
By KELLY CHEN, junior

A Night of  PROMinence
By MICHELLE FANG, senior

 NOTHING COULD COMPARE to the rush of  
emotions that flooded the seniors following 
the bell on May 19. As the clock struck 11:22 
am, one quarter of  the JP population migrated 
out of  the school and to their cars, excited 
to catch their appointments in preparation 
for the highly anticipated night of  prom. 
 In the time preceding the event, females 
scouted for the perfect dress, asserted 
their choice on the Prom Dress Facebook 

 CHANTS OF CLASS PRIDE filled the new 
gym as each grade geared up for Battle of  
the Classes on May 31. Organized by the 
Student Council, Battle of  the Classes was 
the final step after a year of  spirit events, and 
it would determine which class would emerge 
victorious. Each grade was represented by a 
team of  students that would vie for the top 
spot in activities that ranged from obstacle 

 THE JOURNEY OF Odyssey of  the Mind 
did not start on May 24. 35 students from 
JP Stevens endured eight months of  hard 
work and experienced success at multiple 
qualifying competitions before arriving 
at Michigan State University for the 
2017 Odyssey of  the Mind World Finals. 
 Odyssey of  the Mind is a worldwide 
educational program that aims to instill 
the skills of  creativity and problem-
solving in students. Offering different 
tasks or “problems,” the program allows 
students from the ages of  five to 22 to 
explore the fields of  engineering and 
performance. Students compete on the 
regional, state, and world levels, showcasing 
creative solutions through teamwork.
 Opening ceremonies commenced on May 
24 with each state and country marching 
into the arena. Short introductions of  this 
year’s problems were given by head judges 
and speeches by the co-founders of  Odyssey 
of  the Mind followed. After a short laser 
light show, the games had officially begun.
 JP Stevens’ five teams competed across 

AARUSHI GOVIL

See BOTC, page 14

By KRISHNA PATEL, junior

The Power of  Poetry

 EVERY STUDENT HAS their own story to 
tell, whether they are stories of  hardship 
or of  hope. These stories were brought 
to the center of  attention on April 30 
when 15 students participated in the third 
annual Poetry Slam. Reciting original poems 
centered around the theme “Tell Your 
Story,” students and staff  coordinated 
the event by organizing the auditorium 
and helping with the dessert reception. 
 Though the event itself  only lasted one 
night, countless more were spent in its 
preparation. Sophomore Aashvi Patel, 
one of  the students who helped out with 
sound and technology backstage, recalled, 
“We spent a lot of  time preparing so that 
the event would run smoothly without 
problems; as for the poets, I saw them grow 
more and more comfortable when they 
learned not just to say their poems but to 
express themselves.” In order to help the 
speakers become more comfortable with 
their poems, Ms. Rich and Ms. Vitvitsky 
helped the participants express their 
ideas on stage by offering presentational 
advice, memorization techniques, and 
other tips important for performing.

“What does this bode 
for our society and our 

culture?”

See SLAM, page 15
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hundreds of  dollars to watch 

their favorite players, how could 

resting even been considered an 

option for the players?”
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Page, and planned out the perfect hair-
nail-makeup combination to complement 
their newly found treasure. Their male 
counterparts, on the other end, were no 
less busy —  they sought dates, rented their 
tuxes with the Dante Zeller coupons that 
circulated the senior male population like 
wildfire, and planned elaborate promposals. 
 The same fervor and passion greeted 
the doors of  Addison Park, as the highly 
anticipated night began to unfold. It was a 
hot and humid day, but that did not lessen 

the energy and dynamic of  the event. 
Posing with the picturesque fountain and 
at the elaborate winding stairs, or at the 
photobooth with humorous props, the 
seniors could feel the spirit of  prom in the air.
 As the clock raced toward 11 p.m., it 
didn’t matter that in a month we would 
be parting ways to different parts of  the 
country and world for college, or that 
just a week ago, we were still sitting in the 
freezing new gym taking our last AP exams

Representatives of Class of 2017 participate in the tug-of-war at BOTC.

Seniors pose at a pre-prom party before attending prom at Addison Park.

courses to live-action games. A panel of  
judges, consisting of  teachers Mr. Pierce, 
Ms. Bilohowski, Ms. Tolba, Mrs. Vacca, 
and Ms. Halleran,  determined which class 
won each activity and awarded points for 
displays of  class spirit from the audience.
 The event commenced with the freshman 
dance and chant, during which the Class of  
2020 boasted their “2020 vision” on their 
banner. The Class of  2019 danced in their

By APRIL WANG, sophomore
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 ON MAY 4, the House of  Representatives 
passed the American Health Care Act, more 
commonly known as “Trumpcare.” It was 
immediately met with criticism from the left 
wing, as people believed it to be detrimental 
to the American public and a step in the 
wrong direction. The main complaint from 
the Democratic Party was that the new bill 
does not help Americans at all and is only 
beneficial to insurance companies. In reality, 
the new healthcare bill benefits a wide range 
of  Americans, from old businessmen to 
young adults, and even keeps some of  the 
legislation passed with Obamacare intact. 
Trumpcare retains many of  Obamacare’s 
positive aspects and replaces the negative 
ones with improved policies. It lowers 
taxes, offers tax credits, and gets rid 
of  mandates that previously burdened 
the middle-class. Clearly, the new bill 
provides a variety of  benefits to everyone.
 With the country in trillions of  dollars 
of  debt and American citizens paying for 
everything through extremely high taxes, 
the  introduction of  the new healthcare bill 
is a refreshing reduction in spending that 
many have been craving. Under the new 
healthcare bill, states will have to face high 
state taxes if  they expand on Medicaid as 
they please. Most importantly, Trumpcare 
is not doing away with Medicaid either; 
instead, the bill is freezing federal funding 

by eliminating the unnecessarily high taxes 
on the upper class, employers, and the 
industry. Medicaid’s undeniable popularity 
has made the program a necessity for the 
American population, something that 
Trump obviously understands and is willing 
to support for the good of  the citizens. 
Furthermore, by eliminating unnecessary 
taxes, Trump solidifies the upper class with 
the middle and lower classes, as previously 
many felt that they were being taxed unfairly. 
 Additionally, the new healthcare bill 
removes the mandates that were previously 
put into place by Obamacare. These 
mandates, requiring individuals to have 
healthcare coverage and businesses to 
provide healthcare to all of  their employees, 
were two of  the most disliked parts of  
Obamacare. People did not take well to being 
penalized for not having health insurance. 
With Trumpcare, there is no penalty 
like the one created under Obamacare, 
and people are not required to maintain 
coverage. Instead, there is a financial 
incentive to encourage citizens to buy 
healthcare; the act allows insurers to charge 
an additional 30% for those who purchase 
insurance after a gap of  more than 63 days.
 This comes as a huge benefit to people 
who were forced to find some kind of  
healthcare coverage just to avoid paying 
the penalty. Business owners, especially 
small business owners, also benefit from 
the removal of  mandates. Previously, 

Dr. Donald in the House
business owners had to provide healthcare 
coverage for all their employees. With 
that requirement lifted, businesses are 
free of  the huge expense of  providing 
healthcare. Not having the financial burden 
of  employee health insurance will enable 
small businesses to grow and hire more 
people, ultimately benefiting society and 
the economy. As seen, the removal of  
Obamacare’s detrimental mandates is one of  
the best policies to come out of  Trumpcare.
 The left wing has always heavily 
supported Obamacare and all of  its policies. 
Therefore, it is understandable that there 
has been a lot of  negative backlash from the 
Democratic Party regarding the new policies 
of  the Trump administration. However, the 
Democratic Party has failed to take a step 
back and analyze Trumpcare objectively. 
It is not a deletion of  Obamacare, but a 
positive modification. If  critics looked 
a little further, past the Trump branding 
of  the American Health Care Act, they 
would see the benefits that it offers to the 
American people. Trumpcare removes 
the unnecessary government expenses 
and taxation for healthcare, the penalties 
for not having healthcare coverage, and 
the rules requiring businesses to provide 
healthcare for their employees. The new 
policies of  Trumpcare are a step in the 
right direction for America, and in the 
coming years the bill will undoubtedly 
have a positive impact on society.

By ANDREW SHEN,  political columnist

By YATI SANGHVI, political columnist

Trumpcare Doesn’t Care

PAGE 2 OPINION JUNE 2017

 TRUMP’S NEW HEALTHCARE BILL, dubbed 
Trumpcare, is poised to replace Obama’s 
Affordable Care Act. It fulfills Trump’s 
campaign promise of  a healthcare overhaul 
and has seen support from Republican 
members of  Congress. While the bill plans 
on keeping some existing parts of  its 
predecessor, it also intends to repeal many 
of  the guidelines set forth by Obamacare, 
such as coverage of  extended health benefits, 
taxes to fund medical care, employer and 
individual mandates, and Medicaid funding 
expansion.
 Although the United States promotes 
a capitalist economic system, healthcare 
is a right that must be provided by the 
government. Any capable government 
must be responsible for maintaining 
the well-being of  its people, and an 
improvement in healthcare access would 
help the American government fulfill 
this duty. However, America seems to be 
heading in the opposite direction with the 
advent of  Trumpcare. With its 
repeal of  many Obamacare 
provisions and the increased 
privatization of  healthcare, 
Trump’s healthcare bill 
almost seems to limit access 
to healthy and inexpensive 
care rather than maintain or 
increase it. Trumpcare will be 
generally harmful to the average 
American, especially those who 
benefited from the Affordable Care Act. 
 The suggestion of  a reduction in the 
proposed expansion of  Medicaid will 
negatively affect at-risk and underserved 
communities. Consequently, Trump’s 
healthcare bill manages to not only harm the 
average citizen, but also severely cripple the 
disadvantaged within our society. A vicious 
cycle is created for the poor, as they will be 
unable to afford healthcare and be charged 
even more for not purchasing it. This is 
simply unjustifiable, as such a reckless 
policy means that we are abandoning our 
governmental responsibilities. 
 The removal of  the individual mandate 
for healthcare is another pressing problem, 

since it will only exacerbate the pervasive 
income inequality in our country. Through 
Trumpcare’s removal of  subsidy taxes for 
healthcare, the vast majority of  Americans 
will have to pay more in taxes. Furthermore, 
those who can no longer afford healthcare 
will be charged higher insurance premiums, 
as the repeal of  the individual mandate 
means that although they will no longer 
be obligated to buy healthcare, they will be 
punished for not doing so. 
 Trump’s healthcare bill is also particularly 
harmful to our nation because it impedes 
minority rights by denying women and 
the mentally ill basic access to healthcare 
services. Even though the Republican 

Party generally opposes 
abortion, it should 

not support a 
removal of  

essential women’s health benefits. Trump’s 
2018 budget proposal bars Planned 
Parenthood and other abortion providers 
from receiving much needed federal 
funding in an effort to adhere to his pro-life 
campaign promises. This proposal would 
exclude various health organizations that are 
centered around helping women and their 
families, which would result in a major blow 
to women’s health. 
 Trump’s healthcare bill also repeals the 
Affordable Care Act’s protections on the 
coverage of  necessary health services, 
specifically those regarding mental health, 
an important issue in society today. Despite 
an increasing number of  Americans being 

diagnosed with mental disorders, Trump’s 
healthcare bill would reduce the amount 
of  coverage available to these people, while 
increasing premium payments and allowing 
companies to waive coverage for treatment. 
By denying Americans crucial mental health 
benefits, Trump’s healthcare bill sends an 
extremely harmful message: it implies that 
the government does not take the health 
needs of  its citizens into full consideration. 
What does this bode for our society and our 
culture? Since it hinders the progress made 
on health reform for our nation and prevents 
American citizens from accessing their 
basic rights, Trumpcare is damaging to the 
continued well-being of  our nation. 
 The inherent injustice of  Trump’s 
healthcare bill is once again reflected in 
the benefits accorded to businesses and 
the upper class. The Affordable Care Act 
raised taxes on the wealthiest to subsidize 

healthcare. With the removal of  these 
taxes, healthcare prices will increase 
for many. Moreover, employers 
no longer have to provide health 
insurance if  they have over 
50 employees. Combined with 
insurance companies being able to 
charge more for pre-existing medical 
conditions, Trump’s healthcare 
bill seems to allow corporations to 
profit off  the health (or lack thereof) 
of  Americans. Corporations should 

not benefit from the losses of  the average 
citizen, and fairness should be upheld in 
healthcare access and payment.
 Even if  Trump’s healthcare bill may 
provide benefits for business, it clearly does 
not outweigh the harm done to most of  
the American people. Those disadvantaged 
by socioeconomic status and medical 
conditions will lose the improved access 
to care they received under Obamacare. 
Existing inequalities will only further increase 
as well. If  Obamacare was progressive, then 
Trumpcare is most certainly regressive. Few 
other advanced countries find it acceptable 
to put the health of  their citizens secondary 
to business interests. How is it acceptable 
for the U.S. to allow corporations to profit 
at the expense of  people’s lives, health, and 
sense of  security?
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leadership roles. On campus, diversity plays 
a major factor both socially and politically 
by improving relations through intermixing 
interactions and striking down stereotypes 
and perceptions that could potentially be 
divisive. 
 In many states, the policy of  
socioeconomic-based affirmative action 
has been outlawed. However, during its 
inception in the Nixon administration, it was 
successful in guaranteeing equal economic 
opportunities—particularly to African 
Americans. Unfortunately, the actions of  
the Supreme Court have been regressive, 
and favor the state bans on advantageous 
admissions to state universities. As opposed 
to continually seeking legislative redress to 
the uniformity of  its campuses, colleges 
and universities must be proactive in their 
diligence and information within  poverty-
stricken regions. An important strategy 
several colleges are employing in admissions 
policies is to utilize relative success as 
opposed to cumulative success exclusively 
for those in lower-income neighborhoods. 
Additionally, universities can offer to finance 
the tuition of  intriguing prospects to nearby 
public colleges while still accepting the 
normal quota for incoming freshmen. After 
two years, the university can then offer 
transfer eligibility to students deserving of  
discounted tuition rates. Because of  this, there 
is no pool of  admirable college freshmen 
who are turned down, and those minorities 
seeking similar opportunities arrive on an 
academically equal level as their counterparts 
in time. Without the expenditure of  funds 
from universities, however, there will be no 
unity or consistency in this movement for 
change, which will ultimately result in the 
retrogression to a nightmarish past and a 
dystopian future. 

the process for educational equality. As 
education is one of  the major pillars of  
occupational success, this government ideal 
must live up to its expectation as an equalizer. 
Within a capitalist society, diversity fosters 
competition, which leads to the successive 
growth of  the economy, an increase in the 
gross domestic product, and as a result, an 

augmentation of  the salaries and wealth of  
the American people. Currently, there is a 
significant inequity in the wealth distribution 
in the country, resulting in an abundance 
of  opportunities for the wealthy and a 
smaller amount of  chances for minorities. 
It is agreed upon that diversity is not only 
the goal of  businesses, but also the future 
of  society. By 2050, there will be no evident 
majority or minority within the U.S. In 
turn, the future generations must not be 
saddled with the pre-existing prejudices that 
leave the impoverished disadvantaged and 
reserve the abounding opportunities for 

Take Action for Affirmative Action 
By SATHVIK RAVI,  sophomore

 IT IS A COMMON misconception that 
giving preferential admissions to minorities 
leads to the denial of  opportunity to other 
equally qualified candidates. Race-neutral 
policies have long received the ire of  
minorities; the legislation of  federal and 
state governments and the unfavorable 
rulings of  the Supreme Court represent a 
regression of  reform efforts. This lack of  
diversity promotes an unreflective cultural 
melting pot of  the American society, 
which is rapidly approaching the equality 
of  whites and minorities in terms of  
population statistics. Instead of  fighting for 
the incohesive legislation that services the 
needs of  the minorities, colleges must take 
a further proactive stance in their utilization 
of  statistical metrics as well as detailed 
analyses of  poverty-stricken neighborhoods 
if  they wish to achieve true equality within 
their campuses.
 Though exaggerated by conservatives, the 
academic performance of  high-achieving 
students in low-income neighborhoods does 
not demonstrate a significant drop off  from 
that of  their wealthier counterparts. While 
these disadvantaged students perform well 
when compared to their peers, the most 
selective colleges offer admissions to the 
highest-achieving students rather than the 
potentially more valuable campus additions, 
contributing to the lack of  diversity. 
Approximately 72% of  the demographics 
within these colleges constitute students 
from high-income neighborhoods, — a 
failure on the part of  the merit-based 
system and academically-inclined colleges. 
In addition, the access to opportunities for 
lower-income students is severely hampered 
by schools who do not provide a platform 
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to educational betterment. Due to the rising 
college expenses and the lack of  access to and 
knowledge of  financial aid, students from 
these neighborhoods are not likely to fill out 
the financial aid application to universities, 
which guarantees discounted tuition prices 
for those who are socioeconomically 
disadvantaged. Instead, these students are 

more likely to apply to lower-tier colleges 
— generally neighborhood or nearby public 
universities — with higher acceptance 
rates. However, these schools have lower 
percentages of  successful graduates and 
lower chances of  obtaining leadership 
positions in public institutions or companies 
once they graduate. This reality proves the 
baseless nature of  the meritocracy that 
contributes to economic suffocation in its 
relegation of  minorities to menial roles. 
 In a society where half  of  the children 
born every day come from minority groups, 
there is an obvious need to accelerate 



Planet another advantage when it comes to 
colonization, because without water, humans 
would not be able to survive. 
 However, a growing population also 
means a growing appetite. Agriculture on 
Earth can only produce a limited amount 
of  food. By taking farming into space, we 
would literally be taking it to the next level. 
Of  course, farming on Mars would be much 
different from farming on Earth. The soil 
and air are different, and the temperatures 
are too cold to sustain most plants. However, 
we could take a manmade approach to 
farming. Greenhouses with controlled 
temperatures, regulated water supply, and 
soil contents could be built to grow any crop 
of  our choice. New technologies could also 
be implemented. For example, hydroponics 
is a system in which plants can be grown in 
tight spaces without soil, and instead with 
just minerals and water. Another alternative 
is the use of  aeroponics—a system in which 
plants are grown in misty air in an enclosed 
environment with regulated temperatures. 
 So yes, the journey to Mars will be risky 
and unpredictable. We will face countless 
threats, from cosmic radiation to space 
debris. Yes, the trip will cost billions of  
dollars. Yes, we may encounter obstacles, 
and things may go wrong along the way. 
But it is not impossible. With hard work 
and determination, we can get to the Red 
Planet. The future is out there, waiting for 
us on Mars, and we shouldn’t simply ignore 
it. It is time for us to open our eyes and see 
the wonderful possibilities that come with 
space exploration. It is our responsibility to 
science and to future generations to explore 
beyond the Earth. We landed a man on the 
moon, so who’s to say that we can’t land a 
man on Mars?

Setting Sights on Space
By SIYA SCINDIA,  freshman

 ALMOST 48 YEARS AGO, man first 
set foot on the moon.  It was a great 
accomplishment—one that many thought 
would never come true. But on that day, 
they were proved wrong. Today, man’s first 
steps on the moon seem like a distant, faded 
memory. It has become something that we 
deem to be ordinary—just another event in 
the history of  mankind.
 Few realize that we stand at the same exact 
crossroads as we did 50 years ago. Once 
again, we pursue the goal of  discovering and 
furthering our understanding of  the great 
beyond. We face something that appears so 
far away but could be essential in the near 
future. Our destination, however, is a little 
different. This time, it’s Mars. 
 Elon Musk, founder of  SpaceX, an 
American aerospace company, has already 
launched a plan to colonize the Red Planet. 
Though Musk does have financial backing, 
he has yet to convince the general public that 
the exploration of  Mars is advantageous. 
However, he faces much opposition. Some 
say that the costs of  space travel and new 
technologies are too expensive; after all, 
money could end up going down the drain 
if  these missions are unsuccessful. Others 
argue that the plan itself  is too risky. 
Astronauts could face numerous health 
risks, including exposure to radiation and 
deterioration of  their bodies. Some simply 
ask, “Why is it necessary to colonize other 
planets if  we already have Earth?” The 
arguments against exploration are not invalid; 
the journey will be risky and quite expensive. 
However, the benefits of  colonization 
would be tremendous if  we were to succeed, 
as it would open up a world of  knowledge 
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and opportunity in astronomy and science. 
As the human population grows and space 
becomes limited on Earth, people can buy 
land on Mars and perhaps even move there. 
Mining for minerals could reap economic 
benefits, and crops could even be grown on 
Mars under specific conditions. Colonizing 
Mars, or any other hospitable planet for that 
matter, is worth the risk. 
 Knowledge is something that we crave. 
As humans, we are all full of  unanswered 
questions. How did the Earth form? How 
did we get here? Are we alone in the universe, 
or are there creatures just like us somewhere 
else? Colonizing Mars could answer these 
questions and open us up to a myriad of  
discoveries. The surface of  Mars could 
reveal much about how and when it was 
formed and its geological evolution. There 
is also a lot that can be learned from beneath 
the surface of  Mars. NASA has found pools 
of  frozen water underground at the poles 
of  the planet. Because water is essential to 
all life forms, it could be an intimation that 
life exists currently on Mars or existed many 
years ago. Exploring Mars could change the 
sciences and astronomy as we know it.
 But while we look for signs of  alien life, 
we must not forget about our own growing 
need for space and resources. The human 
population is growing exponentially, by about 
70 million people each year. Our planet, 
however, is not getting any bigger. More 
people means more space and resources 
will be required to fulfill everyone’s needs. 
But what happens if  we run out of  space? 
Well, the answer lies in space! By colonizing 
Mars, we would have inhabited two planets, 
more than enough for a rapidly increasing 
population. Additionally, as aforementioned, 
water does exist on Mars. This gives the Red 

 RECENT CONTROVERSIES over the 
removal of  public Confederate monuments 
in New Orleans have reopened the debate 
over how our country should deal with the 
infamous legacy of  the Confederacy. The 
issue comes down to a simple question 
— should the government honor high-
ranking Confederate officials who are 
remembered for defending the institution 
of  slavery? Ultimately, the case for removing 
Confederate monuments is the same as the 
case for removing the Confederate flag 
from public spaces of  honor and renaming 
Confederate sites: to remove the hate and 
bigotry of  the past.
 Many of  those who support the idea that 
Confederate monuments should remain in 
New Orleans claim that the monuments are 
a major part of  its history. It is no secret that 
the Confederate monuments are in honor of  
the military officials of  the Civil War. 
However, what the Confederate 
army was fighting for is common 
knowledge — the preservation 
of  slavery. New Orleans was 
America’s largest slave port, where 
thousands of  people were bought and 
sold as property. With federally built 
monuments residing in a prominent city 
of  the United States, the government is 
constantly reminding citizens of  its past 
inhumane treatment of  people. 
 The monuments in New Orleans 
aren’t there to further public knowledge 
about the Confederacy; their sole purpose is 
to honor the Confederate leaders. However, 
removing Confederate monuments does not 
result in the erasure of  history. No one is 
demanding that we erase the Confederacy and 
its leaders from the historical record. In fact, 
we should certainly remember Confederate 
monuments and continue to study the 

Confederacy and the tradition of  slavery to 
better understand the development of  our 
nation. Some monuments should remain 
in museums for their historical importance, 
and others can be held in facilities to further 
historical understanding, just as Confederate 
flags are used in appropriate settings, such 
as maps and historical 
reenactments. 
 However, we should not 
honor them. Confederate 
monuments represent 
the same ideals that 
the burning of  a 
cross does—hatred 
for others. The point 
is not to remove 
proof  of  American 
failure regarding 
racial justice but to 
stop publicly honoring 
our history of  racism and 
its leaders by allowing 

Confederate monuments 
to stand proudly. Many 

who support the 
perpetuation of  the 

Confederate monuments gloss over the 
fact that these monuments represent 
something more than just a piece of  
history. It is not explicitly understood that 
the removal of  the monuments is not the 
nation removing an important part of  
history. Rather, the purpose behind the 
removal of  the monuments is to remove 
prejudice and progress forward. But if  we 

let the monuments reside, then we retain the 
hate and a state of  complacency. The same 
cannot be said for Confederate symbols, 
which  allow their legacy to remain in a less 
impactful way.
 Some try to justify the continuation 
of  honoring Confederates by pointing 
out the fact that we honor many other 
historical figures who have supported 
slavery. For example, Benjamin Franklin is 
commemorated with a 20 foot tall statue 
in Philadelphia. However, the purpose 

of  monuments such as Franklin’s is 
to remember his contribution to the 
creation of  our country, not his role in 
promoting slavery. In comparison, while 

slavery may have played a role in creating 
our country, the Confederate monuments 

commemorate and remind us of  archaic 
beliefs, not the construction of  America.
 Of  course, the US is far from being 
the only nation that struggles with issues 
regarding controversial memorials. 
However, other countries in Europe 
have removed many monuments that no 
longer reflect their values. For example, 
Germany and Italy have removed 

monuments dedicated to the Nazis 
and Fascists, respectively. Nazism, 
fascism, and slavery should all 
remain part of  our historical 
memory as experiences to be 
learned from. However, we should 
not honor the regimes and leaders 
who promoted these evils.

 To literally put the Confederacy on top 
of  a pedestal is an inaccurate representation 
of  who we are and who we strive to be as 
a country. History is in the past and cannot 
be erased, but the statues that reflect our 
darkest time certainly can. The Civil War is 
over and the Confederacy is gone, and so 
should the statues that depict the horrors of  
our nation’s past.

Con-federate Monuments
By SANJANA BHANUSHALI,  sophomore

 THE WORLD WAS ONCE a barbaric place. 
It was a place where rich men craved power, 
and people of  color were enslaved. It was a 
place where Native Americans were coerced 
into surrendering their villages to greedy 
landowners. The United States, in particular, 
has a history streaked with male dominance. 
Truth be told, most of  the situations 
described above have been partially fixed. 
We had an African American president 
and have compensated Native Americans 
for their losses. However, even on paper, 
society’s poor treatment of  women has still 
yet to be addressed. 
 In fairy tales, an alluring princess manages 
to capture the attention of  a striking prince. 
An evil stepmother seeks revenge against the 
princess. She eats the poisoned apple. Oh, 
here comes the mighty prince to save the 
clueless princess. And they all live happily 
ever after. 
 Not exactly. 
 We must ask ourselves, why is it that the 
woman is always portrayed as weak? Why 
can’t she save herself ? Why doesn’t the 
princess ever save the prince?
 While history chooses to speak primarily 
of  Native Americans and African Americans, 
it entirely skims over women. The occasional 
historical reference to women is of  their 
societal roles as wives or concubines. As we 
enter the 21st century, women are making a 
push for recognition and for the right to be 
regarded as equals. We refuse to reside in a 
society where men decide whether having an 
abortion is morally correct and where people 
get paid more because of  their gender.
 First, abortion has always been a topic 
of  argument between Democrats and 
Republicans. Democrats are in favor of  
allowing abortions; Republicans claim that 
the act is equivalent to physically killing 
a living person. However, women should 
be the ones who make that decision. The 
majority of  the Republican Party, arguing 
the moral and religious consequences of  
abortion, are not even women themselves.  
If  there is a justifiable reason, the one who 
must bear the child for nine months should 
have the final say. 
 Second, the pay gap inequality has been 
brought to the public’s attention. Despite a 
few exceptions, it was found that a woman 
makes on average 77 cents to her male co-
worker’s dollar. It isn’t because men have 
more expertise or a higher level of  education. 
In fact, it is quite the contrary. Woman hold 
a 57% majority in college enrollment. It all 
comes back to childbearing. Companies pull 
from women’s salaries because they take sick 
leaves when they have babies. Despite public 
outrage, the government has failed to make 
significant changes.
 In 2013, Democrats attempted to sign the 
Paycheck Fairness Act. “For reasons only 
known to them, Senate Republicans do not 
seem to be interested in closing wage gaps,” 
stated Senator Harry Reid. It’s ironic that 
these very same people implemented our 
Common Core reading standards which 
require the reading of  classics like Animal 
Farm, where a corrupted government has 
created a class of  second class citizens. In 
our society, women are those second class 
citizens. 
 Social media is helping to change that 
status. If  you are a Youtube user, there 
is a chance that you may have seen the 
#LikeAGirl video during commercial breaks. 
Always, a feminine hygiene company, asks 
older girls what it means to “run like a girl.” 
They flip their hair. The same question is 
asked to younger girls. They furiously pump 
their bodies. In between, males respond to 
the same questions. Some laugh, just proving 
how much farther we have to go before 
women can get their happily ever after.

For the Girls
By DIANA D’SOUZA, sophomore



apps that are growing in popularity, such 
as Instagram. The feature received limited 
positive feedback due to Facebook’s own 
promotions, with the company paying 
celebrities and publishers $50 million to 
use the feature in the first place. However, 
this “update” is ultimately a copycat move 
that was not properly thought out. Through 
this rushed design, Facebook live streaming 
has made content that is not acceptable for 
broadcast available to children and families. 
If  the social network hopes to maintain 
its popularity and healthy image, it must 
implement strong, comprehensive security 
measures to its livestreaming feature.

people have pressed the button or filed one. 
There can also be an option, when filing a 
report, to specify the type of  crime it is; for 
example, categories could include suicide, 
murder, and torture. 
 Additionally, Facebook can monitor the 
content of  live stream videos more carefully 
and have more personnel on this task so 
that the disturbing videos are actually taken 

down rather than ignored. 
Seeing distressing content 
like that, even if  it has a 
warning, can emotionally 
and psychologically 
traumatize a person, 
especially if  it is a video 
of  someone they know. 
Even if  there is a First 
Amendment issue, 
Facebook has the right 
to control what content it 
chooses to display on its 
website. The fact that live 
streams are only popular 
in mainstream culture 
because of  the cruel acts 
being aired on them is 

horrifying; is this really what 
Facebook wants to be known 

for? Is this the content that represents 
Facebook? The sensitive content can also 
have an impact on the family or close friends 
of  the victim; showing respect for them is 
yet another reason why these videos should 
be taken down immediately if  Facebook 
authorities are aware that distressing material 
is being shown. 
 Many users of  Facebook have regarded 
their new live stream feature as a brash 
move by the company to keep up with 

It’s Not Just a Live Stream
By SARA DAVE,  junior

 LIVE STREAMING is a popular feature on 
many social media websites that allows a user 
to broadcast a real-time video to others, and 
allows others to actively watch and interact 
with the content. Facebook, with 1.94 
billion active users, joined the live streaming 
bandwagon in 2016 and advertised this new 
feature as a way to share intimate moments, 
such as weddings and birthdays. However, 
more recently, Facebook’s live streams have 
proved to be less innocent than what the 
company had intended it to be. A quick 
Google search of  “Facebook Live” will yield 
suggestions including “killing,” “death,” 
“killer video,” “suicide,” “murders,” and 
many other violent words. What was 
thought to be a fun and innovative platform 
has now turned into a place for murderers 
to broadcast their vicious crimes, to helpless 
users who can only watch when it is already 
too late.
 Facebook’s live stream feature has become 
infamous for the deaths broadcasted on 
it.  Last June, a 28-year-old man was shot 
and killed while trying to record a video. 
In December 2016, a girl attempted to use 
Facebook Live while driving and crashed 
to her death. In another incident, two 
journalists in the Dominican Republic were 
killed by gunmen during a news bulletin in 
February. Unfortunately, the tragic stories 
only continue. In April, a 24-year-old 
student took his own life after livestreaming 
a tutorial on how to commit suicide.
 More recently, in the middle of  April 
2017, a man in Cleveland livestreamed a 
video of  him shooting and killing a 74-year-
old man, and then talking about his actions 
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to viewers. This disturbing video is only one 
of  many. More uproar was caused when 
thousands of  live watchers saw a group of  
four beating up a disabled boy. Facebook 
has since released statements that they do 
not condone this content and that it goes 
against their policies.
 While these statements may sound 
convincing, the reality is that Facebook 
needs far better security 
measures to prevent 
events like these from 
ever happening again. 
The murder of  the 
grandfather took an 
uncannily large amount 
of  time to be taken 
down because “users did 
not flag it as offensive 
for an hour.” Although 
some of  these gruesome 
live stream videos are 
promptly taken down, 
many are left on the 
website but with a 
warning of  “disturbing 
content.” For example, 
when a man was killed in 
a drive-by attack, Facebook 
did not take the clip down because it “didn’t 
violate the company’s standards.” Evidently, 
the company needs to take definitive 
measures to control the content that live 
streamers broadcast. A good measure would 
be for users to be able to file a report or 
press a button that would report the live 
stream to the police or emergency services, 
along with the location of  the streamer. To 
avoid abuse of  this system, a formal report 
will be sent only after a certain number of  
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They are your students, classmates, and friends. But even after four
years, how much do you really know about the Class of  2017? The Hawkeye

asked seniors to chronicle their fears and secrets anonymously on index
cards. Here are the results.

Note: Secrets may have been edited for the sake of  printing quality. To
comment on and view more secrets, visit jpshawkeye.com.
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The Lesson of  the Moth

 THERE IS A POEM TAPED on the wall of  
my room titled “The Lesson of  the Moth” 
written by New York Columnist Don 
Marquis. The poem, having become my all-
time favorite, tells the tale of  a moth who 
desperately tries to break into an electric 

light bulb and fry itself  on the wires. The 
story of  the moth has stuck with me for 
years — not because the moth seems foolish 
enough to try to take its own life for a light 
bulb but because of  how inspiring it is to do 
exactly that. 
 The question is why? Why exactly does the 
moth try so hard to be immolated by a light 
bulb, as ridiculous as it may seem? This was 
my initial question when reading the poem 
and most likely yours as you are reading this. 
However, the moth explains its motive with 
a verse that has captivated my mind ever 
since I read it for the first time:

“Fire is beautiful
and we know that if  we get

too close it will kill us 
but what does that matter

it is better to be happy for a moment
and be burned up with beauty

than to live a long time
and be bored all the while.”

 The words of  the moth left me to 
contemplate about my own life. I began 
to yearn to find the beautiful fire that 
could kindle the same relentless passion 

within me just as the light bulb did for 
the moth. I did not necessarily want to be 
burnt by a hazardous source of  fire, but I 
wanted to be a part of  a beauty that made 
me incandescently happy -- that made me 
want to learn, discover, and wake up every 
morning excited for what is to come.
 High school was a time for me to find 
myself, my interests, and my passions. While 
other people already knew what they wanted 
to pursue in high school and in the future — 
whether it was science or politics — I had 
no idea how I wanted to carve my path, what 
my burning passion was.
 But that is the beauty of  it all — the 
endless possibilities of  where your path can 
go and lead you to and the endless ways 
that “light bulb” can be defined. In high 
school, I wanted to be foolish like the moth 
and explore whatever interested me the 
slightest. Solving a mock murder case with 
chemicals and a microscope for a forensics 
competition gave me a thrill, a genuine rush 
of  happiness that made me want to do the 
same tomorrow. Refining, restructuring, and 
revising a sentence word by word with my 

fellow editors in Hawkeye vitalized me with 
an electric feeling, an ineffable sensation 
of  excitement. Pursuing these activities, I 
realized that what I was seeking was not a 
light bulb or a definite source of  happiness, 
but various sparks of  light that when put 
together, become a big, beautiful fire.
 Class of  2017, be foolish like the moth. 
Find the burning beauty you want to be a 
part of, whether it is a sport, a person you 
love, academic subject, hobby, or all of  
them. Do not hold yourself  back from 
doing what you like just because what might 
happen next might scare you. (Do, however, 
hold yourself  back from engaging in life-
threatening activities that involve frying 
yourself  with an electric light bulb.) 
 It still has not hit me yet that the year 
2017, something that seemed so distant 
when I was a freshman, has finally arrived 
and that we are graduating. However, even 
though we will separate our ways after high 
school, we will remember how we inspired 
each other, how we helped each other 
discover ourselves, how we all tried to find 
our own burning fire together. 

By KELLY YU, Co-Editor-in-Chief

The Truth About Doorways
  I USED TO BE DEATHLY AFRAID of  doors. 
I think I was traumatized by my experience 
of  a revolving door pushing me to fall flat 
on my face during elementary school. Or 
maybe it was the time when I walked into my 
front door and grew a bump on my forehead 
that looked like something you would see 
in Tom and Jerry. Thankfully, however, I 
stopped fearing doors as I grew older and 
instead started thinking more about the 
significance of  them; just as every other 
literature student has done, I’ve completed 
graphic organizers, written essays, and 
overanalyzed their functions as symbols of  
personal growth and change (this one is for 
you, Mr. Carrillo). I understand why people 
stress about what’s behind the door — we’re 
used to just seeing a welcome mat on the 
doorstep or shoes we stuffed in our closet. 
And as seniors graduating high school, we 
can’t help but be afraid that what’s outside 
the doors of  JP is something worse than the 
boogeyman.  
 However, I don’t find the fear of  not 
knowing what is behind the door or the 
process of  walking through it that fascinating. 
What fascinates me is the moment right 

before you open it. Once you put your hand 
on the doorknob and twist it, there’s a brief  
second when you’re completely vulnerable 
to whatever is behind it, but you still have 
time to retreat back to safety. And so, what 
Hamlet should’ve thought about instead 
is, “To cross or not to cross, that is the 
question.” 
 I remember watching a scene from Grey’s 
Anatomy where the main character Meredith 
sits in silence with her therapist, refusing to 
speak the truth about her past for the entire 
session. Just as she opens the door to leave, 
she finally acknowledges her emotional 
instability and reflects on her troubled 
childhood. I thought to myself, why would 
she wait until the last minute to reveal the 
one important thing that her therapist 
should know? And then I realized that it was 
in our nature to hold back on these things. 
Personally, I can make small talk with friends 
for hours and hours, but just as they’re 
about to leave, we always linger by the door. 
There’s a moment of  finality, and oftentimes, 
we blurt out what we’ve avoided mentioning 
before with a casual, “Just wanted to say…” 
We rush to say the truth because we want to 
have closure before symbolically exiting this 
stage of  life. And that’s what doorways are 

— truth inducers. 
 More often than not, the truth — actually, 
the desire to know the truth — brings too 
much anxiety. There’s an Inuit word that 
reminds me of  this struggle: iktsuarpok. 
A direct English translation doesn’t exist, 
but it’s the feeling of  anticipation you get 
when expecting people and the tendency 
to frequently go outside and check to see 
if  they have arrived. We’re in that phase of  
tasting the first piquant bites of  adulthood, 
and our journey to get here has led us to 
know the feeling of  iktsuarpok too well. 
We’ve compulsively checked outside the 
door to see the reapings of  the risks we 
have taken — the results of  our tryout 
for the basketball team, our audition for 
the school play, our acceptances from the 
college application process. Even though we 
frequently check, it’s ironic that we secretly 
desire putting off  the discovery of  the truth 
because we associate truth with pain; as the 
cliché goes, “Ignorance is bliss.” 
 When filling out The Hawkeye’s senior 
census question, “Where do you see yourself  
in twenty years?” I jokingly responded that I 
see myself  building a culinary empire. But 
honestly, I see most of  us still lingering by 
the doorway, hand on the knob, hoping that 

the other party will have the audacity to blurt 
out some truth. Because of  our inclination 
to wait until the last minute, the best and 
most important things come at the very end, 
but it doesn’t have to be that way. 
 So Class of  2017, let’s not credit our 
decisions to a doorway. Let’s not be driven 
to accomplish something because we know 
we’re nearing the end. Let’s act because we 
can. 

By COURTNEY ZENG, Co-Editor-in-Chief
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What is your most 
cherished memory at JP?

Opening and closing night with all 
the friends I made in theater. 
— Erin Cervelli 
My whole class not being able to 
stop laughing during a lockdown 
drill because someone’s stomach 
growled. — Grace Gabelmann
Rapping about the powers of 
Congress to the tune of “Anaconda”  
by Nicki Minaj. — Kelly Yu
When I went to the bathroom in 

the boys’ locker room 
and there was soap in the 
dispenser. 
— Aaron Wang

Licking the security camera in the 
staircase across from room 102 
after the first day of senior year. 
— Justin Huh
Long talks with Mr. Alfonzo. 
— Dennis Nguyen
Getting detention for rap-battling 
over school email. 
— Rumeet Goradia
When they had those Dole fruit 
cups at lunch for a good week.
 — Nina Tang
Sitting cross-legged in the hallway 
with Mr. Martinak and discussing 
philosophy during study hall.  
— Sneha Yarasani
Dropping stuff off the roof for 
physics. — Alex Minn   
Working with the Project Pieces 
kids during gym class.
— Vineela Jonnalagadda
Singing karaoke with one of my 
future Spanish teachers at JP Day.  
— Ruhi Kanwar
Waking up at 5:30 am together 
with my three roomies on every 
orchestra trip. — Anny Lu
Doing the spicy wing challenge at 
Buffalo Wild Wings with Akshay, 
Rishabh, Gautham, and the one 
and only Mr. Parekkadan. 
— Dustin Hwang
2:30 pm. — Michelle Fang

What is your biggest 
regret at JP?

What advice do you have 
for underclassmen?

Not dying my hair. — Eric Zhu
Not knowing how the hawk 
mascots got their jobs. — Aimee 
Cheng
I was lazy. Don’t be lazy. — Raj Jani
Not spending enough time with 
friends and family.
— Vishesh Sharma
Messing up the tie-dye on my Mole 
Day t-shirt and somehow making it 
one giant, brown blob. 
— Courtney Zeng
Not having opened up to more 
people. — Maria Carpio
Playing FIFA 14 every day after 
I got home for six hours as a 
freshman. — Vikram Hari
Not challenging myself as much as 
I should’ve. — Vansh Arora 
That time our team lost in 
NitroBall. — Deepti Talesra

Not seeing Mr. Boufford dab.
— Kelly Yu
Not getting involved in clubs 
and being overtly cynical about 
everything related to school. 
— Gialla La Bruzza
Not trying out for the volleyball 
team as a freshman. If there’s a 
sport that you want to do, then just 
do it. — Dip Singha
Waking up anytime before seven to 
get ready for school. — Kayla Luis
Not enjoying it while it lasted. 
— Omar Hewedy
Not taking enough jelly beans from 
Mr. McMullen’s jar. 
— Parth Narvekar
Not taking enough time out of my 
schedule to hang out with 
friends because I was too 
focused on homework. 
— Samarth Gupta
Waiting until the week before 
prom to rent a tuxedo. 
— Aditya Shah
I don’t have any regrets. 
— Jamaal Terry
7:40 am. — Michelle Fang

For the love of all that is holy and 
good, don’t procrastinate. 
— Mary Dulatre
Advocate for yourselves. No one 
else will. — Gabby Ling
Don’t focus too much on just 
grades and standardized tests. 
It’s really easy to get caught up 
in the GPA and SAT race but for 
you personally (and in most cases 
for college decisions as well), it’s 
better to explore and develop your 
passions. Try and have a “spike” 
because who wants to be good at 
something if you can be the best? 
— Akshay Yeluri
Push the extra mile and never give 
up. You are HAWKS and HAWKS 
always fly high! — Ruhi Kanwar
Actually join clubs and go on trips. 
Get to know people so you can 
actually have fun on these trips. 
Seriously. Socialize and get to know 
people. I barely know anybody in 
this place. — Christina Xue
Find opportunities for the things 
you love. — Ayush Saxena
Teachers are people too! Get to 
know some of them (beyond the 
42 minutes you have them for class 
everyday)! They are an excellent 
resource for advice and support. 
— Kelley Gosling
Don’t worry too much about the 
future. Live in the present. 
— Tanmay Majmudar
Take school seriously from the 
very beginning, every year is 
important.— Alena Couto
Don’t run from administrators, 
they have cameras. 
— Rushat Thakore

Give everyone a chance and don’t 
be judgmental. — Grace Wu
Don’t be stupid. — Daksh Desai
You have six free unexcused 
absences. They are meant to be 
used. But use them wisely. 
— Theodore Li

Do not waste time on drama and 
truly enjoy high school because 
the four years you spend here at 
JP are the most fun moments in 
your life. JP will accept your true 
colors. Honestly, if someone gave 
me a chance to to go through high 
school again I definitely would. 
— Sonal Patel 
One piece of advice is go and talk 
to people, and be friendly because 
it is important to get to know your 
peers more. Plus, you never know, 
they may become one of your 
friends in the future. — Lydia Lo
Don’t be afraid of being rejected for 
anything or of being embarrassed 
in public a couple of times. 
No one will remember those 
moments (except you when you 
have cringeworthy flashbacks) 
and they’re part of the process of 
growing up. — Shruti Kumta



You Know You Go To 
JPS When...

…you have to let the 
administration know the who, 
what, where, when, why, and how 
of your senior prank.
— Natalie Franco
…freshmen have College 
Confidential as their most visited 
website. — Shyamala Subramanian
…Canary means more than just a 
bird to you. — Isha Salvi  
…the elusive swimming pool is 
actually the senior lot flood. 
— Mridini Anand
…the Geo Filter for the school is a 
duck instead of a hawk. 
— Peri Gelberg
…the hallway in front of the 
cafeteria is known as the “Oak Tree 
Intersection.” — Khushbu Mistry
…students who don’t graduate on 
time are turned into geese and are 
forever locked in the courtyard. 
— Michael Wang
…you’re so late to homeroom you 
gotta hide your backpack in the 
bathroom. — Tanmay Majmudar
…the DJ played Bhangra music at 
prom...and everyone went crazy. 
— Tilak Bhatnagar
…kids carry around graphing 
calculators instead of cell phones. 
— Mitali Shah
…you only take a certain AP class 
for the field trip. — Arjun Srivastav
…Tetris is back because of 
Macbooks. — Parth Narvekar 
…your principal has the best hair 
in the country. — Zachary Kibel
…the Spanish Honor Society 
Dinner has more Indian food than 
Spanish food. — Zain Ahmed
…you use the lid of the recycling 
bin as a hall pass. — Deana Gifford
…you need an admin password to 
print from your MacBook. 
— Kelley Gosling

…you check up on the baby 
ducklings every morning. 
— Kelly Yu
…you have to walk halfway around 
the school to find an open boys 
bathroom. — Abhishek Aravind
…people bring three extra 
calculators and two sets of extra 
batteries for AP exams.
— Saanchi Shah
…everyone starts running when 
someone yells “SWEEP.” 
— Keil’ah Snipes
…all you read in The Hawkeye was 
“You Know You Go to JPS When.” 
— Krishnapriya Kumar
…you realize that the school has 
its own time zone (which is two 
minutes ahead). — Dhruv Patel
…you have the history notes of 
people who graduated nine years 
ago. — Aarati Srikumar
…when you’re driving and you’re 
always on the lookout for the pink 
fluorescent tags. 
— Laya Paladugu
…the “Reading Garden” is used 
more for animal sightings than 
reading. — Abhiraj Saxena
…promposals are talked about 
more than prom. — Richard Zhu
…you have less sick days than your 
working parents. — Dip Singha

What is one thing 
students should do 

before they graduate JP?
Dye your hair. — Eric Zhu
Use one of the faculty restrooms 
after hours. — Shreyoshi Ghosh
Find the $20 I taped under one of 
the desks in the second floor. 
— Justin Huh
Buy Science wd Bubble Tea, 
because at what other high school 
would people sell boba? 
— Akshay Yeluri
Spend 12+ hours straight at school 
(and don’t forget snacks!). 
— Kelley Gosling
Collect and eat all flavors of the 
Gertrude Hawk chocolate bars. 
— Anweshan Das
Fail a test by choice.  
— Krishnapriya Kumar
Find an open bathroom on your 
first try. — Nitin Verma
Definitely walk the halls and skip 
20 minutes of a boring class with a 
good friend. — Gail Tynkov
Get a detention, but just once. 
— Lea Baumser 

Take as many pictures as you can 
with the science department on 
Halloween. — Courtney Zeng
Make lunch plans with your 
favorite teacher. — Grace Wu
Dance with Ms. Pawlikowski. 
— Shinjini Kotian
Take a picture in the B-wing! 
— Sriya Bhamidipati
Reach level 20 on Tetris. 
— Natalia Pawlowska
Actually show up to HR on time. 
— Sruthi Gangisetty
Get gaggled for the fun of it. 
— Michelle Fang
Make amends with people you may 
have not had the best relationships 
with. 
— Gialla La Bruzza
Take a deep breath and realize 
you’re going on with your life. 
— Alex Telson
Thank a teacher who changed your 
life. — Katrina Wittenbauer 
Read the Hawkeye! — Alice Fang

Where will you be 
twenty years from now?

Oregon. — Ojas Jangada
On the cover of TIME magazine. 
— Ayush Saxena
Working with Lin-Manuel Miranda 
on the next Broadway history 
musical. — Anny Lu
Where women belong: in the 
House or the Senate. 
— Gail Tynkov
Married with kids, watching Gail 
dominate the House or Senate 
floor. — Asadullah Waheed
Serving my lifetime sentence for 20 
lates at JP Stevens. 
— Gautham Roni
At work … it’s 10 a.m. on a 
Thursday. — Joshua Chreer
I’ll tell you in 20 years. 
— Chris Milcsik

You tell me. I don’t even know what 
I’m eating for lunch. 
— Rishabh Kapoor
Twenty years from now, I will be 
teaching special education and 
leading a happy life the way I want. 
— Taylor Dean
Wherever. But within those twenty 
years, I’ll try to be a better person 
than I was the year before. 
— Michael Wang
Hopefully not in jail. 
— Christina Xue
CEO of a company worth more 
than all Fortune 500 companies 
combined. — Sneha Yarasani
Drinking an unhealthy amount of 
bubble tea. — Kelly Yu
Serving others. — Kyle Gordon
Taking a nap. — Alex Chen
Wearing Crocs in a suburb as a 
soccer mom, walking my golden 
retriever. — Natalia Pawlowska
Visiting JPS because I love it so 
much. — Sharif Hasan
$$$ — Dustin Hwang
Wondering why my answer twenty 
years ago was so wrong. 
— Adarssh Maharajan
Opening my own bakery and 
building my culinary empire. 
— Courtney Zeng
Happy. — Isha Salvi
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…as chapters in our hearts.





OM Worlds, contd. 

RICHARD ALFONZO
Senior Annie Weng and her team show judges props used throughout their performance. 

AARUSHI GOVIL

Senior Shobhana Sridhar and junior Jared Borja sing at the SerenAIDe concert.

four different long-term problems, with each 
problems requiring a different task. Problem 
One, “Catch Us If  You Can,” asked teams 
to build vehicles running on different routes 
to the same destination. Problem Two, 
“Odd-a-Bot,” challenged teams to build 
and operate a robot that exhibited human 
characteristics while performing certain tasks 
simultaneously. Problem Three, “Classics...
It’s Time, OMER,” required teams to create 
a performance based on time travelers 
looking for inspiration in classical art. 
Problem Four, “Ready, Set, Balsa, Build!,” 
expected teams to build and test a 15-gram 
balsa structure. Scores earned from these 
long-term problems are then combined 
with scores earned from the spontaneous 
portion of  the competition, where teams are 
presented with a verbal or hands-on problem 
at the competition site and expected to solve 
it within a certain amount of  time. 
 When not competing, students engaged 
in pin and t-shirt trading. Junior Michelle 
Li explained, “At these events, I have made 
lifelong friends and memories that I will 
cherish for years beyond.”
 On May 28, teams gathered once again in 

the Breslin Student Center, eagerly awaiting 
the results of  four days of  competition. 
JP teams placed in the top twenty in their 
respective problems — JP’s Problem One 
team placed seventeenth, Problem Two team 
placed ninth, Problem Three team placed 
fifth, Problem Four Team A placed first, and 
Problem Four Team B placed fifth. 
 This year’s World Finals also saw historic 
records broken. JP Stevens’ Problem Three 
team became the first team in JP Stevens 
to place top six in their long-term while JP 
Stevens Problem Four Team A became the 
first team in New Jersey history to capture 
first place at World Finals for their problem. 
 Although World Finals were coming 
to a close, more memories were made as 
teams headed to the afterparty. Senior and 
executive board member Rishabh Kapoor 
stated, “Although the awards ceremony 
ended my last OM World Finals, I was able 
to spend more time with my team and my 
new international friends at the afterparty. 
Dancing around, trading t-shirts, and just 
enjoying the last few hours of  the club 
was incredibly memorable. I couldn’t think 
of  a better way to end my OM career.”

BOTC, contd. 

By SRIRAM SRININASAN, junior was able to battle it for more than five years 
before passing away in 2011. SerenAIDe 
has been continued each year in memory of  
him and his courageous fight against ALS. 
 The event was organized almost entirely 
by students of  the JP Stevens Choir, with 
members of  the Chamber Choir heading 
various committees: a food committee, 
a concert night help committee, and a 
publicity committee. From printing out 
tickets to putting up posters, students in 
each committee were vital in ensuring that 
the event would run smoothly. For the 
past three years, the JP Stevens Choir has 
donated the proceeds from SerenAIDe 
to an ALS patient in the community. This 
year, the money was donated to Joshua 
Enoc, an immigrant from Kenya who lives 
in Edison with his wife and two children. 
 The theme of  this year’s concert was love, 
as embodied in the t-shirts’ slogan of  “Love 
is All You Need.” Students and alumni 
performed a variety of  songs, ranging from 

 ON THE EVENING OF June 2, members 
of  the JP Stevens community, including 
students, teachers, parents, and alumni, came 
together for the 13th annual ALS benefit 
concert: SerenAIDe. Featuring solos from 
students and alumni of  the JP Stevens Choir, 
the event brought awareness for ALS and 
raised money to aid victims of  the disease. 
 Founded in 2005 to fundraise for former 
choir director Mrs. Wions, SerenAIDe 
has been continued by members of  the JP 
Stevens Choir, who spend countless hours in 
different committees to ensure that the event 
is successful and raises awareness about ALS. 
Also known as Lou Gehrig’s disease, ALS is 
a disease that affects the nervous system — 
particularly motor functions and muscles 
— impairing those afflicted from carrying 
out simple tasks like speech and movement. 
Mrs. Wions’s husband, Joe Wions, was 
diagnosed with the disease; however, he 

A Selfless SerenAIDe
“Until We Die” by Gentle Bones, performed 
by sophomore Sameer Madhukar, to 
“Superheroes” by The Script, performed 
by alumnus Neil Nadkarni, alumus Shiv 
Nadkarni, and junior Jaaee Nadkarni, to 
“Turn,” an original composition by alumnus 
Markos Kandilis, performed by Markos, 
alumna Joanna Kantilierakis, and junior 
Anastasia Kantilierakis. The Alumni Choir, 
consisting of  JP Stevens Choir alumni as 
well as current JP Stevens Choir juniors and 
seniors, performed “Earth Song” by Ticheli. 
As in previous years, the Orphansporks, a co-
ed acapella group from Rutgers University, 
performed an original arrangement, this 
year being a rendition of  “Addicted to a 
Memory/Elastic Heart” by Zedd and Sia. 
Junior Agam Kumar commented, “The solo 
performances were as moving as always as the 
singers filled the auditorium with messages 
of  love, hope, and unity with their voices.” 
The solo/group performances concluded 
with a duet of  “Endless Love” performed 
by the choir co-presidents, senior Shobhana 
Sridhar and junior Jared Borja, a song that 
perfectly captured the theme of  SerenAIDe. 
 The event concluded with the Chamber 
Choir’s performance of  “On the Morrow,” 
an annual tradition where the senior co-
president conducts the ensemble, with 
Shobhana Sridhar leading the ensemble 
this year. Sophomore Shruti Venkat of  
the Chamber Choir commented, “Overall, 
SerenAIDe accomplished its goal. It was 
so heartwarming to see smiles on the faces 
of  the families that had loved ones afflicted 
with ALS, and the event really captured 
what the JPS choir program aimed to do: 
spread love throughout the community with 
beautiful music.” Through songs performed 
by JP students, past alumni, and guests, this 
year’s SerenAIDE benefit concert clearly 
emphasized the love that emerges from unity.

maroon “1e9endary” shirts and chanted 
“sophomores” to the beat of  drummer 
Damola Olugboji. The juniors energized 
the audience, eliciting cheers of  “2-0-1-8” 
throughout the gym. However, the seniors 
truly awed the audience with their cohesive 
and coordinated dance performance. 
Donning their camouflage shirts, the seniors 
took the floor and created a formation in 
the shape of  an airplane, as their soundtrack 
announced the takeoff  of  the Class of  
2017. The dance itself  featured several 
moves and flips that garnered cheers from 
the spectators, and as the performance 
came to a close, the senior team returned 
to the airplane formation for their landing. 
Their banner also tied into their theme of  
airplanes, featuring a plane flying over some 
of  the colleges the seniors will be attending 
next year. “Even after just the dances, I was 
amazed by the energy and spirit I saw from 
the crowd,” said junior Katherine Cheng, an 
audience member. “I’ve never experienced 
so much enthusiasm during a school 
event, so it was really nice to see students 
united by their support for their grades.”
 The next two activities tested each team’s 
ability to work together as well as their 
speed. The sophomores, linked together in 
a large circle, passed a hula hoop over each 
team member without using their hands 
in the least amount of  time. The seniors 
won the game of  Over-Under, in which 
the team members, standing in a line, had 
to pass a ball over their heads or between 
their knees to the person behind them. 
 The crowd was on its feet to cheer on 
the tug-of-war event. The sophomore boys 
defeated the seniors in a surprising turn of  
events, and then went on to win against the 
junior boys as well. The junior girls prevailed 
after beating the freshman and senior girls. 
The juniors continued to show their knack 
for physical activity by landing the top spot 
in a balloon pop relay race, where students 
raced to pop each balloon by sitting on it. 
 One of  the more unconventional events, 
Hungry Hungry Hippos, took place in three 
rounds. Dozens of  balls were placed in the 
center of  the gym, and the objective of  the 
game was to collect as many of  them and 
bring them back to the team’s corner. A duo 
of  one boy and one girl from each team acted 
as the hippo; the girl laid on a scooter holding 
a basket while the boy grasped her ankles and 
navigated her around the floor. The other 
members of  the team sat in their respective 
corners, ready to receive the balls for 
safekeeping.  When the total balls collected 
were tallied, the juniors prevailed once again.
 The games concluded with an obstacle 
course, which consisted of  several parts and 
required a multitude of  skill sets from the 
team members. Each task was completed 
by two team members, starting with 
basketball free throws and ending with a 
frisbee toss. In an impressive show of  agility 
and vitality, the sophomores finished first. 
 The final results of  the BOTC events were 
added to the points each class accumulated 
earlier in the year through spirit days. 
Although the juniors were the winners of  
the activities that night, accumulated points 
put them in second place. The seniors were 
the overall winners with 2675 points,  while 
juniors ended up in second with 1975 points, 
followed by the freshmen with 1700 points, 
and the sophomores with 1375 points. 
 BOTC marked the end of  a long process 
of  rehearsal, practice, and bonding for 
all of  the teams. Huge amounts of  effort 
went into the event, as dances had to be 
choreographed, and slogans and banners 
had to be created.  “Even though it can 
get stressful, on the day of  BOTC, we all 
know we have to work together and flaunt 
what we’ve been preparing for the past few 
weeks,” said junior Mikhayla Sabo. “Whether 
we win or lose, we have fun, and being part 
of  the BOTC team for the past two years 
has been the best experience I’ve had so far.”

Slam, contd. 
 The first contestant of  the night, junior 
Dhwan Wanjara, delivered his poem 
“Trilogy,” which was centered around a 
personal anecdote on a fear he has had for 
a long time. Senior Violet Kimble took a 
different approach  to her poem by delivering 
a heartfelt message for her cat, Superstar. 
After a performance by the JP Stevens Step 
Team, the poets then prepared themselves 
to enter into the second round. While many 
of  the poets discussed the stereotypes and 
injustices they have experienced in their 
lives, there were also poems that focused on 
humor. Specifically, sophomore Nathaniel 
Mumau’s poem “Prize Money” discussed 
what winning the Poetry Slam’s prize would 
mean to him. Another piece presented 
was senior Divya Khanna’s poem “At My 
Roots” where she reflected on the simple 
experiences and encounters in her life that  
eventually made her into who she is today. 
With such a broad range of  topics, it is 
difficult to say that the Poetry Slam was 
just a competition: it was also a place for 
people to share their life stories with others.
 Even though every poet was passionate 
about their piece and performance, the 
judges could only award the 250, 150, and 
100 dollar prizes to three students. After 
much contemplation, the judges decided 
that the third place winner was Divya, 
the second place winner was sophomore 
Olympia Jorji, and the first place winner was 
Nathaniel. When asked about the winners, 
Ms. Stein, one of  the judges, remarked, 
“The top few poets were exceptional and 
hard to distinguish from each other in 
ratings. I found that each poem had its own 
remarkable trait, such as humor, humbleness, 
honesty and originality.” Whether their 
stories were of  struggles, successes, 
memories, or dreams, the Poetry Slam 
opened up a door for students to share their 
stories and to present them to an audience.
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 MRS. ZEKTZER, who has a love for history 
and teaching students, was happy to become 
a high school US history teacher and will 
miss her time here at JP Stevens once she 
retires this summer. Throughout her 19 
years teaching at JP Stevens, her favorite 
moments were not any particular events 
but the conversations she had in class 
every day with her students, saying, “I like 
to have discussions, give back, and probe 
the young minds.” Throughout her time at 
JPS, Mrs. Zektzer particularly enjoyed co-
advising the Student Council and creating 
strong relationships with the faculty. “Here 
at JP Stevens, there are many great faculty 
members and students. They are not only 
my colleagues but also my family.” Upon 

retiring, she plans on moving to Cape May to 
relax in her beach house with her husband. 
However, despite her upcoming retirement, 
Mrs. Zektzer will never lose touch with 
her love for US history because she lived 
through iconic events such as Watergate, the 
Civil Rights Movement, and the Women’s 
Rights Movement. She plans on learning 
more through visiting all the presidential 
libraries and various historical museums 
in the area. As her final word of  advice 
to her students, she leaves current high 
schoolers with this: “Think. Stop being so 
connected on your devices. It’s a wonderful 
tool, but you’ve got to think, and you’ve got 
to be able to see shades of  gray. Think.” 

AARUSHI GOVIL

SOHIL MALIK

Farewell to our Retiring Staff Shyamala 
Subramanian Q&A

 SHYAMALA SUBRAMANIAN is currently a 
senior at  JP Stevens  who  served  as the 
National Vice President of  Competitive 
Events in FCCLA for the past year. 
Throughout her four years at JP, she 
accredits many of  her best memories to the 
FCCLA community. 

QUESTION: Why did you decide to join 
FCCLA when you first entered high school?
ANSWER:  When I was a freshman, one of  
my sister’s close friends, who happened to 
be the state president of  FCCLA, asked me 
to join the school club. After going to the 
first few meetings, I learned that there was 
a focus on community service, so I decided 
to join.

QUESTION: What was your role in National 
FCCLA and what were the steps you took in 
order to secure this spot?
ANSWER: I currently serve as the 2016-2017 
National Vice President of  Competitive 
Events. I’m one of  ten national officers. As a 
national officer, my role is to help determine 
the current and future state and national 
competitive events. I work with national staff  
in developing competitive events, analyzing 
what works and what doesn’t, and trying to 
connect students to better resources so they 
can succeed in their events.

QUESTION: What would you say is the most 
rewarding aspect of  FCCLA?
ANSWER: Getting to meet members 
across the nation would be the most 
rewarding aspect. When they reach out 
to me, getting that opportunity to talk 
to them about their experiences and 
help them and guide them through 
some of  their journeys is really exciting. 

 MRS. STEINHOFF has been a dedicated 
member of  the JP Stevens staff  and the 
secretarial team for the past 19 years. Mrs. 
Steinhoff  first studied at Essex County 
Vocational and Technical High School, 
also known as “Girls Vo,” in Newark, 
New Jersey where she took a four-year 
secretarial course. Following her graduation, 
she worked in a secretarial position for 
a law office as well as for the Lionel Toy 
Corporation. However, on account of  her 
disability, she had to remain home for a 
number of  years before returning to work. 
Before becoming the athletic secretary for 
the school community at JP Stevens, Mrs. 
Steinhoff  worked at Summit Bank, which 
is now known as The Bank of  America, for 

four years as a reconciliation clerk. As a staff  
member of  JP Stevens, she finds every day 
to be outstanding and enjoys spending her 
time here amongst friends and colleagues 
as well as working with the students. She 
particularly enjoys seeing students from 
previous years outside of  school and makes 
sure she remembers all of  their faces. Mrs. 
Steinhoff  comments, “I knew I had found 
the perfect place when I joined the JP 
Stevens secretarial team. The teachers and 
other staff  were very welcoming.” When 
asked what she wants to do after leaving JP 
Stevens, Mrs. Steinhoff  states she is “just 
going to play it by ear,” but looks forward 
to traveling and catching up on reading.

 MRS. KANE has been working at JP Stevens 
for the past 17 years as an administrative 
secretary to Dr. Shallop. From day to day, 
she works directly with JP Stevens' vice 
principals, assisting in a number of  tasks, 
including handling correspondence letters 
between the school and students and other 
secretarial work. One of  the most interesting 
things Mrs. Kane has experienced in her 
time at JP Stevens is watching the school's 
growth from when she attended as a student 
in 1969. As a graduate of  JP Stevens, she 
believes that it has been amazing to see the 
improvements, developments, and changes 
that this school has experienced throughout 
the years. Hoping to spend more time with 
her family post-retirement, Mrs. Kane 

looks forward to taking care of  her four 
grandchildren with her husband. She is also 
ecstatic  about not having to wake up early 
every day. With more free time, Mrs. Kane 
also looks forward to traveling as much as 
she can. She is putting this plan into action 
already as she plans to take a trip to Aruba 
— her favorite place to go on vacation — in 
early September, after her last day of  work 
on August 31. As her time at JP Stevens 
comes to a close, Mrs. Kane  has one 
important piece of  advice to all JP Stevens 
students: "Make a big effort to go to college 
and pursue the best career — financially 
and one that you enjoy — because the 
real world out there is not an easy one."

SOHIL MALIK

AARUSHI GOVIL

 MS. GLOR has always been passionate 
about experiencing and learning about the 
environment around her. After teaching 
at Woodrow Wilson Middle School for 12 
years, she moved to JP Stevens in 2010 to 
start teaching the passion she had slowly 
developed: environmental science. She 
commenced her career by pursuing a 
bachelor's degree in biology at Rutgers 
University, earning her teaching certification 
at Kean University, and receiving her 
master's degree in ocean engineering from 
Stevens Institute of  Technology. Aside 
from teaching science, she explains that the 
thing she will miss most about working at JP 
Stevens is actually learning from her students. 
She will also miss the spirit days at JP — the 

80’s day teacher flash mob in the cafeteria 
back in 2011 was her most memorable 
moment. Before she became a teacher, 
Ms. Glor enjoyed a two-month cycling 
trip from north of  Seattle, Washington to 
Sandy Hook, New Jersey. After she retires, 
she hopes to continue such activities. She 
also plans to move to Washington state to 
be closer to her family. She will be able to 
spend the majority of  her time in a wetsuit 
on a kayak, sailboat, or paddle board. After 
teaching at JP Stevens for almost seven years, 
she is able to give some advice to current 
teachers; she encourages all teachers to 
“focus on doing what is best for the students 
and know that the rest will fall into place.” 

SOHIL MALIK

 MRS. BYRNE was inspired to enter the 
profession of  teaching by an aunt who was 
a high school teacher in the Bronx. As a 
child, she listened to her aunt’s stories about 
teaching and was instantly captivated. These 
stories ultimately sparked her interest in the 
field of  English. She explains, “I always 
loved to read and write. I have been writing 
poetry and journaling since I was a teenager 
and love being transported to different 
times and places through literature.” Having 
been an English teacher at JP Stevens for 
the past 21 years, Mrs. Byrne has taught 
many students; she states, “The best thing 
about JP Stevens students is the level of  
respect they have for their teachers. When 
I first came here, it was so refreshing to see 
how engaged students were in the learning 

process. I will miss being able to discuss 
literature on a daily basis. I will also definitely 
miss all of  my colleagues and close friends.” 
As Mrs. Byrne puts this chapter of  her life 
behind her, she has many plans ahead. With 
the newfound free time she will acquire, Mrs. 
Byrne wants to focus on spending more of  
it having fun with family and friends. She 
also has plans to keep busy with reading, 
gardening, walking, and traveling to places 
like England and Ireland. Her final advice 
for current high schoolers is a quote from 
Thoreau: “If  one advances confidently 
in the direction of  his [her] dreams and 
endeavors to live the life which he [she] 
has imagined, he [she] will be met with a 
success unexpected in common hours.”

By ANDREA QUISPE, senior

By SRIRAM SRINIVASAN, junior

By ERIN PARK, sophomore

By ANDREA QUISPE, senior

By ERIN PARK, sophomore

By ERIN PARK, sophomore
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Autism
Follow-Up

 WHEN   A   SPECIALIZED   classroom   for   those   
on   the   autism   spectrum   was   created,   one   of    
the   main goals   was   to   integrate   these   students   
in   a   more   typical   class   setting.   This   goal   came   
to   form   on   April   27 when   the   students   from   
the   autism   classroom   were   invited   to   Ms.   
Bisheit’s   junior   English   class   to   engage in   
different   activities.   After   reading    The   Curious   
Incident   of    the   Dog   in   the   Nighttime ,   where   
Christopher, a   15   year   old   boy   who   lies   on   
the   autism   spectrum,   goes   on   a   journey   to   
find   his   mother,   Ms.   Bisheit   and her   students   
decided   to   organize   an   event   with   the   
students   from   the   autism   classroom.   After   
weeks   of  preparation,   the   students   arranged   
four   events:   hangman,   simple   origami,   gak,   
and   storytelling.   Through these   student-led   
groups,   Ms.   Bisheit’s   students   were   able   to   
interact   with   students   on   the   spectrum   while 
also   increasing   their   own   awareness   to   the   
condition.
 The   students   from   the   autism   classroom   
also   put   in   a   great   deal   of    time   to   prepare   
themselves   for the   event.   For   the   past   few   
years,   these   students   have   been   developing   
their   socialization   skills,   such   as looking   at   
people   for   a   longer   period   of    time,   asking   
proper   questions,   waiting   for   a   response,   and 
responding   to   other   people’s   requests.   
Mr.   Bruno,   the   teacher   of    the   specialized   
classroom,   explained, “For   people   without   
autism,   these   skills   develop   earlier   and   
come   naturally;   for   my   students,   however, 
socialization   skills   are   purely   academic   and   
take   years   to   grow.”
 In   the   future,   Mr.   Bruno   and   the   school   
administration   hope   to   continue   the   
practice   of    integration to   help   further   
the   development   of    both   socialization   
and   academic   skills   for   those   with   autism.  

By DEEKSHA UDUPA, junior
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 UNDER THE BRIGHT LIGHTS, fans poured 
into the AT&T Center in San Antonio and 
the Staples Center in Los Angeles. The 
Golden State Warriors were matched up 
against the San Antonio Spurs, in what 
was a late season encounter between two 
of  the top teams in the league. Meanwhile, 
the Cleveland Cavaliers were set to play 
against the Los Angeles Clippers, a game 
that would feature some of  the league’s 
biggest superstars. Both arenas gave off  
the usual, deep roar of  anxious pre-game 
chatter, but when the buzzer sounded to 
signify the start of  the game, the starting 
lineups seemed to be oddly lacking. On the 
Warriors bench, back-to-back MVP, top-tier 
shooter, and versatile matchup nightmare 
Stephen Curry was sitting alongside his 
All-Star teammates Klay Thompson and 
Draymond Green. The three of  them were 
merely resting, conserving their bodies for 
the playoffs. For the Cleveland Cavaliers, 
All-Stars LeBron James, Kyrie Irving, 
and Kevin Love were doing the same. 
 For some time, the topic of  “resting” 
was frowned upon in the NBA, but it never 
caused any notable outrage. When two 
championship-contending teams sat their 
star players in two key matchups, however, 
the NBA community was set ablaze. NBA 
commissioner Adam Silver issued a call to 
action to the owners of  the organization in 
which he warned that resting could jeopardize 
“the perception of  [the] game.” With NBA 
analysts, fans, and reporters bombarding the 
two organizations with questions, a handful 
of  common themes embodied the conflict: 
What about the fans? Why rest during 
these key games? Is rest really necessary? 
 One of  the biggest accusations from the 
critics was that fans were being swindled of  
their money. With fans shelling out hundreds 

By BRANDON CHOI, freshman
of  dollars to watch their favorite players, 
how could resting even be considered an 
option for the athletes? The inopportune 
timing was also questioned — after 
all, a clash between two highly-
seeded teams is an important 
game. And yet, both involved 
organizations begged to differ 
— rather than playing for the 
glory, joy, and competition, the 
teams seemed to prefer their 
star players to take an extra 48 
minutes of  rest. Ex-players 
and fans alike are left baffled 
by the fact that modern 
players are “flying 
private, getting a great 
night’s sleep, getting a 
great meal, and making 

20-30 million [dollars],” as NBA Hall of  
Famer Charles Barkley puts it, while still 
being reluctant to play a basketball game.
 On the other hand, one player in 
particular embodies the unspoken upsides 

of  resting. LeBron James has built his career 
on maintaining his physique through rest. As 
the long regular season wanes, James often 

finds himself  idle at the end of  the bench, 
taking entire games off  at a time. 
However, James’s accomplishments 
may justify the amount of  rest he 
takes season after season. To say his 
playoff  resumé is spectacular would 

be an understatement: he has 
won three championships 

while competing in six 
straight NBA Finals. 
The 2014-15 season is 
perhaps the leading 
example supporting 
the role of  resting 
in his career. A 
year removed 

from the previous year’s NBA Finals, where 
James famously cramped up against the San 
Antonio Spurs in Game 1, the Cleveland 
Cavaliers cautiously allowed James to rest 
throughout the season. James only played 

in 69 regular season games compared to his 
career-average of  75.7 per season. And the 
strategy paid off: despite playing without star 
teammates Kyrie Irving and Kevin Love, he 
was able to extend the 2014-15 NBA Finals to 
six games against the top team in the league. 
James averaged a monstrous 35.8 points, 
13.3 rebounds, 8.8 assists, and 1.3 steals. This 
stat line was so strong that fans were arguing 
for him as the Finals MVP — an award that 
is traditionally never given to a player of  the 
losing team. His performance was a historic 
one — one that may not have been possible 
if  James had not rested considerably during 
the regular season. Clearly, taking a break 
has its benefits, and one does not have to 
look any further than one of  the most 
dominant players in NBA history to see that. 
 As for now, the debate continues. 
Although the media, teams, and fans are in 
a deadlock, the NBA has taken steps to limit 
the amount of  resting. For instance, one 
catalyst for the excessive amount of  resting 
was the sheer amount of  back-to-back 
games: two games in two days can be tolling 
on a player’s long-term performance, not to 
mention if  they’re at two different locations. 
Consequently, NBA commissioner Adam 
Silver recently announced that the 2017-18 
season is to start a week earlier, decreasing 
the amount of  back-to-back games played 
from 18 to 16, and therefore the amount 
of  resting needed. The NBA is beginning 
to take proactive measures on the issue of  
resting, but a perfect balance may never be 
reached. Much of  the NBA’s financial success 
can be attributed to the fans who come to 
games and expect their favorite stars to play. 
At the same time, the NBA’s competitive 
nature itself  could easily become undone by 
injuries dealt to those stars due to a shortage 
of  proper rest. Whatever the outcome, 
this issue has the potential to cause major  
changes in the NBA for years to come.

Sleep is For the Weak... Or is it?
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with number two pencils. For those hours, it 
felt as if  we were in our own world. Senior 
Eric Zhu commented, “In September, 
prom was a distant worry. This year flew 
by, however, and prom quickly became the 
pinnacle of  my final months at high school. 
When the day finally arrived, I had an 
extremely different image of  what prom was 
going to be. I felt excited because this was 
going to be one of  the best moments of  my 
high school career but also nervous because 
this signaled the end of  it.”
 To clarify, I personally am one of  prom’s 
biggest supporters, having spent countless 
periods passionately discussing prom plans 
with friends and browsing online for prom 
inspiration during classes. All in the name 
of  that four lettered word, I devoted my life 
to helping with several promposals a day. 
I joked about the “prom diet” and learned 
how to spell and pronounce corsages and 
boutonnieres in hopes of  preparing myself  
for prom. But I know that not everyone 
thought the way I did; to many students, 
prom was just a hyped up party, not worth 
the hefty ticket fee or the months of  
preparation.
 So, what truly makes prom such a big deal 
— what could compel those who disagreed 
with me about prom to think otherwise? 
 Prom, looked at practically, may not be 
any more than a high school dance where 
you spend time and have fun with your 
friends. Sure, females dress themselves 
in much more expensive and extravagant 
attire, and finding a date is more stressful 
compared to any other school dance. But 
with prom, each and every attendee has their 
own personal reason for excitement. Senior 
Anny Lu explained, “The little details about 
prom meant more to me compared to the 
event as a whole. Just noticing everyone’s 

Prom, contd. Monoliths and the Mind
By LEKHYA KOLLU, sophomore

psychology taught in schools. This program 
adds early exposure and a clinical component 
to it that students don’t usually get until as 
late as medical school.”
 While watching their assigned movies 
at home, members follow a topics list that 
helps them diagnose the mental illnesses in 
each film. Learning new things about mental 
health, making diagnoses, and critically 
thinking about the film are large parts of  
the club, the film discussions are equally 
important. The teaching parts of  these 
discussions are led by Dr. Tobia, but they 
are meant to build on what students already 
know, so students get the opportunity to ask 
and answer each other’s questions.  Dr. Tobia 
asserts that the analysis of  fictional characters 
as opposed to real people allows for more 
open discussions. He also hopes that these 
discussions will help break down the stigma 
surrounding mental illness. At a recent 
meeting, members gathered to discuss the 
effects of  substance abuse, schizophrenia, 
delusions, and PTSD on the mental state 
of  the main character, Pink, from the film 
Pink Floyd — The Wall. When asked about 
the movie, sophomore Abby Thompson, a 
member of  MONOLITHS, said “It’s not 
a movie I would watch on my own, but I 
thought that it was really intriguing. I’m 
really interested in majoring in psychology in 
the future, so this club is helpful and further 
exposes me to the subject.” 
 While this year’s group is still small, Mr. 
Glassberg is working with Ms. Pawlikowski 
to recruit new members next year through 
events like the Club Fair and MONOLITHS 
movie nights. As is evidenced through 
its unique format, MONOLITHS will 
teach JP students about mental health 
topics in innovative ways as well as expose 
them to the different aspects of  the field.

 A COMBINATION of  psychology 
and movies, Mental Illness Overview 
Navigated On-Line in the High Schools, 
or MONOLITHS, is a new program at JP 
Stevens; it is a psychology and medicine 
education effort in partnership with Robert 
Wood Johnson Medical School. Guided by 
Mr. Brian Glassberg, Ms. Gail Pawlikowski, 
Dr. Anthony Tobia, Dr. Priya Jaisinghani, 
and senior Sahil Jaisinghani, members of  
MONOLITHS use movies to study the 
psychology of  fictional characters. After 
watching a chosen film and live-tweeting 
their thoughts about it, they meet in person 
to analyze the mental states of  the film’s 
characters. Through these discussions, 
they learn about different kinds of  mental 
illnesses, the effects they have on behavior, 
and how psychiatric diagnoses are made. 
 The idea behind MONOLITHS came to 
Dr. Tobia when he watched the final season 
of  the hit TV show, Lost. Throughout each 
episode, on-screen pop-ups would give 
viewers additional insight about the plot and 
characters. Using this concept, he designed 
a program for university students called 
Film Depictions to Learn Mental Disease, 
or FIDLER M.D. Combining movies, social 
media, and psychology, students in FIDLER 
M.D. would gather to watch movies and tweet 
about its psychiatric aspects. Meanwhile, 
an active Twitter feed would display their 
comments on a screen for their fellow 
classmates to read and respond to. For the 
past seven years, the initiative steadily grew 
in size and spread to public libraries, medical 
residency programs, and now JP Stevens. 
 When asked why he wants to expand this 
initiative to high schools, Dr. Tobia stated, 
“I want to build on the curriculum of  

transformations from regular everyday 
clothing to formal attire and going from 
house to house to attend pre-proms made 
prom more meaningful. Looking at the 
small details of  my surroundings and taking 
many photos to commemorate these special 
moments was something that I greatly 
appreciated. These things just proved how 
different prom was as compared to regular 
school dances like homecoming.”
 As I sit down to write this article, trying 
to come up with a conclusion of  some 
sort, I look to my friends to discover the 
true importance of  prom. Senior Gautham 
Roni stated, “The best part of  prom for 
me was looking my finest for pictures so I 
can remember the night for years to come. 
Although the entire prom process was 
stressful, I only have happy memories when 
I think about the event because of  what it 
truly symbolizes. The dance was our grade’s 
last major gathering before parting ways for 
college. For me, as well as for the majority 
of  my grade, it was a wake-up call: it showed 
us that our high school journey was nearing 
its end.”
 In hindsight, I believe the importance of  
prom truly boils down to one very simple 
yet universal reason: the people. In just a 
few months, we seniors will be parting ways 
down diverging paths. As June 21 rapidly 
approaches, the reality that we may never 
see people we have been walking the halls 
with for the past 12 years again is actually 
starting to sink in and affect our every 
interaction. Prom, whether demonized as 
a pressing social obligation or glorified as 
the culmination of  high school, offered us 
a memorable chance to enjoy our quickly 
diminishing time as the JP Stevens Class of  
2017 — and in an exceedingly fashionable 
manner. 



By PRIYA BHATT, junior 

 THE GYM BRIMS WITH ENERGY as the 
crowd comes to life at a JP Stevens volleyball 
game. With each season that goes by, the 
team, led by Coach White, steadily gets 
stronger. This year, they were ranked as 
high as third in the state with an outstanding 
record of  23-9. They have seen many 
impressive wins against other highly ranked 
teams in the state, such as North Brunswick 
and St. Peter’s Prep. The team also mustered 
a key win against one of  its biggest rivals, St. 
Joseph’s, during the GMC quarterfinals after 
making history with its first victory against 
them last year. It was a close game, with the 
Hawks pulling away at key moments to win 
both sets: 25-22 and 25-21.
 “It felt amazing winning against St. Joe’s,” 
remarked Nirav Patel (11), a varsity setter. 
“We had a great season and beat teams that 
should have beaten us.” The team has proven 
to be better than ever before, overcoming 
many notable challenges and living up to the 
title Coach White has given them, “Giant 
Slayers.”
 Along with Aakash Shrivastava (12), Patel 
was instrumental in running the offense this 
season; both players performed admirably in 
the difficult role of  setter. Captain Eric Li 
(11) emerged as a leader and as one of  the 
top players in the state, having amassed 441 
kills and 286 digs this season. Supporting 
him was co-captain Sam Kim (12), with 227 
kills and 251 digs. Middle blockers Nick 
Schenk (11) and Darshan Singh (12) also 
established themselves as solid defensive 
presences, having accumulated impressive 
blocking numbers.
 This season, the Hawks impressed in the 
GMC tournament, and their deep playoff  
run led them to a towering roadblock 

in the semifinals. With a championship 
opportunity in reach, they were placed in a 
difficult matchup against Old Bridge, a team 
that held a record of  21-2. Initially, the teams 
were neck and neck, but the Hawks came out 
on top in the first set by a score of  33-31. 
Despite dropping the second set 21-25, they 
came back strong by winning the third, 25-
23. With this spectacular victory, the Hawks 
advanced to the GMC finals. 
 “I am super excited for the finals. The 
boys have worked really hard and they 
deserve this,” Coach White commented 
when asked about this milestone prior to the 
championship game. In the first GMC finals 
of  school history, the boys put up a tough 
fight against North Brunswick with the 
support of  a massive crowd of  spectators; 
although they suffered a painfully close 
defeat, they still achieved something that had 
never been done before in school history: 
the chance to play in the conference finals 
on their home court.
 The Hawks bounced back, however; 
seeking redemption for their GMC defeat, 
the Hawks pulled out state tournament wins 
against St. Joseph’s and Old Bridge just a 
week after having defeated both teams in the 
GMC tournament, bringing them to their 
first sectional finals in school history. 
 Although the sectional finals resulted in 
a tight three-set loss to Bridgewater-Raritan 
that came down to the last few points, the 
team was still immensely proud of  what it had 
achieved during the season. Each and every 
grueling practice paid off, and the players 
will never forget the countless memories 
made as well as the monumental feats 
that had never before been achieved by JP 
Stevens volleyball. The “Giant Slayers” will 
continue to “pass” the expectations, “set” 
the standards, and “kill” the competition.

By ALISON PARK, sophomore

A Giant Success
 AS CLOUD AND RAIN give way to sunshine, 
the spring season is progressing in full swing 
for the JPS softball team. Often attracting 
large crowds to their games, the team has 
built up plenty of  confidence throughout the 
season as the playoffs draw near. They stand 
at a strong record of  14-4 and have been 
utterly dominating in many of  their games. 
Optimistic about their prospects, senior 
captain Julie Siecinski says, “We started off  
slow, but now we’ve really picked up the 
pace and are looking to gain momentum 
going into playoffs.”
 The Lady Hawks have a formidable 
standing at third place in the competitive 
Red Division, only trailing behind Monroe 
and South Brunswick. Much of  the team’s 
success this year can be attributed to the 
exhausting training regimen that the players 
follow. Coach Petty testifies, “In order for 
the girls to be ready for every game, they 
must undergo rigorous drilling and training 
exercises, which include bunting, throwing, 
and catching fast pitches.”
 This is a crucial year for the team, as many 
star players are set to graduate at the end of  
the season. Senior captain Julianna Siecinski 
leads the team with 23 runs scored, while 
senior co-captain Brianna Zederbaum has 
also had a strong season with a team-leading 
five home runs and 23 runs batted in. When 
asked to reflect on her four years as a JPS 
softball player, Zederbaum said, “For me, 
it’s really been a learning experience, and it’s 
amazing to see the team grow through the 
years.” One such teammate that has shown 
significant growth is junior Ashley Lombardi. 
A force to be reckoned with both at the plate 
and on the pitcher’s mound, Lombardi has 
accumulated an impressive 96 strikeouts and 

Queens of  Diamonds
a team-leading 40 hits this season. Only a 
junior, Lombardi will be one of  the players 
returning next year to keep the team afloat 
amidst the departure of  current seniors. 
 In the first round of  the state tournament, 
the Lady Hawks found themselves facing 
Bayonne before a packed home crowd. 
Rising to the occasion, the team had one 
of  its best performances of  the season, 
sweeping its opponents 15-0. Julie Siecinski 
went three for three with three RBIs, one 
run, and her 100th career hit. Other rising 
stars included sophomore Emily Tavares 
who threw a one-hitter with five strikeouts, 
while junior Amanda Leary brought in 
three runs and scored twice for the win that 
brought them into quarterfinals. 
 However, team compatibility and spirit 
are just as important as practice and skill. 
The team emphasizes the importance of  
communication and unity; their thundering 
cheers of  “Hawks Together” can be heard 
before every game. At the beginning of  the 
season, the team went to an escape room 
in Linden, where the members were forced 
to work together under pressure, as they 
would on the field. This allowed the team to 
connect better and increase fluidity on the 
playing field. Based on the Hawks’ excellent 
performance this season, the strategy seems 
to have worked. The team also had their 
annual Senior Day Barbecue, where seniors 
were celebrated and rewarded for their 
accomplishments throughout their season. 
 As the season draws to a close, the Hawks 
head into the playoffs with momentum on 
their side, continuing to push forward and 
conquer in their pursuits. While expectations 
are high, the team is now poised to face new 
challenges head-on. With their constant 
strong work ethic and team spirit, they have 
surely made their season a home run.

A Kentucky Derby Dream

By AKSHAY KHANNA, sophomore
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 THE KENTUCKY DERBY has been held 
every year since 1875, making it the oldest 
continually-held sporting event in America. 
The race’s longstanding history is a huge 
testament to its success, as it has continued 
to run even through the harsh years of  the 
Great Depression and both World Wars. 
The horse race unceasingly carries its 
rich traditions and is always hosted 
on the first Saturday of  May, 
entertaining staggering 
crowds of  
approximately 
155,000 people. 
To this day, 
the Kentucky 
Derby is one of  the 
most prestigious horse races in the world, 
nicknamed “The Most Exciting Two 
Minutes in Sports.”
 If  you’re wondering how watching horses 
race could be considered so exciting, the 
answer is quite simple: money. For most 
attendees, there is no feeling that can 
compare to the adrenaline rush that comes 
with watching and hoping for your 
betted-upon horse to win. On the 
surface, betting on horse 
races is relatively 
straightforward: 
every horse has 
a morning line 
ratio of  how 
much one can earn for the amount betted. 
The higher the earnings, the less likely it is 
for the horse to win. Although the Churchill 
Downs racetrack does not reveal exact 
Kentucky Derby Week revenues, the race 
is estimated to garner at least $100 million. 
One lucky gambler has even been able to 
win $75,000 off  of  a single dollar wager by 
guessing the top four horses correctly. 

  However, this year, the energetic and 
dynamic betters were met with weather 
conditions that did not share their 
enthusiasm. On May 6, 2017, the horses 
competed in the rain with temperatures 

hitting as low as 42 degrees Fahrenhei t . 
In addition, of  the 143 times the race has 
been held, this year marks only the eighth 
time the track has been deemed muddy 
by the National Weather Service. Thus, 
the 20 competing horses were put to the 
ultimate test as they raced on the slippery 
track. Some spectators hoped to have used 
the wet track to score a huge payday by 

betting on unexpected winners, but their 
risky bets were rendered futile as a crowd 
favorite, Always Dreaming, came away with 
the champion title.
 Trained by Todd Pletcher, Always 
Dreaming found success by sticking to a 
clear execution. His jockey finished first by 
keeping a steady pace throughout before 

pulling away from the crowd as soon 
as a path was available. By sticking to 

this plan, Always Dreaming avoided 
being stuck in the back of  the pack, 
which could have proven incredibly 

dangerous in the slippery environment. 
Finishing just behind were horses Looking 

at Lee and Battle of  
Midway, who 

also put up 

impress ive 
performances. 

Classic Empire 
was another crowd 

favorite, but he 
failed to recover after 

taking a hard collision 
early on in the race and 
came in at fourth place. 

 With 2.75 lengths 
separating the first and 

second place finishers, 
the winning time totaled two 

minutes and three seconds. 
Although the record is considered a 

relatively slow time for a champion Derby 
horse, Always Dreaming’s win should not 
be considered lightly. The tricky track 
conditions greatly affected all the horses and 
Always Dreaming’s victory demonstrates his 

ability to not only win on fast tracks, but also 
on problematic ones. If  he continues this 
success, Always Dreaming has a chance to be 
a three-year-old Triple Crown winner, a feat 
that can only be achieved by consecutively 
winning the Kentucky Derby, Preakness 
Stakes, and Belmont Stakes.
 Another horse that attempted to make 
history at the derby was Patch, a Kentucky-
born horse with the same trainer as Always 
Dreaming. If  Patch had won the race, he 
would have been the first one-eyed horse 
to ever be a champion. Despite coming 
in with a 14th place finish, Patch’s race is 
still noteworthy: he placed the highest for 
any one-eyed horse in the history of  the 
Kentucky Derby. The remarkability of  this 
achievement is further emphasized by the 
limited experience Patch had before entering 

the race. Prior to his first graded stakes, 
the Louisiana Derby, he had only 

raced twice. 
 The Triple 

Crown should 
not be underestimated 

in its significance. 
In 2015, 
A m e r i c a n 
P h a r o a h 

became the 12th and most recent horse to 
win the Triple Crown. Always Dreaming’s 
Kentucky Derby win sets him on that very 
path to unrivaled perfection. In fact, ten 
of  the last twenty Derby winners have also 
gone on to win the next leg in mid-May, 
the Preakness Stakes. From there, however, 
Always Dreaming must come in first at the 
Belmont stakes as well. Considering the 
sheer difficulty of  the feat, the odds will be 
stacked against him, but that will only make 
things all the more exciting. With history 
on the line, many spectators will be holding 
their breath, anticipating the results of  these 
upcoming races. 
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SYDNEY LIN started playing volleyball at the young age of  nine years old, practicing at open gyms 
about once a week with her father, who served as her personal coach at the time. Ever since, volleyball 
has become a significant part of  her life, and her success as a setter on the court is evident through her 
school record of  1505 total career assists. As a four-year varsity athlete and two-year captain, Sydney 
has been selected to multiple All-Conference and All-Red Division teams. Inspired by Coach White’s 
words, “Don’t play not to lose. Play to win,” Sydney has cemented herself  as a dedicated leader of  
the team, hoping to set a precedent with her competitive nature. She believes that there is no such 
thing as a most valuable player in a team sport, emphasizing that “everyone is equally important in 
the success of  the team as a whole. It’s important that the team progresses together.” Sydney plans 
to take this mindset and determination to New York University in the fall, where she will continue to 
play volleyball.

WHEN ANDREW GALARZA first took swimming lessons at the age of  five, he had no idea that the 
sport would later play such a major role in his life. Andrew originally joined a swim team when he 
was nine years old, but did not really enjoy it. Always up for a challenge, Andrew took up soccer and 
cross country in seventh grade instead; unfortunately, he grew discontent with both sports. When he 
entered high school, however, he decided to revisit swimming, and his time with the JP Swim Team 
subsequently inspired him to set an example for others. Andrew is now a two-year varsity athlete and 
the captain of  the boys swim team. As captain, he has led the varsity team to a third place finish at 
the GMCs and has been selected to both the All-Conference and All-Red Division teams. From his 
eight-year career with the YMCA swim team to his accomplishments at school, Andrew is known as 
one of  the top swimmers in the county, proven by his first place finish at the GMCs in the 200 meter 
freestyle event. Andrew has also won the first Undefeated Award, unrelenting in his victories this 
year. When asked about his achievements, Andrew humbly states, “Swimming has built my character 
and confidence throughout the years. Ultimately, it taught me the importance of  hard work.” Andrew 
plans to swim at the competitive level at Saint Peter’s University this fall, where he hopes to continue 
motivating those around him. 

JULIANNE SIECINSKI is a well-rounded athlete who thrives in the face of  adversity. Her passion 
for sports blossomed at the age of  four and has grown ever since. Siecinski was a captain of  the 
basketball team at Woodrow Wilson Middle School, and her leadership abilities carried on into high 
school. Julianne entered JP as the captain of  the freshman team, later becoming captain of  the JV 
squad during both her sophomore and junior years. She is inspired by the motto, “No matter what 
others say, I know who I am and what I can do,” and her dedication and self-confidence pushed 
her to become the starting point guard on the varsity basketball team. Julianne was the recipient 
of  the Hawk Award and Captain’s Award as a senior, adding to the Offensive Player of  the Year 
Award she received in her sophomore year and the Sportsmanship Award she received in her junior 
year. Alongside basketball, softball has been another passion in Julianne’s life. Julianne has played 
shortstop in every inning of  every varsity game for all four years and received All-Area Honorable 
Mentions in her freshman and sophomore years. During her freshman year, Julianne set a goal to 
score 100 varsity hits by the end of  her senior year; as her senior year now comes to a close, she has 
reached and exceeded that mark. Beyond high school, Siecinski will be attending Dickinson College, 
where she looks forward to continuing her softball career at the collegiate level.  

TWINS ARE often known to do everything together, whether it is having the same friend group or 
sharing the same interests. Lipi and Laya Paladugu playing basketball and soccer during their middle 
school years. As their passion for basketball developed, the twins decided to narrow their focus to 
only this sport in high school. Lipi and Laya have been playing varsity basketball for all four years, 
and have acquired the mindset that any night is their night. Determined to achieve the impossible, 
the twins have contributed significantly to the team’s accomplishments. During their sophomore 
year, Lipi and Laya helped the varsity team make it to states for the first time since 2004; the team 
has repeated that same feat every year since then. Laya attests to the benefits that basketball has 
had on her, saying, “Basketball transformed me from a once shy and reserved girl to a confident 
and enthusiastic athlete.” She received the Most Improved Award in her sophomore year and Sixth 
Man of  the Year in her junior year. Additionally, Laya received the Unsung Hero Award in her 
senior year and became co-captain with her sister Lipi. Lipi strives for not only physical fitness, 
but also a healthy mentality. She asserts that “basketball has made her stronger and enabled her to 
face impossible tasks without fear.” Motivated and inspired by their family, the twins credit their 
parents for having guided them to be the best they can be and having stood by their side during 
their toughest moments, on and off  the court. The twins will attend Bryn Mawr College next year 
together to play Division III basketball.

WHETHER IT’S on the field or the pitch, Paul Trevidic has solidified his status as an exceptional senior 
athlete during his time at JP Stevens. Inspired by Mr. Siter in lacrosse and Coach McMullen in soccer, 
Paul has amassed an impressive display of  athletic affinity and versatility. Despite being a defensively-
minded player in both sports, Paul was remarkable in his ability to contribute offensively. During his 
soccer career, he logged an impressive five goals and three assists for his career tally. He then proceeded 
to record a goal and eight assists during his lacrosse career. Paul managed to do all of  this while locking 
down opponents on the defensive end and preventing them from scoring — a talent that has led to his 
reception of  the Best Defensive Player Award in both sports. More than just a well-rounded player, 
however, Paul is also an athlete of  character, as shown by the Sportsmanship Award he received in 
soccer. A talented force and an excellent teammate, Paul values the sense of  camaraderie that comes 
with being the defensive backbone of  a team. The crucial communication that underlies any good 
defense has taught him the importance of  “having teammates who will be there for you in the game, in 
high school, and in life.” Paul will be attending the Georgia Institute of  Technology next year, and his 
accomplishments for the JP Stevens sports program point to success wherever he goes in the future.

Senior
Profiles

By 
AVI SURA, JENNA YAN,

sophomores,
SANJAY ATHREY,

junior
 

EMILY LO (LEFT), NORMANDY STUDIOS (RIGHT)

TRISH SIECINSKI

JOHANNA JACOBI

As graduation draws near, the athletes of  the Class of  2017 are 
proud to call themselves Hawks as they continue to strive and pre-

serve their legacies, carrying the same determination and persistence 
throughout college and the rest of  their lives. Their leadership and 

consistent drive demonstrated at JP will help set the stage for aspiring 
athletes, inspiring them to follow in their footsteps.

JENNA YAN

GARY MINOR




