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 JPSMUN Shows Promise for Year Ahead Upcoming Events:

October 29: 
Key Club Halloween 

Dance

October 30: 
Marching Band at 

Allentown, PA

November 11-13, 
18-20:  Fall Play  
Metamorphoses

November 19-21: 
JPSMUN at University 

of Virginia MUN 
Conference

November 24:
 Homecoming Dance

November 25 :
Homecoming 
Football Game

 With the neW school year back 
into session, the J. P. Stevens Model 
United Nations team rolled into 
full gear with its season-opening, 
school-wide conference on October 
2. The first JPSMUN conference is 
traditionally held for preparation, 
but intense competition and 
a high standard of excellence 
were prevalent throughout the 
conference. Participating in 
committees that ranged from the 
Commission on Crime Prevention 
and Criminal Justice to the United 
Nations Environment Programme, 
delegates covered such global 
issues as the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict and organized crime in 
West Africa. These delegates 
gained valuable experience and 
knowledge about their topics. 
 In the most advanced 
committee, upperclassmen who 
had prior Model UN expertise had 
to tackle a surprise set of crises 
regarding deforestation alongside 
only ten other individuals. A 
committee chair, junior Shashwat 
Chugh, recounted, “We pulled out 
all the stops. Delegates needed to 
be knowledgeable and quick on 

their feet to cope with the twists we 
threw at them.” Each delegate who 
wanted to compete for an award 
needed to be prepared with factual 
evidence and history on their 
topic. The high quality of research, 
rhetoric, and diplomacy the 
students brought to the conference 
further enhanced discussion.
 After a day’s worth of 
debate, delegates had crafted 

new Vice Principal in town!
comprehensive resolutions that 
sometimes spanned five pages.

Spaghetti and Song

 the AnnUAL Spaghetti Dinner 
for the choir and orchestra began at 
six o’clock on Friday, October 15. 
This tradition, while an immensely 
enjoyable night, also allows J.P. 
Stevens’ musical ensembles to 
raise money for their enriching 

 on took a major step forward 

performances. Given high ticket 
sales the previous weeks, a high 
audience turnout was expected; 
family and friends didn’t disappoint 
as they filled the cafeteria with 
chatter and laughter. The audience 
enjoyed well-prepared spaghetti, 
salad, garlic bread, and a multitude 
of delicious desserts, all due to 

 At the end of  last year, the 
beloved and well known Mr. 
Esposito retired from J.P. Stevens. 
Starting this school year in his 
place is Mr. Rutan, a former 
assistant principal at Edison High 
School as well as a former teacher 
and coach of  fifteen years here at 
J.P. Mr. Rutan fondly looks back 
on his time as a teacher and coach, 
but admits that the challenge 
presented by stepping up to the 
recently vacated assistant principal 
spot was one he could not refuse.
 As a young student, Mr. Rutan 
attended Old Bridge High, a school 
not too far from J.P. Stevens. 
Upon graduating, he studied at 
Trenton State, now known as The 
College of  New Jersey (TCNJ). 
When asked about the virtues 
and life lessons he picked up, 
Mr. Rutan responded with only 
three words, “Just work hard.” 
He repeated that motto several 
times throughout the interview, 
demonstrating his consistency 
and commitment toward striving 
for the best. Presently, Mr. Rutan 
is a happy husband and father of  
three children: a special education 
teacher, a college senior, and a 
hair stylist. Despite being a proud 
father, Mr. Rutan notes that 

By AVINASH SARAF, sophomore

By FRANk JIANG , sophomore

there is little conflict between his 
educational profession and family 
due to the relative maturity and self-
sufficiency of  all of  his children. 
 When questioned about how his 
initial impression of  J.P. Stevens in 
the past compared to his present 
impression, Mr. Rutan said that he 
has noticed that today’s schools in 
general have changed greatly from 
those in the past. In addition, he 
has also noticed the progression of  

technology, the growth 
of  enrollment, and the 
increase in the number 
of  programs available. 
Regarding universities 
and higher education, 
Mr. Rutan noted that 
there is now a greater 
number of  majors or 
educational options to 
choose from, as well as 
more modern dorms, 
classrooms, and 
facilities. He believes 
that these changes are 
all imperative towards 
making education 
a more rewarding 
experience for 
students. To Mr. Rutan, 
the most satisfying 
aspect of  his job is 
seeing determined 
students who respect 

and acknowledge both academics 
and the maintenance of  facilities 
in the school. Such an attitude, 
he believes, is critical to progress.
 In response to a question about 
future improvements or changes in 
J.P., Mr. Rutan said that due to his 
short tenure, he has yet to decide 
and evaluate the facilities. However, 
one pet peeve that does irk him is 
the student body’s disregard for 

By ANJANA SREEDHAR, 
junior

Dave Wu
Seniors Ariel Lee and Markos Kantilierakis perform “ As Long As 
You’re Mine” from the musical “Wicked” as their solo for the Dinner.

Mr. Rutan replaces Mr. Esposito as the new 
Vice Principal of J. P. Stevens High School.

Yahui Liang
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Sophomores Andrew Liou, Parth Shingala, Avinash Saraf, and Smit Archarya, respectively, 
relax during the pizza lunch break at the semiannual JPSMUN conference on October 2.

erica LaW
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Opinion
Living, Loving, and Learning

 On the FiRSt dAY of  school at 
approximately 7:20 A.M., five hundred new 
faces enter the large building, some more 
awake than others. These are the freshmen, 
a new class for a new year at the high school. 
They are inexperienced and young, some 
entering the building for the first time, 
and each waits for the school day to begin 
with some level of  anxiety. Each of  these 
faces has its own dreams and goals to fulfill 
while here at J.P., and students’ expectations 
vary just as widely as their appearances.
 I was one of  these freshmen two years 
ago. Believe me, I was no less intimidated 
and thrilled than you are now. In time, I 
realized that being a freshman is an epic 
adventure worthy of  a ballad or two. But as 
we’ve no ballad writers present at the time, I 
will pen in prose the awesome story of  
how the freshman faces his challenge.
 CALL tO AdVentURe. Imagine 
yourself  as the hero in this tale. You 
were completely comfortable 
and at home in middle 
school. But suddenly, you 
are jolted out of  your comfort zone 
and into a strange new land with 
no way back. Now you’re stuck 
in the mystical and terrifying new 
realm of  high school. The task at 
hand is to get through this puzzling 
labyrinth, and then you can make your 
way into the sunshine-filled state beyond.
 Onward you go, reluctantly, but with 
no other option. You arm yourself  with 
pencils, pens, notebooks, and your 
trusty calculator, and you trek forward 
into the unknown abyss. Around you 
there are others, but barriers of  pride 
isolate you. You will not ask for help, 
no matter how hard the challenge is.
 SLAYing the dRAgOnS. You are 
just getting used to the road ahead of  you, 
eagerly drawing courage from the seeming 
ease of  the work in your classes, when 
the first dragon sneaks up behind you 
and strikes: BAM! First test of  the year. 

 It starts with a deep breath, the 
unsheathing of  your sword (well, pencil)  and 
the first time you call on your sidekick, your 
ever-reliable calculator. You work together, 
tackling each problem as a new challenge – a 
stab in the leg, a swipe across the tail, maybe 
even a hit to its hideous snout – until finally, 
the beast lies dying at your feet. You and your 
calculator have slain the impossible dragon, 
but it’s not over yet. You will call upon 
other friends in your tool belt –
dictionary, periodic table, and 
textbook – countless times in 
the future, for there 

are many more beasts on the road ahead.
 Soon, the dragons get easier and easier 
to fight: you conquer them with much ease, 
and even take pleasure at the adrenaline 
rush that each challenge presents… okay, 
maybe not pleasure. (I mean, they’re tests.) 

You gain confidence once more that you 
were emerge from your journey triumphant.
 the FinAL FOe. You’ve mastered your 
fighting techniques (study in homeroom and 
cram at lunch), earned your battle scars (the 
dark circles under your eyes), and secured 
your loot (those valuable A pluses). But there 
remains one challenge ahead before you can 
complete the torturous endeavor that is 
freshman year: finals. It’s been a long and 
tiring road up to here, but you can glimpse 
the vast wonderland that awaits you if  you 

can just jump this last hurdle.
 This monster is different 
from all the others: it’s bigger, 
it’s badder, and it’s going to 
use everything you’ve learned 
here against you. You’ll need 
all your best battle tactics, lead 
and erasers for your pencil, 
batteries for your calculator, 
and, perhaps most importantly, 
lots of  preparation. The battle 
is fierce and seemingly endless: 
you land countless blows on 

your foe but it still isn’t enough. 
You have no choice but to keep 

going, so you try different tactics.
 What seems like hours later, the battle 

is won. The dragon has been vanquished, 
and you stand the victor. It was a gruesome 

and drawn out fight, but it is over at last. 
You can finally rejoice and proclaim to the 
world, “Yes! I’ve survived freshman year!”
 ViCtORY … And SUmmeR. You’ve 
done it. You’ve made it through one-fourth 
of  the broken wasteland of  high school, 
enduring ten months of  torturous beasts and 
endless struggles. Finally, you survived and 
you can savor a short respite before you have 
to endure the trials and tests of  school again.
 Yes, it’s true: high school can be daunting, 
what with all of  the challenging new classes 
and the demanding extracurricular activities, 
but in time you will realize that you can 
make it through in one piece. And at the 
end of  your hero’s journey, perhaps even 
in senior year, you might just realize how 
much you’ve grown since the beginning.

Freshman Year: The Hero’s Journey 

By kELLY GONSALVES, junior

By SHIVANI ISHWAR,  junior

 ARe high SChOOL relationships really 
worth it? This critical question pops up at the 
start and finish of  every teenage romance. 
Why go through all that stress, drama, and 
heartache for something that will only last for 
four years or, more realistically, four weeks?
 Clearly, such thinking is flawed. If  we 
enter relationships believing they won’t 
last, then there is no question about it: 
our relationships will fail. Relationships 
– platonic or romantic – only fall apart 
if  we let them. Of  course, investing 
time and emotion in something fleeting 
may seem pointless, but perseverance 
is the key to successful relationships.
 We can all agree that juggling 
homework, myriad extracurricular 
activities, and other out-of-school 
commitments leave us with 
little space in our schedule for a 
significant other. However, we 
need exposure to romance in our 
earlier years in order to prepare for 
our future personal lives. Just like 
we need to master algebra in high 
school before we can tackle calculus, 
we also need to experience love in ou r 
adolescent years so we can fully handle it as 
adults. To say that high school relationships 
are a “waste” is to say that all learning 
processes and life lessons are a waste, too.
 Most of  us complain that grades and 
relationships do not mix, a legitimate problem 
that many of  us have witnessed first-hand. 
A lot of  relationships fall apart because one 

half  of  the couple feels neglected because 
of  the other’s work ethic. However, with 
enough effort and improvements to our 
time management skills, we can save our 
GPAs as well as our love lives. Moreover, if  
your significant other is a truly significant, 
then he or she should understand that your 

academics are just 

as important as your relationship. 
 Having a boyfriend or girlfriend will make 
huge changes to your life. While there will 
be some initial imbalances between your 

girlfriend and your grades, between your 
boyfriend and the rest of  your crew, or any 
other parts of  your life, this can be easily 
remedied by accepting your responsibilities 
and taking action. Rather than blaming the 
relationship and saying it wasn’t “worth it,” 
rework your schedule, adjust your workload, 
or reconsider the people in your personal 
life. In short, do anything to make it work.
 Immaturity can be one of  the biggest 
obstacles to a successful romance, teenage 
or otherwise. Teenagers’ most vocal critics 
– adults – usually argue that teenagers are 
too silly, selfish, and naïve to understand a 
concept like love. However, while it’s true 
that we’re immature, our inexperience also 
gives us room to grow and to learn. Love 
is not some age-based concept that we will 
suddenly understand once we hit twenty. 
Love is different for every person, but 
no matter how we perceive it, we need to 
experience it to understand it. How can 
anyone who has never been in a relationship 
possibly know what it takes to maintain 
one? So if  you stumble into love in high 
school, embrace it as a learning experience.
 High school is a time of  experimenting, 
experiencing, and learning. Obviously, 
being young and unseasoned, we are 
bound to make in the pursuit of  the 

ever elusive concept of  love. To shun 
teenage relationships only leaves teenagers 
unprepared for a boyfriend or girlfriend in 
the future. Rather than stalling, we should be 
open to the possibility of  love at any age, 
be prepared to battle the consequences, 
enjoy the rewards, and let life happen.
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The Reality Behind Virtual Bullying
 hOPeFULLY, the WORdS “Jumping 
off  the gw bridge sorry” will never be your 
Facebook status. But they were purportedly 
the last words of  Tyler Clementi, an eighteen-
year-old freshman at Rutgers who jumped off  
the George Washington Bridge on September 
22 after his roommate allegedly streamed 
footage of  Clementi’s sexual encounter 
with another male on the Internet. After 
the recent upheaval at Rutgers University, 
society has found itself  questioning the 
cause of  this devastating occurrence. Many 
issues were involved, but the true problem at 
heart may lie with cyberbullying. These days, 
social networking sites such as Facebook, 
MySpace, and Twitter provide millions of  
Internet users the opportunity to socialize 
quickly and easily with people around the 
globe, while also providing them with a sense 
of  anonymity through an online persona. 
Talking with people they may never meet, 
these Internet users no longer feel restrained 
by the repercussions of  hurting someone’s 
feelings or breaking the norms of  civility. 
They feel free to openly speak their opinions 
and criticisms, some of  which unfortunately 
cross the line into cyberbullying.
 Clementi’s heartbreaking story testifies 
to the crippling impact of  intense online 
bullying. Alhtough we were raised on the 

adage “Sticks and stones can break my 
bones, but words can never hurt me,” we’ve 
been shown countless times this isn’t true. 
Youth around the world are being targeted 
and tormented through words, actions, 
blogs, videos and photos. Perhaps twenty 
years ago, bullies needed to 
look strong and intimidating 
in order to steal your lunch 
money. Today, they have 
the benefit of  technology 
to virtually spread their 
harmful messages. And thus 
throughout the years, bullying 
has become an increasingly 
prevalent issue. Statistics show 
that one out of  every four kids 
is being bullied, and 42% of  
kids have been bullied while 
online. Unlike schoolyard 
bullying, cyberbullying can 
continue twenty-four hours 
a day and seven days a 
week.  These harmful 
interactions are etched 
into a child’s memory 
forever, and escaping 
either the short-term or long-
term consequences is impossible.                                                                                        
 The Internet is no doubt a benefit of  the 
modern age. But despite its many wonderful 
capabilities, technology has greatly escalated 

the scale of  bullying activities. At school, 
bystanders are only the kids witnessing 
their peers being bullied in the hallways. 
On the web, the bystanders are composed 
of  the silent audience online that witnesses 
the trauma of  another person’s suffering 

Virtually, these bystanders can encompasses 
the entire world and the effect of  their 
inability to speak up can be devastating. 
For instance, the individuals who silently 
watched Clementi’s live feed sent a strong 

 At the Beginning of  every year, we all 
ask the same question: “Where did summer 
go?” As we begin another year, we quickly 
adapt, changing our bedtimes from three 
in the morning to ten at night and reducing 
our time on YouTube from five hours to ten 
minutes. This readjustment is not easy. But 
imagine doing all of  this and more with an 
extra month integrated into the school year.     
 President Obama has proposed that 
American school children extend their time 
in school, either by lengthening the school 
day or by devoting less time for summer 
vacation. It’s a terrifying idea, but perhaps 
it is the ultimate remedy to our inadequate 
school system. American schools need 
to increase their rigor to compete with 
the higher standards of  other countries, 
forcing  us to allocate more of  our time 
for academic purposes, keeping us on our 
toes and raising the national intelligence.
 For our generation of  students to remain 
competitive with their international peers, 
we need to start spending more time in 
school. As Obama stated, “We can no longer 
afford an academic calendar designed when 
America was a nation of  farmers who needed 
their children at home plowing the land at 
the end of  each day. That calendar may have 
once made sense, but today, it puts us at a 
competitive disadvantage. Our children spend 
over a month less in school than children 
in South korea. That is no way to prepare 
them for a twenty-first century economy.” 
 Compared to students in the United States, 
Japanese students have close to an entire 
marking period of  additional school days, 
spending a total of  243 days in school. As 
of  now, advocates are looking into creating 
a new school calendar for America, pushing 
further toward a 200 day school year which 
would align us with Thailand, Scotland and 
the Netherlands. Aware that his proposal is 
not popular, Obama has still made it very clear 
that education is one of  his top priorities, 
even if  it means sacrificing public appeal. 
 Understandably, many are opposed to 
the idea of  lengthening the school day or 
shortening summer vacation time. As kids, 
we want to be able to enjoy our youth, not 

Is  Summer  Really Making Us Dumber?

message to Dharun Ravi that his behavior 
was acceptable. kids today have easy access 
to millions of  videos broadcasting violence, 
hate acts, sexually violent and degrading 
content — much of  which receive positive 

reviews, hundreds of  thousands of  plays, 
and encouraging viewer comments. Many 
kids are apathetic as they communicate 
through the computer screen or via phone; 
without talking face-to-face, students 
say things they would not  mention in 
a direct conversation and arguments 
escalate quickly. Unfortunately, virtual cat 
fights result in real consequences, such 
as depression and loss of  self-esteem.
 Several weeks later, newspapers 
continue to publish their takes on lessons 
that can be learned from Clementi’s 
death. Still, the emphasis that has been 
placed upon bullying is not enough. 
Clementi is by far not the first victim of  

cyberbullying, nor will he be the last. 
By watching Clementi passionately 

play his violin in an Internet video, 
those who didn’t know him 
personally can catch a glimpse 
of  what his family and friends 

lost. Perhaps if  we fulfilled our obligation 
to learn from the loss of  Clementi’s 
unfinished song — a tragic consequence 
of  an increasingly impersonal world — 
the future could seem more promising.

fritter it away in stuffy classrooms. But there 
are also major advantages to having longer 
school days. More school hours would equal 
a quality education that is less crammed. 
With a longer year, students can learn at a 
more leisurely pace, and teachers wouldn’t 
have to sacrifice quality to ensure quantity. 
Those of  us who are juniors and seniors 
know what it is like to move at a rushed pace 
in order to pass an AP test. The addition of  
an hour or two to the school day could make 
all the difference. Extra time will provide 
schools with a more relaxed atmosphere. 
Teachers can teach more information at a 
more practical speed, allowing students to 
learn more and retain their knowledge longer. 
 More time in school, believe it or not, can 
be healthy, therapeutic, and occasionally life-
saving. A less restrictive time constraint will 
allow teachers to finish all of  the curriculum 
in class, instead of  being forced to set aside 
entire units of  material as independent study 
or, worse, omit the work altogether. This 
relaxed pace at school will reduce students’ 
stress levels dramatically. By eliminating 
some of  the stress that marks our current 
school experience, students will be more 
willing to come to school and to excel. 
Also, having students spend a longer time in 
school will reduce the problems associated 
with idle students. In the lives of  many inner-
city children, more leisure time is a portal 
into drugs, violence, and other horrors. 
 Obama has said that one-third of  the 
thirteen- and fourteen-year-olds in our 
country cannot read at an appropriate level, 
and that the eighth grade curriculum is two 
years behind those of  competing nations. 
In doing so, he stresses that the part of  the 
problem that is our “race to the bottom” 
mindset, in which states are comfortable 
with lower standards for students. Though 
many may argue that longer hours do not 
necessarily yield greater academic success, 
Obama’s evident desperation to reform  
American school’s a glaring testament to the 
utter disrepair of  our educational system.
 Far from being a death sentence, the idea 
of  extending the school year may be the 
cure to America’s inability to compete with 
other nations. Many need to understand that 
the quality of  the American education is 

declining. Although there are many factors 
in creating a good foundation for schools, 
increasing time in schools will decide how 
well we fare against nations and may make 

or break America’s reputation as a world’s 
superpower. We have no reason to fear: 
Obama’s education reforms will let us be 
the same kids we always were, but smarter.

By JENNIFER SUN, sophomore

By PARTH SHINGALA, sophomore
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The 2010 Midterm Elections

 in JULY, miLLiOnS of  readers were 
appalled by  Joel Stein’s xenophobic TIME 
Magazine article, “My Own Private India.”  
One of  journalism’s lesser-known writers, 
Stein became a household name after penning 
an account of  Edison’s transformation into 
“one of  the biggest Indian communities 
in the U.S.” Many people feel that Stein’s 
piece was a trivial laugh that deserves little 
attention, but “My Own Private India” 
remains socially relevant because of  its 
inadvertent insight on racism in America. 
 Stein’s article begins by describing the 
days when he used to steal pies from a 
former Pizza Hut, shoplift from a now-gone 
A&P, and nick cash from an extinct Italian 
restaurant. Though initially appearing to 
just be self-deprecation, the piece becomes 
progressively more offensive towards Indian 
Americans. Stein proceeds to recall how he 
would bully his Indian neighbors by telling 
them to go back to India or calling them “dot-
heads.” (The usage of  the term “dot head” is 
particularly horrifying because, in the 1980s 
— the prime of  Stein’s youth — a gang 
known as “DotBusters” emerged in Jersey 
City, which threatened and attacked Indian 
Americans.) Stein, either in an effort to be 
funny or through an accidental betrayal of  his 
own ignorance, expresses disgust toward the 
phrase “dot head,” because he feels that the 
multiple arms and elephant heads of  Hindu 
deities have so much more comedic potential.  
 Stein’s article is a testament to the still-
existent problem of  racism in America. 
Readers of  the TIME article may concede 

that racism cannot ever be truly eradicated. 
Ignorance and human nature, two constant 
parts of  society, simply will not allow 
prejudice to be fully eliminated from our 
perception of  other colors, faiths, and 
cultures. Instead, outraged masses should 
ask why the article was published. One 
would never think a publishing mogul like 
TIME would compromise its journalistic 
standards to print such an offensive 
“humor” column. An answer to this 
question would be two-fold, both parts 
referring to the economy. First, outsourcing 
has only worsened America’s economic 
woes, leaving more and more people 
unemployed. One of  the chief  recipients 
of  these jobs is India, so consequently, 
anti-Indian sentiments have increased. 
The second reason for TIME to publish 
the article relates to its own financial 
troubles. The advent of  the Internet has 
all but eradicated the need for magazines 
and newspapers. Consequently, lots of  
periodicals (TIME included) are struggling 
to stay afloat as magazine sales continue to 
dwindle. And thus TIME must have figured 
that the surest way to win more readers 
would be to publish a sensational story. 
Regardless of  its low quality, any article 
that will win publicity will win readers, and 
readers mean money. The Stein debacle 
may illustrate TIME’s tragic downfall from 
its prominence in the news world, but 
does not justify  publication of  the article. 
 Readers must also realize that the Stein 
situation is not just an Indians-versus-the-
world conflict, but a reflection on the plight 
of  all minorities everywhere. After all, what 

makes this manifestation of  anti-Indian 
sentiment any different from African-
American segregation from the 1950s or 
the intolerance because of  which Muslims 
suffer daily censure from society? Any 
demographic that has ever faced prejudice 
at the hands of  an ignorant majority 
should stand up against Stein’s article, 
TIME Magazine, and racism in America. 
 Although TIME issued an apology 
shortly after publishing the Stein article, 
people must realize that this repentance is 
not enough. If  TIME is able to get away 
with its offenses without being punished, 
then other members of  the media will figure 
they can make equally offensive statements 
with impunity. If  the media is allowed to 
begin this pattern, then readers will think 
that racism is publicly acceptable. Therefore, 
the best way to punish TIME would be to 
place a boycott upon site and subscriptions 
to its magazine. By attacking TIME’s pocket, 
the magazine — as well as the rest of  the 
media and society — will realize that passing 
a racist rant as humorous writing, regardless 
of  its readership, will result in consequences. 
If  appealing to TIME’s morality will not 
help, injuring its purse will be the next most 
effective approach to ending its prejudice. 
 Though racial tolerance seems to be a 
basic concept, the controversy surrounding 
Stein’s article shows that people must be 
reminded to uphold it. Rather than working 
against one another, we must strive to 
make this country a better place: only after 
we have learned to accomplish this, will 
America become closer to the epitome 
of  perfection it symbolizes in the world. 

By RIA SEN, sophomore

 nOVemBeR 2, the date of  the midterm 
elections, marks an important day on our 
calendar as it may change our history. 
Traditionally, the date allows voters to 
express their sentiments on the nation’s 
current path through their ballots. Every 
year, the elections present themselves as an 
exciting day of  change, but this year, a whole 
new volt of  excitement is electrifying 
voters everywhere. The source 
of  this excitement: the Tea Party. 
 A great deal of  fervor leading up 
to November centers around the 
Tea Party. A grass-roots political 
movement sweeping across 
America, the Tea Party is comprised 
of  a loose coalition of  multiple 
smaller organizations. Its main goals 
include the reduction of  the nation’s 
debt and size of  government and 
the lowering of  taxes. The Tea Party 
has garnered support from millions 
of  Americans, yet it has also been 
the butt of  millions of  other 
Americans’ jokes. Regardless of  
your opinion on the party, it is clear 
that the Tea Party will significantly 
affect this year’s elections. 
 Interestingly, parallels have been 
drawn between the 2010  midterm 
elections and the historic 1934 
elections under Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt. Considered a referendum on 
the New Deal, the 1934 elections saw 
a rise in Democratic power, as the party 
added nine seats in the Senate. It reaffirmed 
voter support in FDR’s policies and spurred 
the President into introducing of  a new 
round of  legislation, the Second New Deal.
 Similarly, the 2010 midterm elections 
can be seen as a referendum on President 
Obama’s policies. Elected in the face of  
one of  the worst crises since the Great 
Depression, President Obama rapidly 
enacted a great deal of  legislation, including 
the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act 

in 2008 and the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act in 2009, to prop up the 
nosediving economy. These bills, along with 
a series of  health care bills, have stirred 
large controversy in the American public.
    Case in point: Rand Paul. The Republican 
nominee for the kentucky Senate seat currently 
held by retiring Democrat Jim Bunning, 
Paul is a Tea Party-backed politician who is 
running on a platform of   “constitutional 

conservatism.” This includes opposition  
of  federal bailouts and nationalized health 
care, as well as support of  tax cuts and a 
balanced budget. In an interview, Paul stated, 
“Tea Party members will tell you they are 
equal parts a chastisement to both parties. 
They don’t think either party has done a 
good enough job. They tell me explicitly, 
‘If  you don’t vote against the spending 
and if  you don’t vote against the deficit 
financing, we’ll ask you to come home too.’ ”

 But how does the Tea Party play into 
the elections? The Tea Party could prove  
to be a double-edged sword. In Paul’s 
case, as well as across the country, Tea 
Party-backed candidates have racked 
up a string of  successive victories –
in some cases, even in lieu of  the Republican 
nominee. However, in the general 
elections, the Tea Party may actually have 
a somewhat detrimental effect. In The 

Hill/American Natural Gas Alliance 
(ANGA) poll, a Tea Party endorsement 
was found to significantly reduce 
Democrat support for a candidate, 
while doing little to incite Republicans. 
    The real deciding factor this November 
may be Independents. While Democrats 
and Republicans are likely to vote more 
or less along party lines, the Independent 
voting block will decide the victor of  
this year’s elections. Currently, it appears 
that the Independents will side with the 
political right. One of  the Republicans’ 
chief  advantages is voter enthusiasm, 
something that appears largely absent 
in seemingly apathetic Democrat voters. 
In the same The Hill/ANGA poll, 
eighty-three percent of  Republican 
respondents were “very passionate” 
about voting in November, while only 
sixty-eight percent of  Democrats and 
sixty-seven percent of  Independents 
felt the same way. Ninety-one percent 
of  Republican respondents said that 
they would “definitely vote” compared 
to eighty-five percent of  Democrats. 

Should Republicans succeed in winning 
back a large number of  seats, President 
Obama may face Congressional opposition 
that may prove catastrophic to his agenda 
and his chances of  reelection in 2012. 
 The 2010 elections will represent 
a significant moment for the nation. 
Although they represent the somber, 
tense state our country is in, the elections 
will prove to be a very exciting state of  
affairs. We, meanwhile, have little else to 
do but to sit back and enjoy the show. 

By VIGNESHWAR S., political columnist

 mARk ZUCkeRBeRg’S $100 million 
donation to the Newark school district 
has won the accolades of  many across 
the country. The Facebook founder’s 
altruism will likely make huge changes 
to these schools, but should we care? 
Although it seems to be a mean and petty 
thing to wonder, why doesn’t the Edison 
school district receive the same attention 
as does Newark? As everyone turns their 
attention toward Newark, they turn away 
from the rest of  New Jersey, a state with 
plenty of  other suffering districts. Newark 
may be worse off  than us, but that 
doesn’t mean we’re living on Easy Street. 
There are schools and districts spread out 
all over the state that need money and 
are losing vital clubs and organizations 
because of  this dire lack of  funds. 
 Admittedly, Newark is plagued 
with high poverty, violence, and other 
social problems, all of  which are highly 
detrimental to a strong education. 
Newark needs funds that could pay 
for after-school activities which would 
keep students off  the streets and out of  
trouble. My point is that although Newark 
may need money, it does not need all of  
that  $100 million. Chris Christie and 
Cory Booker, the politicians behind the 
changes to the Newark school system, 
need to learn that throwing money at 
the problem will not solve anything. 
These kids in Newark need to have the 
right determination and perseverance to 
succeed in school. No Christie, Booker, 
or Zuckerberg can help them find 
that. Here at J.P.S., we’ve got plenty of  
students that are willing to work hard 
and who truly care about their academic 
futures. Besides, Newark isn’t exactly one 
of  the most hopeful situations out there. 
 “They’re just wasting their time,” says 
Ryan Wall, a freshman. “Newark is a waste 
of  our tax dollars, seeing that educational 
conditions haven’t improved over the past 
twenty years.” Although these funds may 
not be a “waste,” there is some truth in 
Wall’s statement. This is not the first time 
Newark has received charity, and it doesn’t 
appear to be the last. Newark students, 
per capita, receive twice the amount of  
money that Edison students are provided, 
but Newark students haven’t shown any 
signs of  improvement. So,why is everyone 
else in New Jersey being overlooked? 
 Charity shouldn’t be divided in one 
extreme or another. There shouldn’t be 
a choice between Newark and the “other 
schools.” Newark definitely needs the 
larger share of  the pie, there is no denying 
that. Still, it isn’t fair to deprive the rest of  
us just because we produce better results. 
By allocating some of  the funds for other 
struggling districts, Zuckerberg could have 
improved the lives of  many more students. 
 Of  course, J.P. has been saved from 
the brunt of  the economic downturn. 
Due to higher-income families and sheer 
luck, a greater proportion of  Edison 
residents are surviving the recession 
and are, consequently, able to contribute 
more in taxes toward the school. 
 Still, it isn’t fair to deprive J.P. just 
because it is comparatively better off. 
With the number of  clubs dwindling 
every year and the chances of  the budget 
passing diminishing annually, it’s tough 
for J.P. to remember to count its blessings 
when it is so profoundly affected by the 
recession. Until America’s Zuckerbergs 
realize how universally needed these 
donations are, we (and countless other 
districts) are going to continue to feel 
the economic pinch for a very long time.

No Tolerance for Intolerance

By SIMRAN CHAHAL, freshman

Spotlight
Stealing the



…there are outbursts of  random clapping 
every day at lunch
…everyone has either their head tilted 
bizarrely or a sleepy expression in their ID 
picture
…colored pencils and scissors are valuable 
goods
…you have to pay your English teacher ten 
cents to use the stapler
…you see flocks of  lost-
looking kids loitering 
around landmarks in NYC 
with APUSH books and 
iPhones
…WHAP is not the sound of  
a slap, but ran abbreviation for 
AP World History
...seniors complain that they 
can’t sleep in during PSATs 
anymore
…clubs try to capitalize on 
a captive SAT audience by 
selling food and having yard 
sales on Saturday mornings
…people are flabbergasted at 
being able to choose their own 
sports in gym
…and you bring in your own badminton 
racket and shuttlecock
...health is your favorite class
…everyone knows how to get around the 
library’s internet filter to access Facebook
…you still haven’t finished summer reading 
assignments
…you still haven’t started summer reading 

assignments
…lunch is for doing homework
…and class is for eating
…More of  your friends are on AIM after 1 
A.M. than at 5 P.M.
…deadlines don’t exist until 
two hours before they expire
…you pray for a poor-quality 

textbook, because you can do 
whatever you want to it and not get a 

fine
...you are very grateful for Angela Chiang’s 
notes
…right after reading a picture book
…you miss knitting Club
…Naviance is your new best friend

…and Genesis is your archenemy
…you have accumulated 5 lates since the 
clocks were recalibrated
…a Facebook event is “Not Doing Hw 
Day”
…and half  the posts are along the lines of  

“Wait but I don’t 
do hw anyway”

…Supercalc 
is the easiest 

math course

… the 
new wing’s 
moniker is 
“The Tower of  Terror” or “The Sniper 
Tower”
…walking through the senior lot on rainy 
days is like wading through a kiddie pool
…you read the Bible in English
…a graphing calculator is more useful (and 

YOU KNOW YOU GO TO J.P. STEVENS WHEN...
valuable) than a cell phone
…and has more games, too
…you can sleep in class and get an A
…but forget your gym clothes, and you fail
…this is the only section of  the newspaper 
that you read
...you walk out of  the hot lunch line and all 
the people still in line crane their necks to 
see what you got
...freshmen are willing to spend $20 for the 

PSATs, which doesn’t even count 
...through rain and sleet and hail and 
snow, you sprint to school without an 
umbrella 
...you have to run three laps in thirty-
degree weather during gym

…when you can hear the marching 
band’s practices from your house 

…your “morning run” is the 
sprint to homeroom
…the Up and Down staircase 
labels no longer hold any 

meaning
...more people know the “Bed 
Intruder” and “Double Rainbow” 
songs than the songs played 
on the loudspeakers on Friday 
mornings

By ARHANT RAO, senior, 
and VICTOR HO, senior

Have a good YkYG? Email it to 
jpshawkeye@gmail.com.
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 People should see this as a chance to 
bring new ideas to clubs to make them 
more inclusive, since everyone only has 
about 10 clubs from which to choose. 
And anyway, there is so much more that 
you can do out of  school. Instead of  
griping about the club cuts, you should 
spend your extra time doing more 
constructive things.

—SOPHIA TAN, junior

 Join the A07 Club. In the spring, I know 
we’re thinking about campaigning to get the 
budget passed, and if  every student in J.P. 
tries to educate just a few people in Edison 
on the benefits of  passing it and the impor-
tance of  Yes votes, we can actually make a 
difference. We may even be able to get it 
passed this year and have enough money for 
clubs in the future.

—DHAVAL MEHTA, senior

FORMER CLUBS:
 

Academy of  Science
American Sign Language

Art Club
B.E.A.T.

Chess and Go Club
Computer Club

English Honor Society
Environmental Awareness

Film Club
French Honor Society

Fusion 4 Life
Future Teachers of  America

H.A.W.k.S.
INK!

Interact
knitting Club

Latin Club
Library Aides Club

Math League
National Art Honor Society

National Tech Honor Society
Peer Mediation

REBEL
SAGA

Step Team
Science Honor Society

Ski Club
Spanish Honor Society

2010-2011 CLUBS:
 

Chemistry/Physics - Robotics Club
Science League

FBLA and JPAWS
FCCLA
Hawkeye

Human Relations Committee
key Club

Model United Nations
Odyssey of  the Mind

Regalis
S.T.A.R.S./knowledge Masters/B.R.I.T.E.

Student Council

THE CLUB CUT CRISIS

 As a freshman, I had sophomore, junior, and even senior friends. At the time, 
I didn’t think much of  it, but now I see so many unfamiliar faces in the halls. 
Not only do I not know the new underclassmen, but I also don’t recognize a 
lot of  the seniors. Even being in only one club in freshman year made a huge 
difference. Now, although there are over 2500 students at J.P., I only have the 
opportunity to talk to about 75 students daily.  
 Grades are only a small portion of  high school. The most valuable and 
lasting part of  being in high school is meeting new people, socializing, and 
learning from your peers.  Taking away clubs is essentially taking away the high 
school experience.
  —WENDY WEN, senior

 It’s a darn shame. Students at J.P. 
Stevens have been deprived of  the 
opportunity to become the leaders 
into which we expect them to mature. 
Without a wide variety of  clubs in the 
school, students are disadvantaged in the 
college application process.

—MS. VITVITSkY, English teacher

 Q: Many clubs in the school prided themselves on providing students 
opportunities to give back to the community. How will the club cuts affect 
the community now?

 DG: It will have a tremendous effect on the community. Before the 
club cuts, many clubs gave back to the community in a variety of  ways. For 
example, knitting Club knitted blankets for the Linus Foundation to help 
homeless children. The Ski Club ran a food drive during Halloween at the 
High, a large community service effort put forth by all of  the clubs. Now, the 
school can no longer host a Halloween at the High because of  the loss of  a 
majority of  the organizations in the school.

 Q: What is your take on the budget cuts in reference to the clubs?

 DG: The simple answer is kids are not here. It is a very sad sight to see 
that there are no cars here at night. The school, before the club cuts, used to 
be used from 6 A.M. to 11 P.M. with various events sponsored by the diverse 
amount of  clubs that used to be in the school. I feel greatly for the students 
because the large number of  clubs created opportunities for leadership, 
community service, and socialization; now all of  that has been taken away. A 
school is for the students and should be full of  life brought by these students. 
But after 2:30, no longer does that happen. It makes me wonder where the 
students are after school and whether they are as productive as they are in 
school and in extracurricular activities. Our duty as adults is to see that the 
younger generation is safe, educated, and healthy. If  they are not in school, 
are these students safe?

An Interview with Ms. DiGioia
FORMER CO-CURRICULAR ADVISOR



 We are a month deep into another year of  high school. Most of  us 
have already gotten used to the constant grind of  homework, studying, volunteering, and clubs. 
We have already hashed out lunch table arrangements, labeled our binders, and looked up all 
our teachers on RateMyTeachers.com. It is just another year — with the exception of  the 
abrupt disappearance of  many of  our beloved clubs.
 This debacle started last spring when New Jersey cut funding for education, a problem that 
was exacerbated when our township once again failed to pass the budget. Once the budget 
failed, the Board of  Education decided to cut the majority of  extracurricular activities. The 
decision of  which clubs to keep was based not on the administration’s preferences, but on 
external circumstances involving state law or existing contracts with teachers.
 Some teachers wanted to get involved in running clubs despite these changes. Sophomore 
Wali Sabahi commented, “My advisor was not getting paid, yet he was still staying after school.” 
However the Edison Township Teacher’s Association opposed such action as a violation of  
contract.
 The consequences of  these cuts are serious.  Stressed and overworked students find it too 
difficult to “go the extra mile” without the easily accessible opportunities that clubs provide. 
Additionally, participation in clubs and extracurricular activities is a way to have fun, discover 
new interests, help other people, and maybe even impress colleges in the process. So what will 
students miss out on this year?
 Community service. Many J.P. Stevens students participate in volunteer work and 
community service brought to them by J.P. organizations. We give back to our community 
by hosting one of  the biggest events in our high school: Halloween at the High. Every 
Halloween, children from all over Edison eagerly gather at J.P. Stevens to trick-or-treat and 
play games. We enjoy helping kids have fun in a safe environment; it’s dismaying that we can’t 
continue this tradition. To see such helpful organizations dismantled is devastating to both the 
J.P. community and those who benefit from our volunteering. Students must now search for 
community service hours elsewhere. 
 Character-building. Clubs provide students with the opportunity to learn about themselves 
by experimenting to see what they are truly passionate about. Volunteering gives students a 
taste of  initiative and responsibility; students even start to seek opportunities for leadership. 
Some students even start their own clubs. However, the cuts have squelched such hopes. 
Sugundha Gupta, a junior and cofounder of  Fusion 4 Life, a former club devoted to dance, 
said, “It is really disappointing; it was a new club, and we were really excited this year especially 
when we got to perform at freshman orientation. Now with the club cuts, Fusion 4 Life cannot 
possibly continue.” 
 College applications. Clubs are a way for students to show that they have passions and 
interests besides studying all night and that they can shine beyond the narrow, academic scope 
of  the classroom. Clubs are a mark of  individuality. Without clubs, how can we showcase our 
potential? 
 In response to these cuts, students are taking action. INK!, the school’s literary magazine, 
has already renamed itself  Ink! Underground, and is currently operating outside of  the school. 
JPAWS and FBLA have recently merged, and the Human Relations Committee is now under 
the supervision of  the administration. But more substantial action must be taken. Parents and 
students alike must come together to reinstate the clubs that were cut. The bottom line is that 
without clubs, the “hawks” of  J.P. Stevens will lose their opportunity to “fly high.”

THE CLUB CUT CRISIS

WHY DOES IT MATTER?

CONTRIBUTORS:
WENDY WEN, senior
SOPHIA TAN, junior

EILEEN JIANG, senior
STEPHANIE TSAI, junior
ERIN PETENkO, junior
Members of  the A07 Club
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 It has also been confirmed that the new 
wing will contain lockers. The use of  these 
new lockers will lessen the need for lockers 
behind the old gym, and will be spacious 
enough to contain all of  a student’s school 
belongings. This is beneficial given increases 
in population. The most surprising news, 
however, is that the new wing will be open 
before the advent of  the 2011-2012 school 
year. How the wing will be used has not yet 
been determined, but it is set in stone that the 
wing will definitely open this year. Since the 
plans for the new wing are a bit premature, the 

name of  the wing and the classes to be held 
there are still to be determined. However, 
we can expect to know this information by 
the definite opening date of  the addition: 
the first day of  the 2011-2012 school year. 
 With the new addition, J. P. Stevens will 
expand, possess a greater number of  larger 
lockers, and contain less crowded classrooms. 
The construction of  the new wing will 
definitely bring some welcome changes. 

Successful Spaghetti Dinner Performance, CONT.
the contributions of students and families. 
Several ensembles within the choir and 
orchestra made appearances, including the 
Chamber Orchestra, Chamber Choir, 
A Capella Choir, and String Orchestra. 
Several soloists also performed. 
 The Chamber choir, a select ensemble, 
sang four diverse songs, ranging from 
the medieval English madrigal “Come 
Away Sweet Love” to “Once Upon a 
Time” from the acclaimed film Breakfast 
at Tiffany’s. The audience was especially 
happy and surprised after hearing 
the Chamber’s last piece, which was 
called “Pseudo Yoik,” a contemporary 
nonsense Finnish piece with no 
linguistic meaning. Very talented soloists 
and duets also made appearances in the 
first half of the Spaghetti Dinner. The 
performances took us from the classical 
period to modern favorites, with juniors 
Julia Maxham and Danielle kim performing 
“Sisters” from Irving Berlin’s “White 
Christmas,” senior Michelle kim performing 
a sweet Italian love song called “Il fervido 
desiderio,” and sophomore Samantha 
Schneider and senior Sarah Durando 
performing a contemporary piece called 
“Flight.” The piano accompaniment was 

exemplary with each performance as well.
 The Chamber Orchestra, the most 
advanced string group of the school, took the 

stage next. Their performance took listeners 
on a nostalgic journey in popular music, 
with string renditions of “Sweet Dreams 
Are Made of This” from the 1980s, and 
“A Whiter Shade of Pale” from the 1960s. 
The third piece was an original composition 
that Mr. Verdi, the orchestra director, had 
found on YouTube. Written by Steve 

Tower of Terror Revealed

new gym Policy on Sports
 A neW POLiCY put into play by the 
physical education department now allows 
students to choose which sport they will 
participate in for each marking period. For 
this quarter, the four choices given were 
football, badminton, tennis, and soccer. 
 Surprisingly, our school has lagged behind 
on implementing the idea of letting students 
choose their own sports. Middle school 
students were already able to choose their 
own sport for one marking period, even 
though it was confined to only two selections 
or so. So why did teachers suddenly decide to 
carry this policy over to the high school level?
 The concept of choosing one’s own sport 
in gym was discussed heavily by the gym 
teachers, vice principals, and other staff 
for over two years. The only problem was 
that teachers would have trouble marking 
students’ attendances across grades in the 
Genesis system. However, this year, the 
vice principals found a way to work around 
this obstacle, enabling students to finally 
have a say in what sports they play in gym. 
 Another important factor in this 

Tzeng, this exciting piece was titled “Into 
Battle,” and displayed the beautiful talents 
of concertmistress senior Emily Chiang. 

The moment the chamber orchestra began 
playing “Into Battle,” the audience came 
to a quiet lull. Even the waiters stopped 
serving and stared. With every passing 
second, the piece increased in intensity and 
speed. Not a single sound broke the last 
note. Slowly, the audience came to applause, 
some still awestruck. Later, senior Cecilia 
Jiang commented, “The piece was really 
intense and exciting to listen to. I always 
expected the orchestra to play a piece of 
classical music, not something this riveting.” 

 A dROVe OF construction workers 
descended upon the school last June, and 
they have been hard at work creating the 
mysterious addition to our school that 
has occupied the imagination of  many 
curious students. While this construction 
serves as a welcome distraction from 
classes, what exactly is the purpose 
behind this so called “tower of  terror”?
 According to Vice Principal Harris, 
there are two buildings being built: a tower 

and a new wing. The tower is the structure 
located behind the A wing and only houses a 
stairwell that leads to the new wing as well as 
the roof. The new wing, on the other hand, 
will contain several classrooms and science 
labs, and will help the alleviate the problem 
of  cramped classrooms and a shortage 
of  science rooms. Ultimately, teachers 
hope to create a comfortable environment 
that is more conducive to learning. 

decision was the overall student support 
for it. Freshman Ryan Wall said, “Giving 
students the choice of their own sports 
is a great thing, as it allows them to 
participate more in the game and really 
enjoy themselves if it’s something that they
love.” Other students, like sophomore 
Jasme Lee, believe that there are still some
disadvantages and weak spots to this new 
policy. “The choices are limited to only
four things,” she says, “ and if a class is too 
full, you’ll have to be ‘forced’ into playing a 
sport that you may not like.” This complaint 
is especially common among underclassmen, 
who had to select after seniors and juniors. 
 Gym teacher Mrs. Pisano thinks the 
new policy has some negatives too. “There 
are just so many different levels in a single 
class, ranging from the experienced players 
to people who just want to play for fun. It’s 
difficult to make the class balanced, and it 
seems the only way would be to split the class 
is into groups that play against each other.”
 Despite the varying feedback, the majority 
of teachers harbor positive hope for the new 
policy in the future. Hopefully this policy 
will improve our physical education classes.

 The A Cappella choir was up next, 
performing an energetic “Zion’s Walls” 
with senior Cecilia Jiang on the piano, a 
sentimental “Over the Rainbow” from the 
popular film The Wizard of Oz with soloist 
senior Sandhya Balachandar, and finally the 
popular spiritual “Rock A My Soul.”  This 
last piece featured a rousing solo from senior 
Justin Marson. In between, one soloist and 
two duets made their debut; Broadway 
seemed alive in J. P. as senior Samantha 
Chung sang “Popular” and seniors Ariel Lee 
and Markos kantilierakis performed “As 
Long as You’re Mine,” both pieces from the 
popular musical Wicked. Seniors Amy kim 
and Sandhya Balachandar entertained with a 
beautiful German piece entitled “Herbstlied.” 
 The Concert Orchestra, the second most 
advanced string group, performed afterward, 
keeping the audience riveted with their 
performance of “Bittersweet Symphony,” 
originally attributed to the popular band, 
the Verve. They finished up the program 
with the Scottish “Scarborough Fair,” 
made famous by Art Garfunkel, and  later  
stood and bowed to enthusiastic applause. 
 The entire audience appreciated the 
performances of all the groups. The 
delicious spaghetti and sweet treats, not to 
mention the delectable garlic bread and salad 
delighted the audience. Each performer 
had worked very hard for this day, and 
their effort showed quite beautifully.  

The Chamber Orchestra, a select group of string musicians, perform their pieces 
during the Spaghetti Dinner under the instruction of Mr. Verdi, the conductor.

ben Lin

Freshmen Teresa Cao and Kenny Kao serve spaghetti, garlic bread, salad, 
and desserts to the energetic and supportive Spaghetti Dinner audience.

Dave Wu

The “tower of terror” is actually a building that houses a staircase and a 
pathway to the roof of the school; construction will be completed within the year.

ceciLia jiang

By TIFFANY LIN, freshman

By SUHASINI NEELAM, sophomore

JPSnapshots JPSnapshots JPSnapshots JPSnapshots JPSnapshots
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 AFteR A FeW WORdS from the senior 
Student Council President, Sana Ajani 
started her speech on why ninth graders 
should elect her as this year’s class treasurer. 
“Our school’s in a budget crisis,” she 
explained, “I want to make sure there are 
more socials, dances, and fundraisers in 
order to expand the budget and to have a 
fun freshman year.” The next candidate for 
treasurer, Abishek Sheshasaaye, had similar 
hopes and ambitions, fully believing that 
the class of  2014 could weather the budget 
cuts and have a positive, enjoyable year.
 Next on stage was kenneth kao, the 
only secretary candidate, emphasized the 
qualities that set him apart. “A secretary is 
a very important and organized person,” 
he said, “and I believe that I qualify for 
this position and will do a good job at it.”
 Next up, the vice presidential candidates: 
Alana Taub and Crystal Byun. Alana 
approached the podium and spoke with 
confidence, discussing her past experience 
as treasurer and vice president of  JAMS. 
She wanted the freshman class to “be 
the change” and make a difference at J.P. 
Stevens. Cheerleader captain Crystal Byun 
stated in her speech that she would not only 
like to be a leader of  the freshman class, but 

she would also like to help organize activities 
to create more interaction among students.
  Finally, the two presidential candidates 
Anjali Dave and Chris Ricigliano gave 
their speeches. Anjali talked about the 
idea of  “making this year matter” through 
fun activities to benefit the freshmen. She 
wanted the kids from WWMS and JAMS 
to cooperate as a united student body at J.P. 
Stevens. Her idea precisely conveyed, Anjali 
Dave ended her speech with a cute, little chant 
that all the students took part in. Following, 
Chris Ricigliano said that he planned to not 
only make freshman year better, but also 
to help the community through school-
wide service projects. “I want to make sure 
that everyone gets a voice in this freshman 
class,” Chris explained. “A good government 
needs a voice from its people, and if  I 
can make sure that everyone has a voice, 
then I’ll feel that I’ve done my job well.”
 By the end of  Friday, the votes were in. 
The results were as follows: the freshman 
treasurer is Abishek Sheshasaaye, the 
secretary is kenneth kao, the vice president 
is Crystal Byun, and the president is Chris 
Ricigliano. The new freshman student council 
already began designing t-shirts, sweatshirts, 
pants, and much more for the Class of  2014. 
Thank you to all the freshmen candidates for 
an exciting campaign, and congratulations! 

the dress code. He believes that students 
should not wear what they might wear 
outside of  school within the halls of  J.P. 
because it is inappropriate. Yet, Mr. Rutan 
said that he is not looking to make any 
sweeping changes at the moment. Referring 
to himself  as “the new kid on the block,” he 

states that his primary goal for now is simply 
to work hard and assist the administration 
and the active student body in any way he can.
 Mr. Rutan said that he is more of  a quiet 
person, quoting the old adage, “Actions 
speak louder than words.” However, there is 
more than meets the eye to Mr. Rutan and 
he enjoys various hobbies. Chuckling all the 
while, he answered that his favorite sport is 
baseball and that he is devoted to following 
the World Series. Even though Mr. Rutan’s 
favorite team is the Yankees, he catches any 
other games that he can in his spare time. 

 Another interesting fact is that one of  his 
favorite books is Exercising the Mind, because 
it demonstrates how staying fit improves not 
only your body but also your brain. Clearly, 
Mr. Rutan has retained some of  the traits that 
made him the excellent coach that he once 
was, as he still believes in physical fitness and 

discipline. 
He added, 
however, 
that he 
d i d n ’ t 
have a 
f avo r i t e  
m o v i e  
since he 
generally 
likes to 
keep it 
s i m p l e 
and just 
l i m i t 
himself  to 
news and 
s p o r t s .
 M r . 
Rutan also 
affirmed 
that his 
goals were 

to try to be as fair as he could to the students, 
to work hard, and to do his best. Finally, he 
gave a few last words of  advice for all of  the 
students: go to school, always do the right 
thing, and get a good education because 
hopefully it will help them in the future.
 Mr. Rutan is a disciplined and passionate 
man who always strives for the best. He is 
consistently hardworking and fair, qualities 
that he hopes the students of  J.P. will 
embody as well. Undoubtedly, Mr. Rutan is 
a solid and well-rounded man who will be 
a great assistant principal for J.P. Stevens.

Vice Principal Rutan cont.
Because of  these resolutions, the Israeli-
Palestinian region took a major step 
forward toward peace, organized crime was 
eradicated in West Africa, and the threat of  
deforestation threatened the world no more. 
Then came the moment most of  the delegates 
had been waiting for: the awards ceremony. 
 Junior Pathik Shah, the chair of  the 
Environment Programme, said, “Awards 
were distributed based on a thorough 
knowledge of  the topic, the ability to stay 
diplomatic throughout the conference, 
and demonstrated leadership capabilities. 
Although the criteria may seem hard to 
fill, it was extremely 
challenging to choose 
winners in a committee 
of  talented delegates.” 
 As winners were 
announced for each 
award, others cheered 
and showed their 
support. Sophomore 
Parth Shingala, winner 
of  the Outstanding 
award, recalled, “This 
conference was one 
of  the most difficult 
experiences I had in my 
MUN career. Everyone 
there had the potential 
to win, and in the end 
it really was a toss-up.” 
Regardless of  whether 
the delegates were 
recognized or not, they 
should be extremely 
proud of  their work. 
Senior Avani Yenamandra 
stated, “The conference 
went along much better 
than I could have hoped 

for. It was nice that several alumni could attend 
as well. They helped encourage the spirit of  
Model UN among the younger members.” 
 This year, the JPSMUN team plans 
to attend the University of  Virginia 
Conference, Harvard MUN Conference, and 
North American Invitational Conference at 
Georgetown. Over the years, JPSMUN has 
established a national reputation as one of  
the premier Model UN teams in the nation, 
and it hopes to repeat its success. After 
seeing the school conference, one thing is 
certain: the Model UN team has the resolve 
and the talent to make it happen again.

Freshman Class elections 

J.P. Stevens mUn cont.

key Club kicks Off Year of Service at Fall Rally
 dURing the SUmmeR, when most 
students lay back and while their time away, 
key Clubbers continue what they do during 
the school year: serve their community.
 On Saturday evenings this past summer, 
for example, they could be found cooking up
a storm at the New Brunswick 
Ronald McDonald House, whose 

residents consist of  mostly families
with terminally ill children being treated at 
nearby hospitals. These families come from
all over the world to seek the exceptional care 
provided at the nearby Children’ s Specialized
Hospital and Robert Wood Johnson Medical 
Facility. To help them cope, the House 
provides low-cost housing, enabling parents 
to avoid the expenses of  staying in a hotel for 
the entire duration of  the child’ s treatment. 

Concerned and caring key Clubbers sought 
to alleviate this burden on these families 
even further; They cooked everything from 
vegetable calzones to Key Lime pie for 
the residents of  the house to save them 
time, money and much needed energy.
 However, this wasn’t all they did. On 
Sundays, key Clubbers could be found 

walking up and down the driveway of   the 
houses of  their kiwanis Advisers, Mr. 
and Mrs. Missuk, helping run their annual 
charity garage sale. From eight in the 
morning to mid afternoon, club members 
talked to patrons and collected money. 
At the end of  the day, they had earned 
over $120 for children around New Jersey 
who could not afford school supplies.

 And finally, on several weekdays, Key 
Clubbers stood for hours outside local grocery 
stores with posters and cans, educating the 
people that passed by about the Children’s
Specialized Hospital and getting donations.
 However, the end of  the summer months, 
far from signaled the end of  key Club 
service. On the contrary, the end of  summer 

meant fall, and fall 
meant the approaching 
of  the biggest district-
wide key Club event of  
the year, the Fall Rally. 
 After weeks of  
distributing, collecting 
and sorting forms, a 
large white envelope 
was mailed to the New 
Jersey District office 
with the names of  
the 54 members and 
chaperones of  the 
J.P. Stevens key Club  
who were attending.  
On the morning of  
October 10, these 
54 key Clubbers 
clambered onto the 
bus and drove to Six 
Flags Great Adventure, 
where they witnessed 
the largest gathering 
of  key Clubbers 
in New Jersey all 
waiting to hear about 
district key Club 

news and learn about new events and 
fundraisers. J.P. Stevens key Clubbers in 
particular cheered themselves hoarse when 
Lieutenant Governor Sarah Noorani, 
a J.P. Stevens senior, was introduced as 
a part of  the New Jersey District key 
Club Executive Board. After leaving the 
park, the tired but utterly inspired key 
Clubbers climbed back onto the bus home.

Former J.P. Stevens coach and teacher, Mr. Rutan 
returns this year to sit behind a desk of a new office.

Senior co-presidents Junnie Shah and Isha Shah stop 
for a picture amidst the excitement of the Fall Rally.

Mohammad Nawaz, sophomore, focuses his 
concentration on writing a resolution in the 
limited amount of time offered at the confeerence

By kONYA BADSA, freshman

By THE kEY CLUB ExEC BOARD
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 CROSS COUntRY iS great bonding sport. 
Running outside, whether the temperature 
outside is ninety-nine degrees or forty-nine 
degrees, for six miles creates a special kinship 
between extraordinary teammates. However, 
cross country also helps runners fully 
appreciate Coaches Allen and Martinez. Here 
is a look behind the two men who have shaped 
J.P. Stevens into Red Division Champions.

By ALEx kIM, junior

Varsity Soccer: From JAmS to J.P. Stevens 
By GURNOOR TUCkER, freshman

Who Are Coaches Allen and martinez?

 mR. ALLen tO history students, Coach 
Allen to runners, and “that tall guy” to 
strangers, whatever you call him, he is one 
great man. A previous Coach of  the Year, 
Coach Allen has made a positive impact to 
the John P. Stevens Community. teach U.S. 
History, but he also mentors both the J.P. 
Stevens cross country and track teams. His 
coaching experience dates back to his first 
job as an assistant coach at Edison High 
School in 2003. As head coach, he has one 
firm main policy: complete commitment 
and hard work are the only ways to improve 
and become a great runner. He expects 
everyone on the team to put in their best 
effort and persevere through challenges with 
a disciplined attitude. Coach Allen, because 
of  his experience, knows the ins and outs of  
cross country. He started running when he 
was thirteen years old and improved steadily 
through sheer determination and dedication 
to the sport. Helping younger runners 
improve and prove their own capabilities is a 
rewarding experience for him. However, he 
is clear in stating his dislike for tough losses. 
Outside his career as a teacher and coach at 
school, he also runs and trains for triathlons, 
marathons, and other sporting events.

 COACh mARtineZ CAn be spotted a mile 
away with his bright, red hair and beard 
and his lovable face. A man who will shock 
you if  you read his last name, before you 
see his face, Coach Martinez is someone 
of  energy and passion. .Like Coach Allen, 
Coach Martinez also teaches U.S. History 
in addition to training the J.P. Stevens 
Cross Country team. He started coaching 
at Herbert Hoover Middle School and later 
joined Edison High School before finally 
coming to coach at John P. Stevens in 2004. 

Coach Martinez is not only a great coach but also an excellent cook who 
often works the grill to feed his cross country team after their tiring practice.

their surroundings. Situations are different 
in the wind, the snow, and the particularly 
the rain. To him, maintaining discipline and 
dedication in the team members isn’t much 
of  a problem at all. Coach Martinez, once 
a stellar track and cross country athlete 
back in his high school days, now watches 
the team’s progress by riding alongside 
them on a yellow bike. Besides coaching 
and teaching, he enjoys reading in general, 
especially books of  sci-fi and historical 
genres. He is also an avid viewer of  the 
food network and cooks in his free time.

Coach Allen laughs at himself with son, 
Brady, by his side at a morning practice

Coaching cross country in fall and track in 
winter, he has one major policy: effort is 
key to success in running. He also believes 
that a positive attitude is necessary in any 
individual’s attempt at self-improvement. 
He enjoys motivating young runners to 
do their best and watching their rate of  
improvement. One difficulty he faces as a 
coach is watching for weather conditions 
(the occasional thunderstorm prevents the 
team from running outside). The weather 
plays a large factor in running, especially 
since the runners are forced to adapt to 

Sometimes sibling rivalries extend onto the soccer pitch. The Salazar brothers, freshman Chris (left) and 
senior Jon (right), fight for the ball at practice, yet they put all differences aside and work together during games.

 With the addition of  freshmen protégés, 
the varsity boys and girls soccer team hope 
to finally bring conference glory within 
the next few years at J.P. Stevens. Abound 
with adept soccer stars of  the future, the 
upperclassmen pass down their skills to 
these future leaders of  J.P. Stevens soccer. 
This fresh generation introduces the former 
leaders of  the John Adams Middle School 
soccer teams: Christopher Salazar, Jennifer 
El-Fakir, kristen Shea, karen Eng, and 
Melaney Zranchev. Each carries numerous 
years of  training and club team exposure; 
however, varsity soccer is an entirely new 
experience for these ninth graders. After 
interviewing two of  these players, I got to 
know what exactly goes on in their minds.
 Forward kristen Shea was captain of  
last year’s fortified John Adams Middle 

School girls soccer team. This summer she 
was introduced to varsity soccer when she 
was promoted to the team two weeks into 
the season and had to quickly adapt. She 
was used to being the leader of  a team, 
but with Hannah Mathys, Casey Pelican, 
and kelsey Berta as captains, it was her 
turn to show respect towards the seniors 
in captaincy. In a few years, however, she 
hopes to carry that position to lead the 
Lady Hawks to victory. Becoming familiar 
with the upperclassmen was a smooth 
process for her because camaraderie is a 
major factor for the team. This season, the 
Lady Hawks earned an important victory 
against Edison High and hope to finish the 
remainder of  their season on a high note.
 Christopher Salazar, brother of  varsity 
captain Jon Salazar, was a dynamic leader for 
the John Adams Boys Soccer Team, scoring 
most of  the team’s goals in their undefeated 

season. This year he transitioned to a more 
rigorous and physical level of  the sport. 
Although he is the youngest player on the 
team, he knew many of  the players through 
his brother and smoothly transitioned 
into the varsity team. Christopher enjoys 
the patient style of  play, as the team 
focuses on possession and ball control. 
Soccer has been a vital aspect of  life for 
Christopher and being introduced to the 
varsity stage was a major step in his goal 
to become a professional U.S. soccer star. 
For the players, each game played brings 
experience. By next season, this year’s 
freshman varsity generation will be 
even stronger than they are now. With 
new teammates, new skills, and new 
experiences gained from this season, 
these stars are sure to succeed.. Like 
those before them, they will be ready to 
continue to bring their game onto the field.

Varsity
Soccer Seniors

2010

Cpt. Zach Friedenreich

Cpt. Jon Salazar

Cpt. Kelsey Berta
Cpt. Hannah Mathys

Cpt .Casey Pelican
 

Boys

Alex El-Fakir
 

Alex Bakshyiev
Bejan Firuz
Brian Garsh

kevin Green
 

Victor Ho

Morgan Jones
Curtis Wang

Girls

Jackie Gonczi

kyle O’Grady

Lori karabinchak

Caitlin Toto

Angeli Ylanan-Argawala
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digging it With Coach Savulich and Alison dougan
By RANGASRI RAMJI, freshman

AN INTERVIEW WITH  VOLLEYBALL 
COaCh SaVULICh AND  CapTaIN 

aLISON dOUGaN

Question: Being the coach of  the volleyball 
team at J.P. Stevens must be difficult. What 
makes it so tough and what makes it worth it?

Coach Savulich: To be honest, it is very tough 
mentally since it’s my job to push players to 
their ultimate potential. The girls have very 
diverse backgrounds, so I make sure that 
they come together and play amazingly! The 
best part is that I can watch the girls mature 
not only as players, but also as women. 
Even though coaching can be very stressful, 
it all pays off  because of  the girls’ efforts.

Question: Out of  all the games this season 
so far, which game was the most competitive?

Coach Savulich: I would have to say 
East Brunswick or Old Bridge. Our team 
this year is pretty young with few seniors, 
so beating East Brunswick 2-1 and Old 
Bridge 2-0 was a big achievement for all 
of  us. They’re both very strong teams.

alison: Our competitors right now are Old 
Bridge and South Brunswick. Both put up 
a fight and didn’t give 
up easily against us. But 
the game was decided 
by which team wanted 
it more and the amount 
of  heart they put in to 
win. That’s why we won.

Question: Name the 
key players who bring 
J.P. Stevens volleyball 
to a different level.

Coach Savulich: Lorraine Mackiewicz 
(sophomore), Ally xing (senior), and Alison 
Dougan (senior). Lorraine is ranked #5 in 
the state because of  her kills--right now, 
she has 137 kills and is known as the “kill 
Leader.” Alison Dougan is senior captain 
known as “The Libero” for her 109 digs 
and Ally xing, another senior captain, 
is setter and has a total of  253 assists. 
These players, with the rest of  the girls, 
give the competitive edge a team needs.

Question:  How has Coach Savulich 
been able to improve the volleyball team?

alison: Coach Sav has made the program 
what it is today. She dedicates so much 
of  her free time to us. From the day we 
try out to the end of  senior year, she 
always helps us improve our skills and 
athleticism. Coach Sav is very supportive 
and makes us better in every aspect.

Question: What makes a  team do well on th 
e court? What do they do when it gets rough?

alison: Besides being physically fit, a team 
needs to be willing to improve. Also, players 
must have confidence in themselves and 
their teammates. If  we’re down a few points 
or if  a teammate messes up, we need to 
support each other and have contagious, 

On the Court With tennis Coach Pisano
By AJIT BOPALkAR, junior

Question: Who are the captains of  the tennis 
team? And what positions do they play?

Ms. pisano: Jackie Wu and Laura Quan are 
the captains of  the girl’s tennis 
team. Jackie Wu plays first singles 
while Laura Quan plays at the 
second singles position. They 
are the top two players of  our 
team, and they are both seniors.

Question: What were the 
biggest surprises of  the 
girl’s tennis season so far?

Ms. pisano: We are currently 
halfway through the season, 
and we are the top of  the 
Red Division. It’s been a 
great surprise. It’s going 
to be tough though to get 
through the rest of  the season, 
especially because we’re 
playing some of  our toughest 
opponents in East Brunswick.

Question: Overall, what is the 
team record? And how are the 
qualifications for States going?

Ms. pisano: We are the #4 seed in the 
State Team Tournament. Jackie Wu 
captured the GMC singles title and 
qualified for the state singles tournament 
at first while Brenda Yu and Grace Ma 
qualified for the state doubles tournament.

Question: Since Jackie and Laura, 
the top two players on the team, are 

leaving next year, what do you expect 
the girls to do during the off-season? 
Do you expect success to continue?

Ms. pisano: During the off-season, a lot 
of  hard work is going to be necessary for 

future success. At the moment, Michelle 
Zhang looks to be the top seed next season, 
but tennis is very unpredictable. Other 
members that are competition are Janice 
Yang, Brenda Yu, Sophia Chen, Michelle 
Chen, Jennifer Chen, and Alice Tsung. All 
of  these girls have experience and they are 
expected to be our leaders next season.

Question: What was the most 

challenging part of  the season so far?

Ms. pisano: No doubt, the GMCs final was 
the most challenging part of  the season. It 
was an intense day, and the girls were under 
a huge amount of  pressure. Hopefully 

we will learn from this experience and 
prevent anything like this from happening 
again. Unfortunately, we ended up 
placing second at the county tournament.

Question: How does the J.P.  Stevens tennis 
team stack up compared to the county teams?

Ms. pisano: We are atop the Red 
Division at the moment and we 

bubbly attitudes to pick up morale.

Question: How well do the girls work 
with each other? Do you think that 
they’ve gotten closer during the season?

Coach Savulich: Absolutely! The girls 
always encourage their teammates and 
themselves. They come together easily and 
have gotten a lot closer during the season.

alison: As a team, we all support one 
another on and off  the court. We’re not 
just twelve girls who come together for 

practice. We actually enjoy playing together 
and spending time with each other.

Question: How has volleyball affected you? 

alison: Volleyball is an extremely important 
part of  my life. Not only have I made lots of  
friends, but I have also learned about physical 
and mental control. I love volleyball because 
it is an intense sport but it does not have the 
harsh contact of  lacrosse or soccer. It is also 
an amazing activity to relieve stress. No other 
sport allows you to spike the ball into another 
person’s face without getting in trouble! 

Varsity Tennis
Shreya Bajpay

Jennifer Chen

Michelle Chen

Grace Ma

Utkarsha Mavani

Laura Quan

Alice Tsung

Jacklin Wu

Janice Yang

Brenda Yu

Michelle Zhang

Sherry Zhou

Coach Pisano poses for a picture with the talented girls on the varsity 
tennis team as they celebrate their victories at the 2010 GMCs.

took second place at the counties.

Question: Who do you think has 
the best ground strokes on the team?

Ms. pisano: It’s a tough choice, but I 
would have to say Laura Quan has the 
best technical ground strokes on the team.

Question: Does the team have any specific 
rituals before a match? If  so, which ones?

Ms. pisano: Several of  the girls have their 
own superstitions but my personal one is to 
use the pen to score the match until we lose.
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