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JP Stevens continues MUN legacy
Tanya Gupta

On the weekend of November
10, JP Stevens Model UN (JPSMUN) delegates traveled to Williamsburg, Virginia to attend the
annual William and Mary High
School Model UN (WMHSMUN)
XX. It was over six months since
most of the delegates participated
in a serious competitive debate,
a factor which only heightened
the anticipation level. This year’s
WMHSMUN, however, was extraordinary because JP Stevens
MUN delegates were challenged to
maintain the legacy they had created last year. JPSMUN had won,
in 2005, Secretary-General’s Outstanding School, and was in the
forerunning to win yet again. There
were many expectations and hopes
for this conference, and every delegate worked hard to surpass them.
This year was not only the continuation of a strong legacy but also
the beginning for the school’s new
MUN advisor—Mr. Andrew Dressel, the Woodrow Wilson Middle
School MUN advisor.
Country assignments were given
weeks in advance and preparation
began almost immediately with
late-night meetings on strategy
and the mid- night chats on foreign policy. Printers ran out of ink,
more trees were destroyed for pages and pages of research, and binders were packed. The preparation,
however, did not hinder the zeal
and enthusiasm in the delegate’s
hearts. They were as passionate
and eager as ever and were ready to
yet again take another conference
by storm.
When the long awaited conference finally arrived, the delegates
were packed into three buses and
began their 400-mile journey. Each
mile was marked with impatience
and excitement. Seven hours later,
the students finally arrived in Williamsburg, and the JPSMUN delegates walked into the conference
with style and confidence. Stocked
with binders of research, the delegates fiercely debated through

their first day. Sophomore Anna
Trakhtenberg said, “Going into
committee was nerve-wrecking,
but as soon as I spoke, I got an
adrenaline rush and was ready to
debate.” After the first day, JP Stevens students walked out with the
conference under their belt. That
night country and strategy meetings were held, and students ran
from room to room with hundreds
or pages of research falling out of
their arms to help one another.
This coordinated effort paid off,
as delegates began seeing the fruits
of their hard labor the next committee session.
After the second committee
session, the delegates realized that
defending the JPSMUN legacy
would be no easy task, especially

against the formidable University
of Chicago Lab School. Delegates
ran back and forth from the resource room to the committee sessions, drafting resolutions and conducting more research. Hopes did
not dwindle and they continued to
fiercely debate through the day. As
sophomore Anisha Bapna recalled,
“There was so much tension that
filled that one room. I walked out
of committee session and the only
thing I could think about was going back in and doing everything
better the second time around.”
During committee session, however, delegates were surprised by
carnations given by their friends
from other committees showing
their appreciation for them. The
rooms were colored with red, pink

Model UN delegates from different high schools debated ferociously in committee, in hopes of winning gavels.
and white carnations with notes
tagged on them.
Four more grueling hours of
debate were relieved by the highly

WMHSMUN
Continued on Page 14

The release of the Sony’s Playstation 3 on the morning of November 17 was marked with excitement as well as theft and violence.
Early that morning at 3 am, as avid
shoppers waited on line outside of
a Wal-Mart in Putnam, CN, two
armed and ski-masked robbers
entered the store and demanded
that everyone hand over all cash
and valuables. The suspects, armed
with a handgun and a shotgun, proceeded to seize all valuables. One
man, 21-year-old Michael Penkala
from Webster, MA, refused to give
up his money and was subsequently shot by the robber with the
shotgun
as
they fled the
scene. Penkala was taken
quickly to University of Massachusetts Medical Center where
he was treated for wounds to the
chest and shoulder. Fortunately,
the wounds were nonfatal and he is
reported to be in stable condition.
Penkala, along with other victims
of the incident, will receive a free
Playstation 3 from Wal-Mart. The
police, led by State Police Lt. J. Paul

Vance, investigated the scene and
were recently able to gain warrants
for arrests on two individuals, but
the evidence that led to these arrests is still undisclosed.
The violent incidents are not
isolated to just Putnam, CN. In
Connecticut, a man was beaten and
robbed in Manchester as he left a
store. He told police that five men
surrounded him and proceeded to
beat him as he was walking away
with his newly purchased Playstation 3. In Sullivan, Indiana, two
shoppers were attacked by two
teens equipped with chains and a
tire iron. There was a scuffle resulting in a broken nose for one of the
shoppers and a
stab wounded
robber. The
robber
went
under
emergency treatment and is still alive,
but is facing criminal charges along
with his accomplice. In Englewood, Ohio, two masked men held
the employees of a store at gunpoint and made off with five Playstation 3’s. All over the U.S., people
were trampled and severely injured
as stampeding crowds rushed for

their place in line. These cases of
violence and general mayhem are
but a few of the many incidents
that occurred across the nation on
Sony’s launch day.
During large sales such as this,
large department stores and shops
have become targets for predators
that are looking for an easy way
to make a lot of cash quickly. The
concentrated number of people in
the very early hours of the morning makes easy and choice prey
for criminals because of their defenselessness and the amount of

money carried in their pockets for
purchases. These crimes occur for
any number of reasons. Simple
desires for money and products
to just wanting to do something illegal and crazy are all motivations
for this type of crime. The Playstation 3 is a perfect example of the
destructive desire of criminals and
their willingness to do anything to
get what they want.

double-doors of the cafeteria. The
streamers grandly opened the room
to a beautifully decorated “black
and white affair.” Black and white
posters hung around the room, the
same colored polka dots spotted
the walls, and Christmas lights illuminated the darkened room with a
soft yellow glow. Junior Cassie Zhu
commented on the decorations,
saying, “The black and white theme
of the homecoming dance was
very unique, and it provided a very
fun and welcoming atmosphere.”
Along with all the decorations that
were wonderfully arranged by the

Student Council was the DJ, who
topped off the fun with a variety
of fast tempos.
From rap, to pop, to techno, a
myriad of music types was played
so every student, at some time or
another, heard his or her favorite
tune played. Despite this, the DJ’s
attempt to play a range of different
music disappointed some students.
Junior Younus Ahmed stated,
“Even though it was fun hanging
around with our friends, the music
didn’t really pump anyone up to
dance. I can only dance to rap.” Junior Bora Son, on the other hand,

said, “No matter what kind of music, as long as there’s a beat, I can
start dancing!” Other students, including senior Murphy Lu, went to
the annual homecoming dance not
to socialize and show off moves,
but instead, for reasons Lu said,
“Even though I wasn’t too into
dancing, I went to homecoming to
support my friends on the court.”
Nonetheless, no matter whether
the incentive to attend the exciting

Sony’s Playstation 3 launch triggers violence
Steven Balasta

PLAYSTATION
Continued on Page 14

Classes battle at Hall Dec
Jessica Ching

On November 20, the bell
sounding the end of 12th period
signaled the end of a humdrum
school day for some, but for many
others it ushered in the commencement of the popular JP Stevens
tradition known as Hall Dec.
For many years, “Hall Dec” has
been one of the most important
projects of each class council towards the year-long BOTC (Battle
of the Classes) competition. It is
a competition between the freshman, sophomore, junior, and senior classes - each class is assigned

a hallway in the school to decorate,
with each class vying for the best
hallway. Of course, as with every
other contest, there are a given
set of rules that each class must
follow in designing the hallway.
Based on this set of rules as well

Students enjoy a splendid black and white affair
Wantin Liou

A long line of excitement
crowded the hallway leading to
the JP Stevens cafeteria the night
of November 23. More students
attended this year’s Homecoming
Dance than at last year’s dance, and
the numbers surely showed as students, tickets in hand, impatiently
waited to dance to the upbeat music blasting from the cafeteria.
As the students made their
way to the dance, they first passed
through a curtain of shiny silver
streamers hanging from the wide

HOMECOMING
Continued on Page 8

Junior Jay Racanelli helps
add to the 1960’s theme of
the class of 2008 hallway.
as criteria ranging from originality to artistic appeal, each hallway
is scored and ranked by a panel of
JP Stevens alumni. First place receives 500 points towards BOTC,

HALL DEC
Continued on Page 14
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Are Celebrities Above the Law?
Oh, how everyone wishes to have the
life of a celebrity! You get the glamour, the
glitz, the fashion, the money, but with all
that greatness also come the wild brushes
with the law. Everyday, paparazzi pictures
show celebrities stumbling out of exclusive LA nightclubs such as Hyde
and the Venetian most likely intoxicated and possibly under the influence of dangerous substances. Yet,
somehow, most of them escape
the same punishment that would
be allotted to a common person.
Are celebrities above us, the
normal, non-famous folk? Although they are arrested, they
usually aren’t punished as severely
as other people. Every night there
seems to be another arrest and
another DUI, but the next day
there is no longer a problem.
Money plays a big part of it.
Unlike us, today’s (overpaid)
celebrities have hoards of
cash lying around just waiting to be used to be used as
bail money or they have other
friends that just happen to have
the extra cash. The night Paris
Hilton was arrested for drunk
driving, her sister Nicky Hilton and boyfriend Kevin Connolly immediately posted
bail for her and so she was
free to leave. Celebrities
can get away with saying
anything and doing whatever they want because they
have “power.” Lawsuits filed
against celebrities due to the ignorant things that they do everyday and they can usually be paid
off. Don’t we all wish it were that simple?
Drugs and drinking can only be said to be
a part of being a celebrity. Underage party

girls such as Lindsay Lohan and Mary Kate
and Ashley Olsen adamantly insist that they
have never participated underage drinking
or drug use but does anyone really believe
them? Lindsay Lohan and Nicole Richie’s sudden weight
loss were both rumored to
be from cocaine-driven
addictions, despite their
insistence that the weight
loss was just due to stress.
When you are a child celebrity, it’s easy to be pressured into disobeying the
law. Drew Barrymore was
partying and drinking before she was fourteen years
old and spent her childhood
seeing her face plastered on
tabloids and marked with
terrible words. Thankfully,
she checked herself into
rehab while she was
young and is now a
blooming actress. However, young celebrities today are expected to disobey the law
and get away with it because of the
status that they enjoy. The most influential part of being a celebrity and
the law is most likely the fame. The fame
drives people to their limits; it drives
them to commit crimes because of
the pressures of pop culture lifestyles.
Despite the many advantages to
being a celebrity there is another
terrible part of being a celebrity
on the edge of law: the exposure. Paris Hilton was arrested
for drunk driving September 7,
2006 and a couple of hours after the
arrest, videos of the incident automatically appeared on TMZ.com and other celebrity gossip websites. Immediately, the
world was buzzing over this arrest. Similarly,

Mel Gibson’s infamous anti-Semitic tirade
after being arrested for driving under the
influence caused him to permanently lose
many fans. Some fans of his movies avidly
promised to never watch any of his movies
again due to his arrest and uncouth words.
Celebrities are the same as us. No, not
like those mundane spreads in tabloids like
“OK!” and “In Touch” magazine featuring pictures of celebrities picking up after their dogs. They’re just like us because
they, too, are affected by the law. Although
they are not specifically punished enough
by authority, they are punished severely in
the world’s perception of them. There are
some things that can never be forgotten and
can leave a lasting impression on the public. Mel Gibson may never win back his fans
and Paris Hilton—well actually, one arrest is
nothing compared to what she’s done, is it?
Nancy Song, junior

Ask Hawkeye

“Celebrities are treated as if they
were gods among men. They
can get away with anything and
everything. The worst part is that
society allows it.”
-Trisha Bakshi, Opinions Editor
“Celebrities are normal people,
like us. As normal, everyday
people, they are not be treated as
if they are above the law.”
-Anna Calinawan, Features Editor
“Celebrities are above the law just
because they can afford to be.”
- Pooja Mahadeshwar, News Editor
“Celebrities are above the law. The
public worships them and vicariously through them. They can get
away with anything they want.”
-Silky Kadakia, Sports Editor

Spam, Spam, Go Away, Come Back Another Day
On May 1, 1978, a sales representative
from Digital Equipment Corporation sent
out the first Spam email in order to advertise
a computer equipment demo. In April
1994, Canter and Siegel, a Phoenix
law firm, mass advertised their
services to thousands of newsgroups. That was most likely
the first large scale commercial
use of spam, and the term was
popularized thereafter. What
is spam? “Spam” is basically
Unsolicited Bulk Mail (UBM),
Excessive Multi-Posting (EMP),
Unsolicited Commercial email
(UCE), spam mail, bulk email or
just junk mail. It’s a flexible term,
and is based on the recipient’s taste.
However, all spam is unwelcome,
unnecessary, and it can be a pain.
Most “professional spammers” are untraceable; they
forge email headers or create
one-time emails specifically
for spamming. Their means
of obtaining email addresses are many; some, as third
party members, buy emailing lists from large scale
companies, some root around
on search engines and find newsgroups,
and more sophisticated spammers send out
computer “robots” to search for emails. They
then use mass emailing to advertise anything
from sex to lottery winnings to foreclosures.
Another problem with spam is that it’s
relentless. Typical marketers will cease-fire
when they realize that sending out a myriad
of ad emails don’t work. They attempt other
approaches such as increased advertising on
public sites, telemarketing, etc. However,
spammers and “wannabe spammers” don’t,

in a sense, care about results. They simply
continue to inundate us with their messages
with little regard about what we do with them.

In the last year alone, forty percent of
all e-mails sent have been considered spam.
That means that almost half of all the emails people receive on a day to day basis
are irrelevant to their lives and a waste of
their time. This problem not only affects
people, but corporations as well. In one
study, it was found that for every spam email a company receives, it looses four to
five seconds. That might not seem like a lot,

but that is only for each one and companies
receive an ample amount of spam each year
which causes them to loose a lot of money.
In 2002, spam cost United States corporations approximately nine billion dollars.
Spam is not just a mere annoyance, but a
security risk. Some spam emails have viruses
or spyware embedded in. People unknowingly open the email and download the virus or
spyware. Spyware tracks and reports the user’s
behavior. The person who sent the spyware
uses the information for fraudulent purposes.
But, is spam really criminal? Certainly,
if it promotes illegal services or products,
the email advertising it would be illegal as
well. The Coalition Against Unsolicited
Commercial Email (CAUCE) has been involved in a recent European legislation
against spam, but, can it really be viewed
as a criminal act? Many people believe so.
The spam legislation is still discussing in
the US and Europe whether spam should
be entirely banned. Others views are more
sympathetic regarding spam. It’s simple to
suppress spam- just click “delete”. However the need of more bandwidth caused
by an increase of spam will force the Internet Service Providers (ISPs) to raise the
cost of using their services. And, whether
it is banned or not, how well will new spam
laws be enforced? The Internet is a broad
realm, and monitoring such a widespread
and open area is not only time consuming,
but costly. So should America view spam
as illegal? If nothing is done to stop spamming in the US in the near future, the affects
will just be greater, the costs higher and the
time wasted even more then it has been this
year. There is no simple or easy way to stop
spam. But, legislation is a start. Maybe one
day spam will no longer plague the world.
Chelsea Dias and Jeri Zhao, freshmen
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The Three R’s: Recycle, Reuse, and Regift

With the holiday season comes gifts, and
with gifts come regifting, the process of giving someone a present that you received from
someone else. Some people may argue that
regifting is immoral and rude, but this is not
necessarily the case. Indeed, it is far worse to
waste presents by throwing them away or allowing them gather dust. Regifting is ethical
and acceptable if the gift may be of better use
to someone else because there is still thought
and effort involved in the gift giving process.
We have all received a present that did
not quite suit our tastes. Maybe it was a
key chain before you even had a set of
keys, a bookmark when you obviously
were not the reading type, or clothes
that did not fit. Whatever the case, we
feel guilty throwing away these presents
because our friends and family gave
them to us with love and care. However,
by giving them to someone else, the gift
may prove to be more useful and therefore, better served. After all, we were
given the gift so it could be of use. It
does not matter who uses it, as long as it
is not left to rot. It would be foolish to
stash away unwanted presents so they
can accumulate dust, when instead,
they could brighten someone else’s world.
Regifting is also a convenient alternative
to finding a gift at the last minute. How
many times have you forgotten someone’s
birthday, and were forced to get them a

present on short notice? Instead of facing
the embarrassment of walking to a birthday party empty-handed, bring a gift that
is easy to get and appropriate—a gift that

you received but never used. There is nothing wrong with passing a present from one
person to another, as long as it fits the recipient. When you give a fully-grown man a

Barbie doll, for example, you have a problem. However, if it is something you would
go out and buy for them anyway, then the
act of regifting is perfectly acceptable. If
you have the perfect gift for the person,
why go out and buy another one? Regifting is simply making use of what you have
already, and with our jam-packed schedules,
sometimes, that is all we can do. If you still
prefer going out of your way, using up precious time, and wasting money on gasoline
to buy a new gift, that is your choice.
Still, some argue that regifting is “the
easy way out” and requires no effort.
Yet the selection process of the present
is much easier, it is unfair to claim that
there is no thought behind these gifts.
The act of giving itself is thoughtful and
generous. Buying from a store, can be
considered effortless; if you want to get
picky, you aren’t picking out a gift, you
are merely choosing from the stores’
given selection. In a similar sense, when
regifting, you are picking out a gift from
a specific selecction. It still requires
thought to decide on the perfect one.
Regifting is ethical and should be
accepted. You are still giving someone a thoughtful gift; you are just not
going to the store to buy it. If regifting
is not a crime, then why not take advantage of it—after all, it is season of giving.
Archana Babu, freshman
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We Wish You
A Very Greedy
Christmas
It’s that time of year again – the season
of bright lights, mistletoe, and jolly, old
St. Nick. It’s a time for giving, for spending together with family and friends, and
for celebrating. On the eve of Christmas
each year, children all over the world set
out fresh cookies and milk and anticipate the arrival of Santa Claus. Families
gather around the table for a hearty meal
while carolers sing outside in the cold
and snow-enveloped fields. Indeed, it
is the most wonderful time of the year.

The Ipod Nano tops many people’s Christmas lists proving that
it is better to receive than to give.

Gift Cards: Taking The Easiest Way Out

The holidays always bring elaborate pic- Either we come up with a thoughtful gift, thing that a person will see every time they
tures to mind—stacks of presents piled or we pay more money for a plastic card. open their wallet? When you give someone
one on top of one another, all ornately
Everybody but the stores is hurt by gift card a gift card, you are giving him or her an inwrapped with big red bows. Inside those purchases. About 56% of people overspend vitation to shop at the store, increasing the
boxes lie the thoughtfulness of our friends their gift cards, giving stores more gain, and number of the stores customers. We are beand relatives. Nowadays, those big boxes more money out of our pockets. Since our ing manipulated into serving as advertisehave turned into little envelopes, each hold- purchases are never an exact amount, we are ments for stores, which only they gain from.
ing plastic cards: gift cards.
Receivers are the ones
These decorative cards
who hurt the most. While
have saved shoppers the
we might like to think that
trouble of hours spent in
gift cards give the receiver
line and contemplation
a choice for their present,
over the right present. To
the reality is that they are
some, gift cards are heaven
“last-resort gifts.” We have
sent. They take little efscrambled to find a presfort to purchase, but still
ent at the last second, and
represent the same caring
settled with buying a gift
that conventional presents
card. Sure, getting money
do. Receivers still feel that
is always good, but what
they got a present, and givabout getting money that
ers do not need to bother
only lets you buy from a
with finding the perfect
store that you despise? Gift
gift. But is a gift card recards do not show the really a gift? Are we tricking Buying a gift card as present is taking the easy way out. It demceiver any thought, and limit
ourselves into thinking onstrates the gift giver’s lack of creativity and lack of thought.
them in several ways. Exact
we are buying presents,
amounts always cause overor are the stores the ones tricking us? either left with thirty or so cents, which must spending or under spending, both of which
Many stores have caught onto this craze, be discarded, or a couple of dollars. Thirty are beneficial only to stores. On top of
and have not wasted any time taking money cents might seem like a trivial amount, but this, the receiver is must go through chaos
out of our wallets. More gift cards come when each person has a couple of cents left at the store, wait in line, and drive to the
with costs outside of the gift card value. over, on a national level, stores are making a mall to get their presents- essentially, do all
For example, fine print at the bottom of huge profit. If only five dollars are left over, the work the giver doesn’t care enough to.
a page where shoppers can buy a gift card we start pondering whether to purchase
More so than before, gift cards are filling
online for Menlo Park Mall reads, “Various something else and just pay the difference. the carts of many shoppers. Although they
fees apply.” Not only must we pay for the Not only are we giving stores more money, may seem like presents, the reality is that they
value of the card, but we must also pay for but we are also tempted to buy even more. penalize both givers and receivers. With their
administrative fees, activation fees, processAdditionally, gift cards are simple ad- increase in popularity, the only thing that
ing fees, and inactivity fees. Paying those vertisements for stores. Why pay for a bill- has occurred is more money to the stores.
couple of dollars is the cost of our laziness. board, when you can advertise on someSarina Tsuckerman, freshman

Yet for many people, the holiday of
Christmas has become an increasingly
overly-commercialized period that focuses on gifts, gifts, and… even more gifts.
Many seem to have forgotten the true
meaning of the holidays and have instead
replaced the spirit of the season with only
money and presents. Stores and companies advertise their “holiday specials” on
TV, with festive holiday music playing
in the background. The parking lots everywhere are flooded with cars, and the
check-out lines at stores are longer than
the store itself. New game systems and
electronic devices sell out within seconds
the snap of a finger, and many parents
argue over who will get the last Barbie
doll at Toys ‘R Us. Each year, children
at younger and younger ages are asking
for more expensive gifts, from everything
from Ipods to Coach handbags. Christmas to them is not a holiday to for giving,
but an excuse to get. To these kids, the
days off from school are the icing on top
of the gingerbread house. Kids fill their
Christmas lists with the latest gadgets and
the most fashionable name-brand accessories, without a care in the world for the
price of an item or for returning the favor with a gift to the sender. What happened to the joy of simply sitting down at
Christmas dinner, laughing, chatting, and
knowing how wonderful life is with your
loved ones? What happened to appreciating your precious life by giving back to the
community and family as well as friends?
What exactly has caused this unholy
phenomenon? Some may attribute it to
the technological advancement taking
place in the new millennium, while others blame the greed of brand-name companies and outlets. It is obvious to see
that Christmas’ commercialization has
been caused by today’s society’s materialism. It seems that the holiday season
has its original themes of celebrating
family, goodwill, and compassion. Undoubtedly, the holidays are still a time
of happiness, but now that depends on
what presents you got for Christmas.
Jessica Ching, junior
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Hiroshima, Part 2?
Japan is in a bit of a dilemma. It is a
problem that is has faced for a long time,
really. After the atrocities its military committed during the Second World War, Japan was required to drastically reduce its
military presence in the Far East. In return,
the United States promised to protect Japan
and its interests. After all, Tokyo has been
the closest thing to an ally that America has
in the Far East. Our sometimes-frosty relations with China and Korea mean that the
United States must mainly rely on a strong
and healthy Japan when dealing with that
part of the world.
Yet some things stand in the way of our
barrier-free diplomacy. For one, the Japanese constitution contains provisions that
greatly restrain Japan’s use of force. For
example, Japan has no right to wage war.
However, the threat of North Korea, that
rogue nation that seems to disrupt the balance everywhere, looms on Japan.
We should all be able to recall from our
history textbooks that the only nuclear attacks on people in our history took place
in 1945 on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The
attacks were justified. The horrendous war
crimes that the Japanese had committed,
not to mention the American lives spared
because of Operation Olympic (the code
name given to the amphibious attack on Japan), render the civilian deaths worthwhile.
But should the same nation that lost
those innocent lives more than 60 years ago
now claim a prerogative to develop their
own nuclear arsenal? The Japanese already
use nuclear power for peaceful purposes.
The harsh reality of the matter is this: Japan

Daniel Ma,
Political Columnist

needs the United States to protect it, but if
tensions run too high with North Korea, the
land of the rising sun may think it necessary
to launch a preemptive strike against North
Korea for the defense of its own people.
A nuclear bomb on Tokyo could mean the
devastation of a metropolitan area of more
than 30 million people. There is no need to
remind Americans of the horrors a missile
attack on Hawaii or the West Coast would
bring. Therefore, we may need to build antiballistic missiles in cooperation with Japan.
However, friends are fickle, and Japan has
not always been loyal. After all, the Japanese
have their own policy to pursue as well. In
the past, our views in the international community have not always been alike. The economic war in the ‘90s made this clear. In a
situation in which Japanese defense policy
and American foreign policy do not align,
tying our hands down could be deadly.
As of right now, American relations with
every East Asian nation are ambivalent. We
need to maintain ties with China for economic and financial purposes. We also can’t
stomach many Chinese policies. We need
South Korea, but at the same time, it’s not
looking too great for us there either.
This is something we need to think about.
If Kim Jong Il blows up the world, I will
not be very happy. America needs Japan to
protect American interests overseas, as it is
doing. But once Japanese and American interests diverge, could East Asia ever become
another Middle East or South America?
Well, it is not likely, but it is scary to think
about Kim Jong Il as a major player in one
of the world’s most prosperous areas.
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A Loose Interpretation
Over two hundred years ago, a group
of respected, intelligent men who opposed
tyranny and dictatorship worked together
in the hope of creating a functional, democratic nation. “We must all hang together,”
said Benjamin Franklin, “or most assuredly
we shall all hang separately.” Compromises
were made, egos were put aside, and politics
took a backseat - all of this for progress.
However, the halls of political power back
then were not without differing opinions.
Alexander Hamilton wanted a strong federal
government, while Thomas Jefferson argued
heavily for states’ rights. Northern legislators
wanted a clause in the constitution abolishing slavery; Southern representatives did
not. Born from the heated debates were the
documents that would govern our nation.
Today, arguments of a different sort ring
out in the chambers of Congress. Though
questions remain on key issues such as regulation of gun control, and the presence of
God in the classroom, there is a controversy looming in the background: How must
the documents that govern our nation, the
words of our founding fathers, be interpreted to adequately deal with today’s important
issues? Herein lies what divides America’s
legislators and jurists in the 21st century.
Those with conservative tendencies argue
that a strict interpretation of the Constitution should be upheld. Our founding fathers
created a fully functional democracy with the
words they laid out. Therefore, if we continue to follow these constitutional statutes
without the slightest deviation, our democracy should only prosper and grow.
Though I understand the reasoning be-

Michael Yang,
Political Columnist

hind this line of thought, I believe that it is
inherently flawed. The problems and issues
that our nation faces today are very different from the ones it faced when the Constitution was written. Although our founding fathers were highly intelligent men, they
couldn’t possibly have predicted that two
hundred years after their time, controversial
issues such as abortion, same-sex marriages,
and affirmative action would divide America
into red states and blue states. All the founders could do was give future generations a
glimpse into their reasoning, as opposed to
providing direct opinions. James Madison
could tell us what he thought about separation of powers, but not much about the Patriot Act. Thomas Jefferson laid out his ideas
on basic unalienable rights, but we will never
know his stance on the issue of abortion.
Therefore, it is only by understanding
how our founding fathers thought and combining this knowledge with our reasoning capabilities, can we as a nation make intelligent
decisions about today’s most controversial
issues. Of course, there are many things in
the Constitution that should be followed
strictly. There should be no question of the
importance of checks and balances. The
minimum age restrictions for holding office
still apply today.
However, in many of the most controversial issues today, a strict interpretation of
the Constitution is inadequate. This document must be viewed as a living, breathing
collection of ideals, and must be interpreted
in the context of the current world. Only by
taking this course of action can we competently deal with the issues of today.

The Things We All Would Like to Say
Alex Kim, Opinion Columnist

The recent racist outburst by funny man
Michael Richards, known to many of us as
Kramer, showcases an underlying tension
of race relations that is still evident today.
Richards went on a screaming frenzy at the
Laugh Factory, using a racial slur against two
black men heckling him from the audience.
A long tour of apologies and regrets from
the suddenly repentant Richards ensued. He
admitted that what he said was done in poor
taste. Whether it comes up in humorous
stand-up routines or everyday actions, race is
a pervasive issue in all of our lives. We know
that all of our Native American friends get
into any college they wanted. We know that
56% of our student body takes their shoes
off as they enter their homes. We know that
our African-American friends have faster
patellar tendon reflexes in their knees. We
know this, and we know that, yet we are
often afraid to confront the issue head on.
I’m guilty of it too. I’m speaking in hushed
tones, tip-toe-ing around the issue, even as I
write about the matter. Rodney King’s eternal question comes to mind: “Why can’t we
all just get along?”
Even if it cannot easily be articulated, the
fact that we even have a “Mix-It-Up Day”
in our school suggests that there is some
kind of problem. The lunchtime event is an
ingenious idea so difficult to put into practice. Ah, self-segregation at its finest! That is
how our cafeterias, our dance floors, and our
lifestyles can be seen. Of course none of us
wears our insecurities on our shirts, and we
all seem to get along during the day. But dig a
little deeper and you might find that a lot of
your closest friends happen to be the same
race as you. If this isn’t the case for you,
that’s great. But if it is, let me tell you why.
If we choose to associate with birds of
the same feather, we can be sure that no racial issues will arise. There will be no tension. Human beings are naturally inclined to
generalize differences. This is how we learn
that triangles are different from squares. So
if I hang out exclusively with triangles, I can

be secure that no one will make remark upon
my angular, three-pointed self. Yet if I were
to throw a few squares and circles in the mix,
chaos would ensue. Let’s face it: we are all
different. That’s what diversity means. And
quite frankly, we are afraid to explore that diversity beyond what is necessary. So we stick
to ourselves in hopes of continuing our homogenous and safe lives and maintaining the
status quo without interruption.
It is sometimes more than apprehension of being faced with the unfamiliar that
stops us from embracing it – it is an aversion
rooted in our environment and upbringing.
Of course, parents, friends, and personal
experience play a large role. What about the
American frenzy for freedom? Often we
become so insecure about maintaining our
freedom and equality that we forget what being American really means.
It is also important to remember that advocating diversity does not mean suppressing individual beliefs. I’m outraged that I see
“X-mas” all over the place and not Christmas. I don’t want X-mas cards or X-mas
presents. I want my Christmas back, but everybody seems so caught up in the equality
of all religions. Last time I checked, reindeer,
Santa, and Christmas trees were never in the
Bible. Christmas is an American holiday, not
one belonging to a specific race or religion.
However, I am glad that the holidays bring
people together, because there are so many
things that drive us apart. It is time to stop
looking at our differences and appreciate our
similarities. We all enjoy good food and good
company. We can all heave a sigh of relief at
this holiday break. We would all like to stop
procrastinating as a resolution for the New
Year. And we all know that a good cup of
coffee and fresh clothes out of the dryer are
priceless commodities during the winter season. And who doesn’t enjoy hot cocoa on a
cold winter night? Hopefully, we can enjoy
all of our common idiosyncrasies together
as human beings, and not as people defined
by race.
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Hungry for Political Correctness
Americans no longer face hunger—they
merely experience “very low food security.”
Or so the government says. The United
States Agriculture Department’s annual report traditionally describes those who do
not have enough to eat as having “food insecurity with hunger.” This year, however,
based on a recommendation from the National Academies, those experiencing hunger
are described as having “very low food security.” The explanation given for this change
of wording is that “hunger” is not scientifically accurate, as it cannot be measured.
The use of a less alarming term in place
of the precedented “hunger” is a blatant,
attempted cover-up for the dire situation,
not an attempt to be scientifically accurate.
Three years ago, the Department of Agriculture asked the National Academies to
review the wording used in the yearly reports. This action reflects the priority given
to “scientific correctness” and “precise language” in this nation. However, was this
review entirely necessary? For those suffering daily from hunger, the wording of a report is a trivial matter. The issue of renaming hunger has caused greater controversy
than the situation itself. This should not be.
Hunger is not an issue confined to the
desolate mountain villages of Asia or the
poor nations of Africa. In the United States,
12% of the population—the equivalent of
35 million people—has difficulty putting
food on the table on a regular basis. 96%
of the people in this group reported skipping meals at one point or another because
they had run out of money. In as wealthy
of a country as America, the surprisingly
high percentage of hungry people (or rather,

people experiencing low food security) is
embarrassing. It is no wonder that the government replaced the word “hunger” with
a meaningless phrase. Hunger remains an
urgent issue, one that must not be played

leading the public into thinking that there
is no serious problem. The focus should
instead be on conveying the urgency of
the situation, so that hungry people can receive greater aid. The term “hunger” more
clearly expresses the very real problem
that millions face. Clear communication
should be placed above scientific wording.
Unfortunately, there has never been
enough public awareness regarding hunger in the United States. Few Americans
are aware that the level of food insecurity
is steadily rising in the U.S.; the number
has increased by three million households since 1994. By renaming hunger,
there will be even more ignorance of
this problem. While hunger awareness
campaigns are taking place, removing
the term “hunger” from national reports
counteracts these efforts. The public
must be informed about the situation in
order to spur a change for the positive.
The terminology relating to hunger must
not take away from the overall picture. The
Agriculture Department should not claim
“scientific correctness” to justify a change
in wording that waters down the real situation. The term “very low food security”
Millions of people, like this woman, does not fully represent the appalling situsuffer from hunger around the nation. ation that these people face everyday. If
hunger is eliminated due to supposed scidown by the use of clever terminology. entific accuracy, then what will be renamed
It seems as though scientific terminology next? Will poverty be considered “very low
is more important than getting the message monetary sources”? Will war be a period of
across. When told that millions of people “very low peace levels”? The issue of “scienin the United States experience “very low tific correctness” is a roadblock on the path
food security,” most people would respond, of change, hindering awareness, aid, and
“so what?” Using a long, vague phrase takes action, and distracting from the real issue.
away from the real issue of hunger, misAngela Wang, freshman

New York City officials have announced
their plans to try to drastically reduce the
amount of trans fatty acids consumed by
limiting restaurants to only half a gram of
these fats per serving. This proposal was
made in hopes of controlling obesity and
improving the nutrition and health of New
York City’s citizens. Trans fatty acids, more
commonly known as trans fats, are naturally
occurring unsaturated fats that are now created industrially as a byproduct of the partial
hydrogenation of plant oils. In addition to a
considerable limit on trans fats, restaurants
would also be required to list the caloric content and nutritional value of all the food offered at their establishments.
Though the government may have the people’s health and best interests in mind, there
are other routes that can be taken by these
officials that do not infringe on the freedoms of the restaurants and the people eating in them. What people can and cannot eat
is their right to decide. It should certainly not
be the government’s decision. Keeping the
public well informed about the dangers of
consuming these trans fats and the complications of obesity should be the most control the government is allowed over the diets
of the public. By imposing these reductions,
officials are crossing the fine line between
guiding the people to healthy decisions and
having almost complete control over a decision that should not be theirs.
Besides taking
away the individual freedoms
of the customers,
these restrictions
also step on the
rights of the
owners
of
these restaurants throughout the city. Why should
the government suddenly have the authority
over the businesses that these owners invested their time and money into? One of the
privileges of managing a private business is
being in control of all decisions, including

what to serve within the restaurant’s walls.
The owners depend on the profits of these
restaurants to support themselves and their
families. Trans fats are cheaper than traditional animals fats, and food manufacturers
and servers prefer them for their increased
shelf life and reduced need for refrigeration. Still, there is no argument that trans
fats are not a necessity, nor is there contention that trans fats increase the risk of heart
disease with no benefit unto
themselves.
However,
why should control that
rightfully belongs to
business owners
be handed over
to the government? Would
shutting down
a
restaurant
whose dishes
are typically high
in fat truly make
strides in creating a
healthier population? It
should be the restaurant’s
prerogative to decide whether or
not they want to modify their menus
and improve the nutritional value of
the items they offer.
If the government is concerned
with keeping everyone
healthier, it should

NYC Trans Fat Ban Is Unhealthy for Everyone

consider requiring all restaurants to indicate which foods on their menus contain
trans fats and in what amounts. This would
provide healthy options for people who prefer them while still allowing restaurants to
keep serving what they want. Listing nutri-

tional and caloric values on menus is a fair
attempt to keep the public healthier. Each
individual could then decide for himself
whether or not he wanted to eat a certain
meal after viewing its trans fats content.
Recently, trans fat restrictions have been
made in an attempt to reduce obesity and
unhealthy
eating habits. Although
these plans to
drastically cut down
trans fat allowance in New
York City
restaurants are
only
proposals, it is important that the
public voices
its
opinion
to the government. There
are ways to
maintain a
healthier
population without
handing over
our freedom of
choice. Educating
the public about the
dangers of excess trans
fat
con-

sumption and offering healthier meal choices would wind up being far more effective
than forcing such decisions upon individuals. If the government works with these restaurants and the public before making unfair
requirements, we can have a healthier population without sacrificing personal freedoms
that are part of the foundation of America.
Christina Serednicki, junior
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YouTube.com: Haven
for Free Expression
In the past decade, there have been many
new inventions that have changed the way
people gain entertainment. One of these
innovations is the website YouTube.com.
In 2006, TIME magazine named it the
Invention of the Year for its ingenious
but simple concept of self-broadcasting.
YouTube.com allows anyone to upload,
view, and share video clips that can be up
to ten minutes long. People all over the
world log on to Youtube.com and upload their favorite television shows, music
videos, home videos, movie trailers, and
other such video clips. Viewers have the
ability to rate and comment on videos.
Some argue that the popular site does
not deserve many of the praises it has received because of some of the offensive
videos people have uploaded. However,
many believe that this site is revolutionary because it lets people connect to each
other through the art of expression. A
person living in America can enjoy a short
film directed by another person across the
Atlantic Ocean in Spain, who can rate and
review a commercial shared by a Japanese
user. The possibilities for globe-crossing
links are endless with YouTube.
YouTube.com allows anyone to broadcast whatever they choose. The loose
rules of this website have allowed several
nobodies to transform into celebrities
and television stars. In addition, television
pilots can gain an idea of their popularity
through YouTube. Several movies have
even begun advertising by posting trailers
on YouTube. The beauty of this website
is that it lets people view a variety of videos, including classic childhood television
programs that have since been discontinued. The primary downside of the site,
however, is that the public and free posting of some videos violates the copyright
law of the United States. However, with
the ten-minute restriction on videos, television shows and movies are protected
from pirating or illegal copying. There are
also monitors available who enforce the
YouTube.com regulations and prevent
videos in violation of the rules from being distributed. This leaves viewers entertained and movie and television producers
satisfied. Alice Lee [10] said, “YouTube is
my replacement for television, since it’s
more convenient.” The availability of
television shows and the added convenience is perfect for anyone who is busy
or has little time to relax and adjust his or
her schedule to fit in a favorite television
program. Additionally, as a democratic
media, Youtube.com allows everyone an
equal opportunity to spread their ideas or
opinions. Making videos is a form of art
that expresses thoughts that may not be
expressable in words. Further, film-making is a common hobby, popular among
people of all ages. Armed with video
cameras, teenagers can record events that
take place in and out of school, and even
write and direct a film.
With the rapid spread of technology, inventors are trying to make the best out of
the advancements they have made. YouTube.com has already changed the world
with the newborn television stars it has
created and the spread of opinions it has
facilitated, even though it only started in
February of 2005. Most teenagers agree
that this website can cure tedious hours
of boredom on a Saturday night and is
a delightful break from hours of work.
Its entertaining and witty videos allow
viewers to understand the wide range of
people in the world. With YouTube’s accessibility, everyone can upload a favorite
video and share a good laugh.
Tara Nadkarni, sophomore
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Why We Wait in
Line, When We
Can Wait for Later
The idea of waiting in line is misjudged
by many. Is it really worth it to wait in line
for an inordinate amount of time just to
receive material possessions the instant
they are set on the shelves? Every year
the day after Thanksgiving, millions of
stores nationwide reduce the prices on
items for the holiday season in an effort
to get the working family back into a buying frenzy. By heavily depreciating prices
on “hot” items, stores grab the attention
of the public and pull them to buy more.
Stores make millions off this “get-rich
quick scheme.” But as economics go, as
demand rises, supply falls and vice versa.
Limited quantities of “hot items” spur
the public into waiting in long lines the
night before the store opens. But is waiting in line, outside the store, overnight in
the freezing cold, just to get a discount on
an item really worth it? While some argue
faithfully, coupons at hand, it is others
who ridicule the entire system.
With many new electronic eye candies
making their debut, such as the remodeled ipod minis, the Wii, the PS3, some
find these godly gifts fit to tackle another
for. The proponents believe that camping
in line for eight hours outside, just to save
20 (or maybe even 200) dollars is worth
it because they are naturally frugul. Milan
Patel, a junior, says, “They [Corporations]
make Black Friday seem like the biggest
thing of the year, even though sales like
that happen at other times during the
year. They make customers believe Black
Friday is an amazing deal for the customers when it’s just a boost for the companies. But the idea of saving more money
than usual consumes the customer.” It’s
the hype of it all that brings the masses
into such a frenzy. Some of these “geeks”
just wait in line for the thrill of it. “It’s a
momentous occasion,” Milan goes on to
say, “but I would never do it.”
Others, however, are apathetic. Vanil
Pandya, another junior, says, “I don’t
know the first thing about shopping
so it really isn’t worth my while to wait
for hours just to buy unnecessary things
when I could be doing something else
more important at home.” He continues
to say, “I mean ... it’s understandable that
people want to save money so they wait ...
I’m just saying that I wouldn’t be one of
those people.” He concludes with a blunt
statement, “Money just isn’t as important
as time.” This could be true and could be
the reason why many people stay at home
instead of rushing out at midnight to wait
in line for a store to open.
What it really comes down to is whether one is willing to hold his or her ground
during struggle with Mother Nature’s
temptations and race with his neighboring
competitors to the front doors of stores.
The real prize secondary to the tangible
gifts is the thrill that accompanies winning the prize. Getting the item becomes
something earned, something that compensates for frost bitten fingers. Think
about it, the five or six hours you sacrifice
to get hold of something you want most
likely will take five or six weeks if you wait
on your behind, hoping for a less frenzied
sale or waiting to earn the extra bucks
you need. While the thrill, the monetary
savings, and the hot item acquisition are
all valid reasons to wait in line, is it really
worth it? Once again, the public is divided, but in the end, it’s your choice; for me,
the only thing that would hold me back is
an empty wallet.
Varun Mohan

A New Conscription
The Armed Forces of the United States
boasts a force of about 1.4 million active duty
personnel. In times of peace, this amount is
adequate enough to effectively protect U.S.
domestic and foreign interests. If the United
States was engaged in a war that required
more soldiers, the Army Reserves would
be called upon. However, in the midst of a
major conflict, the United States requires an
even greater number of soldiers and thus, it
may be necessary to institute a military draft.
It has always transmitted fear and anxiety
through the minds of countless Americans.
In times of large or long lasting wars,
Congress has employed this policy in
order to raise an army. A recent example of when conscription was used is
Vietnam. The draft ignited a strong, vitriolic outcry from the public, which
divided our nation in the middle
of an international crisis.
In today’s society, war is inevitable. It seems that every time we
turn our back, the United States
has sent troops somewhere in the
world to fight the war on terrorism
or help some underprivileged country during a crisis. These excursions
all require soldiers. In recent years,
fewer young people have chosen the
army as their career path, and as a
result, the once formidable United States military is shrinking.
Essentially, soldiers have become a commodity that even
the richest nation in the world
cannot afford.
As enrollment in the military declines alarmingly and as we continue to pursue military ambitions around the
globe, it has become foreseeable to imagine
that we will run out of a sufficient number of
troops. Conscription then becomes the only
method left to once again raise a formidable
army. Nevertheless, a draft in the twenty first
century would differ greatly from those held
for the World Wars and Vietnam during the

last century. Modern society is quite intricate
and thus, a military draft would need to have
specific requirements if it wanted to have
any hopes at all of succeeding.
The United States has not used conscription since 1973. However, the Selective Service System, the set of laws that govern military drafts, remains a contingency, should a
draft be reinitiated. This current system is
forty years old and needs to be overhauled.
The primary change needed is that draftees
must be guaranteed their jobs back when
they return home from war. They should
also be paid for their service to the military, just like regular soldiers. My second
concern is their age. Currently, any male
between the ages of nineteen to
twenty five is eligible to be drafted. I would amend the age requirement so that only those between
ages twenty one and twenty five
can be called to duty.
At nineteen the boys are in a
pivotal stage of their lives, and
are neither children nor independent adults. For the first time, they
are learning to live independently
and keep their lives in tact. People
at this young age have not matured
completely, and still have so much
to learn before they go away from
home. Some may still have a
child’s conscience, which would
be problematic in the military.
It would be in the best interest of both parties involved
to wait another few years
before becoming eligible
for conscription.
Besides these issues, the Selective Service
System’s restriction of only drafting males
seems unfair. Women have long fought for
equal rights between the two genders. Despite the ongoing war in Iraq, females are
not permitted to be drafted. This is clearly
gender discrimination. Essentially, I believe
equal civil rights for females obligate females
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to equal civil responsibilities. Today, many
women are part of America’s all-volunteer
military. It is not as if females cannot fight in
war; the problem is that this nation abides by
orthodox ideals that are severely outdated.
However, there should be a myriad of
reasons that allow for exemption. Those enrolled in any school or course should be excused. These younger years are crucial years
of one’s life, and they should definitely not
be disturbed by the thought of going to war.
Moreover, people who have a serious illness
or an immediate family member with one
should be spared from war. If the military
would cause hardship to one’s dependents,
they too should be off the hook. Finally,
serious criminals should not be drafted, as
their loyalty to the army is a major question. During the World Wars and Vietnam,
the draft was not a completely fair process.
Frequently, people were relieved of military
duty for inconsequential reasons. This is
one of the many problems that I hope could
be fixed by such regulations.
In the past, the public met the draft with
qualms, trepidation, and fear. As always, the
media fostered this attitude, as they discuss
military drafts with pessimism and disapproval. In effect, conscription has always been a
controversial issue in the United States and
it always will be. With no news of the situation in Iraq improving, we are going to keep
needing more troops. In addition, reports
voice concern that the military is having a
difficult time meeting its recruitment goals
with only qualified volunteers. The question
has emerged over whether or not the United States will readopt a policy of conscription. At this time, it seems apparent that we
have no idea how to vacate Iraq. The United
States is stuck with the mess that it created,
and if it continues upon the path our President has locked us into, we will eventually be
forced to reinstate the draft.
Mihir Ghandi

When Wiki was Wrong...
There’s no feeling worse than getting a paper back with a grade on that is it lower than
what you expected. You hand in the paper,
happy and relieved that the burden is over,
and think that with all the effort you put in
it, the must be a good outcome. However,
when the case isn’t so, it leads a person to
wonder. Some people are discouraged that
their effort went down the drain; others turn
antagonistic towards the grader. Still there
are others who because of that experience,
give up on ever putting in as much effort,
believing that the outcome will be the same.
But rarely does anyone try to find the source
of the error- why did he get the grade they
did? What was the cause when the grammar
was actually flawless and topic was intriguing? The answer is material. Research. A
paper is only as good as it is true.
Anyone can make a paper fancier,
by putting in tidbits that decorate the
cake, but incorporating that with, absolute fact, now THAT is a cake even J-Lo
would buy. But where can a person get
the information necessary? Instinct would
say books. Books are never wrong. How
are they? So a trip to the library would most
likely get you what you need and then some.
But the reality is that no one has the time to
pour over books, copy everything down, and
then rewriting it. No, kids these days take the
shortcut- hey, who can blame them? - and
use the internet. And what’s the most common source? Wikipedia.
See, everyone knows it’s open to the public, but yet no one really grasps the concept.
Maybe it’s because we’re lazy, and see it as a
quick resource, and don’t bother researching
from other websites. However it’s also be-

cause Wikipedia is written in an impressive
manner. For example, type in “chemistry”
and see what you get. Ornamental formulas that soundlike something teachers would
say appear on the page. But how true is it?
Anyone can type in chemical formulas, and
anyone can make up a name. We go in, assuming the site is flawless, and come out
satisfied with the information provided, expecting the teacher will be pleased. Without
looking or thinking about other sources, we
immediately accept the information

Sometimes people get lucky and sometimes the person who wrote the Wikipedia
blog is right. Sometimes the person who
wrote the page knew what they were talking about and so information is reliable.
But then there are times when the author
is about as clueless as you are. Often if the
topic researched is difficult and no other site
deals with it, you have no choice but to abide

by what it says. Isn’t there a saying, “Two
heads are better than one.” Isn’t it true, that
if two people work on a project, it is better
than one slaving away and allowing their obstinacy to get in the way?
Some apply this to Wikipedia. Because everyone can put their two cents in, the site is
argued to be a wealth of knowledge. If everyone contributes their ideas, isn’t the outcome supposed to be augmented in quality?
However, answer this question: what about
the negative input? Parallel to Newton’s
philosophy, if there’s an up, there must be
a down. When people view Wikipedia, they
immediately think of the good, but never
the bad. Well, ‘bad’ isn’t necessarily a fair way
to put it, because at least Wikipedia has the
sense to censor out ludicrous information.
To put it fairly, not everything that goes in
Wikipedia is suitable for research. It may
be presented in a way that seems fit but
because not everyone takes the time to
think logically, the information provided
could be the downfall of a great paper.
You can use the site for help, but don’t
rely completely on it. A person must have
a second reference, another source to back
it up. If more than one site says the same
thing, then chances are the information isn’t
wrong. I have to say, Wikipedia is worded in a
very friendly manner. It explains ideas clearly,
and if one uses logic over dependence, then
Wikipedia can be a friendly companion. The
point is not to turn against Wikipedia, but to
be cautious by knowing what you read and
writing what you know.
Charlene Lee
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Students enjoy spaghetti and Shoppers go wild on Black Friday
meatballs with a dash of music
dent waiters and waitresses served
drinks and fresh green salads with
dinner rolls to everyone watching
the cabaret.
The members of the Chamber
Choir performed afterwards with
a Spanish piece by K. Lange called
Esto Les Digo and an English song
Sing We Enchanted. By this time,
homemade spaghetti and meatballs made by the Choir Orchestra
Parents Association (COPA) were
served. As everyone enjoyed their
dinner, individual talents came
into the limelight with solo performances. Junior Christine Park lovingly sang “Popular” from Wicked
and Sophomore Amy Winograd
took the stage next with her own
remarkable performance. Choir
co-presidents Junior Jennifer Wang
and Senior Linda Linford finished
off by beautifully singing a duet to
“In His Eyes”.
The guests relished a wide array
of desserts, ranging from homemade cookies to cakes, served
by the waiters as the choir pieces
drew to a close. Next in the program was a small string ensemble

arranged with two representatives
for all string instruments (violin,
viola, cello, and bases) played music in the backdrop of a featured
solo guitarist.
The night concluded as several
JP Stevens alumni joined the Acappella Choir to perform “My Soul’s
been Anchored” in the finale.
When asked about her feelings on
Spaghetti Dinner, junior Christine
Park said, “Spaghetti Dinner was
great because of the great turnout
and exceptional performances by
everyone.” Much of the success
of this year’s Spaghetti Dinner are
attributed to all the effort and collaboration of the music students,
the teachers, Mr. Brian Verdi and
Mrs. Diane Wions, COPA parents,
and of course, to all the people
who came to support the two music organizations. Junior Amy Kao
said, “The dinner was very successful because there were actually
people from other schools! It was
one of the best spaghetti dinners
yet.” The Spaghetti Dinner was a
great way to entertain people with
food and fun.

ally and ethnically varied schools
in the state of New Jersey, and is
a great example of how students
of different ethnicities can interact in a school environment. The
whole junior class of the Bronx
International High School visited
our school for a day. Each student
was paired up with a student from
JP Stevens, and followed them
throughout the day. The Bronx
International students attended all
the classes of their JP Stevens partner, and experienced a typical day
as a student at our high school.
At the end of the day, both JP
Stevens students, as well as the
Bronx High School students enjoyed the day. Many of the Bronx
kids told their teachers and principal that they really enjoyed spending the day at a school in Edison,
and becoming a part of the school

for a day. They learned a great
deal from this experience, and so
did many students in our school
as well. Junior Mukund Bangalore said, “The ‘shadow’ program
was very interesting. This one kid
from the Bronx International High
School visited my Spanish class.
He knew better Spanish than any
one of us did, and he talked so
fluently with my Spanish teacher.
He also told us about himself and
his culture, which was really cool.”
Students who volunteered to be
the students who the Bronx kids
“shadowed” also had great things
to say about the program. Junior
Lixuan Zeng, one of the volunteers, said she learned a lot from
the program. “My partner told me
a lot about her school and her culture. I learned a lot about how her
life is. It was a lot of fun to talk to

the second the doors open. The
day is no easier for the customers
As the last morsel of turkey is themselves, who must wake up as
devoured on Thanksgiving Day, early as 4:30 in the morning to enour thankful spirits give way to the sure that they get into their favorholiday spirit. Black Friday, the day ite stores first and have access to
immediately after Thanksgiving, the best items and the best deals.
marks the beginning of the most It is common to find a swarm of
wonderful time of the year with avid shoppers waiting eagerly outparties for hosting, marshmallows side a shopping center before the
for toasting, and
sun has even
caroling out in
risen. Most
the snow. Why
stores open
then, does the
earlier than
name of this
usual to give
day have such a
consumers
negative connomore time
tation when it is
to shop until
supposed to be a
they drop.
festive occasion?
Interestingly
Most people
enough,
agree that the Seniors George Xing and even though
term “Black Fri- Jay Sangani wait in line in Black Friday” is a refer- the cold outside Staples. day is the
ence to the tushopping
multuous events of Black Tuesday, day of the year with the greatthe terrible day in 1929 when the est number of customers, the day
stock market crashed and plunged with the most items sold has conthe United States into the Great sistently been the Saturday before
Depression. Black Friday has al- Christmas. Senior Jay Sangani said,
ways been a very hectic day for re- “Standing in line was not fun, but
tailers because of the tidal wave of the rewards and benefits of getting
customers who flood into the store cheap merchandise was well worth
the wait in the cold.”
Some controversy has arisen
over Black Friday because some
someone who I usually don’t speak websites have been known to leak
to, and I was able to make a new out Black Friday retail prices via
friend,” she said.
the Internet before the retailers
The “Shadow” program turned officially announce the prices. Walout to be a great success in the end. Mart, Best Buy, and Macy’s have
JP Stevens welcomed the Bronx been victims of such premature
International High School students price reports, and assert that their
with open arms, and the students prices are intellectual property proenjoyed the experience. The pro- tected under the Digital Millennium
gram was able to make JP Stevens Copyright Act. These assertions
students, as well as Bronx Interna- stems from their apprehension
tional students, aware of the differ- that competing stores will gain acent cultures and lives that people cess to their price information and
from different places live. It was thus gain an unfair retail advantage.
an eye-opening program for many. There are activists who fear that
JP Stevens, as a school, should the abundant shopping sprees on
be proud to host such a wonder- Black Friday are a telltale sign that
ful and educational event. Hope- consumers are becoming much too
fully, the “Shadow” program will powerful and influential. For these
continue to take place for years to activists, Black Friday is known as
come, and will continue to educate “Buy-Nothing Day” because they
students about different cultures in avoid purchasing any products for
an exciting and interactive way.
those twenty-four hours.

land Security, this ban was lifted.
Tougher airport screenings were
put into place and new
policies were issued, such as
the Weste r n

Security will require all citizens of
the United States, Canada, Mexico,
and Bermuda to present a
passport in order
to enter the
United
States

Hemisp h er e
Travel Initiative and the Visa
Waiver Program.
Beginning on January 23, the
U.S. Department of Homeland

when
arriving by
air from any
part of the Western Hemisphere. This new
rule, called the Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative (WHTI),

William Wang

Ishani Sharma

The delicious aroma of fresh
spaghetti and meatballs permeated the air as harmonious sounds
of the orchestra and the beautiful
voices of the choir reached the
ears of the guests. The first ever
Spaghetti Dinner was hosted by the
JP Stevens Orchestra and Choir in
the school cafeteria on the night of
October 26.
By far, it was the largest event
hosted by the Choir and Orchestra;
more than 450 people attended the
dinner that night! All the tables set
up in the cafeteria were completely
filled as supportive families and
friends joined the music department to enjoy the feast. The night
started at 6 PM with the Chamber
Orchestra playing first Albinoni’s
Adagio and transitioning into Vivaldi’s Winter in all three movements.
The serene mood was lightened as
the orchestra played Beatles’ arrangements, which consisted of famous songs like Eleanor Rigby and
Yesterday from the 1960’s. While
the guests listened, volunteer stu-

Bronx students discover a whirlwind of diversity
Kanika Chandra
On November 20, the International Club, the African-American
Heritage Club, and the Hawks Club
sponsored a unique program at JP
Stevens. For the first time ever,
the “Shadow” program was held
in our school. Many of you may
have been wondering why there
were so many random “new” kids
in the school who you had never
seen before. Some of them may
have even been in some of your
classes, but you didn’t know who
they were or why they were there.
Well, the International Club of JP
Stevens invited students from the
Bronx International High School
to spend the day with students
from JP Stevens. The experience
was beneficial not only to students
of the Bronx High School, but also
for all of us here at JP Stevens.
The “Shadow” program was
held in an effort to show students
from the Bronx International High
School how it is to be a student at a
diverse American high school such
as JP Stevens. The Bronx International High School is very different
from JP Stevens. Students in grades
9-12 attend the school, and there
are about sixty students per grade.
Most, if not all, of the students are
immigrants from foreign countries.
Therefore, most of them are ESL
students as well, and come to the
school to learn English and adapt
to American life. Many of the students who attend the school speak
Spanish. The Bronx International
High School holds ESL classes to
help the students improve their
English. In addition, the school
holds many of the same classes as
most high schools—math, science,
history, and English.
The International Club decided
to host the “Shadow” program so
that each student from the Bronx
International High School was
able to see what a culturally diverse school in America is like. JP
Stevens is one of the most cultur-

US issues preventive measures on the homefront
Archana Babu
Because of the alleged terrorist
plot that was uncovered at London’s Heathrow Airport involving
flights from Britain to the United
States, the Homeland Security office raised the threat level for all
commercial flights in the US. At the
time, the Homeland Security Department briefly raised the threat
level to “red,” the highest level, for
flights bound to the United States
from Britain. Before their attempt
was foiled, the London terrorists
were planning to carry explosives
onto ten planes bound for the
United States through soft drinks.
These drinks contained liquids
that would have an explosive reaction when mixed with each other.
Luckily, the terrorists were caught
before they boarded the plane. Because of this threat, all liquids, such
as bottled water, cologne, contact
lens solution, lotion and hair gel,
were banned from US aircrafts as
a security measure. Later, however,
due to the new policies of Home-

calls for each citizen to have a document which establishes his/her
identity and nationality in order to
enter or re-enter the United States.
Department of Homeland Security Secretary, Michael Chertoff,
explains, “This initiative strengthens our border security by designating verifiable secure documents
that may be used at our air ports
of entry.” The WHTI prevents
people from entering the nation
with fraud identities and prevents
any terrorists or threats they may
bring.
The challenge of this, however,
is to examine the documents of
individual travelers without significantly slowing down the processing
time for admission into the United
States. An officer needs to assess
the authenticity of each and every
birth certificate and license, regardless of when or where it was issued.
This is very time consuming, and

HOMELAND SECURITY
Continued on Page 15
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A Democratic Agenda for America
Mihir Gandhi

Every November, much excitement and tension engulfs the United States as the annual elections are
held. This year was an important
one for the nation, as the political
spectrum of the country changed
significantly. Democrats sustained
their rampant surge as they posted
big gains across the board, taking
control of Congress and Governor’s offices. Republicans, on the
other hand, suffered staggering
losses that will limit their influence
and power in government.
Every two years, a third of the
seats are up for election. This year,
it included fifteen Republicans,
seventeen Democrats, and the lone
Independent. Before the election,
Republicans controlled the majority of the government. In the Senate, they held a 55-44 advantage. In
a stunning display of strength, the
Democrats defeated six Republican incumbents: Rick Santorum
of Pennsylvania, Mike DeWine of
Ohio, Lincoln Chafee of Rhode
Island, Jim Talent of Missouri,
Conrad Burns of Montana, and
George Allen of Virginia.
In the House of Representa-

tives, Republicans had held a 229201 advantage, with one Independent and four vacancies. This year,
all 435 seats were up for election.
The Democrats, who had not been
in control of the House since 1994,
needed to gain fifteen seats in order to end the Republican majority.
By early morning on November 8,
in became clear the Democrats had
taken the House as well. Republican
incumbents across the nation were
defeated, as Democrats picked up
more than two dozen Republicanheld House seats without losing
any of their own. At the conclusion
of the election, the Democrats led
the Republicans 234-201.
In the gubernatorial races,
Democrats gained seven states
and now control the majority nationwide. Key races included New
York, Ohio, and Massachusetts. Attorney General Elliot Spitzer was
elected for the first time in New
York, where former Governor
George Pataki chose not to run for
a fourth term. Deval Patrick will
become the second African American governor in Massachusetts
state history after a gritty campaign
against Kerry Healey. In California, actor Arnold Schwarzenegger

was reelected as Governor without
any difficulty.
In general, the Republicans tried
to focus more on local issues and
terrorism rather than the controversial Iraq War. George Bush used
the fifth anniversary of attacks of
the September 11 attacks to elevate
his party’s standing whilst depicting
the Democrats as weak in fighting
terrorism. In contrast, Democrats
profusely attacked Republicans by
way of the deteriorating situation
in Iraq while focusing more on
problems at the national level, including the economy and corruption.
In the end, frustration with the
current administration and Republican dominated Federal government led to the Democrats triumph. Voters’ minds were greatly
swayed by Bush, the Iraq War, and
congressional corruption, as these
all badly hurt the Republicans. According to a national exit poll, four
in ten people said corruption, the
economy, and the Iraq War greatly
influenced their ballot decisions.
But most importantly, history
has been made. With the Democrat victory also comes Speaker of
the House-elect Nancy Pelosi of

California. Once Pelosi is
formally sworn in when
Congress
reassembles
in January 2007, she will
become the first female
Speaker to lead a major political party in the
United States.
“Today the American
people voted for change
and they voted for Democrats to take our country
in a new direction, and
that is exactly what we
intend to do,” said Pelosi
proudly. “The American Speaker of the House-elect Nanpresents an
agenda
people voted for a new cy Pelosi
for
the
new
democratic
congress.
direction to restore civility and bipartisanship in Washing- ing security at home and abroad,
ton, D.C., and Democrats promise securing the nation’s borders, augto work together in a bipartisan menting the minimum wage, and
way for all Americans.”
ending American dependence on
Prior to the elections, Demo- foreign oil.
crats promised to execute a specific
At JP Stevens students voiced
agenda if they obtain congressio- their opinions. Senior Jay Sangani
nal majorities after the midterm said, “Although I believe that the
elections. This plan, known as ei- Dems will bring change to the legther the “Six for 06 Agenda” or islative branch, I feel that the GOP
“A New Direction for America,” is best for national defense.” Dememphasizes copious methods to ocrats plan to address these issues
conceive a better America for both during the first one hundred hours
the government and its people. of their power in January 2007. Let
Major aspects include the increas- us wait and find out.

Turmoil brings Iraq to the HOMECOMING, continued from front page
brink of civil war
Shannon Pan
On November 23, Sunni extremists coordinated five car bombings
(three by suicide bombers, two by
pre-planted cars) and fired rounds
of mortars into Baghdad’s largest Shiite suburb, Sadr City. Black
smoke hung low over the blood
smeared streets while abandoned
sidewalks were piled with charred
remains of cars, buildings, and human bodies. This dramatic attack
killed 202 bystanders and wounded
at least 252 civilians. A Shiite combat sent ten shells of mortar in response into one of Sunni Muslim’s
holiest shrines in Baghdad, while
eight more rounds were fired into
local offices. This retaliation not
only damaged the Abu Hanifa
Mosque, but also set numerous
houses on fire, claiming one civilian life. This attack on Sadr City
is the deadliest attack since the
invasion of Iraq in 2003 and has
caused grief stricken mourners to
swarm the streets in the morning,
chanting along side a sixteen casket funeral procession. President
George W. Bush now plans to visit
the area during the upcoming week
to discuss the dangerous security
breaches with the current Iraqi
Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki.
In response to the string of violent attacks, the Iraqi government
has imposed a strict curfew on the
city and has shut down major airports in the area. The Ministry of
Transportation has also shut down
main financial outlets in the Persian
Gulf area to avoid further possible security breaches. An appeal
for ceasefire aired on the Iraqi national news channel after the leader
of the Shiite, Sunni, and Kurdish
communities gathered for a make
shift meeting with the United
States Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzas. Khalilzas claimed the United
States had nothing to do with ap-

peasement, but acted merely as a
mediator in the gathering.
The Sadr City suburb is a
stronghold of the Mahdi Army
militia of the radical anti- American cleric Muqtada al-Sadr. In a
rushed television statement, alSadr blamed the United States
for causing the strife and urged
his followers to end the U.S. “oppression” over Iraq through what
ever means possible. Prime Minister al-Maliki, a Shiite, also went on
TV to the calm the escalated emotions. But instead of blaming the
United States for the “sudden aggression,” he blamed the followers
of Saddam Hussein for the attacks
on Sadr City. The ongoing war between the Shiites and Sunnis has
caused Iraq to go through unparalleled atrocities. 3,709 Iraqi civilians
were reported killed in the month
of October alone.
Surprisingly, the Sadr City
bloodshed occurred just moments
after U.S. military and Iraqi forces
stopped an attack carried out by
thirty masked Sunni gunmen on
one of the local ministries. The
gunmen tried to storm a Shiite
dominated ministry a mile west of
the city before U.S. forces went in
and intervened. Seven Iraqi guards
were wounded.
A total number of 233 Iraqis
died on Thanksgiving, raising the
total number of civilian deaths to
3,405. 52 US marines died in the
month of November, raising the
military fatalities to 2,937 deaths.
The increase in sectarian violence
and insurgency has taken a toll on
the war approval and President
Bush’s overall job approval rating,
down to 34 percent. Any plans
for a troop withdrawal have been
foiled. America’s responsibilities to
Iraq will require further resources
and a commitment of manpower
to prevent further escalation of
violence and civil war.

and fun event was for socializing cil members set up an arch for mingling with other students, dancand dancing with friends or to rally which the king and queen would ing the night away, or just relaxing
support for the school and other be crowned. Each homecoming with friends, but also, a chance to
classmates, each student
win Battle of the Classes
found the night worthwhile.
points. About two hours
Of course, the centers of
into the dance, the DJ
attention, the homecoming
asked student council
candidates, were also able to
class officers to retrieve
grab a place in the spotlight
and hold up their correonce the dance began. In the
sponding class posters.
middle of dancing, the DJ
Then, the faculty memsuddenly asked the students
bers chaperoning the
to back up and create a space
dance judged the postfor the front of the room.
ers. After much conThen, each pair walked out
templation and considwaving to the surrounding
eration from the faculty,
crowd as the DJ called them The homecoming court enjoys a night the decision was made.
out. The pairs were seniors of music, dance, and fun with friends. The junior class received
Reema Shah and Samip Joshi,
first place, the sophoTiffany Peng and Casey Goldstein, queen and king candidate was es- mores second, the freshman third,
Lindsay Freeman and Christopher corted by his/her parents and/or and the senior class last.
Buchok, Brittany Mullings and siblings. The female candidates
With a well-coordinated and
Chris Park, Marissa Sutherland and stood to one side of the arch while creative theme, tables of tasty
Sergio Freitas, and Alex Traub and the male candidates stood to the snacks and refreshments, and fast
Greg Sica. The couples lined up in other side. In a tense moment, the fun music to move to, this year’s
the front of the room and strolled winners were announced: Lindsay homecoming dance may have
around the café.
Freeman was crowned Homecom- been the most successful one for
The following day, the home- ing Queen and Christ Buchok was student council in years. The night
coming court was again presented crowned the Homecoming King.
was an entertaining and worthwhile
during the Homecoming Game.
At homecoming, the events that time for students to start off their
During halftime, student coun- occurred were not just limited to Thanksgiving weekend.

Cosmonaut launches gold-plated golf ball into orbit
Shabnum Gulati
Suspended 220 miles above the
surface of the Earth, cosmonaut
Mikhail Tyurin made golf history
on the eve of Thanksgiving. On
November 22 at approximately
7:57 pm (eastern standard time)
aboard the International Space
Station (ISS), two astronauts struggled to launch a tiny ball into space
with the hope of obtaining big results. Russian born Tyurin was accompanied by American astronaut
Michael Lopez-Allegria. The two
embarked on a mission with an
extraordinary objective: to launch
a golf ball into space. Although
unorthodox, this unique approach
seems to have succeeded in the
task of creating the smallest satel-

lite feeding data back to Earth.
The entire venture was a Russian
undertaking to raise money for its
space agency. The Russian agency
struck a deal with a Canadian corporation, Element 21 Golf Company which created the gold-plated
ball used in the endeavor. Not only
was the ball gold-plated, but it was
a trademarked design, an Element
21 Scandium 5-iron. However, the
task set before Tyurin and LopezAllegria was by no means an easy
one. A malfunction in Tyurin’s
Russian designed cooling spacesuit
reduced much needed carbon-dioxide absorption in 300-degree
Fahrenheit temperatures.
Tyurin struggled for about sixteen minutes to secure the shot-off
ladder that would be needed to get

to the platform on which the tee
rested. Together Tyurin and Lopez-Allegria battled zero gravity,
complicating the aspect of getting
into the right position for a swing.
Both men struggled to position the
tee accurately upon the platform.
At last, Tyurin found himself in
a position appropriate for the big
swing. Pulling his right arm backwards, the cosmonaut took an almighty one-handed swipe, slicing
the empty space air and setting the
golf ball in a guaranteed 48 orbits
around the Earth before burning
up in space. The Element 21 Scandium 5-iron is estimated to travel 1

SPACE STATION GOLF
Continued on Page 15
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A Bit of Holiday Cheer

A resolution by definition is a firm decision
to reach a certain goal in life. Resolutions are
generally made on New Year’s Day, so that
people can improve at least one aspect of
their lives in the coming year. There are three
kinds of people in the world, people who
leave their resolutions behind, people who
work towards achieving their
resolution, and people who
do not even bother to make a
resolution for the New Year.
Most people are categorized
as people that make resolutions but stop midway through
their journey.
As New Year’s Day approaches,
many people begin to make resolutions
on how they are going to make this year
even better than the last. However, once
New Year’s Day passes people often forget
their goals until the next New Years arrives.
Whether the goal is to make new friends,
get better grades, or stay healthy, people often end up pushing these goals out of their
memories.
Fulfilling a resolution is a demanding undertaking that requires determination, persistence, and a lot of hard work. Although
this recipe is made for success, there may
be some problems in actually following
through on it. There are many possible pitfalls you may encounter when it comes to
sticking to a resolution.
For example, when making a resolution
you should never try to adopt someone else’s
goal. This is because you should think of a
resolution that you truly want to accomplish.

Try not to listen to your parents, siblings, or
friends; listen to only yourself. Think of
something that you want to change in your
life, something that will benefit you. You
have to be self-motivated to complete your
goal. Otherwise, putting in a large amount
of work to make the changes will be difficult. Making your resolution is simple, but
actually converting your ideas into action is
significantly harder.
If you want to make a better year for yourself, then you
should be serious about your
resolution. Formulate a plan to
make it easier to obtain your goal, and
make sure you stick to your path towards success. Try not to make too
demanding of a plan and carry out
your goal in subtle steps. Write down
the steps in a planner, computer, or
in other convenient place. Remind
yourself about your goal; this will
bring you one step closer to success.
Although the road towards your
resolution may be bumpy, remember
that you can attain success.
It is better to make a goal and be unsuccessful, than not even bother to attempt. You will find that with each step
in your journey, you will have achieved
other goals that better your life. There
is no such thing as a failure; there is only
room to grow from your experiences. Have
fun with your resolution, and do not forget
that this is for your own happiness in life.
By: Shree Agrawal

The Looking Glass Wars by Frank Beddor
This book is both bold and intriguing, with
just a dash of sassy disrespect. Focusing on
the idea that Alice in Wonderland is a book of
girlish lies, the author Frank Beddor attempts
to unravel the truth behind
this timeless classic. The
Looking Glass Wars reveals
a shocking literary conspiracy and presents a tale
of identity crisis, revenge,
and triumph. There are
no white rabbits, no mad
hatters, just a story of an
epic battle for power. This
book is not only perfect for the critics of
Alice in Wonderland, but also perfect for lovers
of classic literature. Thought provoking and
engaging, The Looking Glass Wars is definitely
worth a read.
The Little Prince by Antoine de Saint Exupéry
Though often considered a children’s book,
The Little Prince is in no way childish. The
clever little boy from Asteroid B-612 causes
the reader to think about the deeper meanings in life – love, friendship, and responsibility. Translated in 150 different languages,
this book is perfect for the deep thinkers as
well as those who are still young at heart. A
heart-warming story of innocence, The Little
Prince will add a charming splash of color to
anyone’s holiday.
Eragon by Christopher Paolini
Soon coming to movie theaters nation wide,
Eragon is a fantasy novel that dwells on the
themes of courage, magic, and destiny. This
book will not only stir up your taste for adventure but also your imagination. Set in an
mythical period when dragons roamed the
world, the main character becomes one of
the elite dragon riders of his time. Think it
sounds cliché and corny? Just wait - it will
surprise you. The author uses a refreshing
approach to convey much-needed depth,
uniqueness, and style. Eragon is perfect for
fantasy lovers or anyone who enjoys a moving story of a courageous hero.
The Five People You Meet in Heaven by Mitch Albom
The main character of the book dies trying to save a little girl from a falling cart
and ends up in a most shocking place. Using a well-known title, Mitch Albom writes
an entertaining fiction novel. The Five People
You Meet in Heaven also
asks the bigger question in life. What makes
life meaningful? What is
true happiness? A tale
of one’s humble selfdiscovery, The Five People
You Meet in Heaven is
perfect for those seeking spiritual encouragement and comfort.
Fans of Tuesday with Morrie, another such
great book, would be delighted to receive
this heart-warming book as a gift.
Big Fish by Daniel Wallace
The novel Big Fish, which was
made into a blockbuster movie hit in 2003, is a thoughtful
and humorous analysis of an
extremely abnormal family
relationship. It examines the

key to a successful father-and-son
relationship while pointing out the
pointlessness of it all. The movie
was amusing, but movies can never
come close to doing a book justice.
Big Fish is definitely for those trying
to understand their not-so-understandable family relationships.

Enrich Your Mind and Entertain Your Ears

Be Resolute in Your Resolutions

Few gift items are as thoughtful and longlasting as a book or a music CD for the holidays for a loved one. As good as the idea
may seem, it can be difficult to find the right
one. Hundreds of thousands of books and
music CDs are published each year. Where
does one begin his or her search? Well, lucky
for you, Hawkeye readers, here’s a handy list
of what books and CDs to buy for the upcoming holidays.

Futuresex / Lovesounds by Justin Timberlake
Justin Timberlake declared his intention to bring sexy back with
his second solo album: Futuresex /
Lovesounds. That is if sexy ever left.
Either way, with grunts and heavy
breathing, Timberlake was able to
break into the Billboard Top 100
and hold the position of the number
one album for well over two weeks.
The ballads of the album sound like
a mixture of pop classics and easy
R&B. The emotional tension of this
album is sure to make any of its listeners feel sexy.
Outsider by
DJ Shadow
Most
famous
for
his works in
The Fast and
Furious: Tokyo Drift, DJ
Shadow varies his typical musical
formula to create a new form of instrumental electronic music. Unlike
his usual hip-hop tracks, his latest
songs have a fresh taste of various
folk ballads, soul beats, and guitar
riffs. Outsider would be perfect for
any experimental or independent
music lovers.

Hustler’s P.O.M.E. (Product of My Environment) by Jim Jones
Jim Jones’s new album is a mix of
stronger beats, tighter lyrics, and catchier
melodies than ever before. His ability to recite lines impressed the public and bought
him his fifteen minutes of fame. His lyrics are either pure genius or the worse bars
you’ve ever heard – you decide. One of his
more daring attempts are the lyrics in the
song “Reppin’ Time” - “I’m in the coupe
relaxing/You see the
roof
collapsing/I
got my paper up, although I’m still kufi
smacking.” Be sure
to add this album to
your holiday shopping list, for it is sure
to bring a smile to its listeners.

Rock Star Supernova by Rock Star Supernova
The national Billboard has named Rock Star
Supernova the number one Heatseeker. A
mix of rock and roll chords and alternative
melodies, the album won millions of fans
the first week it came out. Even though
harshly censured by many due to its “newcomer” sound, the album has more than a
few bright spots. This album is perfect for
those looking for ways to release their inner
rock star.
Game Theory by The Roots
Sure, The Roots haven’t seen much action
for nearly a decade, but their new album
Game Theory has a compelling ferocity. Focusing on natural disasters and the concept
of a crumbling society, The Roots manages
to create an album that rivals the vintage
Public Enemy. Buy this album for those of
dark humor and they are sure to thank you
all year long.
Shannon Pan
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What’s Going On In

A War Without Victory
Silence pervades the scorched
basins of war-torn Israel and Palestine. Missiles launch and weapons
discharge all across a land essentially
bereaved of words. Now, only images survive: the image of a sullen
breeze flowing through the hair of
the weeping mother; the image of a
thin frightened teenager enlisted in
the Israeli army; the image of children at play, not yet aware that their
futures do not hold the delicate
promises of a better life. Is peace
still a possibility in the region? Will
a day come when the people of
Israel and Palestine receive respite
from the seemingly perpetual state
of war? For the rest of the world
and observers of the conflict, peace
hangs slightly over the horizon.
However, for the people of Israel
and Palestine, an ideological barrier
casts a long shadow over the prospect of a better future. Integral to
peace in the region is the realization by both parties that there will
ultimately be no victor. The battle
being fought is one that has broken
thousands of families and shat-

The creation of an Israeli state and the ensuing war resulted in the departure of 300,000
Palestinians from newly proclaimed Israeli
regions. This figure very much contributes
to the refugee situation that exists today in
the region. Hundreds
of thousands of Palestinian refugees currently reside in the
countries bordering
Israel and Palestine,
such as Jordan, Lebanon, and Egypt. The
borders of current day
Israel were established
in a series of battles
in 1967 known as the
Six Days War. However, to date, Israel
has returned Palestine
a region known as the
Gaza Strip which is
located along its eastern border. Even today, Palestine refuses
to acknowledge the
existence of the state
of Israel. Leaders of Hamas, the party that
currently holds a majority in the Palestinian
congress, are accused of promoting acts of
terror against the Israeli population. The Is-

tered the very social structure of
an entire population. Is a land truly
worth fighting for if it will only be
destroyed in the process?
The Arab-Israeli conflict dates
back thousands of years, but the
majority of conflict stems from
events occurring in the past century. The beginning of the twentieth
century saw a large influx of Jews
into the then Ottoman controlled
region of Palestine. Following
World War I, Palestine fell under
the rule of the British colonial forces. Jews continued to flow into the
region and the Jewish population
rapidly increased. Muslim leaders
were alarmed at the rate of Jewish
expansion in the region, and several
outbreaks of violence occurred as a
result. The events of World War II
further confirmed the Jewish claim
for an Israeli state, and in 1948, a
two-state solution was reached by
the newly formed United Nations.

raeli military is accused of attacking countless civilian targets rather than the Arab military. In reality, there is no sole contributor to
one of the world’s longest lasting conflicts.
Both Israel and Palestine suffer in many of
the same ways, and in most cases they share
a mutual enemy: pain.
The most widely proposed solution to
the issue has been the creation of two separate and independent states. However, several problems arise with this. The first is that
Hamas has not yet recognized the state of
Israel’s existence. They promote violence
and acts of terror against the Israeli people.
At the same time, the Israeli military is often times accused of targeting Palestinian
civilians. Furthermore, Israel refuses to recognize the right of return for millions of
Palestinian refugees who were ousted from
their homes and forced to migrate to neighboring nations. Regardless of all roadblocks
to peace, the ultimate barrier is upheld by the
nonnegotiable issue of the Holy City. Which
religion deserves the rights to Jerusalem? Is it
the right of the international community to

Jagmeet Singh

decide this? Several compromises have been
proposed, where Jerusalem would essentially
be created into an internationally owned city.
It would not be a territory of any specific
nation. Still, neither side has been able to co-

operate on this issue. It will ultimately take
generations for both sides to overcome so
deeply rooted a belief as the right to Jerusalem. Both parties involved in the conflict
e ve n t u a l l y
must
ask
themselves
whether or
not
their
beliefs are
worth such
a sacrifice
as the lives
of millions
of innocent
people.
The issue
at hand is a
rather sensitive one, and
its
coverage is often
scrutinized.
Shouts of
bias repeatedly erupt
from both
sides, and
it is many
times difficult to find a reliable or unprejudiced source.
However, as with any conflict, it is vital to
look past biases, and to view the situation
from all sides of the spectrum. Both parties
have been particularly successful in sharing
their feelings of loss and desperation. Had
this article been written by a pro-Arab, it is
likely that with a poignant fury of rhetoric,
the situation could be described as follows:
The people of Palestine are trapped in a violent blizzard of Israeli oppression. Scores
of innocent men, women, and children are
stripped of their lives each and every day by
the raging wind and biting frost of a cruel
Israeli military. Similarly, an Israeli description could be as follows: The heart of a Palestinian is not one that is conducive to peace,
for deep within lies a bitter abhorrence of
Jews. This anti-Semitism is so deeply rooted
that it has become part of the Arab culture,
and the Arab spirit. A headline from an
Arab newspaper could read as follows: “37
civilians dead and wounded from an Israeli
air-strike on the Gaza Border.” Similarly,
an Israeli headline could read, “Palestinian

suicide bombers detonate in Public Park,
37 dead and wounded.” Notice a similarity?
Both groups present parallel arguments for
analogous situations. Are they really as different as they perceive to be?
Internationally, it is
important for
us recognize
that both
groups
are guilty
of injustice. A
time has
c o m e
w h e n
we must
look past
religious
differences,
and take
n o t e
of the fact that while the world is divided
among Muslims, Jews, Christians, etc., at the
core, we are all simply human. While it is not
our right to judge whether a religion’s claim
over a city is valid or not, it is our right to
judge when a population is in need of assistance. It is our right to uphold the basic
standards of life all throughout the world. It
is our responsibility to overcome our biases,
in order to protect the rights of innocent
men, women, and children who die each day
from conflict. Alan Dershowitz writes in his
novel, The Case for Peace, “A time has come
for compromise, reconciliation, healing, and
a permanent end to the violence. The season
of peace may be on the horizon. But unlike
the seasons of nature, which come and go
without human intervention, the season of
peace will not arrive without the participation of many people, with different agenda,
aspirations, memories, and worldviews. It
will be hard in coming, and if and when it
does come, it must last for many seasons of
nature and become a permanent change in
climate.” Ultimately, true peace and security
will be both strenuous and painstaking, and
it will take many years to overcome beliefs
and mentalities that have existed for centu-

ries. The world now holds the conscientious
task of restoring life to the region of Israel
and Palestine. We, as humans, have the responsibility of supporting a new generation,
with new mentalities, that will at last break
the dark silence clouding over the parched
deserts of Israel and Palestine.

i’d rather be dead than
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n the World today?
Before Your Next Fast Food Fix

Before many of you carnivorous readers
sink your teeth into yet another KFC chicken
leg or a Whopper from Burger King, let me
enlighten you on an issue that many remain
unaware of or simply do not care to hear
about: animal cruelty. Sure, you think, we’re
regulating the growth of animals by hunting
them for our nourishment and comfort, but
imagine what it would be like if you were
a cow going to a slaughterhouse or a deer
looking down the barrel of a hunter’s rifle.
Your burgers and patties are
likely the remains of an animal that faced unnecessary
slaughter and possibly even
torture in the process.
Animal cruelty is also not
limited to mindless butchering or cutting off another
juicy slice of meat. It can
deal with pollution and litter
as well. Items you may throw
into the wilderness during
a picnic or barbecue, such
as plastic six-pack rings and
containers, can bring harm to many curious
animals. Six-pack rings are vicious murderers
of birds and fish; because they strangle and
suffocate these poor beings, remember to cut
the rings and properly dispose of these hazardous materials. Yogurt containers can trap
skunks due to their torpedo-like heads and
peanut butter jars can do the same to raccoons. Litter that may be eaten by animals,
like bottle caps or plastic wrap, can seriously
harm their internal organs, resulting in intestinal damage that can lead to starvation.
Keep these things in mind before you casually toss aside your next piece of garbage.
For those of you who love to eat at McDonald’s, KFC or just about any other fast
food places, there are some things you need
to know. Hamburgers served at McDonald’s
contain meat from cows that were brutally
packed together. That means that a multitude of cows are slaughtered just for one
measly hamburger. How’s that for a burger? At KFC, it’s not much better. Chickens
are scalded, crippled and even de-beaked
in slaughterhouses. They are stuffed into
cages in sheds where they contract diseases,
and develop injuries due to poor handling

and shackles that can result in broken
bones. They even have their heads removed while they are still alive. Think
of that next time you order an “appetizing” chicken sandwich.
Comedian Chris Rock once said,
“America is the only country where
people go hunting on a full stomach.”
Hunting, a bloodthirsty “game” of cat
and mouse, results in grisly and sickening murders every year. Hunters murder
their prey for either food or
pelts. Also, millions of animals can be caught in traps,
which can tear flesh, break
bones, cut tendons, and
even kill. Trapped animals
may suffer the pain of torn
flesh or broken bones for
hours at a time until they are
shot, beaten or suffocated
to death. Caged animals suffer from various diseases
and disorders such as cannibalism. They are given
hormones that may in turn give them
abnormalities and are killed by gassing
or even anal electrocution. In the marine environment, seals are atrociously
murdered and may be left to suffocate
to death in their blood.
Animals are tortured, maimed and
murdered every day due to carelessness,
a need for food, or pure entertainment.
Birds are suffocating from six-pack
rings, chickens have their bones broken, and cows are being slaughtered to
be made into your burger. How all of
this cruelty and murder can go unnoticed bewilders me. Hopefully, you will
not remain unaffected after reading this
article. If you understand the horrors
that animals suffer every day, then you
might be inclined to throw that burger
away, and buy clothing that wasn’t made
at the expense of living things.
The most important thing to remember is that you can make a change
and never again take part in what is an
epidemic of violence.
Louis Delia

Invisible Pandemic
Nicholas Jin

It’s that time of year again—the time for
lights and baubles, toys and games, lipsticks
and nylons. For many children, the holiday
season is the high point of the year; there is
no school, plenty of snow, and good cheer
and gifts abound. Kids across the world celebrate the season of giving and the end of
the year. However, for many children around
the globe, this holiday bliss does not
exist.
Children’s
AIDS is an often
overlooked aspect
of the worldwide
HIV pandemic.
For over 650,000
children worldwide,
the holidays bring
no joy. For many of
them, the holidays
bring only the stark realization that these
children are, in fact, dying, and that another
of their remaining years has passed. Only
80,000 have a chance of survival, and even
then they will only live an average of 30 years.
As for the remaining 570,000 children, half
will die before they reach the age of two.

Until fairly recently, children’s AIDS was
a problem with no solution, because the few
available medicines generally went to adults.
However, organizations like UNICEF and
the Clinton Foundation, as well as the governments of France, Brazil, Britain, Norway
and Chile, have done much to ensure that
life-saving drugs for children are both accessible and affordable. After final negotiations,
the cost for a year’s therapy was reduced to
$60. In addition
to that, a total of
$35 million was
raised to treat
an
additional
100,000 children
next year.
With
these
reduced prices
and
funding,
the number of
children treated
worldwide has been doubled. Even with
these gains, however, more than two-thirds
of the children afflicted with AIDS will remain untreated. If we are to end this pandemic once and for all, the nations of the
world must unite against this disease and
never falter in their support of the needy.

We Are All Responsible
Tiffany Peng

There are all types of killers in this world,
and a multitude of lives are being taken
each day. So many, in fact, that it seems like
hundreds or thousands of deaths can all be
rolled into one.
Life is fragile, delicate, and mortal. We all
know these things. You could die tomorrow
while crossing the street. You could be diagnosed with an incurable disease the next time
you have a routine checkup and be given two
months to live. It happens more often than
we care to admit.
Recent observations reveal that the leading causes of death in the world may not
actually be cancer, stroke, or heart disease.
In fact, an even more deadly opponent is
now running rampant in the streets of society. You see it in youth culture, in the classrooms, in the hallways. But it doesn’t stop
there. It is present at the DMV, in the post
office, and on street corners. No, it hasn’t
been proven to be genetic as of yet, but it
certainly is contagious.
The number one killer in today’s society
goes by the name of Indifference.
As days go on and the number of teen

cynics rises, an increasing lack of concern for
the general well-being of mankind plagues
our population. Why should I care for my
neighbor? I barely know the guy.
This type of growing indifference kills.
A lot of things kill. Too much of this, not
enough of that. It could kill you. But people
kill too. Incidence of genocide in the world
today takes a backseat in the media to the

most recent sociopolitical mishaps by our
favorite celebrities.
Genocide is a very specific action. It is
not the same as dying in a freak accident or
dying of liver disease. Genocide is a deliberate action by human beings to single out and
kill other human beings on the grounds of
racial, political, or religious differences.
People killing people on the basis of difference? This concept is not new. Those of

n turn my head away

us who watched “Hotel Rwanda” or
studied the Holocaust are certainly
well-informed of just how terribly

human beings can treat one another. As Americans, we know better
than to let members of the human
race, born with their intrinsic rights
to life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness, suffer in this way, right?
“Not on our watch,” right?

If so, then why is it that the current acts of genocide in Darfur continue with minimal response from
the American people? Since 2003,
the genocide in Darfur has claimed
400,000 lives and displaced over
2,500,000 people. These people,
driven from their homes, now face
death from starvation and disease
as the Sudanese government and
militias attempt to prevent humanitarian aid from reaching them. The
same forces have destroyed the people of Darfur’s villages and crops,
and poisoned their water supplies.
As you are reading this article, they
continue to murder, rape and terrorize. More than one hundred people
die each day, and five thousand die
every month.
I am not for a moment suggesting that I have the solution to
protecting the human race from
genocide. If it were that easy, then
genocide would not be an issue. But
the least we can do is care. The rest
will fall into place.
National obligations aside, we
are all a part of one world community. As a country of people who
believe in those unalienable rights,
we cannot be indifferent. We must
all be responsible.
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Fun Page

…rock music is played at a school dance,
because everyone can dance to hard guitar
solos and heavy drums
…formal attire for
some teachers is
a tie-dye shirt
over jeans
…students
cut just
because
they
can’t
stand
to go to
school
for 5 days
straight
…your history
teacher wants to
be a part time rapper
…Mix-it-up day consists of sitting at a
different chair at your regular table
…FCCLA and Student Council stand on
the brink of war over who can sell Joe

Corbi’s pizza as a fundraiser
…fitness week consists of the cha-cha slide
and the cotton-eyed joe
…due to budget cuts, the dividing door
in gym class is replaced by chairs and
wrestling mats
…students starve themselves on
Thanksgiving because of sports
tryouts the next day
…students spend more time
trying to formulate a class
prank than they do on college
applications
…students spend more time
on college applications than
they do on eating or sleeping
…the junior class logo for their
apparel looks oddly familiar
…students go on Model UN trips just
to have rap battles
…the dancing that takes place at homecoming is considered illegal in some countries
…the basketball team eats before practice
while the wrestling team looks on in tears
…students campaign for spots on the

Hawkeye
Personals
Hot young lady
seeking for the
right gangster hunk.
Must have XXL shirt
size and uberly excellent
rap battle skills. If you
cried watching The
Notebook, you’ve
got my heart.

Looking for
a butler with
a British accent
and who can grow
a mustache. Must
work with my moderate
conservative chauffer,
Mohammed.
-Eshan
Bajpay

homecoming court
…it’s totally normal to order a lemon
Snapple and get strawberry water at the
vending machines
…you go home and read the Bible... not
because you are religious, but because it’s an
assignment for your English class
…the leftover lunch from Monday to
Thursday becomes Friday’s “Mexican
lasagna”
…you have a secret compartment for all
your report cards of the past
…finding a spare chair at lunch takes you
the entire period
…the school newspaper turns into a dating
mechanism with the inclusion of the new
personals section

Tall and handsome
and willing to bungee
jump in London.
-- Priti Patel

Left-wing
liberal looking
for a chef to
work 4 hours a day
in my kitchen. Salary
is $4000 per week and
bonuses and paid sick
days.
--Parshva
Banshi

Looking for
a chauffer with
a Schwarzeneggerlike accent who can
grow a goatee. MUST be
compatible with my whimsical
butler, Eshan, who thinks
he is liberal and pretends
to be the master when
unsupervised.
--Mohammad
Mavac

Young girl
looking for
a boy who can
dance and loves
hip hop music. Single
and ready to mingle!
Guy must have a great
sense of humor
and a fine body.
Call me.

Young girl
from India
looking for a man
fluent in Java and
cling-on who can dance
like Dhaler Mehndi
and likes to watch
Dhoom 2.

Fly on that magic
carpet of yours and
come be my Aladdin.
-- Anusha Bupathi

Be my friend, be
my raja, and I’ll be
your Jasmine.
-- Divya Sonti

All I want for
Christmas is you
Along most of the streets in Edison
is at least one person’s house that is
decked out for the holiday; the infamous
neighbor who plants a gigantic inflated
Santa on his rooftop or the lady down
the street who adorns every bush with
dazzling and blinding Christmas lights.
Not only are homes being decorated, but
many stores’ archways are draped with
artificial wreaths and green and red ribbons. It’s only a matter of time before
Christmas carols commandeer the radio
stations and students idly hum, “Frosty
the Snowman.” Numerous people have
begun their countdowns, anxiously
crossing out each day until their winter
break. Society’s favorite season has finally arrived.
In the holiday atmosphere, nearly everyone, except for a few scrooges, seems
to be at their finest. But why? Why are
random acts of kindness only seen during the holiday season? Why are formerly
oppressive teachers suddenly cheerful little elves? Why do people become so understanding and compassionate during
the holidays? It’s probably not a reaction
to the frequent inhalation of car fumes
from heating up the car every wintry
morning. Perhaps it’s in the food?
Instantaneous happiness may stem
from eating delightful foods, an appealing
part of the holidays. Some classic Christmas treats are striped candy canes, frosted gingerbread houses, and over-flowing
mugs of eggnog. Yet, for the most part,
holiday cheer is mentally induced; it’s the
excitement of receiving gifts masterfully
covered with colorful wrapping paper.
The giving of these presents is a very
fulfilling event, marked by that unmistakable, overwhelming anticipation at the
cash register of the eager hope that the
gift will suit its future owner. These feelings exert an excitement that was specifically coined by the holiday season. Gifts
symbolize a general appreciation of one
person for another. This ritual brings
together friends and distant family. Perhaps the spirit of holiday cheer, created
by a myriad of Christmas movies such as
“Miracle on 34th Street”, reminds us to
seek out those who have been neglected
or taken for granted. As a result, it becomes everyone’s top priority to let those
around us know that we care about them
and are wishing them the best holidays.
Try spending time with your loved ones,
by taking part in fun activities, such as
watching a heartwarming movie together. With reruns of “Love Actually”
on Encore/HBO and “All I Want for
Christmas is You” perpetually on the
television and radio, it’s no wonder that
most people are contemplating who they
will pucker up with under the mistletoe.
This personal happiness transforms
into external kindness. It is a result of
immediate and intangible happiness. It is
the assembly of those who we appreciate
and love. It is the promise of laughs and
good memories.
Features Columnist
Luba Smolensky
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Inspiring Album Can ‘Save a Life’

Th e R e v i e w Pa g e
Anisha Bapna
Music is the only language that is
universally understood. “Good” music not only has insightful lyrics but
also has a unique rhythm and melody.
The final musical piece will reflect the
effort put into it when it is played publicly. A recent hit that can be placed in
this category of good music is one of
my personal favorites, “How to Save a
Life,” is an album by The Fray.
The Fray has come a long way from
their hometown in Denver, Colorado.
While many people think that this
rock band is newly formed, the truth
is that The Fray was actually created
in 2002 by Isaac Slade (vocals, piano)
and Joe King (guitar, vocals), who
were schoolmates. The two met a few
times and decided to form a band.
These hard workers struck success,
with the release of their first album,
“Movement EP” later that same year.
The title track, “How to Save a
Life,” is their most successful song so
far. One afternoon, as I walked into
my english class humming the tune to
“How to Save a Life”, a fellow classmate, Genna Wallerstein, immediately
started singing the lyrics with me. We
began to discuss the meaning of the
song. I told her that it is not about a
girl and a boy as commonly believed
but rather about a person tries to help
another person break away from a bad

habit. We both went home and looked up
the lyrics, and found that the song was influenced by Slade’s experience as a counselor at
a camp for troubled teenagers.
Slade mentored a young boy who had
turned to drugs to conceal the pain in his
life. The boy told him that the people who
had tried to save his life were not coming
to him as friends; they approached him as
enemies, who tried to force him to quit using
drugs. This, “How to Save a Life” was created about how Slade would want someone
to approach him if he was doing something
wrong. He wrote the song as a guideline for
young people to follow when dealing with
tough situations. On The Fray’s official website, information is provided on how to help
teenagers suffering from addiction. Also, the
money that is raised from their concerts is
used to help this altruistic cause. However,
the greatest meaning comes from the song
itself, bearing in mind that 28% of youth
in America have admitted to using drugs at
least once.
In addition to the meaningful lyrics, the
song has great instrumentals. Moreover,
other songs on the CD such as, “Over My
Head” (Cable Car) and “She Is” are equally
spell-binding as well. The Fray’s songs are
very fun and enjoyable to listen to even if
you are not a big fan of rock or pop music. “How to Save a Life” is an album that is
definitely worth the time and money; every
time I listen to the CD, I find inspiration and
motivation to do better in school and in life.

Hilarious, Hyper, and Happy
Bandana Ahuja

Elena Miao
“Bond, James Bond.” These three words
make up the legendary phrase that has
characterized the secret spy for decades.
Now he’s back…well, sort of.
“Casino Royale” brings forth a brand
new James Bond— a different face but the
same merciless personality. Daniel Craig
(Layer Cake, Munich) pulls off a stunning performance in “Casino Royale”,
which is based on Ian Fleming’s very
first Bond novel. Craig, a handsome
and suave British actor, matches, if
not exceeds past Bond actors, such
as Sean Connery and Pierce Brosnan.
More violent, brutal and thrilling
than it’s predecessors, “Casino
Royale,” delivers big with audiences of all types.
The movie opens with a
black-and-white sequence in
which the spy makes his first
government-sanctioned assassination— the slaughter
that earns him his double 0
status. Bond kills one man
with his hands in a laboratory and a second with a
fatal gunshot. Accompanied
b y
the familiar Bond music, the dark, bloody
scene soon gives way to full-blown color.
James Bond’s first 007 mission is about to
begin, in all its glamour.
His first assignment takes him to Madagascar where he is assigned to track down
a terrorist organization. However, complications arise. So M, Judi Dench, Bond’s
boss, grows annoyed with him. Despite
this, Bond manages to find a lead takes
him to the Bahamas. There, he discovers
that Le Cliffre, Mads Mikkelsen, a spiteful
financier, actually has huge monetary ties
Deepa Balavijayan
How can someone distinguish a work
of art as a forgery in the blink of an eye,
while another believes the fake to be the
real thing even after hours of testing
and examination? How is it possible for
anyone to hypothesize whether or not
a newly-married couple will remain together, or get divorced, after observing
the couple’s conversation for only a few
minutes? Doesn’t it seem supernatural
that an experienced tennis coach knows
when an expert tennis player will miss
the ball even before he swings?
Blink: The Power of Thinking Without Thinking by Malcolm Gladwell
speaks about the power of “thin-slicing”- the ability to perceive the truth
and what actually matters, from behind
a whole host of other factors. Generally, a person who is skilled at the art of
“thin-slicing” will end up being more
successful than someone who spends
hours and hours studying.
One of the several things that Blink
discusses is which doctors are likely to
be accused of malpractice. Surprisingly,
the records and grades of a doctor do
not determine whether the doctor will
be accused. It depends on whether or
not the doctor spends just a little more
time “being nice” to his or her patients.
A doctor can have the cleanest record
and first-class grades, but if he does
not treat his or her patients in a friendly
manner, he or she is at a high risk of
facing a malpractice accusation.
Gladwell also mentions that research
has proven that a person can get to know
another person better by just looking
around in his or her room, as opposed
to spending time talking to him or having lunch with him. By examining his or

to a terrorist organization. Bond’s new
objective becomes to disrupt the business deals of Le Chiffre by playing a high
stakes poker game at Le Casino Royale in
Montenegro. M also sends Vesper Lynd,
Eva Green, to assist Bond or, rather, to
keep an eye on him. Slowly they grow
fond of each other and manage to partner up in the face of common danger.
But will they be successful?
The acting in the remake of
Ian Flemming’s novel is incredible. Craig’s physique and personality is perfect for that of an
assassin. With a rugged, rough
look, chiseled physique and
confident aura, Craig
makes for a very fresh
and believable Bond.
In addition, the action scenes are absolutely thrilling. With
spiked
martinis,
intense chases, and
brutal shootings,
“Casino Royale”
will have viewers on
the edge of their seats at
the turn of every corner.
Director Martin Campbell succeeds
in creating a Bond film for people of
all ages. “Casino Royale” is perfect for a
date and enjoyable for parents also, for
they will be reminded of old Bond films
featuring Roger Moore and Timothy
Dalton. It is also great for grandparents
who will simply be amazed by the exotic
and beautiful scenery. Viewers of all ages,
however, will agree that the credit’s signature phrase, “James Bond will return,” is
more of a promise than a threat, as it has
been so many times in the past.

her room, a person can find out if the individual is a neat or messy person, an extrovert or an introvert, a rock aficionado
or a blue-grass enthusiast, and so on.
However, Blink also discusses the
negative effects of “thin-slicing”. Sometimes, the brain will get fogged up before
one truly gets to know a person, and one
might judge the person by how he or
she looks or his or her age. Many times,
car dealers tend to unconsciously judge
how much money they can sieve out of
a person’s pocket by just taking a glance
at them. For example, when teenagers
come to purchase a car, many car dealers will automatically believe that they
do not have enough cash on their hands.
Eventually, the teenager will end up coming once more with his or her parents to
purchase the same car, proving the dealers’ judgments’ to be off.
Another surprising fact is that although
we may believe ourselves to be unbiased,
tests will show how prejudiced we can be,
even without meaning to be. The Implicit
Association Test, IAT, has created tests
that determine our preferences, which
can be found on their website, http://
implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/.
Blink also features activities for the
mind. One activity that was especially
amusing was disguised as an activity for
testing one’s language skills. Instead,
it actually influences the brain unconsciously, with words like “Florida” and
“bingo” and “old”. This results in the
body moving slower after taking part in
the activity.
Blink is a fascinating book that will
keep readers engaged throughout the
darkest hours of night. After reading the
book, a reader will know so much more
about the wonders of the brain and will
even be inspired to learn more.

The Power of a Blink

While flipping through the channels, looking for something interesting to watch, you
may have come across a commercial for “Happy Feet”. Many of you may have changed the
channel thinking that it’s just a silly children’s
movie with little penguins waddling around.
Surprisingly, it’s not! “Happy Feet” is a hilarious movie for every age group!
“Happy Feet” is directed by Australian George
Miller. His ambitious team worked hard on
each of the sets to present the exciting animated feature. It is quite an accomplishment
for
George
Miller, who has not
directed a film
since 1998.
The movie
takes
place in the
cold
land of Antarctica, home of the
penguins. Each
emperor penguin
expresses his love
with a special song that
announces his presence. Through singing, the penguin
finds his love
partner. Unfortunately, poor
Mumble, Elijah Wood,
cannot sing
a
“heart
song”. Since
he was born, everyone has known that
he was not like the other
penguins. Since singing
defines an Emperor penguin, Mumble basically has no future.
However, Mumble has a unique talent of
his own that no one in his community has!
Mumble can tap dance with a magical and
mystical touch. And so, Mumble’s nickname is
“Happy Feet”. He uses his “happy feet” to tap
dance to express the emotions, he would have
expressed through a song.
Mumble is also an outcast, and everyone
fears him. His parents, Memphis and Norma
Jean, are even timid when around him. His

mother believes in him, but his dad doubts
him. It’s very hard for his parents to deal
with Mumble’s oddity. Therefore, Mumble is
ostracized. The leaders of the colony even
blame Mumble for the disappearance of
the fish, which has caused a famine, and as
a result, Mumble is exiled from the colony.
Ignoring all this, he is determined to seek the
“aliens” who he believes to be the culprits
for the food shortages. Mumble’s only wish
is to be accepted into the community. What
will Mumble do? Will he be successful in his
quest? Little does Mumble know that he has
an exciting and fun-filled adventure ahead
of him. Along his journey, he will even learn
more about the frozen wonderland
that he inhabits.
Full of excitement, “Happy
Feet” is indeed a cute, lively
penguin movie. Director
Miller’s camerawork is more
dynamic
than a
mediocre
animated movie
with dance numbers that will have
the whole theater on
their feet. The script could
have been written better,
and some of the characters lacked depth. However, the scenes of “Happy
Feet” were pure fun with
an animated soundtrack
full of pop hits, such as
a Spanish version of “My
Way” and Prince’s “Kiss”.
No wonder the film has already
received one award, and has been
nominated for two other awards.
“Happy Feet” is a truly breath-taking
adventure for the whole family. The joyous
movie celebrates a penguin’s life and shows
off the beautiful Arctic land from a birdeye’s view. Even if you did not enjoy last
years “March of the Penguins,” “Happy
Feet” is a sweet, hyperactive movie that will
brighten any dreary, winter day.

New Bond Movie: Shaken and Stirred
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Key Clubbers rally at Six
Maggie Moos at students and
teachers on Celebrity Scoop Night Flags Great Adventure

store currently is selling not only
raisers. This year, Key Club is goPooja Shah
ice cream, but also an assortment
ing to donate all the money that it
Everyone has heard of Carvel
of sundaes, shakes, smoothies,
The 2006-2007 service year for raises with its numerous events to
and Baskin Robbins, but amidst
and sodas. As a holiday special, for the JP Stevens Key Club kicked off the Children’s Specialized Hospital.
these rivals, an ever-growing Magevery cake one purchases, one is with a bang, starting with the suc- This pediatric rehabilitation hospigie Moo’s is creating quite the buzz.
entered into a raffle. Finally, every cessful Fall Rally, an annual district tal offers services ranging from
With a dancing cow (Maggie Moo)
Wednesday during the months of board meeting held at Six Flags, child development and physical
as its commercial icon, Maggie
December and January, every ice Great Adventure. The theme for therapy to pediatric care. For furyear’s
Moo’s ice cream store
cream is “Buy one, get this
ther informaevent
was
“the
has been welcoming
the second half price.”
tion or to dokids everywhere with
Coming to Maggie eighties.” Key
nate please visit
open arms.
Moo’s is a great way to Clubbers from
http://www.
On
November
have fun, as shown with all over New
childrens-spe17, JP Stevens stuthe big success of Ce- Jersey cheered
cialized.org/.
dents got a taste of
lebrity Scoop Night for their representative gover- The JP Stevens Key Club, Upcoming
that love. From 7
JP Stevens.
pm to 11 pm fifteen
The teachers’ hard nors with col- led by Mr. Louis Andreuzzi, Events:
percent of all the ice
night of scooping paid orful posters poses for a group picture.
cream sales went to
off, and Maggie Moo’s and beaming,
One of the
JP Stevens. Known as
motto of “giving back encouraging smiles. There, lieu- upcoming events coming up in Key
the “Celebrity Scoop
to the community” was tenant governor and junior Trisha Club is the Volleyball Tournament.
Night”, the occareinstated. According Bakshi along with the other lieu- This event is going to be held in
sion witnessed a long
to satisfied customers, tenant governors motivated the January. Another event to look
string of JP Stevens Newly-opened ice cream parlor Maggie Moo’s at- Maggie Moo’s proves to club to raise enough money for the forward to is Dance 2007, which
teachers and adminis- tracts JP Stevens students and teachers alike. be “the best ice cream, club project, The Children’s Spe- will take place in February. All protrators. Among those
the best atmosphere and cialized Hospital.
ceeds are going to go towards The
Key Club every year raises funds Children’s Specialized Hospital.
present were: Ms. Gail Pawlikows- The reason for this success is the the best place for family bonding.”
ki, Mr. Jonathan Miller, Mr. Randy “mixing concept” it currently uses.
“We just love to give back to specifically towards a certain cause
“Many, many more events are
Westrol, Ms. Lenora Zektzer, Mr. Every ice cream is made fresh and the community,” says Ivan Aranda, or place. Last year, it was Alex’s coming up that will surely make
James Cardillo, Ms. Alison Paolello, daily, unlike those of competitors, part-owner of the Maggie Moo’s Lemonade Stand. Key Club was this 2006-2007 service year a sucMr. Gary Schein, Mr. Esposito, Ms. who make and then ship their ice Treatery in the Oak Tree Road able to raise a whopping $10,000 cessful and exciting one,” promised
with its various events and fund- President and senior Divya Sonti.
Susan Kacani, Mr. Anthony Ba- creams to their chain stores.
shopping center.
rulli, and Ms. Montemarano. The
At the stores, the ice creams are
night was a huge success, attract- made in front of the customers.
ing over 200 students and raising “After each customer picks their
$353.14 for our school. Customers ice cream flavor, it is then set on awaited dance. The dance was the waited for the Secretary-General to lic of Iran Cabinet, and Meet Shah
left the night satisfied and eager to a refrigerated slab, and then mixed only time when students com- finish narrating her speech. Then, in the Historic Union of Soviet
come back.
right then and there with the mixes pletely stopped thinking about the awards began. Best Delegate Socialist Republics Politburo. JPSThroughout the night, the stu- that the customers choose,” says their work. It was refreshing
MUN received six gavels,
dents got to choose between over Ivan, who started the Oak Tree for most and hilarious to see
and now it was time for the
40 flavors of ice-cream and over Road ice cream store with his others dancing away to the
school award. Had JP Ste32 mixes ranging from Oreos to brother in-laws, Scott McLaughlin, latest hip-hop beats. Other
vens Model UN won again?
chocolate chips. The ice cream and Arthur Garces at the end of delegates chose not to dance
Yes, indeed it had. JPSMUN
store is committed to high-quality July. The ice cream can be served but go see the movie, Indiana
got the Under Secretaryice cream. From it wide selection with an unprecedented six types of Jones, being shown in the auGeneral’s
Outstanding
of ice creams, Maggy Moo’s ice waffle cones, dipped with fudge, or ditorium. It was the last night
School, Best Large Delegacream is top of the line. Five fla- other toppings — or can be served and people enjoyed themtion. As soon as the award
vors, vanilla, vanilla bean, choco- with the classic waffle or sugar selves the best they could.
was given out, the JPSMUN
late, dark chocolate, and strawberry cones or bowls.
From rap battles to freestyle
delegates roared with apare also blue-ribbon winners of the
Of the ten employees, six are dance competitions or to just
plause and cheers, as PresiNational Ice Cream Retailers As- from JP Stevens, which goes to writing resolutions in their Junior Silky Kadakia works diligent- dent Jeff Morshed received
sociation (NICRA). That night the show that Maggie Moo’s is truly a rooms, everyone had fun that ly on her resolution in her hotel room. the deserved award.
students met Miss Maggie Moo, a community and family affair. The night. As junior Ritam Ghosh
It was time to go back
said, “It was sort of hard work- gavels were awarded to: Tanya home, but this time the bus ride
ing on a resolution, because other Gupta and Katherine Chang won wasn’t filled with anticipation and
people kept coming into our pizza, gavels in the World Bank, Ritam impatience; rather it was filled with
having rap battles, and launching Ghosh and Mukund Bangalore in pride and contented sighs. JPSinto freestyle dance competitions.” the World Health Organization, MUN, a family, had come back
second place receives 400 points, awe the judges.
Finally, it was the day of the Bhavik Gupta and Advait Shukhla victorious with their chins up. If
third place receives 300 points, and
Monday afternoon started with award ceremonies. Walking to the in the United Nations Environ- JPSMUN were this successful in
fourth place receives 200 points.
each class covering their hallways ceremonies was an uneasy experi- ment Programme, Parshva Bavishi their first conference of the year, it
Though Hall Dec started right with rolls of masking tape. Students ence. Every minute felt like a hun- in the Historic British Parliament, is only a wonder what they have in
after school at 2:30 pm and ended then concealed the entire wall with dred years going by while everyone Reema Shah in the Islamic Repub- store for the next conference.
at 8 pm that evening, preparations plain colored paper to serve as the
had began long before that Mon- background for the paintings. Evday, dating as far back as Septem- eryone worked diligently throughber. First, each class had to brain- out the entire evening, with a break
Despite the shock and baffle- violence over something as trivial it’s not worth the blood, violence,
storm and come up with a theme in the Old Gym for some pizza ment that many people exhibited as a gaming console is completely the 20-hour camping, and $2489.28
for its respective hallway. For the and soda. The freshmen were as- when hearing about the Putnam unnecessary and plainly idiotic. Ju- on Ebay.” Another junior, Santosh
freshmen, it was “The Luck of the signed the most complicated hall - shooting, others did
Balachandar put it simply, “People
Irish,” complete with rainbows, they had to decorate the walls from not find the launch
just need to calm down and wait
leprechauns, and a portrait of advi- the cafeteria to the senior hallway, day violence to be
for more shipments to come in.”
sor Mr. Herbert Smith. The sopho- which led to the Girl’s Locker surprising or shockIt seems that the Putnam case
mores painted planets and stars to Room. The sophomores contin- ing. When asked what
is but a testament to the wanton
abide by their solar system theme. ued down the same hallway from he thought of the inacts of criminals and to the need
The juniors collaborated to put to- the lobby to the side doors of the cidents, junior Lucas
of better security. Despite the
gether the fads and fashions of the auditorium. The juniors worked to Man responded, “Well
general sentiment of triviality con1960’s into a yearbook. Finally, the adorn the hallway leading to the I’m not really surcerning the Playstation 3, it still
senior class enhanced its Dr. Seuss Boy’s Locker Room.
prised; in fact, I sort
seems that there are many people
theme with cute rhyming schemes
In the end, everyone’s hard work of predicted somewho are willing to go to any length
about the episodes of senior year. paid off, evidenced the next day by thing like this would
to get one. Hopefully, by the next
For many, after-school meetings students’ “Oohs” and “Ahhs” at happen. With the in- Gamers stand anxiously outside a Best time, stores will have learned a
on weekdays consisted of cutting, the spectacle of beautiful artwork sanely high prices and Buy for the Sony Playstation 3 release. lesson and large shopping events
tracing, outlining, painting, and embellishing the JP Stevens hall- limited supply, it’s no
like those witnessed for the next
organizing. Each class gathered its ways. The seniors came in first, the wonder why people would resort to nior Kevin Nguyen said, “It might generation consoles will be more
best artists in hopes of putting to- juniors second, the sophomores brutality.” Many students here at JP be an advanced system that revo- secure and orderly to ensure the
gether some remarkable artwork to third, and the freshmen fourth.
Stevens feel that the craziness and lutionizes the gaming industry but safety of the customers.
Cliff Wang

cow whose presence created a cozy
atmosphere within the store.
The Maggie Moo’s franchise
has over 160 stores currently in
the United States, and hopes to
expand 1000 stores by 2009. It is
an ambitious plan, but for Maggie
Moo’s it is one that is within reach.

WMHSMUN, continued from front page

HALL DEC, continued from
front page

PLAYSTATION, continued from front page
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“Rosencrantz and Guildenstern”
are brought to life
Tara Lacson
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern.
Two rather lengthy names that
would probably have remained unfamiliar to most of you had the JP
Stevens Theater Company not performed the fall play Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern Are Dead.
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern
are two minor characters in Shakespeare’s play Hamlet. For those of
you unacquainted with this classic, it is a tale of madness, malice,
murder, and misunderstanding.
Hamlet takes place in Denmark
and begins with Claudius killing
his brother the King, inheriting
the throne, and marrying the recently widowed wife of his brother
— Queen Gertrude. After offing
his kin and wedding his former sister-in-law, life would probably go
on quite mundanely for the newly
crowned King Claudius, except for
one hitch — his nephew Hamlet,
who is now intent on avenging his
father’s death. Hamlet suffers from
bouts of moodiness and melancholies, as well as occasional madness, which does not go unnoticed
by his mother and Claudius, who
summon Hamlet’s friends, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, to spy on
the prince of Denmark. The trio
is eventually sent to England, with
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern carrying a letter whose contents, unbeknownst to them, contains an
order for the King of England to
execute Hamlet. The plot is uncovered by Hamlet, who mistakenly
believes his friends to be part of
the conspiracy against him, and
therefore rewrites the letter with
orders to kill Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern instead of himself.
Accordingly, Hamlet is successful
and Rosencrantz and Guildenstern
die. Hamlet then returns home,
only to be the target of a series

of nefarious schemes and sword
fights, eventually culminating in his
death, and that of the entire Denmark royal family.
In the play Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern Are Dead, written
by British playwright Tom Stoppard, Shakespeare’s timeless tale is
told from the eyes of two doomed
characters, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern. These two characters,
possibly the most underwritten
parts in theater history, present an
interesting point of view because it
is obvious to the audience that Rosencrantz and Guildenstern will die.
The characters, on the other hand,
remain obliviously unaware, thus
providing an unusual but intriguing
perspective on the play and a strong
dose of dramatic irony. Described
as “slightly bumbling courtiers,”
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern
are “caught up by forces they do
not comprehend” and often faced
with the metaphorical question,
“Where are we?” Incidentally, it
is a question answered by fate and

by the foreshadowing performances of a troupe
of players reenacting the
aforementioned scenarios
throughout the play. In the
end, osencrantz and Guildenstern eventually come
to the realization that their
purposes in life are simply
to die.
This humorous, witty,
and quick-paced (albeit
occasionally confusing)
play was performed by an
enthusiastic cast of about
56 students, ranging from Seniors Donald Bender and Jennifer Nichols take a break
freshman to seniors, di- to pose for a picture after working on the theater set.
rected by Mrs. Darlene
Rich. Rosencrantz and Guildenstern with artistic backgrounds, detailed lowing hours of hard work and
Are Dead played for three days costumes, and creative choreog- practice, freshman Mehak Rashid
— November 16 to November 18 raphy. In addition, the cast and said she “finally knows what family
in the JP Stevens auditorium. Af- crew left with many unforgettable means, for everyone [the cast and
ter about two months of rehearsal experiences, strengthening old and crew] shared such a special bond.”
With the success of Rosencrantz
with practices ranging from one to creating friendships. When asked
three times per week (depending about the play, Junior Tommy and Guildenstern Are Dead, students
on which character), the JP Stevens Kang said, “The theater is my fa- are looking forward to the next big
Theater Company accomplished a vorite place in the world. There’s JP Stevens Theater production, the
flawless performance, complete nowhere else I’d rather be.” Fol- spring musical Urinetown.

can greatly delay the admittance of
citizens into the United States. Still,
safety comes before efficiency, and
the WHTI will be in effect with the
start of the New Year.
Another measure being taken
to prevent terrorists from entering the country is the Visa Waiver
Program. The Visa Waiver Program began in 1988, but is being
reestablished due to recent terrorist threats. This program allows the United States to receive
data about travelers from different
countries before they board their
planes. This way, all travelers can
be monitored and can be inspected
ahead of time, making the WHTI
process a lot easier. By receiving
information about the travelers,

the United States can regulate who
can and cannot enter the nation,
strengthening our security. Countries that are willing to join the Visa
Waiver Program in checking their
travelers could be entered into the
program in the near future. If successful, the Visa Waiver Program
could monitor
all travelers at
once. This ensures that the
people entering the United
States don’t furnish a security
threat, and are
willing to abide
by the terms
of their admis-

HOMELAND SECURITY, continued from page 7

SPACE STATION GOLF, continued from page 8
billion miles.
Tyurin, who has only ever
played golf twice in his life, is reported to have said, “Okay, there
it goes. It went pretty far. It was an

21 Golf Company seem to be the
sole profiteers though. The video
shot in space of Tyurin’s shot will
be used in commercials for the
company. Russia of course, made
the money it
needed for its
space agency.
NASA, though
involved
in
the operation,
gained nothing. Laws prevent NASA
from gaining
anything from
this venture
and the official
business transactions are undisclosed.
NASA did
than
Cosmonaut
Sergei
Krikalev
practices more
in the space station for his big swing. just send Lopez-Alleg ria
excellent shot.” Not only was this up there to help Tyurin however.
an excellent shot for Tyurin, how- For many months prior to the
ever, it was also an excellent shot expedition, NASA was busy confor Russia. Russia and the Element ducting tests to make sure the golf

ball would not
cause any harm
or damage to
befall the International Space
Station. After
deciding that
the expedition
was indeed safe,
NASA lent a
hand in the expedition. The
ball will continue to blaze
through space
— its progress
can be tracked
on the Element
21 Company
Website. But
here on Earth,
a bonanza of
future business
lies ahead for
the company
that designed
the most talked-about golf
ball ever.

sion. Currently, the United States
is discussing the eligibility requirements for joining the Visa Waiver
Program with foreign countries;
this revised program will be reinforced in January.
The Homeland Security office
is still currently working on im-

proving and creating more policies that will guarantee the safety
and security of our nation. Hopefully, when the WHTI and the Visa
Waiver Program go into full effect
at the start of the New Year, terrorists will no longer be a threat to
the United States.
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Girls’ basketball bounces back Boys’ basketball “be ballin’”
Monica Landrove

It’s that time of year again. Bumper to
bumper holiday traffic. Frenzied shopping.
Endless cooking. And the prospect of another basketball season.
As a new season is ushered in, the Girl’s
Varsity Basketball Team finds itself under
the leadership and direction of a new coach.
Coach John Spiess has taken the steering
wheel of this motivated and dedicated team
and seems to have high hopes for the girls
this season.
“We are competing in the Red Division’s
toughest bracket, but with hard work and the
experience of our returning players, we are
confident we will find great success on the
court.” Indeed, it seems that the old familiar faces are back, with eight of last year’s
returning varsity players, including all five
starters. The girls are in position to play
towards strong and successful postseason
tournaments. This experienced background
will be sure to heighten the level of play and
effect the overall structure of their game.
Also, pivotal senior Brittany Mullings, a
major asset to the Lady Hawk’s lineup, is returning from her brief hiatus due to an ACL
injury. Both Coach Spiess as well as Brittany’s
teammates have been eagerly awaiting her
full recovery, but most importantly, Mullings
herself has expressed her enthusiasm for not
only her return, but also for the upcoming
season’s success.
“The team’s commitment and determination on and off the court will definitely
show in all of our games,” comments Mullings. The Hawks have a significant amount
of off-season training under their belts, as
well. This, coupled with their unwavering
enthusiasm, excellent physical condition,
and natural abilities will make the team an
unstoppable force against any and all Red
Division competitors.

Nothing, however, seems to match the
team’s intangible sense of unity and collective confidence for this upcoming season.
Senior Kathryn Ruhno has already made
mention that the team has aspirations for
county finals. According to Ruhno, this
confidence stems from not only the team’s
veteran roster but also because of the many
hours of rigorous practice during the offseason as well as the intense regular season.
Team dynamics seem to be entirely in sync
due to the team’s solid returning players.
This teamwork will be necessary as the Lady
Hawks start their season-long run for finals
and beyond.
Senior Caitlin Seamster recognizes this
importance as well. “The team’s great success will lie in unity and practice, but I know
we’ll have a good season if we stay focused
on our goals.”
These themes of focus, determination,
and drive are evidently common among
these girls. Their strength seems to lie in
their team chemistry- developed and honed
over years of practicing and playing with
each other. These attributes will shine when
they are on the court.
Overall, the team is brimming with potential. Their credentials make them formidable opponents in their division. The Lady
Hawks history of dominant successes and
champion seasons are indeed models to
emulate for these girls, but with potential
like this, it seems that not much will keep
them from equaling or even surpassing their
qualified predecessors.
As the girls work their way toward the
GMC’s and possibly even the State Tournament, they will be sure to call upon their
strong sense of team unity, unwavering work
ethic, and unbreakable confidence. With
a mindset like that, the Lady Hawks Girl’s
Basketball Team is in for an outstanding and
successful season.

Hawks hockey heats up the ice
Leah Ferrante
With the bleachers packed with numerous
fans, the Hawks ice hockey team caused
much excitement throughout the school
at its first game. The Hawks crushed the
Eagles by eleven goals with a final score of
12-1. Forty-four seconds into JP Stevens ice
hockey history, the first goal was scored by
Senior Captain Bill Buchok. Three minutes
later, Keith Shipley scored goal number two.
It was all downhill from there for Edison
as both Captain Bill Buchok and Assistant
Captain Ivan Toukhtine had hat tricks (three
goals scored by one person) plus
three more goals
between the two
of them and the
other goals were
scored by freshman
Eugene Moyzman
and
sophomore
Brian
Sklar.
Also helping the
Hawks
to
their first victory were
sophomore
Alex Bakman, freshmen
A n d r e w
Horenbein,
Connor
Lamparello,
Mark Hayase, sophomore
Matt Kjelle,
senior Josh Margulies, and
goalies
seniors Ryan Brady and
Tim
Casey. After the game,
Mr. Peach was more than
satisfied by the performance
of his team and said, “The team
just played great.” In their third
game, the Hawks added another
win to their record with a 7-1 win
over Cranford.
The highly anticipated ice hockey team
has finally joined the Hawks family for its
first season in JP Stevens’ history. However,
because of a standard rule with new high
school sports, the team will only be allowed
to compete at the junior varsity level.
Despite this, “I expect us to be extremely
competitive,” says the head Coach John
Peach. Their level of competition won’t deter
the team from working, training, and playing
their hardest. They only have a total of ten

games this season, but they will practice every
weekday and most Saturdays for about three
hours a day. Not only that, but the team will
only be able to hit the ice two out of the six
practice days per week. When asked about his
opinion on the amount of practice the team
was allotted for ice time, Mr. Peach replied,
“Two practices on ice per week might put us
at a slight disadvantage, but I think we have
enough talent to overcome that.” The rest
of the time though, the team is working hard
to build endurance and strength, two things
vitally essential to any hockey player. Hockey
is played with three fifteen-minute periods in
which the players are moving all over the ice
for anywhere between two and five minute
intervals. After their two to five minutes,
they rest on the bench in which case another
“line” of players replaces them. The players
wait for another “line change” to occur before
they hop back into the action-- literally. One
can imagine how much stamina is needed
to keep up the line changes alone for fortyfive minutes,
let
alone actually
playing! Not
only that, but
plenty
of strength is
essential
because of
the
constant
contact
made
between the players for
control of the puck. For
these reasons, the team
goes through rigorous
conditioning when it
is not on
the ice, starting the athletic
program off with a tough training schedule.
Senior Bill Buchok was named captain of
the team. “It’s an honor and a privilege to be
the captain of the first JP Stevens ice hockey
team. I think we’re going to do well our first
year,” he said. His optimism is well deserved;
after all, judging by their first few games, the
team looks ready to work hard for plenty of
wins and exceed all expectations.

Jesse Sattler
Coming off a rebuilding year, the Hawks
look to utilize some of their young talent to
make a run at the Greater Middle County
title this season. The young team had a disappointing season, yet they appear ready to
make a strong comeback. The two
seniors of the team, Captain
Mike Rivers and Bo Du, are
ready to play their first full years
on varsity and provide essential leadership to the team. Last
year, the team exhibited four
rising sophomores, who
are now a year older
and are ready to step
up as juniors. Connor Meddler, Matt
Margon, Pat Lem,
and
Captain
Alex Cacoilo
comprise of a
strong junior
core
that will see
significant
minutes this
year.
To
add to their
juniors
are Teryl Dunlap and
Mike Yang, who
will also
help the Junior Varsity.
However,
the most promising component of the Hawks team this here would
have to be the sophomore class. Myles Reuben and Nick Pol have trained hard in the
off-season, and will also be important parts
to the team. Also, sophomore Kenny Bland
will join the team. Bland, who led the freshmen team last year to the GMC championship, had moved on to Rutgers Prep, yet he
returned and after missing two games, will
aid and help the Hawks tremendously.
The Hawks trained rigorously in the summer, participating in countless summer and
fall leagues. In the fall, the Hawks attended

weekly clinics with proven coaches, and participated in talented shooting academies.
Cacoilo, a hardworking junior, appears to be
the anchor of the team from the point guard
position, along with newcomer Donte Mickens, who moved her last here from Rahway.
Pol, Medler, and Rivers are all proven shooters, and hope to rack up many points
in the games. Reuben and Dunlap will
hold down the shooting forward position, and each have prodigious leaping
ability and will electrify the crowds with
their splendid dunks. The Hawks are
also extremely deep in the big positions.
Bo Du, Pat Lem, Kenny Bland, Matt Margon,
and Mike Yang all add
tremendous size to
the lineup. Judging
from the scrimmages, the big
men are ready
t o get down and dirty
on the glass and attack the
post hard. The Hawks are
deep not only on the Varsity level, but also the JV
and freshman team. The
freshman hope to
repeat for their
County Championship title,
a n d
the JV team
hopes to improve and
have some players play on
the Varisty level.
The Hawks
will have a hard time
competing
in their talented
conference, but they
sure have
the skills necessary
to do so. In
true JP Spirit, the
Hawks will hopefully defy conceptions and make a true run
at the red division title.
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Winter Track Team speeds to victory
Scott Brody

Senior Wendy Shiffman, Senior Marissa
Sutherland, Sophomore Sarah Zhang, Freshmen Yanique Folkes, and Sophomore Anna
Katherine Miehe. The principal distance
runners for the Hawks are Sophomore Maggie Fry, Seniors Ashley O’Brien, and Cathy
Su. The harsh winter weather ironically helps

mores Stephen Lin and Duan Flemming.
Senior Eleicer Gomez will be the Hawks’
The JP Stevens Winter Track Team rank
leader for shot put. What is truly remarkamong the most proud organizations in the
able about the track team is the amount of
school. As frequently as one might see fish
hard work they put into a sport that seems
in the sea, a student at JP Stevens will see
to many to be one dimensional. Much to
a peer sporting a track t-shirt featuring one
the contrary, track is about much more than
of the teams numerous motivational
running “circles”, with a psychologisayings. Coached by history teachers
cal battle between each runner and his
Mr. David Allen and Mr. David Marmind, posing the ultimate test. The
tinez, the Hawks Winter track teams
mental stamina and effort required to
will be hard pressed to live up to the
run track is almost equivalent to the
expectations left by last year’s sucphysical effort necessary. After all,
cessful season.
many athletes conquer their bodies,
In 2005 the Girls Winter Track
the elements, and their competition,
Team finished second in the County
but how many conquer their minds?
Individual and fifth in county relays.
This in and of itself renders track
Additionally, the girls achieved third
unique and only for the extremely
place in the NJSIAA Individual, as
dedicated. Senior Weichang Wang
well as fifth in NJSIAA relays. The
eloquently described running, statBoys Winter Track recorded a ninth
ing, “Track is about more than runplace finish in the County Relays,
ning in circles. It helps you discipline
along with a fifteenth place finish in Seniors Cathy Su and Ashley O’Brien race yourself.” The talent and discipline
the County Individual. To help en- ahead of the pack in a tiring practice run. of which he speaks is very evident in
sure the Hawks success this season
the senior track runners, who constithe boys have nine returning varsity athletes, the team grow stronger. Yau said, “We run tute one of the most dedicated and talented
including Senior Brent Scott, who finished and push each other and the weather makes classes in recent history to have run track in
last year as the top six runners in the county. it more of a challenge for us since it’s freez- such a large volume, so competitively.
The girls’ team also has many returning let- ing cold and windy.”
Coach Martinez has many extremely
ter winners including Group IV and County
Senior Dan Chang said, “We had a pretty high goals and expectations for this season’s
High Jump Champion, Group IV runner up successful season last year but with all of our Hawks. He expects the girls team to score
in 55 meter hurdles, and county champion in top guys returning, we expect to do some top five in the state for shuttle hurdles, and
55 meter hurdles, Senior Lataya Dixon.
real damage on the county level.” These high also believes that in the high jump relay
Repeating the girl’s prior successes may hopes are shared by the entire boy’s team. competition, Dixon and Parks could set a
be very tough. However, the team feels very Assisting hurdle and sprint captain Scott on state record. Coach Martinez also expects a
confident entering this season. In addition the boy’s track team is Junior Tom Urbana- possible distance medley record to be set by
to Dixon, the Hawks also have high hopes wicz, who also finished top six in the county Maggie Fry, Ashley O’Brien, Cathy Su, and
for Senior Dara Adeeyo, last year’s fifth place for the 55 meter hurdles. Urbanawicz will Carmen Yau. On the boys’ side, both coachshot put thrower in the county. Senior Car- also contribute to the Shuttle Hurdle Relay es hope to finish first in the shuttle hurdle
men Yau will run the 800 meter, 1600 me- and 4x200 meter race. Senior distance cap- relay, increase their place in the county reter, and 3200 meter races to further lead the tain Rob Gulya will run the 800 meter, 1600 lays and Individuals, and increase their spot
hawks to victory. Junior Yasmin Parks will meter, and 3200 meter races for the Hawks, in the 4x800 meter. However, along with
contribute to the team by running the 55 in addition to showcasing his abilities as a performance-oriented goals, the team also
meter hurdles, the shuttle hurdles, the 4x200 competent member in the Distance Med- has objectives more in line with the spirit
meter, the 4x400 meter, the shot put relay, ley Relay. Seniors Jigar Patel, Ron Lai, and of sport. After all, while the track teamhas
the high jump relay, and the high jump. In Chris Salvarani are the Hawks principal dis- brought the school much honor, it has also
addition to these runners, the Hawks will tance runners for this season as well. Some brought the runners memories to last a lifefurther increase their threat to the compe- promising sprinters and hurdlers are Juniors time and friendships to last forever. And so,
tition with principal sprinters and hurdlers Jawray Yu and Andrew Kim, and Sopho- it is united they stand and, united, they run.

Sports sneak peek: Hawks wrestling and bowling
Compiled by the Sports Staff
Following an exceptional year, Coach
Flora Arcuri had much to be upbeat about in
regards to the forthcoming bowling season.
When asked to reminisce, she replied, “ It
was fun and exciting. I miss last years bowlers - we had 2 all red division nominees.”
While the year may have changed, the expecations for the team certanly have not with
Coach Arcuri revealing the teams goals to
be “helping the bowlers progress, enjoying
the season, and helping the bowlers to reach
their personal goals.”

The team intself comprises of a talented
group of starters, most notably including
Boys’ captain Senior Matt Young and Girls’
co-captains Janell Sondey and Senior Heather Montemarano. The captains are supported
in all their endeavors by a talented array of
bowlers, including Seniors Mike Feller, who
has bowled a 258, Sergio Lopez, Alokk Kumar, Juniors Sean Coughlin, who has bowed
a 290 in the first match of the year, Troy
Krutal, Hiram Taylor, and Freshman Don
Montemarano, the boys; for the girls, starters include Seniors Stef Asprocolas, Kristin
Bartz, Veronica Peters, Juniors Bunny Pot-

luri, and Freshman Monica Sekhom.
This team’s best attribute is its camaderie;
Coach Acruri has even said, “Even though
the team has no star expectations, the parents’ group and team will make the season
fun and interesting.”
The team’s success comes after hard
work. This work, however, is not merely a
result of the work put in by the team, but
also reflects the work ethic of Coach Arcuri.
Coach Arcuri, whose daughter you may have
seen on the Apprentice, in addition to being
a dedicated teacher, is the the head coach for
the both the boys and the girls team, which
requires a great deal of work, needing to juggle the interests of both teams, while serving
the school and the students simultaneously.
Another highly dedicated staff member
whose hard work has produced tremendous
results in the athletic department at JP Stevens is Coach William McMullen, also the
coach for the boys soccer team.
This year, the team looks to build upon
its previous years’ record of 13-9, which also
included three District place winners, Senior
Gary Repke and Juniors Dan Keiser and
Greg Zannetti. The captains for the wrestling team are Seniors Anthony Cooney, Will
Miehe, and Gary Repke. When asked about
the team’s goals for the season, Coach McMullen replied, “ Our team goals are to qualify for the NJSIAA team tournament and
advance six wrestlers to the Regions. We also
want to have those six wrestlers qualify for
the individual state tournament in Atlantic
City.” Though the team has ambitious goals,
the season has just started for both teams,
both team looks ready to achieve and accomplish great things.
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Swimmers set
for
success
Riddhi Machchhar
Another year at JP Stevens High School
means the inevitable coming of projects,
club activities and another year of excellence in sports. The first day of school
is long behind us, as well are the first few
months, proved by the transgression into
second marking period and winter sports.
Nestled in-between the popular basketball, winter track, wrestling, and bowling teams lies the JP Stevens swim team.
Though the team is not very popular or
even recognized in the school, it is nonetheless one of which we are proud.
Two years ago, there were sixteen
athletes on the team. It seemed if the
swim team continued to promote itself,
as it had that year with flyers filled with
catchy slogans and pictures of Olympic
swimmers, then the team was ensured to
have many join. The athletes that join are
required to be members of another team
because the unofficial team does not practice frequently. Consequently, the swimmers that do join are highly conditioned.
Most importantly, this requirement would
even help them become an Official Swim
Team, thereby allowing them to gain
points in the GMC’s, where they have historically performed splendidly, year after
year, bringing great and honor and pride
to the JP Stevens community.
Senior Xiao-Xiang Wong is the “Organizer” of the JP Stevens unofficial swim
team. The Organizer is usually someone
who informs his or her teammates of
practices and competition dates. Wong
was asked whether the team had become
official this year. “That’s a hard question
to answer. Every year we try hard to make
the team official so that we could compete
with other schools, instead of just in the
GMC’s, but it never works out,” she said.
This year, the team planned to become official, but unfortunately did not
make the cut. This Winter Season, about
six swimmers participated to be a part of
the team. The 2006-2007 unofficial swim
team now consists of two seniors, two juniors, a sophomore, and a freshman. The
team was told that if it wanted to become
official, then its members would have to
pay with their own money. Not enough
members supported this condition and
the team could not become official. Wong
did not seem too happy about the current
conditions but was nonetheless optimistic. “We will compete in our best and most
top form in the GMC’s,” she said.
Seeing as the JP Stevens Swim Team
could be a quite threat for many opponents, it would be beneficial for its peers
to support the team during their competitions and help them flourish. The team
members themselves have expressed how
meaningful it is for them to have family,
friends, and well-wishers present at their
events, and to hear their praise following
the team’s results, which come only after
hours and hours of practice.
When asked for final thoughts about
the team, Wong responded, “This is my
Senior Year, and I have been apart of the
team throughout my entire high school
experience, seen the circumstances this
team has had to go through, and I only
hope that the team can be able to pull
through for next year and become official one day. I also hope this swim team
will be around for the underclassmen and
future students.” Although her hopes for
the team seem humble, only hoping to be
able to garner enough swimmers to last
longer, it is quite evident that through the
solid performances of the team, it is prepared to excel and compete at the highest
possible level.

18

Sports

December 2006

Much Ado About Sports and Stuff

On a cold, dark, winter night, Seniors Andrew Fleischer, Scott Silverman, and Jared
Rubin talk about the current sports issues.

Kansas City, who will get their on the legs of
my number one fantasy pick Larry Johnson!
A- Okay, moving on to college football, I really like how Florida made the college chamScott- How about them eagles?
pionship.
Jared- Waste of time, move on.
J- Lets not talk about this; I hate college
Andrew- Haha seriously, who’s going to football and the BCS stinks.
make the playoffs In the NFC. My Giants S- Oh great. Another one of those geniuses
are going to blow it at the rate they’re going that’s calling for a playoff system; The BCS
S- Well if my eagles
is
flawed,
don’t make it I’m
yes, but it’s
going to have to
all we’ve got
go with the Giants,
and for the
and my dark horse
most part its
the 49ers
right.
The
J- Wait, I have to
only
thing
go looks at stats
I’ll say is that
because I only folBoise State
low fantasy footshould
be
ball.
According
there instead
to ESPN.com the
of Florida…
saints
continue
They’d put a
to be one of the
whoopin on
NFL’s biggest surthe Buckeyes.
prises
But in all seA: I have to have
riousness,
faith in the Giants
Buckeyes in a
and also I think
rout.
that the Falcons or
J- Are you
maybe Carolina
trying
to
S- You think so? I
sound smart?
honestly think that
A- Blah blah
it will be the Eagles
blah
Scott
and it will be a disSilver man
grace to the NFL.
sports analyst
It’s pitiful that a
blah blah blah
team lead by Jeff Peyton Manning has yet again proven himself blah
Garcia could make to be a reliable playoff worthy quarterback. J- Yeah, the
the playoffs
BCS is flawed
J- Giants are a bust and the Eagles are too so why don’t they fix it? Tell me why Florida
because I am grouping them as two teams deserves that game over Michigan.
that lost to Tennessee. I also list the Colts as F- Because the SEC is a harder conference
a bust. That’s just pathetic
and they compete at a higher level than the
A- You’re ridiculous. How could you say Big Ten. The two good teams from the Big
that a team led by one of the best quarter- Ten got BCS births so what more could they
backs ever is a bust.
ask for? The BCS is all about making money
J- Peyton is the best quarterback ever; that and the sponsors don’t want the same game
might have just been a fluke. On the other played twice because it would bring in less
hand, the Eagles still stink.
money.
A- The Giants lost because Eli can’t finish a S- I can’t believe that you said that. You’re
game and the Eagles just have poor leader- actually right. My only question why the hell
ship. The Giants are really lacking without is Wake Forest in a BCS game?
Strahan and Aarington on Defense and their A- Because certain conference winners get
secondary is garbage.
automatic bids.
S- First of all Donovan McNabb tore his S- No, I understand why, I’m just saying they
ACL in the game
shouldn’t
be
they lost to the
in a BCS bowl
Titans, and you’re
ever.
right the Giants
A- Lets move
are garbage.
onto a sport
J-You’re just gothat we all know
ing to have to add
less about…
McNabb getting
Basketball.
injured as a yearly
S- Haha, Rubin
occurrence
and
what’s your take
you’re going to
on the Eastern
have to work past
Conference
it every year.
this year?
A- As long as
J- What’s the
McNabb doesn’t
Eastern Conplay against the Gi- To finish their successful season, Rutgers ference? Wait,
ants I don’t care.
suffered a tough loss to West Virginia. the Nets are
S- I wouldn’t care
in the Eastern
either, but I would be afraid of the annihila- conference. I like the Nets.
tor Jeff Garcia.
A- Corey get out.
J- Can we move on? All these bad teams are S- Corey Rubin has just walked into the
annoying.
room ladies and gentleman. What’s your take
A- Ok what about the AFC? I personally on the Eastern Conference in the NBA?
think Cincinnati and Denver because Den- C- I don’t watch basketball. Bye.
ver always finds a way to make the playoffs.
(Corey Exits)
J- The Jets is a big surprise this year, but they S- Corey never ceases to amaze me.
won’t make the playoffs. I agree with Cin- A- Come on Jared speak up on the Eastern
cinnati and I know Scott’s just going to pick Conference and the Nets.
some random team so he can say he predict- J- Yo, is Sydney Crosby still good?
ed an upset, so I’ll just pick San Diego.
S- Yea he leads the league in rebounds. AnyS- Well I disagree with both of those. I’m way since Jared clearly knows nothing about
going with the Jets, even though they have a the NBA, Fleischer who do you thinks gongoofy quarterback and a rookie coach. My na win the whole thing?
second team is going to have to be my boys J- I may not watch basketball, but Crosby is

the only thing hockey has going for it. Let’s their receiver caught that ball.
move onto him.
J- I stayed home to watch that game and fell
A- I’m going to have to say the Knicks are asleep. I woke up just in time to see Ito setgoing to bounce back and win it all.
ting up for that last kick.
S- Well I’m gonna say that Kobe will take S- He missed so bad. It was Ito’s fault they
control and leads the Lakers to a champion- lost.
ship over the Bulls.
J- You can’t blame him. He had to kick a 52
J- Can we talk about a funny sport like hock- yard field goal.
ey? Those Canadians crack me up.
A- On third down I’d run the ball for five
A- I like the devils.
more yards and kick a 48 yard field goal inS- I’d argue with you, but the Flyers are so stead.
bad that I can’t even talk about hockey right now. It’s so depressing.
J- Seriously what’s going on with Sydney Crosby?
S- I don’t know look up his stats.
A- Why does Jared have a poster of
Ken Griffey Jr. on his wall?
J- He used to be good back in the
day.
S- Good segway. How about Alfonso Soriano signing for like 8.7 billion
dollars over 8 years. Baseball is getting out of control with these deals.
Where did the Cubs find the money
to pay him?
J-From steroid sales on the black
market. Sammy Sosa was their biggest buyer before moving to Balti- Alfonso Soriano was recently bought for an
more. Now they’re making more excessively high price by the Chicago Cubs.
money from shipping charges.
S- Oh ok, good point.
J- How about that call on the two point conA- Actually you’re wrong. The Cubs are version.
owned by the Chicago Post, a newspaper A- Yeah, I don’t like that. When you have a
company.
Heisman candidate at running back, why not
S- Who cares? I like Rubin’s idea better. He’s give him the ball to get three yards?
got to be right.
S- Trillz!
J- The steroids thing is ridiculous. It’s only J- Were going to go back to 2005 when the
come out now because people are upset that forum used to do sport or not a sport conthe old greats are losing their records be- sidering were out of real sports and this is
cause of new technology and changes in the too short to put in the newspaper.
game (new bats and lower mounds). They A- So what sport should we do?
just have to accept that it’s going to happen. S- Madden… sport or not a sport. Let’s
A- How about the policy in the NFL? Shawn start with you Andrew.
Merriman and Hollis Thomas were both A- Well at the YMCA they’re having a Madsuspended for steroids.
den Tournament just like a three on three
S- Merriman might have taken them but basketball tournament. Plus it’s on Espn
who cares. Hollis Thomas being suspended and they are a sports network, so I’m gonna
was ridicuhave to say it’s a sport.
lous.
He
J- I disagree, I’m good
had steroids
at all sports but I lose at
in his asthmadden so it can’t be a
ma medisport.
cine. Those
A- Rubin your 4’10”
aren’t the
and 115lbs you can’t be
same types
good at anything beof steroids
sides golf.
that are used
J- Remember that time
to
build
we wrestled and I won?
muscles.
A- What, you mean the
They’re
time I got stuck begiving asthtween the couch and a
matics
a
coffee table?
bad
and
J- That’s the one. It’s
unfair rap
not my fault you’re huge
in the NFL
and got wedged in.
today.
S- Wait, wait, Madden
A- Yeah I
has to be a sport beagree, it’s
cause I need to be good
not
fair
at least one sport.
that they’re
A- Maddens a sport,
taking his Kobe Bryant has always been a key player I’m leaving. Bye!
chest medi- in the league, and this year is no exception. (Fleischer exits)
cine
into
S- I think he’s really anaccount when doing steroid testing. They’re gry that you’re better than him. That’s why
being too concerned about the image that he left.
they put out instead of just letting them (Fleischer re-enter)
play.
A- No I’m not gone yet, and you’re not betJ- Yeah, what he said. I don’t have anything ter than me.
to say, lets think of a new sport.
S- Final thing, Superbowl predictions, go.
A- What about Women’s College Basketball? Lightning round.
Duke is ranked #5 right now.
F- San Diego over the Giants 42-39.
S- Why do you know that?
(Fleischer Exits)
A- Cause they just put a whoopin on Rutgers J- Saints over Kansas City 3-0.
and I saw it on Sportscenter.
S- Wow, I’ll go Eagles over Baltimore 25-24,
S- Speaking of which how about Rutgers Alright I’m leaving as always it’s been fun.
blowing their shot at a BCS bowl. Man they See everyone next week if we’re not too lazy
stink.
to write this.
A- That game was literally in their hands if J-Boo...bad ending.
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The NBA keeps the ball rolling
Basketball since Michael Jordan first appeared on the national stage has not been
the same. When a player of his caliber steps
on the court, and impacts the game the
way he did, he sets the bar for generations
ahead. That is to say, he is the bar. One season, he scored over 3,000 points. That same
season, he averaged thirty-seven points for
a full eighty-two games. In addition, that
same season, he had eight boards and assists. Not many people can claim that. Not
even Kobe’s phenomenal performance last
year could. And Kobe had the luxury of no
hand-checks. But the question at this point
is, if there is not another Michael Jordan,
then who is new “bar”? Kobe? Vince? Iverson? Shaq is on the decline. Yao is on the
rise. Steve Nash has two MVP titles. Lebron
or Dwyane? The list goes on. But I think
you can make a comparison with one player.

series. My question is, who is there to stop
him when it’s showtime? I mean, he took the
Heat to the playoffs when it was just him,
Odom, and Caron Butler as the major players. He took his team to the finals and won
it with Shaq.
That is not to discredit other players. Ray
Allen is a scoring fiend, but he is no Michael
Jordan. Kobe Bryant, Allen Iverson, and
Lebron James are the three other players I
can put anywhere near Jordan. The opinions
vary, and they all are valid to a certain extent.
Michael Jordan would tell us to not compare
anyone to him, or him to anyone though.
That becomes difficult, because his imprint
on the game was stunning. He averaged thirty points a game for his career. He became
an inspiration for millions of kids. An icon
of his status can not expect to be extracted
from basketball so easily, nor can he expect to not be
compared to
when
other
players of talent emerge. At
times however,
it
becomes
impossible to
judge someone like Kobe
Bryant as you
would Michael
Jordan.
He
scored eightyone points in
a game, something Jordan
failed to do.
With unparalleled athleticism, Dwayne Wade completes a He The thing
slam dunk as the defenders are left powerless to block him. is, Jordan is a
winner while
Honestly, whenever people speak of Michael acting as 1-a, whereas Kobe is a winner while
Jordan’s dominance, they speak of his ability succumbing to 1-b, underneath Shaq.
to control a game and leave the opposition
What ever happened to the New York
stunned. Dwyane Wade did that last year in Knicks? I remember when Isiah Thomas
the NBA Finals.
became general manager and his first move
Last year, the Dallas Mavericks had two was to trade for Stephon Marbury. Everyone
games, and within six minutes were closing went insane for that. It was as if the team
in on a 3-0 series. The problem? Dwyane would be picked up. The combination of AlWade. He just went insane. It was as if there len Houston and Marbury with Keith Van
could be no answer, and if there was, Dwy- Horn running the wing would be unimagiane would still score. I was left mesmerized nable. Well, it was unimaginable because it
at how a single player would not, and could never really mounted to much. Houston
not succumb
was injured; he
to a loss. It was
was dropped and
inspiring howsubsequently reever, because
tired. Van Horn
Wade would
was traded. In
not settle for
fact, a lot of New
anything less
York was traded.
than a victory.
They traded their
I just stared
salary cap space
at the comfor
overpriced
puter screen
players. Soon foland wondered,
lowed people like
who else could
Tim
Thomas,
do that in the
Jamal Crawford,
NBA? A few
Eddy Curry, Jalen
names came
Rose, and a plethto mind like:
ora of talent, but
Kobe Bryant
no coordination.
and Carmelo
Now I love FranAnthony
or
chise, but why
Lebron. But Eyes surveying the court, Kobe Bryant place him on the
none of them looks to pass to one of his teammates. same team with
did it alone
Stephon Marbury,
in the finals. Though Melo or James didn’t Jalen Rose, Nate Robinson, Jamal Crawford
have that opportunity yet, Dwyane did that and Quentin Richardson? I mean, what funwith a weak O’ Neal. Kobe had the luxury damental purpose does it serve to do that?
of a Shaquille O’ Neal who averaged thirty- What purpose does it serve to pick up Rose,
five points per game in an NBA finals game and then have him leave? What good does it
and over ten rebounds. Dwyane Wade had a do to have Larry Brown and fire him, essenShaquille O’ Neal who scored a career low, tially blaming him for trouble that Thomas
five points, the game earlier and not that induced? The team is in shambles, and there
much better in that game itself. Wade con- are two men worth blaming. One is Thomas,
tinued his explosive spurt for the rest of the because it was his vision that constructed this

mess. He is not any Pat Riley, who construct- smooth operation of a game. Rather, it just
ed a weird Miami Heat team and somehow complicates the game, with referees, players,
won a title. Thomand coaches getas
constructed
ting into heated
the Knicks, and as
arguments, and
vague and obvious
makes all playas that would come
ers involved just
off at first readscratch
their
ing, just watch how
heads and wonthe Knicks became
der in amazethe benchmark for
ment
where
what a bad team
they can vent
is in a few years.
their
intense
They went from
emotions witha near .500 team,
out being peto roughly .300.
nalized by the
But the second
league for imperson to blame is
proper conduct.
Stephon Marbury.
Yelling, bickerHis career numing, and talking
bers are stellar. His
with a referee is
teams just never
just natural for a
went beyond a first
game with such
round. And when
a high intensity
he leaves a team, Attempting to pass his opponent, Mi- level, but the
like New Jersey or chael Jordan deftly dribbles the ball. league is cutPhoenix, they just
ting down on
magically get better. No, the teams happen to that through rules such as this one. No longet better point guards like Jason Kidd and ger will we see the passion that marked past
Steve Nash, both of whom can actually win years of the NBA exhibited on the court.
games and pull a team together. The Knicks David Stern was not even a player. He does
are just the opposite of what they should be. not even have on-court experience to use
They have an outrageous payroll of “stars,” when making inflammatory decisions such
and can’t get decent draft picks because they as this one. He began his career in a law firm,
traded so many away. New York should after graduating from Rutgers and then Coturn to New Jersey, because they won’t have lumbia Law School and since 1984, went out
much else to look to in the next few seasons. of his way to enforce strict rules that hurt
Here, if they got rid of Marbury, got rid of the game more than they help. Players are
Crawford, kept Franchise, Eddy Curry, and more disgruntled, the league is running a low
Quentin Richardson, they’ll be a much better slower, and there’s needless paranoia.
team with half the players. I’d trust Steven
The NBA is still a strong league. It isn’t
Francis running my team over Marbury be- the NFL, nor is it the MLB in terms of nacause he’s much less contentious, attacks the tionwide intrigue. But its gaining steam and
boards, and can still take a game over when much of it is due to the players. It is becomhe has to. or is forced to.
ing more indulged by the youth, and the talThere any many people in the NBA cur- ent is just burgeoning. Its history is so rich,
rently disgruntled by this new policy of with the likes of Magic Johnson and Larry
throwing around technical fouls when a Bird, and of course Michael Jordan. But the
player complains. The leagues defense: suck new wave of NBA players that have taken
it up. The player’s defense: emotion is part of hold of the game provide comfort to agethe game. Dubbed the Rasheed Wallace rule because of his emotional
outcries on various calls, the new rule
imposed by referees and the league
authorities has really inflamed many
athletes, who are used to expressing their frustrations to the referees.
Their motive was to reduce the likelihood of players slowing down the
flow of the game, which David Stern,
commissioner of the NBA, thought
to be a problem. Really, this new rule
is slowing down the game more, because when there are ejections, especially over a whimper from an NBA
player, even more time is taken away
from the game. Teams are negatively
affected because it throws a hitch in
a game plan, and it stings even more
for the fans and the team when the
referee ejects a player even when the
referee himself is wrong. The players
union is currently filing a suit against
the league for this blatant violation Driving down the lane to the basof the players’ right to express them- ket,
Carmelo
Anthony
attempts
selves and voice their concerns over to
outmanuveur
his
defender.
the game. In addition, many major
players are significantly affected by the mis- old fans. The rules may be stringent, but the
judgement of the referees, especially with hearts of the players remain intensely atmarquee players such as Mike Bibby or Car- tached to the game. There might not be anmelo Anthony being ejected unfairly. at some other Michael Jordan, but it is not as if that
point in the course of the still young season is necessary, or wanted. The game could use
The referees can call technical fouls purely new blood, new fire, and new personas.
depending on their will and what they see
Jeff Morshed,
as unsportsmanlike conduct, and this blatant
Sports Columnist
case of subjectivity does not lend itself to a
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