
 EVERY FOUR YEARS, JP Stevens 
honors a select number of its 
alumni by inducting them into the 
John P. Stevens High School Hall of 
Honor. This honor is reserved for 
alumni who have made their high 
school especially proud due 
to their post-high school 
accomplishments. 
Photos of these 
men and women 
are framed and 
displayed in the 
showcase across 
from the main 
office, attracting the 
daily attention of students, 
faculty, administrators, and 
visitors.
 This year, ten alumni are being 
awarded this great honor. They 
are a diverse group of highly 
distinguished individuals, each of 
whom has carved out his or her 
own unique path in life. These 
alumni have achieved high levels 
of success in their various careers, 
ranging from music to journalism 
to academia and more. However, 
they all have at least one thing in 
common: all were once students 
at JP Stevens, and their former 
high school is more than proud to 
welcome these Hawks back. The 
Hall of Honor Inductees for 2014 
are Steven Kahn (‘79), Kenneth 
Davidoff (‘89), Peter DeSiena (‘96), 
Steven Fulop (‘95), Joie Fisher 
(‘92), Robin Kaye-Kooyenga (‘81), 
Peter Kunz (‘97), Arthur Markman 
(‘84), Jeffrey Rems (‘79) and Beth 
Rosenthal (‘91).
 Selecting the finest  of JP 
Stevens’ many accomplished 
alumni is not an easy task. The 
undertaking commenced this year, 
as it did in years past, with the 
nomination process approximately 
one year ago. Nomination forms 
were advertised in newspapers, 
on television, on the Internet, and 
through the mail. They were sent 
to former teachers, administrators, 
alumni, and previous winners, who 
were asked to nominate individuals 
whom they believed to be worthy 
of being included in JP’s Hall of 
Honor. When the nomination 
process was completed—around 
mid-October—the Hall of Honor 
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committee convened to begin the 
next task. This year, the committee 
included Ms. Cathy DiGioia, Ms. 
Gail Pawlikowski, Mrs. Patricia 
DiGioia-Laird, Mrs. Joanne 
Carloni, Ms. Lee Zektzer, Ms. 
Sheri Brandstetter, Ms. Heather 
Reusch, Mr. Jonathan Miller, Mr. 
Herbert Smith, Mrs. Nancy Healey, 
Ms. Susan Scerbo, and Mrs. Isabel 

Black. 
The 
committee 
mailed 
formal 
applications 
to the 
nominees, 
who then 
returned 
completed 
applications 
and submitted 
their 
resumés. The 
committee 
then selected 
the most 
outstanding 
of these 
individuals as 
inductees to the 
Hall of Honor. 
The criteria for 
selection was 
far-reaching and 
comprehensive, 
and required 
applicants to be 
assessed based 
on character, 
community 
involvement, and 
achievement in their 
respective careers. 
Though there are no 
minimum or maximum limits 
as to the number of alumni 
inducted in any given year, the 
Hall of Honor Committed strove 
to include the very best candidates 
for induction, people whose work 
and whose successes are worthy 
of honoring and commemorating. 
The ten alumni selected this year 
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are all exceptional individuals, and 
each one of them is truly deserving 
of this high honor.
 This year, the Hall of Honor 
ceremony will take place on 
Thursday, May 1. The ten inductees 
will be invited back to JP Stevens 
to reacquaint themselves with 
their former high school. A group 
of current students will act as tour 

guides, reintroducing these 
former Hawks to JP and pointing 
out new features and additions to 
the building. The inductees will 
also attend a welcome brunch 
and meet and greet to talk to each 

other and members of the Hall of 
Honor Committee. An assembly 
will be held during period 12, 
providing an opportunity for the 
inductees to share their stories 
with some members of the student 
body. Afterward, there will be a 
reception in the library involving 
certain current students. The day’s 
ceremonies will culminate in a 

dinner that evening at the 
Pines Manor in Edison.

 A lot has changed 
since the 2014 

inductees’ high 
school days. 

Teachers have 
come and 
gone, the 
school has 
grown larger, 
the people 
who make up 
the student 
body have 
become 
much more 
diverse, and 
principals,  
as well as 
the vice 
principals 
and the 
rest of the 
staff  at JP, 
has been 
constantly 
changing. 
What 
hasn’t, 

in the 
course 

of so 

many years, changed, however, 
is the value JP Stevens places 
on personal achievement, good 
character and active citizenship. 
All of this year’s inductees 
embody these values and more. 

Though they are unique in their 
accomplishments, each of them 
has in common the fact thay they 
are all alumni of JP. These men 
and women once walked the same 
halls, sat in the same classrooms, 
and, for some, listened to the same 
teachers as JP’s current students. 
They participated in some of the 
same extracurricular activities, 
went to many of the same events, 
and cheered their fellow Hawks.
 All in all, the honorees this 
year were all shaped in some way 
by their JP experiences. They 
took the knowledge and lessons 
gained from their teachers and 
their friends and applied them 
to life outside high school, with 
marvelous results. These alumni 
are proof of the positive impact 
that JP Stevens has on its students, 
regardless of the fields they wish 
to pursue. In this way, the Hall 
of Honor’s 2014 inductees can 
serve as role models and sources 
of inspiration for current Hawks, 
showing them where hard work, 
dedication, and passion can lead 
them.
 The following quote honoring 
the Hall of Honor inductees is 
fitting. “Long ago you walked 
these halls and dreamed of futures 
bright. We honor you for what 
you’ve done; like the hawk you’ve 
soared in flight.” It reminds us that 
these successful individuals were 
students once too, that though they 
have met with success, they were in 
the same position as we currently 
are. Perhaps some individuals who 
are students today will in the future 
achieve the same level of success 
as these inductees have. Perhaps 

they will one 
day be given 

a place in the 
Hall of Honor 

themselves, 
playing a part 
in continuing 

and adding to the 
already magnificent 

legacy of JP Stevens.
 On behalf of the 

administration, the teachers, the 
students, and the alumni of JP, 
past and future, we thank the Hall 
of Honor inductees for what they 
have done with their JP Stevens 
education. Congratulations, and 
welcome to the Hall of Honor.

By AZEEM MALIK, senior,
and ZIQIN YUAN, senior

Welcoming the 2014 Hall of  Honor Inductees



 310: pieces of 
art currently being 
displayed  in the arts 
wing showcase 

60: days in 2014 
that had  average 
temperatures below 32 
degrees Fahrenheit

3: toy gnomes on the 
rooftop of JP, pondering 
how they appeared there 
in the first place

snippets of JP
life and beyond

By GRACE WU, freshman
and SAMANTHIKA DEVALARAJU, junior

 At a
glance

Jorge Grajales, Señora Martinez, and Señora Keefe’s daughter, Sofia, 
enjoy the music provided by the guitar ensemble and the DJ Club.

NARAYAN KOVIL

Helping Hands for Jorge

By CHITHRA SUBRAMONIAN, sophomore

 THE CAFETERIA WAS BRIGHT with 
festivities on March 28th as the Spanish 
Honor Society hosted their annual Dinner 
For Jorge. The dinner was held in honor of 
Jorge Grajales, a high school junior, who had 
his hands and feet amputated as an infant 
due to a life-threatening infection that cut 
off circulation of blood to those limbs and 
caused a considerable amount of his body 
tissue to die. Originally from Panama, he now 

resides with his foster family, the Dyksens, 
for roughly nine months of the year, and 
his family in Panama for the summer. Upon 
learning about his condition, the Spanish 
Honor Society decided to host an event every 
year to raise money to improve his condition.
 As diners arrived, they were treated to 
vivid decorations adorning the cafeteria. 
The DJ Club blasted music as students 
lined up for food, including pasta, burritos, 
pizza, and cake, all donated by restaurants. 
Señora Martinez was especially happy about 

the turnout. “This event has been going on 
for about five to six years,” she said. “And in 
all we’ve managed to raise about $8000 to 
$9000. I’m so glad we’ve been able to help 
Jorge!” Jorge himself was excited as well. “I 
enjoy coming here and meeting new people,” 
he said. “Everyone here is very friendly.” 
 Jorge received a surprise when the 
Guitar Club serenaded the attendees with 
traditional Spanish songs like “Spanish 
Romance” and “Alma, Corazon y Vida.” 
Junior Tanya Banerjee said, “As a first time 
attendee of this dinner, I found it incredibly 
fun. Jorge’s story and the physical struggles 
he faced when he was just an infant were 
very touching, and this event was a great 
opportunity to honor him.” As students 
became friends with Jorge, the event became 
even more wonderful for all who were there.
 Even though the night soon came to a 
close, the students were left deeply inspired 
by Jorge who, despite his personal struggles, 
still helps raise money for kids with similar 
medical problems through Helping Hands 
for Jorge, Inc. “I want to be a motivational 
speaker, to help inspire and influence kids 
and raise awareness for other kids who are 
suffering and are in need of medical care,” 
Jorge said. His warmth and compassion 
helped to brighten up the night, leaving a 
lasting impression on the students.
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 Members of JP Stevens Odyssey of the 
Mind, also known as “OMers,” took a leap 
of faith for the final stepping stone as they 
competed in the NJ state tournament. 
Competing in five different problems, 
these OMers had developed solutions over 
the span of eight months. An astounding 
fourteen teams arrived at Ewing High 
School with the same goal in mind —to win 
in their respective problems and proceed to 
the World Finals. 
 The central dogma of Odyssey of the Mind 
can be summed up in two words: Start early. 
And that is exactly what the OMers did on 
the day of the state competition. Almost 
a hundred people congregated outside of 
JP Stevens at 5 a.m. to board the buses. 
With their hands filled with props, drowsy 
members attempted to run through their 
skits’ lines in their heads and make last 
minute changes. Anticipation filled the air 
and members were excited yet anxious 
about their performances.
 Odyssey of the Mind is one of the largest 
clubs in JP Stevens and perhaps one of the 
most successful as well. Each year, members 
create teams of seven people and choose 
a problem to compete in. This year the 
problems were titled Driver’s Test, The Not-
So-Haunted House, It’s How We Rule, The 
Stackable Structure, and Seeing is Believing. 
In Driver’s Test, teams were required to 
create a vehicle that would be driven to pass 
a driving test and that would employ two 
propulsion systems, one to move the vehicle 
forward and another to move it backwards. 
Teams had to engineer four “scary” special 
effects and a pop-up style haunted house 
in The Not-So-Haunted House. In It’s How 
We Rule, team performances consisted of 
a humorous plot that involved a historical 
court and a fictional court. The historical 
court would issue a plausible decree and 
the team-created court would issue a decree 
that would change the daily behavior of the 

people in the kingdom. In The Stackable 
Structure, teams developed an Earth-themed 
performance and made a stackable structure 
out of balsa wood which was tested for its 
strength with weights. Finally, in Seeing 
is Believing, performances were about 
characters feeling in danger of something in 
a location to which they had never traveled.
 Along with the performances, another 
integral part of Odyssey of the Mind 
competitions is the Spontaneous problem. 
Accounting for nearly one-third of the total 
score, Spontaneous is a test of true creativity. 
When asked about it, senior Dennis 
Zhang responded rather “spontaneously,” 
“Pineapples. Jolly Ranchers. Hazmat 
vehicles. Spontaneous is great because you 
think of the weirdest things.” Completely 
unrehearsed and unexpected, teams rely 
on quick thinking to score points. The 
Spontaneous problems fall under three 
categories: verbal, verbal hands-on, and 
hands-on. With witty puns and impressive 
solutions to hands-on problems, several 
teams from JP Stevens ended with perfect 
scores. 
 After hours of competing and watching 
other teams, OMers from elementary school 
to high school gathered to attend the awards 
ceremony. As usual, JP Stevens was highly 
successful. Four teams placed in the top 
two places in their respective problems to 
qualify for the World Finals. In addition, 
one team won the highest creativity award, 

known as the Ranatra Fusca award, for its 
vehicle. One of the masterminds behind the 
vehicle, senior Samuel Mao remarked, “A 
good idea cannot be forced, no matter how 
hard you try; it just comes to you, often at the 
most inconvenient moment—like two hours 
before college apps are due.” 
 The NJ State competition provided an 
exceptional learning experience for all 
those who competed. Members developed 
problem-solving techniques that they could 
apply elsewhere. As sophomore Jenny 
Huang said, “OM has taught me that there are 
more important things than just winning—
even though that’s obviously nice. It has 
taught me how to use a different side of your 
brain when coming up with Spontaneous 
solutions, to build cool stuff with just about 
any recycled material, to memorize lines for 
hours on repeat-repeat-repeat, and most 
importantly, to appreciate the bonds of 
friendships formed through meetings. And 
in the end, it’s more than the college apps; 
you’re an OMer, and you’ll always be one, 
whether you feel like making a stupid pun or 
you’re out there solving problems in the real 
world.” 
 With the state competition over, the four 
teams that are advancing to the World Finals 
have already began preparing for their final 
performance. Success surely awaits them 
as they practice and rehearse to represent 
JP Stevens and dOMinate the international 
stage.

By AKASH ADANI, sophomore

dOMinating at States

 JP STEVENS KEY CLUB gathered on March 
28 to to recognize the achievements of the 
past service year at the 68th annual New 
Jersey Key Club District Convention.
 The JP Stevens Key Club won several 
awards, including third place for the Club 
Website to webmaster Dharmesh Patel, third 
place for the Impromptu Essay to junior 

Nisha Bhavsar, and the Early Bird Dues 
Award to the entire JP Stevens Key Club. 
 At the Farewell Session on the final day of 
DCON, Junior Nisha Bhavsar was honored 
with the Golden Member Award, given to 
the most dedicated member in the club. The 
seniors departed with the certainty that they 
would continue serving the community in 
college, and the underclassmen left eager for 
the following year.

By GURLEEN KAUR, senior

Key Club Shines at DCON



 965: granite rocks 
on the lobby wall 

63: fire alarms 
located in the school

135: audience 
members in attendance 
on the opening night of 
Into the Woods

 IN LATE MARCH, the New Jersey 
Association of the Family, Career and 
Community Leaders of America (FCCLA) 
held its biggest event of the year, the State 
Leadership Conference. A total of 55 JP 
Stevens members “powered up with FCCLA” 
and competed in events in topics such as 
environmental awareness, entrepreneurship, 
fashion design, and culinary arts. FCCLA is a 
student-led organization for grades 6-12 and 
is the only Career and Technical Student 

CHRISTOPHER KIM

FBLA: Getting Down to Business
By COURTNEY ZENG, freshman

 ”DO YOU THINK the judges will 
be harsh?” “One question: where’s the 
food?” “What will we even be doing at 
the conference?” Students muttered to 
each other as they shuffled into the Hilton 
Hotel in East Brunswick, marveling at 
the plethora of business workshops and 
booths scattered around. On March 27th, 
JP students attended the annual FBLA State 
Leadership Conference, which featured the 
theme “Accelerating Achievement.”  There, 
they contended for the top five positions of 
their events and for the chance to compete 
at the National Leadership Conference in 
Nashville, Tennessee. Just three months 
before, to advance to states, students had 
vied for the top eight positions in the 
regions competition in events ranging 
from business law to cyber security. 
 At 10 a.m., the competitors headed to 
the opening assembly, where they listened 
to Sohum Pawar, president of the New 
Jersey FBLA, and the executive board 
speak about March for Dimes, a charity 
that FBLA partnered with to improve 
the health of mothers and their children. 
Following was a speech by keynote speaker 
Jia Jiang, who graduated from Brigham 
Young University and Duke University’s 
Fuqua School of Business. He later became 
a writer at FearBuster, where he published 
the speech titled, “100 Days of Rejection.” 
He spoke about how he was able to rid his 
own fear of rejection by asking unusual 
requests to strangers and being accustomed 
to their rejection. His supportive speech 
at the FBLA conference fulfilled his goal 
of “meeting fellow entrepreneurs to help 
and encourage each other.” After lunch, 

students listened to the speeches of 
candidates running for executive board 
positions of the New Jersey FBLA Phi 
Beta Lambda (PBL) and asked questions 
regarding their goals and ability to lead.
 Participants were split into two groups; 
one group attended workshops and the 
other competed. There were four different 
workshops at the conference that featured 
a variety of Powerpoints, videos, and 
speeches that gave the competitors a chance 
to communicate with each other.  “Even 
though we had to compete against each 
other in the conference, workshops gave 
me a chance to mingle with students from 
other regions. It was great being able to 
talk to students with similar minds, since 
we connected to each other’s stress and 
accomplishments,” said freshman Roshan 
Shelley. One workshop was called “Dress for 
Success,” sponsored by Men’s Wearhouse, 
and another featured a speech titled “Eating 
Rejection for Breakfast” by Jia Jiang. 
There was also a workshop about choosing 
the right college, and one that featured a 
Rutgers professor, Aaron Gibbs, who spoke 
about “Business on a Collegiate Level.”
 Students competed in either a written 
exam or public speaking. Competitors 
nervously bit their nails and paced around 
the room, repeating facts and scripted 
lines in their heads. “When there were 
only a few more hours left before the 
presentation to the judges, I started to get 
very nervous. I was forgetting my lines, 
and I felt like I couldn’t memorize any of 
them. It was very nerve-wracking because I 
knew I was competing with people who had 
much more experience than [my partner] 
Shyamala and I. Thankfully we were able 
to keep a clear head, so the presentation 

ran smoothly,” said Freshman Kite Lam.
 As the evening approached, students 
heaved a sigh of relief. Most had finished 
their events by then and could spend 
the rest of the night wandering around 
booths with free souvenirs, talking to other 
participants, or attending the dance. A 
neon-lit backboard continuously changed 
colors as the DJ played a mix of pop music, 
‘80s songs, and electronic dance music. 
While everyone awkwardly shuffled 
around at first, a dance battle between two 
people broke the ice as a crowd gathered 
around them, gasping in awe at their skills.
 The second day of the conference 
began with the voting of state officers and 
concluded with the closing ceremony and 
announcement of the winners. Jessica Liu 
placed first in business communications. 
Deepan Modi, Eric Huang, Varun Arora, 
Chris Kim, and Katie Lam and Shyamala 

FBLA members enjoy a lunch break after participating in their respective 
exams or public speaking competitions that they had prepared for 
months before the conference.

Subramanian placed second in business 
calculations, business law, cyber security, 
electronic career portfolio, and business plan 
respectively. Roshan Shelley placed third in 
impromptu speaking, Viern Rupani placed 
third in insurance and risk management, and 
Gunjan Jhaveri placed fourth in personal 
finance. FBLA co-president senior Deepan 
Modi commented, “I am sincerely proud of 
my chapter’s performance at this conference 
as we drastically upped our performance 
when compared to those of past conferences. 
I’ll reminisce the time I stood on the awards 
stage, constantly hearing names of JP 
students being called up. It’s analogous 
to working on a painting for so long and 
enjoying the finished work of art. We had 
more people place for nationals than in 
the past three years combined, and it’s 
satisfying to end my FBLA career at the top.”

Powering Up with FCCLA
Organization with the family as its central 
focus. Participation in activities on the local, 
state, and national levels helps members 
become strong leaders in their families, 
careers, and communities. JP Stevens 
FCCLA had great success in achieving 
these goals, bringing home 39 gold medals, 
13 silver medals, and 5 bronze medals, as 
well as sending 14 teams to compete at the 
National Leadership Conference.
 However, competitive events are but a 
small part of all that students accomplish 
at this conference and in FCCLA. This 
year, New Jersey FCCLA raised $8000 for 

Share Our Strength, a charity dedicated to 
eradicating childhood hunger in America by 
2015. JP FCCLA members also contributed 
canned goods for the Food Bank of South 
Jersey and donated pull-tabs for the Ronald 
McDonald House of New Brunswick. 
Outstanding speakers like Cara Filler spoke 
about distracted driving and Cometry, a 
leadership and poetry session, to motivate 
members to become better leaders. In 
addition to these achievements, three 
sophomore JP members were elected to 
the 2014-2015 NJ FCCLA State Executive 
Council: Rohit Iyer, Michelle Qu, and 

Stephanie Zhang. 
 Looking back, Sophomore Claire Pan 
summed up the experience by saying, “The 
2014 State Leadership Conference was a great 
experience because it not only allowed us to 
compete but also gave us the opportunity to 
listen to guest speakers, attend innovative 
workshops, and network with other FCCLA 
members ross New Jersey.” 
 FCCLA’s aim to develop the leadership 
skills and character of members through 
Family and Consumer Sciences education 
was surpassed, as evidenced by the members’ 
enthusiasm and effort to succeed and lead. 

By ROHIT IYER, sophomore, 
TRISHA GUGALE, senior, and 

LARISSA SZILYAGI, senior

19,745: books in 
the JPS library 
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People tend to change 
markedly after their time 
in high school, and the 
inductees are no exception. 
Can you identify the Hall 
of Honor inductees by 
their high school yearbook 
photos? If you can’t figure 
out who’s who, answers 
are provided on the right.

Answers, clockwise from 
top left to bottom right:

Arthur Markman, Beth 
Rosenthal, Jeffrey Rems, Joie 
Fisher, Kenneth Davidoff, 
Steven Fulop, Steven Cahn, 
Robin Kaye-Kooyenga, 
Peter Kunz, Perer DeSiena

Once and Forever Hawks



 STEVEN CAHN attended Oak Tree School and John Adams Middle School, and is a 1979 graduate of 
John P. Stevens High School.  He graduated from Rutgers University in 1983 and The Delaware Law 
School of Widener University in 1986.  He is a partner at the Edison law firm of Cahn & Para. Before 
returning to his hometown to open a law practice, he served as a Captain and Judge Advocate in the 
United State Marine Corps from 1983 until 1990.
 While serving in the Marine Corps he was assigned as Judge Advocate to Camp Lejeune, North 
Carolina.  He was also deployed and served overseas. In 1988 he had the privilege of serving as a 
Commanding Officer of Troops and as a staff Judge Advocate on the USS Inchon and in Europe.  The 
Marine Corps awarded Mr. Cahn the Navy Achievement Medal recognizing meritorious service in 1990.
 Mr. Cahn primarily practices civil litigation and has spent more than 25 years developing his expertise 
in trial practice. He regularly gives his time to the legal community.  He volunteers as a court appointed 
arbitrator for the New Jersey Superior Court.  He has lectured extensively on trial practice and has been 
published in the areas of trial advocacy, employment law, and technology in the courtroom.
 Steve is also actively involved in public service.  He and his family reside in Piscataway, where he is 
serving his third elected term as a Piscataway Township Councilman.  He has served as the Chairman of 
both the Open Space and Finance Committees.  He was Council President in 2002, 2005, 2006 and 2010.  
After September 11, 2001, at the age of 40, he began volunteering as a fireman at the Possumtown Fire 
Company and still remains an active volunteer.
 In 2009, he was appointed by the Governor as a member of the New Jersey Council on Sports and 
Physical Fitness.  Throughout the years, he has been active in a host of community groups including 
the Piscataway Soccer Club, the Piscataway Little League, the Piscataway Township Youth Committee, 
and the Parkside Academic Achievement Program, Inc.  He is currently a Trustee of the Piscataway 
Education Foundation, Inc., and the Metlars House Foundation, Inc.  Most recently, he helped organize 
and is a trustee of the Simonelli Educational Foundation, which provides a leadership scholarship to a 
senior at John P. Stevens in honor of former teacher and coach, Tony Simonelli.

Steven D. Cahn, Class of  1979

 AFTER GRADUATING from John P. Stevens High School, Joie Fisher received her Bachelor of Science in 
Pre-Professional Science with a minor in Theology at The University of Notre Dame.  She graduated Cum 
Laude and was a member of Alpha Epsilon Delta, the Pre-Medical Honor Society.  She graduated from Des 
Moines University School of Osteopathic Medicine in 2000 and completed a rotating internship through 
Saint Barnabas Health Care System.   She completed her pediatric residency, including a year as Chief 
Resident at Atlantic Health System.  Joie completed her sub-specialty training in newborn intensive care 
at Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital in Westchester, New York.  During her fellowship training in Neonatal-
Perinatal Medicine, she was actively involved in research related to genetic factors (single nucleotide 
polymorphisms, or SNPs) and chronic lung disease in extremely low birthweight infants.  She also co-
authored publications regarding the effects of different surfactant types in preterm infants with respiratory 
distress syndrome and morbidities associated with early delivery of infants with abdominal wall defects.
 Joie has been working as an Attending Neonatologist since 2008.  She works full-time at Reading Health 
System in Pennsylvania and part-time at Children’s Hospital of New Jersey Newark Beth Israel Medical 
Center and CentraState Medical Center in Freehold, NJ where she is a member of the Board of Editors for 
Breastfeeding FAQs.  Her accomplishments led to her recognition in The Leading Physicians of the World 
and her membership in the International Association of HealthCare Professionals.
 She is actively involved in the community, providing education regarding healthy pregnancies and 
neonatal intensive care.  She avidly participates in the March of Dimes to help mothers have full term 
pregnancies and provide research for the potential problems that can threaten babies such as prematurity 
or birth defects.
 Joie and her husband, Robert Tabor (JP Class of 1991), proudly live in Edison raising their daughter, 
Charlee.  Joie enjoys playing and watching sports; traveling; and spending time with her family and friends, 
parents, grandfather and brother and sister (Emery, JP Class of 1986, and Aimee, JP Class of 1989).

Joie Fisher, Class of  1992

The JP Stevens Hawkeye Presents...

The 2014 Hall of Honor Inductees
Roughly one year ago, the search began to find the 2014 Hall of Honor inductees. 
After nominations, applications, and many months of deliberations, the 
inductees have been chosen. Welcome to our 2014 Hall of Honor inductees!

Centerfold design by JESSICA XU



 UPON GRADUATION from John P. Stevens High School in 1996, Peter attended the University of North Texas.  
From 1999 until graduating in 2001, he was the lead trumpet player in the world-renowned One O’clock Lab.  
After receiving his bachelors’ degree in Music Education, Pete moved to Los Angeles to attend the University 
of Southern California.   He received his master’s degree in Music with an emphasis on Jazz Studies in 2003.
 Since graduating USC, Pete has become an in-demand trumpet player in the Los Angeles music scene for 
both recorded and live performances. His trumpet playing can be heard on many recordings, some of which 
include Michael Bublé’s “Christmas,” Muse’s “Supremacy,” and Natalie Cole’s “Still Unforgettable.”  He has 
recorded music for Disney theme parks, Universal theme parks, Princess Cruise lines and Crystal Cruise lines.  
Pete has also been involved in recording projects for television. He played trumpet parts for the Syfy channel 
series Eureka, played lead trumpet on the arrangement of “God Bless America” that was sung by Faith Hill at 
Super Bowl XLIII, and played in select commercials for AT&T.  Pete has also been fortunate enough to perform 
in some of the motion picture scores that Los Angeles is known for.  Some of these movie scores include those 
of Ice Age 4, Rush Hour 3, and Parental Guidance.
 Over the past few years, Pete has performed in many live musical reality television shows.  You may have seen 
and heard him on The Voice, American Idol, and The X-Factor.
 When he is not in the studio, Pete plays the split lead trumpet chair for legendary composers Bill Holman, 
Johnny Mandel and the late Bob Florence.  Pete has also played lead trumpet for many of Los Angeles’ 
prestigious big bands, such as Gordon Goodwin’s Big Phat Band, the Mike Barone Big Band, Bill Watrous’ 
Refugee West and others. He has toured the world for artists Engelbert Humperdinck, Paul Anka and John 
Tesh. Pete has also performed live with artists such as Brian Setzer, Luis Miguel, Frank Sinatra Jr., Keely Smith, 
Lou Rawls, Barry Manilow, Wayne Newton and many others.
 Pete stays active in his community by teaching trumpet and mentoring many local students from elementary 
through high school.  He also goes into schools whenever possible to host trumpet clinics and master classes.
Pete resides in Valencia, California with his wife Jami and their three children, Keeley, Maggie and Salvatore.

Peter DeSiena, Class of  1996

 ROBIN KAYE-KOOYENGA, a graduate of John P. Stevens High School, Class of 1981, is the co-owner and 
Director of Kaye-Lynn Dance Studios, a professional non-recital dance studio with over 50 years and 
three generations of family-run dance training located in Edison and Milltown, NJ.  Robin is the Director-
Choreographer of the award-winning Encore Ensemble Dance Company, established in 1983.  Her goal has 
always been to provide parents and children with the best dance education under the guidance and knowledge 
of her highly trained, professional staff and teachers.
 Robin began studying dance at age three with her mom, Jackie Lynn, and became a member of the NJ Dance 
Theater Guild when she was nine years old.  She continued studying at Kaye-Lynn and in New York with 
many renowned teachers, and has choreographed several community theater productions.  Robin has been a 
guest teacher at Princeton Ballet, Middlesex County College, and the Teen Arts Festival at Rutgers University.  
She has been an adjudicator at several dance competitions throughout the east coast.  Robin received her BFA 
in Dance from Mason Gross School of the Arts, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ, in 1985.
 In 2010, three-year-old Abigail, a child with Down syndrome and excited to dance, entered the studio with 
her mom.  Robin immediately embraced Abigail as one of her students and created a dance program, “Abigail’s 
Inspiration—A Chance to Dance” for children with disabilities.
 There are so many children in our area with special needs and physical disabilities.  Their parents can now 
consider “dance” as their children’s special activity.  The opportunity to explore and be given a “chance to 
dance” is definitely a pleasant experience for all involved, especially with Miss Robin as their teacher.  The 
program is not only for children; there are adult students in the program as well.
 Robin, along with her program “A Chance to Dance,” has been featured on News Channel 12, Good Morning 
America, Toni On NY, WKTU, WCTC, and various newspapers.
 Robin is a talented and dedicated teacher always volunteering her services whenever she is needed.  She is 
currently volunteering at Camp Hope, Camp R.O.B.I.N. and other special needs organizations.

Robin Kaye-Kooyenga, Class of  1981
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 IT WAS A TYPICAL SUNDAY NIGHT.  Peter was in the Eyewitness Newsroom preparing for the 11:00 p.m. show.  
There was a murder on Long Island, a missing man in New Jersey and a series of powerful tornadoes in the South.  
Then a single email came: “President will make statement as soon as 10:30 tonight.”  It was very unusual for the 
President to speak on a Sunday night, so the newsroom was buzzing.  Then another email message came: “Bin 
laden may have been killed.  One source—not reportable.”  In an instant Peter had to find a local congress member 
to interview, move reporters to Times Square, put together a historical piece about Bin Laden, call in extra anchors 
and reporters for continuing coverage…and get on television as soon as the story was ready for the air. For Peter, 
this was all part of the life of a television producer.
 Peter’s passion for journalism began in the halls of John P. Stevens High School, where he was a sports writer for 
the Hawkeye.  After JP, Peter attended the S.I. Newhouse School of Public Communications at Syracuse University.  
During college, he interned at CBS News in London and News 12 New Jersey.  Peter’s first job was at News 12, 
working on the website then as a newscast producer.  He won an Associated Press award for the best newscast in 
the state and a Telly Award for his September 11th memorial coverage.  For the last eight years, Peter has worked 
at WABC-TV, Channel 7 Eyewitness News, rising through the ranks from freelance writer to producer to his 
current role as an executive producer.  He helped develop Eyewitness News First at Four and spent several months 
producing the 11:00 p.m. show, which is the most watched newscast in the country.
 Over his career, Peter has covered everything from the Winter Olympics in Utah to the Super Bowl in the 
Meadowlands.  His job is exciting, entertaining, and can change each day with a single email.

Peter Kunz, Class of  1997

 KENNETH DAVIDOFF, a 1989 John P. Stevens High School alumnus, has been a 
national baseball columnist for the New York Post since April 2012.  He began his 
career in 1993 with The News Tribune in Woodbridge, then jumped to The Bergen 
Record in 1994 and Newsday in 2001.
 He served as the president of the Baseball Writers Association of America from 
October 2010 to October 2011 and chaired the BBWAA’s New York chapter from 
November 2002 to November 2004.  Ken has twice been honored by the Associated 
Press Sports Editors and also has received awards from the Press Club of Long 
Island and the New York Pro Baseball Scouts.  He is a frequent guest on television 
programming with Fox 5 in New York, the YES Network, and the MLB Network.
 Upon graduating John P. Stevens, Ken attended the University of Michigan, where 
he double-majored in English and Communications.  He received his Bachelor of 
Arts degree in 1993.
 Currently, Ken lives in New York City with his wife Sarah and son Jonathan.  He 
is grateful to John P. Stevens High School for providing such a strong educational 
foundation as well as social challenges that toughened him for the obstacles still to 
come.

Kenneth Davidoff, Class of  1989

 ART MARKMAN ATTENDED BROWN UNIVERSITY, where he got a Bachelor of Science in Cognitive Science in 
1988. He went on to get his MA and PhD from the University of Illinois in Cognitive Psychology.  He taught at 
Northwestern University and Columbia University before moving to the University of Texas at Austin in 1998.  He 
is the Annabel Irion Worsham Centennial Professor of Psychology and Marketing.
 Art’s research focuses on human thinking.  He has published over 150 scientific works on topics including 
reasoning, decision making, categorization, and motivation.  His work has influenced numerous other researchers 
in psychology, business, economics, and political science.  Art currently serves as executive editor of the journal 
Cognitive Science.
 Art has taken on a number of leadership positions in his field.  He served as the executive officer of the Cognitive 
Science Society (the international society for research in the field of cognitive science) from 2001-2003.  He was 
also the interim director of the Imaging Research Center at the University of Texas from 2008-2009.
 In 2011, Art became Founding Director of the program in the Human Dimensions of Organizations (HDO). 
HDO provides education leading to a master’s degree.  The course of study brings the humanities and the social 
and behavioral sciences to people in business, government, nonprofits, and the military.  This program, which 
is the first of its kind in the country, helps to teach emerging leaders about people as individuals, groups, and 
cultures.
 Art is interested in bringing insights from his field to broader audiences.  He blogs frequently for websites 
including Psychology Today, Huffington Post, Harvard Business Review, YouBeauty, and Fast Company.  He serves 
on the scientific advisory board for the Dr. Phil Show and the Dr. Oz Show.  Art is also the author of several books 
for general audiences.  His book Smart Thinking examined ways that psychology can help make people smarter.  
Habits of Leadership discussed ways that understanding personality characteristics make people more effective 
in the workplace.  His latest book, Smart Change, published in January 2014, explores methods for changing 
behavior and developing new habits.  Both Smart Thinking and Smart Change were featured on the Dr. Phil Show.
 Art and his wife, Leora Orent, are raising three children—Lucas, ‘Eylam, and Niv.  When Art is not at work or 
spending time with his family, he can be found playing saxophone in the horn section of a blues band.

Arthur Markman, Class of  1984



 JEFF REMS GRADUATED from John P. Stevens High School in 1979.  He participated in numerous school activities 
including varsity football and baseball.  He was fortunate to earn All-League, County, and State awards while the Hawks 
won the Group IV Central Jersey Football Championship in both Jeff ’s junior and senior seasons.  Jeff attended Cornell 
University where he graduated with honors earning a Bachelor of Science degree while playing linebacker for the Big 
Red football team.
 Upon graduation, Jeff started his career working in sales for Beecham, a consumer products company.  After numerous 
promotions requiring relocations across the country, he moved back to the New York area and was introduced to a 
successful entrepreneur, Barry Weisfeld.  In 2003, Jeff and Barry founded Optical Distributor Group (ODG), a provider 
of contact lenses, spectacles, and consultative services to eye care professionals.  Together, they grew their business, 
employing over 350 employees and servicing the needs of 11,000 eye care practitioners nationwide.  ODG was sold to a 
large private equity firm in December 2012.
 Giving back to his community has always been very important to Jeff.  He served as a volunteer coach, manager, 
umpire, referee, board member, and president of three sports associations.  He created a flag football program for K-2nd 
graders and has coached hundreds of youth. In addition, each year he and his family volunteer at the Hope Dining 
Room, preparing and serving a holiday meal to the homeless.
 When not working, Jeff spends his time with his wife, Paula, and sons, Kyle and Kevin.  Jeff has always been a proud 
John P. Stevens alum and continues close friendships with a number of his classmates.  He is extremely honored to be 
inducted into the John P. Stevens Hall of Honor.

Jeffrey Rems, Class of  1979

 BETH GREW UP IN EDISON and attended Clara Barton Elementary School, Woodrow Wilson Middle School, and John 
P. Stevens High School, graduating in 1991.  In 1995, she graduated with a BA degree in Sociology from Moravian College 
in Bethlehem, PA.
 Beth’s dedication to helping others began in high school.  She was a member of Amnesty International and volunteered 
at a local homeless shelter. In college she was a member of Sigma Tau Sigma Service Sorority, volunteering with The 
United Way and Habitat for Humanity.  Since then, she has participated in numerous service activities aimed at helping 
the homeless.  She was the first female member of the Metuchen Lions Club and held several positions during her 13 years.
 In 1985, when she was 11 years old, Beth was diagnosed with a life-threatening brain stem glioma, a benign brain tumor.  
The treatment was successful but resulted in many permanent side effects which manifested themselves during her 
teenage years and which continue today.  In and out of the hospital and treated by highly specialized physicians across the 
United States, Beth still managed to complete high school and college.
 Not knowing any other children to talk to about her experience, Beth felt very isolated.  As a result, she first set up www.
ItsJustBenign.org in order to “connect” with other benign brain tumor survivors.  In 2008 she founded It’s Just Benign 
(IJB), a non-profit organization that provides information, support and a means of communication for those diagnosed 
with benign brain tumors.  By means of the IJB website, more than 1,000 members from around the world obtain medical 
information from experts, share their experiences and concerns, and find a supportive “virtual” community.  An additional 
goal of IJB is to educate the public about the true nature of benign tumors.
 Beth resides in Edison and is currently employed by the Cambria Truck Company.

Beth Rosenthal, Class of  1991

A biography of 
Steven Fulop was not 
available at press time.



Outdriving Their Opponents
By ALYSSA DESAI, sophomore

  WHILE MOST students associate spring 
with sunny weather, pollen alerts, and the 
dangerously close proximity of Advanced 
Placement exams, the JP Stevens golf team 
looks forward to the golfing season for the 
driving range and putting green. Typically, 
our nation’s youth casts a stigma upon 
the sport, labeling it as boring and arcane. 
However, the golfers at JP Stevens recognize 
its true significance and are one step ahead 
of our generation. 
 Currently, the boys’ golf team has 
maintained a winning record, beating the 
likes of Edison, Piscataway, and North 
Brunswick. Under the coaching of Mr. 
Canova, the boys have been able to to start 
out strong, defying the general stereotypes 
of golfers. Unlike how the media portrays the 
sport, golf is for all ages. Golf allows players 
to build mental endurance and challenge 
the body in unique ways. Many golfers on 
the school team actually began their golf 
endeavors at a young age. Sophomore Rohit 
Iyer began the earliest, playing at the age of 
five. When asked what sparked his interest 
in the sport, he stated that he was exposed 
to golf by his father early in his life, but the 
feeling of independence that golf created for 
him was what convinced him to stay with the 
sport throughout his middle school and high 
school experiences. “I can only rely on myself 
and my abilities. Golf requires a tremendous 
amount of mental endurance that is tough to 

develop but a great asset in all areas of life,” 
he said. Rohit Iyer holds a key belief that golf 
adds to a person’s 
athleticism and  
character. 
 Despite Rohit’s 
early start, he 
is not the only    
talented golfer 
in our school; 
captain Amir Patel 
(12) has gradually 
advanced  from a 
novice golfer in 
his freshman year 
to an experienced 
leader in his 
senior year. Amir  
first began playing  
in fifth grade, 
drawn in by his 
father and the 
“competitiveness 
in tournaments.” 
He then explained 
that golf ’s lack 
of popularity 
among youth is 
primarily due to 
“professional golf 
players being relatively old in comparison to 
other professional sports, as well as the fact 
that golf is a sport that tests your patience, 
so it may not initially be appealing to youth.” 
However, he still has a postive perspective for 

Never Stopping Short
By BREANA TAN, sophomore

 THE CROWD IS CALM, eyeing the field as 
an anxious silence sweeps over them. The 
pitcher saunters up to the mound. The ball 
flies—“STRIKE, YOU’RE OUT!”—and the 
Hawks take the win! 
 The fast-pitching Hawks took advantage 
of the long winter to prepare themselves 
for the spring season. Despite the icy field 
and unpredictable weather deterring them 
from practicing outside, they have found 
ways to get in shape by training in the gym. 
Unlike the melting snow on the ground, the 
Hawks were 
c o m p l e t e l y 
solid, despite 
their lack of a 
true practice 
field. Their 
attitude can 
be traced 
back to 
their “great 
c o a c h i n g 
as well as 
i m m e n s e 
talent in 
all aspects 
and levels,” 
according to 
s o p h o m o r e  
player Zach 
Marzano. 
 T h e i r  
hard efforts 
helped them 
to dominate 
the baseball 
diamond during the team’s first scrimmage of 
the season against Scotch Plains. The junior 
varsity team easily won with a score of 8-5, 
as every player utilized his playing time to 
bring the Hawks closer to victory. To top it all 
off, the boys had only two strikeouts during 
the entire game. Adding on to this victory, 
the varsity team, led by senior captain Joey 
Siecinski, won 6-1, absolutely dominating 
their opponents with their developed skills 
and strong camaraderie. There are many new 
members on the varsity team this year, but 

according to Coach Marzano, “Our seniors 
have stepped up and taken on a leadership 
role. I think we are going to surprise a few 
people this year.” The majority of this year’s 
baseball team has been playing together for 
years, so they “legitimately care about each 
other and want to push each other to work 
harder,” as senior Chris Ricigliano said. 
 Under the experienced guidance of 
Coaches Marzano, McCann, Sica and Ronco, 
these adept players are confident and have 
high expectations for this season. Despite 
their consistently good performances at 
the GMCs in the past, sophomore Michael 

Katims said 
that he and 
the rest of his 
t e a m m a t e s 
“hope to exceed 
ex p e c t a t i o n s 
and make a run 
for the county 
championship.” 
In the previous 
years, once the 
Hawks start a 
winning streak, 
s o p h o m o r e 
V i d h a n 
Shah has 
admitted that 
“sometimes we 
wear the same 
clothes without 
washing them 
or cleaning 
them to retain 
the luck, so to 
speak.” 

 Even while they have fun with all of their 
quirky traditions and jokes, the boys are 
serious about improving their skills and 
staying in shape. On the team’s mentality, 
junior Max Heskes stated, “We have a lot of 
talent, and we can compete with any team 
in the county. Playing for JP is great because 
it’s all about winning; the culture is such 
that all of us are competing for our spots 
every day.” This year’s group is sure to go far 
in terms of spirit—hopefully their baseballs 
will follow suit. 

golf in the future, and stated that “more and 
more athletes are appearing in the PGA who 

are under 30 
and relatively 
young, so it’s 
d e f i n i t e l y 
becoming more 
popular within 
our age group. 
People should 
definitely take 
up golf because 
it’s a great sport 
that builds 
on teamwork 
and mental 
development, 
in a way which 
other sports 
cannot.” 
 Golf also 
t r a n s c e n d s 
the division 
b e t w e e n  
gender barriers 
c o m m o n l y 
found in other 
sports, as it is 
enjoyed by girls 
as well as boys. 

Golf brings up warm memories for junior 
Kobi Dent, mainly because her grandfather 
used to take her to the driving range when 
she was young. “He’s taught me most of what 
I know,” Kobi explained. “It’s a sport you 

Re-LAX and Play 
By KAREN JIANG, freshman

 AFTER A LIVELY fall season of football 
and soccer, the turf field remained dormant 
throughout the cold snowstorms of winter. 
Now, with the advent of spring, the lacrosse 
teams are ready to take their turn to play on 
the newly renovated turf and dominate their 
opponents. 
 The girls’ lacrosse team, led by senior 
captains Julianna Cianfano, LeeAnn 
Masters, and Elina Milshtein, has been 
working tirelessly to physically and mentally 
prepare for upcoming matches. As Head 
Coach, Ms. Freeman, said, “We have been 
working hard 
everyday at 
practice from 
conditioning 
to stick skills. 
The girls are 
d e t e r m i n e d 
to start the 
season on a 
strong note 
and shock 
other teams 
with their 
performance. 
The next few 
games will be 
a challenge, 
but as always 
we are up for 
a challenge.” 
Despite the 
rocky results 
of previous 
seasons, the 
girls still strive 
to improve 
not only their record but also their skills 
and teamwork. Team building is especially 
vital to their success, as they want to grow 
as both people and players. To create better 
bonds between players and to give back to 
the community during Autism Awareness 
Month, the girls competed in a charity game 
to raise money to support students with 
autism. This event is just an example of the 
girls’ camaraderie and selflessness. 

 On the other side of the turf, the boys’ 
team, led by captain Dominick Dorando, 
is very similar to the girls’ team in terms 
of its focused mentality.  Coach Siter was 
impressed by his new players’ perseverance 
and passion for the sport, which was evident 
during tryouts and practices. By filling their 
intense practices with long-distance running 
and stick drills, the Hawks are preparing their 
minds and bodies to ensure that this season’s 
results will turn out better than preceding 
ones. The team’s improved practice location 
further bolsters the team’s positive outlook 
for this season. Coach Siter said, “This is 
the first year that we had practice every 

day on the 
new turf, and 
the players 
are excited. 
Last year, we 
had to play 
in mud.” The 
boys, similar 
to their female 
counterparts, 
emphasize the 
importance of 
being part of 
a team. The 
seniors, along 
with other 
s t u d e n t s , 
often gather  
t o g e t h e r 
after a win to 
celebrate as a 
team. 
 The girls’ 
and boys’ 
lacrosse teams 
have already 

defined their season through their hard 
work, dedication, and resilience in practices. 
Now it is time for them to perform. While 
most of us choose to remain indoors to avoid 
the chilly spring breeze, hordes of spring 
athletes will spill onto the turf, aiming to 
reclaim their home away from home. Both 
the girls’ and boys’  teams are more than 
ready to face their opponents and rule the 
field.

The boys’ lacrosse team jogs around the turf 
to warm up for an important home game. 

ISHIKA GOVIL 

ISHIKA GOVIL 
Matt Minor (12), number 12,  takes a swing 
at a tough pitch during practice one day. 

can play your whole life!” Thus, this sport 
provides an equal opportunity to all those 
who want to improve both mentally and 
physically. The girls’ golf team have been 
playing solidly, although key players left 
last year. Winning against Metuchen, New 
Brunswick, and Bishop Ahr, the girls have 
been trying to maintain their momentum. 
Although golf may be uncommon, the 
golfers at JP fully appreciate the value of this 
individual and team activity. 
 This spring, the JP Stevens golf team 
will not only gather to celebrate their 
special bond to the sport, but also aspire to 
nurture the skills of their many new players. 
Captain Amir Patel said, “The outlook for 
the team is quite positive, and although we 
unfortunately lost many valuable seniors, 
the returning members as well as some new 
members will solidify a strong team this 
season.” Amir adds that the team’s main 
hardship will be in “preparing them for a 
side of golf which they have never been a part 
of, particularly knowing the proper rules and 
regulations of the game and of each course.” 
But what is golf without a challenge? As 
captain, Amir’s personal goal is to build on 
the team’s strengths and hopefully lead his 
team to the State Championships at the end 
of the season.
 We wish the Hawks Golf teams good 
luck on their upcoming ventures in 
the season ahead and we hope that the 
underappreciated sport will soon receive the 
respect and recognition it truly deserves.

ISHIKA GOVIL 

Rohit Iyer (10) completes his follow-through 
on a powerful shot down the golf course.
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