
By GRACE WU, junior

NHS Honors New Members

A Classic
By SAMIKA PARAB, senior

 HARPER LEE’S To Kill a Mockingbird is 
a piece familiar to the vast majority of  JP 
students who have had the opportunity 
to read the classic in their English classes. 
Now, thanks to JP’s Theatre Company, 
Scout, Jem, and Atticus Finch are no 
longer just names on a page—they have 
been brought to life through this year’s fall 
production of  To Kill a Mockingbird. From 

A Sea of  Talent

AARUSHI GOVIL

Seniors Macauley Pinto and Matthew Flores cover “Sorry” by Justin Bieber at the 2015 JPS Got Talent Show.

 ON THE NIGHT OF JPS Got Talent, a huge 
crowd gathered in the school auditorium 
to watch eleven acts that featured diverse 
and impressive talents from students of  all 
grades. To accompany the night’s “Gone to 
Sea” theme, the Student Council decorated 
the stage with various pictures of  treasure 
maps, ship anchors, and pirate flags. To add 
to the effect, senior hosts Chris Ferranti 
and Felix Nodarse roused the crowd with a 
barrage of  jokes and stories, encouraging the 
audience to chant “JPS” and “SpongeBob 
Squarepants” according to the theme.  
 After the hosts opened the night with 

Junior Rutvik Ashtikar and sophomore Diane Cervelli as Atticus and Scout 
Finch, respectively.

 HUNDREDS OF proud parents and 
students gathered to celebrate the 
prestigious accomplishments and hard work 
of  181 National Honor Society inductees. 
The Edison Board of  Education, JP Stevens 
administration, and NHS Executive Board 
commemorated the services that these 
students have provided for their community 

at the NHS induction ceremony held on 
November 24. From a pool of  hundreds of  
applicants, these students were welcomed 
into the National Honor Society for their 
demonstration of  strong leadership skills, 
character, and service for their community. “A 
lot of  preparation was put in for inductions, 
and I’m really happy it was a success,” said 
senior Esha Lalla, Vice President of  NHS, 
“Standing up there with the rest of  the NHS 

an introductory video, senior Gabriela 
Abarquez began the program with an 
impressive and romantic vocal cover. 
Following her performance, senior Anuj 
Patel performed a traditional solo on the 
tabla. Later, an energetic dance troupe 
featuring juniors Abhishek Aravind, Rutvik 
Ashtikar, and Bhavin Jani, took the stage. 
The trio performed an upbeat synchronized 
dance routine to a medley of  songs of  
different cultures. Sophomore Tina Luo 
observed, “After attending my first talent 
show and witnessing the diversity of  these 
acts, I have now developed an interest in 
participating in next year’s talent show.”
 Next, senior Ritesh Trikha took the stage 

to present a magic trick that entertained 
and impressed the audience. After asking a 
volunteer to choose a card from his deck, he 
stunned the audience by taking off  his jacket 
and revealing that the card’s identity was 
already written on his arm. 
 Sophomore Tajira Harmon, freshman 
Shruti Venkat, and seniors Matt Flores and 
Macauley Pinto each followed by serenading 
the crowd with popular, emotional love 
songs, such as “Someone Like You” and 
“Fix You.” Their performances contributed 
to a strong conclusion of  the first segment 
of  the show before the intermission 

JOANY XUE

See TALENT, page 10

By APRIL WANG, freshman

Dancing to 
the BEAT

 NEON LIGHTS beamed from one end 
of  the cafeteria to the other as a variety 
of  music—from Korean pop songs to JP 
Stevens’ own marching band selections—
pulled attendees to the dance floor. The 
event was meticulously planned by the 
Band Enthusiasts Acting Together (BEAT), 
a club that organizes band-related events 
and helps members build leadership skills. 
But Bandboozle was not only a social for 
the school band; it was also the BEAT’s 
annual fundraiser for the VH1 Save the 
Music Foundation. The event is dedicated 
to funding music education in other, less 
privileged school districts. Freshman Syna 
Tsai reflected favorably on the event, stating, 
“Bandboozle was enticing, enjoyable, and 
entertaining. It gave me a chance to spend 
time with friends and support a cause 
important to future band programs.”
 Many hours of  preparation and planning 
made Bandboozle a successful after-school 

By GRACE WANG, sophomore
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executive board, administrators, and some 
BOE members while delivering a speech 
to the new inductees definitely was a great 
experience that I won’t forget.” 
 The ceremony kicked off  with a 
procession led by the six NHS board 
members: Samantha Thiagaram, Esha Lalla, 
Nitya Iyer, Lauren Kim, Marissa Patel, and 
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 SELF-IMAGE, as a concept, elicits a variety 
of  images: people with eating disorders 
wasting away from anorexia, looking in the 
mirror, unsettled by the reflection staring 
back, burdened by societal expectations of  
beauty. Yet when we make these associations, 
we often do not think of  all people; rather, 
we mainly picture adolescent girls and young 
women. Today, popular culture focuses 
on improving the confidence of  young 
women with inspirational songs, such as 
Meghan Trainor’s “All About That Bass,” 
and challenging traditional beauty norms by 
including women 
of  all body types 
in advertisements. 
Seldom does 
popular culture  
cover the self-
image issues of  
males. The idea 
that males too can 
struggle with eating 
disorders is virtually 
nonexistent. This 
exclusion of  men 
from body image 
discussions is 
unreasonable; self-
image problems 
are universal, and 
society must play its 
part in bringing male 
self-esteem issues to 
the forefront as well.  
 The sexualization 
of  women has led 
to an emphasis 
on self-image issues among women and a 
glaring lack of  such recognition of  these 
issue in males. While acknowledgement of  
male self-image issues is minimal at best, 
there is widespread evidence to show that 
these issues are anything but insignificant. 
According to a Today/AOL Body Image 
survey, around 53% of  men are unsure 
about their appearance at least once a 
week. Moreover,  18% of  boys are highly 
concerned about their physiques. More 
disturbingly, young men who want to adhere 

to societal standards sometimes turn to 
steroids or other muscle-enhancing drugs; 
a recent study shows that around 6% of  
adolescent males have used steroids. Despite 
preconceived notions that men do not 
suffer from eating disorders, studies have 
indicated that not only have 3% of  all men 
suffered from eating disorders, but also that 
the number of  men with eating disorders is 
increasing. These numbers tell a clear story: 
the pressure for males to look “good” is 
growing, and the lengths that men will go to 
achieve their goals can incur harmful effects. 
We cannot keep assuming that body image 
issues are exclusive to one gender, and we 

must try to rectify these problems for both 
genders. The correlation between men and 
body image issues is not something to be 
ignored, and society needs to bring these 
hidden truths to light.
 The increasing societal pressure on male 
appearance in recent years has caused an 
even greater occurrence of  self-image 
issues in men. The appearance of  men has 
also been subject to sexualization, and just 
like women, men encounter models and 
celebrities they are pressured to emulate. 

Reflecting on Our Reflections 
Actors such as Henry Cavill and Chris 
Hemsworth, who play muscular superheroes 
and grace the covers of  magazines like Men’s 
Health, subconsciously communicate that 
men must make their bodies attractive in 
order to be accepted by society. Moreover, 
young boys are not excluded from these 
societal influences. Action figures, such as 
G.I. Joe, have built muscle over the years 
and encourage an unrealistic body image 
from a young age, not unlike the effect 
Barbie dolls have on girls. Society should 
reduce the promotion of  unrealistic body 
images as well as its judgment of  both 
genders. Otherwise, the incidence of  self-
image issues will only continue to increase.

 As members of  an ever-
changing society, we need to 
be the ones to acknowledge 
that both genders do suffer 
from body image issues. 

While young girls are now 
gaining confidence through 
an influx of  girl power 

through toys, music, and 
books, society has yet 
to recognize men who 
struggle with their looks. 
Though female self-image 
issues are still important, 
the main problem 
affecting men is the dearth 
of  recognition. Self-image 
problems are universal 
and need to be addressed; 
for men, addressing 
them starts with a simple 
acknowledgement of  
their struggles.

 While reflecting on self-
image often leads us to think about female 
struggles, it is evident that girls are not the 
only ones affected by body image dilemmas. 
Statistics show that men are also affected 
by these issues. It is evident that we must 
include men in body image discussions. 
Both genders deserve to have their struggles 
recognized, and recognition starts with small 
steps. As we have come so far as a culture 
today, it is ridiculous that we are still shaming 
people for their appearances and imperative 
that we come together to stop these actions.

begrudged the legal victories. Even 
today, rates of  incarceration and violence 
remain disproportionately high for black 
Americans—not to mention subtle racial 
profiling, victimizing, and microaggressions. 
When the President of  the United States 
admits that there were times when his mere 
presence sent bystanders scurrying nervously 
into their cars and locking their doors, there 
is a problem.
 The vociferous nature of  All Lives 
Matter is not surprising in light of  this 
country’s intensifying atmosphere of  
political correctness. Many people raise their 
hackles when they perceive that something 
excludes them or ignores their rights. Of  
course, in an ideal world, all lives would 
indeed matter equally. But when people of  
a particular race endured cruel injustice and 
hatred for years, continuing even into the 
modern era of  civilized society, that enough 
is a reasonable explanation for their outcry. 
Because of  a trait they cannot control, many 
African-Americans feel unsafe, condemned, 
and marginalized. BLM is a rallying cry, 
reasserting its identity and resolve to keep 
the issues that it faces in the spotlight. 
 Most of  us will move on to college after 
leaving the halls of  JP Stevens. Independence 
will be foisted upon us as we explore new 
environments full of  other young adults. 
It is an exciting time, but college campuses 
and the real world are rapidly flaring up 
with controversy and microaggressions. For 

By ANDREW SHEN, sophomore

The New Civil Rights Movement
By HELENA WU, senior

 IN JULY 2014, Brooklyn police officers 
strangled Eric Garner to death, using a 
chokehold outlawed by the NYPD. One 
month later, Michael Brown, an unarmed 
teenager, was brutally shot and killed by a 
police officer in Missouri. Not long after, in 
October, another unarmed teenager suffered 
a similar fate in Chicago, his body riddled by 
not one or even two, but 16 bullet wounds. 
Each of  these victims was black, and their 
deaths are among the most high-profile cases, 
out of  hundreds, that instigated the Black 
Lives Matter (BLM) movement. As surely 
as the moon follows the sun, an opposition 
movement burgeoned, countering that “All 
Lives Matter.” What this group of  people 
completely misunderstands is that BLM 
does not denigrate people of  other races. 
For African-Americans, America has not 
been the land of  the free; rather, it has been 
the land of  the oppressed. Those who decry 
BLM ignore both history and reality.
 African-Americans were introduced to 
this country as slaves, and only for the past 
few decades have they enjoyed the same 
level of  liberty and legal protection the vast 
majority of  Americans take for granted. 
Progress, for them, inched along like a 
tortoise, tripping over obstacles in its path. 
When Martin Luther King Jr., one of  the 
spearheads of  the Civil Rights Movement, 
was assassinated, it was clear that many 

protesters and students alike, BLM is an 
iconic idea they can draw inspiration from 
to rally against racism and oppression. But 
these demonstrations are not all warmly 
welcomed; some feel that these movements 
may be overreacting and fighting for petty 
causes or comporting themselves poorly 
with critical media focused on them. 
Whether or not one personally supports 
them, these protesters and students 
constitute a wave of  social activism that is 
already becoming a more prominent fixture 
of  the real world and college life. With the 
tumult of  student protests rippling through 
campuses everywhere and our approaching 
entrance into these environments, we need 
the empathy and the maturity to understand 
what is being fought for and support 
whatever we believe to be a worthy cause, 
respectfully and unwaveringly.
 If  you do not support Black Lives Matter, 
consider this: what would you do if  society 
categorically discriminated against everyone 
by last name? When you seek solace with 
people sharing your traits, people retaliate 
by drowning out your voice with theirs. 
They lambaste you for not including them 
in your outcry. This is exactly the dynamic 
between the BLM movement and its 
detractors—an inherently unfair reaction. 
Like all campaigns, it always has radical 
components, but its heartfelt idea is one that 
does not necessitate the disparagement of  
people of  other races. 
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red meat is a killer. Later, the published 
study results made a strange deduction: 
red meat was probably carcinogencic and 
had links to colon and prostate cancer. Key 
word: probably. In the end, the scientists 
discovered no valid evidence to substantiate 

their findings. The word “probably” shows 
reserve and allows for a margin of  error. 
Because of  tentative research, red meat does 
not deserve to fall under such criticism. 
 Social media has also contributed to 
exaggerating the long term effects of  eating 
red meat. Search up the term “red meat,” 
and a surge of  memes with gruesome faces 
and cartoon characters on the brink of  

death appear. It has become a contest to see 
who can get the most viewers to click on a 
link. It no longer is a matter of  giving the 
people the indisputable truth. Advertisers 
fill tabloids with flashy headlines and fluff  
up information in a competition to catch the 
viewer’s eye. False information inflates the 
seriousness of  the issue, throwing people 
into a frenzy. That is how money is made. For 
its own selfish benefit, social media has good 
reason to give red meat a bad reputation. By 
doing so, it has created unjustifiable hype. 
 Consumers seem entrapped in eternal 
plight. Who can they trust? They stand 

stuck between the media, big business, 
and government agencies, each 

of  the three telling buyers what 
they should be consuming. 

But instead of  gluttony, 
we should move toward 

moderation. All too 
often we see people 

toting huge amounts 
of  meat in their 

shopping carts 
and heaping 
their plates 

with spare 
ribs. Though 

t e m p t i n g , 
i n g e s t i n g 

red meat in 
excessive portions 
d i m i n i s h e s 
its potential 
nutritional value. 
As long as we 
closely monitor 
our serving 
proportions, red 
meat can be an 
excellent source 

of  protein. Sadly, when negative effects 
appear, we often find a scapegoat. 
 All too often, we try to point a finger. Red 
meat is just the latest scapegoat for all our 
weaknesses: our fear of  cancer, the tentative 
nature of  data, and the sensationalization of  
information. In a world ravaged by murder, 
war, and destruction, the least of  our worries 
should be the bacon. Sorry, Dad. 

conditions of  the Middle East, which has 
spawned organizations such as ISIS. The 
Islamic State is a jihadist organization 
aiming to implement sharia law in the form 
of  a caliphate in the territories of  Iraq and 
warring Syria. To ISIS, however, Muslims 
who do not share in their sentiments are not 
Muslims at all and are neither protected nor 
immune from terrorism and stand on the 
same ground as us. After all, the majority of  
victims of  ISIS attacks are Muslims; in the 
eyes of  the Islamic State, no one is spared. 
We must therefore separate Islam from 
the Islamic State and its pursuits of  terror. 
Muslims are not responsible for the actions 
of  radicals beyond their control nor do they 
advocate for this misguided interpretation of  
the Islamic doctrine. Islam is a religion, and 
the interpretations of  the Islamic State are 
not religious, but rather political in nature. 
 As if  the issue were not already running 
rampant, it is further thrown off-balance by 
the political pursuits of  American politicians. 
Taking advantage of  the craze, presidential 
candidates, mostly conservative, are racking 
up support through fear-mongering tactics. 
Last September, candidate Ben Carson 
bluntly admitted to “[advocating] that we 
[not] put a Muslim in charge of  this nation.” 
On the topic of  Syrian refugees, Carson 
eloquently called them “rabid dogs,” in a way, 
equating their religious beliefs to a disease. 
On the topic of  national security, Donald 
Trump proposed “special identification” 
in addition to a database tracking Muslims 

residing in the United States, and then, 
notably, a ban preventing Muslims from 
entering the country. The rhetoric expressed 
by these politicians does not belong in the 
21st century. Ben Carson is clearly unfamiliar 
with the “no religious test clause” in the 
Constitution, designed specifically to prevent 
the use of  religion as a qualification for any 
office. Billionaire Donald Trump, on the other 
hand, seems to have traveled back in time 
and received a few pointers from the Third 
Reich. The implications of  his “solutions” 
are evidently discriminatory, and it is 
alarming to think that these kinds of  policies 
could potentially permeate the White House. 
 Popular arguments presented by skeptics 
of  Islam revolve around the current state 
of  affairs in Islamic nations. These critics 
cite Arab countries like Pakistan, Saudi 
Arabia, and Iran, which are Muslim-majority 
countries, and apply their systemic lack 
of  equality, mistreatment of  women, and 
presence of  malignant terrorist groups to all 
Muslim peoples and nations. They are entirely 
ignorant of  progressive Muslim-majority 
nations like Indonesia, where gender equality 
has existed for years now, or Turkey, where 
there are more female heads-of-state than 
there have ever been in the United States. 
These nations only corroborate the idea that 
Islam is not the deciding factor in unequal 
and unjust policy; rather, it is the government 
and location of  these nations that have 
the greatest impacts on their policies. 
 The ignorance of  such base accusations 

Same Field, Same Goal 
on the Islamic faith is clear for students at JP 
Stevens. In such a diverse environment, we 
know firsthand that Islam does not define 
one’s political views and certainly does not 
define one’s moral compass. Islam is neither 
a religion of  peace nor war; rather, it is a 
system of  beliefs that can be interpreted 
depending on the individual. The community 
of  Muslims in JP Stevens is no different 
from the communities of  Hindus, Christians, 
Jews, Sikhs, or other religious groups. 
 On the night of  the Paris attacks, I, 
along with my friends Ahmad Javed, 
Ibrahem Younas, and Adal Rasool, was 
playing soccer on the turf  of  Myrtle Park. 
On the field, we were no different. We had 
the same goals—primarily, to score them. 
We may possess different beliefs, but at 
the end of  the day, our differences do not 
impact the way we play any game. We must 
vocalize this simple fact. Islamophobia 
is an irrational fear, fueled by political 
figures, and a result of  poor education. 
We should be embracing our diversity, for 
mentalities of  fear and isolation are what 
truly prevent our society from progressing. 
 The Islamic State is definitely something 
to fear, but Islam as a belief  is not. It is not a 
war between Islam and other religions of  the 
world, but rather a more simple war between 
good and evil. Muslims, Christians, and more 
all fight on the same side. We all play the game 
the same way. Regardless of  our religion, we 
all share the same goals: an end to terrorist 
attacks and the advancement of  world peace. 

 WHEN IT WAS announced by the World 
Health Organization that processed meats 
are now classified as Group 1 carcinogens, 
my father found himself  a new scapegoat. 
Yes, my failing grades were in direct 
correlation to my poor diet. “Meat. Bad. 
Grades. Bad.” He promptly proceeded 
to throw all our bacon down the trash 
can. “Do you know that it is not even real 
meat? They don’t even kill real pigs. It is all 
processed with salt. Filthy.” Later that day, 
he removed all the salami and ham from my 
family’s sandwiches. My brothers were 
distraught, as was the rest of  
the nation as they were caught 
up in yet another instance 
of  unnecessary hype. This 
hype has prompted some 
Americans,  like my dad, 
to take harsh stances 
against red meat, wary 
of  anything remotely 
“cancer”-related. 
But in truth, at 
the root of  this 
fear are tentative 
experiment results 
and substandard 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
from the media’s 
sensationalist 
reports.  
 Cancer, 
regardless of  
where or how it 
is mentioned, is 
a term that invokes  
doom. We see cancer 
on the television as we 
watch horrific research ads. We see cancer 
run down our family bloodlines, lurking in 
hospital rooms. We see it residing right next 
door when our neighbor suddenly collapses. 
But that is all due to how common cancer 
really is. Because we are exposed to the 
idea of  cancer on a regular basis, we try to 
prevent it in any way we can. Part of  the way 
we try to protect ourselves is by jumping to 
conclusions. If  so many people have cancer, 

By ALEXANDER BOGDANOWICZ, senior

they must all be doing something wrong. It 
must be because they were eating red meat. 
However, this assumption is not entirely 
true. Cancer is an accumulation of  lifestyle, 
genetic, and environmental factors. The 
buzz created by the media has blinded us 
from this fact; it is outrageous to blame it all 
on red meat. 
 The hype also 
happens to be 
based on 
tentative data 

collected from an observational study. Data 
is supposed to be collected with a control 
group and a variable. Find the hypothesis, 
then determine if  it can be proven with 
hard facts. Instead, thousands of  people 
were asked to fill out questionnaires over 
a long period of  time. Researchers then 
tried to find common links between the 
answers. They came to the conclusion that 

  ON NOVEMBER 13, 2015, people all 
across the globe felt the repercussions 
of  the devastating attack on Paris. With 
the help of  social media and broadcast 
television, hundreds of  millions of  people 
came together in support of  France and 
those who lost their lives. With the help 
of  Facebook’s profile editor, many added 
a filter of  the French flag to demonstrate 
their outrage and express their sympathy. 
This unified movement is truly a testament 
to our humanity; love and compassion have 
proven to be the keys to peace and unity. 
It is upsetting, then, that an overwhelming 
number of  individuals flocked to the 
internet to express not only their spite for 
terrorism, but also for Islam, and Islam 
alone. So profusely and extensively did 
they express their sentiments that the 
term Islamophobia once more came into 
focus as a hotly debated topic—a result, 
to put bluntly, of  extreme ignorance. 
 The Paris attacks elucidate a problem 
that has long existed in the United States 
and surged after the September 11 attacks. 
The persecution of  American Muslims out 
of  fear engendered by terrorist attacks on 
first world countries, is a futile attempt at 
combating an issue that does not involve 
these innocent individuals. This persecution 
is excluding the argument that the United 
States and other western countries are likely 
responsible for the unstable and violent 

By DIANA D’SOUZA, freshman

The New Scapegoat: W.H.O., Meat?!
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 ONLY ONE PLACE could inspire fear in 
every comedian: the college campus, where 
a poorly-worded joke elicits organized 
protests instead of  laughter. Many complain 
that college students are overreacting, crying 
over spilled milk. But by doing so, these 
people recognize the power of  these actions. 
Racial profiling and slurs must be dealt with 
in regards to the racism they promote. By 
encouraging political correctness, we are 
encouraging conversation, and we are taking 
one more step toward equality. Political 
correctness is refusing maltreatment 
based on race, gender, or other features 
irrelevant to the temperament of  a person 
and rightfully demanding equal 
consideration for every culture. As 
a modern and growing nation that 
houses cultures from all over the 
world, it is time that we address and 
erase stereotypes. We must wipe away 
the traces of  discrimination that linger 
in our society, and that begins with 
our words. Political correctness should 
not be demonized; rather, it should 
be welcomed as a forward-thinking 
measure. 
 Although political correctness has 
been labeled as oversensitivity, it is, 
in reality, a commendable effort to 
eradicate the subliminal oppression 
and discrimination present in society. 
Minorities have the right to promote 
images that best represent who they 
are and rid society of  representations 
that don’t. This entitlement is 
rightfully exercised by marginalized 
Yale University students, who feel that 
the competitive environment of  Yale is 
unwelcoming to students of  color. Racial 
tensions reached a tipping point during 
Halloween last year, when Yale President 
Peter Salovey sent out an email to the 
student body refusing to address Halloween 
costumes that were potentially offensive 
and racist. Already under fire for allowing 
an alleged “All-White” frat party, Yale faced 
even larger backlash from its student body 
after its refusal to acknowledge the issue 
at hand, with accusations of  on-campus 

oppression and discrimination. Yale’s staff  
was negligent in recognizing the needs 
of  its minority students and condemning 
racist activity. Most notably, Professor 
Erika Christakis downplayed the incident as 
another situation where “there is no room 
anymore for a child or young person to be 
a little bit obnoxious.” In response, crowds 
of  students, predominantly composed of  
minorities, gathered to hold protests and 
even sent a letter to the top leaders of  the 
university demanding better treatment from 
the offenders and higher-ups. 
 The students’ response was not only an act 
of  political correctness, but also an intrinsic 
right. Fostering a healthy learning 

environment and creating a “safe space” for 
students should be among the primary goals 
of  educators; yet, in their refusal to take any 
sort of  action, Yale’s leaders only further 
elevated tensions. As the future of  America, 
it is the right of  these students to determine 
what is socially acceptable and appropriate, 
even if  these beliefs don’t align with those 

Get Your Rights Right
of  previous generations. 
 When racial tensions erupted at the 
University of  Missouri last fall, black 
students protested against their president’s 
lackadaisical approach to fixing racial 
problems on campus and demanded his 
resignation. The protesters were then 
terrorized by their racist, white peers 
and given anonymous death threats via 
the app Yik Yak. Proponents of  political 
correctness, like Mizzou students, are the 
ones whose right to free speech is being 
infringed upon. Although antagonists claim 
that political correctness limits free speech, 
it should instead be seen as an extension 

of  free speech: political correctness 
endows freedom of  speech to 
individuals who are marginalized 
by society. It gives those who 
are the victims of  stereotypes, 
discrimination, and both subtle 
and overt racism the power to 
speak out against the societal 

dangers and discrimination 
they face on a daily basis. 
 Obviously, if  words 
could not evoke emotions, 
it would be much easier 
to converse without the 

fear of  offending anyone. 
But unfortunately, words 
such as “fat” and “black,” 
although perhaps factually 

and literally correct, 
could never be considered 
politically correct or 
inoffensive without carrying 

the hefty weights of  negativity. 
Therefore, as the regulators and 

creators of  these connotations, 
we are the ones responsible for creating a 
net, managed by the minorities, to catch 
and block these negativities from creating 
unsafe spaces. 
 Unfortunately, no one wants to believe 
that racism and prejudice still persist in an 
“advanced” nation, free of  discrimination 
and racial tension. However, this country is 
not where we want it to be. If  our country 
is to embody progress, it must first accept 
and support movements that speak out for 
those heard the least. 

By CHRISTOPHER XIE,  political columnist

 IS IT RACIST to call someone “black”? 
Must there always be a sensationalized 
and disruptive demonstration to follow 
whenever an alleged racial or homophobic 
event occurs? These are questions that have 
been asked by the public in recent years. 
In the decades following the Civil Rights 
Movement of  the 1960s, student activism 
and the push for political correctness 
have grown tremendously, and perhaps 
erroneously, in the eyes of  the media. In 
fact, given the recent events at Mizzou and 
Yale University, it is safe to say that student 
activism movements, which are deeply 
intertwined with the pervasiveness of  
political correctness, have become overused, 
ineffectual, and absolutely meaningless. 
 Decades ago, student activist movements 
had worked towards appropriate goals of  
equality and fairness. Participants spoke 
out against controversial social issues and 
presented reasonable demands, as evident 
in the anti-war demonstrations and the 
memorable civil rights sit-in movements 
of  the 1960s. Student activists also played 
a major role in the Women’s Rights and 
Gay Liberation movements. In fact, they 
formed the core of  the New Left, a body 
of  left-leaning political activists that fueled 
the liberal movements of  the 1960s and 
1970s. Many of  the anti-discrimination 
laws that we hold dear today have been the 

Christakis refused to apologize for simply 
stating her opinion, and when her husband  
and fellow master Nicholas Christakis 
also defended her, students demanded 
the resignations of  the two masters. In an 
attempt to further their agenda, these so-
called student activists organized angry and 
belligerent protests and demonstrations. 
By attacking the couple with an onslaught 
of  hateful insults, public shaming, and 
verbal abuse, student activism today has 
only taken well-intentioned ideologies and 
warped them for the worse. 
 Adding to their long list of  unreasonable 
demands, student activists called for the 
Yale campus to become a “safe space,” a 
politically correct environment free of  any 
“offensive” opinions or actions. What these 
students fail to realize is that “safe spaces” 
are counterintuitive to an intellectual college 
environment, where people with differing 
opinions are allowed and encouraged 
to engage in open debate on issues. As 
Christakis argues, college students should 
be challenged with different points of  
views in order to learn and broaden their 
perspectives. Even President Obama spoke 
out against university students being too 
“coddled and protected from different 
points of  views.”
 Similarly, at Mizzou, student 
demonstrations and protests erupted 
after alleged acts of  racism and bigotry 
on campus. Students took to social media 

long-lasting and revolutionary achievements 
of  preceding activists. With logical and 
reasonable goals and courses of  action, their 
movement was able to achieve success with 
minimal damage and fear mongering. 
 However, in stark contrast, student 
activists today seem too infused with a 
hypersensitivity to nonconformity. This 
new generation of  activists stiffens at the 
slightest breach of  political correctness, 
grasping at nonexistent issues. What once 
was a progressive method of  change has 
now become pure paranoia and nonsense. 
This distorted sense of  freedom of  speech  
instigated the unfortunate Halloween 
incident at Yale University. Just before 
Halloween of  this year, an email was sent 
out by the Intercultural Affairs Council, 
admonishing students to not wear costumes 
that were culturally insensitive. In response, 
Erika Christakis, an associate master at Yale 
University, replied with an email pointing 
out that judging the offensiveness of  a 
costume itself  is subjective and that the 
university should not overly restrict what 
costumes students were permitted to wear. 
In particular, she wrote, “If  you don’t like 
a costume someone is wearing, look away 
or tell them you are offended. Talk to each 
other. Free speech and the ability to tolerate 
offense are the hallmarks of  a free and open 
society.” In a bizarre move, a considerable 
number of  Yale students found offense with 
her email and demanded an apology. When 

Crossing the Line 
purported sightings of  death threats toward 
African-American students and even the 
KKK’s presence. While some of  their 
concerns were legitimate, many of  the 
students’ actions were outrageous. In one 
incident, Tim Tai, a student photographer 
attempting to film the protests, was physically 
heckled by some of  the participants. 
During the same protests, professor Dale 
Brigham told his students that he would 
still be administering a planned exam with 
makeups available at a later date due to 
student concerns regarding safety. Brigham 
declared that he would not allow any protest 
or alleged threats to disrupt his students’ 
education. In response, students spread his 
emails on social media, publicly deriding and 
crucifying him. These are not the actions of  
rational student activists who genuinely want 
change; rather, they are only the responses 
of  illiberal thinking compromising the safety 
of  others. 
 Both of  the student protests at Yale 
and Mizzou are symptoms of  the needless 
sensationalization and misdirection of  
student activism. Most of  all, they reflect the 
stifling pervasiveness of  political correctness. 
As students who will soon enter the college 
campuses where this type of  activism is 
prevalent, we must understand the pros and 
cons of  participating in these movements. 
Student activism can be a positive force for 
change, but only when it is used to address 
legitimate issues in a legitimate manner. 

By NINA CARLSEN, guest writer

OPINIONJANUARY 2016 PAGE 5





...Edmodo is the new hottest social media 
site.
...you bring in a thick jacket to school 
during the winter because it seems like 
half  the building does not have functional 
heating...
….only to realize that the coat won’t fit in 
your locker.
...your teacher e-mails you more often 
than your friends do to remind you about 
upcoming quizzes and tests.
 ...pajama day is the only spirit day students 
actually rally behind.
...remembering MLA format is more 
important than remembering the last four 
digits of  your Social Security number.
...your class Instagram has more followers 
than your own account does.

...pop quizzes, rather than pop culture, 
dominate your conversations.
…you learn in gym that “speed walking” is 
an Olympic sport.
…the lost and found is a veritable treasure 
chest.
…school spirit is needed almost as much as 
new fundraising ideas.
...“Dogs Teaching Chemistry” is the new 
Khan Academy.
…most students have lost faith in the 
“growth mindset”...
...because the lockers only seem to get 
smaller and smaller.
...Hawkeye’s online print archives are blocked 
by school computers.
...you use most of  your cellular data to 
check Parent Portal.

…the two most common causes of  injury 
are “drowned in a flood of  college essays” 
and “crushed by an SAT book avalanche.”
...space on the cafeteria walls is prized real 
estate for advertising club meetings and 
school events.
...to demonstrate how important red decals 
are, Driver’s Ed teachers take their students 
outside to look at the cars in the parking 
lot...
...but only fifteen cars actually have them.
...the increasing number of  littered 
Gertrude Hawk chocolate wrappers makes 
you wonder whether we’re responsible for 
all that pollution.
...a male physics teacher wins the Science 
Olympiad raffle for the highly coveted 
Urban Decay beauty bag.

...school spirit is encouraged…

...but half  of  your teachers announce that 
your class wasn’t “invited” to the winter pep 
rally this year.
...you know which vending machines work, 
where you can get signal, and when your 
teachers’ lunch periods are.
...but you still don’t know who your school 
is named after…
...unless you check the Hawkeye archives.

 THERE IS A massive problem today 
among technology users, who constitute a 
majority of  the population: the demand for 
instant gratification, granted by electronic 
devices, is slowly tearing away at the fabric 
of  our society. Our attention spans last for 
mere milliseconds before we turn to other 
distractions—oh, look at that cute cat video! 
Pictures, instead of  words, are now the 
desired visual feast; after all, pictures can 
convey one thousand words more quickly 
than one thousand words can. But with 
this restlessness, is it possible to remain 
concentrated in a world overflowing with 
information? In the face of  this seemingly 
insurmountable obstacle, I have come to the 
conclusion that there is only one plausible 
solution: my fellow sufferers and I must 
dismantle our various technologies and bury 
them in remote locations. By doing so, we 
will finally be able to focus on gaining 
real experiences with friends and family 
and forego short-term pleasure for 
long-term success.
 Above all else, burying our 
technological devices will enable 
us to become culturally-aware 
individuals. By traveling to 
remote locations without 
our devices and without the 
assistance of  Google Translate, 

HawkWhy: Exercise Your Rights

 By HARSHITA JAIN, 
VERONICA MELIKSETIAN, 

and CHRISTINE NGUYEN, sophomores,
and ARJUN GOURISHETTY, senior

we will experience the ultimate adventure 
that bloggers have been dreaming about 
since Eat, Pray, Love. After all, who knows 
how many new friends and allies you can 
make when you accidentally call yourself  a 
jelly donut? A truly cultural education begins 
with travelling (and lots of  hand gestures). 
Brushing aside the prickly wilderness, 
swarms of  mosquitoes, and possible 
diarrhea runs, a real ethnic 
curriculum waits for all 
of  us at the end of  the 
unpaved road.
 This solution is 
beneficial not only for 
our society, but also 
to Earth as a whole. 
By forgoing the vast 
amounts of  electricity 

required to 

SHOULD I BE CONCERNED ABOUT BEING 
POLITICALLY CORRECT?
 
 There is a painfully simple answer to this 
question: no. 
 There is no need for me to 
explain this answer if  one has 
any concept of  what it means 
to be American, but I suppose I 
will proceed with this explanation 
for those of  you who haven’t read 
the Constitution lately. Prepare 
to be enlightened:
 Political correctness is 
inherently un-American. 
Why should the liberal elite 
tell us what is “correct” and 
what is not? Our ethics are 
clearly doing a fine job of  that. 
Our upstanding morals should 
allow us to debase people of  other races, 
genders, and sexual preferences, or any other 
people in those weird categories as we see fit 
because it’s our right to do so.
 Throughout history, people have been 
persecuted for their deviant beliefs, but in 
today’s progressive society, we should not 
be held back by such restrictions. As true 
Americans, we should have the ability to 
express whatever views we so please. Now, 

sometimes those views may come across as 
hatred toward a certain group of  people; 
however, we’re just expressing our thoughts 
and exercising our First Amendment right 
to free speech, so don’t prattle about 
bigotry, patriarchy, and the like—

such talk hurts our 

feelings.
 In fact, exercising the rights bestowed 
upon us by our founding fathers is the 
farthest thing from bigotry. After all, good 
ol’ Thomas Jefferson was the one who 
said that all men are created equal. It is 
glaringly obvious that political correctness 
goes directly against those wise words from 

a founding father (you politically correct 
people can get back to me when your head 
is carved into a mountain). But this whole 
political correctness frenzy is inherently 

unequal because it says that the 
feelings of  minorities are 

above mine just 
because they 

might get 

offended when I use a 
racial slur that demonstrates a 
total lack of  sensitivity toward 
a different culture and its 
traditions. Everyone knows that 

First Amendment rights, as with any good 
workout regimen, must be exercised daily 
until your patriotic muscles are the size of  
watermelons.
 Why should a minority’s feelings be 
put above mine? Also, why should they 
have feelings at all?  We live in a society 
full of  trigger warnings, alerting us to any 
trivial comment that might be considered 
derogatory. To borrow a quote from the 

elementary school playground—
as so many of  us anti-PCers 
do—“stick it in your juice box 
and suck it up.” It’s a tough world 
out there, and these softies that 

cry “bloody murder” every time a 
presidential candidate claims that 
all Mexicans are rapists need to 
toughen up. It is the constitutional 
right of  Mr. Trump and every 

citizen of  the U.S. to believe that 
stereotypes can be applied to entire 

nations of  people.
 So in accordance with Jefferson, 

let’s keep it equal and let the patriots 
in the war on political correctness have 
their opinions. And—to be fair—just keep 
the politically correct ones to yourselves 
because Trump and his toupée don’t care 
much to hear them.

By VICTORIA CHANDRA, senior
run multiple devices simultaneously, we 
can finally give Mother Earth a break from 
carbon emissions. For the sake of  our planet, 
we should bury all our expensive equipment 
in the ground and hope that someone will 
eventually uncover them. More importantly, 
we will greatly reduce manufacturing costs: 

by burying billions of  tonnes of  plastic 
and millions of  metal devices in the 
ground, we will successfully return 
many of  the materials we took from 

the Earth back to it. Our efforts will 
show future generations that it is, in fact, 

possible to return materials and natural 
resources to the Earth and restore natural 
balance.
 When the concerns over dwindling 
resources are finally put aside, future 
archaeologists will be able to uncover the 
vintage technology of  the 21st century. This 
is our chance to educate the future! Not 

convinced? Think of  how your 
grandmother takes out her 

high school 
graduation 

p h o t o 

and how you admire how great she looked 
in black and white contrast; or when you 
inherited your great-great grandfather’s 
daguerreotype, which has made you 
appreciate how little time it now takes for 
film to develop. Future generations will 
be able to laugh at baby videos and the 
Kardashians with their grandchildren.
 I have poured blood, sweat, and tears 
into this incredibly complex proposal, and 
doubt that anyone can come up with a more 
profound, fitting answer. Let no one speak 
of  other possible ideas: of  disabling all Wi-
Fi connection, of  turning off  phones and 
computers, of  escaping to technology-free 
resorts, of  practicing yoga exercises during 
breaks in constant entertainment, or of  
visiting a hypnotist to break the vicious 
cycle.
 I have no ulterior motive in proposing this 
solution, other than promoting the welfare 
of  society. I, too, will have to abandon my 
devices—I have already booked a ticket to 
Guatemala, and I am heading out to buy a 
shovel and three months of  rations right 
now. The abandonment of  technology is the 

only solution that may fix the dire situation 
we are in; for this solution to 

work, everyone must sacrifice 
something—even that precious 
cat Vine you’ve just looped one 

hundred times.

JPSHAWKEYE.COM:
CHECK IT OUT.

You Know You Go To JPS When...

A Modest Suggestion to Improve Society

FEATURES PAGE 7JANUARY 2016



 JP STEVENS HIGH SCHOOL: Also known as the “Home of  the Hawks,” stray geese, and 
decapitated owls. 

 Observing our school’s affinity for exotic animals and its very appropriate school colors (green and 
gold), we can conclude, as singer-songwriter Randy Newman would say, “it’s a jungle out there.” For an outsider, 
this lyric may seem like the end of  an amusing comparison, but as an indigenous inhabitant of  JP, I can see, hear, 

feel, and breathe the jungle that is JP Stevens.
 Let’s begin with the most obvious similarity: the occupants. JP, like a jungle, has a diverse population. The big 
cats—the leopards, the cheetahs, the tigers, and the lions—can usually be found playing outside or working out 
in the gym, flexing their muscles, and honing their speed. Birds found flying high and fast over the jungle manage 

to be popular and smart at the same time. Meanwhile, the amphibians are very adjustable and able folk who can find 
comfort in nearly any situation; because of  these traits, they are well-liked at social gatherings. On the other hand, the 
shy, camouflaging chameleons often need a little push to find a shade that they feel confident in. The reptiles, being the 
aloof  individuals that they are, astonish even their closest comrades when they suddenly become the most dominating 
figures in their fields. And last, who can forget the sturdy trees and plants that uphold and take care of  our jungle? They 
are older and wiser than the animals and nurture them for success in life. 
 Upon closer inspection, it is evident that the jungle inhabitants regularly engage in activities and events together. 
They frequently participate in chaotic stampedes at staged intervals in time, also known as “passing.” These stampedes 
very much reflect the intense atmosphere of  JP; no one can disagree that the high level of  stress and competition is 
aptly dubbed “Survival of  the Fittest.” Underneath the calm canopy of  JP is an ongoing battle that often turns brutal 
as creatures fight tooth and nail to stay on top—sleepless nights, vicious behavior, growling, hissing, maniacal laughter, 
and bloodshot eyes are all part of  the package. Yet, in the end, after natural selection has run its course, only the most 
proactive, diligent individuals rise to the challenge and survive these hardships. 
 The topography and climate of  JP are as varied as its inhabitants. The jungle centers around the water hole, also 
known as the cafeteria, which houses the most important source of  survival and happiness for the entire population: 
food. Various regions around the cafeteria have been claimed by their different inhabitants—one stretch of  land houses 
the entities that eloquently voice a thousand thoughts through their beautiful calls. Another portion is dedicated to the 
curious minds of  the habitat, providing them with enough room for experimentation and calculation as they attempt to 
unravel the mysteries of  nature and numbers. Meanwhile, the pretty butterflies and songbirds have a wing dedicated to 
their artistic abilities. Strangely, every turn taken in JP brings a completely different climate—a flight upstairs leads you 
straight into a heat wave, while a step down another way reveals icy glaciers. 
 Harsh conditions may crop up at times, but they do not tarnish the habitat that these creatures call home. JP is a 
diverse environment where competition thrives, a setting in which legends are created, and, most importantly, a place 
where Hawks fly high.

JP Environmental Study
By SHRUTI KUMTA, junior

 As you pass through the front doors of  JP you are greeted with a burbling fountain and pleasant green and gold hues 
reminiscent of  a sunny day. But take one step further inside and you will be caught up in the daily student stampedes 
to homeroom, cutthroat lobby sales, and the academic “food chain” that are all part of  JP’s jungle spirit. This year, let’s 
greet rising school temperatures and new chocolate-selling requirements with a renewed resolution to soar high above 
the tops of  the JP jungle.

Beware the Students



It’s Getting Hot in Here
 THREE YEARS AGO, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) estimated that 
sea levels could rise 7 to 23 inches by the end of  the century. This change in sea level is just 
the tip of  the global warming iceberg. Following these estimates, scientists predict that many 

insignificant territories, including Florida and Washington D.C., will be the first to sink underwater. 
However, do not lose hope, for the the root causes of  global warming can be reduced and 
eradicated. If  we follow some simple steps, we will surely solve this major world problem.
 First, let’s talk about air. It is important to recognize that the main problems associated with 

global warming are caused by greenhouse gases, the most common of  which is carbon dioxide. According to a 
global study, 100% of  all carbon emissions result from the release of  carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. One easy fix deals 
with your daily habits. Out of  the 36 gigatonnes of  carbon dioxide released in 2013, the majority was produced by humans. 
The correlation is clear: just by breathing, humans are causing Earth to spiral into a hot mess. On average, a person takes 
roughly sixteen breaths per minute. There is no need for a person to be this wasteful. If  we each lower our respiration rates 
to three breaths per minute, we will drastically reduce our collective carbon footprint. Furthermore, breathing carbon dioxide 
instead of  oxygen shouldn’t be too hard—if  a plant can do it, so can you!
 If  you don’t feel like changing your lifestyle to support the green movement, there are plenty of  other easy solutions you 
can implement to help the environment. One way is to cool the sea. First, get a cup, fill it with ocean water, and put it in your 
fridge. After a couple of  hours, take the cold water and pour it back into the ocean. Repeat this simple process several times; 
be careful not to cool too much of  the ocean at once—a frozen ocean is just as unpleasant as a boiling one. Remember to 
recycle the cup when you are finished.
 Aside from individual contributions, some solutions require the cooperation of  entire nations. In the U.S., we can 
implement alternative energy sources by holding presidential elections every two years. Through these elections, we will be 
able to harness all of  the hot air that politicians release and convert it to clean, efficient energy. Through worldwide efforts, 
we can bring back the Cold War; credible sources estimate that doing so will lower global temperatures by as much as ten 
degrees over the next year. Furthermore, with the reintroduction of  the United States into NAFTA (North American 
Freezing Temperatures Association), North America will be frostier than your teacher is when you forget your homework. If  
we follow the footsteps of  the past, we will be able to make future strides against global warming.
 Global warming is a serious problem, and we need to unite to stop it. We must first recognize that global warming has 
massive repercussions; for instance, the increase in global temperatures has forced us to warm up to terrible things such 
as Justin Bieber. However, no problem, no matter how hot or cold, cannot be solved. If  we act now and try these simple 
solutions, we might be able to reduce carbon emissions by an unprecedented one percent over the next seventy years.

Gertrude Hawk: A Market Analysis

 THE GERTRUDE HAWK CHOCOLATE SELLING INDUSTRY is experiencing a plateau in sales, with profits remaining 
consistent with last year’s figures. This business has a customer base in the JP-munchies sector of  the community, specializing 
in the sweet-tooth, breakfast-replacement, and after-school-craving markets. The target consumer is the student overflowing 
with desperation and one dollar bills with a history of  loyalty to the brand. Demand for Gertrude Hawk has increased 
proportionately with the JP population since the Freshman Boom of  2015.
 Strengths of  the industry include a readily available consumer market required by law to attend school each day. Vendor 
numbers vary; when abundant, the product is seen down every hallway, staircase, and sidewalk. The rustic packaging of  the 
product is immediately recognizable; in fact, most consumers can recognize the flavors based on the shade of  the wrapper. 
Costs fluctuate around $1 per bar, with a direct relationship between lower prices and seller desperation. Flavors and quality 
are consistent; some flavors are in higher demand than others, and melted or broken merchandise, unfortunately, is valued 
less.
 The greatest weakness of  the industry lies in the difference in stock among vendors. While one student may want 
to purchase an ordinary peanut butter bar, the more eccentric student may be looking to buy a less-common coconut 
custard bar. Because most vendors order variety packs that do not contain equal numbers of  each flavor, clients are often 
disappointed when they cannot find their preferred chocolate confection. Moreover, vendors often order their stock in 
hordes: clubs and organizations such as Odyssey of  the Mind and Future Business Leaders of  America have specified dates 
for their chocolate orders. Supply is low for most of  the year, but when these large orders come in, supply is outrageously 
high. In fact, the extreme influx of  chocolate makes the sight of  vendors begging their friends to buy their one last white 
chocolate bar common by the end of  a market flood. These ups and downs affect the behavior of  the entire consumer base; 
for example, when teachers are offered chocolate, they often indulge their own sweet tooth after a long day of  grading papers 
and crying. Once the vendors load their Gertrude Hawk boxes on top of  their books for the day, there is no 
stopping their sales.
 Though the industry has its highs and lows 
throughout the school year, its consistently high 
earnings and solid reputation make it a sound 
method of  extracting 
money from stingy high 
schoolers.

By CATHY DAICHANG, sophomore

By KYLEN BAO, freshman



Holiday HarmoniesTalent, contd.

Santa Paws is Comin’ to Town!

 FESTIVE MUSIC, constant barking, and 
the lively chatter of  excited kids sounded 
throughout the Edison PetSmart on Sunday, 
December 6 for one of  the most important 
JPawS events of  the year: Santa Paws. During 
the event, JPawS volunteers stationed at 
the front of  the store greeted entering 
customers and pet-owners, while dogs, cats, 
and people of  all ages waited in line to pose 
for pictures with Santa Claus. The club plans 
to donate all proceeds to the Edison Animal 
Shelter and other animal welfare groups in 
surrounding communities.
 Volunteers worked diligently to help 
provide satisfying service for the many 
customers and pets who attended the event. 
Some assisted customers with registration, 
while others enticed the pets with dog treats 
and toys in order to encourage them to look 
into the camera. Meanwhile, some members 
volunteered to advertise Santa Paws with 
posters and bells outside the store, hoping 
to catch the attention of  pet-owners in 
nearby stores with posters and bells. Behind 
the scenes, volunteers constantly uploaded 
pictures taken by the camera onto a computer 
in order to print them out instantly for the 
customers. On dealing with the large crowds 
that lined up to take pictures with Santa 
Claus, JPawS Vice President, junior Grishma 
Adenkar, commented, “We weren’t short 
on help at all, which was great because the 
traffic coming through Santa Paws could be 
overwhelming at times.”

The Chamber Orchestra prepares its pieces in the orchestra room before the 
concert begins. 

ANJANA GOTETI

By KELLY CHEN, sophomore

 THE JP STEVENS ORCHESTRA welcomed 
the holiday season with its annual winter 
concert on December 3. For this concert, 
the orchestra was directed by Ms. Perkel, the 
long-term substitute teacher for Mr. Verdi 
while he was on sabbatical. The Concert, 
Camerata, and Chamber orchestras played 
in the auditorium to students, parents, and 
surprise guest Mr. Verdi. 
 The Concert Orchestra opened the show 
with the song “Folk Tune” by Percy Fletcher. 
This English folk song was a performance 
rich with dynamics and vitality and featured a 
violin solo by senior Ali Pasha. The Concert 
Orchestra rehearsed often to become 
accustomed to performing with their new 

director. “It was a new experience to have a 
teacher who conducted in a different way,” 
said sophomore Katherine Cheng. “The 
constant practice and preparation was what 
allowed us to play ‘Folk Tune’ well.”
After the Concert Orchestra performed, the 
Camerata Orchestra took the stage to play 
two classical selections. The first movement 
was the Adagio movement of  Arcangelo 
Corelli’s “Concerto Grosso in G minor.” 
The Camerata Orchestra’s final piece was 
“Winter” from Antonio Vivaldi’s Four 
Seasons. The last group to perform was 
the Chamber Ensemble, the most selective 
orchestra at JP Stevens. Taking cues from 
each other and concertmistress junior Grace 
Wu, the Chamber members played without a 
conductor. The Chamber Orchestra started 

off  with six movements of  a holiday classic, 
Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker Suite. “Trepak,” 
one of  the most famous movements of  
the suite, was exciting and extremely fast. 
“Arabian Dance,” the next movement, was 
a strong contrast to Trepak. It consisted of  
notes in the lower register of  all instruments 
and featured the cellists more. The Nutcracker 
Suite ended with “Waltz of  the Flowers,” a 
movement with loud, majestic notes that 
resonated in the auditorium. The final 
piece of  the concert was a swing rendition 
of  “White Christmas,” arranged by The 
Drifters. “White Christmas” was different 
from the classical pieces that the Chamber 
Orchestra usually played due to its modern 
style, but it was a welcome change. “Some 
of  us were skeptical about playing ‘White 
Christmas’ at first, but once we heard it all 
come together, it was a fun experience and it 
gave us a break from our usual repertoire,” 
said junior Courtney Zeng. The song 
included an improvised bass line and several 
soloists. For many of  the seniors, the winter 
concert was an experience to remember 
because it was their last. Senior Ketaki Joshi 
said, “As the concert approached, preparing 
the music was a challenge, but we all worked 
together, and the result was the making of  
beautiful music.” 
 Because of  Ms. Perkel’s direction and 
the diligence of  the orchestra, the winter 
concert was an event full of  memories and 
music that remained with everyone involved. 

Leading the Way

began. During the intermission, the hosts 
reflected on the talent featured onstage and 
opened the floor to any students willing to 
improvise a performance. Several students 
showcased their talents through song covers 
and even a game of  rock, paper, scissors.
 Following the intermission, the hosts 
introduced senior Veronica Beltran and 
sophomore Gabriel Beltran, the winners 
of  last year’s talent show. The duo actively 
retook the stage with a dance routine that 
reminded the audience of  their stunning 
debut. 
 After the Beltrans performed, the next 
contestant, freshman Alan Hsu, approached 
the stage with a unique act featuring his 
collection of  Chinese yo-yos. As he began 
his routine, Alan impressed the audience 
with different variations of  tricks that sent 
the yo-yo soaring through the air, between 
his legs, and behind his back.  Additionally, 
he used up to three yo-yos at once and even 
continued his performance without holding 
his sticks. 
 The show continued with sophomore 
Tyler Seto’s heartfelt cover of  Adele’s 
“Hello.” During his moving performance, 
the audience members snapped along and 
waved their phones to the beat of  the song. 
“I was very nervous, because this was my 
first solo performance,” Tyler reflected 
later. “But as soon as I started, I felt more 
comfortable because I could express my 
emotions through the lyrics.”
 Similarly, juniors Simran Belani 
and Ria Karangutkar performed a slower, 
acoustic version of  Drake’s “Hotline Bling.” 
Finally, the first round of  performances 
concluded with senior Anish Soni’s upbeat 
drum accompaniment to a pop song medley 
of  songs such as “Trap Queen” and “Hotline 
Bling.”
 As the panel of  judges, featuring Mr. 
Mayes, Ms. Biloholowski, Mr. Patel, and Mrs. 
Quan, met to pick the top three acts that 
could move on to the next round, the hosts 
invited more students to approach the stage 
and perform for the audience. Junior Victoria 
Tan volunteered to perform a short cover of  
Sam Smith’s “Lay Me Down.” After singing, 
Victoria commented, “Performing evokes a 
sense of  inexplicable joy in me. It lets me feel 
a confidence I normally don’t feel.” After 
carefully deliberating the performances, the 
judges announced the three finalists: the duo 
Matt Flores and Macauley Pinto, yo-yo artist 
Alan Hsu, and drummer Anish Soni.
 Seniors Matt Flores and Macauley Pinto 
kicked off  the final round with a powerful 
acoustic rendition of  Ed Sheeran’s “Give 
Me Love.” Their performance included 
musical dynamic changes and swells that 
added to the cathartic effect of  their cover. 
Next, senior Anish Soni presented a solo 
drum routine, concluding his performance 
by playing with only one hand, impressing 
the audience with his versatility. Finally, 
freshman Alan Hsu performed with his 
Chinese yo-yos to a soundtrack of  intense 
hip hop music, topping off  the routine with 
glow-in-the-dark yo-yos. 
 Just before the highly anticipated results 
were announced, the hosts congratulated 
all the performers and reflected on the 
successful night. Though all contestants 
performed incredibly, the final award went 
to Alan Hsu on the yo-yos.
 Behind the success of  the talent show 
was the Student Council, which began 
meticulously planning the event months 
beforehand. In addition to arranging all 
of  the auditions for contestants and hosts, 
the Student Council worked diligently to 
organize and publicize the event to ensure 
a large turnout. Student Council treasurer, 
junior Anjali D’Amiano, recalled, “Though 
we faced many challenges in the planning 
process, we pulled together in the end and 
presented a diverse and entertaining show to 
remember.” 

By JILL PATEL, senior

   AS STUDENTS perfected their projects 
in the fashion room, it was evident that 
the FCCLA Fall Leadership Connection 
was underway. This conference for the 
Family, Career and Community Leaders 
of  America, held annually for new and 
returning chapters, includes public speakers, 
roundtable presentations, numerous 
competitive events, and opportunities to 
participate in various community service 
efforts. As JPS FCCLA Co-President senior 
Nikita Patil stated, “The Fall Leadership 
Connection is usually the first conference 
a new member attends, which makes it an 
excellent opportunity to experience FCCLA 
by participating in events and contributing 
to community service efforts.” Gathering 
1,654 donations of  nonperishable food 
items for the Middlesex County Food Pantry 
along with 108 pounds of  pull tabs for the 
Ronald McDonald House, members did 
their part in giving back to the surrounding 
community and raising awareness for these 
organizations. 
 The Fall Leadership Connection 
commenced with  members participating 
in the numerous interactive workshops and 
roundtable presentations that encompassed 
the conference. FCCLA officers, members, 
and college representatives conducted 
these roundtable presentations to introduce 
students to different aspects of  the 
organization and other information relative 
to their presentations. 
 Competitive events ranged from the 
Apple Bake-Off, to Passion for Fashion, 
Lessons in Leadership, and Cupcake 
Challenge. At the end, JP went home with 
over 22 gold medals and 2 silver medals. 
FCCLA has been devoted to providing 
the ultimate experience for its members to 
develop leadership skills and become aware 
of  the importance of  family and career 
preparation.  Members gain the knowledge 
to become great leaders themselves and 
motivate others to do the same. After the 
event came to a close, it was evident that the 
initial hard work fostered a successful day of  
networking among members and triumphant 
results of  the community service initiatives, 
shaping another successful Fall Leadership 
Connection.

Teddie sits in front of the Christmas tree and poses for the camera.
 ELIZABETH LEE

By ANDREA QUISPE, junior  While the dogs waited in line for pictures 
with Santa Claus, Ms. Jurgrau, the JPawS 
advisor was busy running errands and buying 
lunch for the hard-working volunteers. 
“The executive board worked hard to plan 
the event, but Santa Paws would not have 
been as successful without the help of  Ms. 
Jurgrau,” says sophomore Anjana Goteti. 
Having advised the club for two years, Ms. 
Jurgrau remarks that she truly enjoys working 
with such a dedicated and caring group of  
students. “Our group is composed of  young 
students who give up so much of  their time 
to help make this world a better place for 
our four-legged creatures,” says Ms. Jurgrau, 
“They work many hours planning events 
and ask for nothing other than help for the 
Edison Animal shelter and other charities to 
which we contribute.” 
 By the end of  the day, JPawS was able to 
raise a grand total of  $400. JPawS president, 
Elizabeth Lee, along with her puppy, Teddie, 
felt satisfied with the success of  the event. 
She comments, “Overall, it was a great way to 
spend a Sunday afternoon, being surrounded 
by animals and holiday cheer.” After three 
hours of  continuous photographs with 
Santa Claus, JPawS was able to raise enough 
funds to contribute to both the Edison 
Animal Shelter and Canine Companions for 
Independence, a nonprofit organization that 
provides assistance dogs for people with 
disabilities. The JPawS executive board is 
excited to continue hosting Santa Paws for 
years to come and supporting local animal 
shelters and organizations.
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Bandboozle, contd.

Fall Play, contd.
November 12 to November 21, the theatre 
company came together to put on multiple 
spectacular performances.
 The quality of  these performances was 
the product of  months of  after-school and 
nighttime practices, a fact that the To Kill 
a Mockingbird cast attests to. Senior Marisa 
Campione, who starred as the grown-up 
Jean Louise Finch, elaborated, “Memorizing 
all the lines and trying to find a character 
without being able to interact with anyone 
was definitely a challenge. Nevertheless, 
I loved every bit of  this challenge!” Most 
cast members, like Marisa, agreed that 
memorization and execution of  lines took a 
lot of  time and patience. But the immense 
workload did not make the process any 
less enjoyable. In fact, it served as a crucial 
learning experience for these budding actors.
Of  course, cast members were not the only 
people who contributed to the success of  

Amisha Gandhi. The inductees, sporting 
black and white attire, were greeted with 
the serenades of  violins as they walked into 
the auditorium. After the NHS advisor, 
Ms. Hasner, gave a brief  welcome speech, 
thanking all the members for their dedication 
to the success of  NHS, the inductees joined 
senior Esha Lalla in reciting the Flag Salute 
and joined the Chamber Choir in singing 
“The Star-Spangled Banner.” The inductees 
then beamed on as NHS president senior 
Samantha Thiagaram and Ms. Pawlikowski 
praised them for their service to their 
community and extended their gratitude 
to everyone who made the event possible. 
They concluded their ceremonial speeches 
by emphasizing and commending the 

NHS, contd.
event. Dedicated members of  the BEAT 
gathered after school, organizing everything 
from decorations to food to the playlist. “We 
had a meeting to start planning the basics of  
the event,” explained senior Christie Hui, 
Senior Council of  the BEAT. “Everyone 
pitched in ideas and then we voted on all of  
them. From there, we split into four separate 
committees and everyone met up after 
school or outside of  school.”
 On the night of  the event, students 
walked into a cafeteria transformed into a 
dance floor. As soon as the music began to 
play, students quickly moved to the dance 
floor, grooving to school dance classics 
such as “Cha Cha Slide,” “The Dougie,” and 
“Hotline Bling.”

 Per this year’s theme, “The Roaring 20s,” 
many students dressed up in tuxedos and 
dresses, some even incorporating feather 
boas into their costumes. At the end of  the 
night, ten attendees were nominated for 
best costume, the winner determined by 
the loudest cheers from the crowd. Junior 
Darshan Singh, clad in a classic tuxedo, was 
crowned the winner. 
 Through the efforts of  the BEAT’s 
members, this year’s Bandboozle was a 
success.  “We were able to raise 200 dollars 
this year,” commented Mr. Zazzali, one of  
JP Stevens’ band directors. “Bandboozle was 
a social outlet for students, giving them the 
opportunity to socialize, as well as support a 
great cause.”

students’ academic aptitude, leadership skill, 
community service, and strong character, the 
four pillars of  the society. 
 The event progressed with the candle 
lighting, where inductees lined up on both 
sides of  the auditorium and lit each other’s 
candles in the dark. All the students then 
blew out the candles in unison, signifying 
their official acceptance into the National 
Honor Society.  Junior Victoria Tan stated, 
“The ceremony really made me feel like a 
part of  a community and much more proud 
of  my accomplishments and induction.” 
The inductees then recited the NHS Pledge 
after Esha Lalla, promising that they would 
continue to prove themselves as true leaders 
and admirable community members. The 
ceremony continued with a performance of  
the Alma Mater, led by senior Shivam Bhatt. 
Each inductee then obtained a certificate of  
induction and was congratulated by each of  
the administrators on stage. The students 
all received flowers and pins while signing 
their names in ledger books, signifying their 
acceptance into the JP Stevens chapter 
of  the National Honor Society. Junior 
William Li said, “I am so proud that NHS 
is acknowledging our accomplishments. 
I know this society will teach me so much 
more about character and service.” As the 
students made their way back to their seats, 
Samantha Thiagaram and Esha Lalla made 
their closing remarks about the ceremony 
before dismissing the crowd for a reception 
in the cafeteria.
 At the reception, friends and parents 
gathered to take pictures together and 
indulge in desserts and refreshments. 
Students left the ceremony excited for a new 
journey and ready to reach their full potential 
as honorable leaders who give back to their 
community.

the production. The lighting, sound, and 
technical aspects of  the show were credited 
to the crew. There were many challenges 
associated with the construction of  a mini 
Maycomb. “Building the set took countless 
hours after school,” commented senior Tara 
Shukla, president of  the theatre company. 
“We had to make sure the proportions of  
the buildings were right and that the wood 
was assembled correctly. The art crew had 
to make sure that the visuals popped out 
and seemed as realistic as possible. Everyone 
had a part to play, and we’re so successful 
because we played our parts right.” 
 While constructing the props was indeed 
a challenge, the production of  To Kill a 
Mockingbird was a little less hectic for other 
departments. Technical director and sound 
head, senior Hannah Xue, added, “This 
show was easier for me because there 
were no mics involved. It was a relaxing 

500: Number of ducks sold 
in the FHS duck sale

8: Number of teachers in 
the science department 
who are rutgers alumni

123: Number of 
restaurants called to 
ask for Holiday Dinner 

donations

332: Number of flyers 
taped up in the hallways

303: Number of band 
instruments owned by the 

school

12: Number of touchdowns 
scored by the freshman 

football team this season

11,500: Number of 
Dollars the Class of 2018 

still needs to raise for 
prom

2,180: Number of songs 
in Mr. Alfonzo’s spotify 

playlists

17: Number of hours 
spent walking in gym 

during an average year

JP by the Numbers
At a Glance

By: Jill Patel, senior,
                 Rohan Mekala, sophomore,

and   Lekhya Kollu, freshman

start to my tenure as technical director.” 
Nevertheless, controlling sound effects still 
served as a significant source of  stress for 
her and the rest of  the sound crew. Timing 
these effects with light and stage cues is 
always a challenge, but the crew was able to 
accomplish this feat seamlessly, especially 
during the horrifying scene in the woods 
when Jem and Scout are attacked. 
 Presenting a classic like To Kill a Mockingbird 
is a challenge indeed, but JP’s Theatre 
Company rose to the occasion. With the 
right touches of  humor and grief, playfulness 
and compassion, cast and crew members put 
together an emotionally-charged spectacle 
that left audiences entranced. As senior Priya 
Mukherjee, who played Mrs. Dubose, puts 
it, “I’ve been part of  the theatre company 
for so long, there was no play more perfect 
than To Kill a Mockingbird to start my senior 
year with.”
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FBLA Suits Up for Regionals
 A SENSE OF COMPETITION marked the 
lively spirit of  the FBLA North Central 
Regional Conference. The conference took 
place on December 2 in the JP Stevens 
library. FBLA executive board members, 
advisors, and members alike contributed 
countless hours to make this event a success. 
“FBLA continued traditions from last year, 
like the Shark Tank Activity and inviting 
students from the Rutgers PBL to act as 
judges,” explained senior Cheryl Chang, 
senior and FBLA president. “Speakers from 
Rutgers and Stevens Institute of  Technology 
were invited weeks in advance. We even gave 
out a survey to evaluate how the conference 
went this year so we can improve next 
year’s experience and other future events.” 
Highlights included the Shark Tank Activity, 
where FBLA members marketed a product, 
and the guest speakers from PBL, the college 
level of  FBLA, sought to provide members a 
way to further explore the realm of  business. 
 Students dressed in formal business attire 
went straight to the library, where they were 
served bagels and muffins for breakfast. As 
students started to settle, special keynote 
speakers from Rutgers University came to 
give presentations to the FBLA members. 
Two college students, Sahithi Talagadadeevi 
and Sunny Sheth, who are members of  the 
Rutgers chapter of  PBL, discussed their 
experiences with the organization and how 
it helped them build a wide array of  skills. 
The PBL members expressed how the 
organization has influenced them and what 
PBL is like in college. “The keynote speakers 
were very informative, straightforward, 
and engaging,” said sophomore participant 
Richard Ye. “I had no idea that FBLA existed 
at a college level. This really made me think 

about my future and even maybe potentially 
pursuing a business-related career.”
 The highlight for the members of  the 
conference was their specific competitive 
event, either an individual or group 
assessment based on a business-related topic 
ranging from business communications to 
economics. After members selected topics 
over a month in advance, the executive 
board held practice test sessions for 
members as well as a Q&A session after 
school. Although this event consists only 
of  JP Stevens students who are members 
of  FBLA, JP students are scored against 
students from other schools in the North-
Central region. Ultimately, only 8 individuals 
and 5 teams per competitive event out of  32 
schools advance to compete against more 
FBLA members at a statewide conference. 
Nevertheless, students who do not place at 
this conference still have the opportunity to 
compete at the state conference.
 In the auditorium, the group played a spin-
off  game of  the television show Shark Tank 
where students were divided into six groups 
and develop a presentation for a product 
of  their choice. In the presentation, they 
attempted to convince a panel of  judges, 
consisting of  the visiting PBL members 
Sahithi Talagadadeevi and Sunny Sheth, to 
invest in their product. A variety of  products 
were presented, ranging from the One-Zzz 
to the Ballpoint Pen Corrector, along with 
the name and description of  the product, the 
stores that would sell the item, and the cost 
and the percentage of  profit that would go to 
the investors. Ultimately, the PBL members 
gave their input into which item they thought 
was presented in the best manner and the 
winners of  the activity. “Shark Tank captures 
many of  the attributes that FBLA stands 
for,” junior Victoria Tan, Vice President 

By KRISHNA PATEL, sophomore

KELLY YU

of  Community Service, commented. “It’s a 
business-centered activity that can also be a 
lot of  fun. When we see groups who cannot 
contain their laughter while brainstorming a 
product, that’s how we know at least we’re 
doing something right!”
 After both groups completed the test and 
the Shark Tank activity, the groups headed 
back to the library to eat Subway sandwiches 
and desserts for lunch, chatting, relaxing, and 
celebrating the end of  the testing sessions. 
After a while, guest speakers Brandon J. 
Griffin and Nicole Portner, recent graduates 
from the Stevens Institute of  Technology, 
came over to discuss the benefits of  going 
into sectors of  business, resources offered 
by Stevens Institute of  Technology, and 
campus life at the university. Emphasizing 
the importance of  business in the real world, 
they encouraged students to not only have 
an interest in applying at their school but to 
also pursue business-related careers.
 As the conference came to an end, FBLA 
members participated in one last group 
activity, an icebreaker challenge, aimed 
toward strengthening connections among 
FBLA members as well as making new 
members feel welcome to FBLA. Students 
attempted to fill up a bingo board with 

signatures of  fellow members who have 
fulfilled certain FBLA milestones as labeled 
on the board, such as “Is attending Regionals 
for the first time” or “Is in the Publicity/
Membership Committee.” At the end, 
students filled out a survey, in which they 
were asked a few questions about how they 
felt about the event in order to make next
year’s conference even more successful. 
Sophomore Andrew Shen stated, “I really 
enjoyed regionals, especially since a lot of  
my friends were there. You could tell that 
everybody who planned it put a lot of  effort 
in because it was really well-organized, and it 
was a great experience.”
 Even though this event was a competition, 
Ms. Tolba, advisor of  FBLA, expressed the 
importance of  FBLA and how competitions 
like the Regional Conference truly help 
beyond high school. “FBLA participation 
is a powerful credential for your résumé, 
whether you are moving on to college or the 
workplace. The business community knows 
and respects FBLA. As an FBLA member, 
you will have a better understanding of  how 
business works than the average student. 
You will learn skills, such as leadership and 
networking, and gain a self-confidence that 
will make you successful in the future.”

Rohan Shah, Kintan Patel, and Neil Patel take a computer-based test.
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Pinning Down Success 
 RUNNING THROUGH the bitter cold and 
feeling the wind whip against your face are 
not activities that would attract most people. 
The idea of  running on slippery, black ice 
with numb feet would send shivers down 
most people’s spines. Despite these harsh 
conditions, the JP Stevens winter track team 
has learned to preservere through winter’s 
wrath, and this year is no exception. 
 To attain success as a whole, the team 
focuses on developing three things: speed, 
stamina, and strength. Head Coach Martinez 
and Assistant Coaches Allen and Azher  
regularly implement new workouts into the 
team’s routine. For example, on a single day, 
the girls will either run eighteen 200 meter 
repeats for a speed workout or between 
four to six miles for a distance workout. 
Additionally, the athletes in the throwing 
squad train in the weight room to strengthen 
their arm muscles for throwing shot put, 
javelin and discus in the pit. The sprinters 
focus on short distance workouts, running 
sprint medleys that require immense 
amounts of  perseverance. Regardless of  
whether they are sprinters, distance runners,  
hurdlers, or throwers, all of  the athletes are 
expected to work their hardest and push 
themselves in every workout.  
  This perseverance comes into play often, 
as the cold presents more than just stuffy 
noses, teary eyes, and numb ears for the 
runners. Aneesh Deshpande (12) explains, 
“The cold affects my running by making it 
harder to breathe; generally when it is cold 
there’s less oxygen in the air. A lot of  the 
time there’s a lot of  snow and ice on the 
ground, so we have to make sure we don’t 
slip; but, through all this we become tougher 
runners.” To stay motivated through the 
frigid weather, the team requires more than 
just layers of  thermal sports attire: in the 
biting cold, the runners also look to cultivate 
team spirit to warm their souls. Captain 
Zoeb Mohammedshah (12) admires “how 
hard [his] teammates work, and how much 
[each practice] will help for races,” and uses 
their dedication to keep himself  similarly 
motivated and mentally focused. Also proud 
of  the team, Coach Martinez remarks that, 
“for most of  our runners that [motivation] 
is intrinsic.” He continues, “They want 
to come out, face adversity, and get better 
every day.” Despite all of  the challenges 
that come with running in the winter, the 
runners have proven that their dedication 
will help them surpass any obstacle. They 
continually prove that they are willing to 
face the difficulties and improve everyday to 
reach unprecedented heights. 
 Evidently, the team achieved those heights 
last winter season when Captain Aaron John 
(12) made the Meet of  Champions, placing 
fourth in the state. With a time of  1:56.70, 
Aaron made JP Stevens history and secured 
the distinction as one of  the best runners 
our school has seen to date. He comments, 
“I’m very particular about my training 
routine because I think it’s important to not 

By FARHAN PATEL, senior

Tracks in the Snow
 THE AIR is tense as the wrestlers strap up 
and exit the locker rooms. They head to the 
mats, mentally preparing themselves for the 
match. The energy in the room is palpable, 
and the team waits for the whistle to signal 
the start.
 The JP Stevens wrestling team experiences 
this tension daily in both matches and 
practices. Led by captains Matthew Jasinski 
(11), Vraj Patel (12), and Samuel Marshall 
(12), the team looks to start the season 
strong and hopes to improve its skills as 
the season progresses. This year, the new 
assistant coaches, Mr. Reid and Mr. Zechino, 
look to influence the team alongside 
head coach, Mr. Gioffre, by sharing their 
knowledge of  wrestling. With the guidance 
of  experienced wrestlers such as Paul Kim 
(12) and Paul Vargas (12), the coaches and 
captains envision a tremendous rise in talent 
in the younger wrestlers. Samuel Marshall 
affirms this vision, stating, “The team is 
looking better and better every day. We are 
working hard to develop our moves and are 
striving to be a legitimate contender in the 
GMCs this year.”
 During practice, the wrestlers compete 
in various live wrestling matches with one 

 THE WORLD SERIES between the New 
York Mets and the Kansas City Royals was 
an exhilarating matchup with sudden twists 
and turns. Out of  the five game series, two 
of  the games went to extra innings (Games 1 
and 5), and three of  those games featured a 
comeback in the eighth inning or later (Games 
1, 4, and 5). These insane highlights created 
a World Series that attracted an average of  
14.7 million viewers per game, making this 
the most watched World Series in ten years. 
At the end of  the stunning series, the Royals 
emerged victorious, winning four games to 
the Mets’ one game. On the way to winning 
the World Series, the Royals had pivotal 
moments which shifted the momentum of  
the games and the World Series as a whole in 
their favor. Here are the top three moments 
from the World Series. 
GAME 1: Alex Gordon’s Home Run 
(Royals)    
 Leading by one run in the bottom of  the 
inning with two outs, the New York Mets 
looked as though they were on the verge of  
winning Game 1. The Royals were batting, 
and Alex Gordon came up to the plate. 
Gordon was only the ninth best hitter in the 
lineup, and he faced a pitcher who hadn’t 
given up a run the entire postseason. In a 
miraculous moment, Alex Gordon hit a solo 
home run and tied the game at 4-4, sending 
the fans at the Kauffman Stadium in Kansas 
City into a frenzy. The Royals eventually 
won the game in the 14th inning, with Ben 
Zobrist hitting a single and scoring a run.

another to try to develop their skill sets. 
Continuously chanting the phrase “no 
one ever drowned in sweat,” the varsity 
squad relies on repetition and each other 
to drill its moves to perfection. Vraj Patel 
explains, “Some of  my personal goals are 
to simply improve and push my wall every 
day in practice. There are so many things 
which motivate me everyday, and one is just 
knowing that my opponent is practicing 
as hard as I am.” To close every practice, 
the team builds camaraderie by gathering 
in a massive huddle on the center mat to 
discuss upcoming matches, expectations, 
and the positive and negative aspects of  
that day’s workout, including the drills and 
conditioning. 
 The Hawks give all their effort in practice 
to push past mental and physical barriers 
to increase their self-confidence and boost 
the team’s spirits overall. Wrestling builds 
up the team’s courage to strike and fight 
aggressively,  which is often the only way 
to assert control on the mat. Through 
their bravery and dedication to the sport, 
members of  the JP Stevens wrestling team 
define true champions each time they put on 
their gear. Even when they fall, they strap up 
their bandages and wipe away their sweat to 
rise again.

The Unforgettables
By ADARSSH NAGAJARAN, junior

GAME 4: Daniel Murphy’s Error (Mets) 
 In the top of  the eighth inning, with the 
Mets leading the Royals 3-2, Eric Hosmer 
went to bat for the Royals. The Mets pitcher 
Jeruys Familia, with his devastating fastball, 
forced Hosmer to hit a simple ground ball to 
second baseman Daniel Murphy. It seemed 
like the inning was over since it was a routine 
ground ball that was guaranteed to be an out, 
but the ball slipped under Murphy’s glove 
and into the outfield. Ben Zobrist scored 
from second base and Lorenzo Cain went 
to third base with still one out in the inning. 
Two more runs were scored that inning, 
making the score 5-3 and effectively ending 
the game. The Royals came back again, now 
one game away from a World Series title.
GAME 5: Eric Hosmer’s Double (Royals) 
 Since Game 5 was potentially the last 
game for the Mets, they played with a 
sudden fire in their eyes. The Mets entered 
the ninth inning leading 2-0, and they were 
in good position to win the game. The 
Royals managed to get one person on base 
with two outs when Eric Hosmer came to 
bat. The Mets starting pitcher, Matt Harvey, 
was looking to finish the game that he 
started, but Hosmer had other ideas. He hit 
a triple that scored the runner while putting 
him at third base. Then, he became the fifth 
person in MLB Postseason history to steal 
home plate off  a wild pitch, which tied the 
game at 2-2. The game went to extra innings 
again, and this time, the Royals scored five 
runs in the top of  the 12th inning, winning 
the game and solidifying their place as World 
Series champions.

By JIGISHA MAVANI, freshman

only work hard but also work smart. I try 
to maintain a daily training schedule so that 
I can be consistent, but I also continue to 
push myself  to improve.” This season he 
continues to be a role model, hoping that his 
hard work will pay off  once again. 
 The girls on the winter track team 
are just as relentless when it comes to 
overcoming adversity. Although they lost 
several seniors last year, the influx of  many 
motivated freshmen has kept the team solid. 
Unfortunately, it takes time to train new 
girls in hurdles and accustom them to the 
logistics of  practice. However, the arrival 
of  new girls also meant the ability to create 
new routines and improve workouts. Angela 
Cao (10) is pleased that the distance team is 
comprised mainly of  underclassmen, stating 
that the novelty of  the team has allowed 
them “to create new pilates routines as well 
as integrate barefoot-strides into [their] after-
run routine.” The group of  24 girls is close-
knit: they have many team rituals, including 
Cookie Monday. This quirky tradition calls 
for one teammate to bring in cookies for 
the whole team to give the girls energy and 
motivation to start the week off  strong. Such 
camaraderie keeps the team enthusiastic and 
willing to face the cold. As Captain Jamina 
Morris (12) puts it, “The track team and the 
family feeling is what inspires me to come to 
practice every day.” 
 The girls’ rigorous exercises and ability 
to push through the harsh weather are good 
indications of  a successful season and GMC 
tournament. As they gear up for the GMCs 
and state championships, Coach Martinez 
comments, “We want to be a complete team 
that is competitive in the field and on the track 
in both the distance, sprints and hurdles. We 
think we can score in the Distance Medley 
and Shuttle Hurdles in the county on both 
teams.” Although the weather worsens, the 
team gets tougher under the leadership of  
determined and inspired captains as well 
as experienced coaches who will stop at 
nothing to break records and write their 
names in the history books. 

Poolside Chats: Discussing Passion and Inspiration
By JENNA YAN, freshman

 ALTHOUGH THE JP Stevens swim team is 
only in its second year as an official team, 
many of  the swimmers are truly motivated. 
Prior to the beginning of  the season, we got 
a chance to interview some of  the swimmers.  
Here are a few of  their responses:

QUESTION: What is something special 
about JP’s swim team?
“This year, the size of  our team almost 
doubled. We work hard and train, and it has 
paid off! Last year, a lot of  our swimmers 
got Top 16 at GMCs, which is a huge 
accomplishment.” 

— Sydney Kwan, junior

QUESTION: Why do you enjoy swimming?
“Like many sports, it allows me to see how 
far hard work can go. Good results don’t 
happen to everyone; only people who are 
willing to put in the effort are rewarded, and 
this is a challenge I’ve come to appreciate. 
There’s nothing more satisfying than 
achieving a goal you’ve worked so hard for.” 

— Eugene Kim, senior

“I enjoy swimming because the experience 
is completely different from all other sports 
because the pool environment is different. It 
doesn’t involve any extra equipment: you just 
need to show up with a suit, a pair of  goggles, 
and a cap, and then you’re ready to go”

 — Elizabeth Chiu, junior

QUESTION: Who are your favorite 
swimmers and how do they inspire you?
“Mark Spitz is my favorite swimmer because 
he is a legend at swimming. During the 1972 
Olympics, he set a world record, winning 
seven gold medals. At the time there were 
no goggles to swim with back then. His 
swimming career makes me cherish the 
opportunities that our team has. We may not 
like the sets in practice or the pain, but we 
definitely had better conditions than Mark 
Spitz had.” 

— Paul Stanik, senior

QUESTION: How do you stay motivated?
“Whether they are personal records or 
qualifying times, my goals give me something 

to train for. I set them for myself; they aren’t 
assigned. The satisfaction of  achieving them 
is what gives me the extra push to make it 
through a hard practice.” 

— Eugene Kim, senior

QUESTION: What’s your favorite food to 
eat/routine to complete before a meet?
“My favorite thing to do before a meet is 
sleep a lot. I also love to eat pasta to give my 
body energy before a race. Before any big 
meets, I  like to taper (when the intensity level 
and distance during a practice decreases).” 

— Stephanie Chiu, freshman

Read the rest of  the interview online at 
www.jpshawkeye.com!

The boys track team runs an 800m 
to prepare for their upcoming meet.

ASHLEY SHAH
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because our personalities bounce off  of  
each other.  Similar to how other sports have 
eats, every Saturday we have tournaments 
in which we all bring food and have a really 
sugary dessert right after breakfast. As a 
whole, we are all supportive of  one another 
and enjoy being around each other.” The 
close bond among all of  the bowlers is what 
truly distinguishes this team from the rest of  
its competitors. 
 While bowling is considered a hobby for 
many people, it is a serious and competitive 
sport for the JP boys and girls teams. It 
tests their character and perseverance: they 
must keep their calm, especially when the 
ball is inches away from the last pin and the 
team is moments away from victory. Players 
must overcome many mental challenges to 
succeed and continue improving. However, 
their hard work pays off  in the end because 
as Charitha Aineri (12) reflects, “Bowling 
provides me with a place to really collect 
myself  after a day at school and also allows 
me to connect and interact with others who 
share the same interests as me.”

By RISHABH KAPOOR, junior

 OF ALL THE WOMEN known for “fighting” 
for women’s rights, Ronda Rousey is far 
from the most renowned. Maybe the reason 
for her relative anonymity as a female activist 
is that she participates in actual fights, but 
not primarily for women’s rights. Initially, 
Rousey followed her staunch passion for 
Judo, which was instilled into her when she 
was 11 by her mother, the first U.S. citizen 
to win a World Judo Championship. At the 
2008 Beijing Olympics, Rousey won a bronze 
medal in Judo, becoming the first American 
to medal in Judo at the Olympics since the 
sport was introduced to the games in 1992.
 After a rousing career in Judo, Rousey 
picked up Mixed Martial Arts (MMA) and 
became acquainted with the armbar, a 
submission technique in which professional 
fighters pull their opponent’s arms against 
their thighs, and, with their arms, lock their 
opponent’s arm.
This technique became Rousey’s infamous 
trademark when she used it to capture 
and defend the Women’s Bantamweight 
Championship title. In November of  
2012, Rousey became the first female 
fighter to sign with the Ultimate Fighting 
Championship (UFC). She was denuded of  
the title on November 15, 2015 when fellow 
fighter Holly Holmes handed Rousey her 
first MMA defeat. Although the loss was 
heartbreaking, there is little doubt that the 
youthful, charismatic fighter will reenter the 
ring with her head held high. In fact, UFC 
President Dana White is sure there will be 
a rematch, stating: “Yeah, that fight’s going 
to happen [again]. I don’t know when, but 
that’s the fight that will happen.”

 Nevertheless, Ronda has always been very 
self-conscious and has struggled with her 
body image, convinced by the derision of  
others that she is too masculine. She refutes 
the popular belief  that the MMA 
is exclusive to males, claiming, 
“There are so many ridiculous 
arguments that MMA is 
somehow anti-woman. 
Fighting is not a man’s 
thing, it is a human thing. To 
say that it is anti-woman is 
an anti-feminist statement.” 
With this valiant 
attitude, 

Ronda Rousey continues to be a guiding 
light for female athletes all around the world, 
including some of  the   most outstanding 
female athletes at JP Stevens.
  We asked some of  the female senior athletes 
at our own school how Rousey has inspired 
their high school careers and how they have 
strived for success:

1. QUESTION: How does Ronda Rousey 
inspire young girls to succeed in male-
dominated fields, such as sports?

CLAIRE PAN (tennis captain): Ronda Rousey 
inspires girls everywhere to succeed in male-
dominated fields with her self-confidence 
and toughness. Athletics, especially UFC 
fighting, are predominately known as a man’s 
territory; Ronda Rousey doesn’t care. She’ll 
even challenge Floyd Mayweather because 
she doesn’t see being a girl as a disadvantage.

2. QUESTION: What contributes most to your 
success as an amazing female athlete?

KATHY TONG (girls basketball 
team captain):  

Personally, 
I’m never 

complacent in where I am as an athlete. 
I know that I have so much room for 
improvement to get to that “next” level 
in my sport and in my athletic ability. 
Sometimes I like to train with boys because 
they’re stronger and faster than I am, and 
that pushes me to work harder.

KAYLA SMITH (volleyball and softball 
captain): I just like the overall drive to 
succeed. When I step on the volleyball court 
or the softball field, all my focus goes to 

 ELEVEN YEARS AGO, the JP Stevens girls 
basketball team won its third consecutive 
GMC championship. Four years ago, 
the Lady Hawks only had one win. Well-
intentioned sports writers wrote about the 
Hawks’ good effort, but each game was 
another painful defeat for the once dominant 
team. However, in 2009, Coach Amy Bonk, 
a JP alumna and leader of  the victorious, 
three-time GMC champion team, took over 
the organization, bringing her dedication to 
the sport with her. Under her leadership, 
the Lady Hawks truly have improved, as 
evidenced by their winning records. From 
one win, the girls basketball team won two 
games, then six; in the 2014-2015 regular 
season, the Hawks held an astounding record 
of  twelve wins. Coach Bonk’s example of  
hard work and dedication has spread to her 
players, who look to go even further in the 
GMC tournament this year.
 Captain Molly Yelencsics (12) has helped 
lead the Hawks through the challenge of  
turning the team around. As a three-year 
captain, Molly acknowledges, “Sometimes it 
was tough being a young captain.” Though 
most upperclassmen do not enjoy taking 
directions from underclassmen, Molly 
knows that “Coach Bonk relies on [her] to 
be her voice and relay her messages to the 
team.” Because Molly has continued to take 
on the incredible amount of  responsibility 
being captain for so long requires, she has 

By LAUREN TENCZA, senior
provided the Hawks with a consistency that 
has allowed them to grow and improve.
 Co-captains Molly Yelencsics, Rebecca 
DiSerio, and Kathy Tong are three of  six 
seniors on the team, along with Grace Kau, 
Mary Kelly, and Lauren Tencza; all six have 
played together since middle school. Grace 
Kau states, “We’ve gotten better and better 
each year. It’s a pattern I want to maintain, 
especially this season since it is the last year 
I can devote myself  to the program.” With 
a “chemistry stronger than ever,” the seniors 
aim to make their last year memorable with 
upsets against the top teams in the county. 
This dream, however, will only be possible 
with the help of  the underclassmen.
 In addition to the seniors, players Laya 
and Lipi Paladugu (11), Julie Siecinski 
(11), and Jamyra Maye (10) are just four 
examples of  the multiple threats returning 
to the court this season for the Hawks. 
Aside from returning players, there are three 
impressive freshmen joining varsity, looking 
to add on to the skills of  the upperclassmen.
The Hawks all have high expectations for 
this season. Coach Bonk comments that in 
addition to an improved record, “[the team] 
would like to continue to build cohesiveness 
by utilizing team-building strategies 
throughout the season. This approach will 
be helpful in increasing our confidence 
and camaraderie as a team.” While teams 
such as Edison, Bishop Ahr, and Monroe 
have come out on top in previous years, 
JP is set on changing that this year.

every aspect of  that game. I guess passion 
and motivation make me want to succeed 
and show my full potential.

3. QUESTION: Ronda just lost her last fight, 
but the whole world expects her to come 
back from this. As an athlete, how do you 
find a way to persevere after a failure?

KAYLA SMITH: You have to have a short 
memory in any sport you play. Even after 
making one silly mistake, if  you dwell on it 
long enough, that obsession could potentially 
ruin the way you play for the rest of  the 
game. After a loss, I would say it’s hard to 
just forget and move on. There are definitely 
some games that are so mentally frustrating; 
you have to push yourself  to move on and 
focus on the next game. Sometimes you 
just have to keep saying, “Today wasn’t our 
day, but just wait for tomorrow.” I always 
focus all the frustration of  losing (because 
sometimes it really sucks) on winning the 
next game we play.

CLAIRE PAN: I don’t think there is any athlete 
who hasn’t experienced failure before. The 
most important part is to learn from the 
experience and start building toward your 
next success.

KATHY TONG: I remember all my previous 
losses and use those to fuel my goals (to 
break previous basketball records). No, 
Ronda Rousey’s loss doesn’t affect anything 
because she’s still amazing. She’s strong and 
beautiful and independent. Her loss has no 
bearing on her credibility as an athlete and 
person. It’s up to Ronda now to come back 
from her loss and continue inspiring girls.

By KAPIL JAIN, senior

Striking Down Victory  Rising Back to the Top

Ronda Rousey: The Real Activist

Julie Siecinski (11) prepares for a foul shot against New Brunswick.

JAGATHI KALLURU
Charitha Aineri (12) bowls against 
Perth Amboy at the Brunswick 
Zone Carolier. 

 The players’ chant of  “turkey” rings 
throughout the building as a single bowling 
ball rolls down the lane and strikes ten pins 
simultaneously and viciously, creating a 
cacophonous sound. Although many people 
associate “turkey” with Thanksgiving, 
bowlers call it out after someone has bowled 
three consecutive strikes—a sign of  a likely 
victory for that team. Although many people 
tend to take bowling lightly because of  its 
sweat-free workouts and lack of  physical 
movement, bowling involves more than 
just a ball and ten pins. Throughout the 
season, the JP boys and girls bowling teams 
constantly train their endurance, motivation, 
and perseverance to succeed this season.
 The JP boys and girls bowling teams both 
put immense amounts of  effort into each 
practice to improve their basic skill sets 
and win more games. They spend countless 
hours improving the minute details in 
their technique and commit these details 
to their muscle memory. These repetitive, 
monotonous  practices are extremely taxing 
on the team’s players; when asked about their 
strenuous exercises, Coach Canova states 
that, “Practices can be very challenging when 
skills and drills are repeatedly practiced but 
encourage friendly competition amongst 
team members.” For example, at one 
practice, the players drilled for ten minutes 
and played three games against each other to 
refine their different throws. Captain Daveon 
Shackleford (11) comments, “We also bowl 
hundreds of  times and each time we repeat 
the same throw. Even though people say that 
it’s just rolling a ball down a lane, it requires 
technique, concentration, force, consistency, 
and memory.” 
 Aside from emphasizing a stringent 
practice schedule, Coach Canova also 
encourages his players to smile through hard 
work, bond with each other, and strengthen 
the team’s chemistry. Captain Jagathi Kalluru 
(11) explains, “We work really well together 

KATHY TONG
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College Recruits: Determination and Decisions
By ROHAN ROY, junior

Undefeated: The Warriors Dynasty

Hockey

 IN ADDITION to its distinguished music 
programs, successful clubs, and strong 
academics, JP Stevens is also known for its 
skillful and accomplished athletes. These 
students proudly wear their green and gold 
uniforms, earning themselves something 
many other high schoolers only dream of  
receiving: an athletic scholarship. While 
showcasing their talents in their respective 
sports, the following athletes have displayed 
character and passion both on and off  the 
field. We asked three of  JP’s best athletes 
about their college recruitment processes; 
hopefully, one day we’ll see them achieve 
greatness on the world playing field.

Kyle Mackiewicz
 Kyle Mackiewicz knew the minute he 
stepped onto the volleyball court that 
volleyball was going to define his high school 
experience. As a member of  the All-Central 
First Team and the  GMC and Home News 
Tribune Player of  the Year, Mackiewicz has 
become one of  New Jersey’s most dominant 
volleyball players. With 338 kills last season, 
he is on track to break an all-time school 
record. When Pennsylvania State University, 
which has a top-ranked Division I volleyball 
college program, asked Mackiewicz to don its 
legendary blue and white uniform, he quickly 
accepted the offer. Ever since its inaugural 
season in 1973, Penn State men’s volleyball 
has been making history: the university 
just achieved its record-breaking sixteenth 
consecutive conference championship and 
has won a total of  29 championships since 
1981. Although it was Kyle’s goal to go to 
PSU when he first started playing, he found 
getting recruited wasn’t easy, despite having 

made his commitment his sophomore season 
to the powerhouse college team. Because he 
changed teams often, it was difficult for the 
colleges to follow his success. However, his 
efforts eventually paid off; he states, “As I 
improved more and more, I realized I had 
a good chance of  making it into PSU. I got 
in contact with the coaches there, and they 
offered a trial and scouting combine at a 
youth national team camp. I committed to 
them later on.” 

Gokul Murugesan
 JP Stevens tennis has always been one 
of  the most consistent programs in the 
school and state. Over the past year, Gokul 
Murugesan has led the Hawks tennis team 
to an impressive 21-2 record; the team won 
its third consecutive GMC title and qualified 
for the Section II Group IV final. Gokul 
won 13 matches his sophomore year and 15 
last season as a first singles player against the 
best tennis athletes around the state. Gokul 
has also received spots on the third team All-
Group IV list, All-GMC conference team, 
and All-Red Division team and helped the 
Hawks rank sixth in the state. There is no 
questioning why Gokul is going to play at 
the College of  New Jersey next year. His 
inspiration to play at TCNJ comes not only 
from its tennis program, but also from its 
excellent biology and pre-med programs. 
The college recruitment process was simple 
for Gokul because many coaches from 
across the country had watched his game 
highlights and national tournaments. Gokul 
comments, “The [TCNJ] coach had been 
following my progress and my results in 
tournaments, and he had contacted me my 
junior year. In the beginning of  my senior 
year, I decided to visit the school, and I 

really liked the atmosphere and the team. I 
sat down and talked to the coach and my 
parents. It seemed like TCNJ was the best 
option, so I committed.”

Vishal Walia
 In addition to Gokul Murugesan, tennis 
star Vishal Walia has also impressed many 
college coaches around the country. Walia 
has also helped JP Stevens win the last three 
boys tennis GMC championships, including 
a second singles title last year against 
perennial powerhouse East Brunswick. 
Furthermore, Vishal earned spots on the 
All-Conference and All Red-Division teams, 
and even got to the Round of  Sixteen in the 
state tournament. Outside of  school, Walia 
performed very well at tournaments around 
America. With a 22-6 record against other 
top-ranked players in the country, Vishal 
became a top ten player in the state and top 
300 in the nation. Because of  his numerous 
awards, many schools such as Bentley, 
Carnegie Mellon, and Johns Hopkins were 
very interested in him. When New York 
University also showed interest, he explains, 
“I messaged the coach and he said I would 
be a great fit. After I met him in person and 
discussed what I should do, he said that my 
chances were high with my decent grades 
and scores.” Once NYU reached out to him 
with an offer, Vishal quickly committed. 
He remarks,“It is a very good school for 
finance and statistics, which is what I want 
to major in, and the atmosphere and location 
influenced my choice.”
 Kyle, Gokul, and Vishal are among three 
of  many talented athletes who are looking to 
continue their careers at the college level. We 
wish them the best of  luck as they transition 
to a whole new level of  competition.

 EVERY NEW NBA season presents new 
storylines for basketball fans to get excited 
about, and the storyline of  the 2015-2016 
season so far has been the journey of  the 
San Francisco Bay Area-based Golden State 
Warriors. On December 11, 2015, after a 
strenuous, double overtime game against 
the Boston Celtics, the Warriors emerged 
victorious 124-119. This win gave the 
Warriors their 24th consecutive win this 
season. Combined with the team’s wins in the 
2015 NBA final, the Warriors have increased 
their win streak to 28 wins. Coming off  of  
last season’s NBA championship against 
the Cleveland Cavaliers, the Warriors 
have picked up right where they left 
off, breaking the NBA record set by the 
Miami Heat in the 2012-2013 season with 
the second longest win streak. To many, it 
seems like the Warriors have broken into 
the scene in just a matter of  a few years. 
With their meteoric rise from the shadows, 
many people ask the question: how have 
the Warriors come away with win after win 
without fail? The answer is that there is no 
single reason for the Warriors’ success: many 
pieces of  a puzzle, fitting perfectly together, 
can be attributed to the team’s excellence.
 First and foremost, it is important to 
recognize the genius of  the Warriors’ front 
office in assembling the perfect distribution 
of  talent on their roster. Almost all of  the 
Warriors’ main players were acquired from 
the draft, not from trading, a testament to the 
ability of  the front office to find players with 
potential. Stephen Curry, who was selected 
with the seventh pick in the 2009 draft, has 
become a reigning MVP over the course of  
six years; he averages an astronomical 32.6 
points per game (as of  November 28). 
Though Curry is clearly the team’s 
centerpiece, none of  the Warriors’ success 
would be possible without the other players 
who fill their roles so perfectly. Klay 

By ERIC LI, sophomore
Thompson is a three-point marksman and a 
secondary offensive option for the Warriors; 
he provides another source of  scoring when 
the main star of  the show, Curry, is struggling. 
Draymond Green might be one of  the best 
all-around players in the game: at 6’7”, he 
can defend all five positions, handle the ball 
well for his size, and act as a threat from the 
three-point line. Andre Iguodala is known 

for his lockdown defense, and 
Harrison Barnes ignites the 
Warriors’ offense with his 

electrifying athleticism. 
Like Thompson 

and Green, 
b o t h 

Iguodala and Barnes are capable three-point 
shooters as well.
 While the Warriors’ collection of  talented 
players is obviously important to their 
success, it’s the way they use their talent that 
truly makes them special. The Warriors use 
a playstyle that perfectly complements their 
roster; all of  their players are willing and 
capable passers, so it comes as no surprise 
that they lead the league in assists (almost 30 

per game). Due to the open shots that their 
passing creates, they also lead the league 
in field goal percentage, at 49%, as well as 
three-point field goal percentage, at 42%.
 The Warriors are most successful with 
their revolutionary “small ball” lineup, which 
consists of  Curry, Thompson, Iguodala, 
Barnes, and Green. This lineup features 
Barnes as the tallest player at only 6’8”—
most NBA teams conventionally have two 
players at 6’10” or above on the floor at all 
times. This lineup not only gives the Warriors 
an offensive advantage due to its speed and 
shooting ability, but also benefits the team 
defensively, in large part due to Draymond 
Green’s versatility.
 But even with the pieces of  the puzzle in 
their possession, it’s impossible to complete 
the puzzle without someone at the helm to 
put all the pieces together. That “someone” 
for the Warriors last year was head coach 
Steve Kerr. Although last year was Kerr’s 
“rookie” season as a coach, he performed 

admirably in his new position, possibly due 
to his substantial experience as a player. 
Kerr’s charisma, knowledge of  the game, 
and composure were all instrumental in 
the Warriors’ championship run. 

 With the advent of  the 2015-2016 
season, interim coach Luke Walton (who, 
like Kerr, also has extensive experience as a 
player) took the reins of  the Warriors during 
their 24-0 stretch. Though the NBA credits 
the wins to head coach Kerr by default, 
because Kerr is still the head coach, media 
reports speculate that Walton will ultimately 
receive his deserved recognition.
 While the Warriors can cherish their 
historic start for now, it goes without saying 
that the real title that they are aiming for is 
a second consecutive NBA championship 
trophy. Golden State might be heavy favorites 
to win it all in June, but nothing is certain 
until the time comes. For now, though, the 
Warriors look to ride their winning streak 
like a wave off  the San Francisco coast.

 WHEN THE DISMISSAL bell rings and 
students run to catch their buses home, the 
JP/Edison ice hockey team waits another 
hour for its bus to drive them to the ice rink 
for practice. The fairly new team hopes to 
use last year as a stepping stone to improve 
immensely with the help of  exceptional 
returning members Robert Distefano (11), 
the defensive leader, and Chuck Youse (11), 
the offensive leader. Robert is currently only 
two goals away from having 50 career goals 
and even received an invitation to play for 
the Eastern Hockey League; Chuck also 
tallied seven goals and eight assists in the 
2014-15 season. 
 On November 29, the team suffered a 
close loss with a game against Frisch High 
School. However, the team still managed to 
show its strength with three goals made by 
Robert Distefano (11), Chance Berry (10), 
and Michael Tutalo (12). Parker Mckenna 
(10) also proved to be a great goalie after 
making 20 saves. Although the team has not 
started the season as well as they had hoped, 
after suffering another loss against South 
Brunswick on November 30, the team still 
remained hopeful. Chuck Youse (11), despite 
the losses, keeps a “positive mindset,” saying 
“it’s highly plausible that Edison Township 
will become a team that maintains a strong 
standing in the Red Division.” Youse 
personally also looks forward to “improving 
on [his] play style in the defensive zone.” 

 By FARHAN PATEL, senior

“[We] will become a team that 
maintains a strong standing 

in the Red Division.” 
— Chuck Youse

 Despite their early losses, the Hawks and 
Eagles turned their performance around, 
winning in a match against West Windsor-
Plainsboro North/Ewing on December 
7. The Knights were defeated quickly: the 
Hawks/Eagles led 2-0 during the game’s first 
thirty minutes. Distefano, the best offensive-
defenseman in the state, made four goals, 
leading the team to a 6-2 victory. Youse and 
Berry also contributed one goal each to the 
win. 
 Only the Co-op’s team third year, Robert 
acknowledges the team’s inexperience but is 
motivated by its work ethic. He notes that 
though the JP/Edison ice hockey team 
consists of  players who only started during 
their freshman year and that “most teams 
[they] play are filled with kids who have 
been been playing hockey most their lives,” 
the team’s relative inexperience doesn’t 
“discourage [them] from working hard and 
always wanting to improve.” In hopes of  
enhancing everyone’s performance during 
games, the team practices with drills to 
work on positioning, simulates game-like 
situations, and ends every practice with 
a ten-minute scrimmage. The team also 
looks beyond just playing practice games by 
conditioning with sprints and skating drills. 
Slowly but surely, the Hawks and Eagles are 
refining their talents and getting into better 
shape. 
 Coach Berner also looks positively at this 
year’s season and hopes “to improve every 
time we step on the ice, and to qualify for 
our first-ever state playoffs.” Although this 
feat has never been achieved before in JP 
history, Coach Berner doesn’t hold back on 
his dreams for this year’s season. Last year, 
the team showed consistent improvement, 
and the team continues to move up its ranks 
in the county. Coach Berner admits the team 
will still have a long way to go, but he focuses 
on having “perhaps our most talented 
returning men in years and [the addition of]  
two players with extensive experience, who 
while freshmen, should make immediate 
impacts on the squad.”
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