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“Our Town” takes the stage Key Club cuisine
By PAULINA LEE, freshman

GARY BROWN

Junior Danielle Sall shows emotion while playing the role of Mrs. Webb in “Our Town,” which was
a great success for Ms. Rich and the JP Theatre Company.
By BRYAN LIN, sophomore
“CARPE DIEM”: seize the day.
This was the defining theme of the
fall play “Our Town,” presented
by the JP Theatre Company. Set in
the small, fictional microcosm of
Grover’s Corner, New Hampshire,
“Our Town” follows the everyday
lives of citizens in an average
town from 1901 through the
1930s. The author of this play,

Thornton Wilder, disliked using
elaborate scenery and props during
the play, forcing the audience to
focus solely on the characters
themselves as they went about
their lives. Although the cast
members made this pantomiming
look easy and natural, junior
Danielle Sall admitted, “It took
many, many rehearsals until I was
able to perfect it.” At first, this
acting style might have appeared

FCCLA rolls into 2012
By AKSHAY SARDANA, senior

JP’S FCCLA team kicked off the
year in style this November. Five
experienced
members,
Ryan
Szemple, David Shah, Amrit Iyer,
Ruby Kaur, and Maxie LeSaux,
competed in the FACS Knowledge
Bowl competition at the National
Cluster Meeting in Colorado.
After different character building
activities, the team placed among
the top five teams, qualifying for
the final level of the Knowledge
Bowl
Competition
at
the
National Leadership Conference
this July. After their impressive
showing,
participant
senior
OPINION, PAGE 3

Ryan Szemple said, “The theme
of this year’s cluster meeting
was ‘Raising the Bar’, and JPS
FCCLA members did just that!”
The FCCLA journey didn’t
stop there. On November 21,
club members visited Pines Manor
for the annual Fall Leadership
Connection. During the event,
FCCLA members experienced
in round table presentations,
numerous workshops, and a few
fierce rounds of competition.
Officers also introduced a new
event called the cupcake challenge,
in which members had to create and

A future doctor thinks about passion

See FCCLA page 8
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confusing to the audience because
the actors had no props, but as
the play progressed, the message
became gradually clearer. “I began
to believe in what I was doing and
I think the audience did as well,”
said Danny Decker, sophomore.
The main theme of this play

See “OUR TOWN” page 9

KEY CLUB hosted its annual
holiday dinner on December
16th. As guests trickled into
the JP Stevens cafeteria, they
experienced all the usual facets of
a special dinner — soothing music,
people running around frantically
in last minute preparation, and
scrumptious food. But this night
was about more than just a meal; it
aimed to assist children in need at
the Children’s Specialized Hospital.
People entered carrying gifts of all
shapes and sizes — their tickets of
admission for the evening — and
planned to donate to children.
Early on, Beth Anne Myarick,
Community Relations Director at
the Children’s Specialized Hospital,
offered kind words to those
who donated and explained the
overarching goals of CSH and the
dinner: The collected gifts would
be a nice surprise from their “Santa
Clauses” at JP to all of the children
who are in the care of CSH.
She also played a short film that
highlighted the virtues of CSH; the
audience learned how, through the
hospital’s support, four children
were able to overcome various

disorders and lead ordinary lives.
Freshman Susan Miao said, “The
video was very enlightening as
I was able to see the efforts of
Children’s Specialized Hospital.”
The Children’s Specialized
Hospital is the largest freestanding
pediatric rehabilitation hospital in
the nation, treating over 16,000
children per year. These children
are usually affected by brain injury,
premature birth, autism, and other
life-changing illnesses. Key Club
members have developed good
relationships with the staff and the
patients, and over the years, have
raised up to $326,585. Revathi
Mekala, junior and Lieutenant
Governor of Division 10 of Key
Club, emphasized the significance
of the Key Club holiday dinner:
“The holiday dinner is a great
opportunity for Key Club to show
our school that the Key Club not
only supports worldwide charities,
but also cares for our community.”
Finally, as the food funneled
out, the festivities began. Key
Club members served foods from
multiple patrons to the students
who ate and chatted. During that

See DINNER page 8

JPSMUN victorious in Virginia
By ARIHANT SETH, sophomore
A CHILLY MORNING greeted 78
sleepy delegates on their way to JP
on November 18. An hour before
the school day began, two coach
buses left the parking lot to embark
on a three-day trip to Virginia
for JPSMUN’s first national
conference of the year, VAMUN.
The excitement was almost
palpable. Junior Smit Acharya
briefly commented, “Approaching
VAMUN, I was nervous, as I was
eager to see our new delegates
go head-to-head in a competitive
conference, but unsure of how
well we’d respond to the pressure
of having a title to defend.” Others
were affected by more than just

Your teachers... were once students?
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pre-conference jitters. When asked
about her emotions, freshman
Surabhi Singh’s response reflected

ERICA

LAW

Junior Ben Jang reviews his
speech in the UN Summit.

The taste of Stevens: delicious

the fears of many of the club’s
younger contingent: “I had never
been alone on a trip before!”
Delegates at VAMUN were
divided into General Assemblies,
specialized
committees,
and
crises with topics ranging from
the crisis in the Western Sahara
to the Wikileaks fiasco. During
the first two committee sessions,
JPSMUN members debated and
began to draft comprehensive
working papers with others.
After intense debate, some
of the experienced members
provided insight to the rest of
the team. Junior Vishal Bailoor
reminded his peers, “The key is

See JPSMUN page 9
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Hawkeye apparel on sale! (see below)
By PREEYAL PATEL, freshman
THOUGH ADVERTISING is not a course
you can take at JP, you wouldn’t be able
to tell given the budding salesmen you see
every day, all ready to take your money.
Fundraisers have made the simple task
of raising money to an often shameful
experience. I never realized how difficult
club fundraising was until I entered JP and
took part in the pandemonium firsthand.
Fundraisers, sadly, are a necessary evil that
we must face, especially when most students
participate in at least one club. This is where
the main problem lies: there are simply too
many clubs with too many students selling
club merchandise. There are more sellers
than buyers, and when supply
exceeds demand, the more
is not the merrier. This
terrible imbalance renders
the struggle to sell t-shirts,
chocolate, and even fruits,
difficult for many and practically
impossible for some.
The difficulty of selling
merchandise doesn’t just relate
to the impracticality of spending all your
money on club items. Some refuse to
purchase goods merely out of principle:
they simply don’t want to endorse activities
in which they don’t participate. It is not out of
selfishness, but out of a very understandable
reason. Freshman Shailja Anjaria explains,
“Many people don’t buy t-shirts if they are
not a part of the club, because they have
their own club merchandise and fundraisers
to worry about.”
The sight of students scurrying around
with a box of Gertrude Hawk chocolate in
one hand and countless order forms flailing
around in the other is very common. Some

of the more fortunate have picked up a
few tricks to make their work easier. One
common stand-by is seeking teachers as
consumers. Whether it’s out of pity, a sense
of obligation, or just a desire to further
expand their surely tremendous collections,
teachers are probably the most reliable
customers for the speedy salesman.
“Sorry, somebody already asked me,”
serves as a classic example of rejection. It
might hurt when you receive this reply after
asking someone to a dance, but it hurts even
more when a potential customer uses this

line to turn down your Gertrude Hawk offer.
After enough rejection, salesmen get fed up
and opt for a more frantic approach. In a wild
attempt to meet their sales requirements,
some students begin offering discounts. You
know you go to JPS when a $12 Odyssey
of the Mind t-shirt is being sold for just $6.
This makes you wonder: where will the rest
of the money come from? Of course, this

cash supplement often comes from the poor
salesman’s own wallet.
Several students have found themselves
in the hopeless situation of not meeting
mandatory quotas. I, too, have had the
pleasure of failing to sell a single Odyssey of
the Mind t-shirt, and, in frantic desperation,
I was forced to buy all four of the t-shirts
I was supposed to sell. Believe me, there is
nothing more disheartening as having to fork
over $48 to buy four of the same t-shirts.
(But on the bright side, if anybody is still
interested in buying, I’m more than willing
to sell a shirt to you!)
The fact that our school actively
engages in several co-curricular
activities should be an
achievement
worth
praising, but instead it is
the cause of a meltdown.
Most students join clubs
to further pursue their
hobbies and interests,
but fundraising debacles
sap the life out of former
interests. “Since fundraising is
becoming the most stressful
part of the club, it is completely
overriding the club’s original
purpose,” says freshman
Vaishali Ravikumar.
Visit the main lobby at the
end of the day and you can experience
the fiasco. Salesmen aiming to win over
customers try to promote their product by
screaming louder than the rest; they stand
behind tables set up along opposite walls,
displaying tasty treats to grab the attention
of hungry students. At JP, fundraisers are
anything but normal and the students are
now seasoned veterans. We have learned to
deal with this fundraising frenzy.

Here’s “the situation”: “Jersey Shore”
By DIVYA KORADA, freshman

“I CAN’T BELIEVE people watch this,”
said my friend as we stared in awe at the
television screen. We had decided to watch
the pilot of “Jersey Shore” on Netflix one
summer afternoon. Although we cringed
at the stupidity of the cast members and
shook our heads at the tacky one-liners, the
show kept our attention. By the end of the
day, we were hooked, and we’d watched the
first five episodes. The roots of
obsession had taken hold in our
minds, and we could no longer
resist watching more of
the show. We loved it.
Sure, I used to be one
of the “haters,” a girl
who thought herself too
intelligent and too busy
to waste an hour every
week watching “Jersey
Shore.” The show was
like no other I’d seen before
and, bizarrely, appealed to my
teenage tastes perfectly. In the
following week, I’d watched
all of season one. By the end
of a month, I’d watched every
episode and could discuss The
Situation’s idiocy and gush about
Pauly D just as well as any “Jersey
Shore” veteran. I am not at all ashamed of
my fondness for the show. “Jersey Shore”
has been responsible for not only teaching
valuable life lessons to today’s youth, but
also, shockingly enough, for improving
New Jersey’s economy. The many reasons
that elitists often cite for their vilification
of the television program are thoroughly
unfounded. “Jersey Shore” has brought new
meaning into my life.
It is a common misconception that
“Jersey Shore” has diminished New Jersey’s
reputation as a state. Some argue that the

hard-partying and frivolous lifestyles of
the cast may be misconstrued as a typical
New Jersey lifestyle, and one nationwide
poll regarding the public’s opinions of NJ
shows that only 18% of people actually have
an unfavorable view of New Jersey. But
tourism has also improved substantially since
“Jersey Shore” began to air. Considering the
financial benefits and minimal damage done
to our reputation, blaming “Jersey Shore”
for the negative aspects of our state is
completely unfair.

“Jersey Shore” is often blamed by older
generations for our youth’s intellectual
shortcomings. But after a long, hard day at
school, “Jersey Shore” is ideal as a mindnumbing form of entertainment and
relaxation, not as a mentally stimulating
exercise in philosophy. Moreover, deciding
that someone is stupid because they enjoy
watching a TV show in their free time is
ridiculous. Some insist that teens would be
better off if “Jersey Shore” didn’t exist. But
it would only be replaced by another TV
show or “useless”’ hobby. Our generation

can never gain the respect of other
generations. The cast members of “Jersey
Shore” are not, and never have been, setting
examples for teens.
Perhaps it’s better that “Jersey Shore” airs
rather than other TV shows; it does, in fact,
subtly teach viewers valuable lessons about
alcoholism, violence and character. The
effects of drinking are often portrayed on the
show; in the third season, Nicole “Snooki”
Polizzi was arrested for public intoxication.
Ronnie was also arrested at for knocking
out a man in a very brief fight, creating
turmoil in his relationship with Sammi,
which shows the negative consequences
of violence. Mike “The Situation”
was frequently ostracized for his
cowardice and dishonesty in the
house; his lying often ends up
with him smashing his
head into a concrete wall.
“Jersey Shore,” though
more famous for its vivid
portrayal of partying
and drinking, is more
important for the moral
lessons it unintentionally
demonstrates by example.
In addition to giving
me lessons on morality,
“Jersey Shore” has also
provided me with a unique
perspective that has benefited my
education, specifically in English class.
Mrs. Pham, my English teacher, gave me
an A+ for my character analysis of “‘The
Situation,” which emphasized how his
treachery and lies are similar to the traits
of a Greek monster. That’s right, “Jersey
Shore” has been directly responsible for my
doing well in school. “Jersey Shore” is an
entertaining yet somewhat educational TV
show, and its harsh criticism is uncalled for.
Skeptics should watch the show and truly
understand it before passing judgment.
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Yes, please? Rediscovering the lost art of manners
By POONAM GUPTA, sophomore
THE INTEGRITY OF our school rests
on the six pillars of character, which
collectively attempt to guide our student
body to uphold responsibility, accountability,
integrity, and other virtues. A lot of effort
is put into protecting such values. The
school administration, by strengthening
its disciplinary code, has cracked down on
cheating and tardiness, and in doing so,
has promoted integrity and responsibility.
Through it all, however, we’re forgotten
one valuable pillar: respect. Nowadays, there
seems to be little room for manners in school
hallway, which makes for an unfavorable
habitat. With people hurling profanity at
each other in everyday speech, screaming at
the top of their lungs across hallways, and
shoving and elbowing their way to class,
anyone could say our school is ill-mannered,
and even quite intimidating, at times.
This disease of disrespect can be traced to
current trends in American culture, especially
our love for modernity. The ways of the
past, when manners and etiquette were more
mainstream, are now considered “old” and
“archaic.” Common courtesy (from trying to
be polite to actually tying your pants at your
waist) has fallen out of fashion. A boy who
comes to school in an ironed shirt and shiny
shoes seems more misplaced than a boy

Worried sick
by the Web
By ANKITA CHARKRABORTY, sophomore
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE are plagued by a
new condition: hypochondria. Hypochondria
is the state of living in constant terror of
dying from disease. Upon experiencing the
slightest symptom, hypochondriacs become
wholly convinced that they are suffering
from an illness when they are not. Of course,
staying healthy is a must, but can we deny
that we have become too health-fixated?
Internet resources such as WebMD.
com have enabled hysteria to spread like
wildfire all over the Web. In 2008, Microsoft
conducted a study of methods used by
people to search for medical information,
and concluded that these searchers believe
they have the rarest, unlikeliest diseases
possible. Researchers found that roughly 2%
of all Web queries were health-related. Within
the sample, about 25% of users engaged in
at least one health-related search during the
study. About one-third of these users dove
deeper into information on serious illnesses,
a sure sign of trouble. People do not realize
that web results are often far from reliable,
so their self-diagnoses only cause further
concern. Eric Horvitz, an intelligence
researcher at Microsoft, purports that many
people treat search engines as if they could
answer questions like a human expert.
Rather than leaving diagnosis and treatment
up to professionals, “people tend to look
at just the first couple results,” he says. “If
they find ‘brain tumor’ or ‘A.L.S.,’ that’s their
launching point.”
In the age of Restless Leg Syndrome
(RLS) and obsessive-compulsive disorder,
we live in constant fear of afflictions and
ailments. The slightest ache or shiver
means impending death. The line between
actual ailments and paranoia is becoming
increasingly blurred, and we may all have a
little bit of the hypochondriac within.
However, sometimes, we do actually
contract a disease we convince ourselves
we have. The constant search for an excuse
to escape monotonous daily routines never
expires, and thinking too much about minor
symptoms might actually make them worsen,
whether intentional or not.
This mindset also impacts the lives of JP

whose waistband is at his knees. And that
girl who compliments her teacher? Instead
of being seen as good-natured, her behavior
is often deemed “sucking up,” and she is
ruthlessly teased for being the teacher’s pet.
Yet the most tragic part of our lack of
etiquette has been our acclimation to it.
What was so normal just a few decades ago
is now shunned everywhere. People might
argue that this change in manners is obvious:
time moves forward, and trends come and
go. After all, you don’t see people walking
around with poodle skirts or bell-bottoms.
But those things are just fads (fads that
I’m immensely relieved to know haven’t
withstood the test of time). Manners,
though, are something else entirely: a major
part of living a civilized life.
In high school, adaptation is paramount

to survival. Whether it’s braving throbbing
binder cuts or massaging stepped-on feet,
we’re used to it. We don’t complain when
somebody makes an obscene hand gesture
at us in the parking lot or curses at us for
bumping into them. As bleak as it sounds,
indifference to bad manners has become
a fact of life. In a poll conducted by the
Associated Press, nearly 70 percent of those
questioned stated that they believe people
are becoming ruder than they were 20 or 30
years ago. The trend is noticeable in large
and small settings alike, although more bigcity dwellers — a staggering 74 percent —
report bad manners. In relative hindsight, the
decline of etiquette has been a slow-moving
issue, whispering its way into our lives before
finally fully coming into full view.
The paradox of this issue functions as a

vicious circle: as we zoom towards modernity,
we end up losing our manners, yet the lack
of manners interferes with society’s progress
as a whole. Our face-to-face communication
has lost its inherent value, and courtesy has
been replaced by expressions of whim and
mere impulse. Gone are the days when we
actually thought before we spoke. I’m not
saying we should grapple with old-fashioned
standards of etiquette; we will never truly
return to the straitlaced, uptight values of
the Colonial era. Corsets, tea, and scones
just won’t cut it these days. However, other
thoughtful gestures such as saying “please”
and “thank you” don’t take more than a
second. Develop a sense of social savvy,
classy conduct, and common sense; we need
to learn to appreciate the smaller, subtler
things in life.

and sinking salaries, that is far from reality.
But because our parents told us so, we still
believe that medicine is
not only a respectable
and
fulfilling
profession,
but
also an extremely
profitable career.
Unfortunately, I’ve
come to the point of
skepticism where I
automatically seem
to write off all of
the aspiring doctors
I’ve met as singularly
motivated by either
the promise of
money or
by the
will
of their

is willing to accept. Compassion for
fellow humans and passion for science are
lamentably outmoded. If one says he wants
to apply his knowledge of science to help
others — to fulfill what most people regard
to be the primary responsibility of a doctor
— we automatically assume he’s blatantly
lying. The notion of sincere selflessness is
apparently ridiculous, since we’re obviously
only in it for the money. Being driven by
money is considered cool and edgy; yet, in
response, I can blame movies and television
for overemphasizing its importance. But in
the end, it comes down to our upbringing as
a whole. That doesn’t mean we should blame
our parents or anyone else, but the process
has been an inevitable part of American
modernization. The result is ultimately a loss
of faith in this new generation of uninspired
doctors because they’re about to throw away
their brief youth, their true interests, their
hobbies, talents, and passions for all the
wrong reasons.
And as for the third reason why I want to
be a doctor? Don’t worry, I still know how to
count. The last and most honest reason for
pursuing medicine is undefined, something
vague and permanently unique that all of
us future doctors will have to find alone
through our experiences; something that
we will have to articulate in essays using
five hundred words or fewer; something
indescribably perfect that we will have to
truly believe in. As for myself, I want to solve
pressing global problems through science —
my passion. If you think that’s lame, go find
your own reasons.

Too many doctors in the house
By DAVID SHIEH, columnist

I COULD SAY that a disproportionate
number of JP Stevens students aspire to be
doctors, but that would be an egregious
understatement. We don’t have to look
far beyond the Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute booth and its seven-year BS/
MD program at our annual college fair,
or our crowded AP Biology classes, or
the volunteering department at JFK for
this fact to be painfully obvious. Yet, before
anyone calls me out for being a cocky future
businessman defaming the noble profession
of medicine, I’m going to step up and
say that I am also one among these
hundreds. I want to be a doctor
too. But why is medicine so
appealing? Why are so many
students willing to sacrifice
large sums of time and money
on education to prepare
for the precarious practice
of medicine today? And
ultimately, is it worth it?
I think there are three
reasons people would want to
pursue medicine. The first two
come hand-in-hand: people want
to make a lot of money, and the easy
way to do that would be to follow
their parents’ advice. It’s incredible
that, as high school students, we
still think about medicine as it was
a couple of decades ago: a secure
career that provides high and stable
income. Unfortunately, due to rising costs

students. I’ve imagined countless small colds
turning into high fevers and often imagine
I’m “deathly ill” when I have multiple tests
the next day. These situations begin with a
line like this: “Mom, I’m coughing, and I
might be coming down with the flu. Is it
swine flu? My throat hurts a lot too…” This
rationale continues until I have convinced
myself that my cough marks the advent of
a debilitating illness. Reassurance from my
parents that I am healthy is futile because I
am ready to stay home and take a cocktail of
antibiotics to treat my “illness.”
We lose time for schoolwork because of
our obsession with health. The Internet has
harmed hypochondriacs more than helped
them, and confirms their terminal selfdiagnoses. Though WebMD, Dr. Oz, and
other sources of medical information save
lives, they also cause unnecessary fear and
worry among hypochondriac Googlers. The
best way to deal with heightened medical
anxiety is not by searching up symptoms, but
by relaxing and taking the advice of reputable
medical authorities, such as doctors or
nurses. The right information from the right
source can go a long way in ameliorating
anxiety and combating paranoia. Actual
medical advice is the first step for treatment
of any illness, real or imagined.

parents. To
be honest,
those
are
the only two
explanations
that
society
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It’s okay, keep the change
By VIGNESHWAR SUBRAMANIAN,
political columnist
COME NOVEMBER, the American people

deserve a new president. Barack Obama
made many empty promises in 2008.
The only one he has kept is his pledge to
“change America.” The
great American state
of opportunity, of
honest work and justlyrewarded success, has
lately become a welfare
state complete with
government handouts
and
class
warfare
rhetoric. The economy
has hit the skids.
The jobless rate has
skyrocketed well over
the eight percent Obama
promised and has yet
to show any signs of
dropping. Yet it is not
merely the economy
that
Obama
has
handled poorly. For his
attempt to orchestrate
a government takeover
of the health sector
and his failed foreign
policy, Obama should be
replaced in 2012.
As far as health care
“reform” is concerned,
Obama’s iconic bill,
the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care
Act, neither protects
patients nor provides
for affordable care.
Congressmen
have
exempted
themselves
from
the
legislation, and with good reason. True health
care reform would encompass tort reform,
greatly reducing doctors’ medical malpractice
costs, and set up insurance exchanges
across state lines. While Obamacare does
create state exchanges, the implemented
government policies will inevitably result
in rationing of care, which translates to
long waiting periods for doctor visits and

an inability to access certain medications or
treatments. Obamacare has been attempted
before, as evidenced by the abomination
that is the British healthcare system and the
debacle in the state of Massachusetts. As the
Massachusetts government soon discovered,
its universal health care plan was a colossal

failure — it failed to provide coverage to the
majority of Massachusetts residents, to the
point where it had to drop patients off of
its rolls to remain solvent. Yet Obama would
like to expand this failure to encompass the
entire national health care system.
Obama’s track record in foreign policy
is equally as weak. Since he took office,
America’s presence in the world has greatly
diminished; he has pandered to our enemies

while pulling the rug from under our allies’
feet. He has thrown ineffective sanctions at
a militant Iran, provided a continual stream
of aid to Pakistan, and even scuttled a Bush
plan for a Eastern European missile defense
system. The message Obama is broadcasting
from the White House is one of American
weakness and appeasement.
From the demands of Russia
to the growing military
prowess of China, from the
Palestinian-Israeli
conflict
to the violence of the Arab
Spring, Obama has racked
up a string of foreign policy
defeats. The United States
cannot lead from behind,
but this is exactly what the
president is attempting to
do. His feckless diplomacy
has only been augmented
by a tightening of the
Pentagon’s budget. Obama
canceled many vital defense
projects, such as production
of
the
state-of-the-art
F-22 Raptor fighter jet, and
may begin to reduce the
patrolling of the world’s
waters by American carriers.
He has left the military
extremely weak; we may
soon find ourselves unable
to respond to the most
basic of threats. Obama’s
ludicrous combination of
undermining
American
diplomatic interests and
cutting defense spending
leaves us vulnerable to a
host of new dangers.
Does a president who
has fumbled on so many counts truly
deserve reelection? Considering Obama’s
plummeting approval rating, the American
people don’t think so. It is high time Obama
owned up to his shortcomings. But don’t
hold your breath: he will always attribute his
mess to others rather than to his own failed
policies, trotting out the tired tirade about
Bush and even Clinton. It’s up to us to vote
Obama out of office in 2012.

doctors nor hospitals and creates a more
centralized version of paying. The system
has worked in Britain, and its field test in
Massachusetts helped to remove many of
its problems. The results of Obama’s tenure
speak for themselves. American healthcare
has moved up to sixteenth in the world.
Obama’s exemplary track record,
however, is not restricted to his work on
domestic issues. The United States’ global
reputation has been improving, thanks to
the President’s foreign policy. Obama has
toughened his stance on Mexican cartels
and has funded the Mexican government’s
war on its infamous organized crime mob.
Obama has unclenched the iron fist of
Republican diplomacy and has opened our
arms to peaceful nations, helping allies and
converting enemies alike. Humanitarian aid,
all but shut off under Republican presidents,
has increased from a trickle to a raging
torrent, increasing the standard of living
for thousands of people across the world
and giving food, water, and shelter to the
destitute of six continents. He has wrapped
up the pointless war in Iraq and redoubled
efforts in the War in Afghanistan against our
true enemies. He has brought China closer,
broken the bond between North Korea
and Russia, embraced the Egyptian people
in their uprising, and ended nefarious Bush
schemes to anger Russia through a missile
defense system in Eastern Europe. In fact,
Obama has made America the global power
it should be while tempering its hostility and

aggressiveness. We have more carriers than
the next six largest navies combined, and
yet there is great outcry when Obama halts
further manufacturing in order to fund Social
Security. A proponent of free trade, Obama
has made America into the responsible
superpower it once was and realigned the
nation’s priorities for the better. The whole
world recognizes the greatness and strength
of our president — just as we Americans
should too.
Obama has single-handedly transformed
America’s image in the face of enormous
opposition and stimulated the birth of
programs that now protect thousands of
Americans. He, like everyone, may have
his shortcomings, but his accomplishments
and his forward-thinking policies more
than compensate. They make him one of
the greatest presidents of the era. Gone
are the Bush card and the race card that the
Republicans love to accuse him of using. We
should instead recognize his achievements:
he coordinated the death of Public Enemy
Number One, the end to a damaging war, civil
trials in Guantanamo, EPA regulations on
energy, the safeguarding of banks and their
employees, aid, trade, and just plain common
sense. In the face of such accomplishments,
how Republicans can even think to call him
a failure remains a mystery to the growing
portion of America which understands
Obama’s successes. Vote for Barack Obama
in 2012? Oh yes, we should — and “Yes We
Can.”

2012: the return of Obama-rama
By VISHAL BAILOOR, political columnist
“YES WE CAN!” This powerful phrase
captured the vitality of the Obama
administration from election to his first
“100 Days,” his political honeymoon. Fast
forward four years, and we see that this
marriage may end in divorce. People have
turned against Obama, and a landslide win
no longer seems possible. Yet look at what
the “disappointment” (as he is unjustly
termed) has accomplished. Our economic
depression has given way to a recovering
recession. Jobs have been increasing, as
have income, productivity, and technology
funding. When a president does so much to
help, from improving healthcare and foreign
policy to assassinating bin Laden, is he
truly the problem, or is it our unreasonable
expectations?
In the last few decades, rising costs and
an aging populace have jointly weakened
healthcare and greatly decreased the system’s
efficiency. However, estimated health care
expenditures as a percentage of GDP
have fallen every year Obama has been in
office, despite Republican claims. Obama
has protected and enhanced Medicaid
for the poor and Medicare for the elderly
and fathered a new system of medical
insurance policies that can drive down health
insurance premiums. The Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act, or Obamacare,
promises to insure every American in the
next few years. The law neither reduces
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High school
ego-nomics
By ALICE WANG, freshman
WE LIVE IN A “ME” society that is too
superficial. People everywhere are obsessed
with money, looks, and fame; nothing else
seems to matter. The implications of this
social condition affect us directly; narcissists
aren’t uncommmon at our own school.
Walking down the hallways of JP Stevens,
I can’t help but notice several archetypes
of students that display the egotism that
characterizes our society.
One busy morning as I hurriedly flipped
through the pages of my textbook, the guy
next to me offered to help. “You know, if
you really need it,” he begins to say, “I’m not
that good. It’s just that I’ve…” He continued
to talk about his accomplishments. Great. I
thought. I’ve asked for help from a humblebrag. In a school in which students compete
against each other to get into top colleges
and many succeed, the “humble-brag” is
bound to come up. These are the students
who, when asked about their achievements,
answer airily, “Oh, I’m not that good,” then
follow it up by listing every award they’ve
ever won. They complain about the pressure,
the expectations, and their own inferiority;
yet still think they’re better than others.
As I sit down in class, I wave reluctantly
to the girl next to me. She waves back,
continuing to doodle on her notebook.
“Ugh,” she rolls her eyes. “I hate this class. I
have better things to do.” I smile and nod, but
I’ve just met a classic example of the “thisclass-is-beneath-me” student. Many of the
students in our school come from privileged
backgrounds, growing up with benefits they
have come to take for granted ever since
they were young. By high school, many have
developed the misconception that their
wealth or privileges make them superior to
others. This affects the atmosphere of the
classroom, resulting in a “who cares?” kind
of attitude.
It’s time for gym. As everyone splits into
their teams, I reluctantly join one. Gym is fun,
but with so many so-called “gifted ones” in
my class, it’s difficult to participate. “Gifted
ones,” teacher’s pets, know-it-alls; no matter
what they’re called, they are the epitome
of egotism. These students are particularly
easy to distinguish: they show off and try
to impress others. They flaunt the gift or
talent they possess — usually involving
athletics or academics — to the best of their
ability. Their actions, though not hurtful to
themselves, make others around them feel
inferior, untalented, or unimportant.
Lunch time is a break from the ego-filled
classrooms of JP Stevens. Though it’s only
halfway through the day, we’ve already met
quite a few narcissists. We don’t seem to
realize how much the “me-first” mentality
affects us. We tend to think that narcissism
is a flaw endemic to the rich and famous,
yet a glance at our school quickly proves
otherwise. The “humble-brag,” the “thisclass-is-beneath-me” student, the “gifted
ones” — they’re all examples of egoists we
meet in our daily lives. As we become more
aware of our shallowness, we shouldn’t yield
to it, and follow; instead, we should be
fighting against it, starting in our very own
school.
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FEATURES

You know you go to JPS when...
…every student cheats during gym class
warm-ups by merely flopping their arms or
legs up and down
…the school store has a coupon book
…and a Black Friday sale
…you never say a class’s full name. Instead,
you say langcomp, britlit, compsci, apush,
whap, calc, gov, psych, trig, chem, and so on
…there are more iPads than there is paper
…gym class music is so old that it brings
back middle school memories
…half the school says “sig figs” and the
other half says “sig digs”
…half the school is dressed up on any given
day, whether for a sports event, history
project, or AP langcomp presentation
…most of your teachers under the age of
50 constantly update their websites
…all the computers in the school have
Windows 7 and Vista stickers, but seem to
be running Windows XP
…lunch costs a quarter less than last year,
and it feels like you’re getting a quarter less
food
…your trash cans are all marked “USDA
CONDEMNED”
…you get a homework pass from your
teacher as a present…
…but you can’t use it since that assignment
might be on the notebook check
…the hallways are oversaturated with meme
shirts, including “cool story bro,” trollfaces,
and “keep calm and carry on” (or variants

of those).
…you see a different person every day
wearing a snazzy red Hawkeye v-neck or
hoodie
…speaking of which, email jpshawkeye@
gmail.com to buy extras
…the home economics room has chairs that
belong in the elementary school and tables
that belong in a daycare
…video editing is one of the most valuable
skills to have
…you would rather go to the public library
than the school library because they sell soda
and chips at a significantly discounted price
…teachers always seem to be out of library
passes on days you really need to print
something
…you despise the photography students
who take pictures of you as you’re running
…underclassmen will never know the joys
of picking their own sports for gym
…there are holes in gym walls decorated
with a rainbow assortment of gum
…seniors who have been accepted into
college walk into school without a backpack
or pencils
…gym teachers dance to the rap CDs and
baffling dance music they play in gym
...and Zumba is the latest craze — students
are forced to dance to “All the Single Ladies”
…the salad line went from least popular to
most popular in a span of four months
…the science department puts up a

“Chemist Tree” for Christmas
…Taste of Stevens has more food variety
than the school cafeteria
…you hear random muffled cheers in the
morning announcements
…you see a bunch of people carrying
around and talking to flour sack babies
…President Obama recognizes our scholarly
habits
…nothing ever happens
…no seriously
…the morning traffic makes you feel like
you’re in New York City
…half of your lunch period consists of
waiting in the lunch line
…and the other half consists of finishing
homework due the next period
…it’s normal for some people to spend
more than twelve hours at school
…whether it’s for choir, theatre, or any other
time-consuming extracurriculars
…your school sells holiday ornaments
…the week that a new club shirt comes out,
everyone matches
…Chartwells discounts lunch for the
holidays
By BHAVIA BHATIA, sophomore,
ABHISHEK CHOUTHAI, junior, and
ANDREW YE, sophomore
Suggestions? Comments? Email us at
jpshawkeye@gmail.com.

How to be a mean guy
By PARAG BAPNA, junior

SIXTEEN YEARS of observation have
made me a cynic. I’ve seen too much; I’ve
been heartened by too little. The world, my
dear readers, is plagued by a strange kind of
madness, well documented in occurrence and
ubiquitous in nature. Our country has tackled
the problem of injustice, and our scientists
have proven that it is possible to send man to
the moon, but now another problem looms
at large. One in two people are affected and
victimized by it. It’s a strange phenomena,
but a very real one nonetheless — he
unfortunate fact that nice guys finish last.
We here at Hawkeye have borne witness
to far too much in the hallowed halls of
JP. We’ve seen boys holding doors open
for girls who don’t even acknowledge their
existence. We’ve seen the token boy ask
the token girl how her day went, listening
intently; yet, despite the sheer number of
eligible gentlemen in this school, girls are
more interested in the confident, surly
guys with egos that are large and imposing,
like Shrek before he became nice. Now,
however, we must take a stand. We have
come up with some tips to help the spurned
nice guy overcome this universal problem.

  TIP #1: The idea behind a scarecrow
is that silence, creepy stares, and fixed
smiles will steer most organisms away.
Therefore, it’s important that beaux
in search of a lady do not fall
victim to what we like to call “the
scarecrow effect.” Avoid staring and
when talking, vary facial expressions
to an appalling degree. Make sure
not to look at her for more than
five seconds in order to avoid
this garishly detrimental effect.
TIP #2: Regarding stlye, boys
concerned with attracting a date
should know that girls have
tastes that vary from female
to female and day to day.
Rather than follow trends,
one should aim to set
them. Throw caution to
the wind! Wear that fanny
pack you’ve
always
wanted;
b r e a k
out the Crocs that your own m o t h e r
condemned; top it all off with a Snuggie!

TIP #3: Confidence is key when dealing
with women, so feel free to boast and brag of
your accomplishments. Always remember
to stretch the truth egregiously, because
no one cares for a true story as much as
one cares for an amazing fabrication.
We hope these well-crafted tips
supplement any holes in your
game, but we warn you that
they are not foolproof.
The most important
thing is to distinguish
yourself with a unique
mannerism. I, for
example, stress the
last syllable in all
of my sentences to
attract women. And,
I must say, it works
quite well. Don’t
be afraid! The
perfect girl
is out
there
somewhere, and
if you haven’t already scared her away,
Hawkeye is here to help you gain her favor.

Gooey sugar, egg shells, & mud balls, oh my!
By AMY HUANG, columnist
SECOND-SEMESTER
SENIORS
have
suddenly been overwhelmed by a glut of
free time, the pent-up free time that’s been
so absent these last three years. And nonseniors might not have any free time, but
still want to procrastinate. For the tired, the
bored, the huddled procrastinators yearning
to breathe free, here are some hobbies to try.
GLASS BLOWING: If you want to make
some pretty plates, try glass blowing! It can
be done with just a blowpipe, but be careful;
it involves playing with fire.
SUGAR ART: If you can’t cook but want

to create something delicious and edible,
try making sweet sculptures by pouring
liquid sugar into shapes and letting the
sugar dry. The final result is a sticky but soft
representation of any item imaginable.
EGGSHELL CARVING: This fun but precise
art requires you to empty out the insides of
eggs, then to carve beautiful patterns onto
the shells. Both delicate and ornate, these
sculptures make great Easter decorations.
CALLIGRAPHY: Although calligraphy may
seem old-fashioned, its beauty, simplicity,
and timelessness allow it to remain as one of
the most enduring hobbies.
TOILET SEAT DECORATING: This is a great
way to add a personal touch to a boring,

white-walled bathroom and to amuse your
fellow residents.
HIKARU DORODANGO: Hikaru dorodango
is a truly eccentric hobby for a truly eccentric
person. Known as “the art of creating shiny
spheres out of mud,” this hobby consists of
creating round spheres from earth and water
and polishing the balls (which can also be
used as billiard balls in college). This is a fun
and practical use of your time.
Seniors, throw off those college app
chains and do something with all that free
time. And underclassmen, a little downtime
is great for stress relief. So gather some
friends and start exploring what will become
your new favorite pastime.
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The workers
behind these words
By STEPHANIE TSAI, columnist
EVERY TWO AND a half months, the
Hawkeye staff runs around the school
at 7 AM, delivering stacks of the latest
issue. Behind every laugh-inducing and
argument-proposing page stand the
editors, students who devote their high
school careers to creating pages and pages
of typo-free, grammar-approved articles.
It’s no surprise that they seem to be
stuck in Hawkeye-land. For instance, when
asked about her New Year’s resolution,
Jullian Bao, opinion editor, said she hoped
to “take in all the bursting highs, melted
lows, and soft-vanilla middles” because
“what now may seem to be The Road
Not Taken will someday be a straight
stretch ahead.” Just as passionately,
assistant news editor Konya Badsa wishes
to “be confident and join Model UN”
in order to participate in her editors’
intense discussions, and assistant sports
editor Wali Sabuhi plans to “lead Hawkeye
sports past the other three sections in
popularity.”
It’s also no shocker that students who
contribute so much to their school paper
hope to give just as much elsewhere. For
2012, assistant news editor Frank Jiang
aspires to be less dependent on his lab
partner in physics class, and assistant
opinion editor Azeem Malik resolves “to
be better informed about national and
global issues.”
But as ambitious as they appear,
the Hawkeye staff is just a group of
teenagers. When asked about his hopes
for 2012, assistant opinion editor Zahra
Malik replied, “I want to use time more
effectively,” and news editor Alex Chang
answered, “I wish to not procrastinate
this year.” Assistant sports editor Rajvi
Shah wants to “wake up on time every
morning” and features editor Catherine
Wu wants to “read more and enjoy the
small things in life.”
As reflective as the staff is of teenagers
in general, they also mirror the diversity
unique to JP. Their resolutions include
assistant features editor Wenyi Zhu’s
hopes to “smile and laugh more” and
assistant features editor Ziqin Yuan’s
resolution to “work harder on everything
important.” News editor Shashwat
Chugh succintly sums up his outlook on
the new year with the phrase, “You only
live once.” Referencing the reputed end
of the world in 2012, opinions editor Ria
Sen wishes to “be alive on December 22.”
Ultimately, however, Hawkeye’s greatest
assets are their wise and knowledgeable
seniors, the role models and leaders
of the paper. The senior editors’
resolutions serve as advice that all classes
should follow. Sports editor Karthik
Ramakrishnan hopes to avoid a “severe
case of senioritis.” Editors-in-chief Pathik
Shah and Katherine Ye resolved to “pick
up French” and to “work harder, finish
earlier, and play harder,” respectively.
Sports editor Jasmine Yan wants “to be as
boss as Katherine Ye.”
Quirky, talented, and determined, the
Hawkeye staff makes it possible for us to
relive events in the news section, learn
about current controversies in the opinion
section, chuckle at the “You Know You
Go” column in the features section, and
bask in a wave of pride at JP’s stellar
teams in the sports section. So when you
flip open the June issue, control your urge
to look at who was accepted where, and
instead, take a look at the left column on
the second page. After all, without those
people, you would never know who had
gotten into Harvard.

EVER WONDER what teachers were like as
high school students? Were they athletic?
Social? Shy? Studious? Wacky? Band-geeky? Or,
perhaps, a mix of everything? It may be difficult
to conjure up an image of your mundane
chemistry teacher singing in a choir or your
gregarious math teacher as a bashful student,
but our teachers were also adolescents once.
Many were unsure about their future career. We
asked JP teachers about their high school years:
what some of their most memorable moments
were and how their experiences shaped their
teaching style. Here are the interesting, and
sometimes unexpected, responses we received:

Mr. Jones:

I’d say I was an “alternative-nerd hybrid”. I was very much into music, as well as math, science, and
laughing. I went to JPS; my favorite subjects were math and machine tool technology, metal shop/
electronics, chemistry, and vocabulary. I enjoyed BMX freestyle bicycle riding and performed in
competitions and shows, including the “Corio Show,” a student talent show. As a teacher, I try to
reach all personalities and I believe that we are all united because we all have to eat delicious foods.
#biology

Mrs. Baldessari:

I went to Metuchen High School and was a quiet, shy student. Math and History were my favorite subjects.
I played basketball and served as the co-captain of color guard and as the circulation manager of the
newspaper. One memorable high school moment of mine was earning a 100 on a trigonometry test from
a tough teacher. I feel that my teaching style has been influenced by my Algebra I and Algebra II teachers.
#math

Mrs. Vitvitsky:

I have always been shy; maybe my decision to become a teacher was one of many steps I took
to escape reticence. I attended a small Catholic high school in Detroit, MI. I was very involved;
I was part of the choir, student council, both the English and Ukrainian paper, yearbook, the
girl’s basketball team, the cheerleading team, and a young woman’s bandura choir ensemble.
I suppose the most wonderful among many memorable moments was being asked by my
now husband for a date. From my senior class only four senior girls went on to college. As an
immigrant to this country, I have much in common with the experience of many JP students;
yet, what is more important is that I can encourage or literally endeavor to push them to see
their real potential and to be honest with them to overcome obstacles in a reasonable manner.
#english

Mr. Ileria:

I took nerdy classes, all honors, and participated in varsity athletics. I was the jokester in most classes
and participated in many activities — I was in the Italian-American club and was a peer counselor.
I played basketball, poker, and football. Almost every day, I would stay out playing poker until early
in the morning, driving to McDonald’s to get breakfast. I did not date a lot and did not go to prom.
#math

Mrs. Liotti:

I was a part of the JPS Class of 1995. I was quiet and into my studies, band, and choir —
definitely not an extrovert. My favorite subjects were chemistry with Mr.Green, American
History with Mr. Walker, and Algebra with Mr. Babich. I remember challenging Mr. DeNicola
to an eating contest on a band trip and almost winning! Ask him; he’ll probably remember! I
started college interested in engineering, but then switched to biochemistry. I gravitated towards
a field where I could be around people more. I loved classes that left me feeling inspired. There
were certain teachers who made you feel special and eager to learn. Their positive attitude
and love for their subject matter always came across with every lesson. I try to incorporate
that enthusiasm into as many lessons as I can — even Lewis dot structures can be fun, right?!
#chemistry

Mr. Boufford:

I was a shy student, very much an introvert. I guess music and history were my favorite subjects.
I went to school in Bergen County. I can’t really relate to JP since I went to such a small
school — there were roughly 130 kids in our graduating class, so everyone knew each other.
Originally, I wanted to go to music college, but eventually changed to history and teaching. My
most memorable moments were going to lunch at the Goffle Grill with my best friend, John.
#ap_gov

Mr. Marzano:

My high school days were not very interesting or exciting. I was a shy student and did not do any
crazy things. I went to JP Stevens and my favorite subjects were gym and math. I also played soccer,
basketball, and baseball, but I was afraid of my coaches and would not speak to anyone unless I was
spoken to. My most memorable experience, outside of sports, happened on prom weekend when
racing back from the shore to make baseball practice.
#math

Mrs. Zupko:

I used to be somewhat shy, but I still enjoyed the social side of life, especially dances.
My favorite subject was English, what else?! However, I also loved sailing and raced a
14’ Blue Jay in regattas around the Raritan Bay, and even made it to Blue Jay Nationals.
#english

Surprised? Perhaps, as you read their responses, you realized that you saw yourself in some of your
teachers and perhaps you shared the same activities and interests. Hopefully, you saw a different side
of your teachers -- and have a renewed respect for them and the journeys that led them to teach at JP.
By SANJANA PRAKASH, senior

How to get your crush to notice you
By BHAVNA BHATIA, sophomore, and SHERILYN MORSE, sophomore

WE ALL HAVE THAT extra special crush for Valentine’s Day that we know everything about, but some of us still have trouble
coming off as smooth and cool, rather than creepy. After all, Cupid isn’t just going to magically show up with his arrows ready
to strike the love of your life. Here are some ideas on what to do to catch your crush’s attention, no matter what the costs.

Dear Girls,

1. Convey your undying love for him over a game of Halo or Mortal Kombat…
while all of his friends listen in.
2. Serenade him on his way out of the boys’ locker room.
3. Put up posters in the cafeteria with your name, number, address, and an
ideal date venue, hoping that he’ll surprise you.
4. Like every one of his photos on Facebook and comment on every one of
his statuses with a heart and a winky face to let him know that you want him.
5. Spray everything in his locker with your perfume.
6. Bring your family to the cafeteria and have them eat lunch at his table so
that he can have a meal with his soon to be in-laws.
7. Make a YouTube video of how much you love him. Share it with all of his
friends.
8. Offer to do all his homework for him.
9. Give him a lock of your hair as a present and ask him to keep it in his wallet
so that he always has a piece of you wherever he goes.
10. Tell him your New Year’s Resolution is to be his soul mate.
11. Friend his parents on Facebook. Tell them you’re their son’s future wife.
12. Bake him fortune cookies with your phone number written inside.
13. Dress up like a peacock and poke him with your beak.

Dear Guys,

1. If she follows you on Twitter, follow her in real life.
2. Serenade her wherever she goes: whether it’s in class, on the bus, or outside
her window at three in the morning.
3. Buy her presents like flowers, chocolates, a diamond ring or a marriage
certificate.
4. Steal all her books and run away, forcing her to chase you.
5. Make a shirt with her face on it and wear it every day.
6. Ask a friend to wrap you in a box and have yourself delivered to her house .
7. Record her breathing pattern when she sleeps and make a song out of it.
8. Cover your locker with pictures of her… and hers with pictures of you.
9. Dress up as a candelabra (with real candles) and threaten to set every guy
that comes near her on fire.
10. Switch your schedule so you can have every single class with her.
11. Carry around a mistletoe at all times, because you never know when an
opportunity may present itself.
12. Start picking out your tux for your wedding and make a list of possible
baby names she might like.
13. Lock her in your basement with enough food and nourishment to last a
lifetime… or until someone finds out.

Whatever you decide, make sure to do it repeatedly, regardless of the response. No matter
how many restraining orders or arrest warrants are thrown at you, don’t give up. “No” doesn’t
necessarily mean “no.” If you want to get that special girl or guy to fall for you before Valentine’s
Day, you need to be persistent. Any sort of attention is better than no attention at all, right?

JPS bucket l ist
What do you want to do before you die?

By DAVID ZHAO, freshman
THIS COMPILATION of what JP students have on their bucket lists
should be a source of inspiration to venture out of your comfort zone
and explore the beauty of nature, life and adventure.

Adopt a child or animal.
Start a non-profit organization and
get to know the people you help.
Go fishing. Eat your catch.
Make a wish at the Trevi fountian
in Rome.

Save a stranger’s life.
Ride in a helicopter or
fly one yourself.
Have a mudball fight.
Build a giant sand castle.

Cut your hair off and donate it.

Do an extreme sport.
Go on a midnight
stroll though Paris.
Write a book.
Go stargazing with
someone you love.

S olve the Rubik’s cube…
then a professor’s cube…
then a V-cube 6.

Learn to appreciate art
and classical music.

Get in a taxi and say “follow that
car!

Go skinny dipping in a freezing
stream or a hot spring.

Send a message in a bottle.
Read the Bible, Koran
or other religious text
from cover to cover.

Backpack through Europe.
Ride a horse without a saddle.
Learn to appreciate wine, but
not until you’re 21, of course.

Spend the night in an igloo.
Perform in public.
Dye your hair.

Try everything on the
menu at a restaurant.

Visit the Seven New
Wonders of the World.

Run a marathon.

Tour the world on a cruise,
on a train, by foot, on a camel
caravan and do something
crazy along the way.

Watch an eclipse. (The next
solar eclipse visible in our
area is on April 8, 2024.)
Scuba dive in the Great
Barrier Reef.
Look at Earth from outer space.

Make up your own sport
and hold a tournament.
Try every flavor of cake.
Make homemade ice cream.
Learn sign language or Braille.

Maybe you won’t do ten things on
this list, perhaps not even five. But
I hope that you will be moved to do
one thing that you hadn’t considered
prior. I hope this leads you to consider
what you want to do before you
lose the chance to experience life.
Whatever high school may bring, I
hope you realize that there is so much
more beyond these sheltered walls.
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Dinner, contd. The club that never sleeps
time, guests of the Key Club Holiday Dinner
remarked upon the success and inspiration
that they had received from Beth’s
presentation. “Outstanding event!” Key
Club advisor Mr. Andreuzzi enthusiastically
commented. “More than 200 gifts and a
cash gift were collected from the students
for the Children’s Specialized Hospital. The
organization made over $1000 in addition to
the numerous presents. The planning paid
off, and the committee and the executive
board performed exceptionally well.”
As the event drew to a close, each student
and attendee left the dinner feeling satisfied
about being able to help patients at the
Children’s Specialized Hospital — each
guest experienced contentment at being able
to spread some holiday cheer to those who
needed it most.
Only a few days earlier, Key Club held
“Project Showcase,” a regional show held
at JP Stevens to raise money for Project
Eliminate. There, key club members from
three districts came together to showcase
many of their unique talents. Junior
Karishma Motwani and senior Spandana
Narvareni took third place, and sophomore
Konya Badsa, the winner of the competition,
will be moving on to state finals in February.
With the money raised from these events,
Key Club is well on course toward meeting
its charitable goals for this service year, and
will continue to support those in need.

By SUHASINI NEELAM, junior
NEON BEAMS crisscrossing the dance
floor, booming music, the shadowy
background of the New York City skyline,
and a host of girls visiting the bathroom to
check their makeup — these sights are what
one would glimpse if they peeked into the
cafeteria on Friday, December 9 to see what
all the noise was about. The City Lights
Dance, hosted by the JP Stevens Key Club,
sought to create a dance centered around
the theme of city lights. The event garnered
positive reviews on both the dance floor fun
and the dazzling decorations.
Dedicated Key Clubbers attended daily
afterschool meetings for two weeks to
prepare the necessary posters and dance
decorations. They ordered dark gossamer
cloth, cut cardboard stars and decorated
them with aluminum foil, arranged neon
lights, and designed the skylines. The hard
work paid off. As junior Akshi Dhawan
recounted, “The decorations were really
good. It didn’t even look like a cafeteria.”
Key Clubbers had transformed it into a New
York City skyline dimly lit by neon beams
and glittering stars.
The City Lights Dance, however, was not
just a dance. Its true purpose was to raise
funds for Project Eliminate, whose goal is
to eradicate neonatal and maternal tetanus
from third world countries. Maternal and

neonatal tetanus (MNT) is a swift and painful
killer disease that kills one baby every nine
minutes — nearly 60,000 newborns a year
— as well as many mothers. These diseases,
which often stem from unclean deliveries,
can be easily prevented by hygienic deliveries
and immunizing vaccines. Despite that, they
still occur with alarming regularity.
This year, the NJ Key Club District has
decided to support Project Eliminate by
setting a fundraising goal of $79,180.38. By
hosting the City Lights Dance, the Key Club
contributed to that goal and made a global
impact.
The event featured a DJ, raffle tickets, and
refreshments, leading to the highlight of the
dance: the auctioning of slow dances. When
a person paid for a ticket, he or she would
receive not only a stamp signifying entrance
but also two raffle tickets — the prize being
a slow dance with one of the 24 people
being auctioned off.
Intertwining entertainment and charity,
this dance proved not only an effective
fundraiser, but also an effective approach
to raise awareness for an important cause.
“It was ecstatic, entertaining, and yet
enlightening... I can’t wait to see what else
is coming up!” said sophomore Sakib Jalal.
The Key Club is also planning to host a
Masquerade Ball and many other events to
further contribute to charity causes during
this school year.

Sampling JP
By TIFFANY LIN, sophomore
THE SMELL of crêpe, fish balls, panipuri,
and cheesecake mingling in the air lured
customers into the cafeteria for a taste of JP
Steven’s great cultural melting pot during the
fourth annual “Taste of Stevens.” Hosted
by the Humans Relations Committee,
this cultural fusion provided students and
teachers the opportunity to experience the
diversity within the school through music,
dance, costumes, and — of course — food.
Each booth, headed by groups of
students, showcased an individual country
and provided snippets of cultural aspects
through posters, symbolic artifacts, and
elaborate costumes. Finger-foods ranging
from English cookies and Japanese seaweedwrapped crackers to Guyana stew fish and

AKRITI NAGPAL

Sophomore Brittany Un and juniors Drishti Chhabria, Karishma Motwani, Hiloni
Desai, Ajith Sankar, Gurleen Singh, Priya Patel, Allison Gasci, and Tenzen Shakia
enjoy a night of food, dance, and beautiful decorations.
Hong Kong fish balls were sold for just a
quarter apiece. The more exotic foods, most
of which students had not previously tasted,
included Hong Kong’s famous yellow split-

CHARMI SHAH

Mr. Martinak smiles for the camera, accompanied by elegantly dressed seniors
Tania Makker, Charmi Shah, and Rose Gao (left to right) after a successful event
that showcased the unique and diverse cultures at JP.

pea pudding (made from coconut) and the
scallion pancake featured in the Taiwan and
China booth.
“People may think that other cultures
are weird, but by trying out new foods or
experiencing varied things, the diversity
of the event itself opens up their eyes and
broadens their perspective,” said Ms. Perez,
one of the advisors. “Human Relations is
about experiencing culture, food, and most
importantly, sharing differences with other
students.”
The new club members also took the
effort to bring live cultural aspects to “Taste
of Stevens.” The India group not only
served handmade panipuris, but also danced
to traditional music while wearing colorful
saris. Live entertainment also included a
French song playlist.
The presentation and finger-foods,
both exemplary, helped to achieve the
goal of Human Relations, as described
by sophomore Konya Badsa: “The event
not only allowed the separate cultures to
represent themselves, but also brought the
groups closer together by embracing and
celebrating their differences.”
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of Richard Kazandzhidi,
of the Science
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event. Among a
crowded field, Richard’s
piano-playing prowess
reigned supreme.
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Business Leaders of
America Members
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BRIDGES’ X-mas
By LAHARI SANGITHA, sophomore
THE EVENING OF December 15 began
in cheery spirits. Mr. Smith’s “ho-ho-ho”
jokes, background music from “Alvin and
the Chipmunks,” and the strumming of
sophomore John Lin and junior Rohit
Harvu all contributed to the party mood.
Guests of all ages streamed in to indulge in
the holiday cheer.
This event’s purpose transcended music
and holiday spirit; it aimed to attract
awareness for and provide a night of fun and
excitement for those with autism. Autism
is a developmental disorder characterized
by problems in social interaction and
communication. With an autistic younger
brother herself, sophomore Cynthia Lin,
chief organizer of this charitable event, said,
“If [people] just get to know these kids,
interact with them, they’d know there’s so
much more to them than just a disability.”
The pre-party preparation work was
accomplished by numerous JP Stevens
students from Key Club, Helping Another
Wonderful Kid Succeed (H.A.W.K.S.), and
B.R.I.D.G.E.S. Santa Claus (also known as Mr.
Smith), wearing a black leather businessman
belt, was seated on the auditorium stage
surrounded by colorful gifts and a large bag
of candy canes. Each child was led on stage
by a festive elf. White “snowmen” footprints
led the children to the next room where a
large banquet of snacks lay. Volunteers
helped serve the children and led the arts
and crafts, and all guests mingled and danced
to the holiday beats. Through the laughter,
and the music, junior Disha Soni said, “It is
amazing seeing all these kids and the smiles
on their faces.”
The lives these children lead can often
be difficult. But hopefully, the night’s
celeberations went some way towards
offering them much-needed joy. Mr. Smith
commented, “Seeing the true spirit of
the holidays reflected in the actions of my
students working with kids who are less
fortunate made the season truly come alive.”

FCCLA, contd.

and creatively display 60 original cupcakes.
This competition alone raised $1,200 for the
organization.
The club’s efforts have continued through
the new year. FCCLA held its annual
Leadership Boot Camp on January 7, an
event that gave novices an opportunity to
develop leadership and communication
skills. The club’s JP chapter will host its
second annual Prom Fashion Show on
February 8 at 7 PM in the cafeteria. Last
year, the show was a huge success. The show
offers an opportunity to see the fashion
trends of the 2012 Prom Season as well as
enjoy some refreshments. Ultimate Fashions
in Woodbridge Center and Ducoff Tuxedos
on Route 35 in Avenel are providing the
fashions.
As the year begins to pick up, senior David
Shah took some time to reflect on his career
in the club. “FCCLA has given me so many
opportunities in the short four years of my
high school career that I’ll cherish. Through
this club, I developed the capacity to become
a better leader, overcome my fear of public
speaking and take on responsibility. All in all,
it’s been an awesome ride.”

1697:
The
record- breaking

score attained by the
Knowledge Masters
Team in the Fall
Competition. The team
placed 7th globally,
while the Junior High
Team placed 3rd.
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PAWSitive
By KIMBERLY CHEN, freshman

WITH CHRISTMAS RIGHT around the
corner, JPawS and JPS FBLA dove right
into the holiday season with their third
annual Santa Paws event on December 3.
The charity event had two goals: though
held to raise money to continue supporting
the animals at the local shelter, Santa Paws
was also established to give the pets and
their owners the “experience of a lifetime,”
according to freshman Isabel Li, by having
their pictures taken with Santa Claus at the
Edison Municipal Complex.
Early Saturday morning, dozens of
student volunteers flocked to the main
building at the Edison Municipal Complex
to assist the homeless animals of the Edison
Animal Shelter. Mrs. Hubbard and Mrs.
Ribinsky, the advisors of JPawS and FBLA,
said, “It is fabulous to have such great
enthusiasm from the members of JPawS
and FBLA for the benefit of the homeless
animals.” The proactiveness and generosity
the students showed created the perfect
holiday atmosphere for those who attended
the photo-taking event. Pet owners entered
throughout the morning; looking to escape
the harsh cold, they found themselves
warmed by the good will of JPawS and
FBLA. After having their picture taken, the
owners left with warm smiles on their faces,
dogs in one hand, and colorful pictures in
the other.
From a volunteer’s perspective, as junior
Samina Fazli put it, “Volunteering at
Santa Paws was a truly a great experience.
Entering the event, many were admittedly
more concerned with the volunteer hours
they stood to earn. But, by its end, it came
to mean much more. Volunteers were
offered the chance to positively interact with
people, and, in this case, dogs.” During the
preparation for the event, students chose a
committee they thought appealed to them,
such as Registration, Printer People, or
Crowd Control. In each of these groups,
volunteers performed their assigned jobs
and supervised one another to make sure
everything was in order. About $1,200 was
raised over the course of three days, all of
which went to provide the homeless animals
with new play pens at the shelter. With the
leadership and commitment displayed at this
past event, the clubs will continue to raise
awareness for animals in need.

“Our Town,”
contd.

is presented in Act III: “Death.” Time and
people have passed away, and among the
dead are Dr. Frank F. Gibbs (Brian Abarquez,
junior), Mrs. Soames (Jennifer Miele, senior),
and Simon Stimson (Jesse Herman, senior).
Emily Gibbs (Rebecca Phillips, sophomore)
had just died in childbirth, and she proceeds
to join the dead, who sit erect in chairs
representing their graves. Emily then asks to
revisit her twelfth birthday in 1899, against
the advice of the dead, but it is only then
that she realizes how precious life is because
of its transient quality. Emily and all the
dead realize only after it is too late that life
is too precious to waste; one must cherish
every moment of life.
“Our Town” was a performance in which
a hard-working cast mastered the art of
pantomiming to convey a deeper meaning.
“Life passes by so quickly and not many
humans realize life while they live it,” said
senior Sean Brown. “Everyone wants to
grow up so fast but no one seems to take
the time out to enjoy life as it is!” The JP
Theatre Company crafted an enthralling
performance with “Our Town,” and they
hope for the same result in their spring
production, “The 25th Annual Putnam
County Spelling Bee.”
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JPSMUN, contd.
to believe in yourself. Experience and skill
are important, but only up to a point. After
that it just comes down to confidence.”
With debate drawing to a close on Sunday,
JPSMUN finally made its way to the highly
anticipated Award Ceremony. It was clear
that the delegates’ hard work paid off: names
of JPSMUN delegates echoed repeatedly
throughout the theater, with JPSMUN
delegates receiving the prestigious Best
Delegate award in a record-breaking eleven
out of twenty-one committees.
The team as a whole won Best Large
Delegation for the second consecutive year
as well, successfully defending its title. A
mere month later, however, JPSMUN put its
delegates to the test once again at its very
own conference on December 17. This
time, delegates were placed into either the
Disarmament and International Security
Committee or the UN Special Summit on
Globalization. Sophomore Sudeepti Vedula
recounted, “The DISEC chairs really took
JPSMUN up a notch by introducing a crisis
for the first time. I was nervous about the
challenge it presented, but I accepted it and
used my experience and outside knowledge
to respond and do the best I could.” At the
end of the conference, both committees
managed to pass comprehensive resolutions,
confirming the day’s success. Seasoned

Divertiendo
By BEN JANG, junior

JPSMUN delegate Andrew Liou said, “I
was extremely impressed with the club’s
performance at both committees. Everyone
has displayed remarkable progress since
the beginning of the year, and I think that
fact was reflected not only in the number
of awards we received at VAMUN, but the
general quality of debate at our JPSMUN
conference.”
Despite the crossfire in committee, many
JP delegates found the time to build lasting
friendships with their fellow MUNners. The
camaraderie that formed — both among
club members and conference attendees
in general — encapsulated the spirit of
diplomacy and international understanding
that MUN sought to foster.
The club’s positive work came to fruition
this past December, as popular MUN blog
BestDelegate.com ranked JPSMUN the
eighth best high school program in the
nation and first in NJ in their early season
rankings. But club members recognize that
much work remains to be done.
JPSMUN will continue its competitive
schedule at the Harvard Model United
Nations Conference next month and the
Washington Area Model United Nations
Conference in March. If previous success is
any indicator, the club will have its eyes set
on no less than gold.

JP Band drops a beat

THE SPANISH HONOR SOCIETY celebrated
the week before winter break with a
revamped Navidad party. This event, held
on Wednesday, December 21 in the A wing,
invited students to embrace Spanish food
and culture as well as engage in various
forms of Spanish partying. The evening
started with students gorging themselves
on the variety of Spanish dishes served,
including empanadas, tacos, and burritos. As
the food slowly vanished from the table, a
faint melody of Spanish salsa enveloped the
hallway, inviting students to the dance floor.
Upperclassmen and underclassmen alike

KATHERINE HUANG

Juniors Mohammad Nawaz and Sophia
Chen pose for a picture
found themselves captivated by the speed
and intensity of Spanish dance, and enjoyed
themselves well into the night.
The SHS executive board members spent
an exceptionally long time preparing for
the event. As senior Aparna Govindan, the
SHS president, put it, “Planning a dance that
takes place in the hallway is a lot different
from planning one that would be in the
cafeteria simply because of the layout. After
spending so many hours planning Navidad,
I’m glad that everything turned out well!”
The walls in the A wing ended up decorated
with symbols of the holidays and Spanish
culture from end to end, adding to the rich
decorations enjoyed by the guests.
The dance proved to be an enjoyable
experience just before the winter break.
Junior Mohammad Nawaz said, “Navidad
was simply spectacular — you got to enjoy
the holiday spirit of Christmas in a lively
Spanish atmosphere while having fun with
friends.” The Spanish Honor Society has
identified two more events it plans to hold
that will seek not only to spread awareness
of the Spanish language, but to provide
charity to those who need it.

Freshman Heidy Shi and sophomore Justin Jones share a picture during the
band’s holiday event. Money was raised for the Save the Music Foundation.

Santa brunch

Mr. Zazzali, could be found dancing with the
crowd to songs like “Party Rock Anthem.”
Dancing was far from the only thing to
do at this year’s Bandboozle. As senior Sam
Zhang put it, “If dancing wasn’t your thing,
eating certainly could have been.” A vast
assortment of food lined the cafeteria, and
students feasted on a buffet of dinners and
desserts prepared by the JPS Band. From
baked ziti and seasoned lasagna to freshly
made cupcakes and soda, the Bandboozle
was as much a dance as it was a profusion of
delectable treats.
The fun-filled night started with a bit of
a difficulty unknown to most. Sophomore
Kristen Tse, the leader of the decorations
team, remarked, "Although we had a rough
start, all the volunteers worked really hard
and we eventually managed to get everything
done on time.”
The team, along with the rest of JPS
BEAT, pulled off a successful dance. In four
short hours, it raised almost $300 for the
Save the Music Foundation, money which
will be used to benefit schools without music
programs. The 2011 Bandboozle certainly
ended the year on a high note.

THE JP STEVENS CHAMBER Ensemble
performed Christmas Carols at the Lakeview
School on the morning of December 3,
2011. Dressed in crisp white shirts and black
pants, each of the members of this select
choral group filed into the cafetorium for
this group’s performance. Their morning
repertoire included a variety of classical
pieces such as “Angels We Have Heard on
High,” “The First Noel,” “God Rest Ye
Merry Gentlemen,” and “We Wish You a
Merry Christmas.” The choir also decided
to mix it up by including a series of unique
pieces; they sang “Holly Jolly Christmas”
and “Noel Ayisyen,” a Haitian Christmas
carol.
After the concert drew to a satisfying close,
former COPA president Pau Lee thanked the
choir for the wonderful performance and for
performing at the Lakview School. Following
the concert, the Chamber Ensemble had the
opportunity to take a picture with Santa over
various snacks and treats. As the morning’s
events culminated, everyone departed with
their ears still ringing with holiday music and
their hearts filled with festive cheer.

JESS LIU

By MATT LEE, junior
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS AND lively music filled

the cafe on December 22 as the JPS BEAT
hosted the 2011 Bandboozle, an annual
dance for charity whose proceeds were
donated to VH1 Save the Music Foundation.
Sophomore Rohan Antony played music
as the night’s DJ, and underclassmen and
upperclassmen alike joined in the various
festivities planned out by their peers.
Dancing filled the night as students
seized the chance to socialize with friends
and enjoy the music. As junior Johnny
Young said, “It was great to get a chance
to wind down at the end of the year and
relax.” Sophomore DJ Rohan Antony said,
“It was an interesting experience being the
DJ for this year's Bandboozle. It was a lot
of fun, and helping a good cause made it
even better.” He played songs ranging from
LMFAO’s popular “Sexy and I Know It” to
the classic “Cha-cha Slide” from the front
of the cafe. Crowds of students danced to
the tunes under the Christmas lights and
decorations set up around the room. As the
party progressed, even the band’s director,

By ANJANA SREEDHAR, senior
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The rebound: JP Stevens Hitting the On track
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victories glass, grabbing 10 rebounds. Sky Harris
over Perth Amboy and another two solid tacked on 13 points, while Marvin Crawford
wins over South Plainfield and Wardlaw- added 10.
Hartridge, JP Stevens basketball is back. The
The boys continued the holiday spirit with
Hawks revamped their lineups and tweaked another thorough defeat of Perth Amboy in
plays, and their hard work has clearly paid off. the semifinals of the holiday tournament,
Perhaps an indication of their success was the with a final score of 53-41. During the
pep rally, where Marvin Crawford slammed a first quarter, Perth Amboy seemed to have
vicious dunk and pumped up JP Nation. The the upper hand, leading 15-10. The score
boys then
continued
wrapped
to be neckup
the
and-neck
pep rally
until
the
with
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f o u r t h
impromptu
quarter,
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Three
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r e b o u n d s.
d o m i n a n t Marvin Crawford (senior), with great form, goes up for a jumper His fellow
v i c t o r y against the opposing team, with junior Sky Harris rushing in for t e a m m a t e
over Perth back-up.
Sky Harris
Amboy at
contributed
home. Coach Jones set his starting lineup with 13 points of his own.
with seniors Brandon Ahmed and Marvin
Recently, to ring in the new year, JP
Crawford, juniors John Maxham and Jalen Stevens routed Wardlaw-Hartridge at home,
Sorrell, and sophomore Sky Harris.
53-20. Marvin Crawford dominated once
The boys clinched the lead early in the again, falling shy of a triple-double: 18
game, ending the first quarter with a 16-3 points, eight boards, and eight blocks. The
lead. Never relinquishing their hold, the entire team put in their best effort to help
boys continued their efficient scoring and the Hawks obliterate their cross-town rivals.
impressive defense en route to a final score
Adding to the win column wasn’t
of 54-19. Marvin Crawford, the resident possible, however, without a full team effort.
dunker, led the boys with 15 points, and Eventually, the long, tiring after-school
junior John Maxham added 12. A day after practices paid off in helping the roster work
Christmas, the Hawks soared past South together as a coherent force, combining
Plainfield, winning 56-37 in the first round individual strengths to make a potent impact.
of the Anthony Cotoia Holiday Tournament. Indeed, the Hawks have rebounded to
At the end of the third quarter, the Hawks become a dominant force in their division.
By NIKHIL CHITRE, junior

Ball so hard, this shot cray
By NATASHA RAI, freshman
HAWKEYE CAUGHT UP with Mr. McCarthy,
coach of girls basketball, for a few questions.
QUESTION: What would you say to students
who didn’t make the team? What would you
say to new freshmen and leaving seniors?
MCCARTHY: For the students who got
cut: keep working hard and try again next
year. I like people who put in the effort to
improve in the off-season. Hard work and
effort surely pay off. As for my freshmen,
they have shown great potential, but need to
continue working hard in order to succeed.
To my leaving seniors: it has been a pleasure
spending the last three years coaching you all
in this wonderful game.
QUESTION: What is the craziest thing you’ve
ever made the team do at practice?
MCCARTHY: I actually made one of my teams
dance a Soul Train line to music. I will never
forget their sashaying around the court.
QUESTION: What position did you play as a

kid and did you consider going pro? If you
could coach another sport, what would it be?
MCCARTHY: I was a shooting guard back in
high school when I graduated JP in 1990. I
never envisioned going pro, but I did play in

By RANGASRI RAMJI, junior
WITH A POWERFUL START to the new
2011-2012 winter season, the JP Stevens
wrestling team is improving. Some of
the highlights of this ongoing season are
the victories of Chris Miehe and Nico
Condito in the Holmdel Tournament and
Ryan Amaral’s recent win in the Edison
Tournament. Their record, as of January 13,
is 2-2, and the team continues to wrestle wins
from their opponents. When the team isn’t
participating in tournaments and winning
titles for our school, they’re drilling hard in
order to prepare for the upcoming obstacles
that might come their way. Coach Siter
explains, “We faced our first difficulty when
we had to get back into team perspective.
After the boys are involved in individual
tournaments, I have to make sure that in
the end, they all come together as one. This
season, we have become more of team and
I’m proud of that.”
Through the years, the wrestlers have
shown substantial improvement. Junior
James O’Malley and seniors Jon Hill and
Ryan Amaral have put in much time and
effort into developing their wrestling skills
which have equipped them with agility and
strength to plow through the season. Coach
Siter, the most improved players, and captains
Anthony Rienzo and Chris Miehe are the
team’s most vibrant sources of motivation
and inspiration. Peter Byun says, “There is
no doubt that Chris and Anthony bring out
the best in all of us. Chris always pushes
us to go past our limits and become better
athletes. Anthony corrects our mistakes and
makes sure that we always maintain a high
morale. They instill values of diligence into
the team, and they’ve been instrumental in
preparing us to practice and fight without
ever giving up.”
Along with the captains and the coach,
the wrestling team sacrifices a lot of time
and effort in order to meet the needs of a
physically and mentally demanding season.
The Hawkeye staff wishes the best of luck to
Chris Miehe, a successful athlete looking to
get his 100th win later on in the season. With
many dual meets still remaining, the Hawks
are still going strong, hoping to pin down
their season in JP Stevens history.

By RAVI AGRAWAL, sophomore
WHILE THE SEASON is not over yet, the
JP Stevens track team is going stronger than
ever. Despite what many think, running
around a track requires arduous effort. JP’s
own runners exemplify the dedication of
the sport and the diligence necessary to
shave even a millisecond from seed times.
According to sophomore varsity runner
Panth Patel, steadfastness is synonymous
with track. He explains, “Track is about so
much more than running — it’s about the
competition and the rewards. People look at
us and think anyone can run, but what they
don’t see is the mental fortitude that running
demands.”
This season, JP’s girls’ and boys’ varsity
teams are captained by Kristie Fan, Joel
George, and Nitin Saxena. When discussing
team dynamics, Coach Martinez said that the
boys’ team relies on a backbone of young,
aspiring runners in the sprints and hurdles
but finds plenty of senior leadership on
the distance team. On the girls’ team, the
coach places high hopes on Kristie Fan,
anticipating top scores in the county and
state meets. Nationally ranked sophomore
Jaashir Morris, the team’s fastest 400- and
800-meter runner, says, “Being a sophomore
in the finals with all seniors may be a feat
for most other young runners, but I want to
go even further by making it Eastern States
this season.” Coach Martinez accentuates
the fortitude this team has demonstrated
even through winter break, citing the teams’
hard work as memorable and particularly
inspiring.
Runners endure extreme temperatures,
yet they remain unfazed. Such formidable
weather conditions are just another hurdle
for fellow runners like Joel George, who
calls them an “unavoidable aspect to every
outdoor sport.” JP track runners push
through inclement weather, intimidating
practice sets, and the mind’s natural
predilection to succumb. In Mark Cooke’s
words, “Each season, I set new goals for
myself with the equal intention of surpassing
my past achievements. The feeling I get when
I break a record or make a personal best is
indescribable.” For our runners, unrelenting
commitment is just a part of the sport.

college. Basketball is my only love.
QUESTION: Describe the most intense game
you’ve ever coached.
MCCARTHY: The most intense game I ever
coached was during my first year coaching
the freshmen boys. Bishop Ahr had beaten
us by 28 points at home earlier in the season,
and we were playing them again in the second
round of the county tournament. This time,
we turned the tables to beat them 50-49 on
the road. They had been the number one
seed in the county and we were seeded 18th.
QUESTION: What is your opinion the NBA

lockout?

MCCARTHY: There are way too many teams
that aren’t making enough money. The
players are making a lion’s share, and the
owners deserved the bigger part of the
revenue distribution pie. The roughly fiftyfifty split is a fairer distribution and big
improvement for the league.
QUESTION: Who is your favorite NBA
player? Your favorite team overall?
MCCARTHY: My favorite basketball player
is definitely Jason Kidd. He dominates in
passing and rebounding. My favorite team is
Duke. I have been a fan ever since the era of
Bobby Hurley and Christian Laettner.

HOCKEY: Anshu Kataria (#3) glides on ice in search of the puck, with his teammate
Bryan Svitok (#15) in the back for support. The hockey team, coached by Mr. Peach and
Mr. Criscitello, is led by senior captains Alex Moskal and Matt Distefano, and junior captain
Alex Wallerstein. The goalie is sophomore Mike Small. According to Matt Distefano, the
team’s “offense and defense have been steadily improving. We have several consistant and
aggressive players.” The team continues to pursue excellence, as evidenced by their 7-5 win
on December 17 over Iselin Kennedy, and their recent 6-6 tie against Colonia.
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How to survive a shark attack
By GURNOOR TUCKER, sophomore
THE MYSTERIOUS, EVER ELUSIVE JP
Stevens Swim Team deftly navigates both
land and water. Hawkeye caught up with
amphibious captain Anna Volski for a
few questions and tips to navigate the
treacherous pool.
QUESTION: Do

you ever incorporate
swimming
strokes
and
movements into your dancing?
ANNA:
I’ve
incorporated
swimming strokes into just
about everything, including
volleyball
technique
and
ballroom dancing. I can’t say my
ballroom dancing teacher was
very impressed, though.

think I would still choose to be a dolphin,
though.
QUESTION: What is your best swimming

achievement with JPS?
ANNA: Freshman year, I got all best times at
GMCs even though I was sick for a while
beforehand and naturally a bit out of shape.
QUESTION: How long can you hold your

race sometime! There are some swimmers
who look so laid back while moving through
the water, they might as well be strolling
through a park or having a picnic. Then
they break a record. I find it mind boggling.
Oh, and I know some people can “Tebow”
underwater. I guess that’s cool too.
QUESTION: Are you secretly a mermaid with
the upper-body of a human, but the lowerbody of a fish with
fins and gills?
ANNA: Oh no! I
guess the secret is
out. The rumors
are true. I’ve been
living a dual life.

QUESTION: How
do you avoid or
lose a cramp while
QUESTION: If you were ever
swimming?
chased by a piranha, shark, or
ANNA: To
be
another terrifying sea monster,
honest, it depends
what would you do? What
on
what
you
stroke would you resort to?
eat. If you eat a
ANNA: I would probably resort
light snack, you
to freestyle, but I’m no Michael
can swim almost
Phelps, so I would probably
immediately
have more luck convincing the
without getting any
shark that I was a friend (not
food).
Senior Anna Volski and her sister smile proudly in their natural habitat, after cramps. If you eat a
surviving a shark attack with their superior swimming skills. It is truly sink-or-swim big lunch, I would
wait at least half an
QUESTION: Do you look up to in the Volski family.
hour. However, will
any Olympic swimmers?
a cramp make you drown? No, unless you’re
ANNA: I’ve always looked up to the amazing breath underwater?
Natalie Coughlin, 11-time Olympic medalist! ANNA: I think I can hold my breath for a bit a really bad swimmer. If you decide NOT
over a minute.
to wait and you get a cramp, just contract
and relax the muscle that hurts to make it
QUESTION: If you could be any animal in the
QUESTION: What are some cool things that feel better.
ocean, what would it be?
ANNA: I used to have an obsession with you have seen underwater?
manatees and dolphins, but at some point ANNA: I’m not sure what counts as cool, but QUESTION: Who would win in a race:
I found out that the sea horse is the only one thing that’s always amazed me is how Michael Phelps or a marlin?
species in the Animal Kingdom in which the the fastest swimmers look like they’re hardly ANNA: What a silly question! No one beats
male has the offspring, not the female… I moving when they’re swimming. Watch a Michael Phelps.

JP speaks! Pride, not prejudice
By ARJUN ARORA, junior

By NISHAAD RUPAREL, senior

FOR THIS SURVEY, there was an equal
number of male and female participants and
an equal distribution from each grade.

WHEN APPLYING TO college, someone
suggested that I take the word “sports”
out of my Hawkeye staff writer description.
“‘Sports’ seems juvenile,” I was told. Well,
I ignored the advice. To me, sports are far
from juvenile — they represent and preserve
the ideals of life.
In sports, an indomitable desire and
an unflagging work ethic are followed by
concrete results. Tim Tebow can be declared
doomed to fail in the NFL before he even
steps on the field. But if he puts in hours
upon hours of hard work and improves far
more than critics expect, no matter how
many naysayers voice words of doubt and
skepticism, Tim Tebow will become the
starting quarterback of the Denver Broncos,
and he may just send the team uphill.
The weak, when propelled by the powerful,
reach new heights. This past season, the
JP football team allowed an opposing
kick returner with a mental disability to
score a touchdown. A month earlier, the
disabled player told his coach that scoring
a touchdown was something he hoped to
accomplish before he graduated, and the
coach had a big enough heart to make it
happen. In the context of our selfish society,
people mock or ignore unrealistic goals. In
the sports community, however, unrealistic
goals become legitimate possibilities.
Mistakes are forgiven, and people are
given a second chance. Michael Vick can
stage illegal dogfights and be sentenced to
serve in a federal prison. He can ruin his
career as a superstar quarterback for the
Atlanta Falcons. Then again, after two years
in jail, he may emerge a better person, he may

QUESTION: What do you think is the most
played sport in the USA?
Basketball: 28%
Soccer: 24%
Baseball: 24%
Football: 20%
Cricket: 4%
QUESTION: Which sport, of all high school
sports, requires the most dedication?
Volleyball: 32%
Soccer: 20%
Running: 20%
Basketball: 10%
Wrestling: 10%
Football: 4%
Golf: 4%
QUESTION: What do you think is the most
difficult sport on the high school level?
Football: 32%
Soccer: 28%
Basketball: 12%
Wrestling: 12%
Lacrosse: 12%
Golf: 4%
QUESTION: Which sport, of all high school
sports, is the most exciting to play?
Basketball: 44%
Soccer: 20%
Football: 20%
Running: 8%
Volleyball:8%

show genuine repentance for his actions, and
he may be given another chance to succeed,
even if it is as a third string quarterback on
the Philadelphia Eagles. One day, he may
become a superstar again. Who knows?
Most importantly, in sports, the journey
does matter, and shortcuts seldom pay
dividends. LeBron James can “take his
talents” down to the Miami Heat’s South
Beach if he pleases. He can hope to build a
basketball dynasty and win eight titles with
superstars Dwyane Wade and Chris Bosh,
but it doesn’t guarantee him anything. At
the same time, veterans Dirk Nowitzki and
Jason Kidd may have plans of their own:
to finish on top before their careers come
to a close. Dirk’s years of disappointment
in Dallas might yield greatness, and he may
very well defeat “King” James in the NBA
Finals to earn his first championship ring.
Life can be irrational. But in sports, life
plays fair. To me, sports are proof that those
who persevere will eventually stand tall,
those who help others achieve their goals
are well respected, those who falter have the
power to rise again, and that one’s journey
gives meaning to one’s accomplishments.
Call me a sucker for fairy tales.
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Spare us
some advice
By SANA AJANI, sophomore

BOWLING IS A GREAT SPORT to enjoy
with friends due to the fun environment,
the camaraderie, and the sheer joy of
getting a strike. Yet how many of us also
experience that sinking feeling as we
watch the ball slowly roll into the gutter?
Here are some tips to help us bowl so
we don’t embarrass ourselves asking
employees to put the bumpers up for us.
CHOOSING THE RIGHT-SIZED BALL:

Though everyone loves to show off
their muscles by using a heavy ball, it is
essential that you choose the right-sized
ball according to your physical strength.
We often make the mistake of thinking
that the heavier the ball, the more pins
it will knock down. However, if the ball
is too heavy, you may not have enough
power behind it for the ball to even
reach the pins. The same applies if the
ball is too light, in which case it would
“bounce” upon release — the opposite
of what you want.
CONCENTRATION: Concentration is
essential in every sport. In bowling, it
is especially important to stay calm and
composed before your shot. Focus on
your next delivery, and imagine the ball
smoothly rolling down the lane. The
myriad distractions in a bowling alley
can cause silly errors, but just take a deep
breath and position yourself in the right
stance before you continue.
FOCUS ON THE ARROWS: The goal is to
knock all the pins down, but the key is
to focus on the seven arrows down the
lane. If you are right-handed, aim for the
arrows on the right side. If you are lefthanded, aim for the arrows slightly to the
left of the middle one. If you throw a
relatively straight ball, the middle arrow
would be a good spot to aim. Hitting the
middle pin, however, often leads to splits,
which are very tough situations to beat.
Therefore, it is good to hit at a slight
angle, known as the pocket.
THE GRIP: A good grip allows you to
properly release the ball and therefore
execute a proper delivery. Hold the ball
correctly by inserting the middle finger,
ring finger, and thumb in the three holes
and making sure there is enough room
inside. Some bowlers prefer to keep
their index and middle fingers in the ball
instead. There isn’t a “right” or “wrong”
grip; it depends on what you prefer and
find more comfortable.
CURVING THE BALL: To hit the pocket,
“hook” your throw to curve the ball.
When you are about to throw it, let the
ball roll off your thumb first to give it
a little spin. You might attempt to curve
the ball by twisting your wrist, but you
should ideally keep his wrist steady and
roll the ball off your thumb. The oil
on the lanes may also greatly increase
your hook, so curve your ball with the
conditions of the alley in mind.
THE FOLLOW-THROUGH: The way you
release the ball determines where it will
land and in what direction it will roll. It
is imperative to release the ball at the
bottom of your downward swing and
only after it has passed over your nondominant foot; this results in better aim
as well as protecting potential victims
behind you. Following through simply
involves continuing your arm swing
towards your target as the ball rolls off
your fingers.

