radio Star 
by the Buggles; AIDS is 
identified
1982: E.T. is released
1983: The Return of the Jedi 
(Star Wars) is released
1989: The Berlin Wall falls
1990: First Persian Gulf War
1991: The Soviet Union 
dissolves and the Cold War 
officially ends
1992: The 27th Amendment is 
ratified
1993: The Internet is opened 
to the public
1998: Clinton is impeached
2001: 9/11 Terrorist Attacks
2003: U.S. invades Iraq; 
Michael Jordan retires from 
NBA
2008: Barack Obama wins the 
presidential election
2011: Osama bin-Laden is 
killed by U.S. Navy SEALS
2012: Barack obama wins 
reelection
2014: A new terrorist 
organization, ISIS, rises

50     Years   
In the  JP  Mind

Our school’s most prominent quality is 
perhaps the perpetually crowded state 
of its hallways. Though we dread the 
traffic we must face as we walk 
from class to class, the overflowing 
hallways aren’t simply flooded with a 
powerful swarm of students armed 
with binders and textbooks. The halls 
are constant reminders of just how 
tight-knit the community of students, 

teachers, and staff is here at JP. Every morning’s 
horrid traffic jam serves as an emblem of the great 
enthusiasm with which students and teachers alike 
arrive to school, eager to once again become part 
of that proud Hawk Nation. For those students who 
drive themselves to school, driving teaches them the 
true value of arriving early (to get that one, perfect 
spot you always want to park in) and helps them 
improve their reaction times to a few milliseconds 
(you can’t, after all, hit that one student who decides 
it’s a good idea to dash across the parking lot, and 

still expect to get to homeroom on time).

“On orientation day, nerves shot through me as I tried to familiarize myself 
with the massive building that would be my school for the next four years. After 
receiving free pens and planners (“Ooh! Pretty!”), we, the incoming freshmen, 
were free to walk around the school and try to follow our schedules. What I 
remember is a haze; I scurried through the halls in a desperate attempt to reach 
each of my classes in five minutes, even if the exercise was just for practice. I 
recall seeing so many familiar faces but not stopping and chatting; I had a room 
to find! Several times, I fast-walked right past the room on my schedule, and on 
more than one occasion I forgot that the even numbered rooms were on one side 
and the odds on the other (“Wait, if this is room 113, and this is room 115, then 

where is 114? Where is it?”)
But the most difficulty I encountered on orientation day was with the Curve. 
Faced with the fork in the halls near the cafeteria as I tried to find the gym, I 
had a choice to make: left or right? I foolishly trusted my instinct and followed 
the Curve, and somehow, some way, I ended up near the Nurse’s office. By the 
time the practice bell rang, I still had no idea where the gym was. This iconic JP 
Stevens’ building feature was going to be the bane of my existence—or, at least, 
of my punctuality. To this day, I have no idea how I ended up on the other side 

of the school.“

“A while ago I went to the bathroom 
during lunch and as I was leaving, I saw 
that someone had left a cell phone in 
the bathroom; I took the cell phone and 
brought it to one of the teachers who 
was supervising lunch during that period. 
I didn’t think much of it and thought that 
was that. But a few weeks later, I was 
called down to the office after homeroom. 
I immediately starting going through all the 
things I had recently done that I might’ve 
gotten in trouble for, but couldn’t think 
of any reason to have been called down. 
After a little waiting, Ms. Pawlikowski came 
down and handed me a certificate of good 
character. I was confused at first but Ms. P 
told me that the award was for doing 
the wonderful act of returning a lost 
cell phone because the school, and 
the student who lost the phone, really 
appreciated it. I was so pleased that 
such a small act of kindness could be 
awarded so greatly. I didn’t know the student 
I helped and I didn’t know the teacher from 
lunch who told Ms. P about me but I truly 

appreciated being appreciated!”

52.7% of 
students 

would want to 
live to 100

26: The number of seniors 
who did not appear in the 

1972 Regalis yearbook

“When Ms. Pawlikowski announced that Periods 1 and 2 were shortened (in order 
to accommodate the extended homeroom), I swear I heard that Period 2 was 
outright cancelled. And so, when the bell rang for the passing between Periods 1 
and 2, I wandered to my Period 3 class. I had lab that day, so I should’ve realized 
that if the twenty-two other students in my biology class were remaining in their 
seats during passing, I should have as well. But in spite of this fact, I found myself 
in Mr. Allen’s Period 2 Class, and struck up a conversation with my friends. This 
conversation went on for about ten minutes and I stirred up a bit of trouble (I was 
a budding freshman), feeling almost immediately at home. I was relieved, seeing 
many familiar faces from middle school. I suddenly dawned on the realization that 

maybe high school wouldn’t be that bad after all.
But when Mr. Allen didn’t call my name while he took attendance, 
instantly, I knew that something was wrong. Mr. Allen asked 
me, “You know this is Period 2 U.S. 1, right?” and it was at that 
moment that I knew I had messed up. In a mashup of confusion, 
mumbling, and pure mortification, I had to explain, in front of 
the entire class, that I had made a rookie mistake: attending the 

wrong class. 
It’s one thing to joke about this scenario, but it’s another to be 

in that situation as an entire class and teacher silently judge you. And what was 
even more embarrassing than all this? Sliding back into my seat in my actual 
Period 2 class as my fellow biology students looked on with a mixture of pity and 

confusion and as my teacher just shook her head.”

“When I was a freshman at JP, the first couple of  days were really hard because 
this school can be kind of  big and intimidating to someone fresh out of  middle 
school. I got really lost on the third day of  school, so I found a senior and I 
asked him where my room was; he looked at me, and with total honesty, told 
me that he had no idea. At the time I was really confused and upset because 
I felt that seniors knew everything. Today as an upperclassman, I can relate 
100% to not knowing where rooms are, and I spend every day in fear that a 

freshman will ask me where something is.”

“I always start off my 
morning by conquering 

(sliding down) the 50 foot 
tall pile of snow/ice near 

the wooded path 
by the senior 

parking 
lot.”

March 25, 
26, 1966: 
The first 
annual 

musical 
Kiss Me 

Kate

1964: John 
P. Stevens 
opens
1966: JP 
golf wins GMC championships
1970: Wrestling co-captains J. 
Shawde and G. Nisivoccia place 
first in county
1971: The Hawkeye is founded
1976: Theatre Co. puts on a 
production of Peter Pan
1977: Field Hockey takes 
second place in the county 
(8W, 6L, 1T)
1975: Advisor Mr. Simpson 
starts the Special Olympics
1984: Edison School District 
changes the junior high 
schools into middle schools
1996: Writing section added to 
the PSAT; JP library receives 
12 computers to aid in 
researching, word processing, 
and Internet browsing; six 
tennis courts near the rear 
of JP are declared “unsafe” 
by the Hartford Insurance 
Company
1997: Phony bomb discovered 
in the boys’ bathroom; Edison 
Township employs a new non-
smoking policy on school 
grounds
1999: JP team places first 
in the Rutgers Academic 
Challenge to win the state 
championship
2000-2001: First school 
year to solely use the 
performance assessments in 
place of multiple-choice 
exams
2001: Varsity football 
team wins its first Group 
IV Central Jersey State 
championship in 16 years
2002: Lady Hawks softball 
wins the GMC tournament
2003: JP Students protest the 
war in Iraq
2004: JP Stevens wins Best 
School for MUN at William & 
Mary 
2014: JP ranks 30th out of 
all NJ schools in New Jersey 
Monthly magazine’s September 
issue; Band director, Andrew 
DeNicola, is a top ten 
finalist for the 2014 Grammy 
Music Educator Award

 76-101
Faculty vs. (State) 

Troopers
Basketball

January 21, 1977

170: The number 
of members in Ski 

Club in 1975

Fall TV Picks (2004)
Everwood, Everybody 

Loves Raymond, Scrubs, 
ER, CSI: NY, Clubhouse, 

The Mountain, Joey, LAX, 
Father of the Bride, Lost, 

Life as We Know It

20.3% of students drink 
cof fee in the morning

I would just like to say to all 
underclassmen that though this 

may sound cheesy, joining a club and 
trying new things during the four 
years at JP will create worthwhile 

memories. After joining FBLA last year, 
I finally met a clique of people who 
I can call true friends. Triumphing 
at various conferences and finding 

true confidence in an area, I can 
honestly say that FBLA is now my life. 
I had never seen myself as a “future 

business leader” during my freshman 
and sophomore years. Now that I’m 

graduating in June, I will really 
deeply miss everyone at JPS FBLA. 

I want to shout-out to all at JPS 
FBLA to continue stepping 

up the challenge to put 
excellence in action 

and transform 
tomorrow.
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Special shout-out to the custodial 

staff of JP. Thank you for all your 

hard work!

150+: The number of people 
that contributed to this 
centerfold

Advice from 1966: 
“Life is for the 

living.”

15.9% of students want 
the super power to make 
food appear spontaneously

To commemorate JP’s 50th anniversary, The Hawkeye 
has decided to dedicate this centerfold to the school, 
its students, and its staff. This centerfold represents 
the mind of  the average JP student over the past 
50 years; the centerfold portrays our memoirs, our 
preferences, and a few other miscellaneous thoughts.

JP vs. World
28.9 minutes: The average amount of time 

it takes students to get ready in the morning

Fads from 1998: 
Tamagotchis, AOL, pump sneakers, 

homepages, ring pops and push pops, 
Beanie Babies, The Spice Girls, cavariccis, 

Tickle-Me-Elmo, bubble necklaces and 
snap bracelets, Skip It!, Sit n’ Spin, Saturday 
morning TV, Choose Your Own Adventure

Narratives By
VICTORIA CHANDRA, junior, 

ANEESH DESHPANDE, junior, 
ALICIA KANG, freshman, 

KRUTI SITWALA, senior, and 
the JP student body

19.6% of students have 
forgotten what sleep is

Centerfold Design by JESSICA XU, junior

Editors’ Note: We were unable to average all of the responses due to answers such as the following. “I get dressed, but I’m never ready.”

Seniors 20, Juniors 22
Final score at the end of Donkey 
Basketball on March 16, 1977

From 2000:
Survey of 200

How do you use 
Cliff’s or Barron’s 

notes?
23% Never

22% Instead of reading
50% After reading

9.6 years 
old: The 

average age 
at which the 

1999 JPS 
student 

body first 
saw an 

R-rated 
movie

Confession: 
I love JP, and 

I’m really 
scared to 
leave next 

year. 

Statistics 101: 
Always check your conditions.

Independence (Yes; one student’s 
response is unlikely to affect another’s.)

Randomization (Survey distributed 
through an online link; proceed with 

caution.)
Large Enough (There were 138 
responses. Most of the response 
options received at least 10 votes. 

Those that didn’t are marked with an 

asterisk.)

41.3% of 
students think 
the U.S. should 

take direct action 
against ISIS





The life-sized apartment building, complete 
with a usable fire escape and window, offered 
a new take on the classic balcony scene.
 In addition to the art crew, the pit 
orchestra was responsible for setting the 
mood of the play. From the passionate 
accompaniment for Tony’s singing to the 
intense music for the fight scenes, the pit 
orchestra played a key role when words 
alone could not convey the depth of the 
scene. Senior Rachel Diao, a clarinet player 
in the orchestra, explains, “Being in the pit 
is challenging because we’re constantly told 
not to listen to the actors, and as musicians, 
what we hear is what we usually are drawn 
to first. But, our job is to play the music 
rock solid, so the theater kids can be sure 
that what they are doing is perfect too.”
 Even though a lot occurs onstage, the 
audience only sees the tip of the iceberg. 
Freshman Anhar Islam, one of the Shark 
girls, remarks, “Backstage is always 
moving. Whether it’s quick costume 
changes, switching microphones, or 
moving sets, backstage is the engine that 
powers it all.” With little time from one 
scene to the next, actors depend on the 
efficience of the backstage crew to ensure 
smooth transitions throughout the play.
 The musical was an awe-inspiring 
experience for everyone involved. For 
the seniors, the musical was bittersweet, 
as it would be their last performance 
as  JP students. Senior Aaron Penzel, a 
theatre student who has been performing 
on the JP stage since his freshman year, 
explains, “Seeing the audience’s reaction 
and watching new people find their place 
in the company is the most rewarding.” 
Though the faces onstage will continue 
to change throughout the years, the JP 
Stevens Theatre Company quality and 
excellence will always remain constant.

 AS SOON AS they entered the JP Stevens 
cafeteria on Thursday, March 19, students 
were ready to enjoy a night filled with talent 
and fun.  This year’s Bubble Tea House, 
hosted by the APA (Asian Pacific Arts 
Club) and the CCF (Christian Cornerstone 
Fellowship), provided an opportunity for 
students to showcase their talents while 
entertaining an eager crowd and raising 
money for several charitable causes. 
 To kick off the event, hostess senior Grace 
Kim introduced sophomore Sean Kim, who 
serenaded the crowd with David Crowder’s 
“How He Loves.” After his performance, 
other singers, rappers, and guitarists took 
the stage, showing off their music abilities 
through carefully prepared songs. The 
songs were selected from a wide variety 
of musical genres, ranging from religious 
to pop music. In between the singers’ acts 

A Bubbly Event

OM, contd.

62: total school 
sponsored events in the 
past year 

734: people who 
attended Mr. JPS

67: total songs 
played on the 
announcements

At a 
glance

By Debisha Dey, sophomore

were equally entertaining performances 
such as an intense Kung Fu performance 
by seniors Jack Chiu and Lawrence 
Lin and a comical speech regarding 
PARCC testing by sophomore Teddy Li. 
 While the performances continued 
throughout the night, students in the 
audience crowded around the tables at the 
side of the cafeteria to enjoy some pizza, 
rice balls, and bubble tea. The event lived 
up to its namesake, providing different 
flavors of bubble tea, including lychee and 
mango. Each cup of bubble tea was filled 
with tapioca pearls and optional additions 
on the side, such as syrup and milk.
 During the intermission, freshmen Katie 
Hausman, Jenna Cutsforth, and Sanjana 
Kulkarni participated in an intense eating 
contest. The student organizers of the event 
had previously rolled large rice balls with 
seaweed, cucumbers, and other fillings. 
Each contestant was presented with a 

plate of rice balls, which had to be eaten as 
quickly as possible to win. But of course, 
there was an interesting twist to the event: 
two of the rice balls on each contestant’s 
plate contained wasabi, an extremely spicy 
condiment. As the competition began, the 
contestants quickly familiarized themselves 
with the spicy taste. The audience erupted 
in laughter as all three contestants 
grimaced upon tasting the wasabi. Finally, 
freshman Sanjana Kulkarni prevailed.
 More performances followed the 
intermission, including a cultural display 
of the Chinese peacock dance, poetry 
reading, dancing, singing and skits. Junior 
Ketaki Joshi, a cellist, performed three 
selections, which she had transcribed 
and arranged herself. Reflecting on her 
first Bubble Tea House, Ketaki remarked, 
“I had a lot of fun watching my talented 
peers perform, and it was also nice to 
see the audience’s enthusiastic reactions 
to the songs, which was really touching. 
I just love playing music, so this was 
somewhere I could really express myself.”
 Like most successful events, the Bubble 
Tea House required extensive planning from 
the APA and CCF. Junior Jessica Yang, vice 
president of the APA, noted, “At first, we 
wanted to have an event for people to taste 
bubble tea, but we decided that adding a 
talent show and a rice ball eating contest 
would make the event more interesting. 
Overall, I think it is a great thing that we 
can encourage students as they perform and 
showcase their talents.” The APA plans to 
donate the money raised to the Liberty for 
North Korea Charity, while the CCF plans 
to donate their share to the Habitat for 
Humanity. This year’s Bubble Tea House 
was a truly unforgettable event, combining 
stunning performances from highly talented 
students and a desire to help the world.

By GRACE WANG, freshman

ISHIKA GOVIL
Hostess senior Grace Kim rallies the crowd as freshmen Katie Hausman and 
Jenna Cutsforth begin the rice ball eating competition.

five problems), which was held on April 
11 at Haddonfield Memorial High School. 
Teams that advance beyond the State 
Finals Tournament will compete at the 
World Finals Tournament from May 20 
to May 24 at Michigan State University.
 The successes of these teams did not 
come without much hard work; teams, 
along with their coach, Mr. Parekkadan, 
have been working assiduously for the 
past few months in preparation for their 
long-term and spontaneous problems, 
both of which will constitute their total 
score. This year’s long-term problems 
required students to successfully execute a 
multitude of tasks. Problem One, “Runaway 

West, contd.

‘Train,’” had teams construct and operate 
at least one vehicle that was capable of 
overcoming various barriers. Problem Two, 
“Experiencing Technical Difficulties,” saw 
teams complete various tasks using devices 
solely powered by rubber bands. Problem 
Three, “Pandora’s Box,” challenged teams 
to take the mythical story of Pandora’s Box 
and add a video game aspect to it. Problem 
Four, “Lose Your Marbles,” directed 
teams to  construct a balsa wood structure 
with five marbles that would be released 
one at a time by removing pieces of the 
structure. In Problem Five, “Silent Movie,” 
teams were required to create and enact a 
performance featuring a director, his or her 

JENNY HUANG
Junior Stephanie Zhu performs in an underwater-themed skit. 

Dance, contd.
outside the school. Sophomore Joany Xue 
commented, “I never realized how much 
fun I could have while contributing to a 
great cause. Though I wasn’t part of the 
set-up process, evidence of time and effort 
well-spent was present.” Throughout the 
night, the JP Stevens DJ Club blasted 
intense music from tower speakers as 
colorful lights illuminated the dance floor. 
 While most students were concentrated 
at the center of the dance floor, some of 
the other students enjoyed playing life-size 
versions of classic games set up at the side of 
the gym. Jenga and Connect Four, where the 
game pieces were almost as tall as the players, 
were two of the most popular games at the 
event. Junior Jessica Sun stated, “I think the 
life-size Jenga really tested everyone’s sense 
of logic and patience. It was a challenge, but 
in the end, we had many laughs!” Delicious 
snacks were also provided for participants. 
One of the bakers, senior Connor Shah, 
stated, “During the event, many members 
were running back and forth from the 
dance to the kitchen, constantly cooking.”
 The Dance Marathon was a great success 
because it raised over $2,800 for the 
Embrace Kids Foundation and provided 
an unforgettable experience for the Hawks 
and the Scarlet Knights to come together. 
Student Council President Kobi Dent stated, 
“Our goal was to have fun, yet raise money 
to help the children, and to say the least, we 
succeeded. I’m really proud of all the hard 
work that was put into this event and I hope 
this dance will become a lasting tradition!”

silent movie, and a villainous character that 
would commit three silly acts of “villainy.”
 The Liberty Regionals Tournament 
this year also saw one truly remarkable 
achievement: in Problem Four, builders 
Eric Duong and Casey He set a new state 
record, building an 18-gram structure that 
held 1,365 pounds. The previous state 
record was set by John Su’s team in 2009, 
when the team’s 18-gram structure held 
1,210 pounds. When asked for advice for 
prospective members, Eric joked, “Working 
with my team for this competition, 
I discovered that while teamwork, 
cooperation, and dedication are important, 
the key to success in OM is not sleeping.”
 With all the victories teams have claimed, 
it can be easy to forget that Odyssey of the 
Mind is worth more to its members than a 
chance at another set of trophies and medals. 
OM is a tight-knit community of individuals, 
all laboring tirelessly together toward one 
shared goal, and all bonding together during 
the process. Senior Siddharth Hariharan 
summarized the value of the club, stating, 
“OM actually takes so much time but it’s 
honestly so worth it. Some of my closest 
friends are through OM, and the memories 
we’ve had, the late nights and competition 
dates, are things I will never forget.” 
 As OM members look forward to the 
remaining competitions this year, all of 
JP Steven’s Odyssey of the Mind teams 
are sure to be working hard to improve 
their performances, forging together new 
memories that will last for years to come.
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snippets of JP life 
and beyond



 JP FCCLA (Family Career and Community 
Leaders of America) and NTHS (National 
Technical Honor Society) came together to 
host Career Day on February 10 in an effort 
to widen students’ understanding of various 
available career choices. 
 Weeks before the event, members from 
both organizations contacted guest speakers 
involved in fashion, culinary arts, and child 
growth. Junior Claire Pan, FCCLA Vice 
President of Public Relations, was one of 
the students in charge of finding speakers. 
When asked about this arduous process, 
she explained, “I spent a month talking 
to potential speakers for the event. It was 
a difficult task contacting each one, but 
luckily, there were many FCCLA alumni 
who were willing to participate. We really 
appreciate the time and effort the speakers 
put into their visits.”
 Before their presentations, the guest 
speakers were welcomed with a breakfast 
prepared by FCCLA. Students like Simmi 
Uppaladadium, Junior Vice President of 
Membership, were afforded the valuable 
opportunity to talk to the guests during this 
time. Simmi commented, “The speakers were 
very polite and said that they thoroughly 
enjoyed the breakfast. In comfortable 
settings like the Child Growth room, I had 
the chance to have an informal conversation 
with the speakers and ask them about their 
careers. It was very enlightening and their 
advice was quite insightful!”
 After the breakfast, the speakers began 
giving their career-specific presentations to 
the students. Ms. Kathleen Burkhart, a nurse 
practitioner, and Ms. Karina Srulevich, a 
daycare owner, visited the Child Growth 
and Development classes, where they each 

briefly explained their professions and why 
they loved doing their jobs. The fashion 
classes were visited by Ms. Brooke Poyner, 
an associate production manager at Banana 
Republic. Junior Michelle Qu, inspired after 
hearing of Ms. Poyner’s success, remarked, 
“Career Day taught me to search for a job 
which involves what I love. After all, I can 
only be happy with doing something that I 
genuinely care about.” 
 Similarly, the foods classes were inspired 

By SAMIKA PARAB, junior

Exploring the Future

by guest speaker Mr. Travis Spear’s 
descriptions of both popular and uncommon 
careers found in the culinary arts. Junior 
Rohit Iyer, a current Culinary Arts student, 
commented, “It was great to see how 
culinary arts can lead to careers in a variety 
of settings. Mr. Spear even planned a tour of 
the kitchens at the Waldorf Astoria, giving 
us the opportunity to see what a kitchen 
with professional chefs really looks like.”
 Although the guest speakers only visited 

for a day, the advice that they had to offer 
will help career-driven students in the long-
run as they pursue their future professions. 
Guest speaker Sherri Rotondo, co-owner 
of Rotondo’s Deli, Liquor, and Fine Foods, 
says, “I experienced a lot of difficulties 
in my career path. For one, it wasn’t easy 
financing the construction of a whole new 
business.” But, Ms. Rotondo reflects on these 
difficulties only to accentuate the life lessons 
associated with them. She goes on to advise, 
“Make sure you focus on receiving education 
in your desired field. And never be afraid to 
try the non-traditional routes.”
 Certainly, her advice was what FCCLA 
and NTHS members were planning to 
spread. The FCCLA committee in charge 
of running Career Day explained that the 
event was meant to pull students out of the 
constant pressure of academics and provide 
more possibilities for the future. As FCCLA 
member junior Amisha Gandhi put it, “A 
career day in elementary school can open 
your mind up to exciting professions that you 
can someday have. But, a career day in high 
school is especially important because this 
is the time when you decide what you really 
want to do in the future.” Career Day turned 
out to be both enjoyable and beneficial to all 
the students who took part in the event.
 After reviewing the feedback given by 
both students and speakers, it was clear 
to the organizers that the experience had 
been a notable success. The speakers 
acknowledged an interest in partaking in 
future events with the club, while students 
noted that the event helped increase their 
interests in certain fields, all the while 
encouraging them to broaden their career 
options. Both FCCLA and NTHS members 
are looking forward to hosting more 
successful Career Days in the years to come.

CLAIRE PAN
Ms. Poyner and Ms. Caplan, who both work in the fashion industry, enjoy breakfast 
before visiting classes to discuss their careers with students.
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 PARTICIPANTS KNEW THAT they would 
leave either empty-handed or with 
numerous prizes as they arrived at the 
Tricky Tray hosted by the JP Stevens Key 
Club on February 19. Several attendees 
entered with bags of food and drinks, 
preparing for a long and exciting night. 
The club set out 60 differently themed 
baskets filled with many items including 
technology, beauty products, and food.
 At a Tricky Tray, guests buy raffle tickets 
and place them in a bag near the basket they 
would like to win. Most Tricky Trays are 
hosted to raise money for certain projects 
and are usually set up by organizations 
with resources and funding. However, the 
JP Stevens Key Club’s Tricky Tray differed 
from the norm because it was mainly set up 
by students without help from adults. This 
event was made possible by donations from 
restaurants, stores, and students themselves.
 The JP Stevens Key Club had to set up 
baskets which appealed to all ages. They 
created baskets focused on relaxation, 
which contained nail polishes, lotions, and 
bubble baths, and also provided baskets 
filled with toys for children. With a sports 
basket, a wine basket, and a literature basket, 
the JP Stevens Key Club took all interests 
into consideration. Publicity Head, senior 
Gira Mistry, says, “During the event, I was 
excited to see that everyone was so eager to 
participate because we had a wide selection 
of baskets that appealed to them all.”

Prom, contd. On the Note

116.7: seconds 
in the fastest track time 
for the 800m race

1,300: students 
unable to access first 
session of PARCC 

144: people 
involved in the spring 
musical

237: people at 
the ETEA volleyball 
tournament

Mr. September’s, (senior David Zhao’s) back-
to-school outfit, complete with a backpack 
and light-up sneakers. Fuzzy slippers, teddy 
bears, pillows, and onesies pervaded the 
sleepwear section, while the swimwear 
portion featured humorous costumes 
ranging from lifeguards and surfers to 
the infamous “Left Shark” from Katy 
Perry’s Super Bowl Halftime performance. 
 The talent portion of the contest lasted  
for most of the night, demonstrating each 
individual’s capacity to entertain and 
perform. Mr. January, senior Blair Haigler, 
showed off his theatrical flair with a 
humorous skit involving British accents and 
comic deaths. Mr. February, senior Sridhar 
Sriram, dished out a phonetic barrage 
with his rendition of “Alphabet Aerobics” 
by Blackalicious, while Mr. March, senior 
Harsh Desai, starred in a comical video 
depicting the problems with trying to 
maintain relationships with four girlfriends. 
The audience was captivated by Mr. April, 
senior Francois Ballou, and his dance crew 
as they tore up the stage with their fast 
footwork. Mr. May, senior Brian Ho, followed 

By SHIVANI SUNDARESAN,  freshman

him up by generating a catchy backing beat 
onstage by using a recording function on 
his phone and rapping about everything 
from tennis to morning traffic. Mr. June, 
junior Paul Vargas, dazzled the audience 
with his skills as he danced passionately 
to a romantic instrumental. Next up was 
senior Stephen Susan as Mr. July, who 
demonstrated his impressive ability to 
devour pastries by battling Coach Garcia 
for the prestigious “Munchkin Belt” in the 
“Food-Eating GMCs.” Devin Liu started 
his segment with a stand-up comedy act by 
discussing proper disciplinary techniques 
to use when teaching young children and 
completed it with a demonstration of his 
formidable photo-editing skills. Afterwards, 
the audience members, touched by David 
Zhao’s musical performance of “I Believe 
I Can Fly,” waved their phones in the air as 
if they were candles.  Junior Matt Flores, 
Mr. October, also displayed his musical 
talents by demonstrating his impressive 
vocals, which were also complemented 
by elaborate fingerwork on the viola. 
Next, senior Gaurav Nath, Mr. November, 

 ON FEBRUARY 11, the JP Stevens Band 
program put on incredible performances 
under the direction of  Mr. Zazzali and 
Mr. DeNicola. Performed by a multitude 
of ensembles, the renditions varied in style 
and were indicative of hours of practice. 
 The Symphonic Band began the program 
with “Symphony No. 4,” a piece composed 
of three movements. The shifting mood of 
the song demonstrated the band’s ability to 
transition between different types of music 
seamlessly. They then played a song titled, 
“Into the Church.” Sophomore Aaron Wang 
remarked, “What makes this song difficult 
is actually its simplicity. We practiced 
every measure, treating them all as equally 
important to play the song successfully.”
 Next, the Freshmen Band then opened 
with “The Beethoven Machine,” a piece filled 
with beautiful melodies which resonated 
throughout the auditorium. The following 
piece, “Rhythm’s Machine,” demonostrated 
an opposite style, surprising the audience 
with its abrupt beats and harmonies. “Red 
Balloon,” the last piece, closed the ensemble’s 
performance with wistful melodies and 
showed off the freshmen’s ability to 
play various genres of music with ease. 
 The Wind Ensemble, concluded the 
evening. Their first piece, titled “Variations 
on a Theme of Robert Schumann,” was a 
light, happy song about a farmer working 
on his land. The following song, “Aegean 
Festival Overture,” was a creative fusion 
of classical and Greek folk music. Junior 
trombonist Helen Kwak stated, “There’s 
a really cool driving energy that comes 
with this song. I think Mr. Zazzali’s 
dynamic conducting and lively attitude 
makes it even more fun for us to play.”
 The JP Band Concert was a beautifully 
polished event. “We spent many hours 
rehearsing for this,” explained freshman 
Dakshina Palasamudrum. “In the beginning 
of the year, I had not realized the amount 
of dedication it took to reach perfection. 
It was overwhelming at first, but with 
each practice the band grew stronger.” As 
a result of the musicians’ hard work, the 
audience enjoyed a brilliant performance 
that celebrated a passion for music. 

showed everyone his love for Beyoncé’s 
music through his passionate dance 
performance of mainstays in pop culture 
like “Crazy In Love” and “Single Ladies.” 
The talent portion finaly culminated with 
senior Connor Shah, Mr. December, who 
delivered an explosive dance performance 
brimming with emotion and skill.
 After a short intermission, the contestants 

walked down the stage accompanied by 
close friends, family members, and in Mr. 
July’s case, the JP Mascot. After an intense 
round of questions and answers, the winners 
of this year’s Mr. JPS were announced. 
Francois Ballou was crowned Mr. Muscles 
for raising the most money during 
intermission, while Devin Liu was crowned 
Mr. Congeniality for his upbeat attitude. For 

because the straps were loose. Thankfully, 
Mrs. DiGioia-Laird helped me out and 
gave me a shawl to wear over it. So, even 
though I was nervous before, I felt my 
anxiety transform to ease as the night 
progressed.” Some of the male models were 
also apprehensive about modeling attire.  
Senior Geet Massand commented, “At first, 
I thought that walking down the runway 
was no big deal. But, while practicing, I soon 
found out that there was a certain technique 
involved, which definitely took some time 
to master.” Despite the obstacles that arose 
along the way, the contestants maintained 
a positive attitude and had a lot of fun.
 As the models emerged in pairs, supportive 
students and teachers in the audience burst 
out into applause. The audience’s excitement 
increased when each pair, at the end of their 
walk, performed a small gesture symbolic of 
their relationship. Many models opted for 
creative handshakes, while some even took 
it another step further. Seniors Maya Robles 
and Geet Massand reenacted the “I’m 
flying!” scene from Titanic, while senior 
Megha Rahi fangirled over the supposedly 
suave moves of her partner, senior Devin Liu.
 As both hostess and chair of the event, 
junior Stephanie Zhang’s toughest 
responsibilities lay in the organization of the 
show. She says,  “So many people, including 
myself, spent countless hours securing 
a dress and tuxedo company to donate 
garments, finding hair and makeup artists, 
contacting models, asking for donations, 
and making and selling tickets, to name 
a few things.” The hours of preparation 
were exhausting but fruitful.  She adds, 
“No matter how stressful it was, the feeling 
of accomplishment is remarkable and 
that makes the entire process worth it.”
 The contestants’ experiences were more 
than just posing on the runway—they were 
filled with forging new friendships and 
making memories. Even those who had 
initially been unsure about participating 
were glad that they had taken leaps of faith. 
Senior Patrick Pei remarked, “Originally, 
I was against being a model because it just 
wasn’t the kind of thing I was interested in. 
But, I gave in when my best friend convinced 
me to participate.  The ambience of the 
show was really amicable and carefree.” 

his liveliness and talent, Connor Shah, Mr. 
December, was crowned as this year’s Mr. 
JPS. “I was ecstatic when they called my 
name as Mr. JPS,” recalls Connor. “I know 
a lot of people worked hard and deserved 
it just as much as I did, but it was awesome 
that the judges and the audience recognized 
and appreciated my talent and wears.”
 While the show was definitely a  
success, the entire performance required a 
tremendous amount of hard work from the 
student council, performers, and theatrical 
technicians (also known as techies). As 
Student Council member junior Swapnil 
Kurale commented, “One of the hardest 
aspects of this event was to gather all 12 
guys after school at one place and time. 
Despite this challenge, the Student Council 
and all of the guys worked together to 
make this show successful. Mr. JPS was 
a huge success and was probably one of 
the best shows that the Student Council 
produced this year.” The outcome was a 
night of laughter and excitement for all. 
Friendships were forged, talents were 
uncovered, and memories were made.

Mr. JPS, contd.

 The JP Stevens Key Club gave all the 
money it fundraised to UNICEF’s Eliminate 
Project. The Eliminate Project aims to 
eradicate maternal and neonatal tetanus, a 
fatal disease that causes newborns to suffer 
chronic painful convulsions. The Key Club 
has been supporting this project for multiple 
years and was able to raise more than a 
thousand dollars during this year’s Tricky 
Tray. Corresponding Secretary, junior 
Shreya Keshive, says, “Without relying on 
adults, we were able to successfully host our 
first Tricky Tray and raise a total of $1300.”
 The members of the JP Stevens Key Club 
put countless hours into preparing for this 
occasion. Committee Board and Executive 
Board members bought many items all 
geared toward a certain theme. Members 
of the club also involved teachers so that 
they could purchase raffle tickets as well. 
To convince other people to be involved 
in this occasion, members advertised 
by posting a notice online for its main 
audience, Tricky Tray fanatics. Senior Vice 
President Karishma Patel commented, 
“It was initially stressful to put the event 
together as there was so much planning 
to do; however, the end result was better 
than I imagined, and I could not have asked 
for a better job on the behalf of our club.”
 After months of planning, the JP Stevens 
Key Club finally hosted the Tricky Tray.  
As the winners left satisfied, Key Club 
members felt equally content, knowing that 
all of the money that they had raised was 
going to the UNICEF’S Eliminate Project.

Tricky Tray Treats
By DEEKSHA UDUPA,  freshman

Key Club advisors Mrs. Gordon and Ms. Nixon choose the winning ticket for one 
of many baskets auctioned at the event.

KARISHMA DHRUVE

“It was awesome that the judges 

and the audience recognized 

and appreciated my talent.”            
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-Connor Shah, senior



competitive aspect. 
 The coaches not only emphasize a 
stringent practice schedule, but also 
encourage the players to smile through the 
hard work, instilling a mindset that focuses 
on individual growth. Aside from trophies 
and competition scores, passion for the sport 
is a prime motivator for these players. Rohit 
Iyer (11) states, “Golf is one of my passions 
because my father got me into it when I was 
young, and it is a great bonding experience.” 
Similarly, Amber Lin (12) remarks, “I started 
playing golf because I knew that it would be 
a sport I could enjoy for the rest of my life. I 
love the tranquility of the course, the smell 
of the grass, and the challenge of every hole. 
You don’t have to be incredibly ‘athletic’ 
in the usual way, but it’s still a sport that 
requires incredible skill, strategy, stamina, 
and especially patience.” With this positive 
attitude, both players have refused to give up 
when faced with adversity.  
 While golf is considered a hobby for 
many people, it is a serious, year-round 
sport for others. It tests the character 
and perseverance of a player to keep his 
or her calm when the ball is inches away 
from the hole and the team is moments 
away from victory. Players must overcome 
this mental challenge to succeed, and it 
is truly a test to see who flinches first.

Evolution of Sports Perfect Pitch
 OVER THE PAST 50 years the MLB has 
used over 7,897,500 baseballs. In the past 
50 years there have been 13 FIFA World 
Cups, 10 Cricket World Cups, and 12 
Summer Olympics. Throughout the past 50 
years, we’ve seen some glorious victories 
and even more notorious losses. We have 
watched underdogs take on giants and win; 
but,  we have also seen sports legends go on 
downward spirals after peaking. When JP 
was first established in 1964, it was a whole 
different era. At the time, both JP and the 
sports world experienced heart-pounding 
moments, terrible losses, and ultimate 
successes.
 Back in the 1960s, America was undergoing  
a revolution. Racial tensions were high in 
both politics and in sports. One of the most 
iconic moments in world history came in the 
1968 Summer Olympics, when on the first 
day of competition, two African-American 
runners from the U.S. won the 200m dash. 
With the American flag raised behind them, 
Tommie Smith and John Carlos bowed their 
heads and raised their fists in solidarity with 
the black power movement. The ‘60s also 
encompassed the peak of Muhammad Ali’s 
career. It was during this time that Ali both 
earned and was stripped of his Heavyweight 
Title. His controversial win against Sonny 
Liston placed him on top, but his refusal to 
be drafted in the Vietnam War forced him to 
take a hiatus from his career until the ‘70s. 
 The ‘70s became a decade plagued by 
both immense tragedy and triumph in the 
world of sports. The biggest tragedy of all 

 By FARHAN PATEL, junior

By KAPIL JAIN, junior

came during the 1972 Summer Olympics. 
In Munich, Germany, terrorists invaded the 
Olympic Village, kidnapping and  killing 
11 Israeli athletes and coaches. On a more 
positive note, Hank Aaron was one hit away 
from tying Babe Ruth’s record of 714 home 
runs. In the NFL, the Miami Dolphins 
had a perfect 17-0 record that still remains 
unmatched by any other NFL team. 
 The ‘80s, to this day, are the most unusual. 
The decade was the era of Adidas tracksuits, 
sweatbands, the mullet, and of course, the 
Miracle on Ice. In the 1980 Winter Olympics, 
amidst high Cold War tension between the 
U.S. and Russia, Team USA, the ultimate 
underdogs, beat the Russians in ice hockey. 
The ‘80s also captured some of the most 
iconic moments in sports history for the 
first time on camera, such as Björn Borg’s 
epic fall after defeating John McEnroe in the 
1980 Wimbledon Final and the 91-second 
knockout of Michael Spinks by Mike Tyson 
for the Heavyweight Title.  
 The ‘90s saw important moments for 
various sports as well. Basketball followers 
witnessed a star-studded lineup with the 
iconic Olympic “Dream Team,” including 
Michael Jordan, Larry Bird, Magic Johnson, 
and David Robinson. Unfortunately, the 
decade also marked the downward spiral 
of other major athletes. One of the most 
unpredictable athletes of the generation, 
Mike Tyson, bit off a part of Evander 
Holyfield’s ear mid-fight in a violent boxing 
battle. But all the stories of downfalls of 
sports legends, none has ever compared 
to the historic O.J. Simpson trial. While 
many cheered for the verdict that declared 

his innocence, soon afterwards, the public 
learned the truth about the murder of 
Simpson’s ex-girlfriend and her boyfriend. 
Thus, Simpson established himself in history 
as the most controversial athlete.
 The last 15 years have seen extraordinary 
triumphs for individual athletes in 
particular. Swimmer Michael Phelps, also 
known as the Baltimore Bullet, earned eight 
consecutive gold medals at the 2008 Beijing 
Olympics. His stellar performance brought 
his gold medal total to 16 and overall total to 
22 in the London 2012 Olympics, securing 
his spot in the history books as the most 
decorated Olympian. At the same Olympics, 
Gabby Douglass became the first African-
American female to win both the All-Around 
Gymnastic gold medal and the hearts of fans 
everywhere. Recently, heroism has expanded 
beyond receiving medals and trophies. The 
2013 Boston Marathon bombings turned 
humble athletes into heroes; the nation 
honors the three who died and admires the 
more than 250 athletes who continue to 
persevere with their sustained injuries. 
 Over the past 50 years, we have seen the 
rise and fall of many athletes. From the 
Olympic black power salute of the late ‘60s to 
the “I Can’t Breathe” shirts worn by LeBron 
James, social justice has never kept its 
distance from the world of sports. From the 
terrorism at the 1972 Olympics to the Boston 
Marathon Bombings in 2013, tragedies such 
as these prove time after time that we are all 
on the same team. The past 50 years have 
further shown that the sports world produces 
heroes, role models, and champions, and it 
will continue to do so for centuries to come.

Driving to the Fore
  AS THE GOLF club strikes the golfball 
on the tee, the ball soars toward the green. 
Inching closer and closer to the hole for 
many suspenseful seconds, the golf ball 
suddenly disappears from sight with a small 
plunk. While the golfer releases an anxious 
breath after mastering an incredible shot, 
the crowd of onlookers erupt into cheers.
 Golf ’s quiet, intense atmosphere cannot be 
mistaken for simplicity, as the sport requires 
an incredible amount of focus and stamina. 
Both the boys’ and girls’ teams spend 
significant  amounts of time improving the 
minute details, such as posture, because 
these details can be the difference between a 
birdie and a bogey.  Coach Canova states that 
“practices are designed to allow the players 
the opportunity to work on areas of their 
game that need improvement.  The boys 
usually play the round with two or three 
other team members and assist each other 
by suggesting solutions to the problems 
they observe.” The girls’ team coached by 
Coach Savulich also takes practices very 
seriously, and are usually the last program 
to complete their season. During practices, 
the players also review proper golf etiquette 
and rules, learning to appreciate the simple 
pleasures of the game itself in addition to its 

By NATASHA RAI, senior

In Sync

PATRICIA SAVULICH
Freshman Alicia Kang, sophomore Esha Khandelwal, and junior Meera Trivedi 
take practice swings before their match on a windy day.

By LAUREN TENCZA, junior

Junior Matthew Elko pitches a ball 
during a tough game against South 
Brunswick.

DOREEN ZILLI

 “HOW HARD  would you work to be a 
world champion?” This is the question that 
has motivated Katie Lam (10) and her 19 
other teammates, the Skyliners, to compete 
in the 2015 Synchronized Skating National 
Championship.  After three long days of 
tough competition, the Skyliners ultimately 
emerged as the National Champions. 
Following this tremendous feat, they went 
on to represent our country as Team USA 1 
at the World Championship, which was held 
in Croatia. 
 The World Championship is the most 
prestigious international competition at 
Katie’s level, and it comes with an enormous 
amount of pressure. Representing a school, 
or even a state, is nerve-wracking enough, let 
alone the entire country. When asked what 
frightens her the most about Worlds, Katie 
stated, “I’m most nervous about living up 
to the expectations that people, including 
myself, have built around me.” Despite this, 
Katie is confident that all of her team’s hard 
work will shine in Croatia. Katie has been 
skating ever since she was first introduced 
to the sport during her best friend’s ice 
skating party when she was eight years old. 
Katie mentions, “As cheesy as it sounds, 
when I got on the ice for the first time, I 
knew I wanted to pursue something in this 
sport.” Now, Katie commutes to Connecticut 
and New York three times a week for team 
practices, and she schedules additional 
individual practice time as well . With her 
dedication, her parents’ support, and her 
coaches’ motivation, Katie is determined 
to take on the challenge at the World 
Championships. Katie states, “I couldn’t 
be more proud to be doing something 
I love with 19 girls who I consider my 
sisters.” The Skyliners’ two programs 
include “Defying Gravity” and “Bohemian 
Rhapsody,” both of which are continuously 
rehearsed and polished. The entire student 
body of JP wishes the best of luck to 
Katie and the rest of the Skyliners as they 
prepare to tackle the World Championship.

 WITH RETURNING veterans poised to take 
the lead and bolster team camaraderie, along 
with young and emerging players seeking 
to establish themselves, the Lady Hawks 
softball team is confident in approaching 
the upcoming season. Kelsey Shalonis (11) 
remarks, “Our team is very excited for the 
new talent that we have gained this year, and 
we cannot wait to showcase our skills for our 
competition.” The softball team will have to 
overcome a number of obstacles in terms 
of opposing teams, but with their work 
ethic and determination, they will be able 
to establish themselves as the powerhouse 
team in the Greater Middlesex Conference 
Red Division. This season, the Lady Hawks 
have plenty to look forward to, including a 
highly anticipated tournament in Florida. 
Coached by former JP Stevens softball 
player, Krystle Petty, the softball team has set 
high standards for their upcoming season. 
 The softball team is not the only team 
with high ambitions; the JP Stevens baseball 
team has also been vigorously preparing for 
the season, both mentally and physically, 
throughout the course of the school year. 
Prior to the beginning of the school year, 
the team dominated the GMC summer 
league tournament, beating South River in 
the finals to secure first place. Throughout 
the winter season, the team trained hard 
indoors, constantly following the motto, 
“Best Today, Better Tomorrow” to remind 
themselves that they can always improve 
and grow as players and teammates. This 
adage has essentially shaped the team’s 
mentality and represents each player’s 
desire to become the best athlete he can be. 
The team looks to carry its momentum into 
the school season, where they anticipate 
hard-earned successes. Matthew Seto (11) 
comments, “We’ve been working hard this 
winter during our training sessions; all of us 
have our eyes set on GMC championships. 
Whether it be the varsity, JV, or freshman 
level, I truly believe that we have the ability 
of winning it all.”  
 As the season begins, the Hawks faced 
several tough challenges right off the bat, 
such as those among the likes of St. Joseph, 
South Brunswick, Edison, and Old Bridge. 
Fortunately, under the leadership of captain 
Collin Pastor (12), the team’s prospects never 
looked brighter. Although the extended 
winter this year has been a detriment to 
both the girls’ and boys’ training schedules, 
the team’s attitude remains unaffected, 
having compensated for this setback with 
long and arduous work. Baseball coach 
David Marzano has affirmed his confidence 
in his team, stating “if anything, it has 
turned them into ‘caged animals’ waiting 
to get on the field to show teams what they 
can do.” No matter what kind of rain, snow, 
or wintry mix is thrown at them, both the 
Lady Hawks and the Hawks continue to 
train hard and proudly represent their 
school, with the faith that, in nicer weather, 
their time to shine will inevitably arrive.
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 Coach Miller retired from 
coaching tennis in 1996. 
Coach Pisano took over 
and uses the OOPS jar, 
which charges players who 
use foul language on the court, in order to 
stress sportsmanship and a proper attitude. 

There were JP Stevens 
fencing teams for both 

genders in 1971 as well as an 
official racquetball club in 1981.

1960
ATHLETES
1. Mike Collazo: boys soccer captain, 1st Team All-County 
2. Frank McElrath: football guard, 1st Team All-County and 
3rd Team All-State
3. Jim Cote: boys soccer captain, 1st Team All County
HIGHLIGHT
 The boys soccer team won the annual Middlesex 
Soccerama in 1966 and 1967. The most exciting moments 
came during sudden death overtime matches against top-
ranked East Brunswick and South Brunswick to determine 
the champion. The 1967 Hawks soccer team also finished 
with a 3-3-3 record, which was the best in the county, and 
eventually reached the state semifinals. 

 IN 1989, Vito Nigro, 
father of senior Antonio 
Nigro, a two-year captain 
of varsity soccer this year, 
joined 2nd Team All-State 
and 3rd Team All County.

Fun Facts of JP Sports

While he was staying at 
Hilton Inn with the boys golf 

team, Jon Chang accidentally 
broke a hotel window while 
practicing his golf putting.

 On the day of their game 
against St. Joseph, the 
boys soccer team put 
hundreds of pumpkins 
on the St. Joseph soccer 
field as a Halloween prank.

While running from JP Stevens 
to Roosevelt Park as part 

of the daily warm-up, 
captain of the cross country 
team Chris Kowalczyk 

found a baby doll on the path. He ran 
towards the J.F.K. Hospital yelling 
“This baby needs medical attention!”

 Seung Kim  won the 
Korean  Championships 
for yo-yoing in the 1980s.  

 Poker player Thomas 
Dwan Jr. earned $312,800 
in 2007, $4.51 million 
in 2008, and $2.2 

million in 2013. Thomas 
also eventually funded his own Full 
Tilt Poker Million Dollar Challenge.

By KAREN JIANG, ROHAN ROY, and 
ADARSSH NAGAJARAN, sophomores

1970
ATHLETES
1. Al Deluca: football halfback, 1st Team All-County, the 
only one to be bestowed this honor as a sophomore
2. Wendy Adams: girls gymnastics captain during their 
most successful year
3. Ted Gierlich: boys soccer midfielder with 11 goals, 1st 
Team All-County, All-State, and All-Group
HIGHLIGHT
 In the 1976-1977 season, the football team won its first 
State Sectional Championship. The JP football team at 
the time featured immense talent, including three all-
county team athletes—Mike Kubas, Vince Mistretta, and 
Huey Singley. 

1980
ATHLETES
1. Danielle Klurman: girls tennis 1st singles,  individually 
undefeated (25-0), won three years of singles State 
Championships.
2. Janet Smith: cross country,  JP’s first national champion 
at the Kinney Nationals, 1st Team All-American 
3. Rocky Pravato: boys basketball, first 1000 point scorer 
in JP history, top scorer in county
HIGHLIGHT
 The 1988 boys basketball team won JP’s first GMC 
title, featuring the county’s best backcourt and defensive 
player. After defeating East Brunswick 63-52, fans 
stormed the court of the Rutgers Athletic Center. 

1990
ATHLETES
1. Michelle Morale: (tennis) 1st-Team All-County;  (softball) 
batted above .300;  (basketball) top scorer with 1622 points
2. Tracy Terry: spring track county hurdles champion, set 
the school record, second in the high hurdles National 
Championships.
3. Jeremy Zuttah: football guard/tackle, drafted by Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers, plays for the Baltimore Ravens
HIGHLIGHT
 The boys tennis team finished the 1993 season with a 
17-1 record, 14 consecutive wins, and the GMC title. They 
were led by Coach Miller, who was named the 1993 County 
Tennis Coach of the Year.

2000
ATHLETES
1. Maggie Kowalska: girls volleyball, made 101 aces and 
103 blocks, setting a school record in both
2. Amy Bonk: girls basketball captain of the 2003-2005 
GMC champion team, current varsity basketball coach
3. Peter Kang: running back, surpassed 1,000 yards, was 
the second player in Hawks history to surpass that mark. 
HIGHLIGHT
The girls basketball team defeated Old Bridge in close, 
heated matches to win the GMC Championships for two 
consecutive years (2003-2004). They were also named 
the 2004 Group IV North II NJSIAA champions after 
their 77-57 triumph over Columbia.

2010 AND BEYOND
 Although the 2010s have not yet come to an end, 
there have already been several notable athletes and 
accomplishments. Lorraine Mackiewicz broke the 
school record for most kills in 2013, earning 2nd team 
All State and All County honors. The next year, Mark 
Cooke, co-captain of the varsity track team, placed first 
in the state and fifth in the nation in the 400m hurdles 
event, finishing undefeated in 2014. In the same year, 
the boys’ winter track team won the NJSIAA Group 
IV Sectional Championship, JP’s first Sectional Indoor 
Championship. These achievements are indicative of 
JP’s immense athletic talent and continue to raise the 
bar for years to come.

Since its inception in 1964, the JP athletics program has excelled in traditional sports, like soccer and football, and 
non-traditional sports, like fencing and yo-yoing. To commemorate the 50th anniversary of JP Stevens High 

School, the most memorable sports highlights have been compiled to honor our school’s past athletes and 
momentous events from the past 50 years.

By KAREN JIANG,  ADARSSH NAGAJARAN, 
and ROHAN ROY, sophomores
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