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JPS Unites in Face of Haiti Crisis
 ON TUESDAY, January 12, a 
terrifying earthquake unexpectedly 
struck Haiti’s capital, Port-au-
Prince. Towering at a dangerous 
7.0 on the Richter scale, this 
catastrophic earthquake resulted 
in an estimated 30,000 to 50,000 
casualties. Just eight days later, 
a second 5.9 level earthquake 
added to the death toll. With 
limited medical supplies, aid, 
and doctors, the situation in 
Haiti almost seems hopeless. 
 John P. Stevens is taking a stand 
and uniting to help the Haitians 
recover from the disaster. The 
funds raised from the ongoing 
project, directed by the head of  
extracurricular activities, Mrs. 
DiGioa, are tentatively scheduled to 

The Night of Classical Music Rings

 MAKING THINGS up on the 
spot is not always easy, but the 
J.P. Stevens’ Improv troupe pulls 
it off  expertly. The Improv 
troupe hosted another hilariously 
entertaining show on Friday, 
January 15. The show, called 
“Electrostatic Exhaustion,” was a 
big hit and so many people came 
that more chairs were needed. For 
only $3 a ticket, students could 
see the acclaimed Improv troupe 
at work. In the end, all the money 
collected from entrance fees and 

Laughter at Improv

By ALISSA ABOFF, senior

Our Tribute to Mrs. Cone 

By ALEX CHANG, freshman

By ANJANA SREEDHAR, freshman By NAOMI LEE, junior
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snacks went to a scholarship fund 
in Mrs. Cone’s name that would be 
given to one lucky senior at the end 
of  the year. The show presented 
two new additions to the Improv 
group: Jennna Auston and Mary 
Lou Gaissert. Both performed 
extremely well and spoke with 
the ease of  seasoned actors.   
 The show itself  lasted two 
hours, during which there were 
a number of  games made up of  
random stories. One such game 
took place in hell. In the game, 
everyone ended up in hell because 
of  some ridiculous sin or the  

go to the Bush-Clinton Foundation, 
established by former Presidents 
George W. Bush and Bill Clinton.      
  The first clubs to volunteer their 

help were the Student Council and 
the French and Spanish Honor 
Societies. Soon, however, the 
program was extended to the whole 

school, and now more and more 
extra curricular clubs are teaming 
up to fundraise. Key Club, for 

Seniors Matt Petrucelli and Kirk Geritano lead the 
troupe in an act that draws laughter from the crowd.

 SEVEN-THIRTY AM, I collect my 
books at my locker and grudgingly 
make my way towards homeroom, 
hardly awake and hardly prepared 
to take my second period math 
test. College application deadlines 
are looming in the distance, and I 
am  worried  that  I  will  not  finish 
on time. Stressed and apprehensive 
about the near and distant future, 
I turn the corner into homeroom. 
 I am greeted by a smile, a wave.  
“Hello,” Mrs. Cone says to me. “Are 
you doing alright?” I smile and nod. 
 She asks me if  I am enjoying my 
senior year. We chat about college 
applications and she asks how 
my brothers are doing. Talking to 
Ms. Cone, I feel my spirits slowly 
lift: her sense of  humor and kind 
smile add a spark of  light to 

an otherwise gloomy morning.   
 “And remember,” she tells me, 
“If  you ever need anything, you 
can  always  stop  by  my  office.” 
 “Thank you,” I say as she leaves.
 Ms. Cone had been my guidance 
counselor for two years. In just 
two years, Ms. Cone had taken the 
time to get to know me both as a 

student and as an individual. She 
was there to help me out with all 
of  my concerns, however serious 
or however trivial they may be. 
When you go to a school as big as 
J.P. Stevens, it is reassuring to know 
that someone is there who has your 
back, that someone is there to listen. 

freshman Timothy Guan. It set the 
pace for the rest of  the concert, 
as freshman Anneliese Klensetsky 
stepped up to the microphone and 

 ON JANUARY 27 at 7:30pm, 
the first Night of  Classical Music 
was held to a large audience. The 
event idea was conceived by Mr. 
Verdi, the orchestra director, 
and it brought together various 
orchestra and choir groups 
along with a quartet and talented 
soloists. All of  the pieces that were 
performed were from the Classical 
time period, and they wove an 
enchanting spell over the audience 
as the evening progressed. 
 The evening began with the 
nearly 200-member concert choir 
singing “Ave Verum,” a slow 
and calm piece by W.A. Mozart 
accompanied on the piano by 

sang her solo, “Sure on this Shining 
Night” by Samuel Barber. Then, the 
choir and orchestra came together

» continued on page 11

Senior Winstin Wu leads the orchestra in a final warm-
up before they take the stage for their performance.

» continued on page 11

Big Success at HMUN

Freshmen Kaycee Devoogd (upper right) and sophomore 
Julia Kononiuk (lower right) collect funds for Haiti.

The JPSMUN executive board triumphs after the hard-
fought victory at the Harvard Model UN conference. 

 AFTER GRABBING a string of  
accolades at William and Mary 
the past November, J.P. Stevens’ 

By SHASHWAT CHUGH, 
sophomore

elite  Model United Nations team 
shifted its focus towards a new 
challenge. This time around, the 
stage was Harvard College, one 
of  the  world’s most prestigious

By SUHASINI NEELAM, 
freshman

 JOEL STEIN is a man with 
a past. A very familiar past.  
          Yes; before the years at Stanford, 
before the teaching gig at Princeton 
University, before the stint as an 
L.A. Times columnist, before the 
gut-wrenchingly hilarious columns 
in Time Magazine, even before he 
had George Clooney over for 
dinner, Joel Stein was a J.P. Stevens 
Hawk. He went through the same 
schooling, read the same literature, 
and walked the same halls.  In fact, 
he was a features editor of  this 
very newspaper; he is the stuff  of  
Hawkeye legend, and the example 
to which we all hopelessly aspire.  
 As my fellow avid readers 
of  Time Magazine know, Joel is 
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 TEACHERS, parents, and older siblings 
say that high school is a great time to expand 
our social horizons and become friends with 
new and different people. This is especially 
true in the melting pot of  J.P. Stevens. 
Here, students come from a wide range 
of  nationalities and cultural backgrounds, 
and with over two thousand students 
in the school, there is always someone 
new to meet. But, out of  all these 
students, how many do we actually 
get to know, or rather, allow ourselves 
to know? The answer: not many.
 Self-segregation is the reason we 
do not associate with everyone 
around us. Although 
students  have ample 
opportunity to 
mingle and make 
new friends, most 
choose instead to 
divide themselves 
into social circles 
consisting of  people with 
similar backgrounds 
and interests. Self-
segregation and cliques 
have spread from the TV 
screen to real high schools, 
including our own. If  you go 
to J.P., you’ll notice that kids 
tend to group together based on their class 
schedule, hobbies, extracurricular activities, 
and other interests. We may not call these 
cliques by generic names like jocks and 
brainiacs, but they still exist. Moreover, they 
are an uglier problem than the media may 
suggest with its catchy music and big stars. 
 Cliques are destructive. Their policy of  
exclusion breaks up friendships and lowers 
self-esteem. The drama it creates is just 
another burden for students already weighed 
down by homework and extracurricular 
obligations. Furthermore, the problems they 
cause detract from the educational experience 

the day if  they do not take the same level 
courses. However, there does not seem to 
be a way around the separation of  classes. 
 Clubs and extracurricular activities are 
another reason for self-segregation. The 
vast and ever increasing number of  clubs 
we have is one of  the highlights of  J.P., 
but these clubs have become another form 
of  cliques as they have divided our school 
into ever smaller groups based on interests. 
Furthermore, many of  these clubs demand 
many hours that prevent members from 
mingling with students from other clubs 
and activities. Even though these divisions 

are unintentional, the consequences 
are serious. Most students 

would say that most of  
their friends belong to 
the same clubs, sports, 
and activities as they do. 

The cliques created by 
divisions between 

school activities 
only exacerbate 

the growing problem 
of  self-segregation. 

 When most people think of  
segregation they think of  the 1960s 

civil rights movement. While we are 
slowly winning the battle against racial 

segregation, another form of  segregation 
has taken hold. No longer are we divided 
along racial or cultural lines but we still stand 
separated socially. And while these cliques 
may not seem like a big deal, they have a 
profound effect on school unity and spirit. 
Perhaps it is time for another revolution, 
a movement of  change to break down 
the divisive barriers we have constructed 
in our little social groups. Perhaps when 
these walls are torn down we will realize 
that we actually do have a lot in common.

DEAR READER,
 Take a break from studying for that 
history test, or that science quiz. Put aside 
your copy of  Hamlet. Give your graphing 
calculator a few minutes to itself. Now, 
take a moment to think back to your pre-
school days. Remember when 
sharing your box of  crayons or 
exchanging snacks at lunch was 
all it took to make a new friend? 
Now fast-forward one decade. 
Thanks to Facebook, that process 
has been made even simpler. 
 For those of  you who’ve 
managed to steer clear of  the social 
phenomenon, or have somehow 
remained blissfully oblivious to it, 
I’ll take a few moments to explain. 
Created in the dorm of  a Harvard 
computer whiz, Facebook is a 
self-proclaimed “social utility” 
that helps you “connect and share 
with the people in your life.”  New 
Facebook users are advised to join 
a network (such as J.P. Stevens 
High School, which has over 2,000 
members) and ‘add’ friends, both of  which 
can be accomplished with a click of  a 
button. Once these initial steps have been 
taken care of, users are welcome to explore 
the wonderful world of  Facebook. You can 
take quizzes that will determine anything 
from what Ivy League college is for you to 
which species of  bird you most resemble; 
find insulting, embarrassing, or disgustingly 
mushy “bumper stickers” to send to your 
friends; develop a Farmville addiction; or 

join every fan page that has some small 
connection with your life. What could be 
better? Judging by how much of  our time 
gets sucked into Facebook, it 
would seem that little 
else is more 
important. 

 But let’s take a moment to look over 
just how ridiculous this is. For starters, how 
many  of   your  five-hundred-something 

friends are you actually friends with? Let’s be 
honest. That questionable-looking person 

from Arkansas that you worked on a 
resolution with at your last Model UN 
conference probably doesn’t remember 

you, let alone consider you a friend. 
I think the same can be said for 

the kid you haven’t spoken to 
since gym class in eighth grade. 

On to the quizzes. Sadly, Facebook 
isn’t the most accurate judge of  which 
college you’ll go to, so that quiz predicting 
that you will spend next fall in a Yale dorm 
room probably wasn’t all too reliable. And I 
don’t think that taking quizzes to determine 
which presidential scandal best suits you 
will help you much on the upcoming 
history quiz. As for Farmville? It’s safe to 
say that nothing that involves harvesting 
virtual corn won’t get you very far. 

 None of  this is new. So even though  
Facebook is an absolute waste of  

time, why do we keep going 
back? Even as I was writing 

this article, I would end 
up on Facebook, with no 

clear recollection of  how I 
got there. Is there something in 

our conscience quietly egging us 
on towards this cycle of  procrastination? 
Have Facebook and its addictive applications 
become such an integral part of  our lives that 
we can’t help but be constantly drawn to it? 
Granted, it’s only a distraction as of  now, but 
who’s to say that it won’t lead to the creation 
of  a Facebook-Addicts Anonymous? 
 But on a happier note, if  this really is the 
case,  at  least  we’ll  have  our  five-hundred-
something friends by our side…right?

Facebook: A New Type of Addiction
By SHIVANI PANDIT, junior

Facing Self-Segregation and Cliques
By MEGAN BEISPIEL, freshman and the nurturing environment of  school.

 Students do not come to school just to 
memorize facts from books and lectures. We 
come here to learn about ourselves and the 
world around us by exposing ourselves to 
new experiences and people. Our education 
is not only found in the classrooms but 
also among our peers as we learn and grow 
together as a school. However, cliques make 
all this impossible. How will we be able to 
explore and expand when we are fenced in 
on all sides by exclusive groups? How can 

we expect to come 

together in school unity when we cannot 
even get along with our own classmates? 
 Since cliques are so degrading, why do we 
form them in the first place? Academic levels 
are  definitely  one  of   the  reasons  for  self-
segregation in J.P. Stevens. Because there are 
levels for the majority of  the classes available 
at J.P., honors kids are forced to work with 
only honors kids, level one kids associate with 
only level one kids, and so on. Some students 
never even get to see their friends throughout 
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 STUDENTS CROWD around the sign-up 
sheets strewn across the lunch room table. 
 “Don’t forget,” Mr. Advisor yells, “If  you 
don’t have 35 points by April, you won’t get 
your cord!” The mob of  coats and 
backpacks swarm even 
closer together, 
e v e r y 
student 
t r y i n g 
to get the 
chance to 
bring a few 
cookies for the 
next bake sale. 
 A few feet away, 
separate from the 
pack of  people, a tall 
surly boy calls out to 
his friend, who happens to be next in 
“line” for the pen, “Yo, can you sign me 
up for something? I gotta go to SHS.”
 “Gotcha!” What a good friend. 
 Three people down, a girl who had 
been patiently waiting for her turn at 
the sign-up sheets rolls her eyes but 
lets  it  go…until  she finally gets 
hold  of   the  pen  and  finds 
out that Rob and his good 
friend had taken up the 
last two slots on the sheet. 
 Whether you’re a 
member of  the Spanish, 
Social Studies, French, 
English, Science, 
Arts, Technology,  
or Latin (did I 
miss any?) Honor 
Societies, this scene must be familiar to you. 
Outstanding students who hold membership 
to four different honor societies and simply 
don’t have enough afternoons in a week to 
attend every club meeting; honor societies 
that dangle that coveted graduation cord 
in front of  their ambitious members and 
tally points to determine who “deserves” 
a cord and who doesn’t; those same 
ambitious students trying their best to 
“stay active” in each society, ultimately 
resorting to “Hey, sign me in at SSHS and 
I’ll sign you in at SNHS?” and assorted 
mob tactics to hoard enough points for 
that wonderful piece of  pretty string. 
 Sounds horrible, right? Well, I’ll admit, it is. 
 I am president of  the National Honor 
Society.  I’m supposed to be the last person 
to admit there is something amiss about our 
honor society system. Frankly, I didn’t think 
there was anything wrong. To an honor 
society executive board member, there 
always seems to be something going on. We 
work hard to provide as many opportunities 
to earn points as we can. Between the twenty 

slots on the bake sale sheet for November 
and  January,  the  flower  sales  for  February 
and March, this walk and that charity event, 
we have a biased view of  how many chances 
our members have to earn some 

points. And, oh, 
thirty people 
vying  to sign 

up for an 
e v e n t ? 
Great! We 
all love 
NHS! It 
wasn’t 
u n t i l 

a good 
f r i e n d 

approached me 
one day, fed up with playing 
nice at the game of  “Sign 
Up” (waiting politely in 
line and never getting the 

chance to earn some 
points) that I realized  

something was 

flawed  in  our  system. 
 I asked around the school: “Do you think 
our honor societies are honorable?” “No. 
No. No. No. No.” Those nays bothered 
me for days. I didn’t want to be head of  
an organization that had street cred for 
being dishonorable. “Why?” I asked. Why 
so much hate? How did all these honor 
societies get to where they are today? I 
set off  to do some research, starting with 
the  problem:  the  definition  of   honor.
 There is a fundamental issue with our 
honor societies: our conception of  the 
“honor”  society  is  inherently  flawed. 
Contrary to popular belief, “honor” does 
not explicitly stand for Six-Pillars Honor. 
Rather, honor societies were established to 
honor their members, as in: “The purpose of  
the society is to recognize high achievement 
of  high school students in the Spanish and 
Portuguese languages…” (Spanish Honor 
Society By Laws and Constitution), “The 
purpose of  this organization shall be to 
encourage  […]  recognition  of   scientific 

and intellectual thought.” (Science National 
Honor Society Constitution), and “The 
National Art Honor Society program [was 
created to] inspire and recognize the students 
who have shown an outstanding ability in 
art” (National Art Honor Society website).
 This isn’t to say that honor society 
students don’t have to be honorable. 
If  we’re talking about capital “H” 
Honor, well, all students should be 
honorable—honor society member or not.
 Honor societies have clearly outlined 
purposes: to recognize students for their 
outstanding academic achievements in a 
particular subject area. So why don’t we 
do that? What’s wrong with admitting 
academically talented students into honor 
societies and promising each one a cord 
at graduation? Isn’t that the promise 
made  when  students  are  first  inducted? 
  That  is  my  first  proposal:  guarantee  a 

cord for every inducted member. They’ve 
done their job of  being exceptionally 
talented  in  a  specific  subject.  Grant  them 
the recognition that they deserve. Some 
may say this devalues the currency of  cords, 
but if  an honor society’s exclusivity is really 
the issue, the duty would fall on the faculty 
committee that selects the initial members, 
not the honor society. Either accept that 
a larger honor society will mean a larger 
group of  inactive students or ask the 
faculty committee to be selective from the 
start. Putting students in the midst of  this 
limbo, forcing members to fight for a cord, 
invariably results in “dishonorable” conduct.   
 So, give everyone a cord and do away with 
all the requirements. Now what? Now that 
honor societies have been stripped of  their 
primary purpose (keeping members on board 
by dangling that graduation cord in front of  
them), what are honor societies supposed 
to do? Why, continue with their events! It is 
insulting for an honor society to think that 

without some sort of  material incentive 
for their members, no one will attend their 
activities. If  your event is exciting enough, 
fun enough, entertaining enough, anyone 
will come. Key Club’s volleyball tournament 
attracts non-Key Club volleyball players. JPS 
Got Talent draws in students who want to 
be entertained. And closer to home base, the 
Spanish Honor Society held a “Celebracion 
de la Navidad” (Christmas Celebration) party 
just before winter break. There was good 
food (that’s usually the clincher), a Secret 
Santa exchange, and a DJ in the A-wing. 
It was one of  the most successful school-
hosted parties I’ve ever attended. Members 
and non-members alike are going to show 
up to events if  they are interested. Honor 
societies can still hold their cultural events 
and guest speaker seminars because members 
looking for more than simple recognition 
will continue participating. An honor society 
cannot force its members to be interested. 
We should have faith that members who are 
inducted are good students in the subject 
and are interested and enthusiastic about 
whatever they’re good at; it all works out.
 Honor societies are an essential part 
of  the J.P. Stevens academic and extra-
curricular environment. As an honor society 
president,  I  find  it  all  the  more  fitting  to 
actively propose changes to improve our 
honor society system. The next time I 
survey my classmates, the 
question will no 

longer be, “Are our honor societies 
honorable?” but “Are our honor 
societies successful and effective?” To 
which I hope to hear, after the proper 
changes are made: Yes, yes, yes, and yes. 

 NOSTRILS FLARED, eyes narrowed, 
legs poised, and ready to run. I allow 
myself  quick glances at the surrounding 
competition, but my focus is on one 
thing alone—the event sign-up sheets.
 When the club president dismisses the 
crowd, the entire Honors Society transforms 
from obedient audience into frantic mob. 
People push, shove, and claw at each 
other in their desperate attempts to sign-
up for community service events and bake 
sales  in order  to  fulfill  their precious point 
requirement. The smaller and weaker students 
send their more aggressive friends into the 
mob to sign up for them, but sometimes 
even that is not enough to secure a volunteer 
opportunity. In the midst of  my own 
desperate attempts to prove myself  a worthy 
member of  the school honors societies, 

I stop and wonder—where is the honor? 
 Now, don’t get me wrong. I am involved 
in several honor societies and for the most 
part, I do not regret joining them. But let’s 
face it…we’re missing the point. At least 
75% of  honors society members are in the 
clubs for two reasons: to have something 
to brag about on their college applications 
and to wear a cord on graduation day. 
 Unfortunately, there’s little anyone 
can do to change a person’s motives for 
participating. However, some things can 
be done to bring our school’s honor 
societies back to their honorable core.
 First, get  rid of  the point systems 
and service quotas. If  members are 
only participating in community service 
opportunities because it will earn them 
points, they don’t deserve to be called 
“honorable.” Tell them they aren’t obligated 
to help out, and reward the students 

who step up and participate anyway.
 Secondly, make the event sign-ups more 
member-friendly. It’s glaringly obvious 
that  the  “watch-our-members-fight-to-the-
death” method is not working. Instead of  
leaving the sign-up sheets in the front of  
the room and letting the students battle each 
other, pass around multiple sheets during 
meetings, and don’t let the same person sign 
up for multiple events. This more peaceful 
approach will give everyone an equal chance 
to participate and won’t give the more 
aggressive members an unfair advantage. 
 Finally, urge the clubs to take a more 
active role in our community, and allow 
non-members to follow our lead. Exclusive 
events are great for member bonding time, 
but aren’t we supposed to be setting an 
example for the rest of  the school? We all 
pledged to “lead forward in all things that 
shall advance the welfare of  the school and 

Reviving Honor Societies: What Students Can Do

A Note from the Hawkeye Staff:

The purpose of  these articles is to 
create an open forum to discuss how 
honor societies in general can be further 
improved. Students agree that honor 
societies are an integral part of  our 
school; there is no question as to their 
value. These articles present different 
viewpoints on how honor societies can 
be made more efficient and representative 
of  the principles they stand for. Students 
have no intention of  singling out any 
particular honor society or situation. The 
goal is to create constructive dialogue.  

By KRISTINA KNIGHT, senior

By JENNIFER SUN, senior

A Constructive Discourse on Honor Societies

community,” but all we really seem to do 
is hole up in our classrooms and organize 
events  that  benefit  ourselves.  It’s  time  to 
take the initiative and sponsor events that 
allow both members and non-members alike 
to get involved and serve the community.
 I’m picturing graduation day: a sea of  
Dartmouth-green gowns, loosely-hanging 
tassels, and golden cords on the shoulders 
of  hundreds of  honor society students. As 
I walk down the center aisle of  the Rutgers 
Athletic Center, I want to be able to say to 
myself, “I’m wearing these cords not because 
I fought my way to fifty points, not because 
I took shortcuts and weaseled my way into  
clubs, and not because the advisors made me 
participate, but because I decided to set an 
example and cling to integrity.” I hope  that 
my fellow society members feel the same way, 
so that we may finish off  the year “being true 
to the principles” these societies stand for. 
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 AN AMERICAN JOURNALIST once said, 
“The whole purpose of  education is to turn 
mirrors into windows.” In other words, 
education is intended to free us from the 
limits of  our own thoughts and to expose 
us to the world. Teachers have invented 
multiple methods of  opening up our minds, 
the most controversial being independent 
study. The words “independent study” 
incite different reactions depending on who 
you ask. To J.P. Steven’s most diligent and 
independent students, independent study is 
a beneficial way for students to learn material 
at their own pace. To J.P.’s procrastination-
prone students, however, independent study 
means cramming information last minute 
without really grasping the ideas. In the 
long run, does independent study fog our 
window of  knowledge or clear it?
 The logistics of  independent 
study are straightforward. Since 
there is not enough class time to 
cover all material, teachers may 
schedule a test date and simply 
instruct students to learn a certain 
amount of  material on their 
own for the test. For students, 
there is no longer a need to 
pull an “all-nighter” because 
they  coincidentally  had  a  five-
hour sports practice the night 
before the test. Independent 
study allows students to tailor 
their  study  time  to  fit  in  their  busy 
schedules, which is more convenient 
for all students who participate in 
extracurricular activities. Furthermore, a 
sense of  freedom blossoms from getting 
an independent study task, because it allows 
students to personalize their lessons by letting 
students skip over familiar material and learn 
only new material. Finally, independent study 
teaches  a  student  how  to  be  self-sufficient 

Independent Study: The Best Way to Learn?  

 AT THE END of  every year, right before the 
clock strikes twelve, we make resolutions 
for what we want to accomplish in the next 
year. However, things aren’t always as easy as 
they seem. Resolutions don’t just magically 
come true; we must work to achieve them. 
 More often than not, we put a lot of  time 

and effort into what we want our resolutions 
to be. However, we do not put nearly half  
as much effort into working toward our 
goals. Many people know exactly what 
they want to accomplish for the next year. 
Whether it is academic or sports-related, 
we all have goals that we want to reach 
each year. But a few months later, when 
we’re busy with homework or struggling to 

 EVER SINCE J.P. Stevens’ production 
of  The Crucible, life in school hallways 
seems to have imitated art. With the new 
crackdown on the dress code, our school 
has gone on a witch hunt for boxers, 
bra straps, and other revealing clothing.
 Of  course, that is not to say that such 
offenses are entirely excusable. Seeing 
boxer shorts and bra straps have become 
as  common  as  finding  gum  stuck  to  the 
underside of  classroom desks. Even though 
I come to school tired every morning, I am 
jolted awake by the sight of  sheer leggings 
and low-cut tops that leave little to the 
imagination. Admittedly, I’m a bit old-
fashioned: I don’t know the names of  all 
the Jonas Brothers, can’t stand Taylor Swift, 
and despise instant-messaging shorthand. 
But I know that I am not the only one 
disturbed by the way some students dress. 
 The faculty must realize that the dress 
code issue is not a form of  student rebellion 
or a means of  deliberate disrespect; it is a 
matter of  self-esteem. The teen years can 
be the most awkward time in a person’s life; 
fitting in seems paramount in social success. 

And in this desperate attempt to belong, 
students often sacrifice good  fashion sense 
in order to feel respected and attractive. 
 The J.P. Stevens faculty stands not only to 
educate students, but also to provide them 
with the support and guidance that they 
may not receive at home. As role models, 
they should not see this as a black-and-white 
problem. Instead of  punishing students, 
teachers must treat them understandingly 
and realize that there is more to this problem 
than conscious disobedience. While teachers 
should encourage students to adhere to 
the dress code, they should do so without 
making school an unfriendly environment.
 In the end, enforcing the dress code is far 
from the most pressing issue. While such 
offenses are made in poor taste, I feel that 
our teachers give them more importance 
than they deserve. Of  course, inappropriate 
clothing is a poor habit that should not be 
permitted in an academic environment. 
However, in comparison to other behavioral 
issues like smoking, skipping classes, and 
cheating, the way students dress is not as 
significant a concern. The emphasis on dress 
code is only taking one step in overcoming the 
numerous challenges that our school faces. 

balance school and extracurricular activities, 
how many of  us actually have the patience 
to follow through with our resolutions? 
 When the time comes to make resolutions, 
I’m pretty sure that most of  us have more 
than one. There are so many things we 
want to improve for the new year that 
one just doesn’t seem enough. But maybe 
that’s why it’s so hard to keep up with all 
the resolutions we make. While we try to 
balance school and co-curricular activities, 
we  don’t  really  take  the  time  to  reflect  on 
what we really wanted to accomplish. I 
know that by the end of  the year, I can’t 
even remember what my resolutions were! It 
might be a good idea to pick one resolution 
this year that we deeply care about. There 
are a lot of  things that we want to do, but 
it would be easier to focus our energy and 
time on one main resolution rather than 
trying to balance multiple things at once.
 Also, many people imagine their 
resolutions to be harder than they really are. 
Resolutions always have the reputation for 
being next to impossible. Think about this: 
when we ask a person how their resolutions 
turned out, how often do they actually tell 
us that they accomplished them? It seems 
as though the minute we start working on 
our resolutions, we give up on them. But in 
reality, if  we persist in achieving that goal, 
it will not be that difficult. Sure, it will take 
plenty of  time and effort, but all our actions 
will be worth it when our resolutions actually 
come true. For example, many people 
set  the goal of  getting straight A’s for the 
marking period. Then less than two weeks 
later, when they receive a B on a test, they 
give up and say that their resolutions have 
failed. However, it is possible to receive a B 

Underwear Witch Hunt

and still end up with a final A average as long 
as people persist in studying and excelling in 
their classes. But the minute one small detail 
of  our plan goes wrong, we start doubting 
our ability to accomplish our resolutions. 
We begin to slack off, and shortly after, the 
entire resolution is forgotten. The most 
important thing is to focus on the main 
idea: to achieve that resolution. Along the 
way, things are going to go wrong, and 
we will want to give up on our plans. But 
errors and mistakes are normal. In fact, if  
we can achieve a resolution without having 
to overcome any obstacles along the way, 
we may want to rethink the standards 
that we are setting for our goals! Just like 
anything else that we try to achieve in life, 
accomplishing our resolutions will require 
an ample amount of  energy and unwavering  
perseverance. Simply staring at the textbook 
won’t earn us a good grade, but studying 
will. Holding a basketball in our hands won’t 
make us better players, but practicing always 
helps. It’s about how much we really want 
to achieve that goal, because if  we really 
want to, we’ll put in the necessary effort.
 This year has just begun and there is a 
lot of  time left before New Year’s comes 
around again, so we have plenty of  time 
to plan our goals. But maybe this year, try 
something different. It’s easy to just come 
up with resolutions, but it is much more 
difficult  to  challenge  ourselves  to  actually 
accomplish those resolutions. It is going to 
take a lot of  time and effort to fulfill them, 
but in the end, the rewards are well worth 
the effort. So next year when New Year’s 
Eve arrives once again, one resolution we 
should have is to stick to our resolutions. Just 
make sure we follow through on that one. 

New Year, New You: Sticking To Resolutions

and to manage their time better. Whether we 
are freshmen or seniors, independent study 
reinforces our capability to learn ourselves 
rather than be spoon-fed by teachers.
 However, independent study also has its 
downsides, especially if  students succumb 
to the hours of  late-night procrastination. 
A common adage states, “When the cat’s 
away, the mice will play.” Likewise, a 
lack of  a structured time frame 
and the support of  
teachers will reduce 
the motivation needed for 
self-study. While 
independent study seems 
to “mold” well around 
our busy schedules, I 
often  find  myself  
doing most of  

the work the day before. 
Surprising? Procrastination is dee p l y 
ingrained in us, and truthfully, we still 
lack discipline and are vulnerable to the 

Facebook monster and other 
distractions. The fact that 
independent study spans 
a period of  time 
makes the material 
less urgent for 
us Facebook 

u s e r s . 
Instead of  

taking advantage 
of  the time, most 

of  us waste it.
 Moreover, it is 

usually  more  difficult  and  time-consuming 
to demystify the material by ourselves. 

By RIA SEN, freshman

By JENNIFER SUN, freshman

Human nature has it that if  something is 
not appealing, we tend to stray away from 
it. In the case of  independent study, we 
students miss the antics of  the teacher, their 

witty memory tricks, and their corny 
(but helpful) jokes. The biggest loss 
of  all is that we miss the lessons that 
teachers put an indisputable amount 

of  effort to put together. Once I 
heard a student refer to her math 
teacher as “the Picasso of  math”, 
for the teacher “effortlessly 

painted her mural of  exponents 
and logarithms on the chalkboard.” 

The passionate emotion behind 
some teachers’ lessons and lectures 
smoothly pave the roads of  our 

education. Independent study, 
however, does not teach us 

anything. Most of  the time, 
in order to pass independent 
study tests, we rely on last-
minute cramming, or worse, 
we try squish as many facts as 

possible on a teacher-approved 
“cheat sheet.” Legibility of  miniscule 
handwriting on the index card raises one 
issue, but the key concern is whether students 
even understand the topic. What good is it if  
a tattered blue index card knows everything 
about the Krebs Cycle but we don’t? We 
will not be allowed to take an index card 

during the SAT IIs or AP Biology test. 
Independent study will never have the 
same effect as learning from teachers. 
 Independent study was derived 

as an alternate means of  learning while 
learning responsibility, but its implications 
and results vary. While it has been proven 
to be effective for some students, others 
do  not  find  it  as  appealing.  Regardless  of  
whether we like independent study or not, 
it  serves  to  fulfill  the  same  purpose  of  
education: to equip us with the knowledge 
and skill that we need to achieve success.

By JULLIAN BAO, freshman
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time to gather information than distribute it, 
so it is understandable that everyone from 
the NLCHP to the US government will 
try to reduce the time taken to gather that 
information. We still use the same method 
to gather information we did half  a century 
ago–men with clipboards asking questions.
 More important than the lack of  real 
information is the public’s changed outlook 
toward information. We are, on the whole, 
far less skeptical than we were fifty years ago. 
Just look at advertisements from the post-
WWII era and compare them to today’s. 
Back then, pictures were not as emphasized, 
and every product came with a detailed 
explanation and at least some semblance 
of   scientific  reasoning.  Today,  no  smart 
advertiser uses more than a sentence or two, 
preferring  pictures  and  slogans.  Scientific 
explanations? They are nowhere to be found.
 This is not to say that information of  any 
kind is not available at all. If  I wanted to know 
the name of  an ancient Sumerian king, or the 
structure of  the new Frank Gehry building, 
I  could  find  out  in  an  instant.  However, 

 WE LIVE IN AN ERA defined  by  every 
member of  the global intelligentsia as 
an “Information Age.” Some types of  
information are readily available, fact. With 
the advent of  the Internet, many feel that 
information has become the commodity 
of  the masses rather than the coveted 
possessions of  the elite that it once was. 
However, the notion that the correct and 
necessary information is available is flawed. 
 It is an axiom of  the Information Age 
that data and numbers, simply cannot lie. 
Unfortunately, numbers can lie, just as 
effectively as the smoothest-talking con man 
or the most charismatic politician. Take the 
idea that drinking water contains arsenic in a 
ratio of  one part per million. One may think, 
just one in a million? Yet this number is 
dangerously above accepted levels of  arsenic 
for drinking–enough to kill the drinker. The 
concept is counter-intuitive because in our 
minds, a million is a lot and one is a little. 
This  is  the  first  way  numbers  can  lie–they 
have connotations just as words do. They can 
exaggerate or diminish situations as the need 
arises. Even more subversive is numbers 
without context. Every statistic needs to 
be taken in context of  the source that it 
is derived from. Take, for example,  this 
piece of  data, taken from the FBI Uniform 
Crime Report: the number of  total arrests 
for marijuana rose from 401,982 in 1980 to 
847,863 in 2008. At first, you may look at this 
and think, “Marijuana use more than doubled 
in twenty years?” This is a classic example 
of  information without context. First of  all, 
this references arrests. Anti-drug units of  
police in New York City, for example, have 
received millions of  dollars more in funding 
and have grown in size between 1980 and 
2008. Isn’t it reasonable to assume that with 
the growth of  anti-drug police departments 
and more funding for policemen on patrol 
that the number of  arrests would rise? 
Many states have also passed stricter laws 
on marijuana possession between 1980 and 
2008. In the proper context, what once 
seemed like a massive growth of  marijuana 
users is reduced to merely evidence of  a 
growing population and better policing. 
  Perhaps even more disturbing, a significant 
portion of  information on social, economic, 
and political trends is fundamentally, well, 
wrong. How many different advertisements 
contain the exclamation a certain generic 
drug is endorsed by “9 out of  10 dentists?” 
This is, very simply put, an outright lie. 
Companies do not sound out every single 
licensed dentist before creating a new 
advertisement. They simply sample an 
isolated number of  dentists. Even nonprofit 
organizations indulge in this kind of  
information misrepresentation. For instance, 
take homelessness. A Google search, the 
everyman’s favorite way of  gaining easy 
access to information, will reveal some 
troubling numbers: the National Law Center 
on Homelessness and Poverty, a concerned 
nonprofit group, says that there are between 
2.3 and 3.5 million homeless people in 
America annually. The US Department of  
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
says that there are only 644,000 homeless 
people. Why the radical difference? As with 
many lies of  this nature, concerned private 
groups lie about things like the number 
with the best of  intentions. Alarmist 
numbers are more likely to get donations 
or public reactions than smaller numbers. 
The government is a disinterested party, 
so they have no reason to lie. And even 
the HUD’s number may be skewed–the 
government’s information gathering ability 
is not the greatest, as will be shown below.  
 The United States Census is the source that 
is almost universally relied upon for reporting 
population trends and, more importantly, 

 IN THE WAKE OF the recent earthquake 
in Haiti, media outlets are rife with messages 
that call upon individuals to text a phone 
number or visit a website to make a donation 
to the relief  effort. As simple and direct as 
Wyclef  Jean may make it appear, the overall 
process of  foreign aid to the developing 
world involves much more than texting 
“YELE” to 501-501. Behind the altruistic 
appeal of  Bono’s ONE Campaign and 
Hollywood’s crusade for a potpourri of  
humanitarian causes, the war on global 
poverty is hardly the pipeline of  funding 
from the Western world to the African village 
that most Americans envision. In reality, 
there exists a tangled web of  corrupt leaders, 
flawed  policies,  inefficient  bureaucracies, 
and ideological differences that stand 
between the donor and the recipient and 
ultimately, between poverty and prosperity.
 One particular statistic illustrates the 
underlying issue in the foreign aid process: 
in 2008, only forty-four cents of  every US 
dollar donated to Africa were put to use on 
the ground level.  In a system where less 
than  fifty  percent  of   the  input  contributes 
towards any output, something is clearly 
wrong. Where is the disparity coming 
from? Sometimes, miscommunication 
and the misappropriation of  funds result 
in aid going towards unnecessary goods 
and services. In other instances, an over-
proliferation of  aid initiatives without proper 
coordination leads to excessive redundancy. 
 The largest leak in the “aid pipeline” is 
corruption. In many developing countries, 
a complete lack of  transparency stems 
from dismal record-keeping systems 
and poor oversight practices. Bribery 
is exacerbated in developing nations 
because of  the poverty of  administrators 
and the lack of  stringent enforcement.
 The wide extent of  corruption could lead 
one to argue that aid to developing countries 
is regressive. It strengthens deceitful regimes 
at the expense of  the population’s economic 
and social welfare. It widens the economic 
divide as local entrepreneurs cannot 
contend with large businesses that receive 
funds through political ties. In some cases, 
it even enters the black market and allows 
illicit enterprises to undercut local market 
initiatives by selling cheap illegally-obtained 
aid resources. How wise is it to spend on 
an effort which is causing the developing 
world to actually move backwards?
 Even more lamentable than the deceit that 
impedes foreign aid in developing nations is 

determining legislative representation. 
However, the last census conducted in 1990 
missed 8.4 million people. To give you an 
idea of  the magnitude of  this error, it is as if  
the census takers simply ignored the states of  
Colorado, New Mexico, and Nebraska. (This 
is yet another example of  the way numbers 
have different connotations. Would you feel 
differently if  I said they had left out 2.8% 
of  the population rather than 8.4 million?)
 Why do these disparities occur? Our ability 
to gather information has not kept pace 
with our ability to distribute information. 
The Internet, cell phones, other keepsakes 
of  the “information age” are nothing but 
receptacles for distributed information. 
We have no such advanced tools for 
information gathering. Take this example: the 
unemployment rate, a fundamental economic 
driver, can be accessed by an economist or 
a concerned citizen in under a minute with 
an internet connection. To determine the 
unemployment rate, however, requires 2,200 
trained Census officials, thousands of  dollars, 
and over a month of   work. It takes far more 

this reveals another problem of  the public 
mind set: we cannot discriminate between 
useful and trivial information. All information 
is not created equal.  It  is  ridiculously  difficult 
for me to find, for example, past problems 
with the township water supply, or the 
quality of  my electricity provider in relation 
to others. On the other hand, my internet 
search will reveal more information than I 
would ever need on the history of  irrigation, 
Michael Faraday and electromagnetism, or 
Tesla. While I am not belittling any of  this 
information, it must be understood that it 
is not as important as other information. 
 So, I don’t deny we live in an information 
age. We do; some kinds of  information 
are readily available to the masses. The 
problem, however, is that the public has 
become so saturated with trivial information 
that the mind set of  the masses has shifted 
from skeptical and discerning to accepting 
and even inviting. That is the myth of  
the information age, that the public as 
a whole is more well-informed, literate, 
and intelligent than they were before.

the equally deceitful and irresponsible manner 
in which some developed nations provide it. 
For example, in 2005 the Bush administration 
developed the PEPFAR initiative, a $15 
billion commitment to HIV/AIDS relief  in 
developing countries. Although PEPFAR is 
the largest health initiative ever established 
by a single nation and has been lauded for 
saving millions of  lives, the United States’ 
act of  “charity and compassion” was not 
without its own latent political agenda. 
PEPFAR mandates that recipient nations 
allocate one-third of  preventative funding 
to abstinence campaigns, sign a pledge 
opposing prostitution, and discontinue 
needle exchange programs. So in 2006, 
when Brazil enacted a law encouraging 
prostitutes to distribute government-
supplied contraceptives to customers, the 
United States cut $48 million in aid to Brazil.
 PEPFAR is only one example in which 
countries like the US promote their own 
policy interests with conditional aid. The 
International Monetary Fund, which 
offers loans to developing nations towards 
economic initiatives, also requires recipients 
to adopt “structural adjustment programs” 
designed to maximize effectiveness of  aid. 
These mandated reforms often include 
implementation of  free market policies 

The New Generation of Misinformation

that destabilize developing economies or 
imposition of  budgetary requirements 
against a developing nation’s economic 
interests. The IMF has also been accused 
of  contributing to the debt of  developing 
countries by approving loans at non-
repayable interest rates. In the scramble for 
monetary aid, countries often have no choice 
but to cater to harmful Western mandates 
out of  a necessity for immediate funding. 
The developed world continues to use 
poverty as a tool to advance its own interests.
 This should not be mistaken as an 
attack on the idea of  poverty reduction 
initiatives as a whole. It’s just an exposition 
and a criticism of  certain methods with 
which these initiatives are put into effect. 
The alternative is to abandon the current 
development model in favor of  one which 
encourages trans-national corporations 
to invest in developing countries, thereby 
creating  revenue without disrupting the 
market system. Adopting pro-business 
policies that stimulate investment is the most 
direct path to poverty reduction. Altruism 
and charity are noble motives, but until the 
delusion that these methods are initiatives 
towards sustainable growth is unveiled, the 
West will continue to throw money into a 
black hole without any measurable progress.

      By KUNAL BAILOOR, 
political columnist

     By AMOL UTRANKAR, 
political columnist

The Bottom Line on Foreign Aid
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 EVERY YEAR around Valentine’s 
Day, people find themselves humming 
random tunes from decades ago. 
Songs thought to be long-forgotten 
somehow climb into department 
stores’ playlists and iTunes top charts. 
Radios take a break from their top 
forty replay-list, and MTV finally 
shows an actual (retro) music video.
 These songs spread the feelings 
of love that permeate everyday life 
around February. People who are 
usually disgusted by hearts and 
Cupid are briefly sucked into the 
craze by the peculiar power of music. 
Though a tad too sappy at times, 
these songs are the ideal soundtrack 
to a wonderful Valentine’s Day. 
 To begin, Usher’s “My Boo,” featuring 
Alicia Keys, is the perfect song for the 
last dance of the night. The calming 
R&B vibes, accompanied by a pleasant 
chorus, make the duet enjoyable for 
couples of all ages. “My Boo” gives 
Usher a chance to set aside his flashy 
moves and show off his vocals instead. 
Surprisingly, the hip-hop star holds his 
own against Keys and her R&B prowess. 
The result is a blend of rich, velvety 
notes and powerful intensity, sung to a 
hip-hop influenced mid-tempo beat—
in other words, classic R&B perfection. 
 While “My Boo” provides a deep, warm 
sound, The Jackson 5’s “I’ll Be There” 
takes a more lighthearted approach.  
In the 1970’s track, the twelve-year 
old King of Pop, Michael Jackson, and 
his four brothers croon a sweet tune 
of promises to comfort an ex-lover. 
Although the simple, clean-cut melody 
is candy for the ears, the key to the song’s 
longevity is the blend of Michael and 
Jermaine’s voices. The latter possesses 

a solid, clear tone, while the former 
brings a gifted falsetto with a childlike 
innocence and sound. The Jackson 5’s 
pop track makes all listeners smile.
 Similarly, “You Belong With Me” 
brings a dulcet tune. Performed and 
co-written by Taylor Swift, the song is 
a remarkably likeable combination of 
country and pop. With a mediocre vocal 
performance, cheesy lyrics, and a bland 
arrangement, the single feature that 
saves this track is its catchy tune: the 
simplicity of the chorus allows it to be 
easily remembered and sung. Moreover, 
the meaning behind country singer’s 
song is easy for all girls (particularly 
teenagers) to relate to. While the 
lyrics are generic to the core, they 
undeniably convey the common theme 
of the “girl-next-door.” Simply put, 
“You Belong With Me” is a cute song 
that represents love in young girls’ eyes.
 John Mayer’s “Slow Dancing in a 
Burning Room” looks at love from 
a different and darker perspective. 
Written and produced entirely by 
Mayer, the blues-rock track matches the 
“dying breath” of a love to a couple “slow 
dancing in a burning room.” The singer 
effectively creates a raw sound with his 
slightly raspy, yet soothing vocals, paired 
with the simple chords of his acoustic 
guitar. Its effect is tremendous: the song 
produces a rush of anguish, pain, and 
passion. Although not every fan would 
be able to relate, the emotions and 
heartfelt poetry conveyed by the work 
are enough to touch any casual listener. 
With “Slow Dancing in a Burning 
Room,” Mayer presents true artistry. 
 Although the men of ‘N Sync are not 
quite like Mayer, they produce their 
own unique love songs. “This I Promise 
You,” released nearly a decade ago, is 
still a top favorite among teenagers 

around Valentine’s Day. Perhaps their 
greatest work, the ballad portrays 
the true potential of the pop quintet 
behind all the excessive marketing. 
The lead vocalists, Justin Timberlake 
and JC Chasez, prove that dance groups 
can indeed sing and harmonize well: 
Timberlake’s soft and crystal-clear tenor 
range for the high notes and Chasez’s 
versatility and technical skill for the 
bridge make “This I Promise You” 
stand out among the sea of pop ballads. 
 Though skilled, Chasez’s abilities 
cannot compare with Kelly Clarkson’s, 
as evident in her 2002 hit, “A Moment 
Like This.” The wholesome sound of 
the American Idol vocalist makes the 
pop/soft-rock ballad come to life. 
Clarkson packs a flood of feelings in 
her runs and riffs, radiating power 
and pure strength in each note. The 
lasting impact of the chorus, along 
with the vocalist’s smooth transitions 
between head and chest voice, allow 
everyone to feel “that one special kiss.” 
 Another strong pop contender on 
the February charts is the Backstreet 
Boys’ “I Want It That Way.” Though 
the lyrics are the epitome of a 90’s 
music cheesefest (“You are my fire, the 
one desire”), the main melodic line is 
incredibly addicting. Just like ‘N Sync, 
the Backstreet Boys are able to break the 
stereotype of bad-sounding boy bands 
with their lead singers, Nick Carter, 
A. J. McLean, and Brian Littrell. Their 
well-rounded vocals, the unforgettable 
Max Martin tune, and even the corny 
lyrics fit perfectly with the Valentine’s 
atmosphere. Released in 1999, “I Want 
It That Way” is pure pop goodness. 
 Decades before the Backstreet 
Boys were even born, Elvis Presley’s 
“Can’t Help Falling in Love” was the 
love song everyone listened to. Since 

1961, the pop and soul-influenced 
track has been played at weddings 
all over the world. “The King”’s rich, 
deep singing of the enticing tune, 
accompanied by the straightforward 
piano and guitar lines, makes “Can’t 
Help Falling in Love” the ideal song 
to sway to with a significant other. 
 Yet “I Will Always Love You” definitely 
rivals Presley’s 60’s track in terms 
of legendary love ballads. Originally 
written and recorded by country singer 
Dolly Parton, Whitney Houston  made 
the song famous in her 1992 ballad cover. 
The latter’s soul version is better known: 
this ballad often appears in singing 
competitions. The diva showcases a 
delicate a cappella before progressing 
to the signature belting (“And I will 
always…”) and ends with a clean transition 
to her unrivaled vibrato. The lyrics 
elegantly portray a never-ending love. 
 Similarly, Céline Dion also presents 
diva vocals and techniques in “My Heart 
Will Go On.” Used as the main theme 
of the epic Blockbuster hit, Titanic, the 
track is guaranteed to bring chills upon 
first listen. While Houston showcases 
her belting strengths in the ballad, 
Dion chooses to flaunt the purity and 
sincerity of her soft singing. The African-
American singer’s delicate vocals are 
ideal for Titanic’s story line and the 
song’s overall mood. Dion’s explicit 
sorrow and pain truly portray love’s way 
of making one’s “heart go on and on.”
 However sad, corny, and overplayed 
these songs may be, they never fail 
to inspire. Whether through a catchy 
melody or insightful lyrics, the music 
breaks through the mundane lives of 
busy people, giving them a chance to 
reflect upon the blessings of having 
loved ones around us. Isn’t that 
what Valentine’s Day is all about? 

Top Ten Best Love Songs of All Time

A RECIPE FOR LOVE. Foodie with sweet 
tooth seeks honey pie with similar tastes. I’m 
a smart cookie with an experienced palate, 
but I am always willing to try something new.  
I enjoy midnight raids of  the fridge and 
deep discussions on culinary preferences. 
I am looking for my perfect “pear,” prefera-
bly someone with shared passion for cuisine. 
Extra brownie points if  you can cook as well. 
Email me at  i<3Food@nomnomnom.com
------------------------------------------------------
DESPERATE BUILDER seeks perfect balsa 
wood stick for upcoming competition. I am 
liberal with glue and appreciate good xylem. 
I will prepare a home for you in a tornado-
struck basement. I am a bit needy though, for 
I’m about to retire and have yet to find you.
YOU are preferably in the 2.35-2.38 gram 
range. You must not crack under pressure, 
and you must be supportive of  other sticks. 
Tolerance for puns and stress is a bonus.
If  necessary, I will weight for you forever.
------------------------------------------------------
PICTURE PERFECT. Artist with an 
empty canvas looking for a little color in 
life.  I’m  a  dreamer  with  refined  taste  but 
I wouldn’t mind trying a new style once 
in a while. I like doodling and debating 
the merits of  crayon versus colored pen-
cil. Looking someone with a sunny dis-
position and a similar eye for the unusual.
Let’s paint our own happy ending together.
------------------------------------------------------
COWARDLY WHITE GIRL in need of  
personal bodyguard to fend off  unsavory 
ninja stalkers. I am an agreeable compan-
ion and believe we can have a lasting rela-
tionship for as long as you keep me alive. 
I will provide you with three meals per 
day, and sleeping arrangements will be 

Personals

By  STEPHANIE TSAI, columnist
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made in the oak tree outside of  my house. 
Bring your own hammock and binoculars. 
YOU are no less than 185 pounds, and buff  
enough to lift a small automobile. A de-
gree in martial arts is a bonus, and the abil-
ity to blend in with your surroundings will 
be useful in tracking ninjas. 
No contact info can be 
provided because it 
will give my posi-
tion  away to po-
tential creepers.  
Email: terri-
fied@kiwi.com
-------------------
PASS ALONG 
THE FUN. 
Girl infected by 
senioritis seeks 
experienced and 
patient volleyball for 
exercise, excitement, 
and expertise. After retir-
ing from schoolwork, I have 
been attempting volleyball as 
a form of  procrastination and 
for the spike in adrenaline. Will-
ing to work hard for any sign of  
net improvement, I will mas-
ter  any  bumps  that  fly  my  way. 
YOU are preferably a wise volley-
ball that has lived through many bat-
tles and is pumped full of  advice. Be 
ready to commit to service and be patient 
enough to instruct without foul language.
------------------------------------------------------
LET’S DERIVE SOME FUN! Math 
nerd, freshman, seeks perfect calculator 
for all-night-long use on algebra II home-
work. I like to think of  myself  as a math-

emagician. I currently have a 99.2 aver-
age in algebra 2, pursuing a 100 in forth 
marking period. My hobbies include rec-
reational trigonometry and memorizing 
digits of  pi (which, I assure you, is as easy 
as pi!). I promise I’ll never divide by zero. 

YOU are prefer-
ably a TI-82S, the 

model with so-
lar power and 
convenient 
trig buttons. 
I prefer 
black or 
blue plastic. 
P.S. Math 

puns are 
the  first  sine 

of  madness.
-----------------

WAGON LEAD-
ER recruiting a 

party to journey west. 
Open positions include: 

doctor, banker, carpenter, 
farmer, pastor, and blacksmith. 

Must keep up with a moderately 
quick traveling pace and meager ra-
tions. Should know how to deal 
with  wildfires,  buffalo  stam-
pedes, and Natives. Also must be 

able to shoot game, cross rivers, and 
catch  many  fish.    We  will  be  depart-

ing this April from Independence, MO. 
------------------------------------------------
SOME ASIAN GUY, sophomore, seeking 
significant  other.  Some  of   his  hobbies  are 
Tetris, guitar, watching pointless yet sadly 
amusing videos on YouTube, and more Te-
tris. Looking for a smart, small blonde girl 

with a good sense of  humor and high toler-
ance for stupidity. She also must understand 
that he gets no sleep at all and WILL require 
a pillow, whether it be a shoulder or sweater. 
A bonus if  she happens to talk with unnec-
essarily weird pauses between each word.
-------------------------------------------------------
SOULMATES? Friendly sophomore girl, 
looking for a relationship. 5’3”, blonde, tak-
ing honors pre-calc and chemistry. Easy to 
make fun of, has a non-existent attention 
span and the occasional speech impedi-
ment. Interests include shopping, piano, go-
ing to concerts, and more shopping. Stays 
up pretty late and procrastinates on a regu-
lar basis. I appreciate lame post-it notes 
stuck in my locker, geek jokes, and Asians.
-------------------------------------------------------
AVERAGE GIRL, in search of  new best 
friend. Preferably male, tall, and funny. I 
love Harry Potter, but I hate Twilight. I use 
Google instead of  Yahoo. My idea of  physi-
cal exercise consists of  running down the up-
escalators in the mall and jumping on giant 
sheets of  bubble wrap. I am a sugar addict. 
Be forewarned: I may interrupt you at cru-
cial times to water my plants on Farmville. 
Hope that you won’t mind getting kicked 
out of  Walmart for playing hide-and-seek 
in the clothing racks. Together, we can build 
blanket forts, have epic nerf  gun battles, and 
run down Grove Avenue dressed as ninjas. 
-------------------------------------------------------
LET’S GO ROMAN’ ON THE BEACH! 
History geek, with a Pun-ic sense of  humor, 
seeks A-then, statuesque girl. Good at every-
thing,  Minos  one  or  two  things,  like  fight-
ing Persians and Gauls. YOU are a Galatea, 
stone-cold but not too chiseled. Come meet 
me in the Forum for some friendly chat. 



By VANIA CHEN, junior

 THE HOLIDAYS are now only a dim, 
wistful memory. Gone are the presents and 
parties, the rest and relaxation, the slacking 
off  and sleeping ‘til noon; in their place are 
stress and studying, teachers and tests, and 
the grim, gloomy days of  winter. It’s back 
to business as usual, and the nose is back 
to the grindstone. The party’s over, and it’s 
time to clean up. When the elation of  the 
New Year has faded and the resolutions have 
already been broken, our collective post-
holiday, pre-spring slump starts to set in 
(around January 3 for most) and does not lift 
until the first stirrings of  spring. Winter just 
seems to be the saddest season of  the year.
 Is this seasonal malaise caused by the 
switch from slacking to school, or is it 
merely the winter blues? Both reasons 
account for the drop in mood, but the 
second  reason  has  a  scientific  basis.  The 
“winter blues” is actually a colloquial name 
for “Seasonal Affective Disorder,” known by 
the convenient and apt acronym “S.A.D.” As 
its name suggests, people are affected by the 
change of  seasons, which is accompanied 
by less sunlight and lower temperatures, and 

A Blast from the Past— 

Winter: 
Merely Sad...

or S.A.D.?

experience a variety of  depression-related 
symptoms. The sadness caused by S.A.D. 
brings with it hopelessness, anxiety, fatigue, 
and tendencies to oversleep and lose interest 
in activities. Unfortunately, S.A.D. also causes 
one’s appetite to balloon, resulting in food 
cravings and weight gain. Sound familiar? 
 Studies show that younger people— 
especially between ages sixteen to forty— 
are most affected by S.A.D, which explains 
why school is so tiring all of  a sudden. 
In total, as many as one in four people in 
the United States will suffer from S.A.D. 
Surprisingly and unfortunately, women are 
three times more likely to be affected than 
men. If  you’ve been stressing over recent 
weight gain, don’t worry; it’s just a symptom 
of  winter. And fortunately, it’s curable.
 As cliché as it sounds, the best remedy 
is rest and relaxation. Doctors recommend 
that sufferers of  S.A.D. make an extra effort 
to exercise regularly and maintain a healthy 
diet.  Though it’s difficult to follow this oft-
repeated advice even in the best of  times, 
it’s  especially  difficult  in  winter,  as  one 
is cooped up inside and subjected to the 
temptations of  leftover holiday chocolate. 
Why not make exercise and dieting a 
belated New Year’s resolution? (…Or make 
the resolution again, if  already broken.)
 Lastly, the easiest and most enjoyable 
solution: increase one’s exposure to sunlight. 
Catch more rays. (Aren’t you getting pasty 
from staying inside so much, anyway?) The 
biological cause of  S.A.D. is unknown, but 
scientists hypothesize that the seasonal 
changes and accompanying lack of  sunlight 

may disrupt our circadian rhythm. Since 
sunlight regulates the circadian rhythm and 
stimulates the production of  vitamin D, all 
we have to do to alleviate S.A.D.ness is to go 
outside more often, although sunbathing in 
winter is not a good idea. While we’re outside, 

By JERI ZHAO, columnist

 WHETHER OR NOT we have cause to 
celebrate, 2010 is finally here. It is ten years 
after Y2K, supposedly the year which would 
cause every computer system to crash, yet 
the fears were unfounded and technology 
is now evolving faster 
than ever. The Orwellian 
nightmare envisioned 
in 1984—a dystopia 
of  thoughtcrime 
and Big Brother’s 
c o n s t a n t 
s u r ve i l l a n c e —
seems to be a petty 
fear of  the past, but 
some cynics feel that a 
“brave new world” may 
be on the horizon. Robert 
Frost, a poet, predicted 
that the world would end in 
“fire  or  ice,”  but  if   anything  the 
world is closer to ending in global 
warming. (How anticlimactic.) In most 
cases, the doomsayers and Cassandras 
of  the past may just be paranoid or crazy. 
If  this is the case, how does the real 2010 
match up to its predictions? And what are 
the prophecies for our upcoming decade?
 The aliens are coming! In the movie I Am 
Legend (2007), Will Smith plays Robert 
Neville, a scientist in 2012 who is battling 
The Infected in New York City. The 
Infected are humans who were transformed 
into zombie-like creatures by a manmade 
virus and who seem be the world’s only 
inhabitants  as Neville  seeks  to  find  a  cure 
and survivors. Sadly, we haven’t even found 
a cure for cancer, so there is no chance that 
the human species will be zombified. District 
9 (2009) follows the fate of  a race of  shrimp-
like aliens that arrived in South Africa in 
1982. During the first decade of  the twenty-
first  century,  a  large  corporation  decides 
to relocate these unfortunate “prawns.” If  
anyone has seen any shrimpy extraterrestrials 

that can somehow communicate with humans 
despite their unintelligible clicking, give me a 
call and get me an autograph! But realistically, 
it doesn’t seem likely that humans will be at 
odds with any species except themselves. 
Human attacks are of  greater concern than 
alien attacks. For example, the 9/11 incident 
in 2001 ushered in a ferocious age of  

terrorism; from New 
Delhi to London 

to Mumbai, 
terrorists 

are a 
g lo-

b a l 
t h r e a t 
t h a t 
may be 
more frightening a n d 
immediate than 
any inhuman monster. 
 The Rapture is upon us! 
The Rapture is believed by some 
conservative Protestants to be an event 
heralding the Apocalypse, during which Jesus 
Christ will return to gather up true believers. 
According to an ominous declaration from 
the Esoteric Order of  the Golden Dawn, 
2010  is  “the  final  year”  …but  of   what? 
With Tiger Woods M.I.A., it does seem 
like the Pro Golf  Association’s tenuous 
popularity  is  on  its  final  legs.  Or  perhaps 
2010 will be the year the ice cap melts and 
the penguins are called to God; maybe 
the  long-suffering  rainforests  will  finally 
ascend to a better place. It’s quite possible 

that the Rapture won’t pertain to humans.
 Some say the world will end in fire, some say in 
ice. According to Toshio Hiji, the entire world 
should have been flooded on May 9, 2000.
The human population will reach infinity by 
November 13, 2026 if  Science magazine has 
its say. It’s a pity no one bothered to predict 
September 11, 2001, a tragedy which caused 
untold human suffering and billions of  
dollars in damage. For starters, if  there were 
any day for a doomsayer to foresee, 9/11 
would have been essential. (Or the recession, 
for that matter.) Although we haven’t yet 
been plunged into an ice age similar to 
that of  The Day After Tomorrow (2004), or 
some post-apocalyptic wasteland, the world 

has experienced its share of  global 
disasters. Last June, the World 

Health Organization declared 
Influenza  A  (H1N1) 

virus, popularly 
known as 
swine  flu,  a 
p a n d e m i c . 

Additionally, 
more than 

70,000 have 
died in 

t h e 

7.9 earthquake 
that hit Haiti on 
January 12, 2010. 
Only two years earlier, two 8 and 7.9 
magnitude earth-quakes rocked Sichuan, 
China  affecting  nearly  fifteen  million 
people. Perhaps the world won’t end in 
one horrific cataclysm as  envisioned  in  the 
movie 2012 (2009), but in several smaller 
disasters; honestly, one large catastrophe to 
end it all would have been more merciful.
 We’ve proven all the gobbledygook wrong 

so far. Are we better or worse off  than 
the predictions? Our brains haven’t been 
liquefied, my neighbors aren’t zombies, and 
there is no sign of  vampiric immortality on 
the horizon. We don’t live in Star Wars, the 
closest we’ve gotten to the flying car  is  the 
jet plane, and we can’t spend our summers 
on  Saturn.  Isaac Asimov,  a  sci-fi writer  of  
the 1970s, envisioned a future of  intense 
technological development, including robot 
servants, nanotechnology, teleportation, and 
human colonization of  the Universe. How 
close have we gotten to his epic vision? 
With science pushing the limits with the 
Large Hadron Collider, the Internet ever 
expanding, and nanotechnology embedded in 
everything from sports apparel to medicine, 
it seems Asimov was unusually prescient. 
On matters of  attire: we’re not all dressed 
in intergalactic space-gear or those wacky 
tinfoil suits dreamed up by shortsighted 
illustrators of  the 1950s, but will Lady 
Gaga yet lead us into an avant-garde future? 
  Now that 2010 is finally upon us, it’s easy 
to breathe a sigh of  relief  in hindsight. We’re 
still here, for better or for worse. We’ve 
survived a whole decade of  doomsdays, and 
it seems like we just may survive another. 
What about the future? What are some of  
the seers’ predictions? For one thing, Mayan 
calendar technology predicts the end of  

the world on December 23, 2012; quite 
unfortunate for the sophomores, the 

Class of  2012. Global warming is 
still one issue which may well end 
the world, and humanity would 
do well to put more effort into 

conserving the Earth. That might explain 
why the weather is so unpredictable… 
or maybe the weathermen are in cahoots 
with the doomsayers. However, if  we go 
by good ol’ science (which has a better 
track record than Mayan calendars), the 
sun will swell up into a red giant star and 
swallow Mercury, Venus, Earth circa 
4,500,000,000 A.D. There’s plenty of  time 
to colonize the Universe. in the meantime.

Then Back to the Future!

we could exercise, to keep by that belated 
New Years’ resolution. Alternatively—for 
the lazy ones among us—we could buy 
an indoor sunlight lamp, which simulates 
the sun’s natural light. And for the laziest, 
all we have to do is wait it out ‘till spring. 
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Gifts
from the Heart

Antoine De Saint once said, “True love begins when nothing is looked for in return.” But a 
little gift to show how much you care wouldn’t hurt. To help you get started, here is a list of  the top gifts 

for him or her that will warm your true love’s heart and make him or her feel that they are at the top of  your world.
   Gifts  for Her: 

       Necklaces:  Diamonds  are  generally  said  to  win  a  girl’s  heart,  but  any  other  heart  shaped  jewelry  would  suffice.  But 
the gift is only as good as the presentation and a little imagination on your part would make a difference. You could 
put  the  box  in  her  mailbox  or  locker  with  a  little  figurine  Cupid  (available  at  any  dollar  store)  and  watch  her  eyes  light  up.

Scarves: Whether it’s worn as a fashion scarf  or simply for warmth, a scarf  is a practical and trendy present that any girl would love wearing. 
A Dinner Date: The perfect gift may not be something materialistic. It may simply be taking your girlfriend out 

for dinner to a fancy restaurant or indulging her taste buds with a delicious home-cooked meal. Enjoy the night 
out by topping off  the dinner with a trip to the movies to watch a romantic movie suitable for Valentine’s Day.
Gifts for Him:

   Picture Frame: A picture is worth a thousand words, so why not capture the moment? Find the perfect picture frame and insert a 
picture of  you and your boyfriend, so every time he looks at it, he will be reminded of  all the crazy memories you share. 
Football Universal Remote: An NFL football-shaped universal remote control is the ultimate gift for any guy. On this handy dandy 
remote control, he can operate up to seven devices all from  the comfort of  his couch. This makes a great gift for sports enthusiasts. 
 Mixed CD:  For all music lovers, this is the ultimate gift. A combination of  your favorite songs  
 and your boyfriend’s favorite songs will not only express your love, but also show your 
 awareness of  his personality. Be sure to include love songs, since it is Valentine’s 

 Day. Write a heart-felt message on the CD before enclosing it into a CD case. 
 Whether you take this advice to heart or not, remember that  

 any gift that you give should be from the heart.        

 

Valentine Mishaps
 For those who simply detest Valentine’s Day and wish it hadn’t never been invented: this article 

is for you. If  you are anxiously waiting for  for Valentine’s, after reading these scenarios, you will 
realize that no matter how how your day goes, there are tons of  people who have had it worse. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
That Valentine’s  Day  marked our first year anniversary together. I wanted to make it memorable and as I had just gotten 
my paycheck of  two hundred yesterday I was in good shape to go shopping! I should have stopped at the life sized 
teddy bear that said “I love you!” every time you squeezed it. I should have stopped at the forty-five red, white, and pink 
balloons.On Valentine’s Day, I arrived at her house to pick her up for dinner. I held up the roses but I didn’t give her 
any of  the other gifts, thinking it that it would be better later as it would be a surprise! She opened to door with a grim 
expression on her face. She said, “We need to talk.” Later that evening, we had broken up. I had just wasted $200 that 
I earned after tutoring for forty hours. Now, the two hundred dollars worth of  gifts will never seen the light of  day.

- Neel, sophmore
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------     

 

Mishaps Continued... 
In every girl’s life there is one lesson she learns: boys are clueless and 

tactless. I learned this on Valentine’s Day. The school hallways were 
adorned with streamers of  pale pinks and off  whites and the large, obsequious, 

red hearts were found everywhere I walked. I walked into school that day 
hoping that my long time crush, Danny, would ask me to the school’s annual 

Valentine’s Day dance. I liked him for a while, ever since he helped me in math class. 
Anyway, after class that day, Danny hailed me in the throng of  people. He smiled 
and looked at me. I met his gaze and he handed me a card. I glanced at the cover, 
a black and white picture of  a boy and a girl sitting on a bench in the park. The boy 
was smiling while giving the girl a pretty red rose. To me it was sweet, something I 
would imagine Danny doing. I opened this card and read the message. “I know I 
have only known you for a little bit, but it feels like I know you forever. Will you be 
my valentine?” His signature graced the bottom of  the card with a smiling face next 

to it. I was touched and was about to tell him yes when he said, “Do you think 
she will like it?” I stopped. I realized I was not his valentine. I wanted to run 

home, crawl under my bed and sob about how I could have been so blind. 
So now I know that boys need a lesson in tact and girls need a lesson in the 

art of  playing hard to get. So my advice to potential girls out there is do not be 
too trusting of  guys initially. Let them earn your trust. That way when your 

crush gives you a Valentine’s Day card, you will know it is for you.
- Liz, freshmen 

Willa Lu

Valentine’s Day 2010

It was Valentine’s Day, a holiday filled with romance when a girl gets the usual presents: chocolates, a teddy-bear, 
 flowers, or a dinner date. I told my boyfriend that I did not want anything fancy. Sure, I expected something 

like a little box of  chocolates and a nice card. Valentine’s Day came and he handed me a box of  chocolates. 
I opened the little heart-shaped box and was shocked to see only four chocolates in their little paper 

cups. The box was void of  what seemed like six chocolates and the plastic overwrap which lead 
me to believe that that this was already opened. To make the situation even worse, there was 
an inscription from another girl and I realized that he re-giftedthe chocolate. So romantic.

- Sarah, sophomore



March 21 - April 19 (Aries) Looking to attract an Aries? Be daring. Aries love 
engaging in intellectual conversations; however, they hate being dominated. Most 

compatible with:  Sagittarius and Leo. April 20 - May 2 (Taurus) Those born under this 
sign are loyal and patient. Most compatible with: Virgo and Capricorn. May 21 - June 20 

(Gemini) Geminis are very versatile and energetic. However, they become angry quickly and 
love  to start fights. Most compatible with: Libra and Gemini. June 21 - July 22 (Cancer) Cancers 
are shrewd and nurturing. Cancers always value friends and family more than fame or fortune. Most 
compatible with: Scorpio. July 23 - August 22 (Leo) Known to be sociable, Leos never shy away from 
the limelight. Most compatible with: Libra. August 23 - September 22 (Virgo) Virgos are practical and 
reliable. However, they cannot verbally communicate their feelings. Most compatible with: Capricorn 
and Cancer. September 23 - October 22 (Libra) The balance symbol fits Libras for they seek harmony 
and fairness. They do well in partnerships and do not want to be alone.  Most compatible with: Leo 
and Gemini. October 23 - November 21 (Scorpio) Scorpios’ greatest asset is determination making 
them excellent leaders. Most compatible with: Pisces and Cancer. November 22 - December 
21 (Sagittarius) Sagittarians have a great sense of  humor. However, they can  take things for 
granted. Most compatible with: Aries and Leo. December 22 - January 19 (Capricorns) 

Capricorns are patient and cautious. To attract a Capricorn, hold a stimulating conversation. 
Most compatible with: Taurus and Virgo. January 20 – February 18 (Aquarius) 

Aquarians are independent thinkers, but they can be sensitive. Most compatible 
with: Libra. February 19 - March 20 (Pisces) Pisces have a remarkable 

sense of  imagination. sympathetic.  Most compatible with Virgo.
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 For those who simply detest Valentine’s Day and wish it hadn’t never been invented: this article 

is for you. If  you are anxiously waiting for  for Valentine’s, after reading these scenarios, you will 
realize that no matter how how your day goes, there are tons of  people who have had it worse. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
That Valentine’s  Day  marked our first year anniversary together. I wanted to make it memorable and as I had just gotten 
my paycheck of  two hundred yesterday I was in good shape to go shopping! I should have stopped at the life sized 
teddy bear that said “I love you!” every time you squeezed it. I should have stopped at the forty-five red, white, and pink 
balloons.On Valentine’s Day, I arrived at her house to pick her up for dinner. I held up the roses but I didn’t give her 
any of  the other gifts, thinking it that it would be better later as it would be a surprise! She opened to door with a grim 
expression on her face. She said, “We need to talk.” Later that evening, we had broken up. I had just wasted $200 that 
I earned after tutoring for forty hours. Now, the two hundred dollars worth of  gifts will never seen the light of  day.

- Neel, sophmore
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Mishaps Continued... 
In every girl’s life there is one lesson she learns: boys are clueless and 

tactless. I learned this on Valentine’s Day. The school hallways were 
adorned with streamers of  pale pinks and off  whites and the large, obsequious, 

red hearts were found everywhere I walked. I walked into school that day 
hoping that my long time crush, Danny, would ask me to the school’s annual 

Valentine’s Day dance. I liked him for a while, ever since he helped me in math class. 
Anyway, after class that day, Danny hailed me in the throng of  people. He smiled 
and looked at me. I met his gaze and he handed me a card. I glanced at the cover, 
a black and white picture of  a boy and a girl sitting on a bench in the park. The boy 
was smiling while giving the girl a pretty red rose. To me it was sweet, something I 
would imagine Danny doing. I opened this card and read the message. “I know I 
have only known you for a little bit, but it feels like I know you forever. Will you be 
my valentine?” His signature graced the bottom of  the card with a smiling face next 

to it. I was touched and was about to tell him yes when he said, “Do you think 
she will like it?” I stopped. I realized I was not his valentine. I wanted to run 

home, crawl under my bed and sob about how I could have been so blind. 
So now I know that boys need a lesson in tact and girls need a lesson in the 
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 Sanjana Prakash

Subbashni 
Neelam

Valentine’s Day 2010

Compatibility

It was Valentine’s Day, a holiday filled with romance when a girl gets the usual presents: chocolates, a teddy-bear, 
 flowers, or a dinner date. I told my boyfriend that I did not want anything fancy. Sure, I expected something 

like a little box of  chocolates and a nice card. Valentine’s Day came and he handed me a box of  chocolates. 
I opened the little heart-shaped box and was shocked to see only four chocolates in their little paper 

cups. The box was void of  what seemed like six chocolates and the plastic overwrap which lead 
me to believe that that this was already opened. To make the situation even worse, there was 
an inscription from another girl and I realized that he re-giftedthe chocolate. So romantic.

- Sarah, sophomore



STARS Demonstrate Their Potential
    ON NEW YEAR’S EVE, TV viewers from 
J.P. Stevens were in for a treat. Their fellow 
peers, seniors Kevin Zhang, Alex Silady, 
and Kunal Bailoor and junior Valentina 
Lyau, were on television, competing in The 

Challenge and representing the J.P. Stevens 
STARS. The Challenge features the best and 
the brightest local students in the tri-state 
area and tests students’ knowledge of  history, 
arts and literature, and science and math.
 The Challenge is made up of  four 
rounds: multiple choice, lightning round, 
free response, and the Complete 180 round.  
The topics of  the multiple choice round are 
not revealed until the show and can cover 
topics not included in a typical high school 
curriculum. There are also randomly placed 
bonus questions for teams to earn extra 
points. Teams press the buzzer and compete 
to answer the question correctly first to gain 
control of  the board, and both teams are 

given a chance to steal if  the other  team 
answers incorrectly. This season, a new 
segment called “Get The Picture” was also 
introduced. A new addition to the multiple 
choice round, the new segment gives teams 
an opportunity to solve a visual picture 
by  being  the  first  to  identify  it  for  extra 

points. The picture is revealed in several 
different parts as the multiple choice round 
progresses. The picture this time was of  
Alcatraz, a well-known prison in California. 
 This year, the host of  The Challenge 
was  Jared  Cotter,  who  was  a  finalist 
on American Idol and who co-wrote 
the song “Down” by Jay Sean.
 During the game, J.P. Stevens faced 
off  Hightstown High School. From the 
start, the J.P. team gained an impressive 
lead and remained consistently strong 
throughout. Audience members and host 
Jared Cotter were equally impressed with the 
academic fortitude the J.P. STARS showed. 
 Many J.P. students showed up to 

The STARS team celebrates with advisors Mrs. Vitivitsky and 
Mr. Alfonzo after their first win against Highstown High School.

By ANDY SHI, sophomore cheer on the team. Junior Susan Tang 
remembers, “Our team was really on a 
roll. With each question they answered 
right, we would cheer more loudly. The 
excitement in the air was almost tangible.” 
 The contestants faced questions on 
a wide variety of  topics, ranging from 
Russian literature to herbs and spices to 
politics. Both teams demonstrated their 
wide range of  knowledge as they answered 
most of  the questions correctly. After a 
long, exciting competition, J.P. Stevens 
prevailed with  a final  score of   445  to  200. 
With this win, J.P. Stevens is ranked number 
one in the tournament. After their glorious 
victory, the STARS team is thrilled and now 
looks forward to the next round, a match 
against Keansburg High School in March.
 The acronym “STARS” was created 
by teachers Mrs. Vitvitsky and Mrs. 
Ferreri and stands for Stevens Tough And 
Rough Scholars, an academic club open 
to everyone whose purpose is to train 
students for academic competitions such 
as The Challenge. Team members need to 
have extensive knowledge on a wide variety 
of  topics, so a great deal of  preparation 
is necessary. Members meet once a week 
to run simulated tournaments against 
each other in order to hone their skills.
 The J.P. STARS team is also looking 
forward to the BRITE (Bridgewater-Raritan 
Invitational Tournament of  Excellence) 
competition, which starts on January 26, 
lasts for several weeks, and culminates in the 
March 31 finals. The  competition was first 
established in 1978 in a Jeopardy format, 
and since then, it has attracted many talented 
high school teams in the New Jersey area 
eager to advance to the national stage for 
scholarship money. J.P. Stevens goes into this 
tournament seeking to defend their BRITE 
title from last year. Hopefully the STARS 
can continue to shine brighter and brighter 
as their competition season progresses!

HMUN, CONT.
universities, as JPSMUN delegates battled 
through four days of  grueling debate with 
over 2500 individuals from high schools 
across the globe. The conference, which 
ran from January 28 to February 1, featured 
some of  the world’s top schools, including 
fierce  J.P.  rivals Horace Mann  and Dalton.  
Unlike with most other conferences, J.P. 
Stevens had yet to stamp its authority on 
the Harvard MUN Conference (HMUN), 
having only attended for the past two years.  
Regardless, it’s a blemish in their record 
that they emphatically set straight this year.  
J.P. emerged with the coveted Outstanding 
Large Delegation award, falling short only to 
the Dalton School, firmly cementing itself  as 
home of  the globe’s top Model UN programs.   
 Aware of  the general intensity of  the 
conference, the JPSMUN executive board 
opted to take only a select group of  twenty-
two individuals to travel to the Sheraton at 
Boston, where the conference officially took 
place. Attending in itself  was a prestigious 
honor, and the underclassmen were excited 
by the prospect. Freshman Parth Shingala, 
who received an Outstanding Delegation 
award, said, “It was great that J.P. won, and 
was made even more special by the fact 
that I could play a part in that happening.” 
Among all J.P. delegates, regardless of  grade 
and experience, excitement and tension 
ran high prior to the conference.  Many 
feverishly researched for days for their 
various topics and positions, knowing the 
weight of  the legacy they had to uphold. 
The topics of  discussion ranged from 
the implementation of  missile defense 
systems  and  the  global  financial  crisis,  to 
deforestation and world hunger. Regardless 
of  the issue, diplomacy, skilled rhetoric, 
and creative thinking all came in to play 
as delegates worked to reach compromise 
and establish stable, effective solutions.  
 When the time came, JPSMUN didn’t 
disappoint. Seizing the initiative instantly, 
from the first four hour debate on Thursday 
night all the way through Sunday morning, 
J.P. delegates battled their way through 
committee and refused to give in. Endurance 
and passion had been emphasized as the 
keys to success prior to the conference, and 
J.P. delegates boasted both in abundance. 
In the end, their resilience was awarded. 
Sixteen of  the twenty-two students returned 
home with awards. The seniors and juniors 
upheld their standard of  excellence, while 
the sophomores and freshman offered 
promising glimpses of  what the future of  
JPSMUN holds.  Special congratulations  
to seniors Amol Utrankar and Ajay Parikh, 
seniors Ethan Nadler and Hassan Ahmed, 
and sophomores Pathik Shah and Shashwat 
Chugh, who all received the Best Delegation 
award in their respective committees.   
 However, aside from awards, a conference 
of  the prestige of  HMUN offered an 
amusing and valuable learning experience.  
With delegates  from  twenty-five  states  and 
twenty-seven nations at the conference, 
and with the skilled guidance of  170 
Harvard undergraduates, delegates were 
given a great opportunity to increase their 
political, economic, and social knowledge. 
 In addition, the second day of  the 
conference was Harvard Day, when those 
who chose to attended a comprehensive 
tour of  the university’s campus. And, on 
Saturday, delegates were given the chance 
to unwind at the delegate dance.  All in all, 
from debating to dancing, HMUN proved 
to be the complete Model UN experience.  
 Now, J.P. Stevens Model UN is setting its 
sights on  the final  international  conference 
of  the year, the quickly approaching North 
American Invitational Model United 
Nations Conference. This conference, 
called NAIMUN for short, is being 
held during Valentine’s Day weekend at 
Georgetown. It is a golden opportunity 
to put an exclamation point on what has 
already been an extremely successful year. 

Waksman Club Contributes to Science 
By ARHANT RAO, junior

 ONE OF the most exciting aspects of  
science class is the lab work. Applying the 
equations and concepts shown on the 
whiteboards and projector screens to actual 
experiments can be an exciting, nerve-
racking experience. Imagine having the 
opportunity to perform actual experiments 
for the purposes of  discovery—performing 
genuine  scientific  research—which  gets 
published on a national database. Such 
are the opportunities for Mr. Jones and 
the ten science students in his Genetics 
Research Team in lab room 229.  
 Rutgers has procured a $1.4 million 
grant to perform research in molecular 
genetics. This year and in the future, Mr. 
Jones and select J.P. Students are tasked 
with isolating and sequencing genes from 
Wolffia arrhiza. The sequences of  these 
genes have never been determined before, 
and this information will be deposited in 
the international sequence databases for 
the students and other scientists to use. 
Students in the program will compare 
these sequences with genes from other 
eukaryotes to determine the evolutionary 
relationship of  these organisms and the 
sequence  conservation  of   specific  genes.
 In the course of  these studies, students, 
teachers, and research scientists work 
together, using the basic principles of  
molecular biology and genetic engineering to 
try to solve this research problem. By actually 
doing science, teachers and students gain 
an understanding of  how science operates.
 One may wonder why so much effort 
is being taken to learn more about such a 
seemingly  insignificant  organism:  why  not 
try to sequence corn, for instance? Corn is 
one of  the most important food crops in the 

world and has several obvious 
applications. Well, corn has 
already been sequenced (the 
genome was fully sequenced 
by November 19, 2009 
by the Genome Center at 
Washington University School 
of  Medicine) and Wolffia has 
several applications in the 
same  fields  that  corn  does.
 Because Wolffia grows in 
water, it does not compete for 
space with other food crops, 
making it an extremely viable 
food source. Wolffia also acts 
as a “scrubber” for water, 
removing heavy metals, such 
as copper, from polluted water. 
Wolffia can also be used as a 
possible source for biofuel; 
during the winter, Wolffia 
plants produce large amounts 
of  starch and fats, store them, 
and sink to the bottom of  the 
body of  water in which they are 
growing. If  the plants could be harvested 
at this time, the components of  a biofuel 
could be extracted from them and could be 
converted into a fuel for our cars. In addition 
to all of  this, Wolffia is grows extremely fast, 
meaning that it is cheap to grow. This is, 
therefore, a small plant with huge potential, 
clearly a good organism to learn more about.
 After several experiments, the genes 
of  Wolffia  are  purified,  isolated,  multiplied 
and sequenced. If  the gene or “clone” 
is uncontaminated (contamination is a 
mix-up of  two clones, usually caused by a 
mistake in lab work, although a mysterious 
contaminant appeared in a water sample 
earlier this year) it is published on NCBI, 
the National Center for BioInformatics. 

The clone, which is published in the 
student’s name, may then be used by other 
scientists all over the world in their research, 
adding to the collective research effort of  
duckweed all over the world. The members 
of  the Waksman Club at John P. Stevens are 
clearly helping the world learn more about 
the almost-miraculous little plant, Wolffia 
arhizza, while strengthening their knowledge 
of  science along the way. Club member 
and junior Arhant Rao  said, “I believe 
that Waksman provides valuable hands-
on experience for any student interested 
in  a  career  in  the  scientific  techniques. 
Members  of   the  club  learn  basic  scientific 
techniques that can be applied to several 
skills that any good scientist needs to have.”

With special equipment and intense concentraiton, 
junior Arhant Rao studies the Wolffia genome.
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Night of Music, CONT.

 to finish off  the first portion of  the concert 
with “Hallelujah, Amen” by G.F. Handel.      
 Next, a string quartet consisting of  
seniors Nicholas Jin and Jeffrey Lue and 
juniors Emily Chiang and Brenda Li played 
Dmitri Shostakovich’s “String Quartet 
No. 9.” This song, as senior Nicholas Jin 
explained, had a four-note motif. Audience 
members appreciated the talents of  the 
performers and the intricacies of  the piece.        
 The 36-member Chamber Ensemble 
followed up with the concert and sang “Fire, 
Fire” and “In Virtute Tua.” Junior Sandhya 
Balanchandar then took the stage with piano 
accompanist Winston Wu to perform “O 
Mio Bambino Caro.” The sweeping range 
of  the song left everyone eager for more.       
 The last act before intermission was a 
mix between classical and modern pop, 
as seniors Winston Wu and Jeffrey Lue 
performed “Pachelbel Meets U2,” arranged 
by John Schmidt. Winston Wu took over 
the piano as Jeffrey Lue played the cello. 
This performance was one of  the clear 
favorites of  the night, as it was a refreshing 
departure from pure classical music.       
  For fifteen minutes, audience members and 

high school musicians mingled in the lobby. 
Snacks were sold, and donations were made 
to the Clinton-Bush Haiti Fund to directly 
help the victims of  the earthquake. Then, the 
Night of  Classical Music began again with 
the freshmen orchestra’s “Divertimenti” 
by W.A. Mozart. After that, the Chamber 
Orchestra played “Holberg Suite.”      
The  final  soloist  of   the  night  was  senior 
Danielle Steiner, who performed two 
pieces with the Opera Orchestra. She sang 
selections from two different Mozart operas, 
“Aria from Magic Flute” and “Recitativo 
ed Aria from Marriage of  Figaro.”      
On the last leg of  the concert, the Acapella 
Choir sang a lighthearted and upbeat “On the 
Plains” with assistant director Mr. Meszaros. 
To end the concert, the choir and orchestra 
joined forces to perform Brahm’s “How 
Lovely is thy Dwelling Place.” The song 
described a life after death and was sung in 
memory of  the earthquake victims in Haiti.       
 The Night of  Classical Music was not 
one to be forgotten.  It was  another 
amazing concert that showcased the 
abilities of  Mrs. Wions, Mr. Verdi, and Mr. 
Meszaros, as well as the student musicians.   

 ON DECEMBER 22, to cap off  the 
successes of  the J.P. Stevens band, choir, 
and orchestra at the Central Jersey regions 
tryouts, Principal Pawlikowski was 
awarded the School Administrator Award 
from the New Jersey Music Educators 
Association, or NJMEA. This award is 
given annually to an elementary school 
principal, a secondary school principal, and 
a superintendent who have shown “support 
for and commitment to high-quality arts 
education programs in their schools.” This 
marks the first time in recent history that a 
J.P. administrator has received this award.  
 The process for choosing the award 
recipients began two months earlier. 
Nominators submitted forms, a resume, 
two letters of  support, a picture of  the 
administrator, any available press clippings, 
and local media contact information to qualify 
their nominee by November 1. Mrs. Wions 
notified Ms. Pawlikowski  of   her  successful 
nomination, which Ms. Pawlikowski did not 
know of  beforehand. She remembers, “I 
was extremely touched to hear that people 
within our music department had nominated 
me. I did not expect it at all; it was a real 
surprise.” With a pool of  prospective 
candidates in hand, the NJMEA Committee 
then further selected nominees based on 
criteria including leadership, management, 

other; one person burnt her crepe while 
another divided by zero. No one could stop 
laughing. Another such game took place on 
the set of  a radio show. A guest star, Jenna 
Auston, talked about Uggs and how they 
transformed a person into the epitome of  
ugliness. People laughed at the ridiculous 
antics that the troupe came up with. At the 
end of  the show, the cast members, Kirk 
Geritano, Matt Petrucelli, Becky Phillips, 
Alex Silady, Jenna Auston, and Mary Lou 
Gaissert, bowed while everyone cheered.

Improv, CONT.

Ms. Pawlikowski Honored
financial backing, and years  involved  in  the 
school. After discussion amongst committee 
members, Ms. Pawlikowski was chosen 
as  the winner  and notified by mail.  “I was 
so surprised when I received the letter,” 
she commented. “But to some degree, 
I wasn’t, because the J.P. music program 
is  incredible.  Its  achievements  definitely 
contributed to my achieving this honor.”   
  The  musical  award  truly  reflects  Ms. 
Pawlikowski as an individual. Growing 
up in what she calls a “musically-inclined” 
family, Ms. Pawlikowski developed an early 
appreciation for music and musicians. 
Throughout high school, however, she 
could not participate in the music program 
because of  her previous commitment to 
basketball, softball, and cross country. 
However, she remains an admirer of  those 
who chose to pursue music in school. 
“An extra advantage for high school 
musicians is that music has connections 
to subjects like mathematics,” she said.  
 Now, as an adult with more time, she 
has recently taken up piano and has both 
taught herself  and taken lessons. She 
also visits ongoing music classes at J.P. 
to listen to students perform music. Her 
opinion of  music has only gained force 
over the years. In Ms. Pawlikowski’s own 
words, “Music is the essence of  our being. 
It is one of  the few things in this world 
that can unite everyone for the better.”    

The decorations painstakingly put up in the girls’ gym locker rooms leaves 
everyone who passes in high spirits and ready for the Christmas holidays.

By CECILIA JIANG, junior

 Ms. Cone passed away on November 21, 
2009, the day after her thirty-seventh birthday. 
She died after a long struggle with breast 
cancer. I stand forever amazed by her courage: 
she did let her cancer interfere with her life. 
 Ms. Cone demonstrated unwavering 
strength throughout her battle against 
cancer. In spite of  her sickness, she 
always put her students ahead of  herself. 
She once attended a school event even 
though she was undergoing chemotherapy.  
 “[She] never complained.” Ms. Randazza 
said. “Sometimes I would say, ‘could you 
go home?’ because she seemed so sick. 
She would reply, ‘No, I have applications 
and kids to see, I can’t go home yet.’” 
Students also agreed; sophomore Priya Shah 
remembered, “Mrs. Cone always went out 
of  her way to help me. Whenever I wanted 

Ms. Cone Tribute, CONT.
to meet her, she would tell me, ‘come 
to  my  office  and  don’t  worry  about  it.’”
 She would always speak her mind and had 
a “passion for what was right,” Ms. Hill said. 
  Ms.  Cone’s  students  reflect  that  she 
was concerned and helpful. Her kindness 
reached all of  her students. She will be 
missed as a gymnastics and swimming 
coach. She will be missed as a guidance 
counselor whose dedication triumphed over 
her disease. She will be missed as warm and 
caring person whose strong spirit could 
be seen from all corners of  J.P. Stevens. 
 Her kind words still echo in my ears. 
I will remember her telling me, “if  you 
ever need anything, you can always stop 
by  my  office.”  She  has  truly  touched  the 
lives of  many here at J.P. Stevens. Thank 
you, Ms. Cone. You will be greatly missed.   

New Hindi Program 
 STUDENTS MAY  remember  filling 
out a survey on their interest in courses 
that were not yet available in the John P. 
Stevens curriculum. This year, due to the 
positive feedback the survey has received, 
the language department has added another 
language under its belt. Hindi, taught by 
Mrs. Yajnik, has been introduced as a second 
language course, and the course has made 
a lot of  progress. Offering four courses of  
increasing  difficulty,  the  Hindi  course  has 
attracted many students who hope to get in 
touch with the Indian culture and language. 
For Indian students who take Hindi, the 
program reintroduces them to a language 
and culture they may otherwise end up losing. 
      Throughout the school year, students 
have been learning about the lifestyle 
differences between the United States and 
India. They have also examined the life 
of  Gandhiji, better known as Mahatma 
Gandhi. Traditional food, activities, and 
movies also help bridge the gap between 
the two cultures. The Hindi program has 
allowed its students to improve their writing, 
reading, and understanding of  Hindi. 
Most importantly, students have come to 
respect the Indian culture. Most recently, 
with the coming of  Makar-shakrani on 

By ANIBHA SINGH, junior 
and NISHANT YAJNIK, sophomore

January 14, students tried traditional sweets 
made of  sesame seeds and participated 
in  the  tradition  of   kite-flying  firsthand. 
 The Hindi language program has been 
very active this school year. Hindi cultural 
day was held on October 19 to celebrate 
Diwali and to welcome three teachers 
from India under the iEARN program. 
Students sang and danced in a celebration of  
traditional dance and music. They also had 
a video conference with students from an 
Indian school in Pune, Maharashtra, India. 
On October 27, 2009, a dinner and movie 
night was organized where students watched 
“Wake up Sid” and had dinner at the Mogul. 
Hindi students and supervisors enjoyed 
a  night  filled with  fun,  food,  and  laughter.

 THIS PAST holiday season, the girls’ 
locker  room  was  filled  with  the  sounds 
of  excited chattering and seasonal music. 
There was also another special addition 

to the locker room scene: a bulletin board 
decorated with a border of  holly leaves and 
paper mittens. The female phys. ed. teachers, 
Ms. Savulich, Ms. Pisano, and Ms. Petrucelli, 
came up with the idea in honor of  the holiday 
season and the school’s theme “Do the 
Right Thing.” This is not the first time these 
teachers have come up with fun activities 
for the girls to do. Ms. Savulich said, “When 
I came seven years ago, I saw Ms. Pisano 
cutting out construction paper stockings. 

Holiday Cheer in Gym
Each girl could write her name on a stocking 
and  hang  it  on  the  cardboard  fireplace.” 
The three teachers have fun coming up with 
the ideas, and it has become a tradition. 
 “We start thinking of  ideas around 
Thanksgiving. Some past ideas were 

ornaments on a tree, a sled on a ski slope, 
and a sneaker on which the girls could 
write  what  fitness  goal  they  would  like 
to improve on that they could place on a 
paper track.,” Ms. Pisano explained. Some 
of  the responses written on the bulletin 
board this year included community 
service and helping at a homeless shelter. 
 Not only did the gym teachers enjoy 
putting the bulletin board display together, 
but the students enjoyed the activity as well. 

By JULIA MAXHAM, sophomore

Students part of the one-hundred member Acapella Choir rehearse a 
final time before their performance during the Night of Classical Music.
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Interview with Journalist Joel Stein CONT. 
famous for his razor-sharp wit and his 
preoccupation with himself.  Almost every 
one of  his columns, whether detailing his 
annoyance at social networking sites, his 
wife’s kitchen compost pile and placenta-
eating, or his high school reunion, is 
a sarcastic and witty little anecdote 
about his favorite subject: himself.  
 So I wasn’t surprised when Joel cut me off  
as I rattled off  his accomplishments into the 
recording on my laptop with, “I like the way 
this is going; you can just tell me all the great 
things I’ve ever done for the entire interview.”             
 When Stein agreed to be interviewed 
by his high school paper, I was a 
flurry  of   nerves  and  excitement
In an attempt to avoid national lampooning, 
I tried to prepare well and contacted Joel’s 
old English teacher.  Mrs. Laura Gundry is 
a retired English teacher from J. P. Stevens 
who had many stories to tell about Joel.  Mrs. 
Gundry related accounts of  
Stein and his friends’ antics in 
sophomore year English, with 
his well-thought-out complaint 
sessions and discussions about 
familiar titles like Ethan Frome 
and Catcher in the Rye.  With many 
a wry chuckle, she eventually 
called Joel “the perfect balance 
of  intellect and mischief,” a 
title which he found “a very 
nice thing to say about me.”  
He sounded almost touched. 
 From what he told me, it 
seems that Joel was an involved, 
active student  (read: nerd) at 
J.P. Stevens.  “My best memory 
of  high school at J.P.  Stevens, 
hm?  Well, this is about the 
nerdiest thing I can say, but 
it would have to be those 

Model United Nations trips,” he confessed. 
 The former president of  the Academy 
of  Science and vice president of  JPSMUN, 
when questioned about getting into trouble 
at school, could only list the obviously 
delinquent acts of  throwing dried apricots 
at lunch, and having some of  his Hawkeye 
“You Know You Go to JPS” submissions 
questioned by the administration.   
 Joel has a long history with this column; 
though not its creator, he was an extremely 
popular YKYG columnist.  One of  his 
perennial YKYG’s, “You know you go to JPS 
when the HSBT (precursor to the HSPA) is 
more important than education,” was printed 
in every issue for years after his graduation.  
Even now, the realistic, sharp tone of  
today’s YKYG section mimics that of  Joel’s.  
 Joel was also, as Mrs. Gundry says, a very 
good student. She cites his “inquisitive spirit” 
and ability to read well for his success in 

school. Joel recently appeared on an episode 
of  the Today Show to discuss J.D. Salinger, 
the late author of  one of  Joel’s favorite 
books, Catcher in the Rye.  Joel first  read  this 
book in the sixth grade, studied it with Mrs. 
Gundry at J. P. Stevens, and “reread it almost 
every year until [he] was twenty,” he told me.   
 “So,” I asked, “what do you think 
of  your old high school now?” 
 “Well, once I got to Stanford, I realized that 
I actually got a pretty good education at JP, 
even if  I didn’t believe it before I left Edison.” 
 Then, being a junior in JPS and unable to 
think of  anything else to say, I asked him for 

advice about college essays, 
and was told, “Write about 
something  super-specific 
and small.  Don’t try and 
sum up your entire being 
in your essays in any way.”  
 He then told me about 
planning to become a 
lawyer, but then falling into 
the  fields  of   journalism 
and entertainment through 
a lucky internship. Joel 
spoke of  his amazing 
career with slight surprise 
in his voice. “This will 
probably end soon, but 
for now, it’s pretty good.”  
 I waited for the punch 
line. Huh. Nothing. The 
sound of  a baby boy crying 
and a woman’s voice in the 
background roused me. 
 “I was reading a book 
to Laszlo before you   
called,”  he  told  me. I  
smiled at this, thinking of  
the discrepancy between 
this rather considerate and 

kind man who actually hadn’t made fun of  
me (too much), and The Joel Stein: childish 
and self-absorbed Time Magazine columnist. 
 “So, who is the REAL Joel Stein, then?” 
I pondered out loud over the phone.  
 “Well, I think everyone has different 
personas based on who they’re talking 
to, where they are, and whether they’re 
writing or speaking,” Joel said, with 
what sounded like a smile on his face.
  “I  guess  we’ll  have  to  figure  that 
out ourselves then,” I remarked.  
 “I like that!” he told me, “You should 
end your article with that!” And so, I did.  

Uniting for Haiti CONT. 

example, is selling blue wristbands for two 
dollars each that say “Help Haiti.” They are 
also teaming up with other clubs to hold a 
dance called “A Helping Hand for Haiti.” The 
choir and orchestra are sending donations 
from their “Night of  Classical Music” 
concert towards Haiti. All funds raised from 
these ongoing activities will be sent to Haiti 
as one joint fund. Donations can be made 
during lunches. Students are encouraged 
to donate whatever they have, including 
leftover change from school lunches, to 
“Haiti Buckets” located at the front of  the 
cafeteria. Homeroom representatives are 
also collecting money during homeroom. 
The reaction to fundraising for Haiti has 
been phenomenal. Ariel Lee, the Head of  
Special Events in Student Council, said, “I 
believe that it’s a good way to get people 
involved in and aware of  world affairs. 
Everyone should donate to this good cause.” 
Many students have been very supportive 
and hopeful about donating to this cause. 
 Samantha Chung, another SHS member, 
reported, “A lot of  people have become aware 
of  the situation in Haiti as a result of  this 
project.” Other students mentioned that even 

though Haiti is very different from the 
United States, both countries are uniting 
to combat the casualties and injuries. 
French Honor Society (FHS) member 
Alex El-Fakir mentioned, “It’s important 
to give charity when it is needed.” Fellow 
FHS member Akshay Kamath agreed, 
“This shows that the world is united in the 
face of  such disasters.” Speaking of  world 
unity, J.P students have noticed an increase 
in school unity as well. Andrew Luo, a 
member of  the Spanish Honor Society, 
said, “It is nice to see that everyone in J.P. is 
working together to help the less fortunate.”       
 As for future plans, French Honor Society 
President Aalekhya Malladi said that a portion 
of  the funds gathered from this year’s end-
of-the-year charity event will also go to Haiti. 
The Student Council has a penny war 
scheduled for later this month with proceeds 
going towards the project as well. More 
clubs are sure to join in  with unique ideas.
 J.P. Stevens truly came through for this 
cause. With the outstanding school unity 
and compassion that surfaced to help Haiti, 
there is no telling what else our school can 
do to make a difference in the lives of  others.

Students work to make the J.P. Stevens courtyard more beautiful.

By COLLEEN SCHREIER, senior

Courtyard Renovation
 On October 3, 2009, Thomas McGuire 
performed his Eagle Scout Project with 
the help of  volunteers to renovate the 
courtyard at J.P. Stevens. Tom’s Eagle 
Scout Project consisted of  building a path 
of  150 feet as an extension to the existing 
one,  which  was  75  feet.  Also,  a  butterfly 
garden was planted, and a final, scenic touch 
was made with the addition of  a bench.
      In order to carry out the project successfully, 
first  a  trench  three  feet  deep was  dug  and 
covered with black, plastic weed block, edges 

were put in the sides of  the trench, and lastly, 
gravel was placed over the weed block. Those 
who volunteered were mostly in charge of  
putting down the gravel—in order to do 
this, gravel was shoveled into wheelbarrows 
which were then carted through a hallway 
leading to the courtyard. Approximately 
ten tons of  gravel were then placed into 
the three inch deep trench on top of  the 
weed block until  it was filled in completely.
 During this time, the area of  dead soil 

next to the path was dug up and replaced 
with  fresh  soil  and plants, namely butterfly 
bushes (native to New Jersey). In his own 
time, Tom built a 7’9’’ length by 14’¼’’ 
high bench made of  pressurized lumber, 
which was brought to the courtyard after 
the rest of  the project was completed. The 
estimated cost of  the project came out 
to $1967.30 when materials for the path, 
garden, and bench were all accounted for.
  Tom’s Eagle Scout Project holds benefits 
on many different levels. The project 
gave him an opportunity to demonstrate 
leadership and service for his troop and for 
the community. Furthermore, the project is 

one that is environmentally conscious for 
the J.P. Stevens community. The dead soil 
originally there was turned over with organic 
components to provide a rich environment 
for  the  newly  planted  butterfly  bushes  to 
grow in. This project reminds us to take 
care of  the environment. With the efforts 
of  approximately twenty volunteers, the 
work was done efficiently, and the courtyard 
was given a more aesthetic appearance 
for our students and faculty to enjoy. 

12                 NEWS    FEB 2010





 SUCH WAS THE SLOGAN used to 
motivate players and encourage student 
body support entering the Hawks Basketball 
Team’s 2009-2010 season. The season, 
which was considered by many to be a 
rebuilding year, has without a doubt lived 
up to its peppy catch phrase; statistically, 

the team’s winless start does not compare 
with the success it has enjoyed over recent 
years. However, between the lines of a win-
loss column, achievement takes on a new 
meaning. In a year where success cannot 
be measured by wins and losses, or by a 
county standing, the Hawks have shown 
tireless determination and an unmistakable 
passion for the game, all while playing with 
great character and proudly representing 
our school. They have persevered through 
difficult in-game situations and tough blow-
out losses, emerging stronger as a team. 
Granted, they have not won a single game 
out of  the first eleven. No one  is  trying  to 

New Attitude, New Coaching Staff, New Season
sugar coat the team’s current situation, but 
when talent alone fails to deliver results, 
hard work can only help. First year Head 
Coach Mr. Jones has lightened pressure on 
the  squad  significantly,  gearing  the  team 
back towards basic, fundamental high school 
basketball, emphasizing the importance of 
honorable play and work ethic. The all-new 
coaching staff continues to mold its players 

into better athletes and better individuals. 
  One of the Hawks’ best performances 
this year came against a (5-4) Hamilton 
team. The Hawks who have failed to put 
up big numbers all season, scored 44 points 
and lost only by 13. The team was led by 
sophomore Ricky Barnett who dropped 19 
points. Brandon Ahmed, Victor Quan, Mike 
Le, and Kyle Herron each added multiple 
points to Barnett’s 19. The Hawks have 
proved their versatility and have even shown 
glimmers of true potential, once trailing the 
county’s number one team, Saint Joseph’s, 
by a mere ten points. Although the team’s 
current situation is less than favorable, the 

future looks promising. The core of the 
team, this time more experienced, will be 
back for the 2010-2011 season. The team 
will hopefully be ready to contend for a 
run in the GMC tournament given the 
passion and energy that they have shown. 
 Their counterparts, the Lady Hawks, 
have endured a similar season, also under 
a new Head Coach. Coach McCarthy, who 
pushes his teams to play with intensity and 
heart, has certainly made an impact on the 
squad. Although the team jumped out to 
an unfortunate 2-8 start, they too have 
had shining moments. One of their two 
victories came against Westhampton Tech, 
on December 28 in the J. Michael Tucker 
Basketball Tournament in Bordentown. The 
Lady Hawks scored 46 points, a total that 
earned them a sizeable 11-point victory. 
The team was led by Jessica Goldbach, who 
scored a game high 21 points. Other top 
contributors included Meagan Callender 
and Shannon LaFrano, who scored 12 and 
8 points respectively. Though the team has 
their fair share of obstacles in the regular 
season, they were able to overcome them 
in  the  tournament’s  final  game.  Jessica 
Goldbach again led all scorers, this time 
posting an even more impressive 26 points 
as the Hawks cruised to an eight point 
championship victory. Andrea Alvarez, 
Shannon LaFrano, Bridget Vale, and Meagan 
Callender also scored in the victory. Bringing 
a resurgence of pride to J.P., the Lady Hawks 
hope to use this momentum while striving 
for similar results in the future. Similarly 
to the Boys Basketball team, a strong 
work ethic, burning desire, and standout 
coaching will serve as the foundation of 
the Lady Hawks’ successful future. With 
the right blend of experience, talent, and 
desire, both programs will achieve new 
heights; the key is having enough patience to 
persevere through all the obstacles that seem 
to be blocking the road to achievement. 
Enjoy the rest of the season, Hawks!

By NISHAAD RUPAREL, sophomore Ready to Strike,
No Time to Spare 

By JENNIFER CHEN, sophomore
  
 

JPS Track Continues on its Path to Success
By MICHELLE ZHANG, sophomore 

 
 TRACK MAY OFTEN be perceived as a 
simple sport that entails running, running 
and more running. Track, however, is just 
the opposite. This sport requires mastery 
of  speed, time, and stamina. There is 
more to track than just running. Events 
such as shot put, hurdles, and relays are 
other elements that make track exciting 
and interesting for both fans and athletes.
 Training is necessary for athletes who 
want to meet the daily demands of  track. The 
team practices six days a week in the cold, 
gusty, bitter winter. Coach Martinez remarks 
that the temperature makes practices “hard, 
fun, and rewarding.” Distance runners run 
anywhere from three to four miles, and 
sprinters do agility drills. Track not only 
tests one’s physical ability to perform, but it 
also tests one’s mental ability to persevere. 
Coach Martinez commented, “It’s been a 
tough season. A cold winter, but I like the 
dedication from everybody, because they 
know they’ll be running everyday.” The sport 
tests the dedication of  athletes to come back 
every day, work hard, and come back the 
next day to do the same thing all over again.
 This year’s varsity seniors, Alan 
Broussard, Joel Shumate, Derek Chen, Tom 
Horvath, Tom McGuire, Casey Bauman, 
and Catherine Gu, lead the team with 
experience, serve as great examples for the 
newcomers, and motivate the team. Senior 
Captain Tom McGuire has stepped up to 
the plate to be a very capable leader with 
an optimistic attitude. He is always moving 
the team forward and works hard each 
and every day. This year, the track team’s 
goals are to place in the shuttle hurtles, the 
distance medleys, and the sprint medleys. 

 The top boys who 
lead the team to success 
are Alan Broussard, Joel 
Shumate, Chiedozie, and 
Tom Horvath. The top 
girls are Elerie He, Casey 
Bauman, Kristie Fan, and 
Maxine Wagenhoffer. 
Surprising newcomers 
Shrirhmoji and Avinash 
Saraf  have shown amazing 
physical abilities, and 
hope to develop their 
stamina, perseverance, and 
times, to one day become 
one of  the top runners.
 Taking place on 
December 17, 2009, at 
Jersey City, the Leon 
Baley Relay was the high 
point of  the season thus 
far. The JPS track team 
proved to be one of  the 
top teams at the relay 
by receiving honorable 
outcomes and awards. The 
team looks forward to the 
major events yet to come, 
which include the state 
relays and the GMCS. This year, JPS has 
some aspiring and outstanding runners—
Alan Broussard and Joel Shumate will be 
sent to the Eastern States to compete. 
 Training the season away with perpetual 
energy, the track team has displayed endless 
dedication to succeed. Their hard work 
has been shown in the past outcomes of  
their events, and will continue to show in 
upcoming  events  and  finally  be  paid  off. 
It takes more than just physical strength 
to persevere in the sport. It takes blood, 

Poised and ready, senior guard Jason Cocoilo strategically maintains space 
between himself and the offensive player during a recent varsity game.

sweat, and the heart to run everyday in 
the cold season. The JPS track team is 
evidently aware of  the struggles whether 
they are mental or physical. The team is 
ready to face their upcoming challenges 
together because they know there is no “I” 
in teamwork (though there is an “I” in win?).
Together, the team will be ready for what is 
to come and close out the season honorably.
The Hawks only have a few matches 
left, but the bonds they have developed 
will last far beyond a single season.

2009 - 2010  Hawks   Wrestling 
 

Weight Class: Name 
 

103: Chintan Mehta 
 

112: Chris Campione  
(Captain) 

 
119: Peter Byun 

 
125: Anthony Macchia 

 
130: Ethan Jeffries 

 
135: Mike Giacobbe  

(Captain) 
 

140: Anthony Rovito  
(Captain) 

 
145: Justin Dean 

 
152: Anthony Rienzo 

 
160: Chris Miehe 

 
171: Bob Delmonaco 

 
189: Tony Do 

 
215: Nico Candito 

 
HWT: Ryan Amoral

Senior Tom Mcguire hustles down the final 
stretch during a winter track meet at JP Stevens. 
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The JPS Wrestling squad recently 
completed another successful season 
under Coach McMullen. The Hawks 
have stayed true their legacy, evident 
in the plaques and writing that cover 
the walls of  the old gym.. Here are 
the members of  the 2009-2010 team.

WHEN THINKING about  sports, 
bowling  is  not  usually  the  first  thing 
that comes to mind. However, it 
requires acquired skill, coordination 
and aggressiveness to do well in the 
tryouts, consistent practices, and 
exciting tournaments. JPS bowling 
meets three to four times a week 
and has tournaments on Saturdays. 
Unfortunately this year has been more 
challenging than last year due to the loss 
of  valuable players, especially on the 
boys’ team. Despite this setback they 
are doing their best to succeed. Their 
averages have increased throughout 
the season with many record-setting 
games. One of  the most important 
matches this season was the one against 
Edison High School, one of  the best 
teams in the division last year. The team 
knew it was going to be hard but they 
persevered and ended up with a tie. 
Captain Mike Chan stated, “That match 
was an accomplishment. We played hard 
and there’s no doubt that it boosted the 
morale of  the team.” This year’s captains 
are Melissa Rodas, Christina Gallo, and 
Mike Chan. They display outstanding 
leadership and serve as role models. 
Freshmen Joey Mack and Katherine 
Norat strengthen the squad along with 
regulars  Marc Mamboyo, Seth Kaplan, 
and Susanna Duong. Captain Christina 
Gallo remarked, “We aim to be a 
competitive team while still maintaining 
our reputation for sportsmanship; 
we have fun while trying our best. 
We do not only rely on ourselves but 
the team as a whole to succeed.” 



10. Kobe Wins Without Shaq 
 The departure of  Shaquille O’Neal, 
followed by a couple dismal seasons by 
the Los Angeles Lakers, led critics to label 
Kobe  Bryant  as  a  selfish,  one-dimensional 
player who was unable to lead his team to 
a championship. It came to the point where 
Bryant felt he was no longer welcome in 
L.A. and asked for a trade. The Lakers, 
however, kept Bryant for the 2008 season. 
The  front  office  also  added  star  power 
forward Pau Gasol from the Memphis 
Grizzlies in exchange for Kwame Brown and 
draft picks. A trip to the 2008 NBA Finals 
resulted. However, a comeback the next 
year  sparked  and  helped  him  win  his  first 
championship without Shaq in 2009 against 
the Orlando Magic, placing him as one 
of  the best to ever step on the hardwood.

9.The Malice at the Palace
 November 19, 2004, changed the game 
of  basketball forever. It all began with 
some pushing and shoving after a hard foul, 
but the situation escalated. Hot-tempered 
Pacers forward Ron Artest was laying on the 
announcer’s table trying to stay away from 
the fight. At this time a Pistons fan decided 
to throw his drink at Artest. Furious, Artest 
ran into the stands and began to punch the 
fan and was shortly accompanied by his 
teammate Stephen Jackson. This threw the 
crowd into a frenzy as people began to fear 
for their safety. Artest was consequently 
suspended for the remainder of  the season.

8.Brett Favre Retires, then Un-retires
 He retired, then un-retired, then retired 
again. Unable to let go of  the game, Favre 
left the Packers and decided to sign with 
the Jets after disputes with the Packers 
management. After a year in New York, 
Favre yet again entertained the idea of  
retiring, but once again was unable to leave. 
Favre decided to sign the Minnesota Vikings. 
To the surprise of  many, Favre had one of  
his best seasons in the NFL and led his team 
to the NFC Championship game, only to 

lose to the New Orleans Saints 31-28 in OT.                                                                                                                                             
7.The Tiger Woods Scandal

 Tiger Woods seemed to have the perfect 
life, being the richest athlete ever, winning 
every tournament he could, endorsing every 
other big name brand out there, and having 
a happy family. 
People admired 
how he was 
able to balance 
his successful 
career along 
with his family 
life. This all 
d r a s t i c a l l y  
changed. In 
2009, after 
getting into a 
heated dispute 
with his wife 
and crashing 
his SUV into 
a tree in the 
middle of  the 
night, Tiger’s 
story was no 
longer a secret. 
Tiger Woods was reportedly cheating 
on his wife and had multiple mistresses. 
All of  a sudden, Tiger’s image has been 
severely damaged and he has taken an 
indefinite  leave  from  competitive  golf   in 
order to get his personal life back together.

6.The Curse was Reversed
 The Curse of  the Bambino haunted the 
Boston Red Sox for eighty-six years and 
deprived them of  a Championship for all that 
time. The curse was deemed incurable. But in 
2004, the Boston Red Sox beat the curse and 
won the World Series, coming back from a 
3-0 deficit to beat the Yankees in the ALCS, 
and then went on to defeat the Cardinals in 
the World Series. This victory finally put the 
most feared curse in all of  sports to rest.

5.The Steroids Era
 The decade was a painful decade for 
the world of  baseball. The frequent use 
of  performance-enhancing drugs and 

steroids by some of  the game’s most 
illustrious players tainted not only their 
accomplishments, but the sport as a whole. 
These next ten years may very well dictate 
the future of  baseball, and the role of  
performance-enhancing drugs in the sport.

4.Zinédine Zidane’s head-butt
 How in the world could one of  the decade’s 
greatest athletes lose his head at the pinnacle 
of  his career and make his final impression 
on the sports world an act of  thuggery 
rather than any brilliant soccer skill? Zidane 
had put his team ahead in the World Cup 
final  against  Italy  with  a  penalty.  But  after 
Italy scored an equalizer, more calmness was 
required from Zidane in extra time. Instead, 
he let Italy’s Marco Materazzi’s taunts get 
to him, and with a mere ten minutes left 
in the game, Zidane leveled Materazzi with 
a head-butt. The soccer star was sent off, 
and Italy went on to win on penalty shots. 

3.Roger Federer vs. Rafael Nadal
 Lakers-Celtics, Redsox-Yankees, and 
Colts-Patriots: all are the most intense 
rivalries in their respective sports. However, 
tennis’ prime rivalry eclipses all of  these. 
Roger Federer and Rafael Nadal, the two 

best tennis players today, have gone back 
and forth countless times in the past couple 
years in order to see who is number one. Still, 
there is no clear-cut answer as to who is the 
king of  men’s tennis. At Wimbledon 2008, 
these two engaged in the greatest tennis 
match ever played. The longest final match 
in the history of  Wimbledon, four hours 
and forty-eight minutes, kept spectators on 
the edge of  their seats until the very end. 
After  playing  for  nearly  five  hours,  Nadal 
claimed  his  first  Wimbledon  title  winning 
with the score of  6-4, 6-4, 6-7, 6-7, 9-7.

2.Giants vs. Patriots Superbowl
 Perhaps one of  the greatest upsets of  
all-time, the New York Giants defeated 
the New England Patriots 17-14 in Super 
Bowl XLIII. The Patriots entered the game 
18-0, one game away from a perfect 19-0 
season, but faltered as David Tyree saved 
the Giants by making the catch of  his life 
in the fourth quarter. He was able to jump 
and press the ball against his helmet as he 
hit the ground. Later, a touchdown pass 
from Eli Manning to Plaxico Burress gave 
the Giants the lead and a Super Bowl title.

1.Michael Phelps  Wins Eight Gold
 The Summer Olympics, which occur 
every four years, are always a momentous 
occasion. However, 2008 was something 
extraordinary. American swimmer Michael 
Phelps, considered the greatest swimmer 
of   all  time,  solidified  this  belief   by  his 
performance in Beijing. Phelps competed 
in eight races, three of  them team events 
and  the  other  five  individual.  To  the 
surprise of  everyone, Phelps took the gold 
medal in all eight events, while setting new 
world records in seven of  them. Phelps’ 
eight gold medals broke former American 
swimmer Mark Spitz’s record of  seven and 
made him a household name worldwide.  
The 2008 Olympics will always be 
remembered not just for Michael 
Phelps’s accomplishments but also for 
other admirable victories: Usain Bolt 
broke the world record for the 100 
meter dash with a time of  9.76 seconds.

The Top Ten Sports Moments of the Past Decade
By AHAD KHAN, senior

Roger Federer congratulates Rafael Nadal after winning his first 
Wimbledon title in one of the best tennis matches ever played.

Lets Talk  a Little Hockey The Winter Olympics
How has the season been so far?

Andrew Horenbein: It has been great. We 
have a lot of  young talent on the team, 
and despite our record, we are doing 
better than we were in previous years. 
The fans have supported us all the way, 
and they constantly boost our energy on 
the ice. The effort has been tremendous, 

and  the  new  guys  are  fitting  in  well. 
How well do you think the team will 

contend next year?
Andrew: We are a team with a lot of  potential, 
and the more the young players develop the 
better we will be. Even other teams see us as a 
team with potential because of  our energy and 
effort. The future looks bright for the team. 
What have you learned from your four 

years of  experience playing hockey?
Andrew: Hockey has made a large impact 
on me. It has taught me great leadership 
skills and how to lead a team. Making 
decisions is not easy, but it’s a different 

approach to the game than just playing. It 
requires a lot of  work to be a playmaker. 
There is a lot of  respect for the captain, 
but it comes with a lot of  responsibility.
What are some things the team could 

work on that they are aware of ?
Andrew: The effort and the energy level. The 
energy level is always high in the beginning, 
but problems arise when we are losing. 
The one thing I’ve learned through my 

experience is that even 
when you are losing you 
need  to find something 
to boost your energy 
to start heading in the 
right direction. We need 
to stay positive, and 
losing isn’t an excuse 
for a lack of  effort. 
No matter what the 
score is, the effort has 
to be there. Once the 
younger players develop 
and learn that, we will 
definitely be a hard team 

to beat. There have always been comebacks, 
and we just have to believe in them.
After the loss of  this year’s seniors, how 

do you think the team will adjust?
Andrew: They are a great team with a lot 
of  young talent. It  is filled with rising stars 
and as new players practice and develop, 
they will be able to contend with many 
opponents for years to come. Some players 
will have to step up and lead next year. 
We have multiple juniors and sophomores 
who will  be  able  to  fill  the  voids  that  will 
be created by the seniors leaving including 
both assistant captain and captain positions.

Interview by HAWKEYE STAFF

 EVEN THOUGH there are so many sports 
venues this year, the cream of  the crop has 
to be the 2010 Winter Olympic Games in 
Vancouver, British Colombia, which begins 
on February 12, 2010. The Winter Games 
tend to be overlooked a bit as the media 
tends to hype the Summer Games more. 
 Personally, I do not usually watch winter 

sports too often, but there is something 
about the thrill and exhilaration produced 
during the games that gets everyone to watch. 
There  are  fifteen  total  competitive  events 
at the games: alpine skiing, biathlon, 
bobsleigh, cross-country skiing, curling, 
figure  skating,  freestyle  skiing,  ice  hockey, 
luge, Nordic combined, short track speed 
skating, skeleton, ski jumping, snowboard, 
and speed skating. My favorite sports in the 
Winter Games are hockey, speed skating, 
skeleton, and snowboarding. Some of  the 
favorites for the Olympic team are speed 
skater Apollo Anton Ohno, snowboarder 

Shaun White, and skier Lindsay Vaughn. 
 Of  these sports, skeleton is the most 
exciting competitive event. Most people 
who do not follow winter sports may 
not know what skeleton comprises of  
or that the sport was nearly banned 
because of  its high risk and injury factor. 
 Basically, each participant, male or female, 
runs for fifty meters and dives headfirst into 
a sled which then zooms down a bobsled 

track. It is one of  
the most  dangerous 
sports of  any season.
 Anyone who has 
ever watched the 
Winter Olympic 
Games will know 
about short track speed 
skating because of  the 
Michael Phelps of  the 
Winter Games: Apollo 
Anton Ohno. He does 
not win medals at the 
rapid rate that Phelps 
does, but nonetheless, 

his skill, combined with the pace of  the 
race, makes it all the more salivating. Short 
track  speed  skating  is  definitely  the  event 
that casual viewers of  sports and the 
Olympics cannot afford to miss out on. 
 Unlike the Summer Olympic Games, 
the United States does not dominate in the 
medal count. In fact, at the previous Winter 
Games at Torino, Italy, Germany took the 
top spot in the medal count.. Tune in to NBC 
to  watch the prestigious opening ceremony. 
The opening ceremony, just as it was in 
Beijing only two years ago, is one of  the 
most exciting parts of  the entire Olympics.

Shaun White, coming off a superpipe win at the X 
Games, hopes to earn gold in Vancouver, Canada.

By RAJ DESAI, senior
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