
By SRIRAM SRINIVASAN, junior

JP Showcase

By KELLY CHEN, junior

 IN THE MONTHS leading up to November, 
the JPS Theatre Company has travelled back 
to medieval Denmark in preparation for 
the fall production of Hamlet. The plot of  
the Shakespearean classic follows the life 
of  a Danish prince named Hamlet as he 
seeks revenge on his uncle, Claudius, for 
the murder of  his father. During his quest, 
Hamlet endures a series of  tragic events that 
lead to his eventual downfall.
 The JPS Theatre Company has been hard 
at work both on and off  the stage. Once the 
actors received their scripts, they began the 

A Stronger School 
AARUSHI GOVIL

 THE SIXTH ANNUAL JP Day, held on 
October 15, was an event that guaranteed a 
fun-filled afternoon for students and faculty 
alike.
 When students arrived on the front 
lawn of  JP Stevens, they found themselves 
surrounded by a variety of  activities to 
participate in. The Animanga Club organized 
a station for students to make Teru Teru 
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long process of  reading and memorizing 
each line. During the month leading up to 
the first show on November 16, rehearsals 
were held every day for the cast to help them 
perfect their  lines and acting. However, the 
greatest challenge that the actors faced is 
connecting to the characters that they play. 
“When we have the whole set and are off-
book, we can really start developing our 
characters and character relationships, so the 
audience truly feels like they are immersed in 
the play along with us,” said senior Katrina 
Wittenbauer, who plays Ophelia, Hamlet’s 
love interest. The actors have spent hours on 
stage, repeatedly running though the show 

until it became second nature. 
 This production has also allowed the 
actors to play characters unlike any others 
they have played before. Junior Gillian 
Zahn, who plays Laertes, Ophelia’s brother, 
remarked, “I’ve never been able to play a boy 
before, so lowering my high voice has been 
somewhat of  a challenge, but getting to do 
a production such as Hamlet has helped me 
become a more well-rounded actor.”
 Much of  the work that goes into a 
successful opening night is accredited to the 
stage management, technical directors, and 
set builders. Members of  the company have 

FCCLA members prepare cupcakes to distribute during JP Day. 
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Junior Chris Dzoba, senior Rutvik Ashtikar, and junior Diane Cervelli practice reciting their lines.
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your MacBook has 
countless features, yet it 
still doesn’t let you print.

 THE MAJORITY of  the student body knows 
Mr. Louis Andreuzzi as a history teacher and 
The Hawkeye advisor, but what many do not 
know is that he is also involved in various 
other activities, including serving as a 
councilman in the Borough of  Union Beach. 
After 32 years of  participating in different 
intergovernmental projects, Mr. Andreuzzi 
decided that he wanted a more prominent 
role in the lives of  the people of  Union 
Beach and consequently ran for councilman. 
His responsibilities as a councilman include 
helping to establish policies and handling 
financial affairs.
 Mr. Andreuzzi credits his father as 
the reason for his active involvement in 
community affairs. Although both his 
parents were never involved in the political 
arena, they both dedicated a large portion 
of  their lives to volunteer activities, as his 
mother was an active member of  the PTA 
and his father was a captain in the Perth 
Amboy Fire Department. However, their 
roles in the community were not what led 

 LOOKING TO GET EXTRA TONED for 
the new school year? One of  the most 
prominent changes in JP this year is the 
replacement of  rooms 141A, 141B, and 
141C with a fitness center. All students now 
have the opportunity to take charge of  their 
own physical health with the various new 
equipment. 
 Preparation for the new fitness center 
commenced in April of  2016, though the 
actual construction took about twelve 

weeks. “The Board of  Education had many 
plans when it came to physical education,” 
commented Physical Education supervisor 
James Muldowney. “These included 
providing our students the opportunities to 
learn to use state of  the art equipment and 
to maintain a healthy lifestyle that will benefit 
them for the rest of  their lives.” After the 
initial plan was decided, a group of  teachers, 
administrators, and board members created 
a Physical Education Committee that visited 
professional centers in New Jersey for 
more information on fitness centers. The 

committee also carried the responsibility of  
listening to three presentations from fitness 
companies the school would potentially 
buy equipment from. Much of  the workout 
equipment in the fitness center today comes 
from various vendors including Lifestyle 
Fitness, True, and Octane Fitness.
 The fitness center had opened unofficially 
at the end of  the 2015-2016 school year 
for student tutorials, but this September 
marked the beginning of  its first full school 
year in use. Physical education teachers 



introduced “pumpkin pie spice,” a food 
flavoring that combines common spices used 
in pumpkin pie into one convenient tin. By 
the 1960s, the popular product’s name had 
been simply shortened to “pumpkin spice.” 
Pumpkin spice is not just an inexplicable 
infatuation, but an integral and ingrained 
part of  the American identity.
 So how did this tradition become a 
trend? In 2003, Starbucks developed 
its famous Pumpkin Spice Latte as an 
experimental product that immediately 
garnered the attention of  consumers. Since 
then, Starbucks has sold over 200 million 
Pumpkin Spice Lattes. The PSL, as it is 
called on social media, also has its own 
official Twitter account with over 114,000 
followers. The distinctive taste and aroma of  
pumpkin spice has since been incorporated 
into various other products, including 
pumpkin spiced air fresheners, candles, tea, 
bagels, wine, and even dog treats.
 But as with all popular things, it has 
become unpopular to like the pumpkin 
spice flavor. Critics say that it is “basic” and 
a “dumb product” that goes hand in hand 
with UGG boots and cultural appropriation. 
Many are often baffled by its popularity and 
voice nutritional concerns for this growing 
trend. Pumpkin spice doesn’t even have 
actual pumpkin, they say, and what about 
the amount of  sugar and preservatives in 
pumpkin spice products? But pumpkin 
spice isn’t even pumpkin flavored, so to 
speak. Instead, it refers mostly to the spices 

 IT IS DIFFICULT to fathom that one of  
America’s most prestigious academic 
institutions, Georgetown University, was 
involved in the mass-marketing and the 
exploitation of  thousands of  slaves over 
its tenure. As a matter of  fact, Georgetown 
University is notorious for the sale of  272 
enslaved men, women, and children from 
Maryland Jesuit plantations in 1838. In 
repentance for committing 
this dreadful mistake, the 
president of  Georgetown 
University, John J. 
DeGioia, announced 
an initiative to provide 
recompense to 
descendants of  slaves 
who suffered from 
harrowing injustices 
by providing those 
descendants with 
admissive priority in 
the application process. 
Unfortunately, the 
university’s approach 
seems short-sighted and 
narrow-minded because it 
focuses on a very limited 
population and fails to 
rectify the social injustices 
that it was formerly 
involved in. 
 Georgetown University, an 
academically illustrious school, 
is myopic in its desire to remedy an 
irreparable wrong. Many were dubious of  
the university’s effort, believing that it was 
a reactionary attempt at contrition. Critics 
indicated how Georgetown University’s 
responsibility carried beyond the sale of  the 
272 slaves, as this action also intensified racial 
tensions and hatred within nearby Maryland 
communities. In its appeal to move forward, 
Georgetown University behaved contrarily 
in its actions by excluding millions of  blacks 
in America who were direct victims of  the 
oppressive and tyrannical establishment that 
has created existing tensions to this day. 
In this wave of  post-civil rights reflection, 

Georgetown seems to be attempting a swift 
maneuver to repay its debts. However, 
Georgetown owes a perpetual debt to each 
life that was stolen by the horrors of  bondage. 
Additionally, Georgetown practically failed 
to account for the fact that the majority 
of  the descendants reside in Louisiana. 
According to The Advocate, Louisiana 
ranks at or near the bottom in most 
education metrics. This is especially 
relevant to the descendants of  
these slave ancestors, as they 
are denied a proper and equal 
education that is guaranteed 
by our rights as naturalized 

citizens. In turn, the advent of  applying to 
a college with as much prestige and honor 
as Georgetown is nothing more than a 
mirage. Compounded with the fact that 
Georgetown University has one of  the 
highest annual tuition rates, this creates a 
relatively ineffectual solution, as many blacks, 
especially in Louisiana, live at or below the 
poverty line. This essentially nullifies any 
advantages that these descendants originally 
believed that they had enjoyed, restoring the 
same iniquities in opportunity of  the status 
quo. 
 Rather, a simple solution to the 
ineffective policies of  the university is to 

Enlightening Our Dark Past
provide preference to black descendants 
of  the infamous trade in scholarship 
considerations. Though the admissions 
preferences for these specified descendants 
is generally valid, the university’s policy does 
not introduce any solutions to tackle obvious 
financial iniquities that may be present. 
Scholarship considerations, especially ones 
that are guaranteed and pay off  a majority 
of  the tuition, can greatly save the families 

from financial burden from one of  
the most expensive universities 
in America. Furthermore, the 

university must finance 
national causes to end race 

discrimination, such as 
that of  Colin Kaepernick’s 
efforts to recognize black 
issues, and to provide 
a financial endowment 
to the Maryland public 
school system. Although 
Georgetown University 
does not rank among 
the top in endowments 
from transactions such 
as alumni donations, 

the university must 
purify its name and set a 
precedent among indecisive 
colleges to take the 
path of  moral rectitude. 
   While the intentions of  

the university to show 
remorse are definitely honorable, 

its approach is misguided and is not 
conducive to equalizing the non-existent 
opportunities for blacks that are highlighted 
by reformers. Because of  its especially 
incriminating and clearly defined past with 
slavery, Georgetown University has a 
responsibility to set the precedent for 
atonement. While the institution and its 
horrors will never be forgotten, the 
university must be at the forefront of  the 
movement to recognize and spread the 
message of  equality for minority groups. 
The most appropriate way to tackle this 
polarizing issue is to give the blacks a true 
fighting chance by propelling them to 

By REBECCA FANG,  freshman

 FALL HAS FINALLY arrived. The air has 
a crisp bite to it, the leaves of  trees have 
turned crimson and gold, and best of  all, 
pumpkin spice is back. Pumpkin spice, that 
delicious combination of  vanilla, cinnamon, 
and spices, is a trend we all love to hate. It’s 
America’s strange seasonal obsession and 
never fails to be the butt of  gibes from critics 
and comedians alike. However, this flavor is 
so much more than a basic girl’s obsession, 
and has so much more to offer than just a 
scented candle or a flavored drink. Pumpkin 
spice has become such an essential part of  
American culture and the fall season that it 
is ridiculous to vilify people for liking it. 
 This trend has gained a lot of  popularity 
in recent years, but America’s fixation with 
the pumpkin spice flavor goes back much 
farther than that. Pumpkin pie has been the 
hallmark of  Thanksgiving for centuries. As 
the story goes, the very first Thanksgiving 
was celebrated at Plymouth, where Pilgrims 
and Native Americans ate their harvest 
together. It is believed that the settlers 
also made “pies” by baking hollowed out 
pumpkins with milk, honey, and spices. Fast 
forward to around a century or so later, 
Amelia Simmons’ 1796 cookbook American 
Cookery outlined pumpkin puddings as we 
might know them today. Her recipe calls for 
“One quart [pumpkin] stewed and strained 
…sugar, mace, nutmeg and ginger.” Later in 
1934, the seasoning company McCormick 

and distinct flavors that we associate with 
pumpkin-themed dishes, like pumpkin 
pie. Regardless, in 2015, Starbucks remade 
its PSL to include actual pumpkin purée 
and removed artificial colorings. Research 
from 2014 also shows that 72% of  PSL 
purchasers only buy one per season—hardly 
a reason for health concerns. 
 Critics also attack the seasonality of  
pumpkin spice. Why is the trend so popular, 
if  it only appears for a few months every 
year? As it turns out, the limited window 
during which pumpkin spice is sold actually 
helps boost sales. Like peppermint during 
Christmas, green-dyed foods during St. 
Patrick’s Day, and heart shaped candy 
during Valentine’s Day, companies can 
expect for the sales of  certain products to 
increase during specific times of  the year. 
In 2014 alone, pumpkin spice products 
brought in $361 million in the U.S., a 79% 
increase from 2011. The Pumpkin Spice 
Latte itself  generates at least $80 million 
a year for Starbucks. Pumpkin spice is not 
only culturally relevant, but economically 
beneficial as well.
 Whether you hate it or love it, pumpkin 
spice is undeniably an essential part of  both 
the autumn season and American roots. 
Take pride in your pumpkin spice obsession, 
because it has become so embedded in our 
culture that the season just isn’t complete 
without it. Nothing more American than 
apple pie? More like nothing more American 
than pumpkin spice.

By SATHVIK RAVI,  sophomore

Be Nice to Pumpkin Spice
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so quick to negatively judge Maui’s larger 
build, as many people interpreted it to be a 
reflection of  strength and power rather than 
being overweight. But the response from 
the Polynesian population toward Maui’s 
appearance has so far been 
overwhelmingly 
negative.
 The common 
misconception 
that “most 
Polynesians 
are obese” 
must be 
eradicated. 
Polynesians, 
such as Salesa 
and Sapolu, are 
clearly trying 
to work towards 
achieving that goal. 
However, their means of  
doing so are far from effective. 
By choosing to battle 
the obese stereotypes 
through ferociously fat-
shaming one of  the few 
Polynesian characters in 
Hollywood, they only 
brought more public 
and media attention 
to the inaccurate 
stereotype. Isn’t it ironic? 
When Disney features 
a thin, white character in 
its movies, it is accused 
of  racism and unrealistic 
beauty standards. When 
Disney features a larger, 
non-white character, they 
are accused of  fat-shaming 
and cultural appropriation. 
Seems as if  Disney film 
makers are doomed if  they 
do and doomed if  they don’t.
 The most controversial problem with 
Moana is the Halloween costume of  Maui 
that was released in accompaniment to the 

 ON FEBRUARY 13, 2014, Belgium became 
the first nation to legalize euthanasia (a 
method used to painlessly kill a patient 
suffering from an incurable disease) without 
any minimum age requirement for terminally 
ill children. Two years after this piece of  
legislation was passed, a 17-year-old boy 
was euthanized in Belgium. Although Wim 
Distelmans, the head of  Belgium’s Federal 
Control and Examination Committee on 
Euthanasia, saw euthanasia as an end to 
suffering, the death of  a minor by euthanasia 
sparked great controversy and hostility, with 
many calling the act “cold-blooded murder.” 
Protesters quickly took to the streets with 
signs that said “Protegeon les humains,” or 
“protect the humans.”
 Although many view the recent legislation 
passed as unreasonable and immoral, the 
reality is that the children affected by this 
law are suffering through unbearable pain 
with a negligible chance of  recovery, and 
that they have the right to exercise free will. 
Additionally, despite the fact that euthanasia 
is often associated with murder and a 
painful death, it has very strict and specific 
rules, especially for minors, making it nearly 
impossible for unconsented “murder” to 
occur. 
 A frequent misconception of  euthanasia 
is that it is assisted suicide. However, 
euthanasia is an intervention taken with 
the intention of  ending a life in order to 
relieve suffering, whereas assisted suicide 
is providing someone with the means of  
taking their own life, regardless of  whether 

or not they are in pain. The law passed by 
the Belgian Parliament specifically states that 
for a patient to be qualified for euthanasia, 
the patient must be “terminally ill, facing 
unbearable physical suffering,” and have 
the consent of  doctors and their parents 
or guardians. The term “terminally ill” is 
often misinterpreted by the public, with 
many not realizing the true severity of  
battling a terminal illness. In most cases, the 
patient is experiencing constant pain and 
has no chance of  recovery. Euthanasia is a 
humane (and harmless) method of  putting 
terminally ill patients out of  their misery, to 
let them pass away at the time of  their choice 
rather than unexpectedly and painfully. As 
a protective measure, the child must also 
make repeated requests for it and must be 
fully aware of  the meaning of  euthanasia. It 
is understandable to not want to euthanize 
children if  they only request for it to be 
done once, but for them to make repeated 
requests for such an action to be performed 
exemplifies that it is what they truly want. 
To address the claims of  those who state 
that euthanasia is immoral: what is really 
considered to be more immoral? Forcing 
children to live against their will, or letting 
them peacefully pass away in accordance 
with their desires? 
 Many critics worry that this law may be 
abused and that people who do not want 
to undergo euthanasia will also be forced. 
While it is possible for  such violations to 
occur, this law affects a select few and has 
such heavy regulations that such is unlikely. 
If  a transgression does occur, it is unwise to 
blame the law itself—rather, the people who 

A Final Plea for Peace
committed the crime should be blamed. 
There are psychologically unstable people 
all over the world who regularly commit 
atrocious crimes, and often these people 
are indistinguishable at first. To not pass 
a law that would be beneficial to suffering 
children out of  fear of  transgressions 
would not only deny terminally ill children 
the option to pass away peacefully, but also 
set a precedent of  vetoing laws out of  fear 
rather than impartial judgment. Crime is 
an unfortunate subset of  human behavior, 
and if  a rare case of  a violation does occur, 
then the criminals, not the law, should be 
responsible. 
 The only time euthanasia can truly 
be unsolicited is if  it is forced upon an 
individual; this sparks the concerns of  
many, especially if  the individual is a child. 
Opponents of  child euthanasia contend 
that children do not have the ability to 
make decisions for themselves and should 
not be given the power to end their own 
life. Although the law would rarely affect 
children who are very young, there should 
still be an age requirement a child must meet 
to be qualified for euthanasia. According to 
a survey conducted for the journal Cognitive 
Science, children develop free will starting 
at age four, and by age six can make their 
own decisions. Raising the age requirement 
to six years old would not only appeal to 
opponents of  child euthanasia but it would 
also protect the few rare cases of  children 
under the age of  six who are forced to be 
euthanized by abusive or mentally unstable 
parents. However, this restriction would 
only provide a false sense of  security, as 

By ADITI KALLA,  sophomore

 NEXT WEEK, Disney will be releasing a 
movie featuring a new Disney princess for 
little girls around the world to admire and 
idolize. Moana will be the first movie since 
Lilo and Stitch to be set in the Pacific Islands 
and to feature Polynesians as main characters. 
While many Pacific Islanders are thrilled 
to have a new Polynesian Disney princess, 
some feel that Disney has done a poor 
job of  representing their culture properly, 
especially when it comes to the protagonist 
Maui. These critics have denounced Disney 
on social media by expressing their immense 
disappointment toward the movie’s 
depiction of  Polynesians (even before the 
movie has been released). However, Disney 
does not entirely deserve the backlash 
it is currently receiving from Moana.
 To the people of  Polynesia, Maui is a 
famous Samoan demigod whose iconic 
legends are common all over the Pacific 
Islands. He is well-known for the popular 
myth of  how he created the Pacific Islands 
by fishing them out of  the ocean. Disney’s 
take on the Polynesian hero in Moana 
caused much controversy, especially due 
to his distinct appearance in the movie. 
Maui’s frame is quite large and tall, which is 
especially noticeable when he stands next to 
the petite main protagonist, Moana. After 
the trailer for Moana was released, many 
were quick to criticize Disney’s depiction 
of  Maui for reinforcing an inaccurate but 
popular stereotype that most Polynesians 
are “obese.” Jenny Salesa, a New Zealand 
politician of  Polynesian heritage, expressed 
her anger through a Facebook post, in 
which she described Disney’s depiction 
of  Maui as “half  pig, half  hippo.” Eliota 
Fuimaono Sapolu, a Samoan professional 
rugby player, was equally disgusted by Maui’s 
physique, saying that “Maui [looked] like 
after he fished up the Islands, he deep fried 
em and ate ’em.” Evidently, Maui’s physical 
image evoked disgust and outrage among 
Polynesians. However, not everyone was 

movie. Naturally, Disney created a Maiu 
costume to allow children to dress like their 
favorite character from the movie. The 
costume was essentially a brown bodysuit, 
featuring a grass skirt, a bone necklace, 
and Polynesian body tattoos. The costume 

sparked immense outrage amongst the 
public, particularly 

from Polynesians, 
who felt that it 

wa s 

disrespectful 
for Disney 

to go as far as 
allowing people 

to literally 
“wear” their 

appearances as 
costumes. Disney 

eventually recalled the 
costumes back from stores 
in response to the heavy 

negative feedback that it 
was receiving. Critics argued 

that the Maui costume 
was extremely 

disrespectful to 
Polynesian culture 

and sent the wrong 
message to children. Certain 

arguments made against the costume do 
hold some truth. Body tattoos are very 
sacred and meaningful to Polynesians, so 
Disney’s use of  these tattoos for commercial 

purposes is simply unacceptable. Selling a 
“brown skin” costume to children is not a 
very good idea; this could be perceived as 
race-limiting, and it is offensive that Disney 
gives children the opportunity to buy and 
wear the skin color of  another race. 
 Although Disney has made some critical 
mistakes with their Maui costume, many 
forget to view this issue through Disney’s 
standpoint. Of  course, the need to create a 
Halloween costume for a Disney protagonist 
goes without saying. However, Disney did 
not have much to work with in the creation 
of  Maui’s costume, considering the fact that 
all Maui wears throughout the movie is a 
grass skirt and a necklace. Disney did the 
best they could in creating a costume that 
accurately depicted Maui, as his tattoos and 
skin color are both a huge part of  who he 
is. Instead of  suggesting changes or simply 
not buying the costume, people chose to 
attack Disney and accuse them of  crimes 

far beyond of  what was actually committed. 
Critics only succeeded in depriving children 
of  the ability to appreciate another culture 
and to dress up as their favorite character 
from Moana for Halloween. 
 Moana is now more widely-known for 
its supposed wrongs against the Polynesian 
community rather than the fact that it is one 
of  few movies to highlight and embrace 
the culture of  Polynesia. These exaggerated 
accusations of  cultural appropriation and 
fat-shaming take away from the true purpose 
behind Disney’s Moana: to increase cultural 
awareness, especially among the young 
generation, and to promote much-needed 
racial diversity in Hollywood. Disney should 
be applauded for its efforts rather than 
shunned for its slight missteps. People must 
take a step a back and think about their actions, 
before brazenly posting on social media. 
Polynesian children around the world 
are eagerly awaiting the day when Moana 
is released. No, they are not thinking of  
cultural appropriation or fat-shaming; all 
they want to see is their culture and their 
people in a Disney movie.

By SARA DAVE, junior

Madness Over Moana

many Belgian doctors and officials report 
that only an extremely small percentage of  
Belgium’s terminally ill children will undergo 
euthanasia, and they will most likely be in 
their teenage years and thus unaffected by 
the six year old age restriction. 
 We must keep in mind that euthanasia 
is simply a painless alternative for children 
suffering from a terminal illness. If  these 
children are denied the right to pass away 
peacefully, it is very likely that they will take 
matters to their own hands and take their own 
lives in a less peaceful way. Many oppose this 
law due to moral reasons, but “morality” will 
not end a child’s perpetual suffering - which 
is the reason why children should be given 
another option. Belgium’s precedent to set 
no restrictions on this law was most likely 
inspired by its neighbor, the Netherlands, 
who made the controversial decision to set 
the age requirement for euthanasia to 12 
years. Child euthanasia and euthanasia have 
always been controversial issues, but with 
more nations gradually legalizing them, it 
is possible that one day our country will 
legalize child euthanasia.
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the law, having experienced it firsthand 
and many are sufficiently in touch with 
what is happening in the political realm. 
On the other hand, racists, anti-semites, 
and other uneducated voting blocs who 
do not spend enough time on staying 

informed about the current election are 
much less qualified to vote; yet they turn 
out to voting booths in larger numbers. 
 Supporters of  felon disenfranchisement 
argue that denying felons’ right to vote 
protects harmful changes to the law. They 
affirm that if  felons have the right to 
vote, they can swing an election in favor 
for the candidate who does not possess 
a hard-line crime policy. However, there 
is no evidence that supports that felons 
will vote in this manner; recent studies 
conducted in California, in fact, show 
that felons are more likely to vote in favor 
of  anti-crime agenda. The terms felons 
serve are intended to teach them not to 
act in their own self-interest but rather to 
consider the well-being of  the community. 
Thus, denying felons the vote does not 
make anyone safer; it is the policy and 
politics of  the issue at hand that will make 
a larger difference. 
 President Obama once said that “the 
people who make some mistakes, and 

sometimes big mistakes, are also Americans.” 
It is in our best interest to include all American 
voices in decision-making. Most felons are 
citizens, and they should not be treated 
like foreigners. They have no home other 
than the United States. There is nowhere 
else under a government whose actions are 
their actions. Felons belong back in society, 
and giving them voting rights is the crucial 
acknowledgement of  their assimilation and 
acceptance back into the real world. 

release.
 Voting is one of  the first fundamental 
responsibilities that felons should exercise 
as citizens upon their release to feel 
reestablished in their community and 
society. Most ex-felons say that their 

greatest desire upon release is to be given a 
fair chance to succeed. They look forward 
to their future, not backwards on their jail 
sentence. What society fails to realize is 
that felons can change and may use their 
jail time to better themselves and become 
productive members of  society. In fact, 
job performances among felons are on par 
with those of  regular citizens. Moreover, 
ex-offenders have been proven to be more 
loyal to their jobs because they have learned 

the values of  being prosperous over a long 
period of  time. These individuals cherish 
opportunities to better their conditions. By 
incorporating felons in our society, we are 
attempting to remove a barrier and allowing 
the community to grow economically. We 

are taking care of  the families of  the next 
generation. Allowing felons to vote is a vital 
step toward helping them reintegrate into 
society. 
 Felons are often deprived of  their voting 
rights because they are assumed to have 
bad judgment, a lack of  intelligence, and 
a predetermined partisan bias. However, 
there is no reason to believe that felons 
are less able to vote than anyone else. 
They understand what it means to violate 

Unheard Voices: Barred from the Ballot
By RICHARD YE, junior

 ON THE MORNING of  September 29, 2016, I 
knew that I was scheduled to walk out of  prison. I 
had been detained at the local county jail for a total 
of  13,583 days, since July 20, 1979. During my 
last days imprisoned, the thoughts of  being able to 
start all over, rejoin society, and succeed intensified. 
Throughout the past quarter century, I dwelled on 
the preparations I could make after my release. I 
wanted to educate myself, prepare possible career 
options, and start a healthy and stable family. I 
looked forward to serving as a citizen again. 
 Two months passed since the surreal day of  my 
release. I live in a stable family of  three, and I have 
a job at the local grocery store. However, today is 
election day, and living in Florida means I cannot 
vote. My vote: ignored. My voice: gone. My soul: 
suppressed. 
 Florida, along with many other states, 
has decided that felons cannot have voting 
rights as a consequence for their previous 
actions. These states have deemed those 
incarcerated “irredeemable,” claiming 
that felons cannot be trusted. However, if  
society has decided to levy a jail sentence, 
rather than a death sentence, then why is 
the felon still “irredeemable”? If  society has 
decided that felons cannot be trusted, why 
release them? It is contradictory that the law 
of  the land hinders a felon’s ability to vote. 
A society in which felons cannot vote will 
not benefit from a two-way exchange of  
trust. A society that deprives its felons of  
their voting rights denies itself  democracy. 
A society that has deemed a person as able 
to enter a society again should respect felons 
for their knowledge of  the political process. 
In order to justify the costs and time it takes 
to confine a person, it is imperative that we 
provide felons with their right to vote upon 
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and about whomever he wanted, was genius. 
During a time when people are connected 
more than ever through technology, social 
media has really boosted Trump’s popularity. 
The phrases “Did you hear what Trump 
did yesterday?” or “I can’t believe Trump 
said that about her!” have been uttered 
by many people. Everything he said was 
purposely designed to raise controversy 
and to get people talking. In the primary 
debates, he tried to instigate controversial 
arguments because they always received 
the most media coverage. Every time he 
made an outrageous comment, he did it 
because he knew that news outlets would 
feverishly cover it—essentially giving him 
free and effective advertising. The reason 
Trump progressed so quickly out of  the 17 
Republican candidates was because people 
recognized him instantly. He didn’t have to 
run fancy advertisements with the hope that 
people would remember one old white man 
out of  all the other old men on stage. Even 
if  the newscasters were talking about him in 
a negative light, they helped spread his ideas, 
which resonated with Republican voters. 
Donald Trump was not some outspoken 
idiot; he knew exactly what he was doing 
when he made his outrageous statements, 
and it worked wonders for him.  
 With the past eight years of  Obama and 
the conception of  an “Obama: Part Two” 
if  Hillary becomes president, it made sense 
that many voters wanted a change. Voters 

 IN THIS CONTENTIOUS election cycle, both 
major candidates ran very active campaigns. 
Of  the two, Hillary Clinton’s campaign 
managed to seem more professional. 
Despite having some scandals that have 
worked heavily against her, she was able to 
rationally counter accusations and play up 
her other presidential features to 
appeal to more voters. In a year 
that was marked by division 
and conflict, Clinton was able 
to emphasize the importance 
of  bringing the American 
people together. Therefore, 
she was able to run a better 
campaign by focusing on her 
qualifications, the topic of  
national unity, and her ability 
to remain composed despite 
harsh opposing campaigns 
and controversial claims.
 Several political outsiders 
gained popularity this 
year among the masses, as 
shown by the campaigns of  
businessman Donald Trump 
and neurosurgeon Ben Carson. However, 
Clinton’s campaign was able to successfully 
buck against this sentiment and positively 
reflect her political experience during 
her bid for the presidency. Many of  her 
opponents claim that her Senate career was 
unproductive and that her term as Secretary 
of  State was disastrous due to her actions, 
such as her decision to vote for the Iraq War 
and involvement in the Benghazi scandal. 
Despite the criticism, Clinton was able to 
prove to voters that these controversies were 
trumped-up charges that should not have 

been factored into her image. She was able 
to admit to her mistakes, which made her 
detractors seem narrow-minded and overly 
partisan. In addition, her ability to secure 
endorsements from other politicians who 
have worked with her, such as Barack Obama 
and Republican Colin Powell, allowed her to 
gain tremendous credibility on both ends. 
Clinton’s ability to receive such notable 

endorsements from politicians of  both 
parties reflected positively on her potential 
to build bridges and bring people together, 
something that a president is obligated to 
do. Thus, Clinton outlining the positives in 
her political experience was imperative to 
helping her campaign succeed.
 Clinton’s campaign promoting unity was 
also instrumental in securing support from a 
large portion of  the population. Her slogan 
“I’m With Her” was able to stick with the 
public, as people of  all different groups 
ended up coming together to support 

Follow Her Forward
Clinton. This was visible in both national 
statistics, which showed Clinton gaining 
overwhelming majorities of  the minority 
vote, and at Clinton’s campaigning events. 
At the Democratic National Convention, 
for instance, Clinton invited many guests 
from different minority groups to speak on 
stage about their positive encounters with 
the presidential candidate. The display of  

average Americans on stage talking about 
Clinton’s capability to solve everyday issues 
and connect with them helped reduce the 
pervasive perception of  Clinton being 
distant and untrustworthy, which was the 
biggest disincentive among voters. This was 
especially important in an election cycle that 
focused heavily on the people’s opinions and 
emotions. Clinton, therefore, improved her 
image and electoral standing by catering to 
the American population’s desire for unity. 
 Most important in swaying the votes 
of  the American people was Clinton’s 

By YATI SANGHVI,  political columnist

 THROUGHOUT THE ELECTION, Trump 
was known for one thing: his lack of  political 
correctness. Therefore, at first glance, many 
brushed off  Trump’s outspoken ways as 
ridiculous, believing that he clearly had a 
horrible campaigning strategy. What kind of  
skilled politician would say the things that 
Trump did? But that’s just it: Trump is not a 
skilled politician. In fact, he is not a politician 
at all. Donald Trump is a businessman, and 
the product he was selling was himself. 
The reason Trump won the Republican 
primaries was because he knew how to 
advertise himself. Voters were responding 
strongly to his non-establishment, non-
politically-correct campaigning strategy. To 
Republicans, Independents, and undecided 
voters, Trump’s ideas resonated far more 
than Hillary Clinton’s promise of  another 
four years similar to the last eight under 
Obama. Voters wanted change, and Donald 
Trump sold himself  as the man to bring it. 
 Trump’s words had been the topic of  
every media outlet from the start of  the 
election season. Since the first primary 
debate, Trump focused on getting as much 
attention as possible. Many thought that 
his lack of  restraint when speaking was a 
problem and also the reason he could not 
run a successful campaign, but the reality 
was the opposite. Trump’s strategy of  saying 
whatever he wanted, whenever he wanted, 

were hungry for an outsider, and Donald 
Trump was the very definition of  that. He 
had neither held an elected office nor been 
heavily involved in politics. He entered the 
race without much anticipation and took 
over the Republican primaries by storm. 
The reason his campaign was so successful 
was because of  his guarantee that voting 
for Clinton would be another four years of  
Obama—something that Republicans, as 
well as some Independents, were not keen 
on. While Democrats loved to argue that the 
country had always been great, Republicans 
as well as  some Independent and undecided 
voters agreed that America was not doing so 
well, and Hillary Clinton was probably the 
last person who could possibly help change 
things. No wonder his campaign slogan, 
“Make America Great Again” resonated 
with voters; Trump’s campaign was all about 
change, and that idea definitely stuck with 
the voters. 
 Trump also was an expert in catering to 
his audience. He knew when to be riled up 
and emotional, and when to be calm and 
collected. This helped him gain the support 
he needed, and when he needed it. During 
the Republican primaries, for example, the 
Democratic voters were mostly irrelevant. 
It was all about appealing to the Republican 
base. So, Trump used angry conservative 
rhetoric, and it worked. The Republicans 
became all riled up and galvanized; there 
was actually a higher expected voter turnout 

from them this election. Then, once the 
primaries ended, Trump turned his focus 
to the grey area of  voters: the undecideds 
and the Independents. He calmed down 
his rhetoric and took on the role of  a non-
establishment candidate, creating a stark 
contrast between himself  and Clinton. The 
difference in his behavior was obvious 
during the primary debates versus that in the 
later debates with Clinton. He talked about 
his experiences as a businessman and of  
how untrustworthy Hillary Clinton was, with 
all the scandals surrounding her (the emails, 
rigging the DNC, etc..), which led to many 
non-Republicans’ begrudging support. 
After all, it was better to vote for someone 
unpredictable than to vote for someone who 
is a predictable liar.
 Donald Trump’s campaign was more like 
a really good sales pitch. In a time when 
many people were disillusioned with politics, 
Trump’s outspoken, non-politically-correct 
attitude was exactly what voters needed. 
Trump knew that being outspoken would 
give him the media attention, and he used 
that to his advantage. He and his ideas 
spread like wildfire all over social media and 
the news. The very thing he was criticized for 
the most—his lack of  political correctness—
was actually his greatest asset, and with 
it he successfully garnered support from 
Republicans, as well as many undecideds and 
Independents, clearly proving that he had a 
better campaign.

By ANDREW SHEN,  political columnist

A Campaign That Trumped All 

ability to maintain a relatively positive and 
composed campaign despite the heightened 
drama surrounding the election. The first 
official presidential debate exemplified how 
Clinton was able to convert her poise into a 
tangible advantage. Clinton gave an honest 
performance, which led most analysts 
and viewers to have declared her as the 
winner of  the debate. This was extremely 

crucial for Clinton, as the race 
had been tightening before that 
debate. However, her powerful 
performance allowed her to gain 
back a dissipating lead and prove to 

the American people that she 
was worthy of  the presidency. 
It is evident that Clinton’s 
substance and reason, a 
main focus of  her campaign, 
ultimately swayed the 
American people and made 
her the better campaigner.
 Despite the fact that 

Americans still hold some 
reservations on her personality, 
it is apparent that Clinton’s 
calm and collected style of  
campaigning was able to help 

her progress in the election process. Her 
powerful message of  unity was able to bring 
together all types of  people and gave her a 
new emotional dimension with which she 
was able to connect to voters. Many skeptics 
were also convinced by her skill of  defending 
her record and maintaining composure in 
the face of  such a hotly-contested election. 
Because these factors were all instrumental 
in allowing Clinton to appear qualified 
and professional, as well as convince more 
Americans to trust her, Clinton undoubtedly 
held a more successful campagin. 

 THE 2016 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION was truly memorable due to the polarizing nature of  both candidates and their highly divisive campaigns. Both campaigns made heavy 
use of  traditional news outlets, social media, and rallies to not only appeal to voters but also degrade the other candidate. However, the candidates also had their own 
unique strategies: Trump used loud and outspoken emotional appeal and dominated media coverage, effectively sending the message that all people are dissatisfied for 
similar reasons and that he would be able to address their issues. Clinton, on the other hand, remained calm and collected, while focusing on more conventional outlets to 
campaign. These tactics proved to be beneficial for both candidates, as Trump and Clinton were able to not only appeal to their conservative and liberal bases, respectively, 
but were also able to sway a large portion of  undecided and independent voters to their sides. Now that the election season is over, the question remains: which candidate 
found more success in their campaign? 
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You Know You Go To JPS When...
… vending machines are suspected to exist 
solely for decorative purposes.
… Google Classroom updates will never let 
you see the bottom of  your inbox.
… election posters don’t highlight a 
person’s qualities as much as show off  how 
meme-savvy they are.
… your class election is more professional 
than the national election.
… your MacBook has countless features, 
yet it still doesn’t let you print.
… “summer” reading is never completed in 
the summer. 

… the most popular gym at JP is the one in 
Pokémon Go.
… the freshman class keeps getting 
bigger…
… but the freshmen keep getting smaller.
… your physics average is more 
unpredictable than Trump’s tweets. 
… the school event with the highest 
attendance is the College Fair. 
… freshmen suspect that “JPS” stands for 
“Join Clubs, Play Sports, and Study.”
… “Not in Our House” is a valid response 
to anything you disagree with.

… your class has its own social media to try 
to be “hip.”
… people value the safety of  their 
MacBooks over their own.
… listening to the Seniors of  the Month 
descriptions over the PA system makes you 
wonder whether some of  the students are 
even human.
… with every passing day, you realize the 
need for a third floor…
… until you remember that heat rises.
…you see the greenhouse planting section 
for herbs marked as “Herb-anovich.”

… you’re expected to know in your 
freshman year what career you want to 
pursue.
… you can determine who your true friends 
are by seeing who lets you borrow their 
Macbook charger.

JPSHAWKEYE.COM:
CHECK IT OUT.

HawkWhy: Get Rich Quick
HOW CAN I MAKE SOME BANK, AND FAST?

 You’ve come to the right place. I, with my 
job experience of  exactly 0 years and current 
pocket money of  six dollars and twenty-one 
cents, am well versed in the art of  making 
quick cash.
 In truth, becoming a billionaire is actually 
pretty easy. The media has used figures like 
Steve Jobs and Mark Zuckerberg to dramatize 
the path to affluency as “difficult,” “time-
consuming,” and “requiring some amount 
of  minimum effort”—simply because they 
don’t want a smartie pants like you to know 
the truth: getting rich is easy. If  you’ve had 
enough of  your depressingly light piggy 
bank, you’ll be amazed by how quick and 
effortless making big bucks really is. 
 The easiest way to earn a little extra 
pocket money would, of  course, be the most 
obvious: burglary and theft. Now I know 
some of  you might be asking, “Isn’t that 
illegal?” In all honesty, however, nothing 
is really illegal if  you persuade yourself  it’s 
not. So maybe visit the nearest bank and 

accidentally drop a few bags of  cash 
into your purse. (Hint: these are 
the large burlap sacks with green 
dollar signs on them.)  It’s not like 
you’re outright stealing if  the bag 
happens to fall into your hands 
on the way out. If  this is too 
“unethical” or “morally 
compromising” for 
you, you might 
want to go 
for someplace less 
conspicuous. Maybe, 
you could pick up a light 
babysitting job and borrow 
some of  the mother’s diamonds. 
You can always blame it on the 
kids. 
 The next method requires a little 
technological effort, so listen carefully. 
For this method, all you need is a copier 
and a twenty-dollar bill. On the copier, press 
the button that says “Start.” The machine 
will start to make scary noises, but don’t be 

afraid. You will have to face some harrowing 
obstacles to get rich; if  you truly want to 

be a millionaire, then you will have to 
muster up the courage 
to overcome these 

hardships. Slide the 
bill into the copier 
and press the button 
that says “Scan.” 
More scary noises 
will commence, and 
the printer will start 

to puke out a piece of  
paper. On that paper, you’ll see 
that the twenty dollar bill has been 

copied. Cut out the bill and there 
you have it! You will only 

have to repeat this process 
50,000 more times, and 
you’ll be a millionaire. 
Never mind the costs of  

ink and paper; these can be paid 
off  once you’re rich. Just remember 

to make sure the cashier only ever sees the 

INSTRUCTOR: PROFESSOR J.Z.
Classroom: 0-100 
Course Objectives:
 The purpose of  this course is to help 
students “write effectively and confidently 
in their college courses across the curricu—
 Jk. That’s ‘just kidding’ for all you non-
native slang speakers. It’s understandable 
if  you folks are confused. You may be 
wondering, just what in the world is this 
‘slang’? Don’t worry, it’s quite a simple 
concept. Slang is slang for ‘slanguage’, the 
language of  slang. It’s essentially a collection 
of  words you can use to stay hip and in, 
especially when the vastly inferior English 
vocabulary just isn’t sufficient. Apparently 
the artform that is slang isn’t regarded as 
highly as “real” languages are, but let’s look 
at the facts. Spanish has already overtaken 
English as a more frequently spoken dialect, 
so who’s to say slanguage won’t do the same? 
After all, staying consistent with the current 
fads is a vital element of  slanguage itself—
better to get ahead of  the times and drop 
your native tongue altogether for a new one.
 Funnily enough, there are still some people 
who claim English is “important,” but the rest 
of  us know it’s becoming incredibly obsolete. 
When was the last time you heard someone 
use proper grammar or complex sentences? 
Or riddle me this: when was the last time you 
heard someone say something even remotely 
literate? When Martin Luther King Jr. gave 
his beautifully worded “I Have A Dream” 
speech, Americans united under the glory of  
his finely written words. However, it’s been 
over 50 years, and Americans appreciate a 
different kind of  written masterpiece. You’ll 
have to admit, it’s pretty great to be alive in a 
time where “Shrek is Love, Shrek is Life” is 
the epitome of  literary genius. 
 As we progress to modern times, the 
consensus is clear: because of  slang, English 

no longer has any practical purpose. And 
while this isn’t a history course (if  you’re 
interested in that, consider referring to our 
BAEPUSH syllabus ead), our completely 
qualified teachers (the self  proclaimed 
“slangstas”) are dedicated to furthering your 
education and understanding of  slanguage. 
This includes analysis of  the slow digression 
away from actual English words, the 
etymology of  every slang word in existence, 
and finally, the cultural influences of  the 
vocabulary. That way, when you’re spittin’ 
straight fire like the real OG you are, you’ll 
also have a deeper understanding of  the 
words you’re using, making you the realest 
slangsta of  them all. 
 While this course is aimed for students 
of  all ages, our older audience might have a 
harder time keeping up. Have you ever seen 
some youngster swaggering down the hall 
call out to his friend, “yo fam, you ratchet 
but it’s lit” and wondered to yourself, just 
what does this young man mean? Are the 
two youths possessed? You have absolutely 
no idea what a “ratchet” is, even with the 
context clues, but they sure are making a 
racket! And lit? There better not be a fire 
because you and your old joints just can’t 
outrun the kids in a case of  emergency. But 
before you start to panic, take a deep breath 
and remember this advice! You can easily 
decode all the funky fresh phrases you hear 
on the streets yourself  with the purchase 
of  the coveted Merriam Webster’s Urban 
Dictionary—a great buy that also happens 
to be one of  the required textbooks for this 
class. 
 Required Texts:
• Merriam Webster’s Urban Dictionary
• American LITerature 101 9th Edition
• Swag-lier Oxford Vocabulary Level OG
 What students worry about most though, 
isn’t memorizing the history of  famous 
rappers or trying to find out who killed 
Tupac, but learning how to speak slanguage. 

Some of  you just won’t have the swagger 
needed to really grasp the lingo, but for 
the rest of  you, there’s hope! If  you find 
yourself  struggling to properly convey 
your new gangsta persona, just know that 
generally, improper grammar is a constant 
in the ever changing language of  slang. 
Instead of  “you are,” try a simple “you’s,” 
as in “you’s a stud, bro.” It’s little tips and 
tricks like these that we’ll be exploring every 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday that really 
help slanguage ascend from “just another 
language” into a true art form and culture.
 Every JP student’s favorite part of  a 
course overview is the grading breakdown. 
Your final average will be based on your 
performance in four main parts of  the 
course. First and foremost, 25 percent 
of  your grade will be based on the quality 
of  your Midterm Mixtape that will serve 
as your midterm exam and hopefully, an 
entrance to your successful rap career. 
Moreover, the final exam, a One on One rap 
battle between you and 
myself, will 
take place in 
the auditorium 
with the 
entire school 
watching and 
account for 
50 percent of  
the your grade. 
Additionally, 20 
percent of  your 
grade will be 
your class 
c r e d i t — 
slang won’t 
matter at all 
if  you don’t 
have a solid 
reputation. 
Last but not 
least,  five 

AP Slanguage and Composition
By JANA LI, sophomore

front part of  the bill, and you’ll be able to 
buy anything you want.
 If  none of  these options work for you, 
remember that everything you own is worth 
something. Selling possessions unessential to 
your happiness can make some quick cash. 
So sell your pet dog! Sell your little brother! 
Sell your neighbor’s house! (People will buy 
anything on Craigslist.) And if  you want to 
try and fit some humanitarianism in there, go 
ahead and sell some organs! Who needs two 
lungs when you’ve got two Lamborghinis? 
When you show them off  to people, you’ll 
take their breath away anyway. 
 By following any or all of  these tips, I can 
guarantee you will have a heavier wallet and 
a new perspective on the world of  money 
in just seconds. And if  you meet someone 
along the way that tries to convince you that 
money is less important than the meaningful 
work and sweat put into making it, just 
laugh them off. You’ll be too busy selling 
your house on Craigslist to talk with them, 
anyway.

percent of  your grade will be homework. 
(What kind of  class doesn’t have homework?)
 You might find yourself  wondering, 
“What even is the point of  this class?” or 
“Er, is this chick even qualified to teach 
this course?” or perhaps even, “Slang isn’t 
even a real language!” but I assure you, AP 
Slang Comp is both entirely legitimate and 
extremely beneficial. Just see what some of  
our previous students had to say:
 “tbh: it was pretty lit // rate: 8/8 m8” - 
Inna Stagram (Class of  2015)
 “Swag 3deep5me” - cooldude783 (Online 
Class of  2012)
 “yo this class changed my life 10/10 
would recommend” - Mercury Bob (Class 
of  2009)
 So whether you’re just practicing the 
intricacies of  slanguage or preparing for 
your final rap battle, just remember: you’re 
gonna be using these skills for the rest of  
your life. Slang is here to stay, so you might 
as well pick up a few catchy phrases. 

By HARSHITA JAIN 
and CHRISTINE NGUYEN, juniors
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 At JP Stevens, the hands of  the clock dictate every second of  
our lives. Countless desperate slides into homeroom, reckless 

dashes through the hallways, and more extracurriculars than we 
can count keep us on our toes and ready for action. So what are 

you waiting for? The clock is ticking!

 AS YOUNG ADULTS,  we often find it tough to come up with ways to wisely spend our time that don’t involve 
property damage. Luckily, we are more than just young adults; we are students of  JP Stevens. Nowhere else 
in the known universe is there a better outlet for spending one’s time than in JP’s extracurriculars. To fully 
appreciate your free time, participate in as many extracurriculars as you have toes—even if  it means surgically 
attaching a few extra feet.
 Why limit yourself  to just the Academy of  Science when you could also join the Science League, 
Olympiad, Bowl, and Honors Society? Nobody would deny themselves the beautiful privilege of  being a 
Theater Company member, Improvist, and International Thespian. You’re not proving to anyone just how 
fast your pulse can race unless you’ve secured a couple dozen membership cards from clubs you carefully 
handpicked to join. You need to fill every waking second with as many activities as possible, or else you risk becoming 
boring and useless. 
 Let’s not forget about the promise of  a successful career. Everyone knows that Student Council is only one step 
away from the Presidency of  the United States of  America, and Model United Nations is just a few feet away from being Secretary 
General of  the actual United Nations. If  you are not a member of  thirteen different honor societies, what college could possibly 
accept you? By not taking part in every extracurricular possible, you are guaranteeing yourself  a life on the streets, plain and simple.
 Once you’ve become an honorary Nailed It/Gent and SWAT kid, you will appear to have reached the epitome of  success in 
time well spent.  Unfortunately, while we would all love to build robots or speak Italian 24-7, there is a minor little six-hour block 
of  our days commonly referred to as ‘school’. School has a stack of  tasks a person must complete in a set period of  time, referred 
to as ‘homework’. Homework tends to take up multiple increments of  sixty minutes known as ‘hours’. Hours are what a person 
needs to be able to participate in extracurriculars. Are you sensing the conflict of  interest? Homework needs hours. Extracurriculars 
need hours. The Surgeon General says sleeping and eating need hours. But do you know why the Surgeon General is so intent on 
keeping you from your extracurriculars? That poor chap never joined his school’s Courtyard Club. You can give that fool a run for 
his money. Join every extracurricular AND do all your homework! That’ll show him!
 To accomplish this, of  course, you’ll have to be efficient. Allow me to demonstrate: a person needs about 7 hours of  sleep 
each night; all you have to do, then, is hibernate for 49 hours straight per week. Moreover, each weekend, eat 14,000 calories so 
you won’t have to waste time worrying about food. You should also put on seven layers of  clothes every Sunday. Take one layer 
off  each day as the week progresses. Taking showers, brushing your teeth, and doing other such bathroom chores have not been 
factored in, but you can get that all done when a leap year rolls around. These precious seconds you save are gifts not to be taken 
for granted!
 Once you get into the rhythm of  your daily schedule, you will have nothing else to worry about. You can become a proud 
fixture of  both the DJ and Ski Club, without having to fret about eating or sleeping or any other of  life’s so-called necessities. 
Now, whether such obsessive time management can cause the premature end of  your long, happy life is another question 
altogether. Luckily, there is no “Ponder Philosophical Questions” Club, and you’ve already wasted enough time as it is 
reading this article. Get back to work!

Time (Mis)Management
By NATHANIEL MUMAU, sophomore

Racing Against 
the Clock

Centerfold Design by WENDY JIA



 THERE’S ONE MINUTE until the bell rings. One minute until this class ends 
and another begins. Standing between you and your saving grace, study hall, is 
something so nefarious that the slightest mention of  it will strike fear into the 
hearts of  all freshmen: passing. Five minutes are the only thing keeping you from 
strike three and a Saturday filled with bitter silence. It’s a race against time to reach your safe haven.
 The bell rings. The moment you step out of  the doorway, you already know what to expect. Countless nights memorizing the school map have 
ensured that you’ll reach study hall not only on time, but with time to spare. As you bolt past the science cartoons at lightning speed, you set your 
sights on your first obstacle. It’s a wall of  people large enough to please Trump, and wide enough to fill the entire hallway. A not-so-lovely group of  
friends has found its home right in the way of  your pre-planned route.  Any other day, you’d have a nervous breakdown; however, being the winner 
you are, you came prepared. In a single motion, you grab the white chocolate Gertrude Hawks bar hidden in your sleeve and chuck it across the 
hallway, directly into their line of  sight. The bait works, and the group pounces on the confection, clearing your path to victory.
It’s thirty seconds later when the second hurdle appears: a couple. Their intertwined fingers and unawareness of  personal space traps you in a 
complicated situation. You can’t exactly lure them away with sugar. Your precious time ticks away, and with every passing moment you think faster and 
they walk slower. Luckily, you spot a garbage can on wheels nearby the bathroom doors. With lightning speed, you shove the can towards the middle 
of  the couple; the overpowering stench breaks them apart and clears a path for you to continue on your treacherous race against the clock.
 You reach the history wing, and are greeted with utter bedlam. Shouts echo across the halls, notes fly everywhere, and every person is latched onto 
their own two-ton textbook.  Someone drops a pencil on to the ground, but you don’t dare pick it up, opting to leap over it instead. You just can’t risk 
tripping and falling into a perpetual abyss of  darkness and despair. They say no man left behind, but this is a one man mission. Everything looks like 
it’s going according to your color-coded schedule. The blockade, the lovebirds, the pencil… As you travel down into the heart of  the school, you’ll 
come to realize that you forgot to consider one of  the greatest pitfalls in the history of  JP. 
 You’ve only heard legends about this, but your nightmares have come true. The only thing worse than a group of  strangers, an inseparable couple, 
and a pencil, is a larger group of  strangers composed of  inseparable couples holding pencils. It’s a phenomenon you can only refer to as Why Don’t 
They Make Bigger Doors to the Cafeteria, or in short, WDTMBDTTC (patent pending). A torrent of  heads floods the hallways before you can even 
regret the costly mistake you made. How could you have possibly forgotten about the terror that is fourth period lunch? Thinking on your feet, you 
backtrack and race toward your backup route. As the crowd thins, you realize that you’ve lost a lot of  time. With determination, you reinstate your 
speed-walking abilities (running while this close to the main office is a risk you’re not willing to take) and hope that nothing else goes wrong.
 It’s a close call, and you can feel time slipping away. The hallways are abandoned, as though the band had decided to go on another field trip, but 
your next class is in sight. The doorway beckons through the dimly lit hallway, promising you a detention-less Saturday. Gasping, you extend your 
strides, staggering towards the open door. The bell suddenly rings, and without thinking, you dive headfirst into the classroom.
You are in pain. You are scarred. You will have to do this again in another 45 minutes. Regardless, there’s a grin plastered to your face as you ready 
yourself  for the probable anger seething from your teacher. 
 You look up, and your life flashes before your eyes.
 The classroom is empty.
 It’s lab day.

  HOMEROOM MAY ONLY last for five minutes, but it’s one of  the most important parts of  the day. It’s where you find out about that vocab 
assignment that was due today, or where you cram-study for that math quiz you have first period. If  you’re an early bird, you can always enjoy 
those extra few minutes in the beginning of  school; the vast majority of  us, however, do not experience this privilege. It’s hard to wake up 
before 7:40 and make it to school on time. Being late is a part of  life, and it’s bound to happen. If  you find yourself  constantly tardy, however, 
try using the following tips. 
 Travel time can really bite into your morning routine, and if  you live far from school, you’re losing precious minutes on the drive. Buses are 

a prime example; if  you’re on a bus, you’re bound to get caught up in the chaotic morning traffic, leaving you with less than two minutes to rush 
to your locker and sneak into your homeroom. Instead of  fretting over the early morning traffic, opt for a closer starting location. Skip the drive 

entirely by building a shack in the woods right next to school. The material you use is of  little importance, as building the shack itself  ensures a 
punctual arrival into homeroom. (Added bonus: sneaking out of  pep rallies has never been easier!)
 If  your homeroom is on the second floor, it’s always a hassle to climb all the way upstairs. Just think of  all those valuable seconds wasted trying to 
go upstream in a sea of  people! To avoid this, invest in a laser beam and cut a hole in the ceiling right under your homeroom right next to your seat. 
Then, using your handy dandy grappling hook, grab hold of  your chair in homeroom through the hole in the ceiling and launch yourself  up and into 
your seat just in time for attendance! It’s a fast and easy fix to climbing the stairs, and you’ll feel like a professional spy every morning. 
 Despite all these possible solutions, sometimes it’s not enough for the genetically tardy. You could live right next to school and have a homeroom 
on the first floor and still be late everyday. But do not fret; there’s still a foolproof  way to make it to homeroom on time. All you have to do is acquire 
superpowers, such as teleportation or superspeed. There are plenty of  crazy scientists out there who like to experiment with supernatural abilities, 
and if  you sign up for a test trial and pick the correct scientist, you can become the next superhuman! With these powers, you’re guaranteed to be on 
time; in fact, you can leave at the last second and not be late! (The Hawkeye is not responsible for any genetic mutations caused by the aforementioned 
experimentation.)
 Don’t get me wrong—being late to homeroom isn’t always the end of  the world, but some days you just can’t afford to deal with all the extra 
problems that come with it. It’s bad enough when the lady in the attendance office already knows your name, but getting four hours of  detention on 
a Saturday morning is just pure torture. Mornings are never going to be easy after a night of  procrastination, so you might as well consider making a 
drastic change to cheat the system.
 Or you could try getting late arrival. But who’s got time for that?

From Lateness to Greatness
By ANNA JIANG, sophomore

Hallway Hurdles
By LUCIA CHOI, sophomore
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A Warm Welcome
 MR. BRUNO'S favorite quote is “A life is not 
important except in the impact it has on other 
lives.” This principle exemplifies the reason why 
he pursued a career in teaching, as he believes that 
“teaching is the place where I am able to help the 
most people.” Initially, Mr. Bruno graduated with 
a degree in theater production and psychology 
from the University of  Delaware and completed 
his masters at Kean University. He worked as a 
fireman for 10 years and then served in the Air 
Force, a career path that appealed to him after 
watching Top Gun as a child. Before coming to JP 
Stevens, he taught in Newark for two years and 

Perth Amboy for another two years. When not 
in school, Mr. Bruno loves to play board games 
and golf, as well as design theater sets. Some of  
the most interesting things he has learned are 
playing the didgeridoo and riding  motorcycles. 
Mr. Bruno decided to become a teacher because 
of  the influence of  his mother, who was a teacher 
for over 30 years. He hopes to follow in his 
mother’s footsteps by having a fulfilling teaching 
career similar to hers and to pass along to his 
students the confidence to never be afraid to ask 
for help.

By KRISHNA PATEL, junior

 MR. GLASSBERG, a former JP Stevens 
school counselor, was recently promoted to 
Supervisor of  Guidance. After graduating from 
the University of  Delaware and receiving a 
bachelor’s degree in both psychology and math 
education from Kean University, he knew that he 
wanted to help people and, therefore, became a 
math teacher at Old Bridge and JP Stevens High 
School. After teaching math and psychology for 
several years, he yearned to have more one-on-
one time with his students, so he transferred over 
to the counseling department in 2004, serving 
as a student counselor to keep his students 

 MS. GLYNN, who joined the staff  as a 
new gym teacher this year, graduated with 
a Bachelor of  Science in Physical Education 
and Health from Montclair State University. 
She was a competitive soccer player who 
played for the U17 Ireland National Soccer 
Team but later chose to pursue a teaching 
career. As an eighth grader, she was inspired 
by her physical education teacher, who 
helped her develop a passion for sports. 
Now, she wants to impact her students the 
same way. Ms. Glynn described her first day 

physically and emotionally safe. Since then, Mr. 
Glassberg has counseled at JP Stevens and has 
inevitably learned a few lessons while on the job. 
“From my counselling career, I was reinforced 
to treat my students as individuals, and not as 
stereotypes.” he recalled. Aside from his job, 
Mr. Glassberg has passions such as traveling 
internationally to Southeast Asia and cooking 
various foods for his wife and daughter. He is 
also a fan of  Indie and Americana music. In fact, 
Mr. Glassberg has seen one of  his favorite artists, 
Dan Bern, in person over two hundred times.

By NEHA CHOUDHARI, sophomore

as exciting because she was able to situate 
herself  in her new environment. She wants 
to inspire her students to be the “best 
versions of  themselves everyday.” Besides 
teaching, she has deep-founded interests 
in many other activities. She enjoys playing 
soccer, hiking, running, biking, and traveling. 
Ms. Glynn is eager to learn more about her 
students and get involved in the JP Stevens 
community, stating that it would “be a great 
experience.”

By AMBIKA KANDASAMY, sophomore

Welcoming New 
Hawks

 MS. HALLERAN, a business teacher, gradu-
ated from Ramapo College of  New Jersey 
with a degree in Economics and Compre-
hensive Business Education. Her main inspi-
ration for becoming a teacher is her family, 
as she saw both her mother and sister show 
unconditional passion for teaching through-
out her life. Ms. Halleran wishes to follow in 
their footsteps and appreciates the rewards 
teaching offers. She states, “I really enjoy 
seeing students succeed and go farther than 
they thought they were capable of.” When 
Ms. Halleran is not teaching, she likes to play 

By NEHA CHOUDARI, sophomore

 MR. LEIGHT, a physical education teacher 
at JP Stevens, has taught for a span of  thirty 
years at various schools and countries. He has 
studied in England at Leeds Polytechnic and 
graduated from The College of  New Jersey 
with a master’s degree in physical education. 
Mr. Leight connects his love for traveling to 
his passion for teaching, remarking, “Being 
and teaching in different countries gave me 
an appreciation of  culture that you can’t 
find in one place or town. When you teach 
abroad, you see the way that other people 

 MR. MONDANO, a paraprofessional, works 
one-on-one with a student with autism. His 
everyday tasks include helping the student 
with classwork and accompanying the 
student around school. Before he started 
working at JP Stevens, he was a physical 
education teacher at Martin Luther King 
Elementary School. Mr. Mondano has 
degrees in health and physical education from 
Kean University, and he pursued this field of  
study due to his interest in sports. However, 
after he left MLK Elementary School, Mr. 
Mondano decided to switch his career path 
to special education. His favorite part of  his 

SOHIL MALIK

ultimate frisbee and enjoys hanging out with 
her friends and family, especially her two 
baby nieces. A motto that Ms. Halleran lives 
by is to “have fun, do your best, and listen 
to your coach,” which she believes applies 
to just about any situation in life. She wants 
her students to do their best whether it is in 
maintaining a positive work ethic or playing 
their part in group work. One piece of  ad-
vice she would like to offer to her students 
is for them to find a subject they love and 
pursue it.

By KRISHNA PATEL, junior

live their life, and it’s fascinating to teach 
students who are not like the people you 
see every day.” He wants to pass on the 
knowledge and experience he has gained to 
create a healthier and fitter world for future 
generations. When asked about his teaching 
career, Mr. Leight responded, “I love what 
I do. I’m focused on educating my students 
on the right kind of  lifestyle to lead, and 
hopefully, that knowledge sticks with them 
for the rest of  their lives.”

By AISLINN VERMA, sophomore

job is being able to spend time with the kids 
because “it is a different experience every 
day, and you can never predict what’s going 
to happen.” Outside of  school, he likes to 
watch and partake in sports, particularly 
hockey, as well as listen to music. As a JP 
Stevens alumnus, he is happy to see some of  
his previous teachers again. Though he finds 
the environment to be very different from 
that of  elementary school, Mr. Mondano is 
enjoying his time at JP Stevens so far, and 
he is excited to continue teaching at his alma 
mater.

By KELLY CHEN, junior

VIOLET KIMBLE

 SUMMER IS OVER. Upperclassmen think 
of  the new school year as the time of  reuniting 
with friends and boosting GPAs, but incoming 
freshmen have the added worry of  meeting 
many unfamiliar faces in an unfamiliar school. 
Fortunately, the freshman orientation held on 
August 24 helped ease the inevitable worries 
of  the freshmen by providing them with the 
opportunity to learn about the school along with 
its staff  and students. 
 In order to make the orientation a success, 
students and staff  had to dedicate an abundance 
of  time out of  their own summer vacations. 
The event was mainly organized by staff  and 
student leaders from HAWKS (Helping Another 
Wonderful Kid Succeed). HAWKS members, 
ranging from sophomores to seniors, met up 
a week before the orientation to review their 
assignments for the day. Upperclassmen served 
as homeroom leaders and were responsible 
for giving their assigned homerooms a 
comprehensive tour of  the school. Meanwhile, 
the sophomores were assigned to create  twelve-
minute presentations on school-related subjects, 
such as time management, basic rules, and 
counseling services. According to HAWKS 
executive board member Jai Shahani, preparing 
for the assignments was one of  the critical 
factors that ensured the success of  the event. 
Jai explained, “Out of  everything, we needed 
good communication between all members and 
cooperation of  all parties, including the club 
members, teachers, and advisors. Luckily, we 
had a good team of  HAWKS and teachers so 
everything played out well.”
 Like a normal school day, the orientation 
commenced at around 7:40 in the morning. 
Freshmen who entered through the main door 
were immediately greeted with a crowd of  
upperclassmen cheering for them. Students 
then received their IDs and maps of  JP Stevens 
in the New Gym, where they could also meet 
other freshmen of  their class. As the six-hundred 
freshmen came into the building, a club fair was 
held in the Old Gym for freshmen to explore the 
many clubs available in the school.  
 In order to be organized for later activities, 
freshmen were arranged by homeroom in 
the auditorium with the help of  the HAWKS 
upperclassmen and staff  members. Ms. 
Pawlikowski was the first speaker to talk on stage, 
first giving a brief  presentation on school rules to 
the Class of  2020 and then introducing the guest 
speaker Matt Belace. Belace, a psychologist and 
comedian, entertained the audience by speaking 
about his own horrifying school experiences 
and the power of  meditating to deal with high 
school pressure. As the students volunteered in 
the presentation by sharing their thoughts on his 
anecdotes, sophomore HAWKS prepared for 
their own presentations in the gym. 
 Pairs of  sophomore HAWKS were assigned a 
room in the school to present their information 
to visiting homerooms. With every rotation 
lasting twelve minutes each, sophomores 
presented a variety of  topics from library services 
to technology etiquette. During these sessions, 
freshmen learned more about the school by 
asking questions about the transition process 
from middle to high school. But freshmen 
were not the only people who benefitted from 
these presentations. HAWKS leaders had the 
opportunity to sharpen their communication 
skills. “I entered high school being super nervous 
and shy,” recalled sophomore Shruti Venkat, “but 
this event helped me become the outgoing person 
I always wanted to be.  I could communicate with 
the freshmen by giving advice I wish I had when 
I was in their shoes.” 
 The freshman orientation proved to be a 
success for the freshmen and the HAWKS 
helpers alike. Freshman Janaki Patel commented, 
“To be honest, I thought the first day of  school 
was going to be like how it is in the movies: 
filled with awkwardness and confusion, but the 
orientation brought me to my senses. I realized 
that JP Stevens has a lot of  opportunities and 
other students are on your side.”AKRITI TRIPATHI
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A Warm Welcome, contd.

 MR. SALME, a new school counselor, 
graduated from Montclair State University 
after attending high school in Newark. 
Mr. Salme cites his hometown as a reason 
for choosing to become a counselor. He 
explains, “After seeing the people around 
me struggle, I wanted to give back to the 
community through the kids.” However, he 
realized that teaching was not his calling, and 
through a friend, was introduced to the idea 
of  becoming a school counselor. He says, 
“I enjoy helping kids find the motivation 
to do well. Some of  the kids I knew could 

have succeeded, but they just chose not to. 
I want to be able to prevent this.” However, 
his life does not consist wholly of  his job. 
An activity he grew up enjoying was soccer, 
which Mr. Salme still plays on the weekends. 
He says, “Outside of  school and my job, 
everything is about soccer. I grew up with 
it.” He partially attributes his passion for 
this sport to his Ecuadorian heritage. As a 
first generation American, he recognizes the 
value of  education and wishes to instill that 
same respect for education in his students.

By ERIN PARK, sophomore

JP Day, contd.

Freshmen Social: Forging Friendships
By ANDREA QUISPE, senior

 THERE IS NO BETTER WAY to start off  the 
school year than to catch up with old friends 
and meet new ones. On September 29, the 
Freshmen Social allowed the students of  the 
Class of  2020 to socialize with one another 
and learn about the extracurricular activities 
JP has to offer. Hosted by the JP Stevens 
Student Council and an array of  other clubs, 
freshmen were introduced to many new 
aspects of  JP through various activities.
 The freshmen were first divided into 
18 groups—each led by a Student Council 
executive board member—and participated 
in different activities at stations set up in 

 MS. PASKO knew ever since she was young 
that she wanted to become a teacher. She 
recieved her bachelor's degree in English 
and master’s degree in English Education 
from Rutgers University. Having a Polish 
background, she enjoys being a part of  
the JP Stevens community because of  the 
diverse and friendly environment. Ms. Pasko, 
despite just joining the staff, is already an 
advisor for the Class of  2020. Additionally, 
Ms. Pasko has always enjoyed traveling; she 
tries her best to explore a new place every 
year. Last year, she had the chance to visit 

and explore London during a study abroad 
program. Ms. Pasko currently teaches ninth 
grade classes, and would like to influence 
them in a positive way. A few words of  
advice that she would like to give is to always 
have confidence to ask questions, take time 
to do something even if  it is difficult, and 
work diligently in order to be successful. 
As a hardworking person, Ms. Pasko hopes 
to achieve even more by working toward 
receiving a doctorate degree and becoming 
AP certified.

By ANDREA QUISPE, senior

 MR. PRIMAVERA, a new math teacher, is a 
JP Stevens alumnus who graduated from the 
Class of  2009. He earned his bachelor’s degree 
in math and his master’s in Math Education 
from Rutgers University. He was inspired 
to become a teacher by his own teachers in 
middle school and high school, who made 
sure that all their students succeeded. When 
he initially started teaching, he was nervous 
about working with his former teachers, but 
they became one of  his primary sources of  

constructive criticism and encouragement. 
As a JP alumnus, his advice to his students 
is to always try their hardest. He stresses that 
“effort is the key to achievement and the 
route to discovering potential.” However, 
Mr. Primavera also encourages his students 
to relax and get involved in sports or clubs. 
When not teaching, Mr. Primavera enjoys 
watching professional football and is a 
devoted Minnesota Vikings fan. 

By AMBIKA KANDASAMY, sophomore

the New gym, Old gym, and cafeteria. 
Upperclassmen volunteers hosted popular 
games such as Duck, Duck, Goose and 
Hot Potato to serve as icebreakers for the 
freshmen. 
 Other upperclassmen volunteers 
organized booths to represent the clubs 
that they belonged to, like Interact, Future 
Business Leaders of  America, and Model 
UN, to recruit new members and help the 
freshmen familiarize themselves with the 
different clubs offered by the school. Senior 
Sneha Yarasani, Co-President of  Interact, 
stated, “We really wanted to get Interact out 
there and let the freshmen know about all 
the opportunities Interact has to offer as a 

dolls were used by ancient Japanese farmers 
to prevent rain. Right next to this booth was 
the Courtyard Club, which provided students 
with small plants to take home and grow on 
their own. Other booths, such as  National 
Honor Society’s, offered competitive games 
for students and children to partake in. 
The society challenged participants to bite 
off  donuts that hung on strings without 
their hands, a game similar to the popular 
Halloween activity where players bob for 
apples. Senior Anjali Arora, Membership 
Chair of  the National Honor Society, stated, 
“To me, NHS is all about the community. At 
JP Day, it was amazing to see the JP Stevens 
community come together to celebrate all the 
different clubs and opportunities our school 
has to offer. Our booth was fun because we 
picked an activity that all groups could enjoy, 
and also made everyone participating laugh 
and have a good time.”
 From science to art, everyone who 
attended could participate in an activity that 
pertained to his or her interests. Attendees 
were given the opportunity to maneuver 
Tetrix robots, provided by the Robotics 
Club, in a miniature soccer field  near the 
outside of  the school. Project Sunshine and 
the Hindi Honor Society showcased their 
artistic talents by designing henna tattoos 
that ranged from intricate flowers to majestic 
dragons. Aiming to celebrate the cultures 
around the world and cultural diversity of  
the JP community, the JP Stevens Without 
Borders assisted students in making Japanese 
flying carps, a popular Japanese craft, at their 
booth. Junior Nila Aravindan said, “After 
JP Day, I not only learned about the less 
popular clubs in JP but also about many 
different cultures. Through two booths 
alone, I was able to make and learn about 
two unique Japanese crafts.”
 Students who wanted to play a sport 
challenged their friends in a friendly game 
of  badminton, volleyball, or basketball in 
the old gyms. In the cafeteria, the Future 
Business Leaders of  America club arranged 
ping-pong tables for students and children 
to play against each other. The camaraderie 
between students, faculty, and children alike, 
whether it was making crafts or playing 
a sport, demonstrated the strength of  
community within the JP school.
 JP Day was certainly an event that lived up 
to its name, bringing together all the people 
within the JP community and fostering a 
great sense of  unity among everyone who 
attended. Senior Kammi Law remarked, 
“I’ve always loved attending JP Day because 
it gives each student the opportunity to 
explore clubs that they probably never heard 
of  in the first place while hanging out with 
their friends. I’m upset to say that this is my 
last JP Day as a JP Stevens student, but I 
know I’ll definitely stop by after I graduate!”
 More than just representing all the clubs 
and allowing attendees to participate in 
engaging activities, JP Day demonstrated 
how diverse JP Stevens truly is. 

community service club. The freshmen are 
one fourth of  JP Stevens, so being able 
to advertise to just their class allowed us 
to explain why they should join Interact 
in depth. Hopefully, we will have many 
freshmen in Interact this year!”  
 While various clubs helped contribute 
to the success of  the event, the JP Stevens 
Student Council played the main role in 
leading and organizing this event. Senior 
Kammi Law, Second Vice President of  
Student Council explained, “I’m happy with 
how it turned out because I saw kids smiling 
while dancing and playing games! And that’s 
really what it’s all about, letting freshmen 
know that they are a part of  the JP family.” 

 MS. SCHWARTZ, a new arrival to the 
Edison School District, currently works 
as a secretary for the supervisors. After 
graduating with a Bachelor of  Science in 
business administration at the State University 
of  New York at Albany and working as a 
project manager for investment firms, she 
decided to change her career path once 
she had children. She started her transition 
to the educational field by volunteering in 
the Metuchen School District, eventually 
working there, and afterward working for 

the Bridgewater Raritan Regional School 
District. She enjoys a new environment in JP 
because the school community is engaged 
and truly cares for others. Her job in the 
school allows her to explore new technology 
while also giving her an opportunity to be 
creative. During her free time, she loves to 
travel and cook. Ms. Schwartz tries to create 
new recipes when she can, exhibiting a 
passion for her hobby, cooking, that parallels 
the passion she expresses for her job.

By OSCAR CHEN, junior

 MS. VASILIU, a new English teacher, 
attended West Windsor-Plainsboro High 
School and Rutgers University, where she 
majored in English and went on to earn a 
master's degree in English Education. She 
has always dreamed of  becoming a teacher, 
explaining, “I like to help students grow 
and improve.” Ms. Vasiliu was particularly 
inspired by the dedication and passion of  her 
AP Language Arts teacher in high school. Ms. 
Vasiliu explains that her goal for inspiring 
students is to help students "understand why 

English is so important to their everyday 
lives and to society in general and to instill an 
enthusiasm for learning and pursuing their 
passions." Apart from teaching, she enjoys 
reading, writing, painting, and exercising. 
Ms. Vasiliu is an advisor for the Class of  
2020, and she looks forward to working 
with the students at JP, getting involved in 
the JP Stevens community and events, and 
attending the games of  the school’s sports 
teams.

By SRIRAM SRINIVASAN, junior

 The Freshmen Social ultimately brought 
the Class of  2020 together for an opportunity 
to familiarize themselves with JP Stevens 
while interacting with other classmates. 
Mr. Baer, the advisor of  Student Council, 
felt that the event achieved its purpose, 
stating, “We want to help students become 
comfortable in their new ‘home’ and help 
them meet new people. Student Council's 
mission is to represent the student body and 
be their voice; with that mission in mind, 
an event like this is important to us to help 
build relationships amongst the freshmen. 
We hope to make an impact on others, so 
they continue to get involved and be a part 
of  our school.” 

AKRITI TRIPATHI
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A Gate to Festivities 

SARAH SCHILDKRAUT
Junior Priya Bhat participates in the bean bag toss before the football game. 

LOUIS ANDREUZZI

Councilman Andreuzzi poses with his running mate, Councilwoman 
Cheri Roche.

participated in weekly construction sessions, 
during which the set is built and painted with 
the help of  a contractor. The actors depend 
on these backstage members to move the set 
and props around for each scene. 
 

 

 As opening night grew nearer, the 
company began tech week where hours were 
longer, but the entire company diligently 
worked to make the show as enjoyable as it 
can be. 
 Though preparation is taxing and time 
consuming, seeing the final result is always 
rewarding. For everyone involved in the 
production, the play becomes a part of  
who they are. Junior Emily Lombardi, the 
Assistant Stage Manager, commented, “My 
favorite part is watching it go from a bare 
stage with actors using scripts to the final 
show with lights, sound, set, and actors truly 
embodying their characters. Even though 
I watch the play so many times during 
rehearsals, nothing compares to the actual 
shows.  After putting in so much effort, it is 
truly worth it on the day of  the show. It’s an 
amazing experience to see the effort come 
together and create a work of  art.”

 THE JP STEVENS community came together 
on October 7 to celebrate the festivities 
before the football team’s first home game 
at the Tailgate. The event aimed to not only 
provide an activity-filled afternoon for all 
who attended but also help students unwind 
from a stressful week of  school.
 While the DJ Club played catchy tunes 
to create an energetic atmosphere, students 
conversed with each other at the tables set up 
on the grass. As sophomore Karina Melgar 
said, “Since this was my first time attending 
Tailgate, I didn’t know what to expect, but 
I was pleasantly surprised. This event really 
reinforced the concept of  the JP community 
mirroring a family as the majority of  the 
school came to support one sport team.” 
 Many activities were also set up around 
the stadium for students to participate in. 
Some lined up to get their faces painted in 
green and gold, while others posed with 
props at the photo booth. Other attendees 
organized into teams with their friends to 

Hamlet, contd.

By OSCAR CHEN, junior

Mr. Andreuzzi, contd. 

 ON SEPTEMBER 30, the Class of  2020 
gathered together to listen to their fellow 
classmates talk about how they would 
lead them through their first year of  high 
school. The eighteen candidates faced 
tough competition, each running for the 
coveted positions of  treasurer, secretary, vice 
president, and president.
 Victory, however, required more than just 
a witty speech. The campaign endeavors 
began long before September 30, with all 
of  the candidates promoting themselves 
through social media and posters around 
the hallways of  JP. Freshman Keshav 
Gupta stated, “The most effective part of  
the campaigns were the posters. As a voter, 
clever posters made the candidate stand out 
and embraced the candidate’s spirit.”
 The election day commenced with 
speeches from treasurer candidates. Each 
candidate had ideas on ways to conserve and 
make money through fun activities that the 
Class of  2020 could participate in. Candidate 
Mukund Ramakrishnan spoke of  fundraising 
through activities accustomed to everyone’s 
interests. Other potential treasurers voiced 
similar opinions, sharing additional ideas 
for fundraising such as more dances and 
restaurant dine-ins.
 The candidates for secretary followed, 
informing the audience of  what they believed 
was the future for the newest students in JP. 
Sneha Pachanady talked of  her responsibility 
of  voicing student concerns while Abiram 
Potturu talked of  the activities and events he 
would push for, such as dances.  
 The candidates for vice president, Megha 
Patel and Om Patil then took the stage, 

play in competitive games of  touch football, 
frisbee, and volleyball. For many, this active 
participation was their favorite part of  the 
event. Junior Shivam Khairnar explained, 
“The best part of  the Tailgate was when 
everyone played volleyball together since it 
allowed us to engage in competition while 
also spending time with friends.” 
 As the Tailgate came to a close, the football 
team prepared for the most anticipated part 
of  the day —the football game between the 
JP Stevens Hawks and the North Brunswick 
Raiders. As Mr. Garcia, the coach of  the 
football team, stated, “It’s important that the 
JP students enjoy themselves at Tailgate and 
hopefully support the football team as part 
of  the JP Stevens Hawks family.” 
 The student support shown at the tailgate 
proved to be a boost of  morale for the JP 
Stevens football team. The Hawks were 
able to rebound in their season with a 23-
14 victory over North Brunswick.  The 
win was a result of  plays on both offense 
and defense, with additional help from the 
encouragement from the Tailgate attendees.

“I make sure that when
everyone walks on

stage, they have a chair
to sit in or a table to 

be eating from, and to 
make sure it happens 
quickly, quietly, and in 

the dark.”
— Lisa Ronk, senior

A New Beginning
By AISLINN VERMA, sophomore

assuring their classmates that their voices 
would be heard and their opinions taken 
into consideration. Candidate Om Patil 
expressed his goal of  being realistic and 
grounded, stating that he could not offer 
things like free pizza for lunch. Megha Patel, 
however, implied that her job was simply 
to facilitate the transition of  ideas from the 
student body to class leaders, stating, “I am 
merely the elevator operator for our class, 
ready to voice your opinions.” 
 The long awaited presidential speeches 
finally arrived, in which many spoke of  
their ideas to make the next four years 
memorable. Amit Acharya talked about 
unity, declaring that the Class of  2020 would 
stand together as a family and Billie Liang 
offered ideas such as more candy grams and 
raffles to unite the freshman class as well as 
fundraise. Upon the arrival of  Jasal Patel, 
the audience held up bolstering signs as he 
revealed his ideas. He talked about helping 
out the students and leading them every step 
of  the way. Freshman Aneesha Santhanam 
wrapped up the speeches, saying that she 
would be a “lit president.”
 The elections resulted in Mukund 
Ramakrishnan being selected for treasurer, 
Sneha Pachanady for secretary, Aaron Neogy 
for vice president, and Amit Acharya as 
president. The student council has plans with 
these newly elected class council members. 
As sophomore Brian Dan-Ding, recording 
secretary of  student council remarked, 
“The class council elections require effective 
speeches. The elected candidates exhibited 
that quality, therefore they were elected. 
I believe these candidates hold a lot of  
potential and will lead the freshmen into a 
very promising journey.”

Fitness Center, 
contd.

since the summer, as their students would 
now be provided with a wider range of  
exercise equipment than that of  previous 
years, including machines that work out 
various parts of  the body, weights, and a 
yoga station. 
 As the fitness center becomes more 
known by the day, more students have 
familiarized themselves with the unique 
functions of  each equipment in the center. 
The center is open from 2:30 to 4:00 every 
school day after school so they can work out 
at their own pace. When asked about his 
favorite machine, Mr. Jones, a gym teacher, 
stated, “My personal favorite is the Universal 
Machine because it works out various muscle 
groups at once. Machines like this make it 
seem like I’m in a professional gym.”
 Student athletes are equally as exhilarated. 
Instead of  having to work out at a local gym 
with a paid membership, they can work out 
any muscle group they want in the comfort 
of  their own school. “Cross country requires 
a lot of  strength training,” commented junior 
Ethan Sinyausky, “and the fitness center is 
always availble me work out in after school. 
It is really nice to have it so accessible.” 
 Now that the center is established and 
running, many students have different uses 
for it. Some stay after school to work out 
while others only visit the center with their 
gym class. “I’m really not a sporty girl,” 
confessed sophomore Nethra Jayaprakash, 
“but I like the fitness center. Since I don’t 
like working out in gyms but still want to 
increase my muscle mass, the shoulder 
workout equipment in particular really 
serves as a happy medium for me.” 
 The center has had a very successful first 
few months, and students are evidently 
thankful for the decision of  the teachers 
and supervisors to create the fitness center. 
Because of  the addition of  the fitness center, 
JP has truly become a stronger school.

Mr. Andreuzzi to pursue politics; during his 
childhood, Mr. Andreuzzi was encouraged 
by his father to interview the mayor of  Perth 
Amboy, James J. Flynn. This meaningful 
experience inspired Mr. Andreuzzi to get 
involved in politics throughout his adulthood 
and eventually run for councilman.
 Mr. Andreuzzi, along with the rest of  
the Council, handled relief  efforts for 
Hurricane Sandy—one of  the deadliest 
and most destructive hurricanes that ever 
hit the Northeast. Due to Union Beach’s 
location, the borough was greatly affected 
by the hurricane, and relief  efforts are still 
in place today. To help the people of  Union 
Beach, the mayor and Council aided in the 
distribution of  food and clothing in public 
buildings and fire stations after the hurricane 
hit. The Council also held a massive clean-up 
of  the entire borough, coordinated different 
programs that offered financial aid to those 
who lost their homes and other essential 
items, and encouraged volunteers to come 
to disaster-struck towns to help with the 
relief  efforts. On December 5, 2012, many 
students and staff  members from JP Stevens 
went to Union Beach to help with the clean-
up process, as there was still a great deal of  
damage two months after the hurricane hit. 
Four years after the disaster, the Council 
is still enacting its Sandy relief  through 

different intergovernmental programs.
 Besides Hurricane Sandy relief, Mr. 
Andreuzzi spearheaded a strategy to stop 
the construction of  a 400-foot outdated 
wind turbine. While it was requested by a 
local sewerage authority, the creation of  the 
turbine would have had numerous negative 
effects, including the depreciation of  nearby 
properties and increased health problems. 
Additionally, Mr. Andreuzzi serves as a 
liaison to the Department of  Public Works 
and the emergency medical services, where 
he consults on a road reconstruction 
program, a parks and recreation program, 
and the revitalization of  the first responders.
 While he is pleased with the changes 
made by the Council over the past few years, 
Mr. Andreuzzi has a few goals he wishes to 
achieve during his tenure as Councilman, 
stating, “Our objective as Mayor and 
Council is to continue to improve the 
borough, attract businesses, and maintain 
an acceptable municipal tax rate without 
curtailing services on the quality of  life.” It 
is likely that the Council will achieve this and 
more.
 As a multi-term councilman, Mr. 
Andreuzzi encourages anyone who wishes 
to join the Council to get involved. He 
explains, “Volunteer with a committee, 
become a first responder, and serve!”
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By ALISON PARK, sophomore

 AFTER OVER A DECADE of  coaching the 
JP Stevens cross country teams, Mr. Allen 
and Mr. Martinez handed their coaching 
responsibilities to Coach Marzano and JP 
alumni Anum and Maham Azher. Although 
this position may seem daunting, especially 
taking into account the triumphs of  previous 
teams, new coach Anum Azher is unfazed, 
stating, “We’re taking this season one meet 
at a time. We’re not jumping ahead of  
ourselves, and we aren’t comparing athletes 
to previous years. All we ask is to give 100% 
at every race.” Despite the shift in coaching 
style, the team has managed to keep up a 
level of  performance that can be paralleled 
to past years. 
 At their first invitational, the Stewart 
Memorial Cross Country Championships, 
the girls cross country team was led by 
junior captain Angela Cao, who came in 
at an impressive third place out of  ninety-
eight runners. Her fellow captains Lillian 
Chen (11) and Violet Kimble (12) followed 
shortly after, all finishing in the top half  of  
the race. When asked about the effect of  the 
coaching shift on her running, Angela Cao 
states, “Although I was apprehensive about 
the change in the coaching staff, I do like the 
new emphasis Coach Marzano and Coaches 
Ahzer place on speed and recovery days.” In 
addition to the new coaching staff, the girls 
team is relatively young with many strong 
junior runners. 
 Likewise, the boys cross country 
team excelled at the Stewart Memorial 
Championships, where the Hawks proved 
the importance of  the underestimated 
aspect of  teamwork in running. The top five 
male runners, led by senior captains Neehar 

Mahidadia and Demetri Wojciechowski, 
had a fifty-second split, meaning their times 
only varied within fifty seconds. Neehar 
(12) admits, “We feed off  of  each other’s 
drive and energy to get faster.” This ability 
to run as a team was reflected through their 
higher overall placement than the team from 
Millburn High School, whose top three 
runners outraced all of  the JP runners. 
However, Millburn’s large 2:52 split could 
not compete with the smart, cooperative 
effort the Hawks performed, and they 
finished behind JP in ninth place. 
 Despite facing new leadership, the JP 
Stevens cross country runners are still as 
tight-knit as ever. New head coach Marzano 
is especially excited by his team’s success and 
enjoys seeing his “team’s hard work pay off.” 
As the season progresses, the JP Stevens 
cross country teams train hard every day  to 
increase their win streak and push farther 
into the regional and state tournaments.

By GRACE WU, senior

New Coaches? No XCuses 

 THIS FALL, the JP girls volleyball team 
swung into their season with an incredible 
display of  skill and spirit. Already, the Lady 
Hawks have defeated a number of  long-time 
rivals, including Perth Amboy, Piscataway, 
and South Plainfield. Even in tense games 
that go to third sets, they have always been 
indomitable, coming back to win as a team. 
Of  course, such a successful team wouldn’t 
be complete without its outstanding players.
 Leading the team is senior captain and 
setter Sydney Lin, who has contributed an 
incredible total of  186 assists and team highs 
of  37 service aces and 72 service points so far. 
In total, she has accumulated an exceptional 
tally of  1423 assists in her entire career. 
Additionally, outside hitter Meghan Truong 
(12) currently leads the team with 57 kills 
and 62 digs, while captains Jen Lazarowitz 
(12) and outside hitter Amanda Leary (11) 
each have 19 and 57 kills, respectively. 
 However, none of  these accomplishments 
would have been possible without the team’s 
mutual support and strong camaraderie. As 
one who actively motivates her teammates 
on and off  the court, Meghan Truong  (12) 
especially enjoys the “mini celebrations 
after each point is earned. Whether it’s an 
ace, block, tip, or kill, all six of  the girls join 
together in the middle of  the court and do 
a little cheer.” Jen Lazarowitz acknowledges 
the impact of  this ritual, emphasizing that “it 
shows unification and is a good way to fire 
the team up.”
 Even though this season has been full 
of  intense matches, including the highly-
anticipated game against a formidable 
opponent, Piscataway, the Lady Hawks have 
never ceased to keep up their hard work. At a 

Comeback Queens
season-changing home game on September 
17, the Lady Hawks lost the first set 18-25. 
However, with increased determination to 
seal the victory, they bounced back to take 
the second, coming back from the score 
of  19-24 to swiftly beat out Piscataway in a 
close third set. Captain Sydney Lin thought 
it would be almost impossible for the team 
to combat Piscataway’s incredible lead in the 
second set, but “after JP won the next two 
points… everyone started cheering louder 
and having faith that we could actually win. 
This spirit encouraged the team to become 
invincible and eventually win the game at a 
close score of  27-25.”
 Though the majority of  this year’s 
varsity team consists of  younger players, 
these athletes have still managed to go 
above and beyond by training alongside 
their more experienced teammates. In 
fact, Emily Tavares (10), Morgan Schleuss 
(10), and libero Ashley Baidowsky (10) 
have contributed to impressive plays, 
placing themselves on the way to break 
school records. Regarding the progress and 
performance of  the team, Coach White 
remarks, “Our team is a mixture of  new and 
experienced players. Everyday I see more and 
more growth with all levels of  our team.”
 Since the beginning of  the season, this 
year’s girls volleyball team has constantly 
shown its exemplary zeal and persistence 
through tough competition. With some 
impressive wins, the Lady Hawks have 
fought through each and every game as a 
true team, no matter how high the stakes 
were stacked against them. These ladies will 
continue to fight for the duration of  the 
season, setting a prime example for next 
year’s varsity athletes. Best of  luck, Lady 
Hawks!

Completely in Control 

By IRENE QUAN, freshman

Float Like a Butterfly...
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By ADARSSH NAGARAJAN, senior

 SENIOR PETER ZAKREVSKI is known best 
as a competitive swimmer and cross-country 
runner. However, outside of  school, he excels 
in the little-known sport of  orienteering., 
competing for the U.S. Junior Orienteering 
Team and displaying his talents at the Junior 
World Orienteering Championships in 
Switzerland this past summer. 
 
QUESTION: What does orienteering entail?
 Orienteering is a sport that combines 
running and navigation. Usually on an 
outdoor terrain, a competitor must “punch” 
a set number of  checkpoints, called 
“controls,” in order, in the fastest time. To 
find the controls, the competitor is given a 
map and a compass as tools. 
 
QUESTION: When and how were 
you first introduced to the sport?
 I started orienteering when I was just 
four years old. My family members were 
orienteers in Russia and Europe before they 
took me along on events. After a while, I 
began orienteering on my own.
 
QUESTION: What about the sport of  
orienteering is most interesting to you?
 There is something about the serenity 
of  the outdoors and the focused attitude 
needed that can’t be found in other sports. 
You have only yourself  to rely on, and there 
is nothing more satisfying than completing a 
near perfect race.

QUESTION: Describe your daily training. 
 I run every day year-round to keep in 
shape, and on weekends, I also practice a 
corridor run, which involves running within 
the thin strip of  the map given. I also study 
orienteering maps every day and compare 
my thought process to the route choices of  
elite orienteers. 

QUESTION: What has been the greatest 
accomplishment of  your career?  
 My greatest achievement was my selection 
and participation in the Junior World 
Orienteering Championships in Switzerland 
over the summer. These were my first 
international races against the world’s best 
orienteers at my age.
 
QUESTION: What was your most 
memorable moment in the sport? 
 Once in the middle of  a night race, I was 
approaching what I believed was my control 
as I saw two reflective dots on controls, used 
in night orienteering. As I got closer, the two 
dots moved...and then growled. I can safely 
say, I have never ran as fast as I did from that 
bear in the middle of  the woods during the 
dead of  night.
 
QUESTION: How does orienteering 
differ from cross country running?
 The biggest difference is the navigation. 
In cross country races, the course is set for 
you and you know where you are going.  
You simply focus on your pacing and form.
On the other hand, in orienteering races, 
you must plan out and execute the fastest 
route. Though both physically exhausting, 
cross country is a faster and more intense 
race, while orienteering is a longer and more 
careful race.
 
QUESTION: What animal do you  resemble?
 If  I had to say, I guess I would be a stag. 
I am able to run cleanly and quickly through 
the forest.
 
QUESTION: What skills do those 
interested in orienteering need to have? 
 Orienteering is physically demanding, and 
requires decent endurance. For a beginner, 
the most important part is the ambition 
to improve and practice. The more you 
practice, the better you get!

 ON JUNE 3, Muhammad Ali finally 
succumbed to Parkinson’s Disease after years 
of  battling the illness, and in the process, 
left a legacy that can only be described as 
legendary. From a three-time world champion 
in boxing to a vocal supporter for civil rights, 
Ali has made countless contributions in and 
out of  the ring that were nothing short of  
impactful. His passion for civil rights rivaled 
only his fiery attitude in the boxing ring, and 
his rebellious attitude matched only his kind 
and dignified presence.  
 Born Cassius Clay in 
Louisville, Kentucky, on 
January 17, 1942, Ali quickly 
took a liking to boxing, 
a sport that not only 
rewarded firepower, 
but also agility and 
finesse. Starting 
when he was 12, Ali quickly 
escalated up the ranks and qualified 
to go to the Rome Olympics when 
he was only 18 years old. A steady 
succession of  victories combined 
with his jovial personality and crazy 
self-advertising awarded him fame 
and universal popularity. His most 
memorable match-up was against the 
world champion at that time, Sonny Liston. 
Ali was heavily underestimated by pundits 
and experts but remained confident in 
himself. Before the match, he spoke his 
now-famous quote: “Float like a butterfly, 
sting like a bee. The hands can’t hit what the 
eyes can’t see.” In the end, he prevailed; with 
his quick right hooks and light feet, he forced 
Liston to quit on his stool at the end of  the 
sixth round, shocking the entire world. His 
career would go on for another 20 years, in 
which he won 56 fights, 37 by knockout, and 
lost only 5. 
 Ali was not only polarizing inside the 

ring, but also polarizing outside of  it, 
too; he was both admired and vilified in 
the 1960s and 1970s for his controversial 
stances on religion, politics and society. 
He refused to be drafted to the Vietnam 
War, rejected racial integration at the 
pinnacle of  the civil rights movement, 
converted from Christianity to Islam, and 
changed his name from Cassius Clay to 
Muhammad Ali. He was one of  the most 
loved and most hated people on the planet. 
 After he retired from the boxing ring, 

Ali started walking down the 
path of  spirituality. He gave 

speeches emphasizing 
peace, tolerance, and 
love. He traveled to 
Africa and Iraq on 

diplomatic missions and 
spoke to them there. 
He became even 
more involved in civil 
rights and ensured 

that African Americans would 
get the rights they deserved. 
In 2005, he even received the 

Presidential Citizens Medal and 
the Presidential Medal of  

Freedom for his efforts. 
However,  in the last 

years of  his life, he 
was diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s disease, 

which limited his 
mobility and ability to communicate. 

As a result, he rarely showed his face, and he 
rarely went out of  his house. 
 Muhammad Ali is widely regarded as a 
significant and celebrated sports figure in 
the 20th century. His quip-ready personality, 
his elegant boxing style, his controversial 
yet needed ideals and beliefs, his dignified 
attitude—these traits are what made Ali so 
special. And they continue to make Ali a 
hero, even after his passing. 

The captains of the girls cross 
country team warm up for a race.  

MALHAR KHANDARE



No Room For De-feet
By ROHAN ROY, junior

Rio Olympics: A Display of Excellence... or Failure?

 INSTEAD OF just lounging at the beach 
or riding roller coasters at Six Flags, both 
the boys and girls soccer teams have been 
training intensely over the summer in order 
to prepare for the upcoming season. Along 
with the discipline gained from practicing in 
brutal summer workouts, both teams have 
experienced players, great leadership, and 
supportive coaches, all of  which will help the 
Hawks in their run for a GMC title. Through 
hard work and determination, the Hawks 
look to slow down perennial pomwers South 
Brunswick, East Brunswick, and Monroe, 
and pull out victories against their storied 
rivals this season. Although they are halfway 
through the season, both teams are still 
showing signs of  progress each day.
 So far this season, the boys soccer team 
has been rebuilding, as eleven seniors 
graduated last year and several key players 
have faced injuries this year. Despite dealing 
with transitions, the team has consistently 
challenged the top teams in the county. 
The Hawks started the season with solid 
performances of  a 0-0 tie and 3-0 win against 
Piscataway and Perth Amboy, respectively. 
In each contest, the defense, which has 
been under the leadership of  Paul Trevidic 
(12) for two years, has been remarkable, and 
the offense has shown depth, with multiple 
players scoring in each game. 
 In particular, Darshan Patel (11) has been 
flourishing this season with six goals and 
three assists, even though he was sidelined 
the past year due to a torn ACL. In addition, 
senior captain Ryan Minor is second on the 
team with five goals, but an unfortunate 
hamstring injury has forced him to sit out. 
The team also relies heavily upon a skillful 

midfield consisting of  Darshan Patel, 
Arnav Jain (11), and Austin John (10), along 
with the advice of  experienced coach, Bill 
McMullen. Coach McMullen reflected upon 
the values the team embodies, commenting 
that “the boys of  the soccer team have 
unique chemistry and show their Hawk Pride 
in every contest, even starting a hair-dying 
tradition in 1991 just to show team unity.”
 The Lady Hawks have also had similar 
success on the fied. Under the intense training 
of  Coach Dato and her coaching staff, the 
Lady Hawks have had similar success on 
the field. The girls’ soccer team is led by 
senior captains Kinjal Shah, Lea Baumser, 
and Kayla Luis, who have helped this team 
develop into a competitive opponent this 
season. So far this season, juniors Caitlyn 
Shannon and Mikhayla Sabo have led the 
team with seven goals. In addition, the 
team’s goalkeepers, juniors Sarah Zimmer 
and Dakshina Palasmudrum, and freshman 
Rhea Telidevara have combined for 84 saves. 
When asked about the team’s performance, 
Kayla Luis (12), stated, “With the great 
coaches we have, the team is improving on 
every aspect of  the game. The seniors on 
this team have been great leaders on and off  
the field, serving as great role models for 
the underclassmen and contributing to our 
great team chemistry.” With experience and 
skill on this squad, the Lady Hawks look to 
improve along the way and make a run for 
the GMC trophy.
 Both squads this season have not been 
in the best of  form lately, but they have 
the talent to become the best teams in the 
county. The Hawks are improving everyday 
and are taking advantage of  every practice 
they have in order to get ready for the GMC 
tournament.

 IN A CAPTIVATING 2016 Summer 
Olympics, global athletes created indelible 
historical memories through their remarkable 
performances. Every Olympics, there is no 
shortage of  pure amazement at work, and 
at Rio 2016, it was no different. Throughout 
August, one day after another, the sheer 
greatness of  almost inhuman  athletic 
capabilities and the human 
spirit were on display for 
all to be inspired.
 At the very start, the 
world was introduced to 
the first ever refugee team, 
headed by 14 year old Yusra 
Mardini. In full Olympic spirit, 
millions witnessed them enter 
the opening ceremony with 
triumph and pride. That very 
Olympic spirit never wavered 
throughout the competition and 
was further exemplified during 
qualifications in the women’s 
5000m race between American 
Abbey D’Agostino and Nikki Hamblin of  
New Zealand. While D’Agostino was able 
to get up after the collision, she stayed 
behind with Hamblin and the two 
finished the race. 
 Even with the historic success of  the 
United States in past Olympic Games,  
the United States clearly dominated the 
podium this year more than ever before. 
With 121 total medals, 46 of  which were 
gold, America broke its own record of  110 
at Beijing for the highest number of  total 
medals won in a Summer Olympics in the 
21st century. The difference between the 
U.S. and China, second in the medal race, 
was a formidable 51 medals.
 The Rio Olympics was also a mix of  
results seen in the past, such as Usain Bolt’s 
three golds, Michael Phelps’ six medals, 

By SAMUEL CHEN 
and AVI SURA, sophomores

and both U.S. basketball squads winning 
gold, as well as results with implications 
for the future. Katie Ledecky gave us a new 
glimpse of  what was in store for the next 
few years. With five medals of  her own 
this summer, she looks to continue her 
own winning legacy and follow in Phelps’ 
footsteps. At only 19 years old, New Jersey’s 
Shakur Stevenson, New Jersey’s own, holds 
as bright of  a future after claiming silver 

in bantamweight boxing.
 However, the Olympics in Rio was not 
without its faults; the preparation for the 
Olympics was intruded by governmental 
blunders and environmental issues. One of  
the most frightening concerns for athletes 
and visitors alike was the threat of  the Zika 
virus. Together, Rio de Janeiro, Salvador, 
Belo Horizonte, Brasília, and Sao Paulo, five 
of  the major cities in Brazil, had suffered 

over 20,000 Zika virus cases since June 11. 
These atrocious numbers brought conflicting 
reports on whether the Olympics should be 
moved to prevent a worldwide outbreak of  
Zika, but the overall health and safety of  the 
millions of  people was Brazil’s main priority. 
Athletes Stephen Curry, Rory Mcilroy, and 
Jordan Spieth cited their concerns toward 
the virus before withdrawing themselves 
from the games, as the health implications of  

the virus dissuaded them from participating.
 Though the panic over Zika infiltrated the 
minds of  hundreds of  people, there were 
also many other growing concerns regarding 
the health and safety of  Rio’s public. Along 
with the polluted waters that ruptured 
Rio’s sanitation system came severe budget 
cuts that swept away basic operations. The 
cause of  this shortage of  money occurred 
three months prior to the Olympics: 

to step up and take charge.” Paul, the 
nephew of  a police officer, read the names 
of  the victims of  police brutality and asked 
for the audience to take a stand for those in 
need so another life is not lost. His influence 
did not end there; last year, Paul’s team, the 
Los Angeles Clippers, silently protested 
their team owner Donald Sterling’s racist 
remarks by changing out of  their Clippers 
uniforms during a game. Such protest has 
been increasing steadily over the years and 
will likely only increase in the near future.
 Meanwhile, at the Rio Olympics, swimmer 
Lilly King received a lot of  attention over 
the summer for wagging her finger at her 
Russian opponent Yulia Efimova who, 
despite having been banned twice for doping 
scandals in the past, was seen wagging 
her finger for “number one” earlier in the 
tournament. When asked about the incident, 
King responded, “You know, you’re shaking 
your finger No. 1 and you’ve been caught for 
drug cheating, I’m just not a fan.” Lilly later 
addressed the issue again when interviewed 
after winning the gold, when she mockingly 
announced, “It’s incredible, just winning a 
gold medal, and knowing I did it clean.” Her 
comment was portrayed as unsportsmanlike 
by many critics, but King is proud of  her 
actions, saying that “it’s something that 
needs to be dealt with.”
 Perhaps Lilly King slightly trespassed 
the bounds of  sportsmanship in her 
stand against drug usage, but this kind of  
enthusiastic protest is exactly what is needed 
in a world where controversial issues are so 
prevalent. There are only so many judges 
and courts in the world to decide what is 
right or wrong, and athletes seem to have 
caught on, realizing that they, too, have the 
power to make a difference.

President Dilma Rousseff ’s impeachment 
trial had begun, bringing violence and 
budget regulations. With the shrinking 
economy, Brazil faced a catastrophic period 
of  instability because it needed sufficient 
funds to support the renovations of  hotels 
and plazas for the incoming athletes and 
fans. The Rio state government employees 
claimed to have not been paid for months due 
to the prolonged turmoil, causing officials 

to strike for their lack of  payment and 
leaving the city in disorder. 

Moreover, as the world faced 
a period of  terrorism, Brazil 
could not risk national security 

as the Olympics mandated 
intense security to ensure the 

protection of  all those attending. 
 The government urgently 
needed funds to supply its 
officials, for Governor Francisco 
Dornelles said the games would 
be a failure without them. Though 
the country had received about 
$850 million for the time being, 
the disorder that had begun could 

not buy a complete solution.  For the time 
being, the money the nation earned was put 
to employing a sufficient number of  officials 
and restoring the governmental dilemma that 

encroached upon the people. However, the 
vice-governor still faced a $5.5 billion debt 
and was obliged to cut spendings in health, 

security, pensions, and servant salaries.  
  Economic misfortune and political 
instability, along with the presence of  a 
frightening new disease, made Rio’s job 
of  hosting the Olympics notably difficult. 
However, this did not impede Brazil’s 
efforts to make the Rio Olympics one to 
remember with its limited budget. Even in 
spite of  the controversy and disorder that 
persisted during the Games, the medals, 
records, and achievements are what will 
ultimately be remembered, leaving a legacy 
that will go down in history. 

Athletes “Tackle” Issues
By RISHABH KAPOOR, senior

 BECAUSE OF THE PROMINENCE of  sports 
in society, professional athletes generally 
tend to garner huge fan followings; many of  
them use their athletic careers as platforms 
for social issues. The great Muhammad Ali, 
who passed away earlier this year, was one of  
the first to do so, actively speaking out against 
and refusing to participate in Vietnam War 
because it was against his religion. As a result, 
he was incarcerated, but staying strong to his 
beliefs, he was later released and came back 
to win a Heavyweight Championship, setting 
a precedent that is being followed now more 
than ever before.
 The headlines lately have been heavily 
focused on NFL quarterback Colin 
Kaepernick. When asked about his 
controversial decision to kneel during 
the national anthem before a game, he 
responded, “I am not going to stand up 
to show pride in a flag for a country that 
oppresses black people and people of  color. 
To me, this is bigger than football and it 
would be selfish on my part to look the other 
way.” He has received serious backlash from 
critics who believe that he is disrespecting the 
flag and the country. However, Kaepernick 
has stayed firm in his thoughts, and the 
NFL released a statement soon afterwards 
stating that “players are encouraged but not 
required to stand during the playing of  the 
national anthem.” 
 Similarly, during the ESPYS Sports 
Awards over the summer, NBA players 
Carmelo Anthony, Chris Paul, Dwyane 
Wade, and LeBron James opened with a 
speech protesting police brutality. They 
made a strong plea for change, with Carmelo 
Anthony “calling for all [his] fellow athletes 
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