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FAREWE’11: Read about senior secrets, memorable moments, “YKYWs,”
words of wisdom, and college choices in the Senior Section from pages 4 — 8.

A Picture-Perfect Prom A Thousand Wishes

Dressed and excited for an eventful night, seniors and
their dates pause for a picture at a traditional pre-prom.
By JULIA XIA, senior
AS “PROM,” the Disney movie exactly resemble. Category two:
(and they actually made a movie those that dread the looming night
about it) said: “Prom is like the of flashy pictures and painful poses
Olympics of high school. You and are bitter about having to put
wait four years, three people have a so much effort into one night that
good time, and everybody else gets is only allowed to be such a big
to live on with shattered dreams.” deal because of years of previous
When the time comes for that tradition and the need to meet
special occasion that happens only their date’s expectations. Category
once in a lifetime and yet manages three: those that just don’t care.
to rob you of a year’s worth of Half of this group will give in to
minimum wage salary from your peer pressure, suck it up, and put
first job at the mall, people begin on a dress or tuxedo for the night,
to divide themselves into a number and the other half will be at afterof categories. Category one: the prom anyway.
overzealous romantics who plan
With so much excitement (or
months ahead of time on how anxiety) building up to the night, it’s
they’ll ask their date, what dress not irrational to expect a cascade
they’ll wear, how they’ll do their of disappointments — a surge of
hair, and what celebrity they will expectations unmet — but I can

not say that happened. I can’t say
that standing in the arms of your
friends while your parents (grinning
ear to ear) snap photos and siblings
awkwardly avoid getting in the
way isn’t heartwarming. I can’t say
that it doesn’t feel nice to spoil
yourself with a nice dress and a
makeover for a day after years of
concentrating on school activities
and work. I can’t say that it’s not
a nice culmination to a fun night
when you’re slow dancing with your
date and you can see that friend
from math class across the dance
floor with their date. Aside from
creating one of the most successful
businesses to attract the attention
of otherwise apathetic teenagers,
the inventors of prom either knew
that teenagers needed one night
where things actually worked out
like a movie or they just felt the
need to give seniors something to
fret over besides grades. After all,
senioritis has already kicked in with
the seniors now dreaming about
summer vacation.
Prom, whether you like it or not,
is a big deal to the the senior class.
It’s bittersweet, it starts drama, it
sows the seeds to budding high
school romances, and it probably
makes more people upset than
happy in the months preceding it.
When the night comes, however,
it doesn’t matter who you had to
trample to get there, because upon
arrival, everyone looks beautiful,
nothing else matters. No one’s
dreams are shattered, and I can
assure you that more than three
people have the most fun they’ve
had in a while.

had the opportunity to showcase
their banner. In first place came
the seniors with a large banner tied
to two poles to parade it around
the gym. The juniors’ artistic piece,

mixes and showcase to the judges
their unrivaled command of the
floor. Though some technical
difficulties arose, all the classes
persevered
and
displayed

JASMINE CHEUNG

By TIFFANY LIN, freshman

STUNNING, uplifting, amazing.
Words cannot describe the feelings
pervading the hearts and minds
of audiences on the night of
SerenAIDe. Alumni, students,
and parents put on captivating
performances, demonstrating their
support to the Wions family as
they helped raise money for the
ALS association.
The benefit concert started
seven years ago to aid Mrs. Wions
and her family in her husband’s
fight against ALS, a disease
that causes the degeneration of
motor neurons. Since Mr. Wions’
diagnosis eight years ago, this
special event has raised more than
$60,000. “Mrs. Wions means more
than just a teacher to us — she’s
like our second mother, friend, and
mentor,” senior Amy Kim said.
“We wanted to give back to her
and show her the same love as she
does for us through SerenAIDe.”
Senior Chamber members
Markos
Kantilierakis,
Justin
Marson, Sandhya Balachandar,
and Amy Kim began the concert
with a beautiful quartet of the
national anthem, followed by a
performance of “You’ll be in My
Heart” from Tarzan, sung by the
HarMENizers, a men’s A Capella
group. Kirk Geritano, former choir
president, returned to the stage,
performing “For Always” by Josh
Groban to celebrate miracles and
his everlasting love for music. The
following number, “Landslide” by
the Dixie Chicks, was performed
by senior Chamber singers Sandhya

Classes Clash in 2011 Battle Royale
By CHAD BALUCH, junior

It all came down to the
Battle of the Classes. The blood,
sweat, and tears that went into
Hall Decoration, the late night
meetings held by class councils,
the ostentatious outfits crafted and
worn during spirit week. All of
the work that each class endured
boiled down to this one event that
would make or break the year.
Battle of the Classes is one of the
most popular events in JP Stevens.
The event is much more than a
simple competition. The controlled
combativeness of the participants
seeking retribution, the rights of
the braggarts, and the sublime
performances of the contestants;
all of this characterizes BOTC.
As the audience filed in and
filled the bleachers of the New
Gym, the competitors — warriors,
rather — waited anxiously for the
night to begin. Senior pride quickly
displayed itself; seniors dressed
themselves in a uniform white and
quickly occupied the entirety of
their section of the bleachers. The
night finally kicked off with the
March-In, during which each class

FARAZ KHAN

The seniors cheer for their class before the battle begins.
the sophomores’ dance routine heartwarming
gestures
of
accompanying their banner, and sportsmanship. As the music failed
the freshmen’s trumpeting prowess, halfway through the freshman
courtesy of Bryan Lin, all fell just performance, all the other classes
short.
cheered sportingly as the tech
The highly anticipated dances crew worked to get the music
which followed allowed each team back online. The seniors again
a chance to show off their music took first place with witty and

goofy choreography, showcased by
Richard Tasik. The juniors pulled
off a surprise yet well deserved
victory as they quickly crafted
together a routine based on the
evolution of dance.
The crab soccer tournament
saw the seniors continue their
domination. In an intense
final match-up, the juniors
absentmindedly allowed the senior
soccer prodigy, Jon Salazar, to
sneak through the defense and
score on a breakaway. However, the
senior streak was soon cut short
as the juniors trumped them in a
titanic battle of tug of war. Halfman, half-genetically engineered
superhuman Chris “the Manimal”
Miehe was the man of the match
for the juniors, using his notable
physical prowess to clinch the
event for his class.
Going into the final event, a
daunting obstacle course which
combines skill and perseverance,
the title of BOTC champions — for
not only the event, but the year —
was up for grabs. The freshman set
the time to beat, but it was swiftly
beaten by the sophomores who
finished the entire course in blazing

Balachandar, Samantha Chung,
and Ariel Lee. With Samantha
strumming the guitar, the three
girls sang in harmony and delivered
a powerful message of how there
will always be a person there to
help.
Next up was Bel Canto, a group
of alumni who sang ”Time After
Time” by Frank Sinatra, arranged
by Mrs. Wions herself. Before
performing “To Sir with Love”
with Joey Joseph on the piano,
alumni Amy Toporek recalled a
life-changing moment when she
received her first solo after Mrs.
Wions saw promise in her talent
— a testament to Mrs. Wions’s
generosity and ear for a wonderful
voice.
The stream of performances
continued with Kelly Crandell
accompanying alumni Danielle
Steiner and Alexandar Pikarsky on
the piano for “O Soave Fanciulla,”
a song from La Bohème, orchestra
president senior Brenda Li
performing a very intricate piano
piece, called “All of Me,” and
the senior Chamber members
delivering a performance of “Love
Heals” — a song that accurately
summed up students’ cherished
memories of Mrs. Wions. ARK,
a popular group comprised of JPS
alumni, came onstage next and
performed a a mash-up of “The
Climb” and “I Will Get There,”
featuring alumni Anna Bansil. Soon
after ARK left the stage, senior
Akshay Kamath brought a change
of mood with a surprising twist of
comedy. He was joined by seniors
Dan Hoang, Markos Kantilierakis,
and Justin Marson, collectively
known as DAMJ, who rapped
about insiders and memories with
Mrs. Wions. The engaging act left
everyone rocking with laughter.
Next, seniors Joe Ho, Andrew
Luo, and Jeremy Ting performed a
mash-up of “Officially Missing
» continued on page 9
speed. The juniors followed but
were hampered by an uninspiring
performance. Even a record finish
for the rest of the course proved
too little to overcome the juniors’
hopeless free throw inaccuracy.
The seniors were poised to wrap
up proceedings early, but, unable
to locate an elusive M&M in a
whipped cream pie, the result went
down to the wire.
Despite losing the last event,
ultimately, the seniors reigned
supreme,
accumulating
the
necessary amount of points
to be crowned the winners of
BOTC 2011. On the back of an
inspiring overall performance, the
sophomores nabbed the second
place spot over the juniors, who
took bronze. The freshman
rounded up the standings with a
fourth place finish. Regardless of
the results, BOTC continues to
showcase the extraordinary spirit
of JPS students.
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More Than a Math Teacher Farewell To
By RIA SEN, sophomore

At first glance, Mr. Peters seems like a
perfectly ordinary person: he runs for fun,
plays the piano and guitar, enjoys director
Christopher Nolan’s work, and has been
spending a lot of time training his new
puppy. However, his students would disagree:
“ordinary” does not describe one of the
most beloved teachers of JP Stevens High
School. Alternately witty and serious, always
helpful and caring, Mr. Peters has made his
eight years at JPS an opportunity to touch
the lives of hundreds of students by making
math fun. Mr. Peters spoke to me recently
on a several subjects, including his move to
California, his own days as a high schooler,
and the years he spent teaching. at JP. Our
conversation provided me with insight into
the life of one of my favorite teachers.
A lifelong New Jersey resident, Mr. Peters
vividly recalls attending Edison High School.
He considers himself lucky for having many
good teachers but dubs his Calculus AB/BC
teacher, Ms. Schrancz, his favorite. Although
a self-professed nerd, he doesn’t identify
with any single label; he ran cross-country
and was elected Student Council president
and National Honor Society vice president.
This well-rounded student enrolled in
Drew University after graduating from EHS
in 1996, but admits that he didn’t initially
plan on teaching: “On the way to college, I
was thinking more along the lines of being
a doctor or something like that. Then, in my
first year of college, it became apparent to me
that I was so much better at math than I was
at biology and chemistry that it seemed silly
to fight it. I also started to realize that I was
pretty good at explaining things to people,
so teaching math made a lot of sense.”
When I ask him why his teaching method
works, he answers frankly. “I think that
students just like me,” he tells me, “and I
think I could be teaching almost any subject
if I were knowledgeable enough to be a
good teacher. I don’t think it’s pre-calculus

or math, but that students take a liking to me
and give me a fair crack.” His words are true;
on the online forum RateMyTeachers.com,
he has earned a 4.7/5 rating and is given
the ultimate seal of approval with an icon
of a bespectacled smiley face glowing next
to his name. When I mention this, he grins:
“People still use that?”
Mr. Peters gets his greatest kicks when
he realizes that he has successfully taught a
lesson, but also loves the ineffable moments
of joy he refers to as “the funny stuff.” His
students would agree; an instrumental part
of Mr. Peters’ lectures is his sense of humor
and the laughs his deadpan deliveries elicit.
Anybody in his pre-calculus classes can still
laugh at old favorites, including the dangers
of buying a hot tub on credit, the synonymy
of “leafy” and “windy,” and the Boz-Higgins
Quantity. The omnibus of Mr. Peters’ jokes
is probably as thick as the class textbook.
In spite of his humility, Mr. Peters is
aware that he is a great teacher, admitting,
“I wouldn’t keep [teaching] if I didn’t know
I was good at it.” He goes on to explain
that, if he didn’t feel that his teaching was
productive, he likely wouldn’t have sought a
job at Palo Alto High School, where he will
begin working next fall. Yet, his dedication to
his job would not wane if he were unpopular.
He declares firmly, “I do not need validation
from my students.”
At the end of our conversation, I ask
Mr. Peters if there are any final lessons he
wishes to impart upon his J.P. students. He
pauses for a moment, thoughtfully, and then
tells me, “Mark Twain said ‘It is noble to be
good; it is still nobler to teach others to be
good — and less trouble.’ That sums up the
way I conduct myself in class, and my goal:
I would like my students to take away not
formulas or answers, but the ability to think
and learn for themselves.” Without a doubt,
Mr. Peters was a mentor to many at JPS, and
he will be missed along with Ms. DiGioia,
Ms. Ferreri, Ms. Maruca, and Ms. Wions, all
teachers leaving this June (see page 3).
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Drishti chhabria

John P. Stevens Key Club members rejoice after a succesful District Convention.
bigger — and that’s what makes us strive to
By KONYA BADSA, freshman
be better people and leaders willing to make
 The weekend of April 8th was quite a difference in others’ lives.”
enjoyable one, full of spirit and enthusiasm,
Apart from the unity among the NJKey
as Key Clubbers from all over New Jersey clubs, the JPS Key Club stood out by receiving
gathered in King of Prussia, Pennsylvania at recognition for its talented members. The
the Valley Forge Convention Center for the Key Club Advocacy Committee won third
annual Key Club District Convention.
place for the Major Emphasis Award. Junior
DCON is the biggest event of the Matt Swulinski won first place for best Club
year for all Key Clubs across the state, at Website. Senior Dhaval Mehta not only won
which members learn leadership skills in the Oratorical Essay Competition, but was
workshops, show off their talents in a Talent also deemed as a Gold Member of Key
Show and receive awards in certain contests, Club. Krishna Patel won the Impromptu
hear inspiring and motivating orations, elect Essay Contest, and she, along with Vishal
the District board, and most importantly, Patel, placed first for Club Bulletin.
show their enthusiasm and love for the
The weekend ended with a “Cirque du
organization and the following service year! Service” Dance and farewell session before
As sophomore Revathi Mekala, one of the members packed their bags and reluctantly
our Lieutenant Governors for the next headed back home. District Convention
service year, put it, “DCON shows all us was a weekend full of excitement for the
Key Clubbers that we’re not just part of upcoming service year, with many members
our own school clubs, but something even ready to make a difference in the world.

Mrs. Wions
By ANJANA SREEDHAR, junior

Mrs. Diane Wions, the choral director at
JPS, will be retiring after 38 years of service
in Edison. Mrs. Wions has taught at several
schools, including John Adams and Herbert
Hoover. I got the opportunity to sit and chat
with her about her life as a teacher at JPS.
Anjana Sreedhar: What motivated you to
go into teaching music?
Mrs. Wions: I knew that I always wanted to
be a teacher, but I wasn’t sure what I wanted
to teach. Actually, I was in band (laughs), but
I decided to try out for the musical in high
school. The choir teacher heard me and was
impressed with my voice, and immediately
put me in the highest ensemble. Once I
joined the choir class, I absolutely fell in love
with it. It was a remarkable experience. I
never looked back. I knew that this is what I
wanted to teach.
AS: Your husband has been diagnosed with
a terminal illness known as ALS for a little
over ten years now. How did you find the
strength to continue teaching and supporting
your husband?
MW: Simply coming to teach here every day
gave me the courage to support my husband.
The positive energy that I experience and
the love that I receive on a regular basis has
really helped me balance my teaching career
with taking care of my husband.
AS: What has been your best moment in
your career as a music teacher?
MW: (laughs) It’s a process. There is never
one best moment, just like there never is one
best student. Every moment, every student,
is the best and I am thankful for each and
every one.
AS: You’ve been a teacher at John Adams
Middle School before. What do you think
is the difference between teaching middle
school and high school kids?
MW: The energy of the middle schoolers was
extremely high! (laughs) They were always
buzzing around like little bees. They could be
hyperactive, but I loved working with them.
In high school, kids are calmer and more
focused, so they’re easier to work with.
AS: What has been the greatest challenge in
your career?
MW: I would definitely say that balancing
family life with my career is a huge challenge.
Teaching here is very time consuming and
sometimes I find it difficult to spend time
with my family.
AS: What will you miss most about teaching
at JPS?
MW: (laughs) I’ll definitely miss my bubbelehs
(sweetie pies) and making music with such
talented students. The ability to create music
with these gifted kids is an experience I will
never forget.
AS: How do you feel knowing that you have
improved JPS’s choral program?
MW: Actually the credit should go to the
hardworking students, whose talent and
perseverance has helped make the choral
program here a success. I am extremely
proud of all my students and the music that
we can create together.
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Wishes, CONT. Three Beloved JPS Teachers Retire
You” by Tamia and “When the Lights Burn
Out” by Chris Ceñdena, alumnus Santosh
Balachandar performed “Stay with You”
by John Legend accompanied by junior
Julia Maxham, and Dan Wions, son of the
beloved choir director, performed an original
piano piece, “From Nightmares to Miracles,”
based on the book his father is writing. Marc
Schlesinger continued with an original piece,
“Eshet Chayil” (a Hebrew phrase meaning
“woman of valor”) and JPSCOPA followed
with a pleasant surprise by calling the parents
and chaperones onstage for a performance.
The New Kids on the Risers, a group of
alumni, then performed a medley of “Count
on Me” by Bruno Mars, “I’m Yours” by
Jason Mraz, and “Three Little Birds” by Bob
Marley. The last performance before the
Grand Finale was “The Prayer” performed
by co-Choir presidents senior Amy Kim and
junior Julia Maxham, accompanied by senior
Cecilia Jiang.
Lastly, as with every year, the JP Stevens
Chamber Ensemble sung “On the Morrow,”
a meaningful and symbolic song addressed to
Mrs. Wions. “The lyrics state that when the
sun rises, there will be no more sorrow and
pain,” senior Amy Kim said. “This song is
to let the Wions family know that the future
will be all right because the sun will rise the
next day and we can forget about yesterday’s
pain.” The Chamber co-Presidents then
delivered one last surprise, asking anyone
who knew “Lord Bless You and Keep You”
to join in one last song. Sophomore Frank
Jiang noted, “Although I didn’t know the
lyrics to the song, I felt very connected to
the choir and Ms. Wions.” As Mrs. Wions
conducted the audience, the whole room
echoed in beautiful harmony: an emotional
end to a long and successful career of
helping students achieve their potential.

By DR. BUONOMO, MS. WEIGELE, and
MS. DIGIOIA-LAIRD

Ms. Maruca has dedicated her teaching
career of 32 years to the Edison Township
Public Schools. She has taught both English
as a Second Language (ESL) and French at
JP Stevens, Herbert Hoover, John Adams,
and Thomas Jefferson, as well as teaching
ESL in Edison’s adult school. After a long
and rewarding career as a World Language
teacher, Ms. Maruca is now looking forward
to a new chapter in her life. She will be
enjoying time on the beach and on her boat
in addition to babysitting her new grandson
Cole. Vous nous manquerez, Madame.

MS. FERRERI is retiring after 28 years of
service as an English teacher and co-advisor
of Rutgers Academic Challenge and STARS
for ten years. After three consecutive years
of winning Rutgers Academic Challenge,
the state of NJ commended her team with
a resolution. The township of Edison also
awarded a resolution to Mrs. Ferreri and
her students when her college studies skills
classes won the NBA Community Service
National Competition. In 2001, Mrs. Ferreri
was nominated as Outstanding Teacher of
the Year. Mrs. Ferreri has three sons, two
grandchildren, and a German shepherd
puppy. She was recently married and is
moving to Doylestown, PA.

Ms. DiGioia has dedicated her entire
professional career, spanning over 40 years,
to JP Stevens. Though she teaches biology,
she has committed much of her time outside
the classroom: Ms. DiGioia has served as an
adviser for Key Club, Girls Service Club, and
NHS; a coach for the Cheerleading squad
and the LifeSmarts team; and co-curricular
adviser for over ten years. When not advising
clubs, Ms. DiGioia participates in them. After
joining the knitting club, she created several
baby outfits, afghans for the homeless, and
scarves for the 2012 Super Bowl volunteers
in Indianapolis. Ms. DiGioia will be spending
next fall enjoying the weather, vistas, and
culture of Germany.

JPS Jazz Band Dazzles at Extravaganza
By STEVEN XIE, freshman

Band kids rushing to the cafeteria,
orchestral music echoing through the hall,
and parents rushing from school to elections
and back again; the constant motion and
flurry of activities only added to the humid
atmosphere, but it was all just another day for
the battle-hardened band members as they
prepared for the JPS Jazz Extravaganza. The
show ran from 7:00 to 9:30 PM. and featured
a variety of excellent jazz compositions
ranging from slow, heavy ballads to fast,
hip swing tunes. The audience, numbering
over 300, enjoyed listening to both the Lab
Jazz and Top Jazz bands play. The Lab Jazz
band took the stage first with the “Blue
Note Special,” a fast swing tune, “Kelly’s
Eyes,” a deep ballad, and a funk song, “R U
Chicken.” Among many other soloists, one
notable talent was freshman Bryan Lin, who
received the prestigious solo.
The Lab Jazz left the stage to be

succeeded by the JP Stevens Top Jazz band,
which recently placed first in the State Jazz
Finals for the third year in a row. They
began their performance with a Latin tune,
“Fantazm,” followed by a heavy blues song,
“Blue Moan,” in which senior Jason Suh
performed a soulful solo. They ended with
“Slide’s Derangement,” a grooving swing
track.
However,
the
most
anticipated
performance of the night was yet to come.
After the Top Jazz finished their show, a
multitude of JP Stevens alumni who had
returned to enjoy the show began to take
the stage. The alumni ranged from grown
men who had known the conductors of
the program, Andrew DeNicola and John
Zazzali, to college students who had only just
graduated. Their numbers were augmented
by members of the Top Jazz and Lab Jazz,
and soon a massive ensemble held the stage.
They played through several tunes such as
“MacArthur Park,” “Frank Granatas Blues,”

and “Hey Jude.”
The reunion of so many people with
connections to the JPS Band had been a truly
moving experience. The audience was blown
away by the extraordinary talents of young
college students such as Terry Peng and
Tiffany Peng as well as professional musicians
like Joe Mosello on trumpet, Bobby Hankle
on trombone, Eddie Hirschman on trumpet,
and Lenny Weill on tenor saxophone. The
entire night was filled with a certain air of
remembrance; old friends, old stories, and old
songs that returned with sweet triumph. The
JPS Jazz Extravaganza was quite simply an
amazing experience. Many thanks to the band
parents, John Zazzali, and Andrew DeNicola
for organizing the event and conducting the
bands, the alumni for the value and care they
placed on the band program even after they
have left our school, the audience for finding
time to attend the spectacle, and — of course
— to the performers who practiced hard to
ensure a magnificent performance.
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SENIOR SECTION

They are your students, classmates, and friends, but even
four years later, how much do you really know about the
Class of 2011? Hawkeye asked seniors to make it their final
act as JP students to anonymously submit their secrets on
the back of a card.

Secrets may have been
edited for the sake of
printing quality.

To view and comment
on more secrets, visit
www.jpshawkeye.
wordpress.com.
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MOST
MEMORABLE
MOMENTS

My senior BOTC. I’ve been on
the team for three years and
senior year BOTC was so sweet.
-Malisha Shah
Challenge Day. -Derek Patrocinio
Hosting Mr. JPS. -Elia Lehrer
PROM/After-prom- 31 seniors
Winning Roxbury Festival 2011 with
the JPS Choir. -Alex El-Fakir
Having a snowball fight in the senior lot
after being sent home early because of
heavy snowfall. -Nirupama Natarajan
Last show night of “Rent.” -Katie Brundage
Water main break. -Mehul Patel, Melody
Wong
Sock-racing down hallways. -Ashley Jiang
Winning 1st place gold in the 2011 FCCLA
state competition. -Amanda Cukier
Winning jazz state champions for the third time
in a row. 3PEAT! -Michael Endicott
When the girl of my dreams agreed to go to
prom with me. -Rahul Ghosal
Scoring my 100th goal for lacrosse this year.
-Hannah Mathys
Having fun with friends
and robots. -Wesley Jen
Every moment in JPS
is my favorite, from
pranks, random moments,
laughter, friends...
too many memories.
-Julian Williams

YOU
KNOW
YOU WENT
TO JPS WHEN...

FAREWE’11!
In the days preceding graduation, we either
reminisce on our childhoods or muse about the
future. Forget all that. Simply enjoy this moment
instead. The time we seniors have together,
from now until the end of the summer, is
running short. As we revisit freshman year
teachers to sign our yearbooks, don’t be so
caught up in reliving the past that you forget to create new memories today. And for
those who still worry about college plans and
growing up, don’t let far off clouds rain on your
happiness now. Call it fate, call it divine intervention, call it adaptability, but everything
will turn out all right. We realize now,
perhaps a bit late, that high school is
not a stepping stone toward loftier
goals; it is a journey in itself —
one that expands our minds,
uncovers our passions, and
defines ourselves. Let us
end this adventure
together.

WORDS OF
WISDOM

Don’t get senioritis frosh
year. -Nick Kausch
Don’t be a try-hard.
-James Yang
Go to school functions!
-Ashley Pires
Take high school seriously,
but do not forget to have
fun. -Nick Gennuso
Work hard for your first
three years so you don’t
have to stress about college
and senior year. -Malisha Shah
Get the key to the swimming
pool on the roof. -Diana
Huang
Do not look forward to an easy
senior year; there is as much
work in senior year as any other
year. -Ansh Jhaveri
Carpe diem. -Isabella Marie Flores
Study now, party later. -Lori Karabinchak
—Yahui
Don’t date senior boys. -Antonia Renda
Liang,
Don’t date too many girls. - Jaron Brooks
EIC
Participate only in activities that truly interest
you — dedicate yourself to a handful of enjoyable
activities, not an endless list of things that “look good.”
-Grace Ma
Don’t sacrifice sleep for ANYTHING. -Justin Marson
Be yourself, and don’t let anyone bring you down. -Ian Penzel
Feed the intellect, starve the beast, all day, every day. -Jun Kim
Don’t worry about drama too much. None of it will matter in the
end. -Catherine Chiou
Do not worry what other people think about you. -Stephanie Gaspar
You don’t need to rescue an African village to get into college. Or take
20 APs. -Valentina Lyau
All those sleepless nights WILL eventually count, so don’t lose your heart.
-Amulya Kattimani
Don’t be stupid. If you don’t think something’s a good idea, don’t go along
with it. Fighting peer pressure isn’t all that hard. -Dhaval Mehta
Putting in four hard years of work is a small price to pay to get into a great
college. Do not regret not working hard enough. -Kevin Green
Keep calm, carry on, and procrastinating will always come back to bite you.
-Lisa Hor
These years go by faster than you would imagine. Embrace every waking
moment. - Kimberly Dzema

no one can pronounce the birthday
names on the morning announcements.
-Mike Veltre
juniors take 8 AP tests. -Julia Xia
you spend your entire life’s savings for prom
-Nikki Lee
the junior section is empty at BOTC because it’s
the day before SATs. -Nirupama Natarajan
PRE-GRADUATION BUCKET LIST
seniors win BOTC every year. -Ashley Jiang
Try to branch out and make friends with anyone and everyone. -Cristina
an entire lunch table is empty because they are home
Castelo
watching cricket. -Brenda Li
Go out to breakfast when you aren’t testing for HSPA. -Katie
there’s more gossip the day after SAT scores come in.
Brundage
-Caitlin Toto
Be a child. Don’t wish to grow up. -Stephanie Luks
you spend 15 minutes in bumper-to-bumper traffic to get
To honors students: Do something normal teens do. -Jerry He
to school every morning. -Gosia Pawlowska
Wander the halls for a whole study hall period. -Sean Taylor
they play Indian songs at prom... and everyone immediately
Get to know the teachers. -Viran Patel
breaks out their best dance moves. -Alina Rashid
Go on a school trip that lasts more than a day. -Richard Chen
you see half your grade at Stop and Shop, shopping for
Dance in public like no one is watching. -Rachel Karpf
Wildwood the night before. -Roheena Malik
Go to prom/Wildwood. -31 seniors
every senior is in school on time on the day of prom -Rebecca
Go to BOTC. -14 seniors
Margon, Casey Dougan, Casey White, Parth Patel, Gurpreet Longia
[Take] a day to do fun stuff. -Hayley Silverman,
you spend more time with your band family than with your actual
Rahul Patel
family. - Marc Garabedian
Write thank you cards to your teachers.
more people show up to study sessions than to BOTT. -Wendy Wen
-Tina Khanolkar
senioritis was experienced as a freshman. -Michael Endicott
Make a difference. -Elite Paul
there’s a baseball game during prom. -Nicholas Montalbano
there is at least one person in your class that you won’t recognize at graduation.
-Caroline Schkeeper
people get excited about new classrooms. -Travis Spear
you have six worksheets on one page because of the paper shortage. -Nikhil
Kadaba
you know all the lyrics to Tunak Tunak Tun and can follow the
choreography. -Raymond Wang
you get more homework the day before prom than you’ve had for
months. -Jaimee Glinn
half your grade is gone during AP testing. -Kevin Green
you hear songs Friday morning and see teachers singing along.
-Michelle Shah
at the end of 4 years, you haul JPS gear to your dorm room
By
in boxes. -Grace Cho
Hawkeye
snow takes up more of the senior lot than cars.
senior
-Stephanie Ng
editors.
your calculator is the most valuable thing in your
Centerfold
pocket. -Chris Harrilal
drawn by
graduating costs just as much as college.
Christine Geeng.
-Justin Dean
Read more
every day you wish for graduation to
senior surveys at
come sooner, but secretly never
www.jpshawkeye.
want it to end. -Kyle O’Grady
wordpress.com.

2011: The End of One Journ
27.6% are
heading up

north
Connecticut
Fairfield University
Katie Brundage

Quinnipiac University
Elite Paul
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Program
Zach Friedenreich
University of Connecticut
Bryan Le
Samantha Orchowitz
University of Hartford
Samantha Beller

Delaware

University of Delaware
Alfred J. Lerner School of
Business
Eric Bunin

Massachusetts
Amherst College
James Yang

Boston College
Caitlin Toto
Carroll School of
Management
Stephanie Ng
Babson College
Weissman Scholarship
Program
Anibha Singh
Boston University
Veronica Little
Malisha Shah

Tufts University
Enshu Chawla
Michelle Shah
University of MassachusettsAmherst
Brooke Nacht

Michigan

University of Michigan
Literature, Science, and the
Arts
Nick Kuo
Vinay Saggar

Minnesota

University of Minnesota
Carlson School of
Management
Lucy Zhang

New Hampshire
Dartmouth College
Grace Ma

Barnard
Isha Shah
Double-Degree with Jewish
Theological Seminary
Rachel Karpf
Columbia University
Columbia College
Eileen Jiang
Victor Shen
3-2 Combined Degree
Program
James Wen
Fu Foundation School of
Engineering and Applied
Sciences
John Wang
The Cooper Union
Albert Nerken School of
Engineering
Laura Quan
Jackie Song

Felician College
Nursing/Science and Arts
Program
Bryan Gandhi

Massachusetts College
of Pharmacy and Health
Sciences, Pharm D Program
Anjali Bharadwaj
Ritu Patel
Vishva Patel
Northeastern University
Kevin Huang
Badari Pandarinath
Smith College
Angeli Ylanan-Agarwala

New York University
College of Arts and Sciences
Marc Garabedian
Ashok Jampana
Nischala Meni
Michael Zhu
Leonard S. Stern School of
Business
Michael Lee
Hileri Patel
Shalin Patel
Ally Xing
Sherry Zhou
Jonathan Wu
Liberal Studies
Program
Liana Volpe

New York

Dean College
Jarrett Jeffries

Harvard College
Valentina Lyau
Krithika Varagur

Long Island University
Biology Program
Yasmeen Jalili
New York Institute of
Technology
7 Year BS/DO Medical
Program
Shivani Patel

LIM College
Amanda Tucker
Kaushal Patel

Arcadia University
Stephanie Flores
Stuti Sood

Bryn Mawr College
Susan Tang
Bucknell University
Gaya Kodiyalam
Rachel Seltzer

Carnegie Mellonfffff
Universitypp
School of Computer Science
Jacklin Wu

7 year BS/MD Accelerated
Program
Richard Chen

Pace
University
Nikesh Soni
Lubin School
of Business
Nikita Arora
Polytechnic
Institute
Shrijay Patel
Kevin Zhang

Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute
Rojing Rajkarnikar
7 Year BS/MD Medical
Program
Arhant Rao

Fordham College at Lincoln
Center
Priscilla Cintron

Pennsylvania

Drexel University
Nicholas Aupont
Alex Bakshiyev
Virali Patel
5 Year Nursing Program
Shivani Patel

Pratt Institute
Elizabeth Kim

Cornell University
College of Arts and Sciences
fffAntonio Henriquez
College of Human Ecology
Nivetha Subramanian
College of Architecture, Art
and Planning
Gosia Pawlowska
College of Engineering
Eric Ching
Jerry He

Wagner College
Sarah Fischbein
Kelly Passafiume

St. Johns University
Binny Patel
6 Year Pharmacy Honors
Program
Amy Yang
Prina Negi
SUNY- Binghamton
Jaimee Glinn
Harper College of Arts and
Sciences
Ian Penzel
SUNY- Stony Brook
University
Amarpreet Sahotra
Syracuse University
Tae Huh
Emma Reed
School of Public
Communication
Judith Berg

East Stroudsburg University
Megan Iroff
Taylor Lindquist
Chelsea Martineau
Derek Patrocinio
Lafayette College
Gina Pan
Lehigh University
Nick Gennuso
Samantha Krutal
Nicole Montalbano
Pennsylvania State University
Pengshu Fang
Lisa Hor
Jacob Schneider
Samantha Somera
Smeal College of Business
Anjali Krishnan
Mike Paradise
Alycia Wang
Kelly Zheng
6 Year BS/MD Medical
Program
Akshay Kamath
7 Year Accelerated Dental
Program
Dan Hoang
College of Earth and Mineral
Sciences
Saishyam Sundaraganesh
Philadelphia University
Fashion Industry
Management and MBA 5 Year
Program
Casey Dougan
Saint Joseph’s University
Alexa Garrison
Chelsea Noelle Padilla
The University of Scranton
5 year BS/MS Occupational
Therapy Program
Nicole Fiore

ney, the Start of Another
University of Pennsylvania
Andrew Huang
University of Pittsburgh
Shivani Pandit
University of the Sciences in
Philadelphia
Chiedozie Chukwunieke
Alec Huang
Joe Ho
6 Year Pharm D Program
Ami Patel
Naiya Patel
Avani Yenamandra

Nova Southeastern University
8 Year BS/DO Program
Rahul Patel
University of Miami
Nikki Lee

Georgia

Morehouse College
Devon McRimmon

Maryland

Johns Hopkins University
Mili Roy
Thomas Shi
Rohini Siva Srinivas

Hampton University
Briana Wright

Purdue University
Deepak Jonnalagedda

Missouri

5.2% are
moving out

west
California

Chapman University
James Duer
Loyola Marymount University
Anissa Tweddel
San Bernardino Valley College
Johanes Weku

Washington University of St.
Louis
Pre-medical Program
Austin Niu
Saint Louis University
Shivani Sheth

Ohio

Case Western Reserve
University
5-Year Masters in Biomedical
Engineering
Bryan Wey
Kent State University
Danielle Johnson

University of California,
Berkeley
Letters & Science
Amanda Chen

8 year BS/MD Program
Mohammed Ali
West Chester PA University
Michael Wenk
Widener University
Nick Kausch
Wilkes University
7 Year Medical Program
Nisha Giyanani
Villanova University
School of Business
Kevin Green

Rhode Island

Rhode Island School of
Design
Ellen Shi

Vermont

Champlain College
Computer Networking
Information Systems &
Security
Charles Iszard

Maryland Institute
College of Art
Junnie Shah
Towson University
Rebecca Morgan
Rachel Brown
University of MarylandCollege Park
Helen Cai
Angela Mei
A. James Clark School of
Engineering
Justin Dean
Robert H. Smith School of
Business
Vania Chen
Vishva Mehta

North Carolina
Duke University
Andrew Luo

6.1% are

swinging down

south
D.C.

Georgetown University
School of Foreign Service
Jane Chang
McDonough School of
Business
Brenda Li

Wake Forest University
Sean Taylor

South Carolina
Clemson University
Chris Campione

Coastal Carolina University
Andrew Aquilini

Tennessee

Vanderbilt University
Ariel Kramer

Texas

George Washington University
Hayley Silverman
Elliot School of International
Affairs
Renee LeSaux

Honor Academy-Garden Vally
Texas
Nataly Rodriguez

Florida

Virginia

Florida International
University
Chris Harrilal

College of William and Mary
Nicholas Montalbano
Richa Patel

Emily Chiang
Victor Ho
Opal Kale
College of Engineering
Matthew Nguyen
Byron Zhang
College of Chemistry
Andrew Cai

Hawaii

University of Hawaii at
Manoa
Jessica Zhang

Illinois

Northwestern University
7 Year Honors Program for
Medical Education
Victor Quan
University of Chicago
Cecilia Jiang
University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign
Jayhyun Kim
Siva Ram
College of Business
Florence Li
College of Engineering
Ashley Jiang
Jason Zhou

Indiana

Indiana University
Bloomington
Kelley School of Business
Tony Sun

0.9% are

serving in the

Armed
F o rc e s
Air Force
Shakira Ragland
Marines
Tim Tobin
Marion Military Institute
West Point U.S. Military
Academy Civil Prep Program
Soderia Kakoulakis
Valley Forge Military Academy
and College
Robert Delmonaco

Hawkeye apologizes for any
information that is inaccurate,
misspelled, or omitted.

60.2% are
staying

in state
Devry University
Jerry Bakman
Vincent Lepore
Drew University
Shannon LaFrano
Kean University
Abigail Chang
Emily Conklin
Gabriel DeLuca
Rohini Gudi
Shalini Gupta
Ansh Jhaveri
Stephanie Luks
Ian Padua
Vedang Patel
Caitlin Spatz
Mike Veltre
6 Year Masters Physical Therapy
Program
Isabella Marie Flores
Middlesex County College
Umaima Alasmar
Nadeen Amounllah
Ryan Beckish
Jaron Brooks
Johan Cepeda
Kelly Connor
Shilei Coo
Megan Daly
Isabella Delvalle
Rutvik Desai
Johanne Doruil
Kimberly Dzema
Lisa Gagliano
Tyleek Gainer

MCC-Rutgers Joint Admissions
Mattea Ardizzone
Monmouth University
Grayce Stalowski
5 Year MBA Program
Kyle O’Grady
Montclair State University
Harsha Chekuri
Lori Karabinchak
Jun Kim
Edwin Kislyanov
Sara Newman
Tiffany Sam
Nick Zebrowski
New Jersey Institute of Technology
George Liang
Rhomone Pabaroue
Miraj Patel
Jackie Patel
Honors College
Pavan Choksi
Maryam Haque
Daniel Brooks
School of Architecture and Design
Anthony DiSanto
Ocean County Community
ssssCollege — Nursing
ssssssssssMegan Reilly

Piscataway Vocational andd
Technical School dd
Practical Nursing Program
Yeliz Diril

Stephanie Gaspar
Kevin Geiger
Jacklyn Gonczi
Andres Gonzales
Shannon Gwynn
Aqsa Hussain
Arif Iqbal
Rikin Kansara
Valeriya Kim
Lia Lai
Marc Mamboyo
Anna Marchwinski
Michael Martinez
Brandon Miller
Candice Miller
Anu Patel
Janvi Patel
Neel Patel
Parth Patel
Shehul Patel
Viran Patel
Emily Perricone
Brandon Relova
Antonia Renda
Dalton Robbins
Joshua Romeo
Michael Reuben
Kelsey Santiago
Amanda Serrano
Michelle Sesta
Lauren Shea
Emily Spadoro
Travis Spear
Vellissa Tam
Kelly Tuck
Samantha Vale
Nicole Victorino
Norinsky Victor
Julian Williams
Alessandra Yanussi
MCC-NJIT Joint Admissions
Melody Wong

Andy Chen
Olympia Christofinis
Mounika Chundari
Amanda Cukier
Laurence Deng
Sunny Dharia
Raveena Dhruve
Vinita Dhruve
Michael Endicott
Janine Felipe
Vishal Gandhi
Francine Glaser
Saloni Gupta
Diana Huang
DeVaughn Johnson
Dhrumit Joshi
Jennilyn Juan
Ben Keepers
Tina Khanolkar
Jiwon Kim
Janani Kumar
Katrina Labayen
Ariel Lee
Brandon Lee
Christine Lee
Elia Lehrer

Princeton University
Alex El-Fakir
Naomi Lee
Yahui Liang
Ramapo College of New Jersey
Jung Lee
Casey White
Nursing Program
Sarah Durando
Marion Fabionar
Raritan Valley Community College
Ashley Pires
Richard Stockton College of New
Jersey
Carolina Schkeeper
Rider University
Nicholas Bencivenga
Westminster Choir College
Markos Kantilierakis
Rowan University
Jeremy Kashan
Shawn Rappaport
Alex Zakim
Rutgers University — New
Brunswick
School of Arts and Sciences
Raza Ahmed
Soha Ali
Julian Amoako-Attah
Shreedevi Arunkumar
Usman Ashraf
Shreya Bajpay
Maleha Bajwa
Srinidhi Bellamkonda
Albert Chang
Catherine Chiou
Moushumi Chitre
Grace Cho

Will Libertario
Roger Lin
Gurjeet Longia
Gurpreet Longia
Roheena Malik
Justin Marson
Dhaval Mehta
Dweep Mehta
Gerald Mui
Nirupama Natarajan
Liesel Pajarillo
Alisa Papashina
Michelle Parascando
Khushbu Parikh
Dominik Pasek
Ankita Patel
Dipen Patel
Jiten Patel
Khushboo Patel
Krishna Patel
Mehul Patel
Payal Patel
Pinal Patel
Rachel Patel
Ram Patel
Rena Patel
Reena Patel
Ruchi Patel
Shivam Patel
Sweety Patel
Vishal Patel
Sansthita Pattanaik
Rashmi Pillai
Dave Prabhu
Rahul Prabhudesai
Ronak Patel
Alina Rashid
Stephanie Riordan
Sarah Mae Rogado
Sanjay Sahasrabudhe
Jonathan Salazar
Christian Santiago
Sarah Schwartz
Amy Seo
Prahar Shah
Parag Shende
Reshma Shiwdin
Jason Suh
Richard Tasik
Dev Thaker
Monica Thi
Jeremy Ting
Tarun Uppalapati
Alex Varghese
Monica Vazirani
Joseph Vitullo
Curtis Wang
Wendy Wen
Amy Wu
Julia Xia

Curtis Yang
Esther Zhang
School of Business
Samantha Chung
Tzujou Chiu
Nikhil Kadaba
Haresh Kapadia
Michelle Kim
Tae Lee
Daniil Leshkov
Priscilla Lo
Neil Nagpal
Afrida Nahian
Sarah Noorani
Erin Orchard
Trisha Patel
Prathusha Prabahar
Brendan P. Sehgal
Jessica Shen
Larry Sukernik
Kaidi Wang
School of Engineering
Claude Adolphe
Kshipra Attarde
Prithvi Gandhi
Wesley Jen
Amulya Kattimani
Zalak Khamar
Andrew Oana
Jay Patel
Neel Sai
Vinayaditya Shivakumar
School of Environmental and
Biological Sciences
Justin Chen
Marina Fernandes
Rahul Ghosal
Nicole Hadjiloucas
Hannah Mathys
College of Nursing
Grace Han
Ernest Mario School of Pharmacy
Sandhya Balachandar
Amy Kim
Sonia Kumar
Sunita Kumar
Riley Wang
Mason Gross School of the Arts
Raymond Wang
Rutgers University — Newark
School of Arts and Sciences
Suryadeu Allam
Kalindu De Alwis
Faraz Khan
Saigeetha Narasimhan
Arkee Patel
Binal Patel
Monica Patel
Pooja Patel
Lisa Pirog
Bhavin Surti
School of Business
Dealan Diongzon
Serena Mahbubani
Mike Pagtakhan
Chhavi Saxena
Aarohee Shah
Shailee Shah
Priya Vepuri
School of Engineering
Deep Patel
School of Law
Kate Borlongan
School of Nursing
Julie-Anne Tiangco
Stevens Institute of Technology
Faisal Mansuri
Peter Prontnicki
The College of New Jersey
Brian Garsh
Sundeep Gidugu
Jessica Goldbach
Parth S. Patel
Roshani Patel
School of Business
David Laub
School of Humanities and Social
Sciences
Cristina Castelo
William Paterson University
Aneta Gruchala
Jenny Ha
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Senior Lovers, Can You Go the Distance?
By KELLY GONSALVES, junior
This June marks the much-awaited end
of a major chapter of millions of teenagers’
lives: high school. Unfortunately, the end
of high school also marks the beginning of
a difficult obstacle in the field of romance
— one that brings about the demise of
many relationships. As high school rapidly
draws to a close, many senior couples face
the impending romantic doom of college:
four years of definite separation from
one’s significant other. The options for
seriously-involved, twelfth-grade lovers are
unfortunately limited: choose to end the
relationship before being shipped off to
college, or attempt the challenge of a longdistance relationship.
As expected, people often choose the
path of least resistance. Why would anyone
attempt to maintain a hopeless relationship
across potentially thousands of miles?
Cutting romantic ties before the start of
college is much more practical, considering
the multitude of problems bound to arise
due to such a distance — jealousy, dishonesty,
and even loss of interest. However, does
the possibility of these problems make
staying together insensible? Contrary to
popular belief, maintaining a relationship
in spite of distance is viable for couples
willing to put in the effort. Depending upon
the exact circumstances and the particular
pair in question, sustaining a long-distance

relationship (LDR) can actually make
much more sense than breaking up.
When weighing the options, couples
should consider the nature of their specific
relationship to determine if an LDR
is right for them.
Every relationship
falls under one of
two
categories:
practical or longterm. Practical
relationships, or
“just because”
relationships,
involve two
people who
date
simply
because
they
both like each
other and feel
that
being
together
makes
sense.
These
couples
date
casually
because
they know their
relationship will inevitably come to
an end. Practical relationships will
never withstand an LDR because
LDRs are never practical. If a relationship

is merely casual, many argue, then
why try to continue it through the
complexities of going longdistance? Such arrangements
cause impracticalities and
dysfunctionality, and therefore,
for temporary relationships,
breaking up makes more sense.
However, not everybody desires
romance that is “practical”, much
less “temporary”. Many couples that
share intimate bonds want to be able to
overcome hardships in order to stay
together. Bianca Ng, junior, has been
dating her boyfriend John Gonsalves
since he graduated J.P. in 2010.
They’ve been together for nearly
a year and a half, even though
John has been at New York
University for most of the
relationship. When asked
how they decided to
pursue such a difficult
relationship, Bianca
admits that they never
officially discussed
anything. “For us,
there was never really
a question. We just knew what
we had was real, and it still
is,” she says. “When
he
comes
home every once in a
while, when he’s here next to me, I know it’s

worth it.”
Michael Causing and Natasha Antony,
another long-distance couple, talk about
how they had a slightly different experience.
Michael, a junior, has been dating J.P. Class
of 2010 graduate Natasha for almost a
year now. Michael explains how he and
Natash made their decision to make their
relationship long-distance: “We had this
one walk, where we went to the park after it
had just rained. We came across this gigantic
puddle, and she said, ‘Let’s turn back.’ But I
told her ‘no’. ‘We can do the impossible,’ I
said. And from that day on, that just became
the theme of our relationship.”
Both couples’ relationships are united
by a basic belief: their ability to envision a
future with their significant others. No, this
does not mean that maintaining an LDR
equals marriage or staying together for
life. But, undoubtedly, an LDR is a longterm commitment, and not an easy one
at that. Staying in an LDR requires work
and dedication, perhaps more than what is
needed for more conventional romances.
But, for couples who feel that being apart is
more difficult than being together, an LDR
makes a world of sense regardless of the
obstacles that separate them. Conquering
the distance is just a matter of confidence. If
one can trust their partner and has enough
faith in the feelings they share, distance will
not be an issue. After all, one does not need
to see somebody everyday to be in love.

From ABCs to SATs: The End of Childhood
By POONAM GUPTA, freshman
 The poet Robert Frost explored the

value of innocence and youth, declaring that
nature’s magnificent first green is “gold.”
However, in today’s society, the value of
innocence — particularly in children — has
disappeared. Children are no longer allowed
to be immature and free; instead,
they have been forced to
grow up too quickly in
every aspect of their
lives, from academics
to play dates and
everything in between.
Our generation has
unknowingly morphed
into a bizarre pseudoadolescent population in
response to pressures from
adults — namely, parents.
Increasing competition, a
result of modern
social pressures, has
led to over-anxious
parents who will
do anything to
ensure their child’s
success. They enroll
their children in
piano lessons, dance
classes, and a multitude
of extracurricular activities,
booking their children into
suffocating schedules in an
effort to give their child
some sort of advantage over
everyone else. Contrary to
popular belief, we need to
develop at a gradual, steady
pace, and imposing one’s
expectations in spite of
children’s strengths and
interests only stunts their
growth. Children learn acceptance, sharing,
fairness, equality, and many other valuable
life lessons at younger ages. Parents are so
wrapped up in pushing their child ahead that
they forget the importance of letting their

child experience life.
A long time ago, a child acting his or her
age wasn’t such a bad thing. Any parent
or grandparent could tell you what “being
a kid” was like back in the day. There was
never a care or worry. Playing outside and
getting dirty was the norm. Nowadays,
children at alarmingly young ages crave
a more sophisticated lifestyle
by dressing, acting, and
speaking like teenagers.
These quasi-teens
are referred to as
“tweens,” and are
simply unable to handle
these
self-induced
changes. Tweens cannot
fully
comprehend
mature concepts like
sex, drugs, and violence,
and suffer when they try to
do so prematurely.
Where are the parents in this
catastrophe? Most of the time,
parents aren’t aware that forcing
their children to grow up early is
unfair, and even actively encourage
their kids to do so. The role of
parents in this problem has been
recognized nationally, and was
even covered on an episode of
The Tyra Show. The episode, titled
“Generation Divas,” featured
parents who proudly admitted
that their pre-teen daughters
regularly receive manicures
and pedicures, and usually
wear multiple layers of
makeup. Parents have
promoted the idea that
“older is better” from
day one of their
children’s lives, and
undoubtedly leave
their children feeling uncomfortable with
themselves and craving to be older.
Tweens’ inclination to act like adults isn’t
just a mental phenomenon, either. Over the
last few decades, rates of reaching puberty

have decreased in age, especially in young girls.
According to The Pediatrics Journal, 15% of
girls begin puberty by the time they’re seven
years old. Early puberty is on an alarming
rise, and is mainly due to the difference in
nutrition. Although many wonder if tweens’
early medical and psychological transitions
are correlated, critics all agree that this is not
safe.
Without a doubt, the too-young-toosoon trend is making an undeniable mark
upon today’s society, and only the older
generation can stop it. Children tend to
exhibit a “monkey-see-monkey-do” habit
of mimicking their peers and those around
them. Therefore, positive examples must be
set for them, and uptight parenting must be
toned down. For one thing, parents push
them to grow up too fast — they’re proud

that they are reading before they’re crawling.
On the other side of the spectrum, a different
kind of parents keeps their children from
actually growing up at all by incessantly
helicoptering (remember the Tiger Mom?)
to solve all their problems for them. As
in all other things, children must seek a
proper balance in their lives in order to truly
achieve success and happiness. By allowing
their offspring to choose activities that they
enjoy, parents can foster their children’s
independence and positive development.
If children have a say in their futures, they
can feel more confident and more aware of
themselves as individuals. In short, children
must seek a balance in their lives in order to
truly achieve growth. This, not SAT classes
or beauty pageants, will produce the most
successful children.
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Artistry Versus Absurdity No Ivy? No Problem
By AMEER MALIK, freshman
DA VINCI IS NO MORE. Dalí is gone. Andy
Warhol is a thing of the past. These men
were among a special brand of
people whom we call “artists”
because their works shone with
such brilliance that they left
most beholders in awe. These
individuals
defied
the status quos of
their respective
societies to
produce
s t y l e s,
i d e a s,
and
world
views
which
they could truly
call original. Our
generation
today
is faced with the
dilemma:
what
defines an artist
in the twenty-first
century? Today, it is
evident that flashy
gimmicks such as
wearing
dresses
made of flesh and
attending
award
ceremonies
in
giant eggs can suffice
as artistry. Where
does artistry end and
absurdity begin?
People
have
forgotten the true
meaning
of
art.
Deviation is not only
characteristic of art,
but also of absurdity
and garbage. There
is nothing brilliant
about a pop star
wearing an outfit
made out of beef
couture. Regardless
of the shock value,
such
purposeful
strangeness is too
often mistaken for
boldness and vision
rather than what it
truly is: vain attention
seeking.
Our inability to
differentiate between
art and rubbish stems
from our inability to
perceive the separation
between creators and
their products. We
think that if a musician
has made a few great
songs, she should be
considered as a master
of songwriting. If she
is also a charismatic media personality, we
generally think that her fans will love her
unconditionally, regardless of the quality of
her work. This lack of distinction can lead
people to analyze works in a biased manner,
with opinions based on hyperbolic greatness
rather than honesty. Speaking one’s mind
about such artists becomes blasphemous, as
these so-called icons rise to stardom.
True art must convey an idea, an emotion,
or a statement in an original manner. But
must also be an underlying purpose behind
the project: from its inception, there should
be careful planning aimed at more than just
commercial success. However, this does not
mean that art should be barred from crossing
the boundaries of imagination. For example,
the works of surrealist painter Salvador Dalí
differ considerably from paintings of other
eras: his works are bizarre, yet contain clear
messages. “The Persistence of Memory,”
one of his most famous works, is a painting

of clocks melting against a background of
blues and yellows, a juxtaposition which
symbolizes the fleeting nature of time and
the finite quality of memory. However, Dalí
flouted the status quo with his disregard
for the prices at which his paintings were
sold. His integrity distinguishes him as
one of the greatest artists
of the twentieth century.
Lady Gaga, on the
other hand, should
think outside
the box
— that
is, the
icebox. Much to
the annoyance
of PETA and
other
animal
rights activists,
her
choice
of outfit at
the
2010
MTV Music Video
Awards was a
meat dress. The
contribution of the
controversial meat
dress to fashion has
been denied more
than
reaffirmed:
after all, meat is a
food, not a fabric.
However, this dress
has not been the
first of Lady
Gaga’s elaborate
costumes; in June
2010, the dress
that she wore
made of Kermit
frogs was a
similarly bizarre
precursor. And
in 2008, Gaga’s
acrylic bubble
dress costume
seemed
to
illuminate her
Fame Ball tour
— though only
a year earlier
had a similar
bubble dress
made its debut
in a runway
show by a
lesser-known
designer by
the
name
of Hussein
Chalayan.
Lady Gaga’s
rise to global
fame can be
attributed to
her signature
combination
of a bizarre
“fashion” sense and a larger-than-life persona;
in truth, the “art” that led her to her ascent
to stardom should be considered merely
flamboyant and provocative behavior.
For these reasons, integrity is what
we should look for in our modern day
artists. They should have non-commercial
purposes behind their actions, and we,
their supporters, should demand nothing
less than pure honesty and quality works
from them. Deviation from the status quo
becomes garbage if it cannot be justified
by a reason for existence. In order for a
work to qualify as true art, it must contain
a compelling inner essence. Unfortunately,
much of “art” today fails to pass this test of
integrity. Remember: the next time you pay
to see your favorite artist perform in a meat
dress or you purchase tickets for a has-been
director’s newest flop movie, you are actually
paying for the death of art.

By HOWARD CHANG, columnist
IN 1972, the eighteen-year-old adopted
son of parents who had never graduated
college dropped out of Reed University
after his first semester. After working menial
jobs to make ends meet, he managed to
pull together enough funds to start a small
company specializing in computers in his
parents’ garage. That company is now Apple,
Inc. The kid, of course, is Steve Jobs.
Stories of entrepreneurs such as Steve
Jobs — or even Bill Gates, who famously
bailed out of Harvard — show that success
often comes more through hard work,
persistent motivation, and unrivaled skill
rather than through merely the attendance
of a prestigious academic establishment. As
senior classes across America pack their bags
and embark on their journeys to college,
their stories offer some inspiration to the
thousands of students each year who are
rejected by the nation’s most elite academic
institutions: the Ivy Leagues.
Despite the entrepreneurial successes
of Steve Jobs and Bill Gates, college is
still the principal gateway to professional
achievement; it is what ultimately prepares
us for our careers. Simply, Ivies are still the
average Joe’s best bet at making something
of himself: riches and job security arrive
easier when a nice degree from a prestigious
institution is at hand. However, this does
not mean that students should develop an
unfavorable apathy towards their education.
The well-deserved prestige of the Ivy cachet
and the enormous hard work and dedication
of the students who make the cut still
deserve respect.
Yet however valuable an Ivy League
degree may be, not making the most exclusive
schools on Earth does not condemn you to a
life of mediocrity and disappointment. True,
the Ivies do offer an unassailable network
of alumni scattered across seven (yes,
seven) continents. Furthermore, prestigious
degrees and high-level connections can
often be the “magic ingredient” in winning
a lucrative post in a selective sector such as
finance or buriness. Additionally, with an
Ivy League education, one might receive
a superior education from some of the
most distinguished faculty members on the
planet. But ultimately getting into the Ivies
itself will not automatically ensure success;
conversely, not entering a top-tier school will
not guarantee failure. Ability, competence,
and perseverance are the major factors in

determining the degree of one’s success.
Nowadays, an elevated status in the
modern job market is not necessarily
guaranteed for an Ivy League graduate,
since connections to elite schools no longer
ensure a cushy position at a major company.
Whereas half a century ago, an Ivy League
degree would have guaranteed an associate
position at big-name investment banking
firms like Goldman Sachs, today’s market is
much tougher. Less than 10% of America’s
largest companies are headed by Ivy League
graduates — a figure significantly lower than
it was several decades ago. In this age of
booming high-tech start-ups, entrepreneurial
efforts and innovation matter much more
than they once did. This trend, headed away
from prestige, has shaken up previously
static social orders. A prestigious degree is
not a prerequisite for imaginative business
savvy; Steve Jobs could attest to that.
In recent years, thousands of men and
women have pulled themselves up to the
foremost fronts of society, despite the
odds. Even more impressive is the fact that
many of them began their journey without
a Harvard or Yale education. Instead, they
tirelessly fought their way to the top through
the virtue of their boundless energy and
brilliant acumen. Ivy League rejects count
among their ranks Nobel laureates, billionaire
philanthropists, CEOs, best-selling authors,
and other leaders of business, politics, and
media. The U.S. Secretary of Energy, Steven
Chu, was rejected by every single Ivy League
university that he applied to. Instead, Secretary
Chu settled for Rochester University and
went on to not only win the Nobel Prize in
Physics in 1997 but also serve in President
Obama’s Cabinet. Televison personality
Meredith Viera, similarly, was rejected by
Harvard. She went on to become one of
the most successful media personalities ever,
hosting NBC’s Today and the game-show
Who Wants to Be a Millionaire?.
So, if you haven’t received any acceptance
letters from the Ivy League schools, don’t
sweat it; it’s not the end of the world. Any
college across America will offer a degree of
intellectual growth, professional prospects,
and an entire universe of opportunity.
Eminence and success, waiting to be
discovered by the unwitting undergraduate,
will ultimately be found by brilliant youths,
irrespective of the Ivy stamp of approval.
Because s history has repeatedly proven,
talent, persistence, and passion are always
rewarded in the end.
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Senior Hawks Flying Away JP Stevens Baseball Slugfest
By Rangasri Ramji, sophomore, and Alex Kim, junior
For the past four years, the senior athletes
of JPS have improved not only their game but
JPS's game as well. Hawkeye caught up with
some of these seniors with a look back on their
accomplishments and their plans for college.
 Jessica Goldbach,

as captain of girls
basketball, was an athletic and moral leader
of her team. In her high school career, Jess
has won many awards, including Star Ledger’s
"Player to Watch" (2010), Home News Tribune’s
“Top 5 Freshmen in Middlesex County”
(2008), Lady Hawks MVP (2009, 2010),
and the Lady Hawks Captain Award (2011).
She is the All-Time Leading Rebounder
in JPS history and also scored more than
1000 points in her high school career. Her
1000th point was delayed due to an injury,
but she reached the milestone during
Think Pink/Senior night. Jess exclaimed,
"It was the most wonderful feeling! The
game was paused as pictures were taken."
Byron Zhang, upon reminiscing on his
running career, is proud to have improved
so much. Starting off as “one of the slowest
runners on the team,” he continued to
progress, becoming captain this year. Byron’s
personal record is a 16:51 for the 5000km,
one of the fastest times in JPS history. He
placed in the top 25 runners at GMCs and
was one of the top 170 varsity runners. Byron
also advises underclassmen about weight
training, new workouts, and calisthenics. He
documents his running experience through
photos and workout logs. Byron describes
running as a “means of relief from stress,
mentally sharpening my mind, strength,
and identity for me.” Byron does not plan
on running in college, but values staying in
shape. In the future, he wishes to participate
in the Iron Man, a grueling triathlon.
 Jacklin Wu,

captain of the girls tennis
team, was nominated this year for All-Red
Division and All-GMC, and was “Player of

the Year” in the Star Ledger. She also played
in the third round of states. As a rising
Carnegie Mellon student, Jackie wishes to
play in college. Jackie’s teammates admire
her athletic integrity, poise during games,
and great sportsmanship — all aspects that
contribute to her success as a player. Her
advice to underclassman? "Enjoy yourselves
whenever you play. Tennis isn't a sport you
can play if you don't love it. Play regularly
and as much as you can in the off-season.”
Maryam Haque, captain of cross country
and track, made varsity as a freshman and,
as a sophomore, was nominated for the AllRed division team and made States. Maryam
was named Home News Tribune’s “Runner of
the Week” for cross country. This year, she
achieved a personal record in the 5000m
with a 19:52. In track, she placed third in
the county and achieved another personal
record in her 3200m run. Maryam says, "I
really like running because it's more of an
individual sport. I can focus on improving:
in the end, it just matters how much I
progress." Maryam thanks Coach Allen and
her team for a pleasant running atmosphere.
Through the years, she relied on running
to relax. She's running for NJIT for cross
country and spring and winter track.
Victor Quan has been part of the JPS
varsity basketball and volleyball programs
since his freshman year, and captain of both
teams since his junior year. He earned several
awards, such as All-Conference honors in
volleyball, and was the JP Stevens NJSIAA
Scholar-Athlete. Victor said: “It was a great
experience to captain two varsity sports
teams, as it is an opportunity that few are
fortunate enough to have. The experience
definitely helped me become a better athlete
and a better person, too.” Victor will be
attending Northwestern in the coming fall —
he won’t be playing varsity sports due to time
constraints, but he may pursue club volleyball.

Swinging it with Softball

Ardizzone, and Danielle Martin also add to
By Gurnoor Tucker, sophomore
the team’s success. Vocalizing the sentiments
With a solid record of 13-8 as of May 21, of other two captains, Alexa said, “We work
the Lady Hawks softball team’s success can be together and stay focused at practices, and at
credited to both Coach Petty and the senior games. I’m so glad that this has been such a
captains. As a former JPS softball star herself, great senior year experience so far.” The girls
Coach Petty enjoys coaching the team. She learned how to be efficient, responsible, and
believes that crucial to a team’s success is patient with teammates and umpires. Even
the chemistry among the players and notes after a strikeout or error, the girls are always
that team camaraderie has improved the at hand to support their fellow players.
softball team’s
Alexa,
game in several
the pitching
aspects
such
ace for the
as bunting and
Lady Hawks,
base-r unning.
frequently
Team members
is the gowere thus able
to girl in
to focus most
many pivotal
of their efforts
moments of
on supporting
the
game.
senior pitcher
When asked
Alexa Garrison,
how
she
and as a result,
handles such
have
built
scenarios,
several
of
Alexa notes
Erica Law
their offensive
that the key in
s t r a t e g i e s Senior Anissa Tweddel strikes one for the Lady such “clutch
around
her. Hawks softball team, which has a familial environment s i t u a t i o n s ”
“ S o m e fostered by Coach Petty and the senior captains. is to be
strengths this year are the experience and patient. Her tranquil, yet concentrated
outstanding work ethic of the seniors,” tactic has drastically affected her
said Coach Petty. However, every season pitching and consequently, the team. In
comes with its setbacks. When asked how big wins versus rivals Woodbridge and
she motivates her players after a tough Bishop Ahr, Alexa’s style of play has
loss, Coach Petty responded: “I manage positively affected her fellow teammates.
to keep the team’s spirit up by telling the
The team hopes to prevail in both the
team that you learn more from a loss than GMC’s and State Championship. With the
from a win. We need to take the positives family-like atmosphere created by Coach
with us and learn from the mistakes.” Petty and the senior captains, there is no
Senior captains Alexa Garrison, Tia doubt that this season will end on a high note.

By RAVI AGRAWAL, sophomore

has been
successful this 2011 season. Hawkeye caught
up with Coach
Marzano for a look
into the season.
 The Boys Baseball team

Question:

Who are the captains
what positions do they play?
Marzano: The captains are seniors Peter
Prontnicki and Derek Patricinio, who
play first base
and
catcher
r e s p e c t i v e l y.
Derek broke his
forearm this year,
but
continues
to support the
team each game.
and

Question: What is
your current record
and county ranking?
Marzano:
Our
current record is
8-17, with double
Question: What
our wins from
are the team’s
last year—a great
strengths
and
Erica Law
improvement from
weaknesses?
Senior Darwin Cruz, pitching in his final
la. We hope to keep
M arzano :
year, fires a pitch at the opposition.
moving forward in
Overall,our
counties and states. Our current ranking in pitching is solid, led by juniors Andrew
states is ninth. Right now, we’re focusing on Blanco and Jasdeep Buttar and sophomore
working on technicalities mentioned above. Justin Wojciechowski, who strikes out
even the toughest players. However, we
Question: Who is the most consistent can definitely improve our skills in defense
hitter? Who has the most runs batted in? and base running. Another issue are
Marzano: Sophomore Chris Lee is the the careless errors we sometimes make
most consistent hitter, and senior Darwin that can jeopardize the game’s outcome.
Cruz has the most RBIs, with 20 thus far.
Question: What are this year’s goals?
Question: Who has the best earned run
Marzano: We actually achieved this
average? Who leads the team with strikeouts? year’s goal, which was to make both
Marzano: Jasdeep has the most strikeouts counties and states — as of May 15,
(32), and Andrew has the best ERA. we are in the second round of states.

Fall and Winter Overview
By Michelle Zhang, junior, and Anish Kadakuntla, sophomore
Fall Sports

9/19 Boys cross country runs past the
Edison Eagles, 25-30.
9/23 Girls tennis defeats East Brunswick,
their top opponent in the Middlesex County
area, 3-2.

12/18 The hockey squad defeats Hudson
Catholic in a thrilling 5-4 victory.
12/20 Hockey blows out Colonia 5-0.
12/21 Boys bowling wins 4-0 over South
Amboy.

9/25 Girls soccer wins their first game
against Edison High, 2-1.

1/5 Girls bowling dismantles the heavilyfavored Woodbridge 4-0.

9/28 Boys soccer battles their way to a
2-1 victory over North Brunswick on
homecoming night.

1/8 Boys basketball beats Wardlaw-Hartridge
54-50 in a thrilling double overtime game.

9/29 Girls volleyball, after trailing early
on, comes from behind to edge out East
Brunswick 2-1.
10/19 Girls cross country defeats South
Brunswick 28-29.
Winter Sports

12/1 Boys bowling wins its first game,
defeating Piscataway 3-1 in its seasonopener.
12/17 Wrestling wins its season-opener,
pinning down Scotch Plains 45-33.

1/28 Girls bowling demolishes cross-town
rivals EHS 4-0 for the second time in the
season.
2/3 Jessica Goldbach scores her 1000th
point for girls basketball on Think Pink/
Senior Night.
2/4 Wrestling trounces Edison High 54-23,
winning all the high-weight match ups.
2/12 Lady Hawks basketball blows out
Mother Seton 71-52.
2/17 Boys basketball ends its season with a
tight victory over South Plainfield 46-44.

JP Spring-ing Into Action
By Nikhil Chitre, sophomore
Spring is in the air and so are the hands
of fans as they cheer on JPS athletics.
Players continue to improve their skills,
and fans continue to cheer on their team.
In recognition of JPS’s athletes, Hawkeye
took a look at the Spring 2011 sports.
 The track team broke JPS’s 4x800 meter
record twice, and also broke the distance
medley relay record. Many runners had new
personal records at the GMCs on May 3 and 4.
Baseball
beat
Sayreville,
East
Brunswick, Old Bridge, and Dunellen.
The Hawks also defeated crosstown rival,
Edison High, 10-6 at home on April 17.
Softball had four shutouts, one of which
against Sayreville, with eight unanswered runs
on May 8, leading to a three-game win streak.
Girls Golf putted their way to

perfection, currently undefeated as of May
25. On May 16, the girls made their way to
states. The boys entered states on May 19.
Boys Volleyball won eight consecutive
games, and on May 17, defeated East Brunswick
for a GMC victory, lifting JPS to 11th in NJ.
Girls Lacrosse beat North Brunswick
at home on April 11. At first losing
9-2, an impressive team effort led to
an 11-10 win, with senior Hannah
Mathys scoring the game clencher.
Boys Lacrosse cinch Union City on May
11. Senior captain Luke Kraft was nominated
for second-team all-GMC and senior captain
Greg Niemeyer won an honorable mention..
Boys Tennis has a stellar record with only
two losses to date. At GMCs, sophomores
Jessie Wu and Kevin Ho won silver medals
playing first doubles and junior Neil Nadpara
received a silver medal at second singles.
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