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Jun Choi
is Edison’s
choice mayor

Dan Ma
The past election season, with
the gubernatorial election, has
been important to New Jersey’s
voters, and Edison has been no
exception. With incumbent George
Spadaro, who held the mayoral
office for three consecutive terms,
succumbing to challenger Jun Choi
in the Democratic primary this
past June, the race for mayor was
wide open. It was the first time that
the mayoral candidate backed by
the party was defeated, with 55%
percent of voters casting their ballot
for Choi.
The race, however, was not over.
Even as Choi defeated Spadoro,
there were other candidates that
rushed to check the election into
their favor. Among them was Bill
Stephens, an independent candidate,
representing the combined
opposition against Choi. Stephens, a
former Democratic Committeeman,
had challenged Choi with his age
and experience, with his supporters
stating that Choi’s “education is
impressive, but does not match
Bill Stephen’s many years of
dedication and experience.” The
respective campaigns intensified,
with everything from door-to-door
promotions to phone calls made
on behalf of both sides. Both
candidates traveled around Edison
personally to share their ideas,
show their support of Edison, and

JUN CHOI
Continued on Page 8

Out-of-this-world Gong
Show launches a success
and blasts off into space

Newly-elected mayor of Edison Jun Choi celebrates
his historic victory with supporters at Pines Manor.

Vishal Ramakrishnan
O n t h e n i g h t o f Fr i d a y,
December 16, a sense of undeniable
excitement and anxiety filled the
air in the JP Stevens auditorium,
where the Student Council was
putting the finishing touches on
one of the most anticipated events
of the year – the annual JP Stevens
Gong Show. Weeks of late nights
spent organizing and preparing

JP Stevens Model UN upholds legacy at
William and Mary conference

Neel Shah
be no different. Students braved spirits were at an all-time high. This
From November 18 to 20, the cold Virginia air with nothing was surprising considering the state
delegates of JP Stevens Model but western business attire on their of the club. With the graduating
UN found themselves on familiar backs to defend the tradition of class last year, the club bid farewell
battleg rounds once
to some of its finest debaters.
again. The 19th annual
Also, due to an unforeseen
William and Mary MUN
error on the part of the W
Conference was the
& M Secretariat, the school
first test in the 2005was not assigned enough
2006 school year for
countries until a week before
the delegates, as they
the conference. However,
competed against rival
this did not mean delegates
schools. In previous years,
sat around with idle hands.
JP Stevens delegations to
The weeks leading up to
this conference have
the conference were hectic
set themselves apart.
nonetheless, with numerous
Last year, JPSMUN’s
meetings, strategy sessions,
histor y of stunning
and all-nighters. Even though
performances year after
the delegations did not have
year crystallized into JP Stevens delegates exercised their as much time as they usually
the Michael J. Coone oratory prowess and claimed eight gavels. did to thoroughly prepare
Aaward for diplomacy
– the most prestigious award at the excellence that JPSMUN carried.
conference. And this year would On the way to the conference,

WMHSMUN
Continued on Page 8

Sophomores relive colonial New England, witches and all
spilling out their excitement in their
journals, full of anticipation, while
When a teacher proposes a field
riding on the bus towards their first
trip to a class, the atmosphere
destination.
in the room is to induce widely
A few different stops included:
stretched smiles and excited chatthe Tenement House Museum,
ter. That was the case for
Ground Zero City, the Old
the classes of sophomore
Manse House, Sleepy HolEnglish teachers, when
low, Plymouth Plantation,
they announced to their
the House of Seven Gables,
students that they had the
and the Salem Witch Muchance to go on a four-day
seum. All of these stops
trip throughout New Engallowed students to learn
land. The students were to
different backgrounds of
travel through three difAmerican Literature. At
ferent states, stopping at
Sleepy Hollow, students
landmarks and museums
were able to stand just a
on the way. It was to be
few feet away from some
an educational yet very
of the most renowned
entertaining field trip.
Sophomores pose for a group picture before authors, including Ralph
Preparing to arrive at the Customs House in Salem, Massachusetts. Waldo Emerson, Nathaniel
school at around 6 am
Hawthorne, and others. The
was not an enjoyable task
softly falling snow and the
for most students. Despite the still had an educational aspect to it. darkening sky enhanced the creepy
tired, red eyes of those amassed While some students were trying aura. Halloween is probably one of
in the back of the school, great hard to get the red journals, others the most thrilling times of the year
anticipation for the New England were already deeply absorbed in at Salem.
trip could be sensed. On the coach their writing, getting a head start by
Before learning about the Salem
Nancy Song

bus, journals were distributed to
the travelers, in which they would
detail entries of all the places they
visited. The journals reminded the
students that although this trip was
to be a fun, relaxing experience, it

Witch Trials of 1692, students
passed some of the most interesting
and creative costumes that they had
probably ever come across. Costumes ranged from the Harry Potter
characters to Darth Vader.
This New England trip was not
only a very educational experience,
but also a time to relax with friends
and make new ones. At the hotels,
around 9 pm, the teachers held discussions, which were unbelievably
insightful. Students really showed
their true colors in these discussions, in which inquiries, thoughts,
and feelings were shared. It really
was amazing to have a fervent forum with fellow classmates.
This trip is certainly one to be
recommended to future sophomores. Everyone experienced a
great adventure on this trip while
accumulating new information for
English class. It was as if students
were traveling back in time to redicover the rich history of New England. Given the chance, everyone
would go on the trip again.

had culminated in this one event.
Around 7 pm, students, faculty
members, and others began filtering
into the auditorium. Clad in jackets,
scarves, and other winter apparel,
they braved the cold temperatures
of the night and arrived at the
school, hoping to enjoy a night
thoroughly filled with comical
parodies and musical vibrations.
The show began with a short clip
detailing the comical yet intricate
process through which the hosts
of the show were chosen. As the
clip came to an end, the winners of
the selection process, senior Kevin
Little and junior Brittany Mullings,
came dashing into the auditorium
amid cheers, laughter, and applause.
The judges (Alumni Satvik Patel,
Alex Lehrer, and Stephanie Kamin)
introduced themselves to the
audience and braced themselves
for a fun-filled night of judging. The
hosts then announced the winning
raffle ticket number, and the winner
became the guest judge for the first
half of the show.
The first act was a comical parody
of Dane Cook, performed by senior
John Morrison. As the night went
on, the audience settled down
comfortably, and whenever a good
or not so good act was seen, the
auditorium resembled a sea of green
or purple glow sticks respectively.
Overall, the first half of the show
was marked by some incredible
performances, including a song
written and sung beautifully by
junior Chris Edra for his girlfriend
and a stage-rocking performance of
the electric ukulele by sophomore
Chris Polansky.
After about 45 minutes, the show
took an intermission, during which
the audience stretched its legs and
purchased pizza. After the brief
interlude, the audience prepared
itself for perhaps the biggest and
most awaited act of the evening, an
act by the band Loomer, which seized
the stage by storm and dominated
the auditorium with its Jay-Z/
Linkin Park-style performance.
The audience, captivated and
mesmerized, yearned for more, but
the night would yield to other acts,
including a heartrending song by
senior Josh Offsie to his girlfriend.
The Class of 2007 also contributed
to the show with a hilarious video
involving their travels around
Edison. As the end of the show
approached, the much anticipated
Class of 2006 performance took the
stage, starting with a video that

GONG SHOW
Continued on Page 14
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Gas Prices Fuel Frustration and Conservation
Upperclassmen everywhere have been
complaining about the unreasonably high gas
prices. Senior Sahil Patel said, “It used to
be so bad that I did not even want to
start the car unless it was absolutely
necessary.” New drivers should be
excited that they can finally have
some freedom to drive. However, this
exhilaration is suppressed by the fear
of not being able to pay for gas. “I am
too lazy to get a job, so I’m always forced
to annoy my parents for money for gas,”
said senior Kevin Lankey.
But if you think that United States’
gas prices were out of control this past
summer, the cost of gas in Europe was
unbelievable. During the past summer in
the United Kingdom, gas cost about $5 per
gallon. People paid more than $7 dollars in
Amsterdam. The main cause of most of
Europe’s excessive prices is high taxation.
About 6 percent of the cost of gas goes
towards taxes. The British government takes
75 percent and increases taxes by 5 percent
above inflation each year.
However, Europeans have learned to
cope with extreme costs by building
smaller, more fuel-efficient cars. Also,
forty percent of Europeans use diesel
cars rather than gasoline-powered vehicles,
while only four percent of Americans use
diesel-fueled cars. Since Europeans say that
they only use gas-powered cars when driving
locally because diesel-powered cars are much
cheaper. In addition, America is filled with
suburbs that require the use of cars for
transportation, while cars are not practical in
dense European cities.
American automobiles’ fuel efficiency
has improved greatly throughout the last 30

years. However, overall gas consumption
has increased over the past ten years.
Manufacturers have been using
a d va n c e d t e ch n o l o g y t o
purchase and assemble larger,
gas-guzzling vehicles. Sales of
gigantic SUVs have decreased
in the last

year because
consumers
are starting to realize
that
energy awareness begins
in their
wallets. For example, Ford
Motor
Company repor ted a 30
percent decrease in SUV sales this October
in comparison with that of last year’s. In a
desperate attempt to combat dwindling sales,
dealerships are reducing the costs of new cars
and offering incentives for potential buyers,
such as free maintenance (oil changes, regular

check-ups, etc.) and free gasoline for a year.
Recent sales trends indicate that consumers
are choosing cars with excellent gas mileage
as well as good fuel efficiency. Junior Chris
Perez said, “When I was looking for a car, I
was more concerned about gas mileage than
whether or not the car was my first choice of
car type.”
While some Americans
are embracing the savings
made at the pump, and
not to mention a quieter
engine, hybrids are still
perceived by many as
o v e r l y f a n c y, l o w performance vehicles—
not exactly a prescription
for success in Middle
America. Hybrid technology
still comes with its extrahigh price tag, generally
an additional $3000 to
$5000 in comparison to
your normal cars, even if
the extra cash can be
compensated by saving on gas later. Scientists
need to develop cheaper hybrid engines, and
the federal government should continue to
increase tax credits for those who purchase
high mileage vehicles. Oil, and therefore
gasoline, is a finite resource. Since we have
been using gasoline for so long, we cannot
fathom that it will ever run out. When it does,
or even when it starts to become scarce, we
could see a spike in gas prices that makes
Amsterdam’s $7 a gallon costs look like pocket
change. The technology to solve this problem
is available today; the will to embrace this very
technology must be present as well.  	    
Alex Ronk, sophomore

How Long Can We Afford To Love Our Brothers?
Ever since cable news broadcast networks
like CNN entered our homes, we have been
given an open window to the tragic and
uplifting international events that occur daily.
Twenty-five years after the launch of CNN
and nearly a decade after the internet boom,
our unlimited access to international news
now extends beyond our living room or den.
This constant exposure to global triumphs
and agonies is both a
blessing and a burden.
We h a v e
benefited
from a greater
awareness of
global events.
The images
and stories we
receive from
around the
globe shape
debate in
this country.
In some
instances
t h e s e
pictures
inspire
good-will
efforts and policies that aid war-torn countries
and famine-ravaged regions. However, we
become burdened when we are overexposed
to a chain of natural disasters. Each storm
and earthquake numbs our response to  future
catastrophes. Even “American” tragedies, like
Hurricane Katrina, fail to hold our attention
for more than one news cycle. It is clear why
our empathy for our brothers at home and
abroad has been replaced with apathy. 2005
has been a year that weighed heavily on an
emotionally fatigued society. The press realized
this and has tried to emphasize the impact of
international events on the American people.
Whenever there is an international tragedy,
many people search for an American link or

a national connection to the disaster. Through
the media, international events have become  
more broadcasted than ever, but that has no
bearing on whether or not we choose to see
them and respond to them.
The October 8th earthquake in Kashmir
received generous news coverage, even
days after it hit. Once the American media

realized the severity of the earthquake, the
story went from being a blip on the news
radar to major headline status. Even after
the earthquake began to receive the media
attention it deserved, there was no public
show of support for the earthquake victims
on the scale that we saw for the victims of
the devastating tsunami in South Asia. The
coverage of the quake was there and is still
there for us to react to; it is our decision
whether we react to the news or remain
apathetic. In a recent interview with a former
FBI official, CNN reporter, and an analyst,
Wolf Blitzer tried to bring American interests
into the discussion. Blitzer asked the analyst
what the likelihood was that the Kashmir
earthquake had driven Osama Bin Laden, out

of his suspected hiding place along the border
of Pakistan and India. The analyst tactfully
avoided answering the question, and he went
on to state that the United States should solely
be concerned with the lives and welfare of
countless earthquake victims.
Hurricane Katrina has and continues to
dominate the press for months. It comes as
no surprise that this national tragedy gained
a greater response from Americans. We
absorbed the images of Pakistani villages like
Muzaffarabad, which have been reduced to
rubble, with an emotional detachment that
comes from being a world away from the
disaster. The saddening images of the flooded
parishes in New Orleans had a different
impact. It was impossible to be apathetic
when the “Big Easy” looked like a thirdworld country. This alien form of
poverty and destruction we
had grown so accustomed
to seeing through a global
video feed was taking place
outside the Superdome.
The earthquake in Kashmir
was not an Indian tragedy
or even a Pakistani tragedy.
Hurricane Katrina was just not an
American tragedy. They were human tragedies,
and hopefully they will teach all of us that
human suffering should be acknowledged
equally, worldwide.
Sinclair Sharp, senior

Earthquake Facts
-About 3.3 million people are homeless
or displaced.
-The UN considers the earthquake
situation to be more complex than the
tsunami in South Asia.
-U.N. officials fear a disease outbreak.
-Time is running out as once the harsh
winter comes it will be difficult for
rescuers to help the victims.
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China: The Future Ruler Of The Business World
China is one of the biggest economic
monsters in the world. Since the time when
The People’s Republic of China joined
the World Trade Organization in 2001, its
power on the world stage has been growing.
Unfortunately our American policy makers
are blind to the power that China holds. One
of the biggest
flaws of our
nation is our
inability to
plan ahead. In
this situation,
the United
States will
stand still
until China
becomes
t h e wo r l d ’s
“superpower.”
China is a
growing giant
that is waiting
to over take
the United
States both
economically
and politically;
I am certain
that this is what will happen twenty, or even
ten, years from now.
The secret in China’s growth stems not
from its communist government but rather
from its very shrewd yet skillful way of
managing its voluminous population. In the
past twenty-five years, China has moved 300
million people out of poverty and quadrupled
the average Chinese income. Even though

China still harbors 90 million citizens living
on less than one dollar a day, most of these
people are isolated in the rural regions
of China where little economic growth
is occurring. The Chinese government is
trying to equalize the prosperity factor
within its nation and will probably solve this
issue of class
Graph A s e p a r a t i o n
in the near
future. With
1.3 billion
people in
China, the
government
has also used
this immense
population
to benefit
economically.
China has
something
that the
U n i t e d
States lost
after World
War II—an
exportingdependent
economy. Graph A gives supporting
evidence that our economical dependence
on China has grown exponentially within
the past ten years.
China not only benefits from its exporting
factor but also with the way it deals with its
currency. Unlike most countries in the world,
China does not let its currency “float” on the
world market. Therefore, its currency is not

constantly affected but rather holds a fixed
rate. China holds a fixed rate of 8.1 yuan per
one dollar. This currency is extremely smart,
for it keeps the value of its products relatively
low compared to competitors. As a result this
increases business with other nations. Senator Debbie Stabenow claims, “In China . . .
a mid-size American car costs $2,000 more
— just because of currency manipulation —
and their [cars]
cost $2,000
less.” Because
of their fiscal
policies, China
is now holding 6.59 billion
dollars in foreign exchange
reser ves as
can be seen
through Graph
B. T h a t ’s
659,000,000,000
dollars!
Because of
China’s economy and its successful policies, its share
in the global
gross domestic product is
now 13%. The United States currently holds
21% of the global gross domestic product.
Nevertheless, I can guarantee that China
will increase this percentage within the next
twenty years, maybe even surpassing that of
the United States.

The United States is passively watching
all of the progress China is going through.
It is time for our government to take action. Our exporting power has decreased
drastically and it is time to build our foreign
reserves even if it means fixing the dollar
value. China’s industry is slowly eating our
economy. If we do not act now, by 2020,
the only industry that will thrive will be the
tourism
business,
Graph B
bringing
many rich
Chinese
visitors
into our
nation to
see a once
thriving
superpower.
Presid e n t
Bush, let
this be a
wa ke u p
call; while
you were
preoccupied with
terrorism
and Iraq,
China was building its nation into an
immense powerhouse. Our government
needs to start focusing more on the United
States and less on other countries or else
China will lead the world through the next
century.

Shirking from our Rightful Duty?
America has been commanding a proud
sense of duty and responsibility these days.
If America is to
be exemplified
as the leader
of the free
world, a world
of liberty
and justice
for all men,
then we must
find a
way to keep
o u r
nation this
way

despite all of
the immense challenges
that lie before us.
Now, we face an enemy as
elusive as ghosts and as threatening
as plagues. We face an enemy
driven by a radical and brainwashed
fervor that preaches anti-democratic
sentiments under the guide of religious
morality. And it is because of this animosity
towards the basic principles of democracy,
mainly speaking—freedom—that drives these
Iraqi militants to be so cruel as to send their
sons, wives, and daughters on suicide missions
in an attempt to bring down the pillar of
righteousness.
America went to war with Iraq because
we wanted to ensure domestic tranquility
and freedom against a regime that
denied such rights—rights that should
and must be guaranteed and safeguarded.
America went into Iraq because we wanted to
ensure a better life for Iraqis and to bring the
international community one step closer to
prosperity. It has been three long years since
America has led our troops into the nation.
Some at home in the U.S. would shout
that the number of casualties is unspeakable,

and the cost, downright unbearable. Some
would say that we cannot afford to stay in
Iraq; we cannot afford to pay for all the
militant expenses to keep our soldiers in the
country.
But if we do abandon our projects to
rehabilitate the country, what will we leave
behind? What will be left are the remnants
of a country that would be plagued with
extremists, a country where the citizens’
lives will be threatened
on a daily

basis. We
will have
democracy
thrown
to the
ground
by acts
of violence
designed to bring
terror upon the innocents. Our troops are
there to guard our country and carry out their
obligations, not to shy away from them.
Opponents of our nation’s principles
would balk. The enemy would recoil not
only from inconvenience and lassitude but

also from fear—fear that we cannot persevere
through the situation, fear that we cannot have
the integrity to finish the job. And they would
leave a sickened babe, unadjusted to the harsh
habitats, to suffer the plagues with nothing
but a blanket. On what principles would they
propose we leave Iraq other than the principles
of cowards and those disloyal to integrity?
If we do pull out, our enemies, who shield
their acts and instill fear and terror, would
ardently rejoice about the prospects of a future
that would daily haunt the innocent souls. Our
enemies would widen the path of destruction.
They would accelerate the decay of democracy.
They would gain confidence that their hellish
visions would soon be inevitable. They would

Political Columnist:
Ashish Shah

Political Columnist:
Daniel Ma

destroy families and the American way of life
that holds above all else its rights for man.
What future difficulties would we bring
upon ourselves if we acted as cowards? The
peace will not be settled, and it will be our
progeny that will bear a heavier and deadlier
burden. Years from now, our grandchildren
would condemn our spinelessness.
But if we extricate the weeds of political
evil in the world, then future generations
will not have to deal with such a problem.
Our founding fathers had been brazen and
courageous. Without their audacity, our nation
would never have been birthed. And like them,
we must, as a nation, stay this course and finish
the job in Iraq.
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Holiday Advice For the Desperate Guy

It is the uncommon male who even
considers buying personalized presents for
their female friends. It is the nonexistent male
who actually follows through with the plan.
Ah, I could turn this into an extremely bland
list of “bail-out” gifts, but I won’t. At least,
not yet. After all, this is an ancient dilemma,
but never fear—we shall quickly
get to the root of this dilemma.
Repeat after me: “I have no clue
what to give to girls.”
Acceptance of a disorder is the
first step to recovery. My personal
history with this problem is long,
embarrassing, and disastrous.
In seventh grade, I gave my
crush a coin. Yes, a coin.
It was foreign, and it was
shiny, and it had the
words, “Let There Be
Light,” inscribed on it.
Nonetheless, I did not
get a thank-you note.
In ninth grade (do not
even ask about eighth
grade), I
gave my female friends chocolate. Actually, I
gave everyone chocolate. But then I realized,
with the help of another female friend who
gave me chocolate, that chocolate is what
you give people when you don’t know what
to give.
Now most men do not spend their time in
the shopping mall; it’s not something we, or
at least I, particularly enjoy. So most of the
time, we skimp on the gifts, taking the easy,
chocolate-and-card paved road out.  You have

to ask yourself a serious question. “Do I really
want to go through the trouble of finding a
meaningful, thoughtful, useful gift for all my
female friends?” If the answer is maybe, I
suggest you skip to the list on the bottom. But
for intrepid readers, here is the next question:
What kind of person is she?
It is a difficult question to answer,
but by answering this question
truthfully, you will discover how
you define your relationship with
this female. Is it a common interest?
Class-o-graphic location? Teenage
hormones? Then, you must consider
this: what do you know about
this “special person”?
I’ve tried this
experiment. I came to
the conclusion that either,
one, I did not actually
know this person very
well, or two, it was too much
trouble to go out and buy
things. But I do have at least
one example of a success
stor y,
involving a friend of mine who
is wild about anime. Anime DVD collections
are costly propositions, and it is difficult to
tell what she may already have. Burned CDs
seem a bit too cheap and importing stuff from
Japan is too costly. So, in a frenzy of giftgiving, I came up with inspiration: a tee-shirt!
But not just any T-shirt: a T-shirt with her
favorite anime character emblazoned on it.
Okay, so an anime T-shirt probably is not
the easiest item to find and obtain during the

holidays. But if you manage it, you will have
a personal and thoughtful gift, for one friend
anyways. You’ll probably have to go shopping
online; you’ll have to pick an anime character;
you’ll have to make sure you ordered early
enough for it to come on time and you will
have to wrap it (the horror, the horror!).
Most likely, you won’t have an anime T-shirt
lying around your house (if you do, don’t even
dare consider giving it to her). You’ll probably
have to go shopping online; you’ll have to
pick the anime character to do; you’ll have to
make sure you ordered early enough for it to
come on time (by the time this is printing, it
will probably be far too late) and you’ll have to
wrap it. Oh, the horror! And you’ll have to do
this with every single female friend you have.
That is only, of course, if you think they are
all worth that. A personal gift carries a certain
amount of emotional weight, so make sure
there is really some sort of attachment there
before you even bother.
Now, if this all sounds like too much work,
we have the list. First, chocolate. Okay, I
guess that doesn’t count—not to say that it
doesn’t work. Chocolate always works. You
can also try cute stuffed animals, cell phone
accessories, and clothes! To be more specific,
clothes include scarves (girls love scarves!),
a sweater, gloves or a cute hat. Once again,
cuteness is encouraged. What you should not
buy: houses, cars, diamond rings, shampoo,
coats, pants, and false teeth.
But if you know she would appreciate it,
then by all means, go for it.
Edward Z. Yang, sophomore

Go Get Great Gifts for Great Guys

The holidays are here again, and as any
girl well knows, that only means one thing—
shopping. Yes, girls. That includes shopping
for the guys, whose list of holiday gifts tends
to alternate between necessity and leisure.
When it comes to male teens in high school,
the best gift to give them generally depends
on the guy’s interests, as well as the giving girl’s
relationship with the potential recipient.
Whether he is a gadget guru, sports fan,
music lover, avid reader, video gamer, snappy
dresser, or just a typical high school guy, there
are great gifts for all. If your budget is one of
your main concerns, do not worry. Whether
he is a friend, boyfriend or cousin, there are  
great gifts at equally great prices to be given
this holiday season.
According to gifts.com, the
suggested price range for high
school teens is $0-$50. For
the gadget and music lovers,
Ipod accessories top the
list. Ipod accessories
can be easily found
at Apple stores or at
any department store,
starting at only $20. Among
the favorites are Ipod
headphones, cases, arm bands, and
car
adapters. Some other popular gifts are CDs,
watches, CD players and computer-related
items. However, if you want to purchase
something more expensive, sound systems
for the Ipod and MP3 players, personal digital
assistants (PDA), or digital cameras are all
great choices. All of those accessories are not
at all useful without the music player itself, so

if money really is not an issue, go for an Ipod
Nano or Ipod shuffle.
For those who are shopping for book
lovers, Barnes and Noble carries a wide
range and variety of books at great prices.
Their holiday sales give books away at prices
as low as $5. When it comes to the video
gamers, Playstation
still rules the
console world.
If you do
not mind

spending the
money, then go
ahead and
buy that Playstation!
But if not, do
not worry. You could purchase many
cool video games starting as low as
$15 at places like Gamestop.
If your guy is not a music freak or
a gamer, clothes make a great gift, and
amazing prices are not hard to find. Girls,
shopping for clothes for the everyday guy is
easy. However it gets a little hard when we
have to shop for “well-dressed” guys. They
tend to be very selective about their apparel.
If he is a preppy dresser, places like American
Eagle, Hollister Co., and Abercrombie and
Fitch are ideal places to shop for high school
guys. However, if he likes the classic look,

Guess, Express, Club Monaco, etc. are the
perfect stores to shop at. If he is one of the
guys who has flexible clothing styles, you
can purchase some nice T-shirts or maybe a
sweater or two at big department stores like
Macy’s and Nordstrom.
For the more active guy, sports apparel
can make a great gift. Depending on his
favorite team or sport   you can head
out to Dick’s, Sports Authority, Foot
locker, Champs, etc. The sales at
these places are mind-blowing
and you can find almost anything
associated with sports at theses
stores.
However, if you want a really
special gift for a really special
guy, personalized gifts are the
best. You can personalize apparel,
picture frames, wrist bands, jewelry and
many other things. You can get personalized
gifts at stores like Things Remembered or at
the kiosks at the mall.
Girls, if you are still unsure of what to
get him this season, gift cards are always an
option. Gift cards to a favorite store can do
wonders. You can never go wrong with letting
the guy choose and buy what he wants. Just
put in the amount of money you want to give
to the recipient and you have the perfecft gift
or, at least, what the guy really wants.
So girls, have fun shopping this season and
make him happy with your gifts. But don’t
forget, the most important gift you can give
him is lots of love and best wishes for the
season. Happy Holidays!
Mrigasha Patel, junior
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My Wish For
The
Holidays
Seeing leaves descending from the trees,

birds flying south for the winter, and the
morning frost arising after a cold, bitter
night, I start to feel the holiday season set
into my bones. I can feel the warm tingles
of faith and hope as they spring up before
my eyes for front row seats to the splendid
show that winter puts on for everyone. As
people count down the days until break, or
the holidays, or even summer, I sit still, not
wanting to wish away any time at all. I savor
each second of this magnificent, snowy
season. I cannot wait for the first snow
– the first time that the world truly seems
utterly peaceful, and the first time that the
fears and the worries seem to melt away in
its white innocence.  
Just the other day, I was asked a hard
question: “If you could have anything in
the world this holiday season, what would
it be?”   This subject has many answers,
none of which is “right” or “wrong”. Yet
as I pondered over my response, I could
not narrow my options down. If I could
have had anything at all, what would I have
chosen? The first, obvious thought that
entered my mind was world peace. Yet that
has become everyone’s standard answer, so
it definitely would not be mine. For such a
simple question, one would think that there
was a simple answer. But days went by as
I sat wondering what it was that I wanted
above all else.
As I lay in my bed, trying to get sleep
before my long school day ahead, it hit me.
If I could have anything, I would want to
give everyone something. As confusing as
it sounds, the one thing that I would want
is to have this wish be fulfilled – for every
person in this world to have the chance to
be happy, even for a short time, and to have
faith, love, and hope for something that
perhaps he or she has given up believing. I
would want everyone to have one thing go
their way, even if only for a day. Whether
it is something small a genuine miracle, I
want everyone to have at least one thing.
Or, what’s more, let them do something
right for someone else. I would want to
give everyone a wish of his or her own,
and maybe if I were lucky, someone’s wish
could be to help out a person less fortunate
than him or herself. Maybe people could
make their wishes come true and the world
actually could be a better place.  
I know that I do not need anything this
holiday season, but others do. For those
who have much, the holidays are a time
when it is easy to forget one’s own good luck
over a materialistic festival of giving, most
often, what is showy, what is unnecessary,
what luxuries most of this planet cannot
dream of affording. Therefore, I am helping
as much as I can by doing volunteer work.
My mom is hosting an organization in her
school called “Operation Shoebox,” which
gives hundreds of boxes full of goodies,
supplies, and other human necessities to the
troops in Iraq, because they may not have
them. This season, we are going to donate,
box, and ship over as much as possible so
that others can enjoy the comforts of the
holiday that we here take for granted. I
know that I am trying to do my part, and I
hope others can do theirs, too. Even if it is
small, like holding a door open for someone,
or giving a smile to a person who could use
one, anything is a step in the right direction.
Even though my wish for everyone to have
a chance, hope or faith, be loved or believe,
seems impossible, we can make them work
by creating these opportunities. My holiday
wish for this is that yours will come true.  
Happy holidays! Have fun, be careful,
dream big, but most of all, don’t stop
dreaming because you never know when
that dream will become your reality.
Samantha Creange, sophomore
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Buying Is Not Selling Out In High School and In Office
“Christmahanukwanzakah,”the name
given by Virgin Mobile to the three major
December holidays—Christmas, Hanukkah,
and Kwanzaa—is upon us at last. For many,
Christmas is the season to make sure that the
Christmas tree is lined with gifts. It is also the
right opportunity to give your significant other
a diamond necklace from that posh jewelry
store. Commercialism is bemoaned by leagues
of religious leaders, holiday purists,
and those who appreciate their
fat bank accounts. However,
something must be said about
the bright side of the wonders
of holiday commercialism.
As objectionable as
commercialism may seem,
the holiday season not
only provides us with an
opportunity to combat
obesity with a lengthy stroll
through the malls, but it is
also a substantial boost for
the American economy. In fact,
the National Retail Foundation
noted that about one-fifth of
all retail sales is attributed to the
holiday season. One in five Americans
work in the retail industry, which adds up to
more than 23 million people in our nation
alone. In the months leading up to the final
culmination of December merchandising,
department stores hire even more employees.
According to the reports from the United
States Census Bureau, department stores
raised their employment numbers by 204,500
employees in October and November of
2003 alone. Our “shop psyche” sustains the
economy by providing jobs and lowering the
unemployment rate. Individual purchases

in turn keep families, like those of the
lumberjacks who cut down the trees to make
your wrapping paper, those of the post office
employees who ship out your gifts, and those
of factory workers, fed.   All of them are
happy—all because of you.  
However, some are sure to protest that
the true meaning of Christmas/Hannukah/
Kwaanza is lost. Yet, considering Christmas as
an example, one wonders what exactly is the
spirit
of this winter holiday.
Isn’t the meaning
of Christmas
the spirit of
giving? Isn’t it
an opportunity to
spend quality time
with loved ones? In this
day and age, Christmas has been redressed as the season of love, giving and
togetherness, not only the celebration of
the birth of Jesus Christ. Whether one
is Jewish, Christian, Muslim, Hindu, or
atheist, it is possible to enjoy Christmas by
spending time with family and friends. Is
it then so shocking that we decide to take
the “giving” aspect literally by shopping
for gifts? Christmas can now be enjoyed
whether in the malls of America or in the
halls of a church. Religion, a focal point of
almost all the holidays, does not necessarily
have to be sacrificed.
The commercialism of the holidays is not   
entirely a bad habit, despite the accusations  of
excessive materialism. Beyond its advantages
of boosting the economy, shopping for the
holidays is one of the many ways in which we
celebrate—by cherishing the joys not only of
the season, but also of life.
Charlene Wong, freshman

Michael Sessions, an 18-year old high have more difficulty in following the timetable
school student, is now the new mayor of than he hopes. With school and a social life to
Hillside, Michigan. On November 8, 2005, the attend to, his focus will be split. Nevertheless,
citizens of Hillsdale, a city with a population one should not doubt this teen’s commitment
of 8,200, voted in the mayoral elections. The to his hometown.
two candidates were Michael Sessions and
The teen’s age has been the main concern of
fifty-one-year old incumbent David Ingles. his critics. It is argued that at 18 years of age,
Using earnings from a summer job, Sessions Michael Sessions lacks the necessary experience
funded his door-to-door write-in campaign. to be an effective mayor. Undoubtedly,
The final tallies showed Ingles with 668 votes experience can come a long way when the
and Sessions with 670. Thus, Sessions set the job requires decisions to be made quickly and
record as the youngest mayor
with good judgment.  Nevertheless,
ever elected in the United
teenagers possess   creative new
States. Across the country,
ideas that   might prove useful in
many people admire Sessions
handling future difficulties. Michael
for his motivation, but many
Sessions’ lack of experience may
also question whether he is
be compensated by his originality  
just too young to handle  a
and energy,  which are qualities of
huge responsibility. After all,
any leader.
Michael Sessions now holds
There have  been  other success
the responsibility of two
stories of young adults excelling
difficult jobs: being a high
in the corporate sector. Fresh
school senior and being the
out of MIT, Larry Page and
mayor. High school students
Sergey Brin started Google, which
Michael Sessions, the
are expected to balance their
is now the world’s most popular
youngest mayor in U.S.
academics and social   lives,
Internet search engine. They have
history, attends to his
both of which are important
proven that teenagers can prevail
mayoral duties.
components of a successful
against the pressures from their
career. As a high school
experienced competitors   and
senior, Sessions has many obligations, including exceed all expectations. If this can happen in
preparation for college acceptance and for the competitive business arena, then it is also
the work force. As the mayor, he is expected possible in politics.
to run the city every day, talk to citizens and
A lot is at stake depending on Michael’s
government leaders to help solve problems, success or failure. Inspired by Sessions, young
and make future plans for the city. When asked adults are starting to come forward to take up
how he plans to juggle these responsibilitites, the challenges that are facing the world. This
Sessions responded, “From 7:50 to 2:30 I’m a is the time to encourage and support Michael
student, from 3:00 to 6:00, I’m going to be out Sessions in his efforts, not be too critical of his
fulfilling this job as mayor.” No matter what abilities and performance.
schedule Sessions sets up, he would probably
Sneha Guntaka, sophomore

Columnist:
Wonders of the Simple Life Regular
Aparna Kachalia
My weekend was filled with absolute
disorder. Torn curtains, littered floors, and
ravaged rooms—the diabolical conspiracy of
two little five-year old girls. Hard to believe, I
know. Behind those charming and adorable
faces lies utter mischief. As I was held
hostage, I was forced to participate
in their evil rituals. They spun
in wild circles until they
finally fell to the floor in
peals of laugher. They
used the walls as canvasses
for water-color art and
watched the colors
stream down with awe.
They plundered the orderly
sanctity of my closet,
t h r ow i n g c l o t h e s
on the floor and
sacking anything
and everything in
their path. Just as I
was losing my
patience,
those two little scheming devils gave
me the most angelic smile and the
most heart-felt hug.  I had no  choice
but to surrender to them.
Even though I desperately needed to finish
an essay, I could not help but watch these two
little girls with amazement as they built their
world of magic. I watched their faces glow
as they discovered that streaks of marker
could be erased with tissue paper, declaring
their discovery of “magic tissue paper.” I
watched them drench origami flowers with
perfume with the belief that the flowers would
magically come to life with a touch of scent
because “flowers smell.” Their simplicity of
mind made me reminisce of all the dumb
things I once believed and done.
When I was four, I was so mystified by
Aladdin’s genie, magic carpet, and the talking
bird Iago, that I spent endless days trying to
recreate the enchanted city where Aladdin and

Jasmine lived. I would spend hours in front
of a table lamp, rubbing it with all my heart
hoping that a genie would suddenly
appear. Crossing my fingers,
I would climb onto my
mother’s bed with a smile
on my face and a small
rug in my hands. Then I
would jump
off onto the
rug, willing
i t t o t a ke
off and fly.
But for some
reason, I

never flew.
Instead I
would crash
to the
carpeted
f l o o r ,
bringing
ever ything

down with me.
When I was maybe three or four, I asked
my mother for some ice cream. Busy with her
work, she told me to wait for five minutes. But
you know that when parents say “give me five
minutes,” it really means, “give me an hour” or
never. So I continued to wait. I finally grew so
impatient that I dragged a stool to the foot of

the refrigerator. I climbed up, gingerly opened
the freezer door, and saw the chilly wonders of
ice. Because I thought that anything cold was
ice cream, I started to lick the ice that was on
the bottom of the freezer. I kept on  licking
until my tongue got stuck to the freezer. I
tried to scream, but the disadvantages of not
having a tongue came into play. I stood there
for thirty minutes until my mom heard little
“ah” noises from the kitchen. To her dismay,
her daughter’s tongue was glued to the freezer
and it took another thirty minutes to release
my tongue from the icy grip of the freezer
with hot water. Looking back, all I can say is,
“Silly me.”
I remember when my sister was
little, she stayed awake in her bed
the night before her birthday, waiting
for a formal invitation from
Hogwarts School of Witchcraft
and Wizardry. Hoping to attend
school with Harry Potter, she eagerly
got up the next morning to look for a letter
underneath her pillow. When she discovered
that no letter was to be found, she denounced
her family as muggles.
It’s funny and strange to remember all the
silly little things that we once believed. Don’t
you miss just being plain silly—believing in
magic tissue paper, magic carpet rides, and icy
ice cream? Yet it isn’t as silly as we perceive
it now. At that time, it was truly a time of
happiness, pure blissful innocence that no one
could rob us of. On the last night of the little
girls’ stay with me, one of them asked me if
Santa existed. What do you think I said? “Yes,
of course,” I assured her. Just because we get
“older” and “wiser,” we should never let the
Christmas dream die away. It’s about jolly
Santa Claus and happy red-nosed Rudolf. It’s
all a part of the joy and the experience of not
having to worry about being silly and truly
being happy with the festive Christmas spirit.
So when you take your break for Christmas,
don’t forget to enjoy yourself and be silly.

Ask Hawkeye
-childhood memories“I used to own a bakery with my
friend in her backyard. We would
make loaves of bread and decorated cakes out of sand.”
-Sharon Lee, Editor-in-Chief

“When I was a little kid, I really
wanted to eat dinner in the dining
room. Since my mom would not
let me, I squirted ketchup all over
the kitchen floor.”
-Jeremy Meisinger, Opinion
Editor

“I was eating at a Chinese restaurant with my family. I got so
bored that I dialed ‘911’ on the
restaurant’s pay phone. After I
went back to my seat, the police
came.”
-George Xing, News Editor

“I wanted to become stronger so
I drank seven glasses of milk in
one day.”
-Charlotte Schwarz, Asst. Opinion Editor

“When I was ten, I went trickor-treating with my friends. At
one of the houses, the person
who answered the door wore a
scary mask. All of my friends
screamed except for me. It wasn’t
until he took his mask off that I
screamed.”
-Anna Calinawan, Asst. Features Editor
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Key Clubbers find sweetness in service
Alekhya Uppala
Swati Agarwal
On Sunday, October 9, 55 JP
Stevens students attended the
annual Key Club Fall Rally at Great
Adventure. Among these students
were seniors Jeremy Missuk, Neelesh
Mittal, and Stephanie Wang, who
are well known throughout the state.
The day started off early, around 7
am, when everyone met in front of
JP Stevens to board the bus. By 8
am over two thousand key clubbers
from all over New Jersey reached
Six Flags.
Silver, shiny, and sweet was
District Governor Jeremy Missuk,
who appeared in his Hershey’s Kiss
costume. He was one of the many
people who dressed up as a candy
to promote the event’s “sweet taste
of service” theme. Once everyone
settled down, the exciting event
began. JP Stevens’ Key Club’s very
own Neelesh Mittal, who is also
the district web master, introduced
Missuk on stage. Missuk’s powerful
speech, modeled after Forest
Gump’s famous address, focused
on the need to improve the lives
of handicapped children across
the nation, the goal of NO AIDS
in Kenya, and finally, the need for
people to work towards a cure for
cancer patients by raising funds
through various projects.
“As Alex’s mom told her
daughter’s story this year, not a
single person made a sound. Every
person in the stadium had tears in
their eyes. This is the real meaning
of Key Club and events such as

money for pediatric cancer research.
The JP Stevens Key Club this past
summer set up a lemonade stand
and collected about $2100, truly
“Fighting childhood cancer...one
cup at a time.”
Furthermore, guest speaker
Mar tina Scheuer mann, the
Governor of the Mississippi district,
announced that key clubbers have
already raised approximately $5000
for Hurricane Katrina victims and
are continually working to raise
more. Thirty-three schools were
rebuilt with the help of many Key
Clubs’ across the state.
The JP Stevens Key Club was

excited and
honored to be
recognized,
through Mr.
Andreuzzi
and President
A r j u n
Misra, for
successfully
o r g a n i z i n g Key Clubbers pose for a group picture for the
a Re g i o n a l 2005 Fall Rally at Six Flags Great Adventure.
Training
Conference in June 2005. Mr. challenge as a club is to live up to the
Lou Andreuzzi has helped the JP rich tradition of achievements of
Stevens Key Club learn, grow and the past and rise to do the challenge
accomplish many goals for more of expectations of the future. I am
than five years. As he stated, “Our sure that we can do both!”

Hundreds of people in colorful
garments dance dizzyingly on the
floor. The traditional music and
the beat of the drums makes the
heart beat faster. Beautiful smiles
adorn everyone’s faces. The Indian
festival of Navratri is a nine-day
occasion celebrated with traditional
Indian dancing known as garba and
dandiya.
On Saturday, November 5, the
Social Studies Forum and the
International Club hosted a JP
Stevens Navratri to celebrate this
event and to culturally enrich the
minds of the students in the school.
The gym was beautifully decorated
and was transformed from an
ordinary gymnasium to an authentic
dance floor for garba. People began
to flit in between 6:30 and 7 pm
dressed in rich, multi-colored,

traditional, Indian garb. The clothes
were covered in striking patterns
and delicate designs. The girls had
beautiful skirt-like outfits known
as cholis that produced a dizzying
effect when they spun round and
round on the floor. The boys had on
traditional Indian kurtas in a variety
of colors and styles.
By 7:30 pm, the place was packed
with people from corner to corner.
However, there were more than
just Indian students present. Many
people from different ethnicities
attended this event. One of the
goals of Navratri was to promote
acceptance of different cultures
and backgrounds; and this aim
was handled quite efficiently
throughout the night. Even teachers
like Mr. Herb Smith could be
seen attempting to learn garba and
trying to fit in with the crowd. The
principal, Mrs. Pawlikowski could

be seen enjoying the atmosphere
and even joining in later with the
dandiya lines. Senior Swati Agarwal
said, “JP Stevens students were so
enthralled to see their new principal
doing dandiya with them and joining
in with the festivities.”
Soon afterwards, everyone could
be seen having a great time,   and
dancing in the center of the gym in
concentric circles, all doing the same
dance and following the rhythmic
beat of the music. The melody soon
became fast-paced and everyone
was enjoying the rapid movements
and the quick beating of the heart.
Senior Neelesh Mittal said, “It was
great learning all those dances and
expanding my cultural horizons.
I especially liked dancing with all
those girls in gorgeous dresses!”
Following garba, everyone was
ushered onto the bleachers in order
to watch the performances some

after serving in the U.S. Marine
Corps, graduated with a Master of
Business Administration (MBA).
Corzine continued his course in
business, first working in banking,
and then becoming a Goldman
Sachs bond trader. Ambitious
and unrelenting, Corzine soon
became CEO of the company and
transformed Goldman Sachs into
an international corporation. From
there, he set his sights on politics. In
2000, Corzine defeated Republican
opponent Bob Frank in the race
for New Jersey senator. Since then,
as a member of the U.S. Senate
Committee on Banking, Housing
and Urban Affairs, the U.S. Senate

Select Committee on Intelligence,
the U.S. Senate Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources,
and the U.S. Senate Committee on
Budget, he has taken steps to fight
many of the challenges New Jersey
faces, including protecting Social
Security from privatization and
securing chemical facilities from
terrorist attacks.
When incumbent and
Democratic Acting Governor
Richard Codey decided not to
run for office, both Corzine and
his Republican opponent Doug
Forrester seized the opportunity.
In the primary elections, Corzine
won the Democratic nomination

with no serious opposition, while
Forrester narrowly defeated Brett
Schundler to receive the Republican
nomination. Over the next few
months, the campaign for both
candidates turned into a vicious
mudslinging competition on both
sides. With personal attacks thrown
at Forrester, ethical questionings by
Republicans, and Corzine’s ex-wife
thrown into the mix and beating
down on Corzine, the road to
victory was undeniably an arduous
one. According to The Washington
Post, the election race was “a wild
hazing from...a bitter ex-wife” and
“a free-spending contest”. Indeed,
both candidates spent more than

these make me proud to say I’m a
Key Clubber,” expressed Vasudha
Celly, one of the Special Events
committee head. Alex’s mother
gave the next speech. She told
her heartrending story told of her
child, Alex, who was diagnosed
with neuroblastoma, a rare type
of childhood cancer, at the age of
one. Alex’s mother explained that
her daughter at the age of four had
the idea of setting up a lemonade
stand to raise money for a cure.
This one lemonade stand gave
birth to hundreds more across the
state.  In fact, it became this year’s
district project and helped provide

JP Stevens Navratri promotes tradition through dance
Neha Shende

Jon Corzine brings high hopes, comforting confidence to New Jersey
Pennson Wang
On the night of November 8,
2005, anxious Democrats gathered
around a nearby television set,
with anticipation thick in the air.
As numbers began flashing across
the screen, a promising buzz
swept the room and tightened
face muscles loosened into wide
smiles. A confirmation was given,
the final tallies came in, and an
enthusiastic cheer erupted. Within
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of the students had prepared. All
of the performances were very
well rehearsed and used elements
of traditional Indian dancing. The
songs were well known and soon
everyone was clapping and cheering
for the performers.
Dinnertime arrived between 8
and 8:30 pm, and everyone entered
the cafeteria to replenish their
energy for some more fun and
dancing after dinner. Before dinner,
junior Vinay Limbachia made a
brief presentation on Mystic India.
It emphasized concepts of unity and
peace, leaving a lasting impression
and indelible images of wonder
and tranquility in the minds of
the viewers. Senior Megha Holani
added, “It truly made you think for
a minute and put aside the

NAVRATRI
Continued on Page 15

Jon Corzine hopes to
improve New Jersey.
$70 million, much of which poured
directly into their respective smeartactic commercials.

JON CORZINE
Continued on Page 15

ETEA and Board of Education negotiate and reach a settlement
Kanika Chawla
Everyone was wondering what
the teachers were up to about
two months ago when students
saw them standing outside every
morning wearing red shirts. When
Governor-elect Corzine ap- the teachers were asked, the students
peals to people of all ages. were told that they could not reveal
anything. Now that the issue has
blown over for the most part, the
the hour, the opposing Republican events are no longer a mystery.
The teachers’ contract expired on
candidate conceded and victory
was achieved. A 58-year old man June 30 of this year. While their last
stepped out, and greater applause three contracts were settled before
ensued. Jon Stevens Corzine, by a the previous contract expired, this
count of 1,182,248 to 948,342 votes, one was different. Negotiations did
defeated Republican opponent not begin as early as they usually
Doug Forrester in the New Jersey do, and when started, they were
gubernatorial elections in one of inconclusive. Upon school opening,
the most brutal political battles the not only was there no settlement,
but scheduled negotiation sessions
state has ever witnessed.
Corzine grew up on a family farm were postponed as well. When
near Tayorville, Illinois, and later, October came, and no headway

was made, the Edison Township
Education Association (ETEA)
formed an “Action Committee”
to make decisions regarding job
actions to show unity and to try
to press the Board of Education
(BOE) to reconsider the current
situation.
Since the teachers had no
contract, the decision was to work
by the terms of the prior contract,
word for word. This included
things such as signing in at 7:30
am and signing out at 2:38 pm (the
contractual work day for teachers),
and postponing all extra activities
that teachers perform, such as clubs
and extra help for students. Some
activities such as sports, band, music
programs, and school publications
(Hawkeye and Regalis) did continue.
The intent was to also demonstrate
all activities that teachers do above
and beyond their contract that are
taken for granted. As a sign of unity,

the teachers met and paraded into
school as a group, wearing red shirts
printed with names of all members
on Monday, and black shirts on
Friday. The teachers also met in
the Edison High School parking
lot and attended the October BOE
meeting, where a few hundred
members attended.
Finally, at a scheduled negotiation
session in November, the teachers
organized a rally which started at
Herbert Hoover Middle School,
paraded down Amboy Avenue past
Tano Mall, and ended at the BOE
Center in time for the arrival of
the negotiating team as a show of
support. An estimated 600 members
were present.
The negotiating session resulted
in a tentative agreement. The
teachers now had an agreement that
would be voted on by most of the
1400 members of the association.
However, this agreement included

only teachers, omitting noncertified staff. Non-certified staff
includes security guards, secretaries,
attendance officers, and     also  
paraprofessionals. On the night
of December 15, a permanent
settlement between the BOE and
the ETEA was finalized. Two
contracts were signed – one for
the teachers and one for the noncertified staff.
The BOE and the ETEA have
finally reached a settlement after
months of negotiation. Both sides
are   content, as are the students
who were indirectly affected by the
incident. Finally, the teachers would
like to add that in no way, shape,
or form were students involved
in their actions. Though the staff
was directed not to even discuss
this situation with students, they
are nonetheless appreciative of the
support and understanding of the
students and the administration.
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Katrina wounds have yet to heal
to live, cities across the nation have
been swamped by this same mass
exodus. Houston alone is estimated
to be sheltering nearly 150,000
refugees, many of which have been
separated from their family, further
complicating the situation.
Ultimately, these numbers add
up to a large amount of people
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WMHSMUN, continued
from front page

Now that Americans have
finished their Thanksgiving meals,
and are beginning to prepare for the
Christmas festivities, New Orleans
has been put on the backburner of
many minds. Most American and
international media
has finally fallen
silent on the demise
of New Orleans and
its neighboring cities.
There is no longer
any twenty-four hour
news coverage being
broadcasted over the
air or front-to-back
page articles printed
in newspapers on the Hurricane Katrina continues to have lastdisaster zone. It is ing effects on residents of New Orleans.
understandable that
people eventually grow
who are uncertain about their
tired of hearing the continuous future. When the homes, lives, and
repetitions of the misfortunes. memories of the joyful times in
Unfortunately, the victims of one’s city have been completely
Hurricane Katrina do not have the obliterated, it becomes difficult to
same luxury of simply turning away decide where to start life again.
to the destruction, sorrow, and pain While some of the evacuees are
that they are forced to cope with only seeking a temporary home
each and every day.
before eventually returning to New
The amount of havoc wreaked Orleans, a large percentage of
by Hurricane Katrina is, by many Katrina victims, shell-shocked by
standards, even more devastating the horrors in their native city, have
than the September 11 terrorist decided to never return. Adding to
attacks or that of previous hurricanes. the chaos, emergency personnel in
In all likelihood, thousands are New Orleans has also been severely
presumed dead, according to depleted. Especially distressing is
estimates by Mayor Ray Nagin the police force of New Orleans,
of New Orleans and the United which is short on manpower.
States government. Furthermore, Additionally, doctors have fled the
hundreds of thousands of people city, with less than fifteen percent
have been displaced, essentially of the doctors having returned
resulting in the creation of ghost to help treat a flood of patients.
towns across the Gulf Coast. In Together, these problems present,
the city of Waveland, located fifty nearly four months after the original
miles away from New Orleans, the disaster, a formidable challenge to
population has dwindled from a the government and the will of the
modest 7,000 people to only 300 people.
residents. This mass evacuation of
Economically, the hurricane has
the affected area has only led to all but shattered the infrastructure
mass resettlement elsewhere. As of the Gulf Coast. Entire businesses
swarms of refugees left the shadow and power systems have been either
of Katrina scrambling for a place damaged or destroyed and are still

in the process of being repaired.
To worsen the situation, according
to the Natural Resources Defense
Council, the environment of New
Orleans is possibly contaminated by
chemicals and dangerous substances.
Finally, the price tag required to
rebuild the Gulf Coast will be
costly: $62.3 billion has already
been set aside by Congress to use
in the hurricane-stricken areas, but
the state of Louisiana is asking for a
much larger request of $250 billion,
making recovery operations a very
controversial issue.
On the political level, probes
for people who were supposedly
responsible for the slow and
inadequate response to New Orleans
have ensued. A prime example is
Mike Brown, former head of the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA), who lost his job
in the midst of the firestorm of
finger-pointing. President Bush
and the Governor of Louisiana
have also taken heat over why
military and state forces were not
properly prepared or informed to
react to such a catastrophic natural
disaster.
While the economic ramifications
continue to take their toll and while
the blame-game in Washington is
in progress, the people of New
Orleans are still living in abysmal
conditions. Yet, despite all the bad
news, the situation is gradually
improving in Katrina-hit states.
People are gradually filtering back
into the area and recreating the
society that once existed there. In
addition, famous areas such as the
French Quarter in New Orleans
have already reopened. The levees
responsible for the flooding in New
Orleans have also been rebuilt and
strengthened. Nonetheless, there is
an indefinite amount of time needed
for the victims of Katrina and the
rest of the Americans before all
the physical and emotional wounds
will heal. Yet for some, the disaster
has created indelible scars that will
remain for the rest of their lives.

disappointed.
As the situation has created much
opposition and uproar towards
Sony BMG, the company has
been working on a plan to help
resolve the issue. “We share the
concerns of consumers regarding
discs with XCP content-protected
software, and, for this reason,
we are instituting a consumer
exchange program and removing
all unsold CDs with this software
from retail outlets,” Sony BMG said
in a statement. As of November 18,

2005, Sony BMG commenced its
Compact Disc Exchange Program
For XCP Content Protected CD;
customers upon exchanging their
XCP content protected CDs
receive MP3 files of the titles in
addition to their replacement CDs.
Customers interested in attempting
this transaction can identify the CD
titles affected by XCP technology
by visiting http://cp.sonybmg.
com/xcp for a list of titles and
versions, or by checking the back
of the CD packaging. If there is

a black and white table with the
words “Compatible With,” and if
the URL in that table ends with the
letters “XCP” (http://cp.sonybmg.
com/xcp), the disc contains the
XCP software.
Although this program may
help calm disappointed customers
temporarily, Sony BMG has yet to
complete a definitive solution for
removing the spyware program
installed by the CDs.
Sony BMG is currently working
on a way to remove the spyware

from PCs
affected
worldwide,
with the XCP
software
developer,
British fir m First
4
Internet. As a remedy, the firm
created a special patch, so   users
can easily detect and remove the
software from their computers

support of their own.
By the day after election night,
the results were in, and the race was
over. Choi, 34 years young, slid in
as mayor-elect of Edison by a mere
191 votes. It was hardly a landslide
victory. Nevertheless, Choi had
defeated his opponent, becoming
only the twentieth Asian-American
mayor in the United States and
the first in Edison’s history. While
celebrating his victory in Pines
Manor, he announced, “Tonight
we made history in Edison and I’m
extremely gratified by the trust given
to me by the people of Edison.”
But even as the celebrations
were taking place, Stephens decided

to question the outcome of this
decisive election. “I don’t think
I’m going to go through a recount
procedure because . . . I don’t doubt
that the computers are right. I just
doubt the votes that are in the
computer. And that’s what we’re
going to challenge,” he said. “We’re
going to look at signatures. We’re
going to look at who voted where
and we really need to go through
those numbers, and then we need
to check with our attorneys to see
how we’re going to go about it.”
Choi, however, and most of Edison,
had decided to move on and move
forward with his plans. “It’s a clear
victory, and we’re moving forward,”

Choi declared.
Choi based his campaign on
an image that he was the man to
bring reform to Edison and that
he was a staunch advocate against
corruption. During the race, Choi
tried to downplay ethnicity as a
factor, trying not to appeal strongly
to any one minority group, but
instead to campaign for a wide
range of voters. Nevertheless,
Stephens has accused Choi of
taking advantage of ethnicity,
citing Choi’s advertising in ethnic
newspapers, magazines and other
media, as well as courting the
voters in different languages and
encouraging unregistered voters

to get out and vote. Nonetheless,
Choi managed to successfully
represent himself as one who had
the necessary responsibility and
leadership skills to lead Edison into
a brighter future.
For the next four years, Edison
has much to expect. Jun Choi, as
the future mayor of the fifth largest
municipality in the state of New
Jersey, has a heavy burden upon his
shoulders. The question “Where
will Edison go from here?” remains
unanswered, but many JP Stevens
students already have optimistic
hopes. As junior Samip Joshi said,
“I have complete faith that Jun Choi
will be an effective leader.”

Eric Liu

this conference, the students made during the day, the delegates poured
many sacrifices in order to make in just as much effort behind-theup for lost time. They overcame scenes in late-night meetings in
the undue pressure forced onto the “War Room” after-committee
them, and together, they were able sessions, which were essential in
to form one of the best delegations keeping the debaters on track and
ever sent to that conference by JP motivated. Early mornings in the
Stevens.
business room kept up with the
“In the weeks leading up to the dynamic nature of the conference.
trip, one could see that the doors In the end, all the hard work
to my house were
always open,” said
senior Jasdee p
Singh. This was
never truer than
in the week
leading up to the
conference. Every
day of the week
there were strategy
sessions hosted at
various locations
around Edison.
In a movement
spearheaded by
the executive
board, these
meetings aimed
to simulate actual
debate experience
and were a forum JPSMUN President Anupam Chakravarty
to voice questions gives delivers an emotional speech of
and concerns, as encouragment before the conference.
well as share tips
and tricks. It was
the first major step in the effort paid off as JP Stevens reasserted
to rebuild the team this year and its legendary dominance in the
bring JPSMUN back to full stride. conference. Winning eight gavels
This conference, therefore, was and eight honorable delegations, “JP
the litmus test that would prove Stevens” echoed through the awards
the club’s ability and indicate the ceremony hall. For JP Stevens’
future performance at other top efforts during the conference, the
conferences such as the Ivy League school received the “Best Large
MUN Conference in Pennsylvania School” award.
and the North American MUN
This victory was sweet for all
Conference in Washington DC.
who attended. For seniors, it was
As the delegates boarded the bus a culmination of four, long years
and charged full speed to Virginia, the of dedication to the club. For
amount of preparation only seemed freshmen, it was an inspiration for
to increase. When the bus finally many, many conferences yet to
arrived at the College of William come. And for JPSMUN, it was an
and Mary, JPSMUN stormed in affirmation that success can indeed
with confidence. Debating fiercely be achieved.

Sony BMG’s release of copyrighted CDs sparks protest
Anish Shah
The music production industry
was left in a quandary when major
Music distributor Sony BMG has
released an estimated 4.7 million
music CDs containing copyprotection software considered
by many software analysts to be
potentially dangerous to one’s
computer. Sony BMG, the child
company of Japanese electronics
developer, Sony Corporations,
and German media distributor,
Bertelsmann AG, discovered that
the XCP technology they had
developed and encrypted onto
their copy-protected and antipiracy CDs requires the installation
of a certain program in order to
be played on PCs. However, the
company realized that even though
the software successfully protects
the media titles from illegal music
distribution, it makes computers
vulnerable to viruses, and thus can
be classified as spyware. Currently
the XCP technology affects an
overwhelming 49 titles of artists
including Neil Diamond, Van
Zant, Celine Dion and Switchfoot.
Sony BMG’s flawed technology
has left both these artists and many
more music fans flustered and

JUN CHOI, continued from front page
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Continued on Page 15
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MYSPACEFOLYFE
Jennifer F. Lee
”Why haven’t I gotten any comments today? People
must hate me.” These are the common thoughts
that first pop into the heads of users who are
logging on to MySpace..
MySpace is a community website that
allows people to build relationships with
others around the world. This
web community’s increasing
popularity has reached its
peak this past year with
millions of people creating
profiles everyday—almost
everyone has their own
MySpace page now.  
The concept behind
MySpace is, in theory, a good
one – “An online community
that lets you meet your friends’
friends.” One can interact and
meet new individuals,
share photographs,
talk about hobbies
or interests, and
communicate
random thoughts.
From the time when it
was first established
in 2003 until this
very moment,
MySpace has
become a lot more than just
a way to meet new individuals;
it has become a unique way
of life.
In the world of MySpace,
appearance is everything. It
only takes one second for a
user to go to another person’s
page and decide if he or she
wants to request to be a “friend.” Most people
disregard the “About Me” section and click the
“View More Pics” link instead. As the saying
goes, a picture really is worth a thousand
words. They basically count as the “first
impression” of that specific user. As a result,
individuals spend hours upon hours locked in
their bedroom taking thousands of pictures,
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just hoping that one will come out good. They
are undoubtedly searching for that perfect
angle and that perfect pose for the perfect first
impression. MySpace emphasizes impressions.
Impressions are what make MySpace what it
has come to be. Individuals are too caught up
in trying to charm their fellow “MySpacers”
that they do not even realize why they have
joined the online society in the first place. It
is surprising
how people will try
so hard to impress
a community of
faces on a screen.
After all, that is all
MySpace really is
all about—faces
on a screen.
T
h
e
friendships
made through
visiting strangers’
websites manifest as comments,
picture comments, messages, and
friend requests. Some MySpace
users become so greedy and
desperate  for attention that they
will post completely unnecessary
bulletins that read, “COMMENT
ME,”  “ADD HIM” or “ADD HER.”  
Although these people yearn to receive
“love” from other people, most of
them fail to return it. A frequent
problem in the MySpace community
is when the purpose of requesting
someone as a friend is not actually to
become his or her friend, but instead,
to help increase the count of his or her
friends list. “Friends” do not actually
mean friends on MySpace. Everyone
knows this. We all know this. Yet we
accept it and move on; at least, we say
we move on.
It has ceased to be a friendly, international
community and instead has become a pointless,
endless competition. As much as users of
MySpace want to deny that they do not care
when they do not receive an abundance of
comments, messages, or friend requests a day,
they do care.
They care a lot.

New Obsession?
Cheaper than International Phone Charges
Melanie Harker
As its tagline suggests, the popular
MySpace website is truly “a place for
friends.” This giant message board might
seem like a place to show off how many
bands you know, how good you look in tight
pants, or how crazy you acted last weekend.
Yet to a lot of people, like myself, MySpace
is a place where people can connect; not
just in school, but from city to city, and even
perhaps from country to country.
This past summer, I had the pleasure of
working with international staff members
in a summer camp called Camp Bernie.
These staff members were chosen from all
over the globe including England, Scotland,
Columbia, Ger many, Czech Republic,
Taiwan, France, and Australia, to work for
three months in America. Slowly, over the
eleven weeks we worked together, the staff
became a tight-knit family. At the end it
was hard to say goodbye. Nevertheless, I
was delighted to find that my friends from
all over had created MySpaces. I instantly
became engrossed in staying in touch with
everyone, and I still do so to this day.
On a slightly smaller scale, MySpace
helps people from state to state keep in
touch. Julia Kuo, junior informed me, “I
have friends who live in New York, and
all that MySpace commenting is kind of
like just keeping little tabs on each others
lives.”Also, people from town to town can
keep friendships alive by checking up on
them every day. Commenting every day
may not be a full-fledged conversation
on the phone; however, it still shows that
friends whom you may not be able to see
every day can still be close. Even friends
from the past can come alive through

MySpace. Junior Sarina Garrison said,
“My cheerleading coach from 9 years ago
commented me on MySpace the other day.
I could not believe it! I kept thinking, ‘Oh
my gosh! No way, how did she find me?’”
Finding people whom you have not seen
since you were in grade school is a common
perk of MySpace. It would normally be
hard to stay in contact with best friends who
move away to California; MySpace wins the
battle against distance. It males users feel as
if that certain friend lived right down the
street, instead of several time zones over.
With the busy we lead, MySpace is another
form of communication that keeps up with
the fast paced lives of the 21st century.
Junior Alyssa Peltzer said, “For people who
don’t go on instant messenger, [MySpace]
is an easy way to talk. Short comments are
faster to write and more time efficient; you
just sign in, leave a comment, and you’re
done.” You no longer have to sit down
and force out an awkward conversation
with someone through the computer as
you juggle three essays, algebra homework,
and a health project. Instead, you can just
leave a comment to a friend whom you
have not seen since the start of the school
year and say, “Hey, how are things going?”
It is a terrible shame that different school
schedules can present barriers; however,
MySpace is a way to maneuver around
them and keep relationships with people
less awkward and much stronger.
While MySpace could be just a place to
show off your significant other, it really
keeps the friendship knot close between.
For some, MySpace will forever just be an
excuse for vanity, but I beg to differ. I would
rather spend a minute of my time, for free,
on a comment rather then $25 on, “Hello?
Yes, I’d like to call collect to Australia.”

How to Create a MySpace Page

MySpace is a great place to make friends.
Luckily for you technologically illiterate folks,
it is extremely easy to start a MySpace.
1. Go to the website http://www.MySpace.
com.
2. Enter the page by clicking on the “Sign
Up” link.
3. Input your personal information according
to the directions on the page. Take note that
MySpace only allows teenagers sixteen or
older to join.
4. Next, pick your own default name.  Most
people on MySpace like to have fun with
these, creating names from song lyrics or
lines from movies.
5. Upload a picture of yourself.

6. Write about yourself under the “About
Me” section, and list your interests under
“Interests.”
7. Make your MySpace beautiful with sites
like http://www.MySpaceeditor.org/.
Once your MySpace is completed with fun
colors and pictures, add some friends by
clicking   “Add Friend” on their MySpace.
You can then send him or her comments
or pictures.
8. Most importantly, don’t forget to be
creative and have fun!
Sarina Garrison
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Holiday Fe
Winter

1. Candles
Many people love gifts
that capture the holiday
spirit. In order to do this, you
don’t need to catch one of
Santa’s elves. Rather, you can
give a candle. Candles come in
arrays of beautiful shapes
and can light up anyone’s
day.

Spruha Magodia

Often, window shopping
isn’t enough to get gift ideas.
Thoughts like “What can I get her
that will be original?” pop up routinely.
That is the universal dilemma of getting a
loved one the “right” gift. However, the
right gift does not have to be costly.
Rather, it is an item that comes
from the heart. Here are eight
gifts that are well worth
putting your heart into:

2. Chocolate
Even though these little
devils quickly make their way
to our stomachs, they also find a
long-lasting place in our hearts. Right
now, the chocolate company Lindt is
introducing its new holiday flavors,
such as raspberry. So, indulge,
and give your friends a gift
that will tantalize their
taste buds.

‘Tis the
Season for Tures
Music is often the best way to get into a
certain mood. Therefore, if you are looking to get into the spirit of the holidays,
create your own CD filled with holiday
favorites. Here are the top 5 most loved
holiday songs to help you get started:

Chris Salvarani

ty

Ice
at the
Nassau
Coliseum
in
Queens.
After
the
show, you can have
an elegant dinner at
one of the fine restaurants in New York City, such
as Carmine’s in Times Square.
If all the restaurants are full with
waiting customers, you can go to the
excellent restaurants located in hotels. The
food in these dining locations is sumptuous
For New Year’s Day, hundreds of thousands of tourists pile into Times Square
to witness the famous ball drop. The ball
drop atop One Times Square has been a
celebrated tradition dating back to 1906
and a chance for couples and friends to
ring in the New Year in a grand style.
New York City offers an array of attractions for the holidays. Therefore, it is filled
with bustling people during this time of
year. However, if you prefer to spend quiet
time with your family, you can stay home
and attend the various religious ceremonies. However, there is always the option
of getting away from all the hustle

s
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skate
(free skate
rentals) and take
pictures with Santa. This
is a wonderful place for family fun right here in New Jersey.
Nearby New York City is filled with
holiday tourist attractions. You can shop at
the various department stores, or just simply peruse the beautiful window displays.
Stores throughout NYC decorate in an extravagant manner fit for the holidays, and
the streets are equally splendid. The streets
are decorated with lights, such as the notable giant, lighted snowflake at the corner
of 57th Street and Fifth Avenue. Trees are
decorated everywhere. The most beautiful
tree to see is the huge, lighted Christmas
tree in Rockefeller Center, where families
and couples can enjoy themselves by skating
beneath the light of this mesmerizing tree.
Other famous attractions for the holidays
include the shows playing in New York City.
A popular show is the Radio City Christmas
Spectacular at the Radio City Music Hall.
Here, you can enjoy the world-famous Rockettes as they sing and perform their electrifying tap routine. Also, performances of the
“Parade of the Wooden Soldiers” and the
amazing “Living Nativity” will be presented at the show. And to delight of all, Santa
Claus will be at the show as well. Young and
old alike enjoy this impressive performance.
New York City’s Broadway shows are also
favorites for there are special shows for the
holidays. The Nutcracker is one of those
shows. If you like ice-skating, you
can see Disney on

1. Santa Claus
Is Coming to Town
2. The Christmas Song
(Chestnuts Roasting on an
Open Fire)
3. Let It Snow, Let It
Snow, Let It Snow
4. Jingle Bell Rock
5. Rudolph the RedNosed Reindeer

Ci

The holiday season is
the perfect time to travel
and spend time with family
and friend. Rather than staying at home, you can make
this season a memorable one
by visiting tourist attractions
that will help keep you in
the holiday spirit. While
New Jersey offers some attractions, New York City is
without a doubt the place
to be if you want to have
a holiday to remember.
In New Jersey you can
join in holiday entertainment by visiting the PNC
Bank Arts Center’s “Holiday Light Spectacular.”
This drive-through event
boasts more than two
million lights and a hundred displays that can be
viewed from inside your
car. After viewing the
approximately ten to
fifteen-minute show,
visitors can get out
of their cars and
enter the “Holiday
Village.” Here,
for no extra charge,
families
can

3. Boxers
The most popular gift for
all men is boxers. What is it
about boxers that make them such
great holiday gifts? Is it the fact that
they are comfortable and popular
or that those pictures on them are
so cute? Whatever it is, boxers are
a fun gift for all males and a
great way of saying
“Happy Holidays.”

and the
blistering
winter cold by
traveling to warmer places
such as Florida or the Bahamas. Many families are taking advantage of this vacation time to go to sunny
beaches or even go on
cruises. No matter
what you decide to
do, we wish you
a happy and
healthy holiday season.

December 2005

Features

11

estivities bring
r Felicities
5. Sweaters
This winter, everyone
wants to wear something that
makes them feel warm and fuzzy.
Sweaters of various styles are the
perfect winter gifts because they come
in so many different styles and price
ranges. The incredible variety of
sweaters makes them a sure
way to gratify anybody.

6. Jewelry
What is it about jewelry
that makes girls melt? It
could be the glitter or maybe
the fact that you can never
have enough to match every
outfit. Pieces from trendy stores
such as American Eagle are
an ideal way of saying, “I
care about
you.”

8. Music
Music is supposed to
bring love and joy. Why
not give someone this gift that is
sure to please? Have you ever
felt that amazing feeling when
you hear your favorite song on
the radio? This feeling can be
given to a friend through
a favorite
CD.

tion of hanging stockings on the
fireplace and receiving presents is
another tradition associated with St.
Nicholas. He first became popular when
he put money into the stockings of three
girls who needed money for their dowries
and had left their stockings on the fireplace
mantle to dry. Furthermore, because the
Celtics revered all green plants, they decorated their homes with mistletoe and holly.
Today, Christmas trees are adorned with
lights and ornaments and serve as a place to
store gifts. Additionally, Christmas caroling
was first associated with the religious observance of the birth of Christ. Today, spirited carolers can be found at public places
singing Christmas songs for the pleasure of
passer-bys. Despite the numerous traditions
with which it is linked, Christmas still remains a time for people all over the world to
celebrate their faith with their loved ones.
Kwanzaa, Hanukkah, and Christmas,
though they originated from different
cultures, all celebrate the traditions
and events of the past and carry these old traditions into
the present with family and friends.

bra
tion

the
Holy
Te m p l e
in Jerusalem
by the Jews in
165 B.C. A candle
is lit on the menorah
for each night of Hanukkah to remember how
the oil that was only enough
to stay lit for one night actually shined brightly for eight
instead. The first candle lit is
called the Shamash, which is
then used to light one candle on
each night. A traditional Hanukkah food is latkes, which
are potato pancakes served
hot with either apple sauce
or sour cream. A major
component of the holiday is the entertainment. Children often play games
with a

spinning
top
called a dreidel. On each of the dreidel’s
sides is one of four Hebrew letters, “nun”,
“gimel”, “heh” and “peh.” These letters
serve as the first letter for the words “nes
gadol haya po” or, in English, “a great miracle
happened here”. Hanukkah serves as a time
of remembrance and celebration of miracles
of the past with one’s family and friends.
Christmas commemorated each year on
December 25th, is intended to celebrate
the birth of Jesus Christ to the Virgin Mary
in Bethlehem. In the US, Christmas, or
“Christ’s Mass,” is the only religious holiday that is also a federal holiday. Several
traditions, from origins all over the world,
are observed within homes each year on
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day itself.
Christmas is a time of gift-giving, a tradition that began at the time of Christ’s birth
when the wise men, the Magi, brought gifts
for the baby Jesus. Furthermore, no Christmas is complete without Santa Claus who,
in Norse tradition, was reputed for his
generosity in giving gifts to the poor during Christmas time. His name, St. Nicholas,
was spoken as “Sinterklaas” by the Dutch,
a variant which eventually transformed into
Santa Claus. Additionally, the tradi-

language
spoken
throughout the African
continent. Kwanzaa is based
on the Nguzo Saba, or seven
guiding principles: Umoja (unity),
Kujichagulia
(self-determination),
Ujima (collective work and responsibility), Ujamaa (cooperative economics),
Nia (purpose), Kuumba (creativity),
and Imani (faith). Each principle is the
focus of a day during the celebration.
The final day, January 1st, is a day of rejuvenation and reflection, which many
Americans celebrate as the New Year.
Another significant holiday is
Hanukkah, which means “dedication” in Hebrew. It is observed
for eight days and nights
to commemorate the
retrieval of

ele

The holidays are truly the
most wonderful time of the year
when people the world over continue
their traditions with family and friends.
Here, in the Unites States, three major
holidays have a special place in our hearts:
Kwanzaa, a unique African American celebration, Hanukkah, a time
for Jewish merriment, and Christmas, an ancient Christian festival.
Kwanzaa is a time when African Americans reaffirm their respect for their ancestors during a six day long commemoration.
Observed from December 26th to January
1st, Kwanzaa was first celebrated centuries
ago by ancient African peoples to celebrate
the first harvest. The word Kwanzaa itself means “first fruits of the harvest” in Swahili, a common
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4. Lotion
Lotion has become an
item that defines each girl.
Found in stores like The Body
Shop, the scents of lotions are
heavenly. A great new lotion
to try comes from Bath and
Body Works’ newest line,
Fresh Memoirs of a
Geisha.

7. Teddy Bear
A great way to show your
feelings for a friend is by
making him or her a Build-A-Bear.
You can personalize the bear, put a
name in it, and even give it a heart,
literally. Stuffed animals are perfect
for the season, and every time
the person will look at it, or
hug it, he or she will
think of you.
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The Review Page
Simply a Classic Beauty

The movie Pride and Prejudice is the latest
adaptation of Jane Austen’s classical novel.
The movie, although written to fit into a
two-hour time frame, captures Jane
Austen’s story plot accurately in more
modernized style. The dialogue within
the film lacks some of the charm and
wit used by Jane Austen in her 1813
novel, but it manages to capture the
story’s overall magnificence. It
still preserves Austen’s original
story about the trials and
tribulations of love.
Characters are por trayed
to their fullest. Jane Bennet
(Rosamund Pike) is a beautiful
and shy lady who is in love with
the red-haired and childlike Mr.
Bingely (Simon Woods). Mrs.
Bennet (Brenda Blethyn) is a
loud, babbling mother who
has made it her personal
goal in life to marry off all
of her daughters to good
h u s b a n d s. E l i z a b e t h
Bennet (Keira Knightley) is a witty,
charming, and headstrong girl. She
struggles on her quest to find love
and ends up in the arms of Mr.
Darcy (Matthew McFayden), a man
who is much higher up on the social
ladder. Matthew McFayden aptly portrays

the mysterious character of Mr. Darcy who
reveals his depth and love later in the film.
Lady Catherine (Judi Dench) and Mr. Bennet
(Donald Sutherland), are strong supporting
characters with personality and charm.
The movie intimately depicts the details
of England during the Victorian era. The
social status of people plays an important
part throughout the movie. It is exemplified
by the different clothing attire worn
by the various characters. Also,
the movie is realistically thorough,
as shown through the small details:
pigs running chaotically through the
Bennets’ home, the Bennets’ out-oftune piano, and exotic pet birds in Lady
Catherine’s home.
The music score of the movie
is well composed. It fits together
appropriately with the scenery of the
beautiful, expansive estates where
Mr. Darcy and Lady Catherine
reside. Mostly composed of
soft, haunting melodies and
harmonies, the music successfully
sets the appropriate atmosphere for the movie.
It feels almost as if viewers are transported
into 19th century England. Although most
of the people who have watched this movie
are of an older generation, anybody who
appreciates Jane Austen’s works will adore
the film.
Jen Choi

Few authors manage to attract the entire
nation’s attention with their debut book. Yet,
Khaled Hosseini managed to do so with his
novel The Kite Runner. This New York Times’s
best-seller not only develops a
heartbreaking story, but also
intelligently explores the
political aspects and details
of Afghanistan through the
eyes of a young boy. Amir
is the son of a wealthy
merchant in Kabul. Instead
of living an extravagant
lifestyle, he grows up
with his father’s servant’s
son, Hassan. The two
enjoy a relatively peaceful
childhood and participate
in the annual kite-flying
tour nament tog ether.
However, a sudden and
cruel event during the frigid winter of 1975
ends their age of innocence. They part ways
when a war throws the country into turmoil.
Even though Amir immigrates to the United
States and settles in California while Hassan
remains in Afghanistan, the bond between
the two friends endures. When Amir becomes
an adult with a comfortable, successful life,
he still cannot forget what happened in

Afghanistan and is eventually fated to return
to his homeland.
The novel focuses on the inner struggle
of Amir who is haunted by his guilt of
abandoning a friend in need. He eventually
matures and atones for his past
sins. This brilliantly-written book
is a tale of betrayal and loyalty, of
sacrifices and losses, and of failure
and redemption. Hosseini’s use of
language and effective development
of the characters appeal to the
readers’ emotions, enabling them
to empathize with the characters
in the book. The characters take
on a life of their own, with hopes,
vivid personalities, and realistic
problems. The prose is hauntingly
poignant at certain parts, as it is
difficult to not feel for the plight
of the main character. Descriptive imagery
suitably illustrates the settings of the story,
painting a clear picture for the reader. The
surprising plot twists will leave you breathless
and curious – just another of many reasons
to read this novel. The Kite Runner falls into
the category of “unforgettable books” that
people will remember for years to come.  
Melissa Gallo

A High-Flying Novel Worth Chasing
New York City is a place where hopes
and dreams come to life; however, it is also a
place where conflicts and issues are brought
to reality. The story of Rent is told through
the eyes of eight friends who struggle
through the battles against AIDS,
drug addictions, friendship, and most
importantly, to pay the rent ontime.
The cast of the movie Rent includes
members of the original 1996 Broadway.
Idina Menzel stars as the fun-loving
Maureen, Tay Diggs as the landlord Benny,
Anthony Rap as Mark Cohen the struggling
filmmaker, and Adam Pascal as Roger the
guitarist.
The year progresses as the characters cope
with unstable relationships and death. Despite
the diversity, the obstacles involving AIDS affect
all the characters: “Cynical Roger”, “Lively
Angel”, and “Troubled Mimi.” Nevertheless,
they have their share of good times like when
Angel, the drag queen, gives Roger and Mark
the much-needed rent money while singing the
catchy tune “Today for you.”
The plot, constantly switching from the

unexpected to heart warming moments to
simply amazed, keeps the audience’s attention.
The view of life in Rent is not like that of
fairytales. It portrays how people
overcome their problems in life
as they learn lessons of trust
and friendship through tragic
events. This upbeat musical
also shows what happens to this
group of friends even after they go their
separate ways. Roger finishes writing his song
and Mark completes his film that recalls his life
during the 525,600 minutes of the past year. His
film continuously features music while illustrating
the happy experiences that they had and the
obstacles they encountered and overcame .
Many groups of students from JP Stevens
went to watch Rent on its opening day. “I
couldn’t help but sing, moo, and yell ‘Viva La
Vie Boehm!’” says Roseanna Pagtakhan. The
movie Rent is guaranteed to leave you with tears,
laughs, and songs as you leave the movie
theater with a new perspective of the world.    
Han Jiang

Desperate for Housewives?
Back for its second season, this Desperate

Cassandra Zhu

Desperation comes in many forms in
a household setting: an affluent trophy
wife seeking love outside marriage, a timid
woman who is overwhelmed by instability,
a stressed mother unable to control her
four children, or perhaps an empty soul
whose life is so meticulously organized
that her appreciation of life becomes lost.
ABC’s dark comedy sensation, Desperate
Housewives, landed at number one on the
charts after its debut in September of 2004.
Indeed, this show is different from most
programs currently showing on television
stations, because it is a cross between
comedy and drama. However, this is why
this show attracts so many faithful viewers.
The season one premiere alone was able
to squeeze in arson, poisoning, adultery,
divorce, an “I know what you did” letter,
and a suicide that may have been a murder
- all on quiet Wisteria Lane. However,
the finale surprised us with a cliffhanger
of Paul Young’s, Mary Alice’s husband,
life was left dangerously on the line.

Housewives premiered on September 14,
2005. The four housewives continue
with their struggles from the past year
along with new problems. Gabrielle Solis
(Eva Longoria) labors to save her marriage  
and Susan Mayer (Teri Hatcher) continues
her unsteady romance with Mike Delfino
(James Denton). Meanwhile, Bree Van
de Kamp (Marcia Cross) mourns over
the death of her husband, and Lynette
Scavo (Felicity Huffman) tries to adapt
to an old lifestyle after resuming to work.
Also, mysteries emerge as the Applewhites
family, move on to Wisteria Lane.
Desperate Housewives brings glamour and
drama into its mundane local setting. They
may prefer stilettos to sneakers, but these
suburban divas struggle with everyday issues:
boredom, marital strife, and identity crises.
The success of the show is primarily due to
the sarcasm and black humor behind each
scenario that the characters have to endure.
Despite the implausibility of the situations,
viewers young and old cannot seem to
restrain themselves from tuning in.
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The Fun Page
Eric Finklestein
YKYG  Columnist
…you start to feel pressure to write a quality
‘You Know You Go to JPS When’ column…
…but you realize that people have thought it
was awful for years
…your school makes more money from
replacement ID fines than it makes from
passing the budget
…“Mix-it-up” refers to something other than
salad preparation
…people who you hardly know instant message
you: “Dude, I have a brilliant idea for
the ‘You Know You Go to JPS
When’ column”
…you wish you could
redeem this column
from the “senior
inside-joke
forum” to what
the actual name
suggests…
…but then
you get the job
and you realize
i t ’s e a s i e r t o
perpetuate the
system
…with that said, your
senior panorama picture
will last a lifetime! …
… but so will the eye damage you
got from staring into the sun for “five” minutes
that felt a lot more like forty
…you’ve never cheated…
…mostly because you fear you’d like it too
much and not want to stop
…the entrances to your school cafeteria read
“Caution: Enter if you dare…”
…of course, that was only for Halloween
…the parts of the school newspaper you read,
other than the ‘You Know You Go to JPS
When’ section, are the words you accidentally
read on the way there
…you instinctively stand up and proudly shout
“OH SIX!” whenever you hear someone say
“oh what?”...

…and you are not even a senior
…little guys never get into fights “because
momentum= MASS x velocity”
…you have actually heard the pick-up line
“Baby, I wish that you were sin2θ, and I were
cos2θ, because then together we would be 1,”
followed by a wink
…the school newspaper editors won’t let you
use this as a forum to make fun of friends…
...which stinks, because they totally deserve it
…the administration fails to understand
that “school-pizza darts” is a time honored
tradition, not vandalism
…the flashing banner in the
cafeteria keeps you up to
date on last months
events
...the consensus on
the homecoming
dance was
unanimous: “I
didn’t like it, but
I think everyone
else did”
…the senior lot
tur ns into the
Jersey shore on
rainy days…
…and the office calls
you down to move
your car before it gets
TOWED
…you get up anyway when another
section is dismissed for lunch
…your favorite ‘You Know You Go to JPS
When’ lines are the ones that make you say
“true…true”
…you might not have learned much about
programming in your computer science class,
but you did learn how to download and play
video games like a pro
…your computer beats you at chess, but it
never had a “punter’s chance” at kick-boxing
…your study hall teacher scolds someone in
your study hall for smiling...
...and means it
…more people on the winter track team wear
the tennis team’s sweatshirts than track’s

A Cynic’s Christmas
’Tis the season to be jolly, or so they say.
Yes, boys and girls it’s that time of year – the
holidays are upon us! We are once again beset
by Christmas carols, gluttony, outrageously
expensive gifts, and eccentric, unknown
relatives. They all contribute to the magic of
the holiday season. Don’t get me wrong; I love
the holidays. Even a bitter cold-hearted ultrafeminist like me melts just a little when Judy
Garland sings “Have Yourself a Merry Little
Christmas”—but only Judy Garland and no
one else. Call me traditional, but I do not like
people scatting all over and demonstrating
their vocal range in my holiday songs. So
Mariah, honey, please keep that dazzling eight
octave range in check.
The holidays kick off in the first week
of November right after Halloween, if not
earlier. The stores bypass Thanksgiving and
go straight to Christmas. They open their
doors to the mothers pushing around crying
two year olds, and yet I still wonder why
they  look so sour in this “season of joy..”
Apparently, no one bothers to buy turkey and
pilgrim-shaped accessories, although I fail to
see why not. My mother annually pulls out
the advent calendar and places each figure
from the Nativity scene in the calendar until
the baby Jesus figurine is surrounded by Mary
and Joseph in the manger.
The holidays can get a little boring: the
endless traveling, frantic shuffling from one
relative’s house to another, and the neverending drone of perpetually cheery Christmas
carols. Would it kill the radio stations to throw
on a song about Hanukkah once in a while?
And would everyone please stop remaking
old holiday songs and write some new ones.
A person can only listen to “Jingle Bell Rock”
so many times before he or she starts to crave
some reindeer meat for dinner.
To save you from holiday boredom I am
going to share with you some time-honored

ways to alleviate the ennui of the season of
giving.
1. Make up an alternative ending to “It’s a
Wonderful Life” that is not so wonderful.
My personal favorite is the “Jimmy-StuartStarting-Anew-As-A-Bandit” version.
2. Try to get one of your little cousins to roast
marshmallows on the Yule Log. Who came up
with the Yule Log anyways? Hey, let’s waste
everyone’s time by showing a burning piece of
wood on TV for three hours. Genius!
3. Read Holidays on Ice by David Sedaris.
4. Burn a CD and label it Christmas Carols, but
layer it with heavy metal and doom inspiring
classical songs such as “Oh Fortuna”,
“Flight of the Valkyries”, and “William
Tell’s Overture”. Okay, it’s not exactly doom
inspiring, but you just have to appreciate the
operatic use of the cannon.
5. Tell all of your ultra conservative relatives
that their beloved Christmas tree is actually a
Pagan symbol and that by having it they are
actually worshipping pagan gods.
6. Create your own religion. Note: Scientology
is already taken.
This is a break from my usual persona, but
since it is Christmas I’m going to let you in on
a little secret. The holidays are about spending
time with people who you love and don’t get
to see nearly as often as you would like. So
when everyone else is tearing their gifts open,
pause and take in the smiles that touch not
only their lips, but their eyes as well. Forget
everything that angers you for just a moment
and realize that the kindness you see within
people at this time of year is always present
and genuine. Have a snowball fight and enjoy
the time you have with those around you.
Happy Holidays!
Katherine Jamison
Features Columnist

Unimpressive Use
of Mathematics

James Lee

The Great School Adventures of Phil and Henry
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“MJ” brings South Africa to JP Stevens
Megha Holani

In an assembly on November
16, students and teachers had the
privilege to have Ema Jae, MJ for
a short, visit JP Stevens and share
South African culture with them. Jae
is a guitarist, multi-instrumentalist,
composer, producer, and audio
engineer with formal training in
anthropology.  He has spent most of
his career exploring and immersing
himself in the musical traditions of
South Africa.   Well-versed in the
myriad cultures and languages of
South Africa, he travels to Africa,
Europe, and America, sharing his
knowledge with others.   Student
Council President Jasdeep Singh
first met Ema Jae during a national
leadership conference this past
summer, where MJ was giving a
program.  After hearing what MJ
had to say, Singh thought it would
be a great idea for him to perform
at JP Stevens.
The program Ema Jae performed
in mid-November is entitled
“Halala ¡Afrika!”   (Yay Africa!).  
Students and teachers became a
South African community during
this performance and actively
participated in singing in Zulu,
playing instruments, and discussing
cultures in Africa, America, and
the world at large.   The purpose
of this assembly was not only to
learn and enjoy the South African
culture presented, but also to
address the universal threads that
bind all humans together regardless
of cultural differences.   With JP
Stevens being an amalgamation of
diverse cultures, it is important that
students realize they have things in
common with one another.  This
hopefully made people realize
they should be tolerant of others
and interact with one another.  
Emphasis was placed on respect,
responsibility, sharing, family,
and community as students left
with a clearer sense of cultural
self-awareness and cross-cultural
understanding.
Audience involvement was
crucial for this assembly and
students did not disappoint.  
“Yehbo!” and “Dhooma!” could
be heard reverberating outside the
auditorium during the sing- along
portions, hands were raised high
when Jae was asking questions, and
volunteers were numerous when
it came to playing instruments.
At other points, it sounded like
thunder was rolling through, as the
“dhooma!” shook the auditorium
walls.   As senior Neha Shende
put it, “I never expected so much

participation from the crowd,
especially since it was still pretty
early in the morning.”
For the most part, students were
thrilled with the assembly, but there
were a few concerns that some had.  
One was the intellectual level of the
assembly.  Many students felt that
they did not leave the auditorium
with a solid grasp of what Ema Jae
was trying to convey.  Discussions
were short and much of the fortyfive minute periods were allotted

to the music Jae wanted to present.  
This problem had to do with time
being a factor.   The program is
supposed to be presented in over
an hour, but Jae was restricted to
45 minutes for each grade level.  
Another complaint questioned why
the school chose this particular
program over a program that
dealt with drug and alcohol use,
especially with teen issues.   One
teacher at the assembly who asked
not to be identified, commented, “I

enjoyed the music, but
I wish the money spent
on this program was
used for an assembly
dealing with issues more
relevant.  The tolerance
level at JPS is high and
does not need to be
made a top priority at
the moment.”
Nonetheless, “Halala ¡Afrika!”
was an unexpected delight and  
success.   Students learned about

South African culture, saw a mbira—
a thumb piano—and participated in
a special experience.

JP Stevens Key Club sets its way to service
Swati Agarwal

While most people were sleeping late and enjoying the three-day
weekend (thanks to the snow), JP
Stevens Key Clubbers were giving
students a chance to play volleyball. The event began at 9 am for
Key Club members who came in
to step up. By 10 am, everything
was ready.
Teams of Key Club members
slowly started to pour in, including
JP Stevens students, and students
from other schools. After registration was over, a game bracket was
quickly generated and practice concluded. Twelve normal level teams
and four accelerated teams participated in this tournament. Despite
the different ability levels, games
were fierce between each team,
each wanting to win and come one
step closer to first place. As senior
Jennifer Chang, this year’s treasurer,
stated, “The teams were pretty well
set up, the advanced teams were
able to play extremely competitively
while the normal teams had lots of
fun yet were still competitive.”
Around 12 pm lunch arrived and
the teams took a short respite to
satiate their hunger. $6 per person
covered lunch, which consisted of
a pizza pie per team and a drink for
each person. Lunch not only gave
players a time to feed their famished
stomachs but also gave them some
time to relax their aching arms.
However players were so eager to
start a new game that they quickly
returned to the court.
Throughout the event, players were able to buy snacks such
as donuts and chips. The drinks
featured lemonade, the premise of
this tournament’s existence. To raise
money for this year’s district project,
Alex’s Lemonade Stand, a charity
funding money for pediatric cancer
research, raised money through the
admission price, drinks and snacks
sold, and generous donations.
After playing for about three
hours, a winning team emerged in
each level. Seniors Ryan Schiable,
Semia Radwan, Chris Edra, YJ

Tung, Kartheek Hedge,
and sophomore Keven
Medvecky made up The
Kablamo, the winning
team in the accelerated
level. The winning team for
the normal level was The
Knowledge Masters, made
up by junior’s Tian Lvo,
Travis Rotondo, Eshan
Bajpay, and sophomore
Nikhil Narvaneni. Each
member of the winning
team received a complimentary dessert at Applebee’s and a $10 gift card
from Blockbuster.
Senior Misha Patel, a
board member, is only one
of many who are extremely Fellow Key Clubbers mingle at the annual volleyball tournacontent with the outcome ment while contributing their time and energy to a great cause.
of the volleyball tournaagainst people who were in our concluded, “It was great to see so
ment. She concluded, “It
was a great tournament! Everyone level. This was a great way to help many students  come and help raise
had tons of fun! We were able to raise money for pediatric cancer funds for Alex’s Lemonade Stand.
play with our friends as well as research.” President Arjun Misra Board members worked  hard.”

Mardi Gras Homecoming Dance scene
brings funds to New Orleans
circular tables, and drinks and snacks
were available at the back of the
room. Elaborate handmade Mardi
Gras masks bedecked the front of
the cafeteria. Strobe lights gave the
dance a very fast-paced feel, and the
DJ played popular songs that were
well-received by all who attended.
Cameras flashed away in the back
of the cafeteria as students stood
under the white Homecoming arch.
Everyone seemed to be having
a great time the whole three hours.
At around the middle of the

Arranged into couples, these ten
seniors strolled gracefully down the
aisle made between two crowds of
When beautifully decorated
curious onlookers. As the last song,
posters adorned with Mardi Gras
ladies’ choice, came to an end, the
beads and masks promoted the
faces of exultant dancers exited the
Homecoming Dance would take
doors of JP Stevens, contented to
place on October 20, there was
have spent such a fantastic night out
an enthusiastic response from the
at the Homecoming Dance.
student body. However, since the
The next day, October 21, was the
dance would be held on a Thursday,
day of the Homecoming Football
students and teachers predicted that
Game. Attendance at the game was
the turnout would be lower than
also fairly high, and the support
that of previous years.
was enormous. The Hawks football
In spite
team played
of doubts,
a great game.
the number
In the end,
of those in
t h e i r wo r k
attendance
paid off, and
skyrocketed
the Hawks
in comparison
skillfully
to that of last
defeated East
year. Perhaps
Brunswick.
charity was
During
an incentive;
halftime,
money made
immediately
from ticket
after a dazzling
sales would be
performance
donated to help Students are all smiles as they dance and socialize at the Home- by the school
t h e v i c t i m s coming Dance to support the victims of Hurricane Katrina. m a r c h i n g
of Hurricane
band and the
Katrina. In
Color Guard, the Homecoming
fact, the theme of the Homecoming dance, Mr. Jonathan Miller, the Court was introduced to the
D a n c e wa s M a r d i G r a s, i n Student Council advisor, introduced crowds and the much anticipated
remembrance of New Orleans.
the Homecoming Court. Seniors Homecoming King and Queen were
The large turnout must be Kristin Loux, Brittany Orlando, finally crowned – congratulations to
accredited to the Student Council Roma Patel, Ranu Rajkarnikar, Brian Shea and Brittany Orlando!
Board members, who deserves a and Annie Wei were the five girls
This year certainly proved to be a
round of applause for transforming nominated for Homecoming great one for these two Homecoming
the mundane and grimy cafeteria Queen. Seniors Mason Bai, Mike events. The dance surpassed all
into a marvelously decorated party Chupka, Stuart Grady, Billy Plastine, expectations and proved to be
room fit for kings and queens. and Brian Shea were the men vying an enormous success overall as
Balloons ornamented the ordinary for the title of Homecoming King. everyone enjoyed themselves.
Jessica Ching
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Jacksboro shooting leaves one JON CORZINE, conman dead, one country wounded tinued from page 7
statements from him, and are
Anuradha Korada
considering various motives the
Tuesday, November 8, began
boy may have had. While the
like any other ordinary day in
District Attorney said that he felt
the quiet town of Jacksboro,
Tennessee. Few people
would have imagined the
tragic chain of events
that would soon engulf
the small community of
2,000 or the horror to be
experienced by students
and administrators alike
in Campbell County
Comprehensive High
School. Yet, by day’s
end, one administrator
would lie dead, while two
others would remain in Family members wait anxiously outside
critical condition. Indeed, the school after it was locked down.
national attention would
soon be brought to an incident
that Bartley should to be tried
eerily reminiscent of the shootings
and punished as an adult. The
at Columbine and Red Lake, where
judge will ultimately make that
similar tragic disasters took place.
decision. In the meantime, police
That morning, 15-year-old Ken
are questioning several hundred
Bartley was seen carrying a .22
student witnesses. The community
semiautomatic handgun by his fellow
is pulling together to help people
peers. When school authorities were
notified, Bartley was called down to
the main office to be questioned.
He opened fire shortly after 2 pm, showed the class officers fighting
shooting principal Gary Seale in the deadly presence of Senioritis.
the lower abdomen and assistant The show ended with a bang as
principals Jim Pierce and Ken Bruce all the seniors present at the show
in the chest. Seale and Pierce were danced on the stage and enjoyed
taken to the University of Tennessee perhaps the last Gong Show of
Medical Center for treatment. Bruce their lives.
The acts passed, the night drew
was taken St. Mary’s Medical Center
to
a close, and the judges were
in LaFollette to be treated, as was
forced
to select a victor between
Bartley, who was injured when
two
exceptional
acts by Chris
the gun discharged in his hand.
Edra
and
Josh
Offsie.
In the end,
In response to the frantic rush
Offsie
pulled
away
with
the victory
of questions by reporters and the
followed
by
Chris
Edra.
community, spokeswoman of the
As a whole, this year’s Gong
hospital Lisa McNeal said only that
Show
was well-received. Junior
the families requested “privacy as
Sanjeev
Saini said, “I think this
they concentrate on the recovery
was
one
of
the best Gong Shows I
of their loved ones.”
have
been
to.
It was definitely worth
Fortunately, through the heroic
coming
to
and
I really enjoyed all
acts of the three administrators
the
performances
this year.”
who managed to wrest the weapon
from Bartley, none of the 1,400
students that attend the school were
harmed and any further damage was before it causes any fur ther
prevented. Upon hearing about the damages. However since the
attack, teachers locked their doors software is still spyware, the files
with the students inside. Authorities can not be uninstalled without
immediately arrived to secure the going through a laborious process;
school, which was locked down Sony BMG’s patch and the removal
after the incident and remained software still leave PCs vulnerable,
closed for the rest of the week according to software engineers.
and then reopened the following Recently, Sony BMG referred to
Monday, although students were the anti-virus team at Microsoft
allowed to return again on Thursday Corporations for more assistance,
to gather all of their belongings.
since the installation software on
Bartley was taken to a juvenile XCP CDs only affects PCs with
facility and is currently held there a Microsoft Windows Operation
without bond. Police have taken System. Working in correlation with

deal with the unpleasant episode,
and churches and the school system
are offering their time to those
seeking assistance in the road to
recovery, which will be difficult.
When asked for her own feelings
about the Tennessee school
shooting, junior Han Jiang said,
“Schools are supposed to be safe
learning environments, and when
incidents such as these occur, they
disrupt that environment.” Junior
Melissai Jayaganesh said, “Those
students must feel terrible. I don’t
think they will ever think about
school the same way again.”
The events at Jacksboro affected
not only the lives of those directly
involved, but also those of
Americans across the country.
They have reminded Americans
of the issue of school violence
and have raised questions about
safety in schools. Hopefully, similar
future incidents will be avoided, but
unfortunately, the lessons learned
through the events at Jacksboro
have come at the cost of a life.

However, despite the negative shoulders, he also, effective at his
aspects of the race, both candidates inauguration, will become the only
fought under virtuous assurances governor in the United States that
and upright ideals. Corzine, wielding possesses a beard. Appearance
promises for more affordable health aside, citizens within the state are
care, a higher level of honesty already anticipating the positive
with the government, a cleaner, changes he advocated during his
safer state, and
campaign. Junior
greater investments
Austin Mattus
Corzine rallied
in education and
said, “I am
much support
workforce related
looking forward
areas, took to local under the banner, to the changes
n e i g h b o r h o o d s , “A New Direction Jon Corzine will
giving speeches and
for New Jersey.” bring to New
addressing issues.
Jersey. I tr ust
Under the banner
that he will bring
of “A New Direction for New reform to the state’s deplorable state
Jersey,” the Senator rallied massive of corrupt politics.”
support. Forrester too promoted his
Some of the policies Corzine
policies to citizens; yet, a declining plans to implement in the future
image of President Bush was are the Edison Innovation Fund,
constantly attributed to him, a Serve New Jersey program, and
factor he later said cost him the the “Healthy NJ” plan. Of course,
election.
these blueprints are only parts of
Jon Corzine is indeed making Corzine’s ultimate “New Direction”
history, and he is doing so in more for New Jersey’s citizens. In the end,
ways than one. Not only does he how Govenor Corzine will shape
have a sizable burden upon his this state falls into his hands.

After three nights of grueling
r e h e a r s a l s, S p e c i a l E v e n t s
committee pulled it off once again.
The decorations and preparations
were complimented by many
of the attendees. The acts were
entertaining   for the audience.
The hosts, Little and Mullings,
tied the show together through
smooth transitions and humorous
comments, despite having almost
no script. The Student Council also
tried out the glow sticks this year to
replace the original applause/boo
determination for the Gong Show.
There had been a rumor going
around throught JP Stevens that
this year would be the last Gong
Show. Apparently, if the show had
been unsuccessful, it truly would
have been the last, but the audience

managed
to cheer
and wave
their glow
s t i ck s w i t h
ever ything
they had
to keep the
show onstage
for years to
come.
As the
curtain closed, The Class of 2009 officers perform their dance
the audience moves despite having a tough act to follow.
left slowly,
still reminiscing about the show one of the most popular Student
and laughing at the comical acts Council-organized  shows, and it is
by their fellow classmates. The hard not to see why. The night was
Gong Show did not fail in its job filled with performing stars who
to entertain everyone who came received recognition for both talent
to watch. This event has long been and courage.

Sony BMG, Microsoft developed a
detection and removal mechanism
which removes Sony’s XCP copyprotection software from a personal
computer. The patch can be found
at http://cp.sonybmg.com/xcp.
With its continuous efforts to
ameliorate the chaotic situation it
has caused, Sony BMG is trying to
regain the trust of its consumers.
JP Stevens students have mixed
feelings over this issue. Senior
Patrick Liang said, “I think Sony’s
release of these spyware-infested
CDs is a blatant violation of the

natural right of music fanatics to
privacy.” Sophomore Jason Fang
disagreed. “The pirating of music
has spread dangerously and are now
jeopardizing the well-being of music
artists. Sony’s actions, while harsh
and undesirable, are nonetheless a
necessary and needed precaution.”
Still, due to the overwhelming
criticism of the CDs, Sony BMG
has backed down.
In an attempt to appease its
consumers and avoid lawsuits to
its company, Sony BMG has made
numerous efforts. It has tried

trivialities of everyday life.”
Dinner was ser ved shortly
afterwards, as the attendees probably
had their bellies dancing with hunger
from all the rigorous gyrating and
stomping. The cultural aspect of
the event was not limited to the
dancing. Those who feasted enjoyed
the ethnic food of India as well.
Scrumptious and aromatic Indian
food was served to all who attended.
Mouthwatering curries with a touch
of spices, warm and fresh Indian
bread known as naan, a fresh garden
salad, tasty white rice and a savory
chicken curry invigorated the taste

After a multitude of tries, the
lines were successful and were kept
up for quite some time. Dandiya was
followed by bhangra, another type
of dance popular in India. Bhangra
is set to a fast-paced music with a
beat that automatically moves your
feet and hands. There is room for
freestyle, however, and people are
allowed to make up moves as the
song progresses. As JP Stevens is
filled with creative and innovative
teenagers, the festive participants
danced away to the universal rhythm
of their generation.
For the hundreds of people who

attended, JP Stevens
Navratri was an
unforgettable
opportunity to
delight in rich Indian
culture through
the freedom of
dance and musical
expression.
Those who
attended Navatri Seniors Trusha Patel and Prital Patel are
left with a taste of dressed in traditional Indian garb at JP
Indian culture in Stevens Navratri celebration.
their mouthes and
the spirit of Indian dancing in their experience was eye-opening and
soul. Everyone agreed that the enjoyable because of the culture.

GONG SHOW, continued from front page

SONY, continued from page 8

NAVRATRI, continued from page 7
buds. For dessert, there were small
dumplings known as gulab jamun
dipped in a nectar-like sauce.
After dinner, the students
returned to the gym to continue
the celebration with a dance known
as dandiya. Dandiya is played with
long, wooden sticks adorned with
intricate designs and patterns.
Long, parallel lines are formed with
people facing each other and hitting
the sticks against their partners at
rhythmic intervals. It takes practice
to get used to changing partners
while keeping up with the beat of
the rhythm.

to publicize its concern for the
mistake it has made, and is trying
to remind the public that it has
positioned itself as a defender or
artists’ rights. It re-emphasized
that copy-protection software is
“an important tool to protect our
intellectual property rights and
those of our artists.”
As of now, Sony BMG is working
on a new technology, which will
better protect music CDs, and by
the year 2006, Sony BMG says
that it plans to have all major new
releases copy- protected.
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Tennis chicks crowned champions

               Sabira Lakhani
The JP Stevens Girls Tennis wrapped
up their 2005 season with success, racking
up innumerable wins and only a minimal
amount of losses. The invincible Varsity girls
had a phenomenal record of 16 wins and 3
losses throughout the season. The two teams
that they were barely defeated by were East
Brunswick High School and Westfield High
School, arch rivals of   JP Stevens.
This season, in addition to the regular wins,
JP Stevens was victorious for the second
time in a row, winning the GMCs (Greater
Middlesex Conference). After sweeping all
five semifinals with straight sets, the Hawks
and the favorites of the tournament, the
EB Bears, squared off. The result of the
final matches included senior Captain Lucy
Zhang’s first singles championship for the
third consecutive year and sophomore Luba
Smolensky’s second singles championship,
which was an immensely crucial point for the
team during the tournament. Junior Nancy
Chen also took third singles championship
during a neck-to-neck match in which it was
necessary for her to keep her composure, and
she succeeded as her teammates encouragingly
cheered her on. All three players were named
All-Red Division and All-Conference.
Senior Captain JoMing Chiang emphasized
the importance of team spirit and support in
order to create success: “When I look back
on the four years as a team player, I definitely
understand and appreciate the significance
of the constant support the team provided,
whether they were on the court or not.
Turning around during a match and seeing our
teammates watching the court with intensity
and hope, that was what drove and still drives

most of us to achieve our goal to win. This
year, another one of my goals, as captain,
was to honestly create more of a family and
remedy the segregation within the JV and
Varsity teams that existed last year.”
One of the most important factors in the
unity between all of the players came from the
consistent leadership from the seniors, who
unfortunately will be leaving the team this
year. The seniors took it upon themselves to
include the underclassmen both on and off
the courts, and this leadership was definitely
inspiring. “I know I can speak for the team
when I say that we will undeniably miss all of
the seniors. They were always there for us and
were really helpful and supportive when we
needed it the most and that kept us going and
winning,” said sophomore Luba Smolensky.  
Typically during a match the common
sentiment is each man for his own; however,
when you are part of a team, all of that
changes because you are not only winning
for yourself, but you strive to gain a point
for your team. The graduating seniors, Lucy
Zhang, JoMing Chiang, Sayuri Khandavilli,
Jennifer Chang, and Stephanie Ng instilled
this doctrine in the incoming freshman.
This principle was displayed on the court
exceptionally this season when Zhang was
named Player of the Year in both The Star
Ledger and The Home News Tribune and JP
Stevens conquered most of the rival schools
until the state sectionals. Westfield was able
to overwhelm the lady Hawks into a close
2-3 loss during the sectionals. Though the
Hawks fell short by a little, this match was
surely the one most challenging, competitive,
and exciting event of this girls tennis season.
The team had intended to capture the state
glory to sweeten the cup of victory this year.

However the minimal number of losses that
occurred during the season proved that no
one is perfect. But, the girls’ tennis team sure
came close. Varsity Coach, Mrs. Ellen Pisano
did not seem too perturbed by the loss at
sectionals. Even though it was a goal they
wished to achieve, Coach Pisano said there
is more to tennis than just winning: “The
comradery between all of the players and the
bonding that occurred within the team is what
makes a team triumphant. We were successful
in the first, therefore generally successful in
the second as well.”
Since the  season has come to a close, Coach
Pisano and the stars of next year are already
looking ahead to the 2006 season. Smolensky,
the favorite for Varsity’s number one player
next year said she will be working hard all year
to work toward achieving that position. She
lucidly explained, “There is always room from
improvement and I am definitely hoping to
pull off counties and a few other awards next
year. For that, thorough preparation is both
necessary. and imperative.”
Even though the majority of the Varsity
team is  leaving, Coach Pisano is looking to
the underclassmen to step up into the roles of
the seniors next year. She said, “I am hoping
that the tradition of excellent leadership
continues.” Not only will leadership be
important next year, but also the tradition of
great performance is expected of the girls
and will undoubtedly continue to unravel and
surmount any rivals looking to challenge JP
Stevens girls’ tennis.
Without a doubt, the future is certainly  
in capable, racket-swinging hands; the
underclassmen, championed by sophomore
Smolensky are charging forward to victory,
sparing no opponents.

record with a mind-blowing 26 blocks. She
also did other great things besides blocking,
such as leading the team in kills with 102 and
also leading the team with 93 digs. Another
essential player was junior Julie Green, who
won the Most Improved Player of the Year
Award. She really brought her “A” game with
her this season, playing in all of the Hawks’
games. Overall, Green finished second on the
team in kill percentage, carrying out 62.5% of
her kills, third in pass percentage, and third in
digs with 74. Green and Seamster were not
the only underclassmen to win awards, as Pam
Pantini won the Rookie of the Year Award.
Pantini, only a freshman, led the
team in regulation points
with 140, 45 more
points than the
runner-up. Also,
she finished tied
for third on the
team in serving
percentage
with 88%,
and tied for
fourth with
63 digs. Becca
Seaton, junior,
remarked, “I
think this
season
went really
well and I
am really
looking
forward to
next year
because we
have so many
p e o p l e
coming back.” The varsity players who
are returning for the Hawks next year
include juniors Rebecca Seaton, who led the
team in kill percentage, Stephanie Athas,
and Taryn Therguson; sophomores Amy
Ponticello and Leah Ferrante; and freshmen

Maggie Kowalska, Bella Milstein, and Chesca
Beltran.           
Overall, the 2005 Girls Volleyball Team
had  
a successful season. In the first couple of
weeks into the season, the team was looking
sharp. After their commanding wins, which
included Mother Seton, Bishop Ahr, and Long
Branch, the Hawks were .500 with a record
of 4-4. However, the next few games they fell
under .500 with a record of six wins and nine
losses, and four wins and five losses in their
conference, taking tough losses from North
Hunterdon, Eastside, and Peddie. This was
the time to step it up, and the girls knew what
they had to do. They responded by winning
seven of their last eight games of the season.
At the end of the regular season, the Hawks
had thirteen wins and ten losses, landing
them in a spot in the Greater Middlesex
County Tournament. In the first round the
team strolled by Old Bridge, winning 25 to
14 and 25 to 15. The second round proved
to be tough. The Hawks played a good East
Brunswick team-the Hawks had lost both
games that they played in the regular season.
The Hawks were unable to find a win in this
one, and their season came to a close, finishing
with fourteen wins and eleven losses.
Along with a highly-respected Varsity squad,
JP Stevens’ also possesses an outstanding JV
program. The players include sophomores
Cassie Doherty, Lauren Fellner, Sneha
Guntaka, Amy Kao, Adde Ogunfowora, Daria
Pazdzior, Bora Son, Annmaria Tiangco, Abbe
Weiser, and Cassie Zhu; and freshmen Sophia
Butterman, Sarah Iacone, Gina Parascando,
Keisha Punch, Lilian Tso, and Allison Wang.
This year’s team showed mental toughness,
and heart to get their way to a winning record.
The varsity lineup will bid farewell to seniors
co-captains Sherry Fang, Semia Radwan, and
Lindsay Williams. Although their presence on
and off the court will be missed, their spirit
and skill will be passed down.    
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Lady Hawks keep
on trying, spirits
never dying
Matt Miller
After a slow start in the regular season
the Lady Hawk Varsity Soccer players pulled
together to make it to the quarterfinals of
the playoffs. The team worked through a
demanding schedule and finished 3-11-2.
Led by senior Captain Shelby Cadmus and
junior Brittany Mullings, the girls built up
momentum towards the end of the season.
Senior Marie Conway played well showing her skills in the County game against
Sayerville. Senior Colleen Farrell also came
on strong towards the end of the tumultuous season.
The team was determined to be offensive
minded and worked hard to score goals.
Most of the games came down to the wire
and the girls strived to be competitive and
motivated. The team had a lot of support
from the school as numerous students and
parents came to cheer them on. The girls
shifted their defensive formation, which
clamped down on the opponent’s scoring. The defense came together holding
teams such as East Brunswick at one goal
after shutting them out in the first half.
The real accomplishment from this team
came in the playoffs; junior defenseman
Marissa Sutherland said, “Dealing with
the let downs and disappointments of the
regular season really helped us to prepare

Girls’ volleyball sets up a winning season
            Mike Simpson
The JP Stevens Girls Varsity Volleyball
team had a great deal of success this
2005 season. Coach Patty Savulich led the
varsity program to a fifth rank finish in the
Greater Middlesex County Conference,
accomplishing a winning record of fourteen
wins and eleven losses. Despite the fact
they had some inexperience with only three
seniors on the active roster, the team did
extremely well.  
The line-up included senior captains
Semia Radwan, Sherry Fang, and Lindsey
Williams. This season, Radwan made AllGMC Conference, as well as the Second
Team All-Area Home News Tribune.
Radwan also was the Hawks
Most Valuable Player and Player
of the Year. She certainly
was the offensive catalyst
this season, leading the
team with an astounding
277 assists. Accompanying
Radwan’s success was Sherry
Fang, who finished the season
second on the team in kills with 87%
of passes and 82% of digs with 82. She
is an overall great athlete who contributed
to all aspects of the game. The last but
certainly not least of the captains, was
Lindsey Williams. Williams was the winner
of the Hawks Sportsmanship Award as she
led by example by always playing with skill
and intensity, but always playing fairly. She
also finished third on the team in kills with
a 20.2% kill percentage and tied for third in
serving percentage, making 88% percent of
her serves.
Besides the senior captains, there were
many other players who contributed to the
team this past season. Junior Caitlyn Seamster
was this year’s “Will to Win” player. Seamster
had an unbelievable season, setting the school

Sophomore Vitale uses her
skills to maneuver the ball.
				
for the tournament. I think that’s why we
finished the season so strong.” The girls beat
Cardinal McCarrick in the first round, and
then beat the second-ranked Sayreville team
in the county game. The match came down
to a shoot-out and the girls combined their
efforts to pull off the upset.
This year also showed promising potential for later years. Sophomores Katie
Camp and Jess Hladky both were named
All-Division, and Hladky was named AllConference. Camp finished the season with
three goals and three assists. Hladky impressively led the team with five goals and also
added one assist. Both girls were very happy
to be recognized for their achievements at
the end of the season. Jess commented, “It
was pretty exciting since I didn’t think I was
going to make anything. Whenever you get
something unexpected it’s fun and exciting,
especially when it’s something good like this
was.I am truly humbled by the experienced.”
Coach Christine Nixon was also impressed by the strength exhibited during the
last few weeks of the season. That momentum coupled with the talented underclassmen should lead to competitive teams for
the next few years. Junior defenseman Sarah
Nadler added, “We have a good group of
girls returning for next year. I think that the
experiences we had this year should really
help us to improve for next year. I think we
have a real chance to be successful.” The
team should be very experienced next year
and should have the confidence to move far
into the GMC’s.
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Cross Country conquers and triumphs
        Scott Brody

became clear when we saw that our number
seven to ten runners had faster times than
The JP Stevens’ boys and girls Cross last years number two runner had. I think
Country (XC) teams entered the 2005 season our team really started to come together this
with fresh talent, seasoned veterans, and great year.” It certainly has with a slew of varsity
coaching. Through their constant, unyielding runners, including juniors Robert Gulya,
endeavors the boys and girls teams found that Brent Scott, Ron Lai, Jigar Patel, Dan Chang,
they had something more.
Chris Salvarani, as well as senior Santangelo,
Numbers fail to do justice to the talent assisting their number one runner, Safran in
of the boys’ team. The boys finished with helping to make the JP Stevens’ cross country
a mediocre 4-5 record, which fails to truly team a formidable foe.  
capture the essence of the season. Although
The girls’ cross country team had similar
the boys did suffer some disappointing story of success punctuated by a sublime 7defeats, their record is a solid turn-around 1 record. Captain Liz Chou spearheaded the
from the disappointing season they had last girls’ 2005 campaign, which was furthered by a
year, going winless in seven meets. Led by co- highly talented crop of runners. These runners
captains seniors Josh Safran
include freshmen
and Jimmy Santangelo, the
Maggie Fry, Evy
boys’ team also finished eighth
Shen, Nirali Shah,
in the Greater Middlesex
Jenna Cuzzo;
County (GMC’s) Conferences
juniors Christine
and seventh place in the State
Salvarani, Carmen
Sectionals.  
Yau, Cathy Su,
“We beat some solid
Ashley O’Brien,
teams,” said junior Jigar Patel,
Tonia Yu; and the
whose outstanding efforts
only senior in the
and dedication earned him
top ten runners,
the Iron Hawk award; he later
Liz Chou.   With
added, “I thought the season
this talented array
was successful overall, even
of r unners, the
though we didn’t do as well
team produced
as we thought we should have
spectacular
at counties and sectionals.”
results, finishing
Speaking modestly, Patel
in 5th place in the
played down the undeniable
GMC’s. In addition
success the team achieved at
to this, they came
the counties and GMCs, even Junior Jigar Patel dashes to the in third place in
if their success felt short their finish line in the rigorous 5k race. the sectionals and
own expectations. What is as equally startling qualified for the group IV State Finals, where
as the improvement made by the team is the they put on a powerful performance that
fresh crop of talent within the freshmen class. showcased the talent of the team. Junior
Coach David Martinez lauded the efforts of Carmen Yau expressed her pride on this
the freshmen class, and most notably the monumental milestone achievement stating,
incredible performance of Kyle Wysoczynski, “It’s not every year that our team finishes
who finished 2 nd place in the counties third in the Sectionals. I’m proud of my
freshmen race. Indeed, the future is bright. teammates for only having one defeat and
Junior Dan Chang put the situation into reaching the State Group Finals for the first
perspective, commenting, “Our improvement

time in twenty years.” Her teammate, junior
Cathy Su, echoed similar sentiments, “We
came into the season anticipating it to be a
good one, but I think it turned out to be even
better than we expected!”  
A highlight for the both the girls and boys
teams came during The McDonald’s Cross
Country Festival in Virginia where Captain
Safran placed 12th in a varsity level field of
208 runners. Yet, in the greater scheme of
things the performance of the team was not
nearly as important as some of the other
goals for the team on that trip. For example,
the trip helped to build a strong sense of
camaraderie; the team has long boasted of
a strong unity. Chris Salvarani, an integral
member of the team, claims the unity of the
team is its strongest point. “We’re more than
just team members […] we’re great friends on
and off the track, and it all stems from that
mutual respect we’ve been able to build for
one another,” he said.  
The unity of the team seems to be the
foundation for a team which looks set to reach
new heights in the forthcoming year. “We have
one of the top freshmen classes in the county
on both the girls and boys side,” declared Josh
Safran. The Boys’ Varsity Captain continued,
“Maggie Frye finished 8th place in the Girls’
Varsity race and Kyle Wysoczynski finished
second in the freshmen race. We also have
a large junior class of runners who we’ll be
looking at to step up next year. We hope
the guys can finish top five in the county
next year and the girls are poised to win the
county.”  Head Coach David Allen expressed
his optimism, “We had an excellent group of
freshmen this year and hopefully they will aid
the team in ensuing seasons.”
Ultimately, the JP Stevens XC teams will
leave this season with a renewed vigor,
boasted confidence, and a sense of unity
that is quite frankly, unparalleled. As the team
continues to stride forward it is leaving behind
one footstep, one path, and one trail of
smoke, as the team continues to win together,
fall together, and above all, stick together.

Boys’ soccer scoops up success
Sarah Nadler
You see them walking in the hallway and
immediately know they are soccer players by
the bleached blond hair and dress shirts. They
move as a unit on and off the field. If you
are friends with any of these guys, you also
understand that the team is a brotherhood.
Each day they train harder and harder towards
success knowing that their teammates have
their backs no matter what. That is what boys’
soccer is about, and it has brought them great
success this season.
For a team with little varsity experience, the
players knew what they had to do in order to
win. Training hard was only the beginning, for
each individual gave one hundred ten percent
every day. From day one, the JP Stevens soccer
team knew that that they would have to fight
for each game, and accepted that challenge
with determination.  It was this attitude that
would help them achieve both their personal
and team goals in the 2005 season.
A major component for the team was the
seniors. They were the backbone of   soccer
both on and off the field. The three senior
captains, Abed Elsamna, Carlo Salvarani, and
Stuart Grady, displayed outstanding leadership.
Each also played a key role in uniting the team.
As captain  Elsamba said, “In the beginning
it was about bringing the team together
because we all came from different groups.
Once that was accomplished, it immediately
clicked on the field, and we started playing
to our potential.” Additionally, senior Sean
Stivers dominated with boundless speed,
and senior Garret Chavez showed his power
as an essential midfielder. Senior Anthony
Lambiase’s goalie skills improved greatly

throughout the season as well.
When the first two games of the season
came about, the team showed its strength by
winning both. It was not easy, for the first
game was at night under the lights, followed
by another game against Spotswood the next
morning. These wins showed the rest of the
teams in the division that JP Stevens soccer
was ready to take action.
Unfortunately, the boys had a hard time
in September, with mostly away games that
resulted in losses. The team had trouble
both offensively and defensively, but they
knew this problem could be solved if they
remained motivated. Unlike most teams,
the JP Stevens boys’ soccer team refused to
give up. They used the September portion
of the season as fuel to their fire, and began
to win again. There were many factors
that contributed to this turn around, but the
prevailing cause was Coach Bill McMullen’s
support. According to junior player Michael
Samaroo, “Coach McMullen made us realize
our potential. He pushed us by letting us now
how hard he works to make our program
so good. It made us feel like we deserved
it.” Other players attribute the change to
the emerging offensive weapon junior
Sergio Freitas, junior defender TJ Perez, and
senior captain Stuart Grady. Moving Perez
to defense combined with a new defensive
format seemed to be the key to success, while
Grady’s and Freitas’ offensive skills scored.
As the season progressed, so did the
team’s wins. As Captain Stuart Grady put it,
“Winning is contagious, it’s hard to stop.”
Most importantly for an upcoming team,
these wins brought confidence to the soccer

boys. They were all excited to see their hard
work in the beginning games and in practice
to pay off. In team huddles, the boys would
get their adrenaline flowing and encourage
each other to get early goals and challenge
every ball. As the team’s improved defense fed
balls to the front, the team did not hesitate
to turn these opportunities into scores. This
was displayed in the St. Joe’s game towards
the end of the season, in which the boys
dominated with 5 goals. The undisputed,
biggest accomplishment of the season was
when the boys defeated North Brunswick,
ranked fourth in the state and undefeated
before the Hawks played them.
An influential goal of the season was
to seize the Greater Middlesex County
championship that slipped away last season.
Although the boys did not achieve this goal,
it has served in motivating many players to
return for next season. The boys missed
qualifying for states by one game, which
taught the team an unforgettable and valuable
lesson: every game counts.
There are high expectations for the 2006
team since the freshman team record was 151-1. The team is ready to take the 2006 season
by storm. Each player plans to improve his
individual game in the off- season, and many
players compete competitive leagues outside
of school. Junior Michael Samaroo made
the all-county and all-state team, and junior
Sergio Freitas made the state, division, and
county team. In addition, with nine out of
eleven starters returning next year, the team
will possess the strength, experience, and
skills necessary to achieve their paramount
goal- the GMC title.  
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Remember the
Hawks: Football
makes its mark
Brent Xia

After a season of rigorous practices and
training regimens, trials and tribulations,
back-to-back victories and a few disappointing losses against respectable teams,
the JP Stevens Hawks’ varsity football
team played their final game on Thanksgiving, November 24, against cross-town
rival Edison Eagles. Before the game, the
seniors all lined up to say their farewells
to Head Coach Frank Zarro, Coach John
Lee (offensive coordinator), Joseph Riggi
(defensive coordinator), Steven Petrucelli
(lineman coach), and Patrick Ronco (receivers and offensive coordinator), as well as the
underclassmen players.
The game, which took place at the
Mathew Drawl Stadium, gave the Eagles
home-court advantage. However, the first
quarter of the game proved disastrous for
the Eagles as the Hawks came to an early
lead 21-0. Senior Omari Nelson rushed over
100 yards en route to a touchdown. The
mentality of every player was focused on
shutting down Edison, with no substitute for
victory. Despite the chilly temperature and
muddy field, everything went in the boys’
favor. Edison had more penalty yards than
total yards. Senior Kenny Melford took advantage of Edison’s blunders when he converted his two interceptions to touchdowns.

Senior Omari Nelson rushes past
Edison’s weak defense to score.
During the first half, JP Stevens had such
a considerable lead that the underclassmen
were given the opportunity and experience
to play,. An aggressive offense and indomitable defense ensured a lead throughout
the rest of the game, ending 35-21 Hawks
and the team’s fifth straight Thanksgiving
victory. Nelson received the coveted MVP
(Most Valuable Player) Award for his exceptional performance.
The boys wrapped up the season on
a positive note, ending with a win-loss
record of 4-6, an improvement from last
year’s record of 3-7. To commemorate an
elated victory over Edison, the team held
a banquet a week later at Pines Manor. All
the seniors were allowed to keep their home
jerseys, serving as a memoir of their finest
season as they embark upon life after high
school. Speeches were given by coaches
and departing seniors to motivate the
team towards future success. Awards were
given out to junior Michael Light (Hawk
Award for Defense), senior Mike Chupka
(Sportsmanship Award), and senior Joe
Revito (Coaches Award). The emotions and
ambiance in the room are ineffable. “I had
a fun year playing and I hope that we set
an example for the underclassmen, so that
they can outdo us next year,” said senior
Eugene Glukhovskiy (defensive nose). The
varsity program’s departing seniors are Joe
Revito, Omari Nelson, Tamar Robinson,
Kyle Brummer, Lawrence Reynolds, Auggie DiPierto, Loren Long, Jason Ryu, Mike
Chupka, John Li, Kenny Melford, Germaine
Adams, Nam Shumate, Eugene Glukhovskiy, and ‘EJ’ Baluch.
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Much Ado About Sports And Stuff
The old forum people are gone and the new ones are in.
Jared Rubin, Scott Silverman, and Todd Kalmanson
discuss the sports that you love and want to hear
about—along with some others you probably don’t,
but deal with it.

carry is absolutely ridiculous. He won’t be T: Can you actually talk about a sport without entered the Olympics as a country, and will
another Heisman trophy bust. I think he’ll mentioning Philly.
sweep the board.
be a great player.
J: Ok, even if they did, they could probably win
J: Talk golf; there’s no Philly team there.
J: When he took a second to stop crying at S: Ok can I go? You want to talk golf ? Tiger curling, that’s about all the skill Philadelphia
the trophy presentation, he thanked Matt Woods and Phil Mickelson have decided has.
Leinhart, who I think will be a stronger NFL they want to take the first PGA tour event T: I can’t wait for the javelins and the
in Hawaii off the schedule because they need trampoline. They added trampolining!
Jared: Since you guys are new at this, I’ll start player than Bush.
T: Vince Young isn’t too bad either, but an off-season. Are you freaking kidding me? S: I’m not even going to say anything about
off. What’s been going on in football?
Leinhart will They swing a club, and walk around for five that. Who lights the torch?
Scott: Colts were making a run
be better than hours. They don’t even carry their own bags. J: They don’t tell you until it happens.
for an undefeated season, but
Bush more And it’s in Hawaii-where else would you S: Oh, well in that case, my guess is Lance
there was no way they could
likely.
Armstrong, mark it down.
want to be?
have pulled it off.
S: Just in case J: Chill out, golf is tough. All that walking J: You’re a moron, it’s probably some old
J: I thought they were going to.
it happens, can tire you out. What if there are hills? You Olympian who you don’t even know and
They have Peyton Manning as
L o n g h o r n s ever try walking up and down hills for five it will just add to you long list of wrong
a solid quarterback, Edgerrin
upset Trojans hours?
predictions.
James is having an MVP-like
in the Rose T: Just because no one’s from Philly doesn’t T: I think J Lo will light it.
year and Marvin Harrison and
Bowl. Mark mean you have to get angry, Scott. I like Tiger J: Alright, alright, what’s left?
Reggie Wayne make up one of
it down.
and Mickelson. Tiger’s the man, and Lefty T: SOCCER!
the best receiving cores in the
T: Did you knows where it’s at. Vijay Singh’s annoying. S: Isn’t that World Cup shenanigan coming
league.
see Duke’s And John Daly looks like he ate too much this year or something?
S: I think they can pull off a
J.J. Reddick’s at Hooters. How about Fred Funk’s pink J: Todd, you’re one of the only people who
really good season record, but
4 1 p o i n t s skirt? He’s such a woman. And Ernie Els knows about soccer, what’s going on?
there’s no way they will win the
ag ainst the is out from golf on an
T: It starts out with
Superbowl. I’m gonna have
L o n g h o r n s injury. Who gets injured
a bunch of teams
to take Tom Brady and the
a few games in golf ? But I have to
divided into groups of
Patriots in January.
ago? Reddick give respect to Annika
four. Two teams from
Todd: I agree with Jared,
is like butter Sorenstam. She’s clearly
each group make it to
and I think they’ll win the
cause he’s on the best woman golfer.
the tournament. Italy
Superbowl because the defense
and USA are in the
has become significantly better Peyton Manning uses receivers Reg- a roll. He’s J: First, Fred Funk’s
same group, so USA
which was a problem before gie Wayne and Marvin Harrison to pretty, pretty, pink skirt was a bet and
pretty good!
will have a tough time,
he lost. You have to
and now they have all it takes come through in tight situations.
S: How about be a man to wear that.
but I think they’ll win
to be the winning team. Dwight
that nonsense Vijay is one of the best
the cup behind goal
Freeney’s a beast.
keeper Kasey Keller.
S: I can’t see the Patriots losing in January, they call the NBA? Everything in that league golfer’s on tour, and who
S: NO WAY. With
can hate someone from
and I’m going to have to go with my worst is dumb except the Sixers.
my vast experience
enemy Tom Brady, who doesn’t lose when J: I think you should just throw the Sixers in Fiji? They make such
with all the rest, ‘cause a sport where people good water. I thought
of soccer knowledge,
it counts.
the USA stinks at this
J: I’m taking the Colts all the way. Tom Brady’s just run up and down a court and make you just yelled at Scott
sport.
good, but Corey Dillon’s had a shaky season shots left and right isn’t exciting until the last for getting angry over
J: Yeah Scott, because
and their defense has been slipping. By the two minutes anyway. That’s why you get so golf. Look at you. You
many game winning buzzer beaters. It’s just trashed the sport more
you know anything
way, what happened to your Eagles, Scott?
about soccer. You
than he did.
S:Uhh, that’s what happens when you lose 5 stupid.
can’t pick Philly as
pro bowlers from your starting lineup, your T: Stop trashing basketball. My New York T: Fine, I’ll make fun
the winner, so you
star wide receiver’s a cry baby, and your starting Knicks are having a slow start, but pretty soon of some other sport.
probably have no idea
running back is Ryan Moats. But hey, at least they’ll be a good team with Stephan Marbury NASCAR, there we go.
what you’re going to
S : H e y, h e y, h e y,
they got Mcmahon starting quarterback right leading the way.
say.
out of Rutgers. On the subject of terrible S: How is a team that has a starting five like NASCAR is the best
Miami not the best team in the league? By sport ever. They drive Funk plays the hole in a pink skirt S: Uhh, well anyway,
teams, what about the Jets?
T: I love my boy Herm Edwards because he the way, Sixers beat the Spurs in seven in like a bajillion miles per after a bet with Annika Sorenstam. mark it down,  Brazil
beats Italy 3-2 during
plays to win the game, but they gotta go for the championship series. Mark it down, and hour and they have little
Iverson is MVP.
teams to come change their tires. They don’t a tornado.
Reggie Bush now.
T: Be serious. USA is probably going to the
J: How about the NFC? Who do you think is J: You can’t just mark down Philly teams even have to pay for gas.
for every sport. At least go with some crazy J: True, why not drive a car and make left finals against home team Germany since
gonna play the Colts and try for it all?
prediction like Nets vs. Clippers in the finals. turns all day to make $7 million a year. Tony they host it.
S: You can’t say play the Colts.
Stewart won the Nextel Cup, made all that S: If you’re so smart, what do you think
J: Fine, who do you think will make the Then it’s interesting.
T: Back to the Knicks, Larry Brown better money, and all he had to do was drive a car. Rubin?
Superbowl from the NFC?
T: Screw this, pick a new sport. NASCAR’s J: Look, there’s no question. Beckham and
T: I think the Superbowl will be the Colts vs. start coaching them up.
S: Okay….Hockey’s back, what’s this new boring.
England are going for it all. He’ll bend
da Bears and the Colts will win it.
J: The torch running already started for the it…like himself, and carry the cup back after
S: I’m taking a sleeper from down south, a shootout stuff aboot?
beating Portugal.
repeat from Superbowl 38, Carolina Panthers J: I don’t like it. It takes away from the Olympics.
J: And, for the last time in honor of the old
S: Really?
playing New England since THE COLTS e xc i t e m e n t o f a
J: Well they have forum we will do the loved section Sport, not a
AREN’T MAKING IT! Adam Vinattieri hits rare penalty shot. It
to run from Salt Sport. This time, because ESPN has amazing
the game winning kick with only seconds left used to be amazing
when players made a
Lake City to Italy. things on, we’ll discuss Scrabble. Is Scrabble
to win the game 26-24. Mark it down.
It’ll take a while. a sport or not a sport?
J: Calling the score now? You’re going too penalty shot to win,
S: No, you’re T: Are you kidding, SCRABBLE?? This is
far, I think I’m going to have to go with the but now its like there
are penalty shots all
wrong. I think a disgrace. How can the last sport, not a sport
Giants playing the Colts.
they have to run be Scrabble? It’s clearly not a sport. There’s
S: You’re a flat-out moron. I can’t do this the time.
from the Greece no question.
forum anymore with you. There’s no way that T: Wait, I forgot to
Mountains to S: It’s not a sport because it’s just what some
a daddy’s boy takes his team to the Superbowl talk about Will Clyde
geeks like Rubin try to win and ESPN, for
Italy.
no matter how good Tiki Barber is. Plus, Tom Fraiser and the Knicks
J: Why would some reason, decided to televise this dumb
Coughlin’s a moron and benches his best fire and desire to make
they run from event.
player for being late for a meeting that he the post season.
didn’t even have to be at. You, my friend, are J: Shut up, we’re The penalty shootout has become a big t h e G r e e c e J: Come on, don’t be jealous of my smarts. I
an idiot, and there’s no way that the Giants talking about hockey. part of the NHL since starting this year. m o u n t a i n s, I really have no defense for Scrabble though.
S: As much as I love
don’t even think It’s a board game that little kids can play. It
make it past the first round.
there are real doesn’t require athletic skill. I mean, I guess
J: Ok I was just kidding to see a Silverman my Flyers, the Rangers
you could break a sweat playing it if it gets
freak-out, but it would be cool if it were a must be the biggest shock in all of sports right mountains called the Greece mountains?
intense??
Manning vs. Manning Superbowl. I’m really now. They were predicted to be last in the S: No, whatever, Mount Olympus.
S: I don’t know…this is so dumb. It isn’t a
going with the Seahawks versus the Colts, league and are now tied for first in all of the T: Where the gods live?
S: Shut up, I’m positive they run from Mount sport. They can’t call reading the dictionary a
and as good as Shaun Alexander is, Peyton NHL. The centers are pretty sick nasty too.
T: What about Sydney Crosby and the Olympus to Torino.
sport. There’s no athleticism required.
will take it all.
J: If it’s not from Salt Lake, I think its from T: Yeah, if Scrabble was a sport, I don’t even
T: From the best to worst, how about the Penguins?
J:  Syd the kid, he’s my boy. That team only Athens. They run from the last place it was know. I can’t think. Scrabble is boring. End
Texans and the Reggie Bush Lottery?
J: Speaking of bad, that Texans kicker should has a chance to win cause he’s on it. He saved to the new place. I just don’t know if they this already.
have different ones for summer and winter J: Okay, decision: Scrabble=not a sport.
be fired for that kick against Tennessee. hockey.
Surprising, huh? From now on, Sport, not a
Corner kicks go straighter than that one S: Mark it down, Flyers beat Detroit Redwings Olympics.
in the Stanley cup. Bring out the Brooms, S: You’re wrong, but I don’t care. Mark it Sport is officially retired. Come back for the
did.
down: In a drastic turn of events, Philadelphia next issue to see something new.
S: Reggie Bush is amazing and 12.5 yards per SWWEEEEEP.
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The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly
used their starting pitchers in complete games this time it is with the Philadelphia Eagles. It three years prior to TO. He is the hero of
four times in a row in a five-game series, with all started with his discontent with how he was the franchise.
Contreras playing the first game in 8 and 1/3 being treated by the organization. Owens felt
Well, that’s all fine and dandy and definitely
innings.
that his work ethic turned cameras his way, as if it ever left Owens,
Catcher AJ
and his production but he then was subsequently suspended for
Pierzinski had
o n t h e f o o t b a l l “conduct detrimental” to his team. Now
his fair share of
field were not being he is out. His name leaves a bad taste in
entertainment
acclaimed enough the mouths of Philadelphians. Donovan
and basked in
by the Eagles’ staff McNabb is injured and operated on a sports
his controversial
and that individual hernia. And Brian Westbrook is injured as
moments in the
achievements meant well. The window slammed down hard on
national spotlight
nothing. This was Phili’s opportunities and people are now
after an umpire
his sentiment, and pointing the finger to the one person they
blunder. In the
for a player of TO’s can blame—Terrell Owens.
ninth inning of
caliber, it is certainly The Ugly
game two in the
valid. He threatened Mike Tyson
Anaheim-Chicago
to hold out on
Imagine a sports column without Mike
series, Pierzinski
training camp in the Tyson. Imagine a world without Mike Tyson
appeared to strike
summer because he at that. This man has single-handedly carried
out on a pitch.
felt that he needed the boxing image in popular culture for
H o w e v e r , t h e Mike Tyson, a professional boxer, has to renegotiate his twenty years. He rushed into the scene with
The Good:
umpire later said tarnished both his reputation and sport. contract. There is old-school boxing techniques that clobbered
White Sox
nothing wrong with opponents and embodied that Brownsville
Chicago’s second team comes out on top. that the ball hit
this. He may have been perceived as a trouble- mentality that shaped his conscience. In
The last time they won the World Series the ground on the
was in 1917, ironically, right before the pitch and it wasn’t caught correctly. Pierzinski, maker and a dissident to the organization, but time though, like so many amazing athletes,
Boston Red Sox. Now, they have won right a catcher himself, recognized this as a similar place yourself in his shoes. Imagine if you are Tyson became a joke of sorts. I mean, think
after the Red Sox and they are in dominant play that occurred once to him, and he guaranteed $7.5 million but that contractual about it:
fashion at that. After sweeping the Red Sox dashed towards first. The controversy was loopholes can lead you to get dropped from
-Do you expect the media to lay off after
in the ALDS (American League Division in the fact that the umpire
you bite a piece of a
Series), the White Sox beat the Los Angeles called strike three initially, and
man’s ear off on pay-perAngels 4-1 in the ALCS (American League then changed his call. The
view? Evander Holyfield
Championship Series), and concluded their technicality changed the entire
may still hold hostility,
season by sweeping the Houston Astros series as the White Sox later
but he let his in-ring
in the grand finale, the World Series. This won the game. Instead of a 2-0
decimation of Tyson
type of dominance is almost unheard of lead for the Angels, the White
speak for itself.
in sports. With a blistering pitching lineup Sox tied the game up 1-1.
-Do you expect the
The White Sox emerged
and a strong group of hitters easily capable
media to lay off you
of manufacturing runs in a heartbeat, the victorious in MLB (Major
after you go to jail whoWhite Sox beat all odds. Manager Ozzie League Baseball) from little
knows-how-many-times
Guillen, provided fire from the dugout and expectations. Prior to the
and topping it off with
fueled this roster to go all the way to the top. beginning of the season, all
an ugly face tattoo? I
In fact, not enough credit can be given to the talk, especially in the AL,
think not.
Guillen. He is the first Venezuelan manager revolved around the New
And when you have
to win the World Series, and will be the first York Yankees and Red Sox.
a certain street fighter
Venezuelan manager to manage the All-Star But this team proved that a
named “Mike Bison”
Game next year. He deserved this, the players star-studded or a powerful
in Japan (also known as
deserved this, and quite simply, the team batting lineup is not necessary
Balrog in US versions),
to win games, and to a greater Swinging freely, Dye has complemented the White Sox line- you know you’ve either
deserved this.
up perfectly, underscoring the diverse talents of the team.
No batter in the entire lineup hit over .300   extent, to win a championship.
hit a pop culture high, or
If
a
team
comes
together
as
(with the closest being Scott Podsednik at
an embarrassing low.
.290). However, they worked pitch counts a squad, has the right motivation, and can your team and not receive the money you
So here is Tyson, a bankrupt, brokenperfectly and hit when they needed too. Their work together regardless of circumstances duly earn. That is what TO had feared, and spirited, has-been boxer seeking redemption.
one true heavy hitter and ALCS MVP (Most and challenges, then it can go all the way. make no mistake about it, he deserves high- I quote, “I just want to escape. I’m really
Valuable Player), Paul Konerko, had a stellar The White Sox turned heads throughout the end dollars. He holds the record for the most embarrassed with myself and my life...In this
season with 40 homeruns and 100 RBIs (Runs season and at the end of it, they placed their catches (twenty) in a game, and on top of that, country nothing good is going to come of
he is the only player, next to future Hall-of- me. People put me so high; I wanted to tear
Batted In) on .283 hitting. Their World Series names in the annals of baseball history.
Famer Jerry Rice, for five or more consecutive that image down.” Well, don’t go too hard
MVP Jermaine Dye had 31 homeruns and The Bad:
seasons with thirteen or more touchdowns. on yourself Mike, because you still are 50-686 RBIs with a .274 average. These numbers TO suspension
TO, not turnover, but rather, Terrell And if that is not enough, let his Superbowl 2 with 44 knockouts. I’d say impressive. But
alone speak for themselves. These are not
extraordinary batting averages, but coupled Owens. One might say that this man, a star performance speak for itself.
people put you so high because you were a
Nevertheless, TO came to training camp boxer that came from nothing to something,
with an amazing lineup and a core unit of wide receiver for the Philadelphia Eagles and
hitters, there is nothing that can stop a team hard-working player, enjoys the spotlight. He on time even after his contract was not albeit a bit too quickly.
revels when the camera is on him and when renegotiated. He wanted to play football. He
from winning.
But still, here is why he ends up on the ugly
wanted to win. But in the process portion of the column:
After the All-Star break, there
he unnecessarily created some
was fear that the White Sox would
He decides to pick a fight with an unknown
problems. Free speech is a right but Kevin McBride to pay off the accumulated
fall out of the entire playoff
TO somewhat abuses his attention. debt he picked up and after fighting reasonably
picture and lose the fifteen-game
He was caught wearing a Dallas well, he gives up. He claims that he is
lead that they had developed.
Cowboys jersey in the City of embarrassed of boxing, which truthfully is
Although coming within two
Brotherly Love. Philadelphians, who not really all that far of a stretch, and simply
games of being overtaken
are not fond of the Dallas Cowboys, retires. Somewhat anti-climactic, wouldn’t you
by the Cleveland Indians for
were insulted and who can blame say? After all the trash talk, all the mumbothe AL Central lead, the team
them? TO has a tendency to revel in jumbo, “I’ll eat your kids” commentary that
bounced back with an end of
the spotlight and stir up unnecessary he was dishing out years before, Tyson just
the season comeback thriller
trouble. Unlike Marvin Harrison, abandons boxing. To put the cherry on top
and continued that upsurge to
TO might put up amazing numbers, of one delightful sundae, Tyson was caught
the World Series. With their
but he simultaneously creates media singing on the Jimmy Kimmel Show next to
astounding starting pitching
frenzies.
rotation of Jose Contreras,
the infamous Bobby Brown in a vampire’s
In an inter view, Owens was costume for Halloween!
John Garland, Freddy Garcia,
asked if that Brett Favre would
and Mark Buerhle, the team
He apparently has no intention of escaping
better manage the QB position the public eye, but he is looking to continue to
pulled through decisively for
each series. And as if opponents Owens’ remarks have not only put him at the center of over Donovan McNabb was a fair stay in there as long as he can still make noise.
needed another pitcher to worry the media circle, but empasized his blatant misconduct. assessment and Owens affirmed He is entertainment now. Kevin McBride
this notion, citing that analyst must be high on confidence now. But, Tyson
about, the White Sox’s Rookie
closer, Bobby Jenks had a sickening 100 it is not, he finds a way to stir up enough commentary should be given “credence.” I is no longer a worthy adversary.
mph fastball that baffled hitters and he commotion to receive attention once more. mean, good job TO. Now you have buried
strong armed his way to a few saves. Even This time, the lights are directed at him, not yourself five feet deep. No one insults
Sports Columnist
more impressive is that at one point during for a Ray Lewis impersonation or a squabble Donovan McNabb readily and gets by scotch
Jeffrey Morshed
the series against the Angels, the White Sox with the San Francisco 49er franchise— no, free. Donovan McNabb carried Phili for
Sports are a wealth of entertainment. We
fawn over statistics in fantasy sports. But,
at times, we need to take a step back. Many
events occur on a daily basis that may not
necessarily jut out or appear as large as they
should in major stories and headlines. Then,
there are amazing stories that protrude from
the slew of sports news and make  feel-good
headlines. Others may make us scratch our
heads, and some just turn us away in ghastly
horror. The White Sox are the good story in
sports. It’s what we can look back on and at
least smile upon, even if we don’t like them.
Philadelphia Eagles Terrell Owens raised
headlines and takes “the Bad” honors here;
once again he creates controversy for the
entire world to watch. Pugilist Mike Tyson
represents all that is ugly in sports, and it is
not hard to understand why. These are the
good, the bad, and the ugly in sports:
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