
By JILL PATEL, senior

A Sine of  
Dedication 

 IN HIS 27 YEARS of  teaching, Mr. Hrevnak 
has always sought various ways to interact 
with students, whether it be through the 
American Math Competition or basketball 
and softball. From the moment students 
enter his class, he designates his students 
and their education as his main priorities, 
reminding them of  their true potentials. He 
tells his students, “You’re going to learn a 
lot of  math, but it’s also the other things 
you’re going to walk out of  here knowing—
responsibility, a love for math itself, and an 
understanding of  where it comes from.” 
To Mr. Hrevnak, teaching is not only about 
academics, but also about the ability to 
influence students and help them grow as 
individuals. He states, “If  at the end of  the 
year my students are saying that they are better 
people for having had me, then I did my job.”
 His strong appreciation for mathematics 
and education is driven by his belief  that 
expanding the mind is a lifelong process. 
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We asked 
teachers...

“What is the most interesting 
thing you have accomplished 

in your life?”

“While fantasy football is a 
great way of  strengthening 
your relationship with 
your friends, competing 
with your friends also 
leaves one goal in mind: 

victory.”
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By ANDREA QUISPE, junior

A Fashion-Forward Evening

By PALNA MEHTA, senior

 MAGIC SWEPT through the auditorium 
on February 19, as twelve contenders, each 
representing a Disney prince, competed for 
the crown and the title of  Mr. JPS. After 
a performance of  the national anthem 
by members of  the chamber choir, a 
video introduced the quest of  the Fairy 
Godmother hostesses, seniors Helen Kwak 
and Priya Mukherjee: to find a replacement 
for the deceased Mufasa and crown the new 
“King” of  JP Stevens. The “princes” then 
ran through the aisles and onto the stage to 
get into formation for the opening dance 

Closing the Gap

EMILY LO

 “EDUCATION IS the most powerful weapon 
which you can use to change the world.”
 Quoting Nelson Mandela, Ms. 
Pawlikowski, one of  the night’s many 
accomplished speakers, kicked off  the first 
JP-hosted TEDx conference to wage war 
against a dangerous foe: gender inequality. 
 Since 1984, TED (Technology, 

 THE JP STEVENS cafeteria became an 
elegant runway locale, transformed to allow 
students of  all grades to catch a glimpse 
of  this year’s prom fashion at the FCCLA’s 
sixth annual Prom Fashion Show held on 
February 17. Throughout the show, twenty 
senior couples walked down the runway 
to show off  prom styles provided by local 
sponsors. The girls modeled dresses from 
Macy’s while the men sported tuxedos 

Entertainment, and Design) has promoted 
the dissemination of  worthwhile ideas by 
discussing everything from astrophysics to 
philosophy. On March 3, senior Ephany 
Wang and junior Aabha Joshi invited the 
nonprofit organization to come to JP 
Stevens and initiate a discussion on the 
empowerment of  women through education.
 The event, held in the JP choir room, 
began with a video of  a previous TED 

talk hosted by Laura Boushnak, an Arab 
photographer and reformist. Ms. Boushnak 
worked directly with women, who— 
against the will of  the radically conservative 
presiding government—had enrolled in 
reading classes. “For these women, reading 
is a daring act,” she declared as photos of  
girls studying in dilapidated, graffiti-streaked  

DHWANI SARAIYA

See TED TALK, page 15

By CHIRAG GURUKIRAN, senior

See PROM FASHION, page 13
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to a medley of  Disney classics including 
“You’ve Got a Friend in Me” and “The 
Circle of  Life,” as well as other popular 
songs such as Justin Bieber’s “Sorry” and 
Silentó’s “Watch Me (Whip/Nae Nae).” On 
preparing for the dance, Student Council 
First Vice President and senior Nishi Patel 
commented, “The four minute group dance 
that the boys performed had about eight 
hours of  work behind it. Though it wasn’t 
easy teaching the boys the dance, it was 
certainly a lot of  fun, and I couldn’t be more 
proud of  each and every one of  them.”
 After each contestant introduced himself  
with a unique chant, he walked across the 

stage in clothing that creatively represented 
his month. For example, Senior Vijay 
Anand, or Mr. April, sported a rain poncho 
and an umbrella, while senior Soham Patel, 
or Mr. August, dressed as a tourist on 
vacation. The show then progressed onto 
the sleepwear round as the audience watched 
each prince enter with stuffed animals and 
in pajamas. Senior Vishal Walia, or Mr. 
November, entertained the audience by 
strutting across the stage in a tiger onesie. 
After contenders drew cheers from the 
attendees during the swimwear round, 

The girls pose in their prom gowns for the FCCLA Prom Fashion Show.

Senior Anish Soni stands proudly on stage after winning Mr. JPS and accepting the crown.

Crowning the King of  JP Stevens



 BACK WHEN WE WERE in elementary 
school, we listened incredulously as high 
school students described their four years to 
us as captivating and unforgettable. When we 
finally entered the halls of  JP, we gradually 
learned how to handle real-world situations 
while maturing in the process. Having such 
vigorous academic courses further pushed 
us to excel in our studies and 
expand beyond our own 
potentials. However, 
the gravity 
of  academic 
placement not only 
goes beyond simply 
measuring our 
competence;, but 
also instills and 
cements several 
social stigmas as well. 
As a result, academic 
placement governs 
our social interactions  
with underlying fixed 
perceptions about 
students of  each level. 
 Today, the value 
of  test scores and 
grades overshadows 
students’ incentives 
to learn. We 
often forget that 
school is meant 
to push us to think 
critically and differently about society 
and ourselves. Although we often form 
social circles unknowingly, we generally 
segregate ourselves by levels. Why? Because 
we perceive our academic placement for 
subjects as a “class-system” that directly 
determines a person’s intelligence and 
capabilities. As freshman Rohita Gedela 
states, “Honors [students] are automatically 
better looked upon” for being apparently 

infallible, diligent, and generally superior. 
 It is also so common for AP and honors 
students, whose free time is bounded, to feel 
resentment toward people in other levels for 
their abundance of  “free time.” Many of  my 
friends in level one and level two ask me to 
spend time with them, even on weekdays. 
In many instances, I have had to say no to 
them because my schoolwork is, simply put, 
time-consuming. I often have to restrain 
myself  from ignorantly assuming that I 
have it harder than my friends, simply my 

homework is more difficult, and remind 
myself  that academics are just one 

of  many stressful issues that 
all high school students 

face. It is so 
easy for us to 

c o m p a r e 
numerical 

data without realizing that there is more to 
a person than a score. Our forgetfulness 
impairs our judgement because we often 
make sweeping generalizations about level 
one and two students; the grades a person 
earns in math, English, history, and science 
are not all there is to a person, and those 
grades cannot be strong indicators of  a 
person’s intelligence or ability to succeed. 
Those who struggle in academics can still 
have a diligent work ethic and drive, which 
are ultimately more essential for success in 

Classifying of  Classes
the real world than relative genius without 
toil.
 This deadlock preventing us from 
understanding each other is due to our 
competitiveness as we live up to JP’s 
fame for vigorous academic courses. We 
pit ourselves against others in hopes of  
receiving the better grade, but what exactly 
are we trying to prove? And to whom? We 
too often deem people who drop down 
from a subject as incapable of  handling the 
level of  difficulty, disregarding the genuine 
importance of  respect and empathy. By 

doing so, we amplify the pressure 
we put on everyone to be 

socially accepted by our 
peers. The unnecessary, 
but incessant need for 

others’ approval 
provokes self-
doubt in our 
capabilities, even 
more so when 
we compare 
ourselves to other 

people and their 
academic standing. 

 We tend to only 
focus on one type of  

intelligence, which 
prevents us from 

a c c p e t i n g 
other people’s 

strengths and 
weaknesses. Some 

study for hours for an exam for the sake of  
a good grade or recognition,  rather than to 
feed their genuine curiosity and desire for 
knowledge. We need to see that grades and 
levels do not determine a person’s individual 
worth. Once we are exposed to the real 
world, we will fully realize that academic 
ability shouldn’t determine whom we talk to 
and what we are capable of; if  we truly feel 
passionate about something, nothing, even 
school, should be able to sully our spirit. 

fashioned phone calls, we have now turned 
to communicating virtually by text. Couples 
spend hours on their mobile devices while 
holding hands maybe twice a day in the 
hallways. At this stage, relationships begin to 
falter quickly. The term “dating” no longer 
denotes two individuals with utter devotion 
to each other, but rather, a brief  fling urged 
by raging hormones. In a matter of  weeks, a 
petty quarrel will break them apart, and the 
vicious cycle will begin all over again. 
 Lovestruck high school students also face 
emotional trauma during the three stages of  
every relationship. Stage one encompasses 
the lavish displays of  affection. But beware, 
for the glamour of  their romance is just an 
illusion. Stage two involves great turmoil 
as the relationship falls apart under the 
scrutiny of  peers, whether it be through 
school drama or gossip. Break up, or stage 
three, is soon to follow. Within a few days, 
a text message arrives, ultimately ending 
the romance. It takes a period of  time for 
people to numb the pain of  heartbreak 
as they wallow in their loneliness. People 
may withdraw from everyday activities and 
struggle to get themselves back together. 
Two people that devoted much of  their 
time to each other have now branded 
each other as a stranger. It is unfortunate 
that for a few weeks of  happiness, there 
must be months of  conflicting emotions, 
most notably sorrow and infuriation, that 
come afterward. Lastly, those who date as 
teenagers can lose their rosy perception of  
the world. As a high schooler myself  with 
twin brothers in middle school, I can see a 
distinct difference between middle school 
dating and high school dating. At our school,  
it is easy to identify the newly born couples 

By ACHYUT SETH, freshman

The Not-So-Happily-Ever-After
By DIANA D’SOUZA, freshman

 BY MY FIFTH BIRTHDAY, I, as well as many 
other girls, had already been introduced 
to the allure of  Disney princess stories. 
However, what often gets lost between 
the “once upon a time” and the “happily 
ever after” is the pain and angst of  such 
young and ill-fated relationships. Even 
though fairy tales often finish with a happy 
wedding between Cinderella and her Prince 
Charming, the princess ultimately ends up 
sacrificing her identity to be with the prince 
she ever so desires. At the age of  fifteen, 
Ariel, the red-headed mermaid, trades her 
tail for legs and abandons her life to fight the 
sea witch Ursula for a “true love” she merely 
glimpsed. Although modern teenagers are 
unlikely to face the same challenges as Ariel, 
teenage dating in the twenty-first century is 
often accompanied by severe consequences. 
All too often, high schoolers mistakenly 
find themselves infatuated by the notion of  
“love” and fail to realize that their fleeting 
romance might be scarred with emotional 
trauma, as well as the loss of  their innocence. 
 When high schoolers enter relationships, 
they often overlook the fact that their love 
will most likely be short-lived. Research 
shows that relationships around the age of  
sixteen usually last an average of  two years. 
Out of  the couples that hang on longer, only 
two percent of  high school sweethearts will 
prolong their relationship until marriage. 
What is causing the other ninety-eight 
percent to call it quits within such a short 
span of  time? Sudden breakups that end high 
school romances early are directly caused 
by our society’s reliance on technology. 
Instead of  communicating through old-

by their shameless make-out sessions in our 
own halls. It is safe to say that high school 
dating is on a much different level relative 
to middle school dating. No longer do boys 
run away from girls claiming that they have 
cooties; rather, they face extreme pressures 
to find dates for prom or homecoming. 
Girls begin to suffer from low self-esteem 
as they wonder if  they are pretty enough, 
skinny enough, or popular enough to catch 
the attention of  a boy. Boys fear rejection 
and being looked down upon by their peers 
if  they are unsuccessful in their attempt to 
ask a girl out. These expectations pressure 
students into feeling a constant need to live 
up to those standards.  However, even being 
in a high school relationship can potentially 
be dangerous for both people; relationships 
force people to make choices that could 
derail their future. Should they submit to 
the peer pressure? Should they study for 
the exam or go out on a date? When they 
make the wrong choices, they clearly see 
the consequences of  their decision. As high 
schoolers become adults ready to head into 
the workforce, they can no longer brush off  
the repercussions of  dating. 
 In fairytales, the princess always gets the 
prince and lives happily ever after. But as 
far as high school goes, teen dating more 
often than not ends in not-so-happily-ever-
after endings. There is no prince to carry 
daydreaming girls away to their palaces, no 
path of  eternal happiness after the villain 
dies, and no lovers riding off  into the sunset. 
Instead, many of  today’s short-lived high 
school relationships mar teenagers with 
negative emotions and  force them to alter 
their perceptions of  the world. But then 
again, relationships are no fairytale. 
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An alumna from JP Stevens, Lea Chen, has 
made her own brand of  chic, comfortable 
clothing called Lovelea that features pugs, 
burritos, and more. What is interesting is 
that these innovative designs are featured on 
traditional t-shirts and sweatshirts; the fun 
message remains with the comfort intact. 
 I now find myself  reminded of  Taylor 
Swift’s “You Belong With Me” in which 
she sings, “She wears short skirts, I wear 
t-shirts… She wears high heels, I wear 
sneakers.” While we sweatpants-lovers may 
not epitomize excellence in dress everyday, 
and you might not really notice us until 
the last 15 seconds of  the song, we still 
succeed in the long run. So just wait for 
prom when those casual dressers trade 
away their sweatpants for something more 
glamorous, stunning everyone and making 
for a memorable event. What’s unique about 
dressing down is knowing that you can look 
that much better but simply choosing not 
to. Someday, when the sun is shining or 
the stars are aligned, I will choose to dress 
up; but until then I will wear what I want, 
whether that be chic, classy, or just plain me.

always take more courses. This way, schools 
can ensure a higher rate of  proficiency in 
the essential maths, which will carry on into 
students’ careers and workplaces. 
Under our current approach, there’s no 
benefit to “appreciating” most advanced 
math; rewards come only to those who master 
it, a rare feat in a society that encourages the 
honing of  skills that aren’t math-related. 
For example, an English or history teacher 
may assign an essay in which students must 
develop and defend an argument, but this 
task is largely process-oriented. There is 
no sharp line between right and wrong as 
there exists in mathematics, and even if  your 
essay isn’t very strong, you can learn a lot 
from the process and improve over time. 
If  you end up never writing an essay again 
after you graduate, at least you’ll be able to 
use whatever level of  knowledge and skill 
you developed to be a more informed and 
responsible citizen. Advanced math offers 
no such benefits for those who try but fail.
Truthfully, we require so much advanced 
math because some kids cannnot do it. 
Colleges and universities place heavy 
emphasis on a student’s math skills—even 
when such abilities are wholly irrelevant to 
his or her degree program—because few 
other tools can eliminate so many students 
from consideration. Most Americans do not 
balance their checkbooks, cannnot make 
a spreadsheet, and have no idea how loan 

his form in sweats and a t-shirt at the studio. 
Elizabeth Gilbert, author of  Eat, Pray, 
Love, labored away on her bestseller from 
her home, donning an assortment of  cozy 
sweatshirts and casual tees. Casual wear has 
always been there for us to settle into as we 
focus our minds on breaking boundaries and 
facing obstacles. Don’t believe me? Just ask 

Silicon Valley tycoons like Mark Zuckerberg, 
who shows up at his offices in hoodies and 
jeans to work with his social networking giant 
Facebook. While my beliefs may be based 
off  my desire to feel comfortable in school, 
young people currently changing the world 
with their corporations are adopting casual 
wear. So the next time you feel guilty for 
choosing comfort over chic, remember that 
if  casual wear can be a vessel of  creativity 
for our innovative contemporaries, it can be 
for you, too.
 With this idea in mind, it is important to 
also discuss the unsaid perks of  dressing 
down. Your sweatshirts are great for storing 
food secretly in class. Your clothes will not 
be ruined permanently when you run to 

school sloshing through mud. Your bad hair 
day will always fit in thematically with your 
clothing. And any compliments you receive 
for your outfit will be surprising and even 
more flattering. Changing for gym will not 
be a 

problem. Also, like 
muscle memory, our 
clothing has a memory of  its own 
too; wearing the same thing you wore 
when you were at home studying will help 
you remember the history facts and math 
formulas you need for the next day.
 For those concerned about their public 
image, fashion and comfort never has to be 
an either/or option. Artistic design can make 
any bland piece of  comfort wear a singular 
expression of  one’s identity and individual 
fashion style. Certain websites allow artists 
to upload their designs to print on tote 
bags, iPhone cases, and t-shirts for free. 
Sweatshirts are always getting a makeover. 

Dressing Down for Success

 EVERY YEAR, the same students who had 
brought home A’s in Chemistry and aced AP 
Calculus in high school run into an invisible, 
but very painful wall at college. Their GPAs 
dip, they fall behind in class, and they suffer 
from a lack of  foundations. Why? One theory 
is that American students aren’t getting a 
good foundation in math—a necessary skill 
in many scientific and technical curricula. 
After all, about a third of  American high 
school seniors do not score proficiently on 
mathematics assessments. Their mistakes 
stem from a misunderstanding of  basic 
mathematical principles. Thus, we should 
teach less advanced math, prioritize 
fundamental math principles, and eliminate 
the absurd math requirements that block 
access to higher education for millions of  
students. 
Math requires more than just repetitive 
learning—it requires creativity, grit, and 
strenuous mental exercises. Students have 
been taught that math is a set of  destinations, 
and that to get to those places we must follow 
a set of  rules and formulas. The traditional 
math curriculum is designed to teach 
discrete algorithms, such as long division 
and the Pythagorean theorem. Students 
“learn” the material by completing a large 
quantity of  problems similar to an example 
that is taught in class. This method provides 

By ANJALI MADGULA, junior

no opportunity for students to be exposed 
to relevant variations of  the concepts or 
problems, thus leading students to view 
math as a series of  rules to be memorized. 
Students are routinely told that math is 
a gateway subject—you have to take an 
advanced math course to get into a good 
college. Yes, young people should learn to 
read and write regardless of  their career 
goals, but there is no reason for them to 
be forced to master oblique asymptotes 
and discontinuous functions. The fact is 
advanced algebra and calculus simply are not 
useful to the vast majority of  us. We all can 
agree that a good education should teach you 
to work hard and have a broad appreciation 
for many subjects, from Shakespeare to 
political science to quadratic equations. How 
far do we push this education when it comes 
to learning material that has no practical 
application for the vast majority of  us?
According to the Georgetown Center on 
Education and the Workforce, only five 
percent of  entry-level workers need to be 
proficient in algebra or higher levels of  
math. For the rest of  us, advanced math is 
like Shakespeare: good to have studied, but 
hardly a critical skill for career or citizenship. 
You should recognize Hamlet references, 
but not every quote from Henry VI, Part 2. 
Algebra I is perfectly adequate for a well-
educated society, and those who need more 
math for their college major or career can 

  THOUGH IT MAY be hard to picture now, 
students were once expected to dress in 
formal skirts, blazers, and hats for school 
just as they were expected to obey school 
rules, do their homework, and respect 
their teachers. But as creativity became 
increasingly emphasized in 
both popular culture and 
school curricula, we began 
to ask ourselves: why dress 
up to learn? Embracing 
pocketed hoodies instead of  
monochromatic blazers, we 
have let comfort wear become 
the staple of  most American 
schools. Now, throughout 
the halls of  JP Stevens, every 
color, material, and style of  
clothing is both visible and 
applauded as a unique form 
of  self-expression. Why 
should wearing a sweatshirt 
or sweatpants be treated any 
differently?
 Being comfortable in 
class is essential to surviving 
a typical high school day. 
Treating yourself  to a couple 
days of  laid-back attire is 
a healthy way to provide 
relaxation in our 
busy, bustling work 
schedule. Junior Akshay Yeluri commented 
that wearing casualwear “allows you to 
concentrate on what’s important at school 
and to perform your best even if  you don’t 
look your best.” Even if  you can’t take an 
extended break from Odyssey of  the Mind 
preparations and overwhelming math tests, 
you will always have a couple minutes to 
snuggle back in your hoodie and relax in the 
short lulls amid the chaos of  high school. 
Dressing down is an easy way to provide 
yourself  with some much-needed relief  in 
the rigorous and demanding environment 
that most teenagers face. 
 Furthermore, casual wear is the uniform 
of  creativity and productivity. It is the anthem 
of  hard work, dedication, and the idea that 
“practice makes perfect.” The world-class 
dancer Ricky Ubeda spent hours refining 

By SANJANA BANUSHALI, freshman

Calculating our Careers
amortization works; yet, only one semester, 
or a basic online course of  financial literacy 
is required at our school. This requirement 
only shows that we’re emphasizing the 
wrong concepts. Our current national 
curriculum typically requires 9th graders to 
take Algebra I, followed by several more 
intense math courses. If  instead we set these 
concepts as the target for 12th graders and 
bumped the rest to college, we could teach 
far more that is actually useful in everyday 
life while simultaneously helping far more 
students master Algebra I. We’ll end up with 
fewer dropouts, a better educated citizenry, 
and a greater mastery of  the real math we 
need in our daily lives.
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make concessions and compromise, thanks 
in part to the radical legislation that the 
president promised and is now forced to 
push forth.
  A costly concession affecting not only 
Republicans, the Affordable Care Act has 
put the Obama administration in debt to 
the Republican Congress. As a cornerstone 
of  the president’s platform, this universal 
health care plan was only made possible in 
exchange for the passage of  conservative 
legislation. I won’t even mention the disaster 
that was healthcare.gov which Americans are 
now covering with their higher premiums 
and deductibles, but at least we all had a 
good laugh. It would be funnier, if  it wasn’t 
for its poor approval rating and its adverse 
effects on businesses, which have to demote 
full-time workers to part-time positions in 
order to exploit the act’s many loopholes. 
Poor Americans, in addition to participating 
in the failing Obamacare co-ops, now make 
less money to help cover their rising taxes. 
 These poor Americans were also on the 
president’s to-do list. Obama touted that 
this generation ewas the “generation that 
ends poverty.” It was another point on 
which he failed to deliver. Today there are 
5.5 million more impoverished Americans 
than there were in 2008, roughly 15% of  the 
population. Though many would agree food 
stamps are a necessary measure, it is a better 
indicator of  the country’s economic success 
if  the number of  participants diminishes. 

 OBAMA IS THE DEVIL. Obama has 
destroyed our country. Obama hates the 
Constitution. This is the rhetoric that the 
political right has espoused over the last 
few years to antagonize President Barack 
Obama. In fact, we can see that hate for 
Obama has increasingly intensified with the 
caustic remarks and vitriol of  Republican 
presidential candidates such as Donald 
Trump, Marco Rubio, and Ted Cruz. The 
truth, however, is quite the contrary. In fact, 
Obama has been a force for positive change 
in America for the last eight years. Not least 
among his accomplishments is his status 
as the first African-American president in 
history. That alone will ensure that Obama 
stands out among all other presidents in the 
history books. His election in 2008 was tied 
to one of  the greatest African-American 
voter turnouts ever. All around the world, 
people saw great promise in President 
Obama, and he has not disappointed the 
electorate. 
 Perhaps the shining example of  President 
Obama’s success is the passage of  the 

Affordable Care Act, affectionately known 
as “Obamacare.” Even in its infancy, 
the Affordable Care Act faced a nearly 
insurmountable opposition from the right. 
Yet, President Obama fought through the 
deadlock with compromise and skillful 
negotiation, passing the law in both houses 
of  Congress. This passage proved early on 
that Obama could successfully achieve his 
goals even with heavy opposition. Today, 
the Affordable Care Act continues to ensure 
the affordability, availability, and quality of  
health insurance for millions of  Americans. 
In fact, Americans who were denied coverage 
and/or treatment in the past because of  pre-
existing conditions are now able to receive 
insurance coverage under the Affordable 
Care Act. 
 Near the top of  Obama’s list of  
achievements are his controversial 2009 
stimulus package and the passage of  the 
Dodd-Frank Reform Act, a financial act 
that provides protection for the consumer 
among other initiatives. Pundits may 
castigate Obama for his bailouts of  various 
failing industries, but it is beyond refutation 
that had Obama not done so, the Great 

A President of  His Word
Recession would have eventually rivaled 
the Great Depression. It is estimated that 
Obama’s 2009 bailouts of  the auto industry 
alone saved over 1.5 million jobs and, in 
fact, lowered unemployment rates within a 
year. The Dodd-Frank Reform Act solved 
many regulatory problems with the banking 
industry involving risky mortgage-backed 
securities that were the root cause of  the 
2008 housing market crash and the ensuing 
Great Recession. It is clear that Obama was 
an effective leader even during the worst 
financial crisis of  the last decade. 
 Clearly, Obama’s achievements in 
education are not to be discounted. Both the 
No Child Left Behind Act and the Common 
Core Standards are highly controversial 
and unpopular. Many students detest the 
performance standards and the standardized 
testing forced on us, but fortunately, Obama 
passed the Every Student Succeeds Act 
in 2015 that replaced the No Child Left 
Behind Act and reformed required periodic 
standardized tests. Likewise, Obama has also 
promised to create a program for national 
free community college education that will 
allow millions of  high school students better 

By ALEXANDER BOGDANOWICZ, 
political columnist

 POLITICIANS ARE NOTORIOUS for their 
catchy slogans, big promises, and powerful 
rhetoric. If  we were to survey Barack 
Obama’s career as president from solely 
these criteria, he would have exceeded 
expectations. The truth of  the matter, 
however, is that after the campaign trail, 
victory in hand, you must deliver on your big 
words. Like many other presidents before 
him, and many who will come after, Obama 
aimed high, but his shot was too low. He 
made promises to his constituents and raised 
their hopes up for an immediate change with 
his seat in office; however, despite possibly 
his greatest efforts, many of  these essential 
goals of  his platform were never realized. 
 Possibly the greatest source of  the 
president’s anguish were the lack of  
bipartisanship and a polarized nation. In the 
past two years, Congress has only enacted 
132 laws. the lowest number in history. 
However, one of  the former senator’s 
greatest platforms was, in the words of  
Lincoln, “to make a more perfect union,” and 
the president could not be further from his 
promise today. With a 70% approval rating 
gap between Republicans and Democrats, 
Obama has divided the nation far more than 
he has unified it. He is a key figure in the 
stagnant legislative process, an uphill battle 
for both parties. Neither is terribly eager to 

However, during these past two terms, 
greater numbers of  people are now on food 
stamps, the government is spending more 
money on unsustainable projects, and the 
president’s economic policies seem backward 
and temporary. Put it another way: we are 
giving a fish to a man who has experience 
fishing but has no pond from which to fish. 
What is the man going to do when you can 
no longer afford to give him fish?
 This question is assuming that there 
is some limit to the government’s funds. 
Judging by the Obama administration, it 
doesn’t seem like one exists. In his 2007 
speech announcing his candidacy for 
president, Obama said that “for the last six 
years we’ve been told that our mounting 
debts don’t matter.” It seems as though for 
the last seven years the president has been 
telling us that our debt does not matter. This 
insurmountable 19 trillion dollar debt has 
grown by 90% in the president’s seven years 
in office, and it shows no sign of  slowing. 
 The one thing that we all concede to the 
president is that he is in fact a mesmerizing 
speaker. When he speaks on social reforms, 
societal tensions, or the radical behavior 
of  politicians in this current bid for the 
presidency, Obama, presenting himself  
as a great philosophical thinker, sounding 
rationally persuasive, and playing with the 
heartstrings of  even some of  the coldest 
Republicans. Yet powerful rhetoric alone is 
not enough to alleviate social tensions. The 

president, at the dawn of  his second term, 
announced a radical plan for immigration 
reform. Backed by eloquent speech and 
the vague power of  an executive order, it 
would seem that the issue, now in the arms 
of  the almighty president, would finally 
be resolved. However, upon issuing this 
executive order and convincing the American 
people of  its greater good and genuine 
moral value, President Obama also killed 
off  all possibilities of  passing a permanent 
immigration solution. An immigration bill 
that would doubtlessly have presented a 
more stable plan that doesn’t rely on which 
political party controls the White House. 
 Without enough time to see Barack 
Obama’s policies develop, however, it is 
difficult to determine the lasting impact 
that his two terms will have on our futures, 
rendering judgments on the president’s 
success rather futile. Even so, it would be 
interesting to see presidents ranked by their 
respective campaign promises. President 
Truman promised a National Health Care 
System, President Teddy Roosevelt promised 
to never run for a third term, and President 
Carter promised to end dependence on 
foreign oil. Presidents often set ambitious 
goals for the future and have historically 
tended to make campaign promises that 
fall through once the realities of  the office 
are presented to them. But hindsight is 
always 20/20, and with that being said, Mr. 
President, we’re watching. 

By CHRISTOPHER XIE,  political columnist
access to higher education. 
 Obama’s excellent foreign policies will 
have a lingering effect for years in the world. 
He has made mistakes, such as his inaction 
on immigration reform and his failure 
to close Guantanamo Bay, but they have 
been few and far between. In particular, 
Obama’s successful negotiation of  the 
Iranian Nuclear Deal is a historic moment 
that will rival Carter’s Camp David Accords. 
With its passage, the deal will prevent a war 
and loosen tensions between Iran and the 
Western world. Also, Obama’s resumption 
of  relations with Cuba is instrumental in 
healing relations with our neighbors and 
Latin America as well as reopening new 
markets for trade, investment, and business 
partnerships. His foreign policy of  peace 
and toleration has allowed America to 
somewhat erase the memory of  the selfish 
and aggressive tactics it has used in the past.
 It is evident that Obama is one of  the 
most influential presidents of  his time. In 
fact, we have experienced firsthand in the 
last eight years a presidency that will be 
studied and admired in history for decades 
to come.

Barack Obama’s Era of  Stagnation  
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Too Young, Too Old 

other firms down this same path, which 
would essentially be a betrayal of  both its 
consumers and its core values. 
 Current trends show that we compromise 
our privacy not only for security, but also for 
convenience. Many times, on a web browser 
or site, we leave our data defenseless to 
cookies for presumed ease of  access. Yet, 
this action allows for cooperation between 
these companies and other firms, many of  
them advertising products. NPR reported 
that filling out a simple questionnaire for 
an OKCupid profile allows more than 50 
companies to mine that applicant’s data. We 
have all been subject to it. How many times 
has a simple Google search for something 
given you relentless advertising on 
something you did not want? Even YouTube 
ads are now strategically placed to reflect 
our search history and age group. Our laws 
should protect our privacy from government 
snooping and companies who want to line 
their pockets. In spite of  our awareness of  
suspicious activity, we are still giving up our 
privacy for questionable reasons.
 Here at JP, with our security cameras 
and school-monitored emails, students find 
ourselves asking the same questions about 
privacy rights. Despite the necessity of  
ensuring safety, the fact that we are being 
monitored already causes some concern, 

even in a restricted setting like the school 
environment. Imagine having not only what 
you do at school being monitored, but also 
what you do at your home, at your friend’s 
house, or anywhere you go. Many of  us 
use iMessage to send personal messages, 
images, and other forms of  media. Yet if  the 
government were to get a backdoor, suddenly 
you would have another person, albeit silent 
and surreptitious, in on the conversation.  
We should be able to determine who we 
share our data with, not automatically give 
it to multiple entities with different, and 
sometimes opposing, interests.  
 Why is our safety contingent on whether  
someone has access to our personal emails? 
Our nation’s survival in this digital age 
depends on modern technology, including 
cell phones. Yet the sanctity of  our personal 
information and privacy also depends 
on the protections we are given. If  these 
protections are skirted at the whim of  the 
government, which does not need all of  
this information in the first place, we will be 
futilely sacrificing our rights for things that 
may not even be feasible. We should not do 
the unnecessary and just willingly relinquish 
our privacy, especially without knowing  the 
consequences. After all, is it really worth 
giving up something this essential to us for 
its perceived benefits?

iNtrusion of  Our Privacy 

to walk around more. In fact, the factory 
comparison is less metaphor than template 
here: bells, whistles, and items identified 
by date of  production—how much more 
similar could schools and factories get? 
With traditions as ingrained as these, it is 
impossible to extricate the importance of  
age from the early life of  an average person. 
 Of  course, there could have been 
different models for the school 
system which emphasized 
other factors. It is absurd 
to expect every single 
person 

within a one 
year age bracket to share similar tastes, 
learning styles, dispositions, and levels of  
achievement. There are privileges unlocked 
by being a certain age, just as there are always 
people who are mature enough to enjoy 
those privileges well before that threshold. 
How many people had their growth stifled 

for a reason as arbitrary as how many times 
they’ve journeyed around the sun? 
 If  you expect to proceed on to college, you 
can also expect the same age discrimination 
to continue unabated. Beyond that, though, in 

workplaces 

and organizations, the cogs of  society’s 
great machine,  this one lonely number is no 
longer the arbiter of  your fate. In the pool 
of  workers, your performance matters far 
more than a single stratifying factoid about 
your life, on any day of  the week. The size 
of  your social circles and networks start with 

your own initiative, and, best of  all, you will 
no longer be viewed as a weird peron for 
eating lunch with someone five years older 
than you. 
 But even in the open arena of  society, 
age matters in other, far more consequential 
ways. Employers, politicians, sociologists, 
and researchers—all of  these and more are 
classifying you based on when you were 

born, and accordingly, their policies 
and assessments of  you follow suit. 
People are living longer and longer, 
bringing the current retirement 
age into question. If  you live long 
enough, and the chances that you will 
are rising, you will come to depend 
on Social Security, which is notably 
warned to fall short of  payouts 
within a few decades. You might 

want to forget about how old you are—
the older you actually are, the more this idea 
holds true—but society never will.
 When age exacerbates such inequalities, 
it seems like more of  a headache than a 
useful tool. Why do we even bother with 
this measuring stick, you might ask? Quite 
bluntly, age is the best litmus test there is 
for experience. With fair certainty, you can 
assert that an older person is more prudent, 
skilled, and well-connected than a younger 

person. Therefore, the senior crowd is 
entrusted with beer, cars, and the solemn 

responsibility of  deciding whether or not 
Donald Trump will be the 45th president of  
the United States.
 It can definitely be annoying to categorize 
people by age, especially in education, but 
unless there is a better system, it will have to 
do. Meanwhile, clobber all the other classes 
in BOTC and continue to cantankerously 
shoo young’uns away from your lawn.

 COULD YOU SURVIVE without your 
cell phone? For most of  us, the answer 
is a resounding “no.” We depend on 
smartphones and our own little worlds. In 
these bubbles, however, we do not think 
of  the people who are potentially watching 
our every move. It is widely known that 
the American government conducts web 
and phone surveillance on its citizens, and 
many companies collect usage statistics 
from their users. The issue of  balancing 
national security with personal privacy has 
intensified with Apple’s recent tussle with 
the FBI, which demanded backdoor access 
to the iPhone of  the gunman involved in 
last December’s San Bernardino shooting. 
This struggle is not the first one, and it will 
certainly not be the last. Cell phone owners 
have already sacrificed much of  their privacy 
in the name of  national security; at this 
point, it is unreasonable to concede any 
more privacy rights. We are entitled to the 
sanctity of  our privacy, and the government 
must be kept from accessing our personal 
information.
 Though the FBI insists that Apple should 
comply with its demands to fight terrorism, 
Apple’s cooperation could set a dangerous 
precedent for civil liberties. The FBI claims 

By HELENA WU, columnist

that Apple must unlock the San Bernardino 
gunman’s phone for it to further understand 
terrorist patterns. Yet Apple has stated that 
by unlocking one iPhone, the government 
could have the capability to unlock all 
iPhones; in short, it’s a slippery slope toward 
the unwarranted violation of  our privacy 
rights. After the PATRIOT Act, we have 
continually sacrificed our privacy in return 
for protection from terrorist threats. This 
latest demand, therefore, is not a surprise. 
However, this case could prove a watershed, 
forcing an independent company to submit 
to the trespassing work of  the government. 
An Apple concession would only serve to 
entrench the current norm of  excessive 
surveillance and a general lack of  privacy.
 It is imperative that we are secure; on the 
other hand, it is just as important that we 
keep in mind that privacy is our right, not 
our privilege. As a right, privacy should be 
protected from government intervention. 
The idea of  giving up some privacy for 
greater security is justified to many; however, 
this idea is still an ethical issue.  By sharing 
this backdoor, Apple would be giving 
the government access to more than just 
encrypted terrorist data. As an independent 
company, Apple has the moral and legal 
obligation to protect its consumers’ privacy; 
by giving up this privacy, Apple would lead 

 LIFE IS A FACTORY assembly line, whirring 
and churning along efficiently, where all 
the parts created at one time are boxed in 
together. For most of  us, this process is 
foisted on us in pre-school. From that point 
forward, students are segregated by age, 
shunted through the education system in 
the same drab packs of  familiar faces for 
years. Because it holds so much sway over 
us, age is one of  the hidden cornerstones of  
society—an imperfect separator, sculpted 
from the human desire for neat labels and 
hands-free systems.
 The greatest premium of  the modern 
world rests in education, which itself  is 
the bastion of  age grouping. Students in 
every grade scarcely vary in age from 
each other by more than a year, creating 
an artificial homogeneity encountered 
almost nowhere else. Lunch schedules, 
after-school activities, and teacher 
instructions drill it into our heads: you 
belong with those as old as you. It is 
as much years of  indoctrination as it 
is instinct to snicker at puny freshmen 
while proudly donning senior class garb 
and primarily hanging around your close-
knit, closely-aged friend circle. 
 If  environment instills such age-based 
thinking, then how did that arise in the 
first place? These tidy demarcations existed 
since the inception of  public education. 
When leaders designed the school system, 
convenience and efficiency trumped all 
else. It is no accident that the school day is 
composed of  deadlines, marking off  slots of  
time in which to conduct activities with an 
unvarying set of  students; the only change 
with high school is that these students need 

By ANDREW SHEN, sophomore
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HawkWhy: Keys to Success
What is the secret to success? 

 OF ALL THE SECRETS in the world, the 
secret to success is possibly the most sought 
after—second only to the President’s Book 
of  Secrets in National Treasure 2.
 If  what you search for is the key to 
success, let me be your locksmith and make 
you as many copies as you please. After all, if  
the anonymous writer of  an intensely serious 
school newspaper column isn’t the foremost 
expert on success, I don’t know who is. 
 First, you must determine what success 
is. To find out, you should ask your parents, 
ask your friends, ask your teachers, ask your 
peers, ask your congressmen, and ask your 
mailman. Also be sure to ask your school 
newspaper to write an advice column on the 
subject. Once you have compiled a widely 
accepted view of  success, you can jump on 
the path to gaining it. 
 For high school students, one of  the key 
aspects of  success is education. Studies show 
that there are essentially two routes that one 
can take to success. Many successful people 
have top notch educations from one or 
more prestigious universities. Actor, writer, 
director, producer, professor, and insurance 
salesman James Franco attended multiple 
MFA programs simultaneously at prestigious 

colleges and is currently a PhD student at 
Yale. And, if  a man who looks as if  he’s 
perpetually inebriated can use his arsenal of  
paid assistants to get that many 
degrees for himself, you can, 
too. 
 But if  you find that 
higher education isn’t right 
for you, there is a second 
option! The other half  
of  successful people are 
the ones who were just 
too smart for college. 
They either went to 
Prest ig ious-Brand-
Name University and 
dropped out once they 
realized they didn’t 
need it anymore, or 
they knew straight 
out of  high school 
that places of  higher 
education were not 
right for them. So, if  
you are confident right 
now that after living 17 years of  life you’ve 
gained all the knowledge you need to know, 
forget college and become the next Steve 
Jobs. 
 There is another hallmark of  success, and 

it is something that John Quincy Adams, 
George W. Bush, and Miley Cyrus all have 
in common. Contrary to popular belief, 
what lies behind their claims to fame is 
not their shared love of  blonde wigs—it’s 

their famous fathers. Successful New 
Jersey film director, Kevin Smith, 

made his first film, Clerks, in the wee 
hours of  the morning on virtually no 
sleep, in between shifts as a clerk at the 
Quickstop in which he shot the 
movie. Smith’s 16-year-old 

daughter was just cast in 
her first lead role, and 

her co-star 
is none other 

than the young 
daughter of  Johnny 

Depp. These girls are 
talented women who no 

doubt would have started 
successful acting careers 

regardless of  their upbringings 
as the children of  a critically-

acclaimed director and a swash-buckling 
pirate. However, there’s no need to work 
your way up toward a successful career when 
your last name can give you a jumpstart. And 
the good thing is, your famous father doesn’t 
even have to be a beloved celebrity. One 

of  the most renowned families in America 
gained its recognition from its patriarch, 
Robert Kardashian, who became (in)famous 
after defending an obviously guilty, ego-
maniacal murderer. Even if  your father’s 
name alone doesn’t immediately propel you 
to fame, there’s a good chance that he can 
help you out, possibly in the form of  a small 
million dollar loan to get you started on the 
path to greatness. So the next time Brad and 
Angelina look to adopt, be sure to make 
yourself  available.
 Once you’ve got the knowledge and 
the nepotism, you have to put in the hard 
work. Successful people are early risers and 
late sleepers. You, dear reader, have already 
started to follow in their footsteps; the 
highly successful will spend over half  of  the 
work day reading articles on how successful 
people got their status and on how they 
live their lives, interspersed with playlists of  
TED Talks on how to be productive. 
 These are just a handful of  the keys to 
success. I have already leaked too many 
secrets in this issue, and national security (at 
risk of  becoming an overly successful nation 
of  educated people) may become a concern 
if  I go any further. So take my advice, step 
onto the golden path to success, and most 
importantly, never stop trying. 

 IN OUR QUEST to rush to our next class, 
get to the front of  the lunch line, and claim 
the best seat on the bus, we often rush past 
the employees of  JP, failing to recognize 
just how much they accomplish behind the 
scenes every day to make sure the school  
runs smoothly. To discover more about the 
lives of  our janitors, the unsung heroes we 
often take for granted, I took the opportunity 
to interview a few of  them.
 Behind the perennially locked custodian 
office door, Steve Anthony, the current 
Facilities Manager and longest-serving 
custodian at JP, can be found positioned 
against the backdrop of  roaring boilers. 
After a few standard questions (e.g. “Is there 
a secret passageway in the school?” and 
“What is one thing that custodians do that 
students aren’t aware of?”), and receiving a 
few unrevealing answers (there isn’t a secret 
passageway and custodians take everything 
out of  classrooms during the summer to 
do everything from mechanics to units to 
flooring), I began asking Mr. Anthony about 
his own interests. When I broached the topic 
of  unusual hobbies, Mr. Anthony’s face lit up. 
After listening to him speak animatedly for a 
few minutes, it was clear that he could barely 
contain his enthusiasm for antique cars. 
He began, “I restore old cars as my hobby. 

Right now, I have three Corvettes. Two are 
the 1965 model and one is a 1960s model.” 
Interested, I asked him to explain how he 
searches for his cars, a question to which 
he responded, “Through word of  mouth or 
I stop and knock to see if  they would like 
to sell it.” After pausing for a moment, Mr. 
Anthony continued, “Sometimes people just 
don’t know the value of  
the car they have sitting 
on the driveway.” 
 Mr. Anthony’s current 
appreciation for model 
cars can be traced back 
to his childhood. Young 
Steve Anthony was 
always fascinated with 
motors and would spend 
countless hours separating 
motor parts and rejoining 
them. Later, he moved onto 
dissembling dirt bikes and 
mini-bikes, finally advancing 
to automobiles by the time he 
was in his teens. When I asked 
him what his first car was like, 
he laughed and revealed, “I made my own 
car and took it to a road car show when I 
was 13 or 14 years old.” 
 Continuing his description of  his first car, 
he admitted, “My first car didn’t run, so I 
taught myself  to take it apart and make it 

run. Then, I bought myself  half  a car and 
built it in the middle of  my father’s garage. 
In fact, I bought [this car] in the middle of  
the night because I knew my father would 
think it was just junk.” At this point, a slow 
smile spread across his face. He explained,  
“The next day, when my father woke up, 
he thought someone junked a car in the 

yard. But, I made 
it run and brought 
it to a car show and 
won trophies.” Mr. 
Anthony stopped 
again before recalling 
fondly, “Soon 
enough, my dad 
got interested and 
we started restoring 
cars together, and it 
became a hobby that 
we did together.”
 Years later, Mr. 
Anthony continues 
to pursue his interest 
in motorized objects, 
operating behind the 

scenes in the boiler room and mechanical 
rooms above the New Gym and the band 
room. By carrying out his duties as a 
custodian, Mr. Anthony is able to do what 
he loves: work with mechanics
 It is not until much later in the day, when 

clubs begin wrapping up, that custodians 
emerge in greater numbers. After one such 
club meeting, I began an earnest search for a 
rogue custodian. It did not take long to spot 
a bright yellow container and a man dressed 
in a grey uniform. Mr. Bill Szalay, like Mr. 
Anthony, is a car enthusiast; however, unlike 
his boss, Bill is a heavy metal rocker. (Mr. 
Anthony prefers country music, some Allen 
Jackson, and old rock.)
 With shifty eyes, he said, “Actually, we’re 
not supposed to be playing music while 
cleaning.” However, when pressed for his 
personal music preferences, Bill answered, “I 
like to listen to 89.5 FM.” His appreciation 
for the energy of  rock translates well into 
his love for blazing fast racecars—in fact, he 
has been to the Nascar races twice in pursuit 
of  his interest. Bill went on to reveal, “When 
I was 14, I wanted a ‘55 Chevy, which I still 
own to this day in addition to two pickup 
trucks.” I then asked Bill if  he had any 
amusing stories about JP. “In room 118,” he 
laughed, “the heater exploded and set off  an 
alarm.”
 Aware that he was still working, I thanked 
Billy for the brief  interview and hurried 
toward the front entrance. Through the 
hustle and bustle of  our daily lives, when we 
stop for a moment and care to ask, we can 
truly see the people behind the faces we pass 
by every day.

Chillin’ with the Custodians
By VICTORIA CHANDRA, senior

From Behind the Desk
By CATHY DAICHANG, sophomore

 MS. PAWLIKOWSKI: a figure we’ve all seen 
before at assemblies, during passing, and 
in the hallways. Ms. Pawlikowski has been 
talked about as an elusive character, the face 
of  the school’s administration, a person 
always watching around the corner, at the 
front of  the cafeteria, and behind her desk. 
But could anyone dig deeper and unveil the 
person behind the job title? After a moment 
of  deliberation, I attempted this feat and 
emerged victorious. (At least, I hope I did.) 
Months after I sat in the checkered green 
seats of  a brand new auditorium, here is my 
interview with the principal herself.
 After exchanging greetings, Ms. 
Pawlikowski and I quickly got to the 
interview. Surprisingly, the most distinct 
theme that emerged from her answers was 

her sense of  humor and upbeat personality. 
Ms. Pawlikowski takes pride in her easygoing 
manner; what most students don’t know 
about her, she revealed, is that she loves 
to have fun. In stark contrast to what is 
often assumed of  her position, it does not 
take much to make Ms. Pawlikowski happy 
because she works to find the humor in life 
as much as possible, even if  she is the only 
one laughing. At this point, I had to ask: If  
humor can get her through anything, how 
would she react during a zombie apocalypse? 
Naturally, Ms. Pawlikowski laughed before 
responding, “I don’t think I would know 
what to do. I guess I’ll have to say get the 
zombies to laugh?”
 Not only did Ms. Pawlikowski’s sense 
of  humor shine through, but her genuine 
passion for being a principal was also 
evident. Given the choice between being a 

jack of  all trades or a master of  one, Ms. 
Pawlikowski easily replied that she would 
rather be the best at what she currently does. 
Ms. Pawlikowski went on to reveal that she 
has big dreams for the school, including a 
brand new auditorium with air conditioning 
(she hopes that one magically appears). 
New experiences, such as delivering her 
recent TEDx Talk, only remind her of  just 
how much she still can do for her students.  
Speaking about the TED Talk, she stated, 
“It helped me see that we need to be direct 
with empowering kids, particularly girls. We 
need to make sure that we properly guide 
our students through their education and 
serve as good role models while doing so.” 
 When I asked Ms. Pawlikowski questions 
on the sillier side, she gladly answered 
without hesitation. She takes care of  her 
hair with a combination of  mousse and 

gel, and her three favorite music albums are 
Bruce Springsteen’s Born To Run, all of  Bon 
Jovi’s albums, and Adele’s 25. I gave her the 
ultimate personality test, asking her whether 
she was a cat or dog person. “I would have 
to say dog, but I’m not an animal person in 
general. I think I was mauled in a previous 
life,” she said, jokingly.
 A few minutes later, I walked out of  Ms. 
Pawlikowski’s office, pleasantly surprised: 
Ms. Pawlikowski’s infectious love of  life 
was evident in everything she did, including 
answering questions for a Hawkeye article. 
The experiences she has accumulated as 
both a principal and as an everyday person 
make her an inspiring role model and leader. 
Ms. Pawlikowski’s “secret life” is one to 
explore and get to know. She proves the 
fact that all Hawks, from the students to the 
administration, do in fact fly high.
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 FOR YEARS, the Hawkeye has featured retiring teachers in its June edition. These 
individuals, after years and years of  supporting their students, have left for the 
adventures, relaxation, and new memories that lay beyond these walls. As part of  this 
“secret life” edition, we decided to also look beyond JP, and asked a few retired teachers 
about their lives after leaving JP.
 Mrs. Benson, the former science supervisor, has kept busy since her retirement. With 
her newfound time, Mrs. Benson has visited her family around the country and has 
vacationed in Mexico with her husband and friends. She is now training for the Boston 
Marathon in April, which she plans to run with her husband and two of  her children, 
who each individually qualified for the event. Mrs. Benson has decided to run for the 
Dana Farber Cancer Research Institute, a charity that is extremely important to her 
because she is a two-time cancer survivor. She confidently asserts that “running the 
Boston Marathon [will show] the world that two cancer diagnoses 
cannot stop [her].” Though she admits that she was “not particularly 
athletic” after her first “cancer-free” diagnosis, she states that 
the new diagnosis prompted her to start new things. Most 
strikingly, Mrs. Benson writes that “overcoming cancer is much 
like running a marathon.” She continues, “It takes dedication, 
tenacity, knowledge, and a great support system that builds you 
up when your confidence waivers.” Mrs. Benson is an inspiration 
to us all and proof  that we can make the best out of  our lives by 
challenging ourselves and never losing hope.
 Mr. Schein, the former ceramics teacher, has always been 
passionate about making and fixing things. Throughout his life, 
Mr. Schein has made pottery that has been displayed in several 
major museums and, in pursuit of  his passion for metalworking 
and jewelry-making, has constructed sterling silver boxes. 
Over the past decade, Mr. Schein has been actively finding and 
restoring metal toys made from the 1890s to the 1940s, such as 
trains and trucks, and has sold these restorations all over the world. 
In his last year at JP, he met a wonderful woman via an online-dating 
website, and the two will get married this spring. Though he has 
retired, Mr. Schein evidently remains young at heart.
 Mrs. Sorkin, another former art teacher, remembers working 
hard to make the art wing a welcoming place for students. 
After getting her degree from Kean University in 1973 to teach 
art, Mrs. Sorkin began teaching art and photography at John Adams Middle School. 
From her 25 years of  teaching, most of  which were spent at JP Stevens, Mrs. Sorkin 
especially recalls the “wonderful job, wonderful people, and wonderful memories of  the 
camaraderie with friends [she] still keeps in touch with.” Yet, Mrs. Sorkin states that her 
“most memorable moments were those that made a difference in [her] students’ beliefs 
in their self  worth.” She appreciates being able to provide them with advice, support, 
and casual conversation. Since retiring, Mrs. Sorkin has continued to share her love for 
art with others. For the past six years, she has taught painting and drawing and has given 
lectures every Saturday morning about the arts to, as she jokes, “70-year-olds and up 
instead of  17-year-olds.” She remarks happily, “It is a privilege to still be able to teach.”
 Rather than sitting idly, these retired teachers have found new ways to stay active and 
to pursue their passions, and as a result they have undertaken a variety of  extraordinary 
projects. Although they no longer teach at JP, they continue to set great examples, lead 
fulfilling lives, and leave behind lasting lessons. For them, life still has so much more to 
offer.

Life After JP
 WATCHING TEACHERS STRUGGLE with SMART Boards and reminisce about the “good 
old days” is always a confusing experience: it’s hard to imagine that our educators were 
once teenagers. But it’s true; our teachers once struggled through the school day only to 
remain at school participating in clubs and activities late into the night. Try to imagine 
your math teacher on the cheerleading squad or your history teacher in the marching 
band. Don’t forget your science teacher, either, who was the star of  the soccer team. 
After interviewing a handful of  teachers, here’s what I learned about our school’s staff.
 Surprisingly, many teachers participated in sports teams and fitness groups. Beyond 
meeting new people, these teachers also learned to make good lifestyle choices and enjoy 
physical activities. Mr. Jones (phys ed) is one such teacher; he specifically recalls “making 

new friends while learning how to use weights correctly” at a weight-
lifting club. Others, such as Mr.Mc Carthy (phys ed), played on their 

school’s sports team. Mr. McCarthy played basketball and specifically 
remembers the valuable experiences he had working with his team to 

achieve a bigger purpose—in his team’s case, to win! 
 Beyond athletic endeavors, many teachers participated in clubs 
most students are familiar with today. Mrs. Pittenger (science) 
fondly reflects on her experiences in Odyssey of  the Mind 
as a student in high school. Since competing in the Worlds 
competition with her team, Mrs. Pittenger remarks that the 
club has not changed much and is still “crazy, amazing, and 

life changing.” Mrs. Hasner (world language) also took part in a 
club that greatly affects her now; she recounts being a member of  
her school’s Latin Club, a role that pushed her to become the current 
advisor of  JP’s very own Latin Club. In addition, Mrs. Hasner took 
part in Certamen, a Latin competition and an opportunity she has now 
made available to her students. 
 And yes, some teachers seem to have taken part in everything. In 

particular, Mrs. Liotti (science) reveals that she participated in band, 
choir, Academy of  Science, Social Studies Forum, and Spanish 
Honor Society throughout high school. In college, Mrs. Liotti 
served as the co-president of  LEAP, an environmental awareness 

program, and also was a part of  the dance team. Her experiences, as 
she describes, constitute some of  her “best memories in high school.” In particular, Mrs. 
Liotti remembers performing at Giants Stadium with the marching band and traveling to 
places including Myrtle Beach, North Carolina, and Toronto. As part of  Spanish Honor 
Society, she traveled to Spain on an exchange trip, an opportunity she especially wishes 
was “available for students today, as it was the best trip [she] took at JP.” 
 Though arts-oriented clubs proved to be the most popular among teachers, a few 
teachers were also part of  the music programs at their past schools. Ms. Wandras 
(mathematics) also participated in the marching band and marched in a St. Patrick’s Day 
parade in Ireland; Mr. Huaman (music) played in a lute ensemble and was able to play 
a theorbo, along with other ancient instruments; and Mrs. Plesnarski (business) 
played the bass guitar as part of  the concert band and jazz band and for 
various school plays.
 When these future teachers first participated in clubs and activities, they 
only wanted to have fun or make good memories. Only afterwards 
did they look back on and fully appreciate the importance of  those 
experiences in shaping their futures and personalities. Underneath 
their professions lie the memories of  clubs that they took part in as 
students, now intrinsic to their past and present.

When I was your Age...

MR. PIERCE
1.  What clubs did you participate in as a student?
  When I was in high school, I was a member of  a number of  different 
clubs and sports programs. I am an Eagle Scout and worked as a Rifle 
Instructor on a shooting range. I was also a lifeguard and taught sailing and swimming. 
I worked with the Key Club and Rotary Interact, which helped me when I became an 
Exchange Student the following year. Additionally, I served as the acting Sports Editor 
and columnist for the student newspaper. I was first chair as a trumpet player, and I 
played the lead in the Jazz Ensemble. I was often involved in the productions our theater 
program put on, and played soccer, basketball, and baseball.
  When I was in college, I served as the Travel and Recreation Chair for Seton Hall 
University and the Class President from 1998-2001. I was also involved in the Seton 
Hall Pep Band at basketball games and was voted the Best Actor over four years in the 
Theater Program at Seton Hall.  I also enjoyed being a part of  the Big Brother/Big 
Sister Program in Newark.
 
2.  What kind of  experiences did you have in each of  those clubs?
 I loved each of  the programs that I worked with and made a lot of  connections 
that have helped me grow professionally over the past  years. I was also able to do 
things I never thought possible; I played the trumpet with Wynton Marsalis at Lincoln 
Center, spent almost two years living in Finland and Sweden as an exchange student 
and musician, travelled to West Virginia with Habitat for Humanity, took handicapped 
students to Lourdes, France, and travelled with Seton Hall to the NCAA Tournament 
and the Sweet 16.  Through these clubs and experiences, I also met my wife, whom I 
have been with the last 17 years.

MRS. GESUALDO
“Remember...I went to school in Tennessee...”
1.  What clubs did you participate in as a student?
     I was in the Latin Club, National Honor Society, and Business Professionals of  
America (BPA). I was on the yearbook committee my senior year, and we put out an 
awesome book. I was also the student trainer for our boys and girls soccer teams my 
senior year.  

2.  What kind of  experiences did you have in each of  those clubs?
     I was president of  BPA (I honestly can’t remember for how long), and I performed 
dramatic Latin at a Latin convention. Our yearbook was phenomenal that year, but my 
last name was the only name messed up in the senior pictures. It was kind of  funny.

By SHRUTI KUMTA, junior By HARSHITA JAIN, sophomore



 AS STUDENTS OF JP, we are often defined by our drive to succeed in our classes, clubs, and future careers. What often goes unstated, however, is that our success as students is due in 
large part to our teachers: every day, they dedicate their time and effort to helping students learn and grow. Using their past experiences, JP’s teachers have continued to adapt to the new 
challenges each year presents. But year after year, students ask questions about the past lives of  their teachers; after all, their teaching careers are only one chapter of  their lives. To learn 
more about our teachers, I interviewed a handful of  them about previous jobs they held before coming to JP.

The Roads that Led Them Here

Teacher: Rosemarie Pittenger
 Mrs. Pittenger is a fellow alumna of  JP Stevens who laughingly acknowledges she 
had never thought she would be back at her high school. She previously worked as a 
research assistant and soil/water chemist, and proudly states that she loved every minute 
of  it. When asked if  she had any memorable experiences at her previous job, Mrs. 
Pittenger recounts the day she and her lab partner carried a TV up three flights of  stairs, 
accidently dropping it once, to watch the World Cup as they worked in the lab. “It still 
worked,” she adds with a smile. After a moment, Mrs. Pittenger launches into a story of  
how she accidentally punctured a hole in an underground storage tank. Laughing, she 
states, “We ended up spending the next week cleaning up the soil that spilled out.”
 Though Mrs. Pittenger looks back on these days fondly, she wanted to interact more 
with other people. As she had always enjoyed helping others in college with homework, 
she decided to try a career teaching students. Mrs. Pittenger draws upon her education 
and her previous job to answer questions in her current lessons; her passion and 
dedication have been evident since she first began teaching at JP and are both reaffirmed 
by her Governor Educator of  the Year Award. Always full of  optimism and ready 
for hard work, she states,  “Find something you love, even if  it doesn’t make you a 
millionaire.”

Teacher: Mary Baldessari
 Though she is now a highly respectable math teacher, Mrs. Baldessari initially rejected 
the idea of  becoming one. Mrs. Baldessari reveals that she had tried teaching for a year 
and despised the experience; consequently, she switched over to business and swore she 
would never teach again. During her time away from school, Mrs. Baldessari worked as 
an actuary analyst manager for an insurance company. She reveals that she found the 
experience to be fulfilling and significantly different from teaching, reflecting happily 
on the surprise baby shower her coworkers threw her. Mrs. Baldessari also comments, 
“Working in the a.m. was the best part,” explaining, “It was more of  a solid eight-hour 
workday, while teaching is work done at school and at home.” Despite her content in her 
job, Mrs. Baldessari decided to try teaching again after having a child. She jokes, “Who 
knew that I would be back in the classroom for 27 years and counting?”
 Mrs. Baldessari asserts that there can be more than one “right” job for a person, and 

even then, the perfect position may not come around immediately. Mrs. Baldessari 
credits her father for giving her the right advice; she quotes, “Listen. Don’t talk 

too much.” Mrs. Baldessari stresses that students should have 
a simple attitude toward learning in school and working, 
learn from those around them, and try not to get ahead of  
themselves. Or, in her own blunt style, “Keep your mouth 
shut and observe.”

Teacher: Jay Jones
 As a proud alumnus of  JP, Mr. Jones went on to study 

at Rutgers University and conduct research on the nutritional 
biochemistry of  the intestines of  mice. He describes his 

experience as both “harrowing and fascinating.” Though he states 
that the discoveries were groundbreaking, he admits that many mice 

died (may they rest in peace). Uncomfortable with this aspect of  animal 
research, Mr. Jones now works with fruit flies, vowing to give them short, 

happy lives.
 Now back at JP, Mr. Jones has continued to express his desire to stimulate and 

expand his students’ horizons. When asked if  he had any words of  advice for his 
current and future students, he remarks, “Focus on one thing and do it really well 
rather than [spread] too thin.”

Teacher: Candace Zupko
 Mrs. Zupko is an English teacher at JP who proudly believes she “could not have 
asked for better kids.” Her passion for teaching English clearly shines through, even in 
every day conversations. Mrs. Zupko holds herself  to a high level of  professionalism, 
which her previous occupation as the Vice President (with a corner office) of  an 
insurance company in Washington, D.C. evinces. While she admits that she greatly liked 
her former job, Mrs. Zupko asserts that she wanted a change in work environment—
since multiple members of  her family had already switched careers at least once in their 
lifetimes, she believed that she, too, could pursue what she desired with the support of  
her family.
 Mrs. Zupko especially recalls one her favorite high school projects, for which she 
wrote a research paper on Thomas Hardy, and her senior year English teacher, who 
impacted her deeply; Mrs. Zupko believes her English teacher’s positive influence 
ultimately led her to the position she is in today. Having gone through this occupational 
change, Mrs. Zupko tells her students that it is okay to not know what life holds in store; 
she believes there is always room for change, and that one is never too old to learn. But 
the most important piece of  advice 
Mrs. Zupko has to offer her 
students is “Read the book!”

Teacher: Matthew Hrevnak
 Mr. Hrevnak is another 
math teacher at JP who 
did not originally aspire to 
become one. Mr. Hrevnak 
reveals that he was once 
enrolled in the United States 
Naval Academy in Annapolis, 
Maryland. Unfortunately, his 
dreams of  becoming a fighter 
pilot were quickly dashed: 
due to his poor eyesight, he 
was given the choice between 
finding something else to do at 
the academy or leaving. Unsure 
of  what he wanted to pursue 
instead, Mr. Hrevnak chose to leave 
the academy. Left without a job at 19 
years old, Mr. Hrevnak decided to apply 
for a job in a newspaper ad for teaching 
teenagers at a Catholic school that his great-great-
grandparents helped found; to his surprise, he was offered the position one week before 
school started. Mr. Hrevnak laughs before stating that he was given the position because 
no one else applied.
 At the school, Mr. Hrevnak found himself  teaching history, reading, English, 
handwriting, and phys ed to middle school students. Mr. Hrevnak pauses for a moment 
in his story, aware that he is notorious for his sometimes illegible handwriting. He jokes, 
“Thank God they didn’t have me write ‘sine’.” Though his position at the school was 
initially uncertain because he did not have a teaching degree, Mr. Hrevnak happily states 
that the principal personally applauded his efforts—the principal’s son had told his 
father how much he liked the new teacher. 
 Mr. Hrevnak proudly acknowledges the progress his students made during his tenure 
at the school. He remarks, “When I first began teaching, my students were reading at 
third and fourth grade levels. One eventually became valedictorian at St. Joseph High 
School, and another became valedictorian at Perth Amboy.” Reflecting on how his 
experience teaching there affected him, he remarks, “If  I didn’t have a good experience 
with it, I wouldn’t be standing here right now.”
 Of  his past, Mr. Hrevnak states, “I tell people that I have worked as three things that 
others always think they know better: a teacher, an umpire, and a coach.” He goes on to 
explain, “Anyone who has ever gone to school knows more about education than the 
teacher; anyone who has ever watched a baseball game knows the rules and calls better 
than the umpire; and everyone always knows the strategy and playing time better than 
the coach.” Mr. Hrevnak pauses again before laughing, “No one ever tells a doctor how 
to practice medicine or an attorney how to practice law!” With many of  his students 
leaving for college next year, Mr. Hrevnak advises them, “Work hard, be prompt, and 
take pride in whatever job you do! Do it to the best of  your ability.”

 School is a place where we learn about the world, yet there is still so much we don’t know about each other. Behind the scenes 
of  our school are hidden lives, collections of  unique events, and experiences that brought people here and made them who they 
are today.
 Take, for example, the faculty of  JP: the teachers, counselors, custodians, and all the others who work tirelessly to make JP a 
better place. They are the valiant men and women entrusted with the sacred task of  turning the next generation into respectable, 
productive citizens. It is no exaggeration to say that without them, the world’s stream of  knowledge would dry up and the progress 
of  humankind would come to a halt. Because students see the members of  the faculty daily, they sometimes forget how important 
their work is. Just imagine all the wonderful stories they have to share about themselves, stories that are normally hidden from 
public view.
 There is a treasure trove of  secrets right here in JP Stevens. In these pages, they are revealed for all to see.

Secret Life

By GRACE CHUNG, senior



Ms. Gumina: 
Experiencing 
claustrophobia and climbing 
about 1,000 steps through 
narrow tunnels to the top 
of  St. Peter’s Basilica Dome 
in Vatican City, Rome.

Señora Keefe: 
Teaching my four-
year-old son to 
become almost fluent 
in Spanish.

 I WALKED TENTATIVELY into the kitchen at the back of  the cafeteria, where the low drone of  clattering silverware, shuffling feet, and 
clashing boxes settled over me. It was considerably warmer inside and oddly vacant, lacking the overpowering chatter of  hungry high 
schoolers, yet the atmosphere was just as lively. All around me, men and women clad in black aprons and blue shirts were engrossed in 

their seemingly herculean task—feeding an entire school of  energetic students. Surprisingly, all of  the cafeteria workers were remarkably 
calm, their hands following a familiar routine of  stacking, prepping, typing, folding, and cutting, patterns that were familiar after years of  

experience. 
 I first met with Ms. Evelyn. Ms. Evelyn has become a celebrity among the students and staff  of  JP; she just celebrated her 
95th birthday this past year. At first glance, Evelyn is soft-spoken and kind, but after conversing with her for a few minutes, it 
is easy to pick up on the undercurrent of  vigour that runs through her words. Though it seems unbelievable that Ms. Evelyn 
has worked at JP for more than 50 years, she laughingly states that her love for the students makes her “feel young again.” 
When asked if  she has any special talents, Evelyn jokingly responded, “My only talent is a big mouth!” She later reflected more 

seriously that she has never done anything but this work. When asked about her years during high school, she animatedly 
exclaimed, “I was outgoing and talkative!”
 Afterward, I spoke to Mr. Washington, an intriguing man who hails from Uruguay. Mr. Washington explains that his 
experiences in Uruguay differed wildly from those in the United States; he reasons that Uruguay is “a small country of  
about three million people,” maybe about the size of  New Jersey. Before finding employment at JP, Mr. Washington 
worked as a letter carrier in Morganstown for 24 years. He tells me, “I decided to retire from that, and I work a part-
time job here for six hours a day.” Now, Mr. Washington is primarily responsible for filling the refrigerators and stocking 
napkins, forks, and knives for students. Mr. Washington also talked at length about his thirst for knowledge. He notes, 
“I like to read; I like to be informed about what happens in the world, and I consider myself  intelligent. I always like to 
learn—about everything! It’s something I’ve had from when I was a child.” Mr. Washington reflects on his time from 
15 to 21 years old, the self-proclaimed “best years of  his life.” He explains, “My high school was different because we 
would wear uniforms. I went to a private school the first year, all boys, no girls. Later on, [the administration] mixed 
us, but we used to be all boys. Our teacher was tough, but I liked [the school] because it was close to my street. I had a 
great experience… I had to wear a blue shirt, blue ties, grey pants... I enjoyed the 60’s, rock, and the Beatles.” 
 Finally, I met with Jackie, a spirited and cheery woman who always has an enormous smile on her face. Jackie has 
worked with the Edison lunch department for over 13 years and is immensely proud of  her daughter, who was only five 
years old when Jackie first began work. Jackie reflects that her daughter’s age played an instrumental role in her decision 
to accept a job here. She notes, “The hours were easy—I work a four-and-a-half  hour shift.” Jackie goes on proudly, 
exclaiming, “In fact, now my daughter just recently graduated high school and went off  to college!” Jackie tells me with 
a laugh that before working at JP, she worked as “a sales representative for a company called McMaster Carr Supply 
Company.” When asked about unusual talents she cupped her hands and gave a loud bird-like “whoop” that echoed off  
the cafeteria walls.
 The corridors behind the cafeteria seem more like a home than a workplace. Interesting backgrounds, cultures, and 
interests mix together like a well-worn family recipe to help the lunch ladies and men bring smiles to the student body 

each day.  

Spilling the Beans

Talented Teachers
“What is the most interesting thing you have accomplished in your life?”

Ms. Hasner: Singing in 
Tosca in the New Jersey 
Opera Festival at McCarter 
Theater, Princeton 
University and singing an 
entire movement in German 
at Carnegie Hall, New York. 

Ms. Sutter: Going on lots 
of  trips, including walking 
the Inca Trail to Machu 
Picchu in Peru, zip-lining in 
Costa Rica, and snorkeling 
on various islands, including 
Hawaii. (This summer I’ll 
be going on a motorcycle 
trip through the Alps in 
Europe!)

Mr. Allen: Finishing the 
Ironman Triathalon, a 
140-mile competition with 
swimming, running, and 
biking.

Mr. Andreuzzi: 
Spending 33 years as a 
local government official

Ms. Lumsden: Making the 
NCAA record book (and 
currently remaining in the 
top 10) for number of  home 
runs per game and runs 
batted per game.

Ms. Wandras: Hiking 
through the Andes 
Mountains for two days.

Ms. Holborow: Surviving 
a lightning strike and seeing 
four people get struck by 
lightning since, pitching in 
an Olympic TV commercial 
with Michelle Smith in high 
school, participating in a 
mock Fear Factor in college, 
and eating live hissing 
cockroaches.

Madame Reusch: Going 
white-water rafting in 
the Gauley River in West 
Virginia.

Mr. Reid: Flying in a 
military helicopter to 
Guantanamo Bay in Cuba 
and staying there for three 
weeks.

Dr. Green: Getting my 
pharmacy degree from 
Rutgers University.

By KYLEN BAO, freshman

By AKSHATA SHUKLA, freshman



Stevens Says...
How long have you known your best friend? How many languages do you speak fluently?

Have you ever been in a highschool relationship?

On average, how many times would you say you lie per 
week?

Do you really appreciate high school?

Do you think high school relationships are worth taking 
seriously?

 WE DECIDED TO ASK the students of  JP questions they might answer differently online than they would face-to-face. So, how many times do you lie per week? 
How long have you known that best friend of  yours? And, perhaps most importantly, do you actually enjoy high school?

46.4%: Only one or two white 
lies I immediately feel guilty for.
24.6%: I’d say about four to six 
times.
23.2%: To be honest, I lie all the 
time. And I know my teachers 
know I didn’t actually “lose” the 
homework.
5.8%: Never! (Okay, that was 
definitely a lie...)

45.5%: We met in middle school 
and we’ve been inseparable ever 
since!
27.3%: We’ve bascially known 
each other since kindergarten.
19.7%: We’ve been there for each 
other since grade school.
7.5%: Um... last month! Hey, 
high school is a time for new 
beginnings and new friends!

45.8%: I would appreciate it 
way more if  class started at 10 
a.m.
30.6%: Yes; I actually intend on 
making a career out of  some of  
the information taught in class.
16.7%: Sure... I mean, I get to 
spend time with my friends!
6.9%: Nope!

42%: Two: my parents made me 
learn their native tongue.
37.7%: Three: I actually pay 
attention in my language class and 
genuinely appreciate learning.
14.5%: One: American.
5.8%: Four or more: I’m bascially 
a fancy language connoisseur.

Yes

No

62%

38%

I guess so...

Nope! Of course!

22.5%

47.9%

29.6%

45.8%

6.9%

30.6%16.7%46.4%

5.8%

24.6% 23.2%

37.7%

5.8%

42% 14.5%

45.5%

7.5%

19.7% 27.3%

MS. EVELYN:

Weird experiences?
“Not really. To me, everything here is just—you 
know, even if  it’s weird it’s all right!” 
Close friends? 
“Yes I do! There are a couple that are very close. In 
fact, they’re all close, but there are maybe about two 
or three that are closer.”
How long have you worked here? What made 
you stick to working here?
“Well, I’m going to tell you honestly, I’ve been here 
for 50 years, as long as this school. And what made 
me stay here was that I love the students. They make 
me feel young because they come in, and they’re so 
happy, and they’re very good. And they talk to you, 
and they make you laugh! I love being here with the 
young people—I think it makes you younger!”
Do you have any interesting memories from your 
time here at JP?
“Well, I’ve worked here for as long as I remember, 
and everything that happens here seems normal!”

MR. WASHINGTON:

How long have you worked here?
“A year and a half.”
Close friends?
“Oh yes! We are very close. Imagine, I work with 
girls. We are only 3 men, and I try to be friendly with 
them, something nice. I never want to offend them. 
I treat them with respect, and we get along. We get 
along!”
What did you do before working at JP?
“You see my high school was different because we 
would wear uniforms. I went to a private school 
the first year, all boys, no girls. Later on, [the 
administration] mixed us, but we used to be all boys. 
Our teacher was tough, but I liked [school] because it 
was close to my street. I had a great experience. You 
know, in my home country, in public schools, we had 
to wear a uniform. I had to wear a blue shirt, blue 
ties, and grey pants. You know, the best years of  my 
life were from when I was 15 to 21; you see, I enjoyed 
the 60s, rock, the Beatles.”

JACKIE:

How long have you 
worked here?
“13 years.”
What do you like to do for fun?
“I like to always smile, and be bubbly, and treat everyone nicely. The 
coworkers are funny; we always like to joke around!”
What did you do before working here?
“I used to be a sales representative for a company called McMaster 
Carr Supply Company.”
What made you stick to working here?
“Well, when I began working here, my daughter was only five years 
old, so it was a good job for working moms. The hours were easy—I 
work a four-and-a-half  hour shift. In fact, now my daughter just 
recently graduated high school and went off  to college!”
Weird talents?
“I can whistle with my hands!”
What were you like in high school?
“I was always very fun and easy going, always adventurous, and always 
silly!”
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 THE MODERN MUSIC CONCERT hosted 
by JP Stevens’ Tri-M Music Honor Society 
celebrated  an astounding 40 years of  
music, highlighting the development of  
modern music. On Wednesday, February 
25, student musicians from the band, guitar, 
choir, and orchestra ensembles worked 
together to produce an enjoyable night of  
contemporary music. Senior and Tri-M 
Co-President Jessica Ho explained, “This 
benefit concert supports the Give A Note 
Foundation, which funds music education 
in underprivileged schools. While our 
school is fortunate enough to have a widely 
recognized music program, the Tri-M Honor 
Society aims to help other schools develop 
outstanding music programs of  their own.”
 While the performing groups were 
warming up, senior hosts Breana Tan 
and Kiran Rajan warmly welcomed the 
audience; the chamber choir’s powerful a 
capella followed shortly with an impressive 
rendition of  the national anthem. Following 
this prelude, the first performers of  the 
night, juniors David Tian and Zachary 
Kibel and senior Akshat Mehta, took the 
stage to deliver a lively, upbeat trumpet 
rendition of  “Hey, Soul Sister” by Train. 
After this energetic tune, Mr. Huaman, 
the string orchestra, and guest performer 
Mr. Cantalupo appeared for a sentimental 
cover of  “Long and Winding Road” by The 
Beatles. 
 In contrast to the western roots of  most 
of  the night’s repertoire, juniors Brianna 
Tang and Alice Fang performed a more 
cultural piece, entitled “Kung Fu Piano: 
Cello Ascends,” based on an arrangement by 
The Piano Guys. The theme, inspired by the 
movie Kung Fu Panda, featured dips and peaks 

Fashion, 
contd.

of  the melody line, which the performers 
replicated by skillfully maneuvering across 
low and high registers on their instruments.
 Soon afterward, a saxophone quartet, 
featuring senior Shravan Hariharan, juniors 
Cheikh Higgs and Thomas Hsu, and 
sophomore Jason Luo, performed a lively 
version of  Taylor Swift’s hit, “Shake It Off,” 
to the delight of  the audience. The musicians 
managed a well-coordinated balance among 
the four instruments with clearly defined 
harmonies. The performance even included 
a solo by Thomas Hsu while the crowd 
clapped along to the beat. 
 The next performance featured the 
orchestra ensemble, which performed a 
mash-up of  songs from different years, 
including “Firework” and “Love Me Like 
You Do.” The mashup was transcribed by 
senior and Tri-M Co-President, Ketaki Joshi, 
who skilfully incorporated harmonies from 
both songs into a melodic arrangement for 
the concert. She remarked, “It was nice to see 
the audience’s warm reception for my original 

By GRACE WANG, sophomore

Modern Music

from Dante Zellers. The intricate corsages 
and boutineers worn by the models were 
provided by Gardenia’s Floral. 
 The decorations and donations were 
prepared and organized by two separate 
committees of  hardworking FCCLA 
members; meanwhile, preparations for 
the show itself  were led by co-chairs 
Stephanie Zhang and Jennine Abramsky. 
The decorations committee, led by senior 
Sanjna Namasivayam, spent hours cutting 
out flower candle holders and constructing 
purple and white flower garlands. 
Meanwhile, the donations committee, led by 
juniors Shyamala Subramanian and Jennifer 
Lazarowitz, contacted venues that sold and 
donated prom-related items and services 
for donations. In addition, several members 
took time out of  their study halls and spent 
countless afternoons to give Ms. Shabka, the 
culinary arts teacher, a hand in the kitchen, 
prepping, baking, and cooking for the 
night of  the show. The members prepared 
a massive array of  baked goods, including 
cheesecake, cookies, cupcakes, assorted 
fruits, and sparkling punch to satisfy the 
empty stomachs of  the audience members 
before the start of  the show and during the 
intermission. 
 The audience was comprised of  many 
students ready to cheer on their classmates 
and friends, as well as to observe the models 
showcasing the prom attire in style this year. 
While the DJ Club played upbeat music, co-
hostesses Stephanie and Jennine detailed 
descriptions of  the models, including their 
accomplishments, hobbies, and future career 
plans and aspirations while each model 
walked down the runway. At the same time, 
a projector in the background displayed 
baby pictures of  the models and the model’s 
favorite inspirational quote. 
 Although the models walked down the 
runway elegantly and with impeccable 
posture, they later revealed that the task 
was harder than it appeared. After the show, 
senior Simmi Uppaladadium admitted, “My 
heels were very hard to walk in, so my feet 
were killing me! But overall, I loved the 
experience, and I’ll always remember how 
wonderful and happy everyone looked just 
to be a part of  this.” The models certainly 
had a great time showing their respective 
outfits to the audience and especially had fun 
performing their choreographed action after 
finishing their walk. 
 Aside from watching the runway show, 
audience members were able to participate 
in giveaways sponsored by several small 
businesses; these businesses raffled off  
items and services from a multitude of  
prom-related places. Raffle prizes ranged 
from gift certificates and prize baskets from 
hair salons and boutiques to flower shops 
and dress stores. 
 Besides the inevitable obstacles and short 
time frame that the Prom Fashion Show 
committee confronted during the planning 
process, the Prom Fashion Show was a 
success. The sponsors, 40 senior models, 
and dedicated FCCLA members contributed 
to the success of  the event. All of  the 
money raised will help fundraise for FCCLA 
members who qualify to go to the National 
Leadership Conference in California in July. 
 When asked about how she felt about her 
last prom fashion show at JP Stevens, senior 
Stephanie Zhang reflected, “Honestly, it’s 
a bittersweet feeling. This show has been a 
pivotal experience in my high school career, 
and I can’t wait to see how it transforms 
in the coming years. It’s amazing to see 
how each year, the seniors come together 
and really show their school spirit, and I 
really think this year’s show was the most 
memorable.” 

mash-up of  some of  my favorite songs. I was 
also proud of  the orchestra for bringing out 
the nuances in the piece and reminding me 
of  the joys of  performing original music.”
 To end the concert, senior guitarists 
Chirag Gurukiran, Spoorthi Marti, and 
Samil Tabani accompanied senior vocalist 
Kiran Rajan in an acoustic cover of  “Hello” 
by Adele. The audience listened intently 
as the musicians performed the poignant 
and soulful ballad.  Sophomore Diya Balaji 
reflected, “I loved how the performers 
ironically decided to end the concert by 
singing ‘Hello.’ This song has such profound 
lyrics, and it was definitely a powerful way to 
end a talent-filled concert.” 
 Overall, the concert largely encompassed 
the theme of  change: the change of  
modern music over time and even the 
change of  Tri-M itself  over the years. The 
performances in the Modern Music Concert 
truly fulfilled the Tri-M mission: to give back 
to the school community by spreading a love 
of  music to others.

The Saxophone Quartet performs “Shake it Off” by Taylor Swift.
SARAH SCHILDKRAUT

Q: IF YOU WERE STUCK on an island with 
only one instrument, what would it be?
A: It would be hands down the trumpet. 
Trumpet is “God’s instrument.”

Q: What activities or hobbies do you like to 
do in your free time? 
A: In my free time, I love to play with my 
grandkids and spend time with my wife. 
I love being involved and supporting my 
grandkids. Whenever my grandkids have 
some event, like a hockey game, play, or 
concert, I love to go watch and support 
them. Or just helping my grandson work on 
his trumpet. In the summers, I enjoy going 
to Yankee games and concerts, going to the 
beach, and playing the trumpet in various 
groups.
 
Q: Who or what inspired you to pursue 
music? Is there a particular musician or 
mentor who inspired you?
A: My parents really inspired me to play 
trumpet and were really my mentors. My 
uncle was a professional trumpet player, 

and eventually I aspired to play the trumpet 
as well. They gave me private lessons and 
encouraged me to play the trumpet. Also, I 
had plenty of  amazing teachers who helped 
me and inspired me. My favorite musician 
is Maynard Ferguson, who was a truly great 
and amazing trumpet player.

Q: Why did you choose to teach music? 
What do you enjoy teaching about music?
A: I originally wanted to be a professional 
baseball player, like every kid in my day. On 
the side, I liked music and eventually found 
a path for music. After I went to Edison 
High School (I was always an Edison kid, 
don’t know whether that’s good or bad), I 
continued on to music school and college. 
In 1973, right after I got out of  college, I 
was lucky enough to find a job at Woodrow 
Wilson the year it was opening. There, I 
worked for four years before moving on to 
the my job at JP Stevens.

Q: What is one lesson you hope to instill in 
your students?
A: I hope to instill a love and passion of  
music into them. But beyond that, I always 
tell my students, “Find a job you’ll love, and 
you’ll never work a day in your life.” I have 
seen so many people who just care about the 
money, but you have to truly love your job, 
or you are going to be miserable.

Q: What do you consider as your most 
significant accomplishment as  a band 
director?
A: We have won numerous state 
championships, and many students 
throughout the years have been accepted 
into regions, All-State, and All-Eastern Band. 
But rather than it being about the awards, 
it’s about how we come together and build 
students who really care about music. I hope 
that our students really care about music 
and become good people. As for myself, I 

Musical Mastermind

SARAH SCHILDKRAUT

Mr. DeNicola conducting the band. 

By KRISHNA PATEL, sophomore
have many trophies and plaques—I just got 
a plaque the other day. But I don’t care about 
the awards. My accomplishments have been 
being part of  such an amazing family with 
my children and wife and being part of  such 
an amazing music program.

Q: What is an obstacle that you have had to 
face, particularly in the music industry, and 
how have you overcome it? 
A: I remember, in my first or second year 
teaching music, they were going to cut the 
music programs out. It was over 40 years 
ago and things were different, but there 
were protests and the programs stayed. 
Now, we have expanded so much—we have 
band, orchestra, choir, and guitar. Our music 
program has expanded so much. 
Also, from time to time, I have had health 
problems that I have had to overcome.

Q: Finally, is there any advice you would 
like to give to students wishing to pursue a 
musical career?
A: Be passionate about what you do and, 
just like I said before, go pursue music if  
it makes you happy. The tragic thing is that 
I see incredible musicians—some of  these 
musicians are among the best, first in all-
state—but their parents don’t let them 
pursue music. I hope that students follow 
what they love, and if  that’s music, they 
should follow it.

Looking ahead...Mr. DeNicola looks forward 
to being joined by former Late Show with 
David Letterman trumpeter and JP alum 
Al Chez, who will be working with the 
Marching Band full time this fall. The pair 
goes back to 1977, when Mr. DeNicola first 
met the gifted then-junior in his band class. 
Of  Mr. Chez, Mr. DeNicola remarks, “He 
was clearly a gifted young man and a natural 
at playing the trumpet. As we say in the 
business, he was “a perfect set of  CHOPS.”
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Hrevnak, contd.Trek to Regions

SOHIL MALIK

Guest speakers are each awarded a bouquet of flowers at the JP-hosted 
TEDx conference about feminism.

Ted Talk, contd.

 AT THIS PAST regional tournament, held 
on Saturday, February 27 at Oradell Public 
School, twenty JP OotM teams vied for a 
place in the top three to qualify for States. 
Thirteen teams from JP Stevens placed in 
the top three for each problem. Notable 
achievements were made by three of  the 
problem four teams, which held over 1,000 
pounds each on their structures.  “Waking 
up at 4 a.m. wasn’t easy but all worth it in the 
end. Everyone really did go all out this year 
at Regionals,” said junior Joany Xue. The 13 
JP teams are looking toward further success 
at States this upcoming month.
 Odyssey of  the Mind, however, was 
not always popular at JP Stevens. But as 
evidenced by the recent increase in club 
participation, the club has received a lot 
more recognition, complemented by the 
success of  JP teams at the regional, state, 
and world levels.
 Mrs. Pittenger, a JP Stevens chemistry 
teacher, was an “OMer” from 1989 to 1990. 
Her team participated in problem five, 
which required teams to create a nonverbal 
communication system and navigate 
through obstacles. The budget for all the 
supplies for the solution was $75 as opposed 
to the current $145. Mrs. Pittenger and her 
team proved to be extremely successful as 
they earned third place at World Finals.  
 In 2000, only six JP teams competed in 
the regional tournament, in contrast  to the 
twenty teams that participated this year. Of  
the five problems of  Odyssey of  the Mind, 
JP Stevens’ teams only took part in three. 
Though JP did not perform well in problems 
two and three, the technical and classics 
problems, the three JP teams that competed 
in problem four outperformed other teams 
in the region, building balsa wood structures 
to hold hundreds of  pounds.
  This trend continued until 2004 when JP 
teams succeeded in problems two, three, and 
four. This achievement began the success of  
JP teams in multiple problems. 
 In 2007, New Jersey made a change in the 
qualifying round of  competition. Instead 
of  having a single, statewide qualifying 
tournament to move on to state finals, two 
separate regional tournaments were created, 
eliminating a large amount of  competition 
in the preliminary rounds. From then on, 
JP Stevens teams competed in the Liberty 
Regional Tournament, which encompasses 
the northern region of  New Jersey.
 Last year marked a record number of  JP 
teams that qualified for the World Finals. 
Eight teams competed at Worlds last year, 
and at least one team from each problem 
participated. Last year was also a year of  
success for all eight teams because they all 
ranked eighth or higher. “The success of  
this club is all because of  talented students 
who are self-motivated to be as creative 
as possible,” said coach Mr. Parekkadan. 
“Without them and my executive board, 
Odyssey of  the Mind would not be as 
prosperous as it is now.”
 The number of  members in Odyssey of  
the Mind has skyrocketed in recent years: 
crrently, the club boasts over 100 members 
and over 20 teams. However, the premise 
of  Odyssey of  the Mind has remained 
the same. Teams continue to compete in 
five problems—vehicle, technical, classics, 
structure, and performance—and work hard 
to form creative solutions. Teams work from 
the beginning of  the school year to create 
solutions that are presented in late February 
or early March at Regions. After spending 
so much time with each other, especially for 
teams that have been together for multiple 
years, members become very close to each 
other.  As senior Brian Sun explained, “OM 
has taught me the values of  hard work and 
collaboration. The long hours and frequent 
all-nighters create an unbreakable bond with 
your teammates.” 

stone buildings cycled on screen. 
 Ms. Pawlikowski, the first speaker of  
the night, emphasized the link between 
education and empowerment, paying 
particular attention to the elimination of  
gender stereotypes. She explained, “When 
we talk about empowering women, it’s not 
just about making them strong. Women 
already are strong. It’s about changing the 
perception of  what strength looks like and 
how women’s roles appear.” 
 Justine Johnson, the director of  Cross 
Cultural Centers at the University of  
Scranton, shifted the focus of  the conference 
to address sexual violence in its many forms. 
Discussing her work with Take Back the 
Night, a nonprofit organization dedicated to 
the eradication of  sexual abuse, Ms. Johnson 
explained how hostile environments hinder 
resistance to sexual crimes. She discussed 
women like Malala Yousafzai and Madeleine 
Albright, who resisted social oppression and 
became beacons of  hope for others.
 The next speaker, John Bennett—the 
former Acting Governor of  New Jersey-—
discussed his view on empowerment from 
a political standpoint. He discussed the 
work involved in dismantling legislation that 
favored males. “It’s amazing, in the twenty-
first century, that we had to have such a 
commission,” he related. “We went through 
statutes that would say, a male could do 
this, a female couldn’t do that—we had to 
completely neuter the statutes. We actually 

By KELLY CHEN, sophomore

While he tries to be an influential figure in the 
lives of  his students, he takes consideration 
for the professional well-being of  his 
colleagues and his students to the next step. 
Mr. Hrevnak recalls that a former teacher 
initially piqued his interest recruited him 
to be a building representative within the 
Edison Township Education Association. 
As the Vice President of  the union, he has 
been associated with some of  the finest 
students, colleagues, and administrators a 
teacher could ever meet.
 Mr. Hrevnak explains, “A union is a 
united group in which we have strong, 
good working relationships with upper 
administration, superintendents, principals, 
and vice principals to discuss the needs of  the 
staff  and contractual issues.” As a member, 
he has negotiated three contracts, has been 
an avid speaker at board meetings, and has 
shifted the mentality surrounding the idea 
of  disrespect within the school through a 
discipline committee created to bring about 
a more prevalent sense of  toleration. 
 With the existing health benefits and 
pensions, many members of  the community 
may disagree with the idea of  a union and 
question how a union will help the students. 
On these concerns, Mr. Hrevnak responds, 
“What is good for the teachers is good for 
the students. A person who feels highly 
regarded in the eyes of  the administration 
is going to go above and beyond. They will 
do everything to the best of  their ability and 

had to pass three hundred laws; some of  
them abolished previous laws that were 
outdated.”
 Afterward, another pre-recorded TED 
talk was presented; this time, the presenter, 
Facebook Operating Officer Sheryl 
Sandberg, posited that society inhibits 
ambition in women more than it does in 
men. The topic of  ambition in women 
was expanded upon by Christy Martinez, 
the outreach coordinator for Girls Inc. in 
New York City. She related empowerment 
to feminism, explaining the roots of  the 
philosophy and its goals for the future. On 
the basis that women form the backbone of  

society, Ms. Martinez asserted, “We can all 
be feminists; when you choose to empower 
women, you choose to empower yourself.” 
 Dr. Nimisha Shukla, a pediatrician who 
works in Edison, New Jersey, drew the 
conference to a close by expounding on a 
lack of  emotional empowerment, which 
she views as a large hindrance to female 
leadership. Senior Ketaki Joshi commented, 
“Dr. Shukla did speak about how women 
need to get educated to succeed, but 
her speech focused on the emotional 
empowerment women need. Women need 
to be inspired to step out of  their comfort 
zones to demand equality.”

SOHIL MALIK
Mr. Hrevnak writes on the board as he teaches his mathematics class.

take pride in their job. Personally, I don’t 
consider this to be a job; I enjoy working 
with students everyday.” 
 Mr. Hrevnak’s efforts within and 
outside the school have contributed to the 
development and growth of  numerous 
students. Recognized as a teacher of  
influence by a Presidential Scholar, a Star-
Ledger Scholar, and JP’s “Teacher of  the 
Month” on various occasions, Mr. Hrevnak 
has repeatedly proven that his work does not 
go unnoticed.  With every letter he receives 
and every visit from former students, who 
thank him for his dynamic and stimulating 
words, Mr. Hrevnak is assured that his work 
within both the teachers association and the 
education system has a greater purpose. He 
remarks, “Success depends largely on hard 
work. If  you put in the time and effort, you 
can always be proud of  what you’ve done.” 
Mr. Hrevnak also makes it clear that young 
people are a major component of  his life, 
and he aims to steer them in a direction in 
which they are happy with both themselves 
and all of  the work they have put into 
their lives. Both in and out of  school, Mr. 
Hrevnak is changing the lives of  teachers 
and students  not only by being a vital and 
provocative voice, but also by serving as an 
advocate for rights of  all stakeholders  within 
the education system: the students, the staff, 
and the community to keep the Edison 
school district one of  the best educational 
institutions in New Jersey.

Mr. JPS, contd.
the hosts tested the audience’s knowledge 
with Disney Trivia questions as the 
contestants prepared for the talent round.
 The talent round started with senior 
Anish Soni, or Prince Charming, who 
displayed his abilities by playing the drums 
blindfolded. Junior Chuck Youse, or Prince 
Naveen, displayed his acting and comedy 
skills by parodying a recent Republican 
debate with his friends. Senior Sai Ganagoni, 
or Li Shang, impressed the audience with an 
act featuring glow sticks and a hoverboard. 
Senior contestant Felix Nodarse, or Prince 
Philip, had audience members on the edge 
of  their seats as they watched him perform 
a fly kick over the backs of  five people to 
break a wooden board. 
 After a short intermission, during which 
audience members casted their votes for 
the “Mr. Muscles” award, the talent round 
resumed with senior Matthew Flores, or 
Prince Eric, who incorporated both singing 
and dancing into his performance. Senior 
Vishal Walia, or Simba, took a different turn 
as he performed an original rap to the tune 
of  popular songs. 
 The event finally ended with the most 
anticipated event: the crowning of  Mr. 
JPS. As all 12 contestants lined up on 
stage, Student Council advisor Mr. Baer 
announced the winner after a period of  
suspense: senior Anish Soni. “For me, the 
experience as a whole mattered the most. I 
made a handful of  new friends who I treat 
as family. It was an experience of  a lifetime 
that I will never forget,” explained Anish. 
Other contestants were also awarded titles. 
Felix Nodarse was named “Mr. Muscles,”  
and senior Vijay Anand was awarded “Mr. 
Congeniality.” Meanwhile, seniors Matthew 
Flores and Vishal Walia were crowned “Mr. 
Talent” and “Mr. Charitable,” respectively. 
 Like any other event, Student Council 
members dedicated an incredible amount 
of  time to prepare for the event. “It was 
amazing to watch the sense of  brotherhood 
develop between the contestants as they 
prepared for the show,” president of  the 
Student Council, Kyle Gordon, commented. 
“Their performances, as well as those of  the 
hostesses, were exhilarating, hilarious, and 
stunning. Mr. JPS went better than I ever 
could have imagined.”
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Behind the Scenes with Coaches
By LAUREN TENCZA, senior, 

ERIC LI, sophomore,
 and ALISON PARK, freshman 

 IN BETWEEN coaching JP teams and teaching classes, the head coaches of  the spring 
sports teams have developed a love for sports themselves from high school. Their 
experiences from being a part of  their past sports teams influence the values they instill 
in the athletes they now coach. Realizing the joy from victories and team companionship 
in the face of  failures, the coaches acknowledge the importance of  athletics from an early 
age. In this spring issue, we present to you the secret lives of  our coaches.

 MR. MARZANO has 
been coaching baseball at JP Stevens 

for 21 years and has been serving as the varsity coach for 
15 years, but his affinity for baseball stems back to his 

early childhood. Looking back, he remembers, “I played 
baseball since I was 5 years old. There has never been a year 

in in my life when I was not playing or coaching baseball, and 
I never thought it would take over my life the way it has now.” 
Coach Marzano currently coaches a group of  players who have also 
been involved in baseball since they were children; regarding his close 
relationship with his players, he says, “I am currently coaching a group 
of  boys I’ve coached since they were eight. I’ve really enjoyed watching them 

grow as baseball players and young men.” In addition to coaching baseball, 
Coach Marzano also teaches math at JP Stevens;  he attributes his current 

occupation as a math teacher to his past experience as a substitute 
teacher. During his college breaks, Mr. Marzano would come home 

to substitute teach, and recalls that “some of  the students 
told me I was able to explain the problems in a way they 
could understand. At that point, I decided I wanted to be a 

teacher.” With the double life that Coach Marzano lives 
as a teacher and a coach, his passion for both math 

and baseball drives him to guide both students and 
athletes on their respective 

paths of  growth.

 MS. PETTY, who is returning for 
her sixth year, is the varsity softball coach 

this season. As the 2015 Red Division Coach 
of  the Year, Coach Petty has led a consistently 
competitive team over the past few years. Coach 
Petty has had her own experiences playing softball: 
if  you look in the glass display cases in the lobby, you 
can see that she left her mark on JP playing both softball 
and soccer. As an unstoppable pitcher, Coach Petty led 
the Hawks to the GMC Championship and was named 
to the All Area, County, GMC, State, and Groups for 
‘98-‘99. She was also named the Athlete of  the Year by 
the Star Ledger. Coach Petty comments, “My favorite 
memory is beating Edison High my senior year in 
the GMC finals.” From her time playing as a Hawk, 
she learned “the skills needed to work with others,” 
“ways to handle pressure,” and that “hard work pays 
off.” Coach Petty pushes her own players now so that 
they can also experience the rewards of  hard work. She 

especially credits her softball coach during high school, 
Coach Pete Catenacci, as being an important, positive 

influence on her. Coach Petty states, “I feel very proud to 
be able to coach softball here and follow in his footsteps.”
 One of  the last times JP won the GMCs in softball was 

when Coach Petty was playing for JP. Last year, 
however, JP was seeded number one in the 

county going into the GMCs. Now, Coach 
Petty and her team look to bring the 

GMC title back to JP again.

  MRS. SAVULICH, unlike most other golf  
players, is left handed, which is one of  the reasons 

why she never learned how to play golf  until her forties. 
Not until her kids were in school did Coach Savulich decide 

to finally learn—and from a professional, too. Coach Savulich’s 
teacher was able to switch her from playing with her left hand to playing 

with her right. Though golf  is not the most physically active sport, Coach 
Savulich describes it as a “lifetime sport.” Playing just nine holes of  golf  
takes approximately two hours; however, this time commitment does not deter 
her team. Golf  practices are composed of  a mix of  the driving range, classroom 
work, and practice on the course; players are responsible for finding time on 
their own to practice in their backyard if  they don’t play during practice. The 
classroom work is used to help teach the complex rules of  golf  to the players. 
Coach Savulich emphasizes this importance, admitting that sometimes “learning 
the rules are as difficult as driving, putting, and chipping.” Golf  is based 
on an honor system, which is one of  the reasons why Coach Savulich 
is so adamant on good character. Though golf  is a very easy sport 

to cheat in, the JP golf  team plays the game “with honor 
and integrity,” delivering performances 

that truly represent JP Stevens.

 MR. SITER is a coach who knows 
the game of  lacrosse inside out, just as he 

knows the mindsets of  typical phys ed students. 
Now in his tenth year as head coach of  the boys lacrosse 
program, he is aware that there is more to coaching a lacrosse 

team than what meets the eye. At its most rudimentary level, 
lacrosse is a game of  catching and throwing, and Coach Siter is not 
embarrassed to reveal that both are integral aspects of  training; yet, 
what often goes unnoticed is the cooperation between the coach and 
the players as they develop a defense scheme for each game. Coach Siter 
remarks, “We work on preparing our defense as a group and matching 

their best defender on their best attack.” He also notes that this 
teamwork-centric method carries over to the phys ed classes that he 

teaches, stating that “teaching phys ed and coaching are similar because 
you need teamwork and cooperation to be successful in both.” As a 

coach, Mr. Siter has a close, positive relationship with his players and 
recognizes this relationship as a redeeming quality of  the lacrosse 

program. He comments that “most players who play for 
the program and graduate keep in touch [with 

him].” Evidently, Coach Siter’s emphasis 
on teamwork in the gym and on 

the field molds strong lacrosse 
players into a formidable team. 
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 AT EACH of  the 10 banquets I have attended, all 
of  the coaches and captains take the time to thank 

Trainer Wojcik, nicknamed Twoj, for taking care of  
athletes throughout their seasons. No matter what sport 

is being played, Twoj is sure to come running to the rescue 
if  any player is injured. Throughout high school, Twoj knew 

she wanted to become an athletic trainer, remarking, “I would 
work with my Athletic Trainer during study hall and after 

school.” Twoj played basketball and softball in high school and 
would help her trainer until she had to go to practice. 

 Twoj was also inspired by her father, a varsity softball coach, who 
coached her until high school and taught her valuable lessons she uses 
today. She comments that perhaps the most powerful lesson she remem-
bers is, “quitting is never an option and there are always ways to get bet-
ter.” Now, Twoj follows in the footsteps of  her mentors, helping JP athletes 
with more than just injuries. She continues to play both softball and basketball, 
pursuing her passions while serving as a role model and friend to athletes.

 A PREVIOUS high school 
runner himself, Mr. Riggi is 

excited to coach the spring track team for a 
second year. Coach Riggi has been running his whole life, 

but it was not until his math teacher convinced him to try out for his high 
school team that he started to race. A self-professed “sprinter at heart,” Coach Riggi ran the 100 

and 200 meter events and especially favored the 200, finding a certain thrill in racing as fast as he could. An active member of  the JP sports community, Coach 
Riggi can also be seen with the football players during the fall. He acknowledges the two sports’ contrasting team elements, explaining, “When you’re on the track and 

the gun goes off, it’s you versus them. We cheer them on as they run but can’t physically help them. In football, each player has a physical impact on every play.” As 
Coach Riggi points out, despite the formation of  track teams, track is essentially an individual sport. Standing alone on the starting line and finishing alone through the 

end for your team can be utterly nerve-racking. And this mental battle, Coach Riggi says, is the true test of  a successful runner. Racing is more than a way to measure 
how fit or athletic someone is—racing also  reveals whether runners are mentally capable of  pushing themselves to their fullest potentials. To the nervous runners 

out there hoping to “PR,” or set a personal record this season, Coach Riggi has a few words of  advice: “There is always someone who is going to be faster 
or stronger than you are. Never stop competing, whether it’s against an opponent, 

the clock, or yourself. You can get faster!”

MS. FREEMAN is returning as the varsity coach for girls 
lacrosse this year. Though she has the challenging task 

of  shaping up the players, it is clear Coach Freeman is ready 
for any challenge. A four-year varsity basketball player, Coach 

Freeman knows what it takes to play on the varsity level and 
experience success.  In fact, during her senior year of  high school, 

her team won the county championship. Above all else, Coach Freeman 
acknowledges being on the basketball team has taught her that “with hard 

work, dedication, and great leadership, anything is possible.” Her coach, 
Mary Klinger, had a strong, positive influence on her as a player and now, as 
a coach. “Coach Klinger was so hard on me,” Coach Freeman recalls, and she 
“pushed me beyond my limits.” This toughness allowed her to develop the 
skills she needed to continue playing basketball at Montclair State University 
and become coach here at JP. Her experience at high school has made her into 
the great leader JP lacrosse needs this year to improve its record from last year.
Aside from basketball, Coach Freeman also reveals that during high school, 
“you could find [her] shopping for Free People clothing, relaxing on the 
beach, or hanging out with friends.” Years later, she remarks that not 
much has changed, as she continues to participate in all of  these activities. 

Additionally, although she is no longer on a basketball team, she is “always 
up for a pickup game in the park” when the weather permits. Along 

with her old interests, her new favorite hobby is spinning, a cycling 
exercise class that she enthusiastically invites everyone to try.

 MR. WHITE has an extensive history with the JP Stevens’ 
athletics programs: so far, he has coached at JP for 13 years, 
first starting as the JV coach under Coach Savulich for both 
boys and girls volleyball before becoming the boys varsity coach 
in 2013 and the girls varsity coach in 2014. In addition, Coach 
White has also been involved in the winter track, basketball, 
and bowling programs; however, coaching volleyball has always 
been his forté. Although Coach White never played volleyball in 
high school because Edison High School lacked a volleyball 

program before 2000, he fell in love with the sport when 
he first began to coach it. His first season as a JV coach 
was one that inspired him to continue with the sport: as 
he recalls, “My JV team finished well over .500, and 

overall, it was a good experience.” Even though he 
possesses 13 years of  coaching experience, Coach 

White remarks he still feels a lot of  pressure 
sometimes as a coach, a feeling that isn’t easily 

seen from a spectator’s point of  view. He 
advises, “It’s only human to feel a little anxiety when 

the game gets tight. I just try to keep moving forward, 
and that helps me get past those situations.”

 WHEN MRS. PISANO attended high school, the only sports 
open for girls were cheerleading and tennis. Growing up in a neigh-

borhood where kids hit tennis balls against walls for fun, Coach Pisano 
soon developed a love for athletics, eventually picking up a racket and learn-
ing how to play tennis. Coach Pisano played throughout high school and then in 
college at Montclair State. When asked why she finds tennis appealing, she laughs, 
“There is no ‘clock’ telling you the game is over!” Beyond this reason, Coach 
Pisano notes that all players have the opportunity to win, even if  it takes hours to 
complete the game to achieve that goal. The fact that the scoring in tennis does not 

depend on the time makes “comebacks” even more likely and possible. If  players 
believe they can win and push themselves, a losing match can often be turned into 
a winning match. Coach Pisano recognizes that tennis can be “more of  a mental 

game than a physical one” and tries to instill this logic in her players by emphasizing 
the importance of  staying focused during a match. To prepare her players so they 

remain comfortable under pressure, Coach Pisano organizes practice in match-like 
situations. While the first 20-30 minutes consist of  conditioning, the last hour is 

used for set play, where players play challenge matches. These matches, though 
difficult, help players get used to the nerves that they will potentially 

experience in future competitions. Throughout tough practices and rig-
orous matches, Coach Pisano has molded hundreds of  technically 

skilled tennis players into self-driven, mentally tough cham-
pions. Coach Pisano comments that players not only 

need to be skilled at the sport to be success-
ful, but also “mentally tough make 

it to the top.”
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By KAPIL JAIN, senior

 ON JANUARY 24, the matchup for one 
of  the most anticipated events in the world 
was set: the Denver Broncos versus the 
Carolina Panthers. Heading into the Super 
Bowl, the Panthers possessed one of  the 
most explosive offenses in the league and a 
strong defense led by star cornerback Josh 
Norman; on the other hand, the Broncos 
showcased a stout defense led by their pass 
rushers, Demarcus Ware and Von Miller. 
Each team entered the game ready to make 
history. The Broncos were looking for their 
third Super Bowl victory to make up for 
their embarrassing loss to the Seahawks two 
years ago, while the Panthers were looking 
for their first ever Super Bowl victory. 
    The Broncos started off  the Super Bowl 
strong by scoring a touchdown on their first 
drive and holding the Panthers scoreless 
in the first quarter. After a slow start, the 
Panthers scored their first touchdown and 
trimmed the Broncos’ lead. The Broncos 
held a slight advantage of  13-7 heading 
into the halftime, and in the second half, 
the Panthers’ outlook seemed bleak; the 
Broncos’ defense stopped Cam Newton 
and the Panthers’ offense from scoring any 
touchdowns while their offense remained 
efficient. Von Miller secured the Super Bowl 
victory for the Broncos by strip sacking 
Cam Newton with the final score 24-10, 
and Peyton Manning finished 13 for 23 

for 141 yards. Cam Newton was unable to 
throw his passes accurately, which resulted 
in one interception and two costly fumbles. 
Von Miller eventually received the MVP 
for his magnificent performance, finishing 
with 2.5 sacks and two forced fumbles that 
resulted in two touchdowns for the Broncos. 
 For some people, the most entertaining 
portion of  the game was neither the 
touchdowns nor multiple sacks, but rather 
the halftime show. Coldplay opened the 
show with their classic “Viva la Vida” that 
immediately put the rowdy audience in 
an awe. The band was shortly joined by 
Beyoncé, who “slayed” her performance of  
her new song “Formation” with an outfit 
that was a tribute to Michael Jackson, and by 
Bruno Mars for an upbeat rendition of  his 
song “Uptown Funk.” With jaw dropping 
performances, the halftime show may have 
been the only thing keeping Panthers fans 
from walking away from their televisions. 
 Although the Panthers suffered a painful 
defeat, there is no question they will be 
back stronger next year. The Broncos, on 
the other hand,  are heading in a different 
direction. After the retirement of  their 
star quarterback Peyton Manning, they 
must revamp the game plan that they 
have adopted for the past four years. With 
experimentation to do with the quarterback 
position, the Broncos will return as a new 
team next year for another round of  the 
battle to the Super Bowl. 

 KNOWN FOR THEIR wisdom, dedication, 
and creative lesson plans, the teachers of  JP 
Stevens have also been involved in a myriad 
of  sports, ranging from equestrian to field 
hockey to soccer. Although some have 
continued their sport, while others have 
regretfully left sports practices in their pasts, 
the joys of  playing sports all left an indelible 
mark on our teachers. 

MRS. DARRAH: 
 Not only is Mrs. Darrah known for her 
interesting biology and anatomy classes, 
but she is also very passionate about one 
particular sport: equestrian. Ever since 
she was a little girl, Mrs. Darrah has been 
mesmerized by the behavior of  horses; 
she trained with different experts early on, 
waking up early to take care of  and develop 
a strong connection with her beloved horses. 
When asked how equestrian has changed 
her life, Mrs. Darrah remarked, “Through 
horsemanship, I learned how to care for a 
very large animal, develop enough trust with 
it to ride on its back, train it to respond to 
my aids, and cultivate a deep compassion for 
all living things.” Mrs. Darrah carried on her 
lifelong passion throughout her middle and 
high school years. When Mrs. Darrah was 
17 years old, she attended a riding school in 
Vermont to improve as a horseback rider. 
“It was just like boot camp with horses,” 
she said. Every morning, she woke up at 5 
a.m. to feed the horses and clean their stalls 
before she ate breakfast. Later, she would 
ride the horses for about four hours before 
returning to take care of  them again. Mrs. 
Darrah continued her passion in college, but 
only for fun; however, about two years ago, 
Mrs. Darrah won the state championship 
in her division and has continued riding 
competitively ever since.

MS. BILOHOLOWSKI:
 When Ms. Biloholowski is not in the 
science lab handling chemicals, she is 
outdoors coaching and playing the sports 
she loves: track, soccer, and softball. Even 
though Ms. Biloholowski currently coaches 

By ROHAN ROY, junior,
and JIGISHA MAVANI, freshman

the JP girls junior varsity soccer team, she 
began her athletic career with softball 
and ascribes her excellence on the softball 
diamond to her father, stating, “He got my 
sisters and I into playing the sport and was 
the first coach I knew.” Despite her success 
in softball, however, soccer held a special 
place in her heart. In fact, after high school, 
she received an offer to play soccer at Cedar 
Crest College in Pennsylvania. After three 
years of  collegiate soccer, she endured a 
major injury to her nose, which required total 
reconstructive surgery the following week. 
Despite this obstacle, Ms. Biloholowski 
continued to persevere. 
She credits her father 
as her primary influence 
and motivator who 
“coached [her] from 
a very young 
age through 
all sports and 
who still 
coaches [her] 
today.” She 
l augh ing l y 
notes, “Whenever I run 
a half  marathon or road 
race, he gives me advice 
to push myself, and 
I’ve started placing 
in these races. He 
has shaped me into 
the coach I am today. 
He even coaches me on how I 
coach.”

MRS. INGLE:
 Mrs. Ingle is well known for her math skills 
and new baby, but her successful athletic 
career is not as widely acknowledged. Even 
though Mrs. Ingle was on the basketball 
and lacrosse teams at East Brunswick High 
School, her true talent lies in field hockey. 
Unlike many other athletes who started 
playing their sports at a very young age, Mrs. 
Ingle began playing field hockey during her 
freshman year of  high school after a field 
hockey coach approached her in eighth 
grade. Mrs. Ingle recalls, “She asked me if  
I’d be interested in playing field hockey in 
the fall, and I told her I had no idea what 

Super Bowl’s 50th Birthday 

field hockey was.” Despite her ignorance, 
Mrs. Ingle quickly “fell in love with the 
sport” and excelled throughout high school 
as a four-year varsity player and two-year 
captain. She reminisces about the GMC 
championship game against South Plainfield 
in her senior year, during which after going 
into overtime, she scored the winning goal 
for her high school. “It was a great way to 
end my high school career,” she comments. 
“I’ll always be thankful to my high school 
coach for approaching me that day on the 

basketball court.” Her field hockey skills 
earned her a spot on the National 

Indoor Field Hockey team in   2007, 
but she never got a chance to 
be on the traveling team. After 

high school, 
Mrs. Ingle 
a c c e p t e d 
an athletic 
scholarship 

at the 
University 

of  Delaware 
for her first year 

and Monmouth 
University for the 
remaining three.

MRS. PITTENGER: 
 A commended 
science teacher 

and the current 
Teacher of  the 

Year, Mrs. Pittenger 
was quite an athlete in her school days. She 
was involved in many sports throughout the 
years, such as soccer and softball. At the 
age of  seven, she started to pursue soccer 
seriously, eventually becoming the captain 
of  the JP Stevens girls soccer team. Looking 
back, Mrs. Pittenger feels thankful for the 
enlightening advice that her coaches and 
teachers gave her, and especially recalls her 
coaches telling her to “enjoy the sport and 
put her heart into it.” This advice pushed 
her through practices and tournaments; 
Mrs. Pittenger notes that her drive was an 
instrumental factor in her eventual selection 
as team captain. Though Mrs. Pittenger 
now no longer plays soccer or softball, she 

 WHEN JP STEVENS first opened its doors 
in 1965, a rivalry erupted between “the new 
kid on the block” and Edison High School, 
which opened 10 years earlier. As JP Stevens’ 
athletic program expanded, the competition 
grew. Mr. McCarthy, a former JP basketball 
player, comments that the competition 
between the two schools is just as fierce and 
intense as it was in his day.
 The impassioned nature of  the rivalry is 
visible during games. According to Coach 
Canova, the head coach of  boys golf, during 
the matches, the players’ focus is on the 
game and how to win. Both teams practice 
diligently to gain the experience advantage 
over the other. However, as representatives 
of  JP, the team is expected to exhibit stellar 
sports etiquette and sportsmanship, despite 
the match outcome. 
 A much more intense rivalry exists 
between the two schools’ softball programs. 
Senior captain Gabriela Young states that 
“[Edison is] always going to be across town. 
It’s always going to be a constant competition 
between our teams.” For good luck, the 
girls each eat a bag of  jelly beans, known as 
“magic” beans, before the big game. Last 
year, the ritual proved successful, for the JP 
girls softball team defeated the highly ranked 
Edison team. The competitive spirit also 
resides within the coaches; Coach Holborow 
asserts that her team “doesn’t lose to Edison 

greatly enjoys watching her sons, sister, and 
cousins play. Reflecting on her involvement 
in sports, Mrs. Pittenger remarks that she 
wishes she had tried archery, a sport she 
looks to explore in the future.
  
MS. MATEYKA: 
 Ms. Mateyka, an English teacher, 
remembers the days in her childhood that 
were filled with the exhilaration of  soccer 
and basketball. Now, the one thing she 
recalls most is one particular piece of  advice 
she received as a player: “Don’t be afraid 
to play with the big kids.” She feels that 
playing with older children helped her learn 
new techniques and strategies, especially in 
soccer, because they had more experience. 
Ms. Mateyka noted that she enjoyed soccer 
more than basketball because she was better 
at maneuvering on the field. Nevertheless, 
she put forth her best and enjoyed every 
moment on the court. During her time 
playing basketball, Ms. Mateyka remembers 
feeling accomplished and proud because she 
knew that the experience of  simply playing 
was worth the hours and effort she put in.  
Now, Ms. Mateyka wishes that she had tried 
rugby, and hopefully she will in the future.

MR. ANDREUZZI: 
 Mr. Andreuzzi has had quite the history 
with sports. Growing up in Perth Amboy 
and attending Saint Joseph High School, he 
found success in playing baseball and even 
earned a “Most Improved Player” award. 
Mr. Andreuzzi especially admired Roger 
Maris, an American professional baseball 
player who played right field on four 
Major League Baseball teams. When Mr. 
Andreuzzi  entered middle school, he began 
to seriously pursue basketball, playing with 
the Catholic Youth Organization. During 
this time, Mr. Andreuzzi learned new skills 
by playing against people from different 
schools and formed close relations with his 
team members. Since his team was small 
both physically and in number, the team 
often faced difficult competitors. Today, 
Mr. Andreuzzi remembers that having 
fun, working as a team, and playing well all 
inspired him to compete effectively in both 
baseball and basketball. 

Hawks vs. Eagles
High, ever. It’s not an option.” Despite 
the competition, she enjoys watching her 
inexperienced players strengthen their skill 
set and turn into veterans of  their sport by 
the end of  the season.
 The rivalry is as intense in girls lacrosse 
as it is in softball. In 2014, the Hawks 
defeated the Eagles. Last year, emotions 
ran twice as high as Edison returned for 
redemption. During practices, the team 
continually drilled to strengthen their basic 
skill set. Their efforts were not in vain, for 
JP brought home another win. Despite the 
intensity of  the rivalry, both teams remain 
respectful toward the other.
 The rivalry also fosters a nurturing 
environment for younger players. Coach 
Pisano states that the tennis team’s winning 
streak against Edison High since 1996 has 
pushed “younger kids in the middle schools 
to do better,” in hopes of  joining the team.    
With motivated young athletes coming up, 
the Hawks will undoubtedly continue their 
competitive spirit against the Eagles.  

Flashback Friday: A Look Back on Childhood Sports

By JENNA YAN, freshman
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Athlete Reflections: Reminiscing and Remembering

By FARHAN PATEL, senior

 JP STEVENS has cultivated a tremendously 
prestigious athletic program over the past 
few years. The secrets to this success can 
mostly be attributed to our exceptional 
athletes and coaches. As some of  our best 
competitors graduate this year, we asked 
some of  them to reflect on their four-year 
experiences.

1. QUESTION: What is your single most 
favorite moment, on or off  the field, playing 
the sport the past few years?

ZOEB MOHAMMEDSHAH (Boys Track and 
Cross Country): My favorite moment was my 
first race of  my junior year season, when I 
placed in the top 25, and we placed top 3 
as a team. [The win] really gave us a lot of  
momentum heading into the season.

LAUREN TENCZA (Girls Basketball, Soccer, and 
Lacrosse): My favorite moment was when I 
scored four goals in a row against Edison 
High. Their faces were priceless.

GOKUL MURUGESAN (Boys Tennis): The most 
memorable moment was winning counties 
for the third year in a row last year and 
my first year as a captain. We pretty much 
dominated the competition, and the win was 
also a stepping stone [for us] becoming more 
noticed throughout the state. At the end of  
the season, we broke the school record by 
ranking fifth in the state.

2. QUESTION: Do you feel that you’ve 
worked hard enough, grinding all day every 
day, to improve individually as an athlete 
the past few years? If  you could train again, 
would you change anything?

LAUREN TENCZA: I always put forth my best 
effort during the preseason and practices 
and  pushed myself  when we ran around 
the school for half  an hour working on our 
skills. The only thing I would change is that 
I would have brought hand warmers for our 
runs. I’ll definitely be doing that this season!
GOKUL MURUGESAN: I definitely feel that I 

have put in a lot of  hard work, but like any 
other athlete, I feel that there is always room 
for improvement and changes. If  I could 
train again, I would probably make sure I 
spent more time on my fitness and physical 
conditioning and make a few adjustments to 
my game. Both of  these would have helped 
me stay more consistent with my results over 
a longer period of  time.

AARON JOHN (Boys Track and 
Cross Country): It really has 
to depend on 
the day. There 
are some days 
when I 
train in school 
and out there 
are some when 
I don’t at all. But 
in general, I 
believe I have 
worked hard 
e n o u g h , 
and it’s thanks 
to that hard work that I am where 
I am today. Talent can only take 
you so far; hard work is what takes 
you to the next level. If  I could 
train again, I definitely would 
make some changes, changes 
I’ve learned and constantly 
am learning by observing 
my competitors. Overall, 
though, there’s no perfect 
way to train—it’s something 
that changes everyday.

3. QUESTION: What have you 
learned about teamwork, 
trust, and/or friendship while competing 
with your peers?

ZOEB MOHAMMEDSHAH: Cross country 
is actually almost entirely a team sport, 
especially for this team. Through our hard 
work and dedication, day in and day out, 
the team has become like a second family 
to me. When you run a whole race in a 
torrential downpour with everyone slipping 
and sliding, you can’t help but become close 

friends. And yes, teamwork is crucial. We 
know that to succeed each of  us has to play 
his part. Each of  us has to contribute.

LAUREN TENCZA: I’ve learned you always 
need to put the team before yourself, even 
with things as simple as coming to practice 
on time. It’s not about how many goals you 
score, but how many the team scores.

GOKUL MURUGESAN: High 
school tennis has taught me 

that when you’re on 
a team of  any 
kind, everyone 

is equally 
important. 

Even if  only 
one person 

doesn’t do his 
part, the team’s 

chances of  
success can 
be lowered 

significantly. 
Such occasion accentuates the 

importance of  being friends with 
teammates. All the people on the 
team are very good friends, and 
anytime a match isn’t going well 
for someone, the rest of  the team 
comes to cheer him on. Before 
high school, I had never been a 
part of  a “tennis team.” I have 

always had to motivate myself  
to do better, but on the team, 
it felt good to know that there 
were people supporting you.  

AARON JOHN: Even though 
track is seen as an individual sport, it’s also 
primarily a team sport. Every day when 
you train, you use each other to get better, 
working off  each other’s hard work to get 
better yourself. But with that said, running 
helps build bonds that work outside of  
the track and inside the classroom. I like 
to believe that over the past four years I’ve 
spent running with my teammates Zoeb and 
Aneesh, we’ve learned a lot of  new things 
about each other. 

 WE SEE PLAYERS score baskets, goals, and 
touchdowns. We see the hype on the field 
as players battle it out for their school’s 
pride and honor. We see fans in the stadium 
cheering for their schools, friends, and teams. 
But, what we don’t ever see are the blood, 
sweat, and tears of  athletes behind the 
scenes when they train. If  we look beyond 
their performances, it is clear these athletes 
exhibit a dedication for their sport(s) that 
drive them to practice hard on a daily basis. 
 From lifting weights to running on the 
track, JP Stevens athletes train in a variety 
of  ways to condition themselves in their 
respective sports. Varsity soccer player and 
captain, Anthony Castelo (12), comments, 
“Our team consistently works hard in 
practice during the off  season and looks to 
build team chemistry during our captains’ 
practices.” The boys soccer team participates 
in a paid training program called AP2T once 
a week and holds running sessions twice a 
week during the summer. On Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, they challenge each other in 
scrimmages and get to know one another 
better. Through the 7v7 league in Rahway, 
the boys  prepared for the real season by 
competing at a high level in tournaments in 
North Brunswick and Toms River.
 Similarly, the basketball team also conducts 
workout sessions in the summer off  season, 
including weight room sessions and game-
like drills. From improving their handles to 

By RISHABH KAPOOR, junior

making their jump shots consistent, the team 
puts in 110% to become a contender in the 
GMCs. Alex Corrigan (12) states, “You need 
to put in the hours at practice, weight room, 
and scrimmages. It’s where you improve and 
build team camaraderie at the same time.” 
He continues, “By taking thousands of  
shots from various spots during practice, I 
have been able to better my form and have 
been able to contribute to my team much 
more.” His time and dedication to the sport 
have made him one of  the leading 3-point 
shooters in the GMC district. 
 During the spring season, the boys 
volleyball team heads to work by attending 
practices on a daily basis. Through hitting and 
passing drills, the team tries to perfect their 
form and develop strong team chemistry; 
Shivum Mehta (12), the team’s starting 
libero, explains, “Our rigorous passing drills 
and hitting lines have shaped our team into 
a fundamentally sound group of  guys. We 
have become a force in our division mainly 
because we give our everything in practice.” 
This work ethic has molded them into one 
of  the top volleyball teams in New Jersey.
 JP athletes live by the motto, “Work, No 
Words.” In the summer, they come back to 
school to build their endurance. Motivated 
by their teammates and coaches, the players 
fight against the voices inside their heads that 
tell them to give up pushing past their limits. 
The effort these athletes put in evinces the 
passion they have to represent JP and their 
team in the best way possible.

4. QUESTION: Lastly, is there anything 
you would like to say to the JP athletics 
department after being such an integral part 
of  it for so long?

ZOEB MOHAMMEDSHAH: I just want to say 
thank you for giving me an opportunity 
to be a part of  the program. You made 
everything the cross country and track 
teams do possible. It’s been an honor to run 
for JP Stevens, and I’m never going to forget 
these experiences.

LAUREN TENCZA: Mainly, I’d like to thank 
all of  the coaches who have taught me 
dedication and hard work through their own 
examples—I’m really going to miss them. 
And also, thank you to Twoj for taking care 
of  every athlete each season.

GOKUL MURUGESAN: I would like to thank 
the athletics department for supporting the 
team during the big matches and Ms. Pisano 
for being a great coach and always having 
our backs in tough situations. She’s strict, 
but that definitely helps the team become 
more disciplined and focused when it needs 
to be.

KEVIN ZHAO (Boys Volleyball): As a part of  
the JP Athletics Department for the past 
four years, I am extremely appreciative 
and grateful for what it has offered for me. 
I would like to thank my three coaches: 
Coach White, Coach McCarthy, and Coach 
Cantalupo, for being with me for the past 
four years and for believing in me. I would 
also like to thank Ms. McKean, Ms. Steinhoff, 
and Ms. Wojcik, for being the people who 
ran all of  these programs behind the scenes. 
I really could not have asked for more.

 Thank you, seniors, for your hard work 
and continued dedication to the sports at our 
school. Though the records you have set will 
remain here as examples of  your excellence, 
the memories you have made with your team 
will always remain with you, as reminders of  
the feats you have accomplished, the lessons 
you have learned, and the friendships you 
have created.

By ADARSSH NAGARAJAN, junior

Virtual World of  SportsTraining for the Win 
 IN THE LATER part of  the 1950s, an 
Oakland businessman named Wilfred 
Winkenbach created a game for golf  that was 
based off  the concept of  picking players and 
running a contest based on their statistics 
for that current year. Although he didn’t 
know it at the time, Winkenbach’s creation 
was the first fantasy sport in the United 
States, and as decades passed, fantasy sports 
started gaining credence as a viable business 
venture. The new industry continued to 
grow throughout the first decade of  the 21st 
century; it eventually blossomed into a $1.5 
billion industry and managed to earn well-
deserved respect from the major leagues. In 
2010, the NFL created its own fantasy league, 
one that was, and still remains, the most 
popular fantasy sport in history. In 2014 and 
2015, companies including DraftKings and 
FanDuel created daily fantasy sports, which 
are similar to other fantasy sports; however, 
instead of  one whole season, the timeframe 
is as short as one week or even one day. As 
of  now, the fantasy sports industry is worth 
$26 billion and is still rapidly increasing each 
year, with Forbes predicting a 41% increase 
each year until 2020. 
 Within the JP Stevens population, many 
students and teachers play fantasy sports, 
with the majority following fantasy football. 
Playing fantasy football has many advantages, 
particularly social ones. For instance, Ravi 
Patel (10) emphasizes this advantage, 

claiming, “Playing fantasy football with 
my friends is great. I get to compete with 
them, which stimulates some interesting 
talks at lunch. I feel like I’ve gotten closer 
with my friends because of  fantasy football.” 
While fantasy football is a great way of  
strengthening your relationship with your 
friends, competing with your friends also 
leaves one goal in mind: victory. Neil 
Gayam (11) also understands this mindset 
well, explaining, “Sure, it’s fun to play with 
friends, but the real prize is bragging rights 
within your friend circle. If  you win, you 
can rub your victory in their faces forever.” 
Evidently, students provide many reasons 
for liking fantasy sports, but what reasons 
do teachers provide? 
 For people who are older than 21, 
DraftKings and FanDuel have competitions 
that include appealing monetary incentives, 
with buy-ins ranging from $1 to $100 to 
provide another way of  competing. As it 
turns out, some teachers in JP Stevens also 
play fantasy football, one of  whom is a world 
history teacher, Mrs. Brandstetter. She is a 
casual player and points out that this game 
offers a sort of  escape from the tensions 
of  her teaching job, stating, “Teachers are 
humans, too, and playing fantasy football 
is pretty cool because I get to relax and 
compete with complete strangers.” Because 
of  the entertainment, money, and sense of  
leadership and authority they can provide, 
fantasy sports have become increasingly 
popular since their inception in 2000. 
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