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Who Was Theatre Rises to New Heights Events and
Excitement
John P.
at FCCLA
Stevens?
By RACHEL CHENG, senior, and
TRISHA GUGALE, junior

By MATT LEE, senior
If you’ve been following
along since the last edition, you’d
know that John P. Stevens neither
donated his land for the founding
of our high school as rumors
suggest, nor provided funds toward
its construction. So then who
exactly was the man behind the
name we see every day? A wealthy
businessman? A humanitarian
activist? A townsman? The answer
to that would be all of the above.
John P. Stevens was a Plainfield
resident who attended Phillips
Academy and eventually Yale
University. He was sent overseas to
fight in World War I, but returned
after the war and earned a law

The

John P. Stevens
degree from Harvard. He was also
the chairman for the Greater New
York appeal of the Red Cross during
World War II that earned millions
for the charity organization.
What we know him for, however,
is not his upbringing but rather
his extremely successful career.
Stevens was the wealthy President
of John P. Stevens & Co., one of
the largest textile manufacturers
in the United States back then.
The company was founded in the
1800s in Andover, Massachusetts,
and by 1960, it had 50 plants in
41 locations across the Eastern
seaboard, from Massachusetts to
New York to South Carolina. Head
of one of the largest companies
in the States, Stevens was the
modern-day equivalent of a CEO
of a “Fortune 500” company.
Stevens was also a member of
the Edison Board of Education
from 1940 to 1959 and acted as its
President for fifteen years, leading
the Board through a population
spike crisis and the construction of
three elementary schools, Thomas
Jefferson and John Adams Middle
Schools and Edison High School.
Even though he was one of
See JP STEVENS, page 8

Maracas shook and strobe
lights flashed in sync with the
upbeat samba rhythms and
actors' moves, raps, and melodies
in the JP Theatre Company’s
Spring Musical, “In The Heights.”
Portraying the spirited and vibrant
characters of Dominican descent
nestled in Washington Heights,
cast members demonstrated the
strength of friendship, despite the
hardships that their characters had
to surmount.

The theme song, “In the
Heights,” kicked off the show
as Usnavi De La Vega, a young
bodega owner played by junior
Kevin Zheng, rapped his way
onto center stage. Shortly after,
the plot introduced the rest of
the jubilant characters in the
community and their ambitions.
Dancers clad in colorful clothes
shuffled onto the stage and got the
audience moving to the beat of the
percussion instruments and the
trumpets of the pit band. The cast
members immediately engaged

FCCLA

See HEIGHTS, page 8

See FCCLA, page 9

Blood, Sweat, and Steel

JPSMUN’s
March to
April

By JAIMIE SWARTZ, senior

 OFTEN COINED “the varsity sport
for the mind,” the international
FIRST (For Inspiration and
Recognition of Science and
Technology) Robotics Program
immerses high school students
in the world of science and
engineering by challenging them
to construct complex robots.
From March 22 to March 24, the
JP Stevens robotics team, also
called The WarHawks, competed
at the regional level of the FIRST
Robotics Competition (FRC) with
its newly-built robot.
The team’s building season began
in January, when FIRST Robotics
released the rules of a new game.
Contrary to popular belief, the
robots are made not to attack each
other, but to play sports. This year’s
game, called Ultimate Ascent, is
a robotic variation of Ultimate
Frisbee; robots shoot Frisbees into
goals and can climb ten-foot tall
pyramids for bonus points. In six
intense weeks, The WarHawks’
mechanical, electrical, design,
and
programming
sub-teams
collaborated to build “Captain

Stevens

the audience and made a great first
impression with their vocal skills.
Freshman Krupa Chowski said,
“The dance moves they pulled off
were amazing! I could imagine
the countless, tiresome rehearsals
involved with the choreography.
While watching, I got lost in the
excitement and started humming
along and tapping my feet to the
tune. It was so exciting that I felt as
if I were a part of the Washington
Heights community that night.”

NARAYAN KOVIL

Usnavi, portrayed by junior Kevin Zheng, urges others to seize the moment and enjoy
the good that still exists, a valuable theme illustrated in this production.
By ANGELA PAUL, sophomore

JP

attended the 66th annual New
Jersey FCCLA State Leadership
Conference at the Crowne Plaza
Hotel in Cherry Hill on March 14
and 15. The conference fostered
interaction with other members
and advisors from all over the
state and provided the opportunity
for club members to expand
their leadership development. JP
members lived up to this year’s
theme, “Passport to Excellence,”
by attending general sessions and
workshops and participating in
competitive events.
The first day of the conference
was fully scheduled with engaging
leadership workshops and an
entertaining evening filled with
fun and active recreation which
included a dance, a hypnotist, an
inspirational movie, as well as a
Zumba session. Students were
also able to make fleece hats that
were donated to homeless shelters
across New Jersey.
Aside from the workshops and
entertainment, all participants
and team members also took part

By AVINASH SARAF, senior

randomly assigned two supporting
teams and three opposing teams to
play Ultimate Ascent. Team advisor
Mr. Kearney said, “When I see our
robot score a Frisbee, I think, ‘Yes,
that’s exactly what we built it to
do. Do it again.’” Trained referees
kept score and ranked teams based
on the number of matches each
team won. Between matches,
The WarHawks “pit crew” fixed
up the robot in preparation
for each subsequent round.

“And the Outstanding Large
Delegation Award goes to... John P.
Stevens High School!”
If you had asked the 28 members
of the JP Stevens Model United
Nations team how they felt when
these words were announced at the
closing ceremonies of NAIMUN,
you probably would have gotten 28
long, emotional, and rather unique
responses. JPSMUN traveled to
the North American Invitational
Model UN Conference (NAIMUN)
at Georgetown University this past
winter to compete in one of the
largest conferences in the world.
“There were over three thousand
people, many of whom were from
other countries. It was incredible
to meet all of the people,” junior
Akhil Bandi recalls.
This
large
international
presence contributed greatly to the
conference, giving delegates first-

See ROBOTICS, page 9

See JPSMUN, page 8

JAIMIE SWARTZ

The WarHawks prepare their robot for the competition.
Hook,” a three-foot tall robot. The
team’s marketing department also
created a forty-page business plan
which detailed the team’s goals,
sources of funding, and annual
$9000 budget.
Once the building season
passed, The WarHawks traveled
to Mount Olive High School in
Flanders, New Jersey, for the
regional competition. Parents and
spectators, generating a crowd of
over 1500 people, came to watch
thirty-five teams compete. Every
half hour, the JP Robotics team was
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The Year of the Gap
By SRUTI RACHAPUDI, sophomore
As the school year enters its final
stretch, twelfth graders around the nation
are looking forward to life after high school.
For many seniors, this includes attending
college. While some students anticipate
going to college with excitement, others
address their acceptance letters with
overwhelming exhaustion. Sure, these
students want to attend college — just not
yet.
As high school teenagers who will
eventually become college students, we have
enormously high expectations to live up to.
Therefore, we might be apprehensive about
beginning this new phase of our academic
careers. What many of us don’t know,
however, is that a growing number
of American teenagers is taking a
yearlong break from textbooks,
homework, and exams in
what is known as a “gap year.”
Instead of beginning college
immediately after high school,
these students take a year off
to pursue other interests on
their own. Possibilities include
swimming with dolphins in
Greece, volunteering at an AIDS
awareness center in South Africa,
jetting off to London as a fashion
intern, or exploring Europe’s rich
history and fascinating culture for
either educational or personal purposes.
In the past, students have used gap years
for energizing their brains’ batteries and for
exploring unique opportunities related to
their future careers — not for sitting around
and playing League of Legends or MarioKart
all day (as one might expect). Dedicated
students take this opportunity to explore
other cultures, work on individual projects,
and pursue educational interests that may
correspond to their major. For example, a
potential medical student joined the Peace
Corps during her gap year and was able
to perform first aid and assist doctors in

treating sick patients. More likely than not,
taking a gap year will prove more productive
than directly entering college freshman year,
simply because of the various once-in-alifetime experiences and emotional growth
“gappers” can undergo. If you are given the
extraordinary opportunity of taking a gap
year, go for it. You’ll be a much different
student, and odds are you’ll be a better
person, too.
Despite the advantages of taking a gap
year, the act of doing so still seems bizarre

to many American students. Some believe
that anything delaying the goal of earning
a degree isn’t exactly enticing. This is
understandable, considering that it takes
more than six years, on average, for an
American student to earn a degree. However,
colleges and universities are increasingly
supporting — and even encouraging — the
idea of a gap year by granting admitted

Leadership Redefined
By BRILLIAN BAO, freshman
When we hear the word “leader,” we
think of the most confident and flamboyant
person we know, and rightly so. Leaders
are thought to be outgoing, prepared, and
sometimes ruthless, willing to tear down
anyone or anything that gets in their way
— all while maintaining a charismatic and
likeable image. But are all leaders this way?
If not, what, then, defines a true leader?
The complication with this question is
that the ingrained interpretation of “leader”
as defined above is not entirely correct,
especially in the modern world. This is not
to say that the stereotypical definition of a
leader is a bad one; charismatic, confident,
and courageous, leaders are the supposed
embodiments of unreserved persistence
and conviction (in other words, extroverts).
People such as Ronald Reagan, Bill Clinton,
and Oprah are acknowledged to be
exceptionally extroverted commanders. But
you don’t have to be an extrovert to be an
adept leader — a great leader always comes
with flaws, but the difference is that he or
she has learned to accept and handle all
the flaws well. In recognizing that success
isn’t permanent, a leader defines success in
terms of achieving goals rather than gaining
popularity. Take, for instance, introverted
individuals such as Rosa Parks, Abraham
Lincoln, and President Barack Obama. Each
leader has had to cope criticisms just by
standing up for his or her beliefs. Thinking
before acting differentiates introverted
leaders from many extroverted leaders.
So, who are our leaders? The leaders of

the past range from coercive to coaching,
authoritative to affiliative, and pacesetting
to visionary. Leaders come in all sorts of
forms, not all of which are domineering
or authoritative. The most ubiquitous yet
often unappreciated leader across the globe
is the classroom teacher. The leadership
of teachers is not typical in that it is not
manifested through the control a teacher
may exercise over a class — rather, it is
demonstrated through proficiency in the art
of communicating a passion for learning and
pushing students to work independently and
follow their dreams. They understand that
one of the most effective ways for students
to remember a lesson is by making the lesson
memorable. Teachers who do not simply
“teach to the test” and who go beyond what
their jobs require are the ones who create
a lasting impact on students. By doing so,
they bestow upon their students valuable
life skills, such as perseverance, technique,
confidence, and empathy.
Although
Facebook
CEO
Mark
Zuckerberg exhibits many unusual traits,
he is nonetheless a leader in his own right.
Dropping out of Harvard to pursue his vision
of a more connected world, Zuckerberg has
dealt with his share of criticism throughout
his career. From declining Yahoo’s offer to buy
Facebook in 2006 to managing the company
after its shares dropped significantly in
value, Zuckerberg has repeatedly displayed
his ability to work through major problems.
Even though Facebook’s CEO has become
extraordinarily wealthy with the filing of his
company’s IPO, Zuckerberg’s solitary goal
has been, and continues to be, to connect

students a year-long deferral. The gap year
program, which originated in the United
Kingdom in the 1960s, is now being endorsed
by well-known institutions of higher learning
such as Princeton University and Harvard
College. Despite this recommendation by
such prestigious colleges, parents worry that
a short-term break will derail the futures of
their “gappers” into overextended detours.
Yet this is largely a myth: in a random survey
of 280 “gappers,” 90% of them advanced to
their promising futures in college. By simply
planning for college before or during their
year-long hiatus from academics, students
can take the time to consider what they aim
to pursue in the future instead of staying
plagued by uncertainty about their
major during the rest of their college
years.
An extra year for relaxed
yet applicable studying may
be just what some students
need to take on the rigorous
courses they will pursue in the
future. A gap year can allow
a student to gain financial
assistance or help a family
business, or perhaps even
launch a new one. While
taking a year off after high
school alleviates the pressure of
classes, homework, and finals, it
also energizes students for college
the next fall. More importantly, a
gap year may be just what is needed
to pursue self-development and growth,
bridging the transition from teenage to adult
life. It’s no wonder that being cooped up in
a formal education system for thirteen years
doesn’t work miracles for our maturation
and for our consciousness of global issues.
Instead of attending college directly after
high school, we should consider a yearlong voyage of self-discovery — not only for
relieving our physical and mental health, but
also for creating unforgettable memories
by embracing unconventional methods of
education.

people. A widely circulated letter from Mark
Zuckerberg starts with: “Facebook was not
originally created to be a company. It was
built to accomplish a social mission — to
make the world more open and connected.”
Perhaps an even more successful leader
is Steve Jobs, who was a different type of
visionary: he was able to provide a clear
view of the products he wanted to create
for the world. Jobs was able to motivate
people to stretch beyond their limits — every
engineer, every designer, and every artist
knew that he was working on a dream worth
pursuing. Like Zuckerberg, Jobs wasn’t
motivated by money. His annual salary of
$1 since his return to Apple has placed the
majority of his wealth in an investment in
the success of his own company. Jobs shared
the knowledge he gained from Pixar with
Apple in order to advance Apple beyond
what anyone expected. His vision for a
more technologically advanced society was
revolutionary; his passion, extraordinary.
We can’t all be a Steve Jobs or a Mark
Zuckerberg. Not all leaders are created
equal, after all. Learning to develop a vision
cannot be taught, but finding a passion for
a dream can. Technology giants, teachers,
entrepreneurs, government officials, and
others are some of the many leaders in
the world today responsible for bringing
about change by spreading their own
innovative ideas. They may have different
characteristics, but they all share one
thing in common: their commitment to a
goal and their willingness to collaborate,
communicate, and do whatever else it takes
to achieve it.
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It’s Time to be Pro-hack-tive
By AMEER MALIK, junior
The Internet is quickly becoming
the new medium of choice for protest;
instead of meeting discreetly in hideouts to
organize demonstrations against injustices
and societal issues, protesters can now
band together via cyberspace. People are
using the Internet, along with computer
programs and software, to promote political
causes; individuals comprising this latter
group are dubbed “hacktivists.” One rather
highly-publicized group of hacktivists is
Anonymous, which has adopted the Guy
Fawkes mask as its symbol and has been
involved in the recent Occupy Wall Street
movement. The Cambridge Business English
Dictionary defines hacktivism as “the activity
of using computers to try to achieve political
change, for example by attacking websites or
illegally entering another computer system.”
Due to the illegal nature of many activities
they carry out, hacktivists have gained a
negative reputation and have been viewed
as a threat by many. However, this is not a
fair way to view these brave individuals who,
for the most part, act out of a strong sense
of justice.
Take for example what occurred during
February 2011, when hacktivists inspired
civilian-led protests by releasing documents
regarding the corruption of the Tunisian
govenment. To assist in protesting this
tyranny, Anonymous replaced several official
government websites with pages displaying
messages supporting the Tunisian uprising,
revealing the true power of hacktivists in
posing a threat to the power of a nation’s
government, as well as the potential of
individuals to respond directly to what they
perceive as acts of injustice. Had no evidence
of corruption existed within the Tunisian

government, then they would never have
come into hacktivists’ crosshairs.
Another aspect of hacktivism involves
information gathering. On March 17, 2013,
two teens from Steubenville, Ohio, were
found guilty of sexual assault. Quite some
time earlier, Anonymous had
launched a website called
LocalLeaks, which
had uploaded
information

Then, there are acts of vigilantism that
hacktivists can carry out against civilian
groups. A notable example of this is when
Anonymous fought against the Westboro
Baptist Church, a hate group that is widely
known for picketing the funerals of fallen
soldiers — the Westboro members  
are allowed to do this
under the First
Amendment’s
protection

regarding
the
incident taken from
illegally hacked email
accounts. Hacktivists had wanted to
make sure that the incident was not covered
up and that the facts became known to the
public. Again, this action, though illegal, was
fueled by noble intentions — in this case,
aiding an innocent victim.

of free
speech. The
Westboro Baptist
Church planned to protest a vigil
meant for the victims of the Sandy Hook
shooting. Anonymous released the personal
information of several members of the hate
group and hacked into websites associated
with the group. When the government could

Don’t Cross the Punch Line
By VAYNE ONG, freshman
What do you get when you combine
a devastating tragedy with a notoriously
“edgy” stand-up comedian? News headlines
that read, “[insert name here] has crossed
the line.”
What may seem to be a career-ending
fiasco worthy of noting in the history books
actually occurs all the time. It seems that
after nearly every headline-making tragedy,
some young, up-and-coming joker will
respond with an offensive and insensitive
joke. For example, less than a week after the
Aurora theater mass shooting in July 2012,
comedian Dane Cook remarked that had
he watched the first twenty-five minutes of
The Dark Knight Rises, he probably would
have remarked, “Ugh [...] shoot me.” Topics
long considered to be too sensitive for
lighthearted conversation are also not out of
any comedian’s grasp. Whenever a comedian
makes any remotely controversial joke, we
can’t help but ask: how far is too far?
One of the best and most powerful aspects
of comedy is its ability to deconstruct an
idea: to not only address the elephant in the
room, but also build a comfortable setting
in its presence. Comedy is an art form. The
problem is that while anyone can be an
artist, not everyone can be a great one. While
some successfully manipulate comedy to
push boundaries, other artists completely
ignore or transgress them and neglect to
think twice about the consequences. The
latter includes trivializing sensitive issues
by inadverdently performing a routine in an
inappropriate context. Would a joke about a
kid bringing a gun to school be considered
funny if you heard it a week after the Sandy
Hook Elementary School shootings? No, it
wouldn’t.
Perhaps the question of “Was this safe
comedy, or did this push the boundaries

too far?” is best exemplified by Stephen
Colbert’s hosting stint at the 2006 White
House Correspondents’ Association Dinner.
This event has been cited frequently as one
of the most daring and memorable moves
a comedian has made in recent years. For
nearly twenty-five minutes, Colbert, in
character as the same conservative pundit
he plays on The Colbert Report, roasted
then-President George W. Bush and other
high-profile members in the audience —
directly to their faces. As part of his routine,
Colbert jokingly pledged his support for the
president’s actions and policies, stating that
President Bush stands “not only for things,
but also on things,” referring to Bush’s
photo-ops at the site of the World Trade
Center post-9/11.
In the end, the central issue of Colbert’s
performance wasn’t its content, but its
context — the audience didn’t exactly
consist of liberal college students, and
the routine took place at a time when the
Bush administration was at a low point.
Some critics argue that he ventured close
to bullying, while others lauded him for
discussing the dire state of the country.
He may have gone too far in some respects
— perhaps he offended his conservativeleaning audience — but he did not trivialize
the Iraq War or the energy policy at the time.
Instead, Colbert took a stance on important
issues through his comedic routine in a room
full of people that might have encountered
tension in attempting to discuss those issues
themselves. That is pushing the boundaries
without going too far.
But the issue of content and context
in humor relates not only to mainstream
comedians, but also to average people. Many
people mention violence, sexuality, and race
in their jokes to sound edgy and unafraid of
what others may think, but sometimes what
they actually do is perpetuate a culture of

prejudice. Instead of pushing the boundaries
of society, these jokes create more. It is
saddening how often people “jokingly”
threaten others with assault; although
nobody may actually wish such a heinous
crime on another person, the joke reduces
the gravity of the crime to a seemingly
meaningless threat.
As for context, several factors must
be taken into consideration — timing,
environment, and audience. Yes, comedians
should question authority and teach others
to think for themselves, but there is a line
between lighthearted teasing and plain
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not intervene, hacktivists were guided by a
sense of morality to inflict punishment upon
members of the Westboro Baptist Church,
people whom they felt deserved it.
The common theme here is that the
hacktivist defies the laws of a nation to
act in a way that involves a higher sense
of morality and justice. Their practice
follows the notion of civil disobedience — a
practice championed by the likes of Henry
David Thoreau, Martin Luther King Jr.,
and Mahatma Gandhi. Hacktivists similarly
follow this tradition of protest, except
in the field of cyberspace. Today, many
hacktivists work toward transparency and
against corruption; through their actions,
corruption lessens and information is more
freely available. Like all noble protestors,
most hacktivists have a clear goal and
definite direction in mind, and they fight for
the same ideals our legal system values.
Also, while it can be noted that certain
actions by hacktivists, such as taking down
websites and hacking email accounts, are
more aggressive than the protests of Gandhi
or Dr. King, looking at past measures, one
can see that hacktivists tend not to throw
the first punch. While it may make some
nervous to see the power and reach of
hacktivist groups, one should find solace in
the fact that innocent people are generally
not their targets.
It seems clear that many prominent
hacktivists understand what to do with
the immense power that they hold: protect
the average person from the abuses of
authorities. With the amazing skill and
talent in computer programming that they
possess, these modern day protesters work
with the average person’s best interests in
mind; for this alone, if nothing else, they
should be commended.

disrespect. The student jokester should
be well aware of his friends’ insecurities;
teasing goes “too far” when he exploits these,
gambling his friendships for a few laughs.
Comedy legend George Carlin once
said, “It’s the duty of the comedian to find
out where the line is drawn and cross it
deliberately.” It’s true that we shouldn’t live
in a culture where we feel afraid to express
our opinions, but we should at least be aware
of the consequences. Most of us are aware
of the line between a joke about gun culture
and a joke about mass murder; acknowledge
that boundary with caution.
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No Drones in the Combat Zone
By VISHAL BAILOOR, political columnist
“The right to Life, Liberty, and the
Pursuit of Happiness.” Over two hundred
years ago, Thomas Jefferson penned those
immortal words — the three basic rights
every human being has from birth to death.
As a champion of democracy, justice, and
equality, America should be paving the
path forward in protecting these rights and
striking out injustice across the world. Yet
today, America poses the greatest threat
to liberty and the basic right to life that
has ever faced the citizens of our Earth.
Imagine, for a second, that at any time, a man
a million miles away could snatch away your
life with the push of a button. Now picture
that scenario multiplied a thousandfold, the
weapons of choice being an army of silent,
often undetectable automatons, with all the
armaments of death but none of the human
ability to sympathize or feel remorse. That is
the new force of drone warfare that Obama
has expanded and pioneered across the
world, a force that — in order to uphold basic
human rights — should not exist.
Drones are more accurately described as
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles, or UAVs, which
are essentially pilotless mini-planes with
the capacity to kill. While the technology
has existed for years, Obama has recently
increased their use in the military, replacing
“obsolete” human soldiers, that have the
capacity for split-second decision making
and precise aim, with robots that are known
for collateral damage and accuracy — or lack
of — measured in yards, not inches. They’ve
been increasingly deployed in already wartorn and politically unstable areas, from
Afghanistan to Pakistan, where they are
often used to kill suspected terrorists, and
everyone else in the blast radius. Though
the technology America uses for its drone
program is quite sophisticated, these
machines have an alarming rate of failure
in enemy territory: every time one fails but
remains salvageable, we are literally handdelivering advanced technology to the very
enemies we are hunting, perhaps the most
counterproductive exercise of all.
Americans are guaranteed the right to a
fair trial – no American citizen since the Civil

War has been deprived of this right without
repercussions, for it is the cornerstone of
the American legal system. Yet, among the

was suspected of inciting people to terrorist
activity and spreading extremism. Drones
snuffed out the lives of him and his retinue

many crimes of drone warfare lies a stark
one — the breaking of not only international
law (which requires that killing be a
military necessity and used against targets
directly engaging in hostile activities), but
of American law as well. Anwar al-Awlaki,
an American-born Muslim cleric killed by
a CIA-led drone strike in November 2011,

without legal proceedings, despite the fact
that al-Awlaki was an American citizen.
Whether he had earned execution is another
matter entirely; the real issue here lies in
what was done prior to this attack, and that
is the real travesty: this man did not receive
a trial. If the government has the right to kill
American citizens anywhere, at anytime,

without free trial, what will happen if
mistakes are made? What will happen if the
victim is someone you know?
An often ignored consequence of
using drones results from their killing of
innocents; after all, drones often cause three
or four civilian casualties per suspected
terrorist caught. Such civilian deaths often
result in resentment of the U.S. abroad
and can destabilize those governments
that assist the United States in conducting
these killings within their borders. This
was a significant issue in Pakistan back
in 2009, when the Taliban was launching
propaganda campaigns claiming that all
drone victims are innocent. This resulted
in people attacking government buildings
as a sign of their opposition to the Zardari
government. Sometimes, family members
of innocent victims of drones decide to join
terrorist groups to exact revenge on the
United States government for using drones.
The purpose of these drones is ostensibly
to target and remove threats to the United
States in the forms of terrorists and radical
militants. Ultimately, though, the misuse
of these machines breeds the very enemies
America hopes to eliminate.
There is certainly a reason these
inventions exist. They save American lives
from death, extend America’s reach, and
allow us to carry out operations deep in
enemy territory where alternatives would
otherwise not be possible. Some are actually
used for more benign purposes inside
the United States, such as carrying out
search-and-rescue missions, as one police
department in Colorado does. However,
the drones being debated currently are
not as harmless or refined. To say they are
keeping America safe is hypocrisy masked
only thinly by truth. By saying drone strikes
are needed to maintain safety is to make
the egregious crime of saying that the lives
of foreigners — whatever their religion,
culture, or nationality — are worth less than
our false sense of comfort, a viewpoint we
should neither accept nor defend. To use our
weapons to kill innocent civilians, to take
lives without trial, to kill American citizens
overseas, whatever their crimes, is to lose
what makes us American.

cause to nearby civilian areas like hospitals
or public spaces, ensuring that drone pilots
are always aware of the consequences of
their drone use. Far from being ruthless and
without discretion, drones are actually very
efficient in carrying out attacks by providing
more intelligence, surveillance, and attack
opportunities than any other program could
provide.
There are, of course, numerous concerns
related to drone use, one of which is the
issue of privacy. Drones, after all, are “eyes
in the sky.” In theory, don’t they then have
the potential to see everything? The answer
to this question lies in their programming.
Drones can be programmed so they cannot
see what they are not supposed to: their
built-in warning mechanisms have overrides
in place to prevent any user’s attempts to
use a drone for getting close to buildings
and spying. Moreover, they can have built-in
sensors that disable the drone if someone tries
to install better cameras for unwarranted
surveillance. Furthermore, security systems
are improving, so it is harder to hack
drones for malevolent purposes. And this
doesn’t even start to cover the government
regulations in place to enforce proper use
of drones. Currently, it is only legal to use
a drone to conduct a targeted killing if the
target is believed to be an Al-Qaeda operative
or affiliate, or if the target is involved in this
terrorist network. In addition, before any
attack is carried out, intelligence, security,

and other personnel engage in extensive
debates and try to determine if alternatives
— such as capture — are possible. Members
of the House and Senate intelligence
committees also review the details of every
successful strike by examining footage as
well as intelligence confirming whether
the target was a threat. If members of these
committees or their aides, who include
several veteran intelligence analysts,   find
any behavior by the CIA objectionable,
they can have CIA officials testify in closed
hearings to explain themselves. The idea
of drone usage involving no discretion and
zero accountability is largely a myth; like
any government operation, it involves much
oversight and careful consideration.
As military technologies advance and
as usage of drones proliferates across the
globe, it is important to keep in mind that
these machines exist for the better. Just as
machine guns replaced muskets and iron
ships replaced wooden ones, these drones
represent a natural step in the evolution
of weaponry. They represent the future of
warfare, but just like warfare of the past,
their use involves planning, discretion, and
accountability. Best of all, though, they serve
to protect the lives of American men and
women from unnecessary dangers of the
battlefield. If given a choice between putting
a human being on the frontlines or sending
in a robot to do the job, I’m sure many of us
would choose the latter.

Leading from Above
By JEROME FRANCIS, political columnist
Imagine turning on the news and
seeing the headline: “Drone Attack Kills
Rebel Leader. Five Civilian Casualties.” You
can’t help but think, “Why did five innocent
people have to die to take out one target?”
Perhaps you think that drones are ruthless,
colorless, killing machines, bent on spying
and death alone, with zero accountability
— you wouldn’t be the only one. These
drones (officially known as unmanned aerial
vehicles, or UAVs) have gained a reputation
for wiping out targets instantly and causing
high rates of civilian casualties. This,
however, isn’t the full story. These drones
may cause collateral damage, but they still
achieve the purpose for which they are built:
to protect our country.
Drones are beneficial to our nation’s
military and intelligence agencies. They
allow agents to gather intelligence about
high value targets from a remote location
without deploying a ground team, which is
often a high-risk move. Additionally, they are
more discreet than attack squads, enabling
the United States to conduct clandestine
operations more efficiently. And the ultimate
benefit of the U.S. drone program is that
American lives are kept safe.
Take into account a normal F-22 pilot.
Whenever he flies his stealth fighter on a
mission into enemy territory, he risks being
shot down by aerial or ground forces. He

must also face the elements, such as storms,
wind, and rain, which can take his life just as
easily as any   bullet can. If something goes
wrong, that pilot faces capture and torture,
and his plane could be used by the enemy
against its country of origin. Now, replace the
pilot with a remotely operated drone. Even
though it similarly faces the threat of being
shot down, there would be no U.S. casualties.
A drone crash in stormy weather similarly
would not result in a loss of human life. In
addition, even if the drone survives a crash,
it would likely be of no use to the enemy
because rewiring a drone to work from a
different computer is difficult and requires
advanced technology not readily available in
areas where drones are commonly deployed.
It is also difficult for enemy forces to salvage
any of the drone armaments such as missiles
for use on the ground. Overall, drones are
safer and more efficient for use in operations
that would otherwise put humans in danger.
Drones move stealthily and quickly; if they
miss their target, they can easily evacuate the
target zone without a trace, which would be
impossible with a human strike force. Their
onboard cameras and other equipment allow
the United States government to conduct
round-the-clock surveillance on a target
to confirm whether the person is indeed
dangerous, and can wait until an opportune
moment to strike. They also make use of
advanced computer systems with algorithms
that measure the damage a strike could
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Overly Attached Cellphone
By TANYA BALARAJU, junior
 Ring, ring. It’s me, your phone. And I
have a point to make.
You said you forgot me at home yesterday,
but I know what the truth is. You borrowed
someone else’s phone, didn’t you? Isn’t it
a bit shady that you were on the line with
some other phone? That you abandoned your
loyal, unsuspecting phone this morning to
get some time away from it? Well, I hitched
a ride in your backpack when you weren’t
looking and I heard everything.
I knew it — it’s my looks, isn’t
it? Just because I’m not some
shiny iPhone 5 with a jewelstudded case, you wanted to
give some other phone a try?
Well, let me tell you — though I
may be a bit cracked in places, I love
you more than any other phone ever can
or will. And I wouldn’t shatter into pieces
if you ever “happened” to let me slip
out of your hands, unlike other
cellular devices. That phone
you used yesterday? I dialed
her number when her human
least expected it. Surprise, surprise:
her human dropped her on the sidewalk and
now she’s shattered. Needless to say, she
won’t be helping you out anymore.
You try to shut me off during school in
order to put our sweet conversations to a
halt, but I’ve seen the other kids pull out
their phones immediately after the last bell
rings and resume typing their text messages.
They don’t seem to mind their phones.
Why? Because their phones have the speed
and the sleek figures that everybody wants
nowadays. As for me, I’m just an old, wornout piece of plastic, your embarrassing

two-year-old secret of a cell phone that
nobody is allowed to see. I can’t teach you
the meaning of life or sassily reject your
marriage proposals like Siri can, but know
that if the impossible happens and you asked
me to.marry you, I would say “yes.”

You.see, I want to be your cell phone
forever and ever. I want to be the phone
your children will call when they need a
ride home. I.,want.to be the saving voice
..in
your pocket when you’re sitting in
a boring meeting in an office somewhere. I
want to be the phone that keeps you up past
2 a.m. in a conversation with your significant
other — wait, scratch that last part: you’re
mine. And you will be mine, all mine, until

both our batteries die.
The flip phone who came before me
warned me of your type. You get bored easily,
she told me, and in a year or so you’ll be ogling
at those glitzy phones in the commercials
and store windows. But that’s perfectly fine
with me; I understand that you are human
and are thus bound to feel this way now and
then. And here’s the best part: I’ll be here for
you through all of that. When those other
phones you’ve been checking out behind my
back get glitchy, when they die on you in the
middle of a conversation, when
they refuse to download
apps because you haven’t
updated your software, I will
be there for you, waiting to be
held in your hands again. I will
anticipate the day you accept
me again, the day you decide
that I am the only phone worth
your time, selfies, and radiation
capacity — that is, unless you decide
to recycle me or donate me to someone
else.
Though the thought of replacement
makes me shudder, remember this:
I will never forget you. I will visit
you in your dreams and sing
you lullabies with the ringtone
you’ve grown so accustomed to. Deep
down, you know you’ll always love that
familiar voice of mine, and I know those
other phones don’t stand a chance. You may
“forget” me at home, but that’s where I’ll
stay, waiting for you to return to me. With
my seemingly endless battery life, I will
always be on for you to make a call or send
a text, or even snap a grainy picture. I will
always remain by your side. And I will love
you, human... forever.
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You Know You Go

to JPS When...
...garden gnomes guard the roof.
...students filming prom proposal videos
cannot decide whether to hold their
phone in portrait or landscape.
...and you always end up with your head
hawkwardly sideways for a short moment
when you watch those videos.
...the boys spring tennis team has played
in the snow more times than all of the
winter sports teams combined.
...the band and choir practice rooms all
have current generation iMacs.
...kids go inside to “eat breakfast” when
they just want to get warm.
...somehow your parents agree to pay the
exorbitant fees for multiple AP tests.
...you receive emails for clubs you signed
up for but never really joined...
...yet you don’t bother to unsubscribe
either.
...you spend spring break going to
interviews and working on things for OM
rather than sleeping...
...and therefore still have to catch up on
sleep when you return to school.
...you can always count on the geese to
return at around the same time the paper
shortage does.
...the phrase “second semester senior” is
meaningless in terms of workload.
...walking to school is faster than driving.
...teachers change lesson plans because
too many people are out for club trips.
...the underclassmen know exactly where
each senior is going to college.
By ANDREW YE, junior

APRIL 2013

There are certain aspects of high school that

will never change. Neglected lockers will forever line
the halls as students walk by, concocting excuses and
conversing with friends. And every spring, desperate
seniors will be on the lookout for possible prom dates.

x
Wanted: The Perfect Prom
By BHAVNA BHATIA, senior
When: May 31st at 6:00 p.m. EST
Why: All my friends have dates, so I can’t go

alone.
Welcome to John P. Stevens High School.

Must:

- Be a full-fledged, living, breathing male.
- Look like Channing Tatum. (I know, it’s a
stretch.)
- Be 4.39 inches taller than me (when I’m in
heels).

The Ten Hallway Commandments
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

By WHITNEY WANTONG, junior
Thou shall not congregate in the middle of the hallway.
Nobody likes walking over human roadblocks.
Thou shall not push or shove. Give people their space.
Thou shall not obstruct the paths of fellow commuters by
taking a leisurely stroll. It is called a hallway, not a stay-in-myway.
Thou shall not yell. That’s just obnoxious. People need their
ears to hear, not to look cute.
Thou shall not trip people. Perhaps you do not care whether
someone gets hurt, but karma does. And you don’t want karma to
trip you.
Thou shall not dance in the hallways. Save it for gym class.
Thou shall not run as if training for the Olympics. With all the
energy you have for tackling, join the NFL instead.
Thou shall not forget your manners. It is time to add “please,”
“excuse me,” and “thank you” to your vocabulary.
Thou shall not throw things in the hallway. When you’re
in gym, you just stand there. But suddenly, when you’re in the
hallway, you think you’re Peyton Manning.
Thou shall not flip people’s locks. You know very well that
opening flipped locks is almost as annoying as people who do not
follow hallway etiquette.

- Have dreamy e
- Be on the E-B
- Or be the star
- Treat me to an
allowance (read
- Have your ow
driving me to p
- Own the danc
keep watching Y
- Twerk. (Refer
- Gain favor wit
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eyes.
Board of at least one club.
athlete of at least one sports team.
n elegant dinner worth your life’s
d: Taco Bell).
wn car. (But don’t even think of
prom yourself. I expect a limo.)
ce floor. (If you don’t know how,
Youtube videos until you do.)
r to the previous requirement.)
th my parents. (This is where

most potential candidates have let me down.
May the force be with you.)
- Wear a bow tie matching my dress.
- Pay for my ticket (as well as your own).
- Make my ex-boyfriend jealous.

When: Sometime in late May.
Why: I need someone to drive me home.
Must:

- Be a girl who is willing to go with a guy
who is none of the above.

Reward:

Reward:

- A pleasant evening with a charming girl.
- What more can you ask for?

- My endless gratitude.
Call me maybe.

Please contact me via electronic mail or
Facebook if interested.

Student Code: Decoded
By SHERILYN MORSE, junior
It’s a known fact: teachers will say one thing, but students will interpret it as another, often
resulting in unnecessary stress and worry. Yet students aren’t the only ones caught in the confusion of
language — teachers have it tough, too. There are countless excuses that students make when trying
to wheedle themselves out of trouble, and teachers must dig below the innocent words to find out
their actual meanings. And while teachers can usually discern genuine replies from hastily-concocted
excuses, sometimes they can still
messmess
up, too.
up. The solution? A (mostly) comprehensive list of translations
designed to clear up confusion once and for all.

EXCUSES WE MAKE:

THE TRUTH:

I was in the bathroom.

I was too tired to listen.

I didn’t really study that much.

I studied until 3 AM. But I can’t tell people,
or else they’ll judge me.

I can’t come because I have a doctor’s
appointment.

I don’t mind missing that meeting, but I
cannot bear the thought of missing the
season finale of my favorite show.

I tried my best.

I didn’t try at all.

My printer was out of ink.

I was too lazy to insert a new cartridge, and
it was too late to ask my parents to help.

The “rhkjehrkjwhekrhw” on my essay
wasn’t there when I printed it.

I fell asleep with my head on the keyboard.
Oops.

I was sick.

I had
I had
toto
study
study
forfor
the
SATs.
SATs.

I didn’t hear you when you told us to bring
up the homework.

I desperately needed those extra minutes in
class to finish it.

II understand
understand;your
I completely
point, butdeserved
I completely
that
deserved
grade.
that grade.

I’m calling my lawyer after school.

I didn’t understand problems 13-37, but I
did the rest.

They looked like they required too much
effort. Besides, they had graphs.

The
Thateraser
extra mark on my scantron is there
because I have a terrible eraser.

I wasn’t sure if A or C was right, so I picked
both.

I’m going through a rough time at home.

My favorite contestant on “The
Bachelorette” was voted off yesterday.

If Lockers
Could Talk
By POOJA HIREMATH, senior
Students have no respect for
us. We, the protectors of their prized
possessions, get books thrown into
us haphazardly and act as dumping
grounds for Mom’s
Moms’ two week-old turkey
turkey sandwiches.
sandwiches.
How dare
How
they
dare
treat
they
ustreat
like
us like that?
that?
At least this year, I can actually see
my client. She has put up a mirror, and
whenever my door is open, I can see
a shock of curly hair falling into her
hazel eyes. Through the mirror, I’ve
noticed that my client is messy, but
disorganization seems to suit her. While
I still can’t remember where anything is
even after spending hours staring at her
possessions, she can take out a binder in
three seconds flat.
Mornings are the best time of day —
before the students arrive, of course.
Once the doors swing open, however,
I must brace myself for the onslaught
of door-slamming chaos. My owner,
in particular, has a horrible penchant
for lateness. On such days, she brutally
yanks me open, throws her backpack
inside, and slams the door. Rude. Worst
still are days when she does come to
school on time. Humans tend to travel
in hoards, so she and her gaggle of
gossiping girls lean against my door.
The humans may not respect us,
but they certainly make life a little
less mundane. Locker number 247
is working on a PowerPoint
powerpoint about
improving locker-student relations. I’m
going to bring this up at the next board
meeting.

Centerfold by DENNIS ZHANG, junior
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A Memorial for Arthur Reiter
By TINA MCKNIGHT, Chief of Security

It’s hard to understand why people are taken from us,
But it’s good to know we can find comfort
In all the happy memories we have of
Our dear friend Arty.
Arty was thorough and loved working
Here at JP Stevens.
He played a vital role
Helping to keep us all safe and we will
Truly miss him.

Edison Budget Analysis
By TANAYA BADSA, freshman
Many students in the history of JP
Stevens have pushed to pass the budget, but
how many of us know what it is composed
of? On March 21, 2013, Superintendent
Richard O’Malley represented the Edison
Township School District at the annual
Budget Public Hearing and proposed plans
regarding the spending of taxpayer money
for the following school year. It is usually
difficult to predict the course the budget will
take for any given year, and the most recent
vote was no exception.
The issues of student enrollment,
overcrowding, and competitive salaries
pose many challenges; however, the BOE
was confident that the budget, if passed,
would achieve its goals: to maintain focus
on teaching and learning, to spend wisely in
order to maximize community investment,
and to meet national educational standards.
The allotted money would be invested
in obtaining numerous necessities such as
staff, technology, and textbooks. The district
has put a great emphasis on technology
this year and hopes to continue doing so in
the following years. Under this category,
spending included the purchase of more
laptops to achieve a 2-1 student-to-laptop
ratio, as well as increased funding for
laptop replacements, technology repair,
TVs, printers, phones, firewalls, and spam
filtering. Surprisingly enough, the proposed

At a

glance
snippets of JP life and beyond
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budget did not suggest any cuts toward
programs and staff as it once did in the
2010 school budget. In fact, it strives to
implement even more courses and activities.
To illustrate this, language programs have
been reinstated in elementary schools and
will continue to expand. Also, additional
business courses will be added in both
JP Stevens and Edison High, after-school
bussing will continue twice a week, and
reinvestment in the music program in the
form of expanding guitar classes in both
high schools will continue throughout the
school year. While some people see these
expansions as innovative, others find them
superfluous. “Honestly, I think this is a waste
of funds!” freshman Anna Atkuru exclaims,
“While it’s nice to use technology, a lot of
classes don’t require the luxury of an iPad,
much less a Promethean Board.”
$200,000 has been set aside to furnish the
school buildings by adding more curbing,
blacktops, pavement, and extensions (such
as more lunch room space and classrooms) to
ease overcrowding. Furthermore, $705,000
has been set aside for the “Capital Outlay
Projects” in the high schools and middle
schools. Specifically, the BOE wants to repair
and renovate the stairwells, auditorium,
home-ec rooms, and locker rooms in other
schools. These are only a few of the many
ideas discussed in the budget plan.
Update: These proposals will not be
implemented, as the budget did not pass.

43:

JP Stevens,
contd.

the wealthiest men in America at the time,
Stevens, as described by his son, spent many
“long night[s] at school board meetings…
trying to find money for new schools” —
imagine Mark Zuckerberg going back to his
hometown to try and help out the school
system there. That was John P. Stevens.
To say the very least, this man was
wholeheartedly committed to activities
that benefited the general public. He was
a trustee to the Columbia Presbyterian
Medical
Center, Muhlenberg Hospital,
American Museum of Natural History,
and New York Public Library, while also
guiding the Edison school district through a
period of rapid expansion and development.
Though his accomplishments are great, this
man’s unrelenting service and dedication to
his community stand out as the reasons why
our school is proudly named John P. Stevens.

JPSMUN, contd.
hand perspectives on the issues. As junior
Gaurav Thakur relates, “I was in the African
Union, and I remember a delegate from
Africa telling us stories about how the topic
affected her life. It was truly eye-opening.”
This is the true Model UN experience.
Conferences are more than competitions
where delegates debate certain positions
and win awards; they also introduce various
cultures, present different ways of thinking,
and hone abilities used to express opinions.
Most of all, conference develop delegates
into conscious and contributing global
citizens. “If you debate water scarcity at a
conference and don’t leave the weekend with
a better understanding of why it’s so difficult
to tackle in developing countries, then you
have failed,” said senior Parth Shingala.
Adopting this attitude, JPSMUN has been
extremely successful this year. After placing
3rd at the Harvard MUN Conference in
January, the team went on to win Outstanding
Large Delegation at Georgetown with 24 out
of 28 delegates winning awards, and capped
its season with a Best Small Delegation
Award at Cornell with 10 out of 13 delegates
coming home with an award. “As a senior,
I’ve watched JPSMUN win many titles. But
this year was our year, and it was especially
gratifying to keep the club in such good
standing,” remarked senior Frank Jiang.
But gains from Model UN extend beyond
high school. “We kept meeting JPSMUN
alumni at NAIMUN, and they told us how  
the club helped them grow as leaders. MUN
doesn’t stop after the conferences are over:
we’ll keep it for the rest of our lives,” said
senior Smit Acharya. With this, the JPSMUN
legacy is more than that of a simple high
school club; it is carried on through the
experiences of its members and alumni.

Heights, contd.
One of the most important “members”
of the production was the set, which added
to the play’s richness by creating diverse
settings such as Usnavi’s Deli Store, the
Rosario’s Car and Limousine building, and
the next-door Salon. As freshman Art Crew
member Mohana Biswas explained, “After
the set was built, the crew members had
to constantly add touch-ups and work in
between rehearsals. It was the last show for
our beloved artists, seniors Jordan Bardzwik
and Megan Biespiel, so it was vital that the
set was a display of the culmination of all the
hard work we put in. We aimed to recreate
every piece of the set to make it look as if it
appeared on Broadway, and I think it is fair
to say that our simulation was successful. We
hope everyone enjoyed the art and the show.”
Special effects were also essential to some
scenes. At the end of Act I, an impending
danger struck the ghetto when a blackout
left the characters’ homes in darkness,
making them vulnerable to malicious thugs
and criminals. As the performers chanted
about being powerless, dissonant singing and
dramatic drum beats compounded the fear.
The tech crew also simulated fireworks; blue
lights on stage flashed to vibrant mixes of
pink, green, orange and red in perfect timing
with the striking of the drum. Trumpets
crescendoed to a big climax when a romance
blossomed as Nina Rosario, played by junior
Deanna Geritano, kissed her childhood
friend Benny, played by senior Jesse Herman.
But as the characters battled the blackout
onstage, the tech crew had to battle their
own problems as well. Senior Michael Penzel
explained the preparation for achieving
the special effects. “We dedicated several

321:

Number of pages
Number of
in Jullian Bao’s winning
books in Mr. Boufford’s
portfolio for New Jersey personal library
High School Journalist of collection at school
the Year

days to hanging, positioning and syncing
lights to get them where we wanted. There
were quite a few complications with the
lights because of where the set was located
and the shadows it made, but after careful
placement, we found the sweet spots thanks
to our light expert, senior Jayne Marcinek.”
Through the characters in the play, the
audience and actors learned about the
importance of family and what it means to be
a part of one. Reaffirming the central theme
of the play, senior Dani Sall expressed, “This
play made me thankful for the wonderful
family I have — not only at home, but also in
the JP Theatre Company. Family is really an
emotional connection. The people that live
on the Street Corner of Washington Heights
all have the same pride and Latino blood
pumping through their veins, reminding
them that they are proud of their identity
and that they are all connected as one.”
Washington Heights was not only a
community, but also a family that helped each
of its members grapple with new challenges.
It is similar to the JP Theatre Company, a
community of passionate students who are
dedicated to the arts and a family that has
willingly worked overtime to put shows
together. Junior Ryan Wall, House Manager,
Production Team Member, and Art Crew
member of the JP Theatre Company said,
“The spring musical is a labor of love. I think
that the greatest thing about our company is
the passion, diligence, and dedication of its
members. For us, staying in school until 11:00
p.m. for weeks on end to finish the set, run
lines, or choreograph dance numbers isn’t a
chore; rather, it’s an opportunity to bond with
our friends and turn nothingness into art.”

54.07:
personal
best, in seconds, for

Jaashir Morris in the
400 meter intermediate
hurdles event
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For the Love of States
By GURLEEN KAUR, junior
After several weeks of intense
preparation, members of the JP Stevens
Future Business Leaders of America headed
out to the FBLA State conference at the
Hilton Hotel in East Brunswick on March
14. The days before the conference were
spent in preparation for competitions in
various subjects such as accounting, cyber
security, and database applications and
design. All of the work paid off in the end;
as described by Rangasri Ramji, senior, “You
realize that the experience of going to States,
getting closer to the people that you never
before associated yourself with, and feeling
yourself burst into joy whenever you hear
the words ‘John P. Stevens’ makes up for
all the morning meetings, study sessions,
and infamous Gertrude Hawk fundraisers
throughout the year.”
At the beginning of January, the FBLA
members competed at Regionals against
participants from other high schools.
Members who placed high enough advanced
to States. At the State Leadership Conference,
students competed in events testing their
business knowledge and skills. Top winners
from States are now eligible to compete for
national awards at the National Leadership
Conference this upcoming summer.
Members also had a chance to make new

PAGE 9

NEWS
friends as they met people from around
the state who shared a common interest in
business and leadership. And after all the
seminars, competitions, and events, the
members danced away to the music at the
State Leadership Conference Dance.
Two days filled with fun and learning
came to a close as many FBLA members
returned to Edison with trophies and
medals. Chirag Lal, freshman, won 1st place
in Database Design and Applications, which
tested skills in table relationships, and
Secretary Reeham Tahsin, senior, received
the Gold Member Award while Presidential
Advisor Anmol Mittal, senior, received the
Gold Officer Award. Anmol Mittal described
his experience with FBLA by saying, “I am
honored to be part of this organization, and
I have the utmost respect for the members
who participated at States.”
The FBLA-ers, though exhausted by the
commitment and dedication they put into
the conference, were satisfied with the end
results. The convention proved to be a great
way to enhance business and leadership
skills. Reeham Tahsin, senior, expressed,
“Whether it’s enhancing public speaking
skills, learning how to network efficiently, or
simply having fun with the great friends I’ve
made in this club, States is the ideal place for
it all. This conference is one of the things I’ll
miss the most when I graduate this year.”

FCCLA,
contd.

in their designated competitions, including
Chapter Showcase Manual, Cake Decorating,
Fashion Runway, Food Innovations, Focus
On Children, Fashion Construction, Fashion
Design, FCCLA Speaks, Job Interview,
Hospitality, Life Event Planning, Promote
and Publicize FCCLA, Recycle and
Redesign, Illustrated Talk, and Junior and
Senior Parliamentary Procedures. This
long list of competitions included events at
the state level and national level, the latter
of which would take participants further
to the National Leadership Conference in
Nashville, Tennessee.
The second day of the conference was
composed of the annual fashion show and
closing session where students received
awards and recognition for their hard work.
The JP Stevens chapter of FCCLA brought
home a total of nineteen gold medals and four
silver medals, an impressive output overall.
Eleven teams will thus be representing
New Jersey at the National Leadership
Conference this July. Beyond the awards,
however, the club will also inaugurate two
new state officers, freshman Rohit Iyer and
junior Larissa Szilagyi, as part of the 20132014 New Jersey FCCLA Executive Council.
Congratulations to all the members who
made this conference a success!

Remembering
Mrs. Martinak
By WENYI ZHU, senior
I
remember
walking into Mrs.
Martinak’s room for the first time on
September 5, 2012.
Summer still had me in its grasp, and the
hot day — combined with the fact that I was
a newly minted senior — didn’t do much to
get me in the learning mood. I thought AP
Literature would be just another slot in
my schedule I had to fill, a boring class in
which we analyzed authors long gone and
pretended to understand poetry. Thankfully,
my initial thoughts couldn’t have been any
further from the truth.
Barely 5’2’’, Mrs. Martinak was filled
with a determined energy, a lively chutzpah
that woke all her classes up. She would
pace the room, hands gesturing wildly as
she explained the meaning behind Joseph

Success at District Convention
By SANTOSH COORG, junior
The 67th Annual New Jersey Key Club
District Convention, held in Long Branch,
NJ, aimed to celebrate the many successes
of the district over the past year. Bringing
together Key Clubbers from over a hundred
schools, this event was a way to both end a
service year and begin a new one. The theme
of the weekend, the Roaring Twenties,
was incorporated into everything from the
programs to the decorations to the lingo.
Even the program of events provided a 1920s
dictionary, including words such as “nifty”
(great), “spiffy” (elegant), and “beef” (a
complaint).
The weekend started on Friday evening
with a keynote session, during which
District Governor Nicole Ventrone, a senior
from the Marine Academy of Science and
Technology, introduced the 2013-2014
District Project: the Eliminate Project.
This service initiative strives to eradicate
maternal neonatal tetanus from third world
countries by 2015. Christopher Addonizio,
District Project Steering Co-Chairperson,
announced that, with the help of Key Clubs
in New Jersey, this deadly disease has
already been eradicated from nine countries.
Next was the keynote speaker, Mrs. Monica
Gupta Jain, a former Key Club District
Governor. She spoke about her experiences
in Key Club and the lasting effects it had on
her life. In particular, she recounted a story
of when an intruder broke into her house,
stole some of her money and jewelry, tied
her up, and threatened to kill her, but left
her with her life. What Mrs. Jain wanted to
teach from her frightening experience was
that no matter the struggles, individuals
must always believe in themselves.
Saturday morning consisted of several

Mrs. Martinak

ZAHRA MALIK

Juniors Konya Badsa, Daniel Shah, and Archan Patel and sophomore George
Ding relax in the Atlantic Ballroom before the evening Recognition Session.
workshops, including training sessions for
various executive positions at the club level.
As senior Akriti Nagpal, JP’s Key Club Vice
President, recounts, “DCON is always a
perfect way to end our service year. It's a
weekend in which we get to showcase the
best parts of JP’s Key Club, and participate
in contests, shows, and leadership-building
workshops. Though it’s bittersweet that this
is my last DCON, I could not have asked for
a better experience or better people to spend
it with.”
On Saturday afternoon, most Key Clubbers
were given free time to spend time at the
beach and nearby boardwalk. Others, such
as juniors Daniel Shah and Konya Badsa,
participated in the oratorical contest and
auditioned for the evening talent show.
In the Recognition Session, the JP Stevens
Key Club won several awards. These include
first place for the club website, awarded
to junior Gaurav Chawla, second place
in Major Emphasis, awarded to juniors

Robotics, contd.
After seventy qualifying rounds, teams
competed in the “playoffs” to determine the
three regional winners. These winning teams
would then compete in the championship
tournament at Lehigh University in hopes of
advancing to the national championship in
St. Louis, Missouri.
The WarHawks knew that this competition
would be difficult; one third of participating
teams have built adult support and funding
for over ten years, which often has translated

into better robots. This time, JP Stevens
ranked thirtieth out of thirty-five teams.
However, junior Sam Mao remarked, “Seeing
our robot compete and score consistently is
so invigorating that ultimately, the rankings
don’t matter.”
The friendly atmosphere, combined
with the teams’ enthusiasm, elevated the
competition’s excitement. Groups covered
their faces and hair with paint to match
their vibrant uniforms. The teams were so

Zahra Malik, Gurleen Kaur, Anjali Dave,
and senior Akshi Dhawan, and third place
in the oratorical contest to junior Daniel
Shah. Distinguished Club Officer awards
were presented to seniors Drishti Chhabria,
Akriti Nagpal, Nikhila Manchikanti, Maalin
Doshi, Parth Patel, Hamsitha Jupalli, Amoli
Kulkarni and juniors Sani Shah and Gaurav
Chawla. Junior Riddhi Patel received the
the Golden Member award. Finally, JP’s
Key Club as a whole won third place in the
Platinum Single Service category, second in
the digital and hand-drawn poster contest
and third in the scrapbook contest. Senior
Shruti Patel exclaimed, “As a senior, DCON
was memorable because we got to spend the
weekend with friends as well as see our hard
work rewarded.”
Sunday morning’s farewell session brought
a tide of sighs and nostalgia. Through DCON,
Key Club participants gained a stronger
sense of community, leaving with a single,
united single goal — to serve others.

loud that some adults left the stadium for
a brief respite from the action. The judges,
all professional engineers, offered advice on
business plans that will be invaluable in the
future. And veteran teams showed “gracious
professionalism” by proactively helping
other teams, highlighting the cooperative
learning goals of the competition. With
this new experience and knowledge, the JP
WarHawks are ready to tackle the challenges
of robot competitions to come.

Heller’s seemingly nonsensical names in
Catch-22. Whenever a student brought up
a question about existentialism or made a
comment relating to symbolism, she would
smile, say, “Aha,” and delve into a new lesson
about that remark. Her love for the subject
was evident, and her enthusiasm diffused
into all of her students as well.
Along with her expertise in the field, Mrs.
Martinak had classroom management skills
that made her a great teacher. She always
commanded respect from her students
by considering all of us as mature adults
capable of having deep and stimulating
conversations (even though we were mature
adults only around 10% of the time). She
would encourage class debate, preferring
to discuss rather than lecture. She kept her
classes engaged and made sure that we not
only learned but also enjoyed learning.
Like her personality, Mrs. Martinak’s
lessons were straightforward and direct,
sprinkled with humor and wit. Her insights
made us see things through a new lens; there
would be a detail we hurriedly skimmed over
but that was crucial to the plot, or a specific
syntax that revealed a profound aspect of the
writer’s style. She took classics that seemed
anachronistic, like Pride and Prejudice and A
Farewell to Arms, and made them pertinent
to the modern day. Never afraid to give us
her opinion, she would tell us exactly what
she thought of Jane Bennett (a ninny) and
of our fellow classmates. Refusing to accept
our half-hearted, senioritis-induced excuses,
Mrs. Martinak always demanded our best. I
only hope she knows that she was the rare
teacher who also brought out our best, too.
Her absence will surely impact JP Stevens
greatly. It will be hard to replace her vivacity,
her vigor, and her vibrant spirit. On behalf of
all your students, I would  like to say: thank
you, Mrs. Martinak, for letting us end our
time at JP Stevens with a bang.
January Issue Corrections:
“New Hawks, Same Nest” was written
by juniors Anush Swaminathan and
Winona Atmaja.
“Building B.R.I.D.G.E.S. for Autism”
was written by sophomore Samanthika
Devalaraju.

PAGE 10

SPORTS

Eye of the Tiger
By NANCY WOO, sophomore
The time is now. The clock is ticking

and the fans are waiting for Tiger Woods to
reclaim his rightful throne of golf supremacy.
It has been far too long since a player has
dominated the game of golf the way Tiger
did. Over the span of a decade, Tiger Woods
was defined by his success and viewed as the
sole icon of golf. As the youngest player to
achieve a Career Grand Slam (winning all
four major tournaments in one year) and to
win over fifty PGA Tour events, Woods was
generally the only golf player whom we all
knew — and, quite frankly, the only one we
needed to know. And then, the tables turned.
In 2009, Tiger Woods’ seemingly impeccable
reputation shattered into pieces due to his
love affair scandal. This affected not only his
public image, but also his playing abilities.
Yet, shattered pieces can always be glued
back together. With his three recent wins
and over $3.7 million in prizes in just five
events, he has revealed glimpses of the old,
invincible Tiger. And after his promising
performance at the Masters Tournament,
Woods is positioned to strengthen his
ranking. So, will this be the year in which we
see Tiger dominating golf once again?
From what we have seen from the
past three months, especially in his
recent performance at the Arnold Palmer
Invitational, it could be said that the world’s
number one has definitely found his game
again. The last time Tiger was on such a
hot streak was in 2008, when he ended
up winning his last major tournament on
just one leg. He has improved his skills by
completely changing his training and overall
work ethic — something that has not been
seen from him before. With his reinvented
swing and solidified putting game, Woods
has re-established himself as a threat on
the grass. However, winning, especially
in golf, is not simply based on the physical
aspect of the game. Golf is primarily a mental
sport — having the right mindset is essential
for succss. After the scandal broke loose,
Woods’ focus on the game was interrupted

and weakened, causing his fall. Many people
believed Woods would never return to his
original prestige, but his recent tournament
victories and current number one ranking
have proven the critics wrong.
But in the world of Tiger and professional
golf, a comeback is based on success on the
big stage, which he has not won since 2008.
With this comes added pressure, stronger

opponents, and tougher competition. Tiger’s
accuracy in his drives, the long-distance
shots from the tee box, is ranked 142nd in the
world and is the biggest doubt in his skill
set. But what he lacks in driving, he makes
up with his phenomenal putting. And Woods
has shown that he is ready to step up his
game. Recently, he has displayed a fervent
desire to return to the top. He has even
found a relationship with Lindsey Vonn in
the process. Three long years have already
passed, and Woods has never been more
confident. Following his win at the Palmer
Invitational in Bay Hill, he said, “I don’t want
to become as good as I once was. I want to

Swinging for Success
By NATASHA RAI, sophomore
 Fore! Watch out for the the JP Stevens
golfers, because like their clubs, this team
is swinging straight for success. In the past,
the JP Stevens golf team has been known
for its consistent, competitive performance
throughout the entire season. At the last
GMCs, JP placed first in the Individual Boys
contest and placed second and seventh in
the Individual Girls bracket. But like always,
a new season brings along new changes
and new endeavors. In order to maintain
its good reputation, several key players,
including seniors Sophia Chen and Kevin Li,
have stepped up to lead the team to another
successful season, along with this year’s
coaches, Coach Canova for the boys’ team
and and Coach Savulich for the girls’.
The golf team plays at the Plainfield West
9 golf course, the same course where many
professional golfers came to play during
the 2011 Barclays PGA (Professional Golf
Association) Tournament. Currently, the

JP Speaks
By ARJUN ARORA, senior
Many JP students were polled on
perennial and recent issues in the sports
world. Here’s what they have to say!
1. Should college athletes be rewarded with
salaries for their athletic participation?
No				76%
Yes				24%

girls’ team is 6-0 with wins against teams
such as Edison High and South Brunswick.
The boys’ team is 2-3 and boasted a score of
187 against Edison High’s 195. Both teams

RYAN SZETO

Senior Sophia Chen prepares to
putt the ball at team practice.
2. Where do you predict LeBron James will
rank in comparison with Michael Jordan
and Kobe Bryant when James’ career is
complete?
Higher than Kobe, lower than MJ
60%
Higher than both Kobe and MJ
21%
Lower than both Kobe and MJ
13%
Higher than MJ, lower than Kobe
6%
3. At which arena would you prefer to attend
a sporting event or concert?
Madison Square Garden		
51%
Barclays Center			49%

become better.” His initial calm composure,
followed by an intense determination, is
what sets him apart from his competition
and reminds us of his golden days.
While Tiger Woods tries to return to his
former glory, the opportunity to reclaim
his former position as the “face” of golf is
wide open. The world of sports is generally
sympathetic when it comes to casting aside
the flaws and mistakes made by an athlete,
unless they unfairly enhance his or her
abilities in the game. There will, of course,
be scrutiny and criticism at the beginning of
a scandal, but the headlines will eventually
die down with time. Take, for instance, the
case of Kobe Bryant, who was charged for
sexual assault of a 19-year-old woman back
in 2003. The story made headlines and
tarnished his reputation significantly, but
who still remembers it? Today, the majority
of people and the media see Kobe Bryant as
the player who is single-handedly leading
the Lakers into the playoffs and who is
the fourth all-time leading scorer in NBA
history. Thus, there is no longer a question
of whether or not Woods will be permitted
to make his comeback within the golf world.
Instead, the question arises of whether or
not he will make a comeback.
Now we anticipate. Many believed
that the Masters Tournament at Augusta
National would be his time, but even though
he did not win his fourth green jacket,
his persistence and potential two-stroke
penalty comeback gives us even more hope
for a return. This is the closest he has been
to winning a major tournament since 2008;
if this is any indication, Tiger has a favorable
chance to win the U.S. Open in June. He
will prove to his doubters that setbacks do
not permanently alter the course of one’s
life. Although he experienced multiple
obstacles in his career, he has shown that
he can overcome them by displaying intent
focus and resilience at tournaments. So, can
the man who was once one of the greatest
athletes in any sport come back and continue
his legacy after falling in one of the deepest
self-made holes? Only time can tell.

are also preparing for rigorous matches later
in the season, particularly against Metuchen
and Westfield. The Metuchen’s boys’ team
is an undefeated 6-0, and Westfield’s boys’
team is 7-2.
Golf emphasizes a greater focus on
improving one’s own game more than any
other sport does. Senior Sophia Chen, who
has been on the team since freshman year,
says, “If golf has taught me anything, it
would be patience. If you lose patience in
golf, your entire game is over. If you learn
to stay calm and deal with yourself, you
become a better player and person.” And
to those who misjudge golf as a sport only
enjoyed by “old timers,” Sophia retorts that
golf is not only helpful in the professional
world, but it is also a challenge that takes
a great amount of skill and focus to master.
Currently in midseason, the JP Stevens
golf team is looking forward to a successful
season full of competitive matches, personal
skill improvement, and a potential shot at
the GMC finals.  
4. Which of the following commissioners
deserves the most praise for the job he has
done during his tenure?
David Stern			32%
Roger Goodell			25%
Bud Selig			23%
Gary Bettman			20%
4. Should professional baseball institute a
salary cap, or should team owners be free to
spend as much as they desire?
Salary cap			55%
No salary cap			
45%
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A Necessity
for Referees
By ravi agrawal, junior

 You’re sitting in the final round of the
2036 U.S. Open, watching a match between
Roger Federer Jr. and someone with a less
glorified name. The excitement exudes
from an eager crowd, as the fans buzz with
their predictions of who will win. The game
begins with Federer Jr.’s service, and to no
one’s surprise, he delivers an ace. Cheers,
shouts, and jeers go all around, but thirty
seconds later, you realize no call was made.
Federer Jr. stands, waiting for the call. Your
eyes dot around, searching for an umpire
who apparently does not exist because
this is the first year that the USTA decided
referees are not worth the money. Another
thirty seconds later, an automated voice
announces, “Fault!” It is painfully obvious
to you and the crowd that this is going to
be a long match. Two hours in, Federer
Jr. does not agree with the verdict of the
machinated umpire and throws his racket in
anger, shouting incoherent insults into the
open sky, only to accept that the call won’t
change. Members of the crowd, who usually
enjoy a good show of disdain, sit quietly even
as the usual excitement guaranteed in an
argument becomes absent. And this repeats.
After sitting through an exhaustive five
hours, you’re finally driving home and
thinking about Ivan Lendel, John McEnroe,
and Billie Jean King, the champions forever
engraved in the grassy lawns of tennis
history. There is something off about your
usual upbeat perception of the greats: was
their success attributed to faulty refereeing?
Where’s the equality between modern and
old tennis champions when the judgment
process has diverged? You think back to your
father’s ranting about some decision in 2012,
in an NFL game between the Seahawks and
Packers that spurred on a huge movement for
instant replay to “legitimize sports.” Looking
back on that movement, you regret it ever
took place because now every game in every
sport is marred by long waiting periods,
boring environments, and an intangible
factor that seems to repel humans.
That’s right. An intangible factor you
couldn’t quite understand. The referees, who
were seen as symbols of faulty judgment,
bias, and inconsistency now seem to be the
missing piece of the puzzle — the component
that makes any game human. A human game
is prone to errors. A human game is not the
model of precision. Opponents of referees
claim that instant replay, while slow, leaves
no room for argument of calls. Has our
society become so cynical of human activity
that we cannot accept our own calls? Have
we become so reliant on technology to make
every decision for us? Giving into instant
replay is a sign of human weakness.
Proponents of instant replay fail to
acknowledge that referees are the link
between a sport’s past, present, and future.
Referees have been an integral component
since the beginning of any sport. While
renouncing instant replay translates into
potentially compromised calls, preserving
the position of referees guarantees our
personal connection with the sport itself,
which should be run speedily and efficiently.
In the end, referees should be here to stay.

6. What should the NBA establish
draft age eligibility policy?
Two to four years of college
Directly out of high school		
Completion of one year of college

as its
44%
32%
24%

7. Which of the following leagues has the
best all-star festivities?
NBA				58%
NFL				25%
MLB				12%
NHL				5%
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Hawks on Ice
By BREANA TAN, freshman
As another memorable season wound
to a close, the boys’ hockey team celebrated
their accomplishments and reflected upon
the events of this past season at their annual
banquet. In spite of a road of struggles and
a 2-13-1 record, individual accomplishments
were recognized. Along with being one of the
team captains, junior Adam Sklar was voted
the team’s MVP with a total of six goals and
six assists this season. Trailing close behind
was senior captain Alex Wallerstein, with
six goals and five assists. Alex remarked,
“JP didn’t always have a hockey team. We
were lucky enough to have attended JP at
a time when the hockey program exists.”
Fellow senior captain Dushan Kolesar, too,
will miss the unbreakable camaraderie
established among the squad members.
“Since we are a close knit family, it’s going
to be hard to go to college without them.”
This year was one of the toughest years

in JP Stevens hockey history. There were
many players who had just picked up skates
for the first time, making it difficult to play
against other teams who had athletes that
had been playing hockey their entire lives.
Dushan’s young brother, junior Joseph
Kolesar, pointed out that despite the results,
effort and improvement were never an issue.
“We improved with every game and practice.
As the year progressed, every player on the
team realized that he had to step his game
up. We came into the middle of the season as
a new team. We left our hearts on our sleeves
and then left them on the ice each game.”
Although the season is over, the countless
memories and hard-earned victories will
continue to be remembered and serve as
an inspiration for returning players to
pick up the intensity during the offseason.
Freshman Nick Bova, who enjoyed his first
experience with the JP ice hockey family,
said, “Next season, we will start from where
we left off this year and build from there.”

Mark R. Sullivan/Woodbridge InJersey

Senior Dushan Kolesar, right, controls the puck in a game against Woodbridge.
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Enter Sandman
By PRIYAN GANDHI, junior
The value of the closer position is often
subject to debate among baseball fans. But
when Mariano Rivera’s name is mentioned,
few will question the impact he has had on his
ballclub and on the game of baseball. Apart
from his stellar career achievements, his
passionate dedication to his career, genuine
friendliness, and wholesome personality
all contribute to his grand reputation. 2013
will be the last season for the all-time saves
leader. Let us take a moment to reflect upon
Rivera’s career and how he became the
prominent figure he is today.
Rivera’s career began in his hometown,
Panama City, where a scout for the New
York Yankees noticed his baseball talent.
Arriving in the United States in 1990, Rivera
gradually became a notable name in the
Yankees’ minor league system. Just barely
avoiding major surgery for a severely injured
elbow in 1992, Rivera did not lose sight of
the ultimate goal and eventually became the
Yankees’ top prospect. Rivera defied all odds
by completely rehabilitating from his elbow
injury and moving up through the Yankees’
minor league ranks; he finally made his MLB
debut in 1995. Although he initially faced
much criticism from those who complained
about his bland style and his lack of pitch
variety, Rivera remained unaffected. Within
a year, he was able to make an immediate
impact in baseball by becoming the Yankee
closer. Rivera rose to fame early in his career,
dazzling opponents with his cut fastball.
The “magic pitch,” as some called it, was
unbelievably simple. But on top of that, it was
unbelievably unhittable. Rivera would go on
to save hundreds of games and have his share
of historical moments, the most notable
being five World Series championships. He
broke numerous records, including the one

for most saves of all-time. As of April 21, he
stands at 613 career saves, with the rest of
the season ahead of him to build upon this
record.
One of Rivera’s greatest characteristics is
that his legacy does not lie in records. His
legacy is greatly strengthened by how he
was able to survive nearly untouched during
a notoriously difficult time for baseball
players. Among some of the ravaging talks of
performance-enhancing drug usage and the
cheating scandals that emerged at the time,
Rivera remained pure and persistent. Instead
of tarnishing his own career through scandals
and media exposure, Rivera achieved
legendary feats that fortified his fame. With
polished mechanics and a phenomenal array
of pitches, he contributed greatly to the four
World Series championships won by the
New York Yankees in a five-year span. He
revolutionized the closer’s role and earned a
great deal of respect for the position.
As he enters his final season, the 43-year
old Rivera has all eyes looking upon him.
He is making his final marks on the sport
that has brought him great success. Now a
veteran in the league in which he has spent
nearly half of his life, Rivera remains a
reliable relief pitcher for a team that is one
of the world’s most prominent global brands.
Mariano Rivera was able to take on
passion and turn it into a worthwhile,
long-lasting, commendable, and lucrative
career. The game of baseball these days has
evolved to reduce and even eliminate the
need for good relief pitchers. Still, Rivera
has proven his critics wrong by going on to
become the most successful relief pitcher of
all time. Yankee fan or not, his pitching and
personality are admired by all. So, here’s to
the very best: may the King of Closers and
future Hall-of-Famer Mariano Rivera have a
memorable close to his storied career.

