
SerenAIDe: Moved by Music
By ANGELA PAUL, sophomore

 Providing hoPe to those 
who have lost someone dear and 
giving them the strength to move 
forward, this year’s SerenAIDe, a 
memorial benefit concert, helped 
our community fight against 
Lou Gehrig’s disease (ALS). In 
their heartwarming dedications, 
performers provided former choir 
director, Ms. Wions, with comfort 
and honored her husband, whom 
she lost to this devastating disease. 
This night’s concert not only 
raised awareness for ALS, but also 
returned the love and support Ms. 
Wions gave to the choir program 
during her time at JP.
 From making posters to 
rehearsing songs to coordinating 
the event, choir members spent 
countless hours ensuring the 
success of this student-run concert. 
“There is a reason why so many 
choir members, alumni, and JP 
students are willing to expend time 
and effort to make SerenAIDe a 
success every year,” junior Kaamya 
Varagur reflects. “It’s a feeling of 
both love for the Wions family and 
dedication to the cause that you 

can only begin to understand if you 
attend the concert.”
 The night commenced with 
the national anthem, after which 
seniors Lorraine Mackiewicz 
and Jenna Kim sang an acoustic 
version of “Keep Your Head Up” 
by Andy Grammar. Astounding 
the audience with their powerful 
vocals, the duet set the theme 
of the program. They sang 
about staying strong despite the 
provoking memories of the past 
and gave reassurance of a brighter 
tomorrow to all those impacted by 
the feeling of loss.
 Ms. Wions’ enduring connection 
with both the alumni and current 
choir students was clearly 
evident in their tears, smiles, and 
reminiscing eyes. Alumna Erin 
Petenko relayed her thoughts 
by saying, “It’s weird to be back. 
It’s like you’re coming back to 
your family, people you know 
very well and who know you very 
well, after years together. Some 
have changed and some haven’t  
it is great to be able to see and 
be with them.” Alumni shared 
these feelings of family, hugging 
each other tightly as a sense of 
belonging reverberated through 
the auditorium of the school.
 The alumni’s voices rang in 
much the same way in their 
performance of “Every Night 
When the Sun Goes Down” by Z. 
Randall Stroope. Conducted by Ms. 
Wions herself, the group’s voices 
blended flawlessly. Alumna Anjana 
Sreedhar said, “After several 
rehearsals, to finally perform 
today, before Ms. Wions and the 
choir family, was a heartwarming 
experience. It was humbling to be 
singing for such a worthy cause.”
 Awe ran through the audience 
when Rutgers University’s The 
Orphan Sporks sang “Feeling 
Good” by Michael Bublé. Their

prom parties that were planned 
spontaneously will have become 
an experience relived only through 
fond memories and Facebook 
photo albums. But for now I sit 
here in my tuxedo, awaiting the 
first of my friends for an hour 
of pre-prom pictures  before a 
limo whisks us away to prom.
 Writing this article now has 
given me the opportunity to 
explore a different perspective, one 

The Senior Prom(ise) 

reflective of the process rather than 
just the event. And that process 
has taken me from the past couple 
of days to the past few weeks to 
the past few months and finally, 
to the past four years here at JP. 
 “I feel like it’s all hype,” Kaitlin 
Liu declared in gym. “In the 
movies, prom always seems perfect, 
but it’s really just a dance and

 By the time you read this article, 
the flushed faces, pampered hair, 
and classy dresses of prom will 
have disappeared, leaving behind 
a normalcy governed by t-shirts 
and shorts. An evening of photos 
that have smiles permanently 
etched onto faces, plans that 
were thought of last-minute and 
assembles last-second, and post See PROM, page 11

By SARVANI KURUGANTI, 
junior

On Your Mark, Get Set, BATTLE!

 on wednesday, May 22, the 
JP Stevens Lab Jazz Band and 
Jazz Ensemble gave a rousing 
performance at the 40th Annual 
Jazz Extravaganza held in the 
auditorium. The night was 
filled with beautiful renditions 
of classic jazz and pop tunes, 
including “Georgia on My Mind,” 
“What’s New?” and “Maria,” 
among others, performed by 
both current band students 
and JP band alumni who had 
returned to celebrate the occasion. 
 Lab Jazz Band, led by Assistant 
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 sCreaming fans, outrageous 
dance moves, and crazy 
competitions — sound exciting? 
On Tuesday, May 21, JP Stevens 
held its annual Battle of the 
Classes, an event fueled by school 
spirit that allows students and 
faculty members alike to have fun 
before another school year comes 
to a close. This tradition involves 
each grade competing head-to-
head in various challenges to see 
who garners the most victories, 
thus becoming the overall 

 world finals for Odyssey 
of the Mind did not begin with 
Wednesday’s Opening Ceremony 
at Michigan State University; five 
JP Stevens teams embarked on 
the journey several months ago at 
the first few meetings of the year, 
when teams began discussions 
on which problem to tackle and 
whom to include on this venture.
 Now, more than half a year 
later, after fierce competition — 
JP’s own preliminary runoffs, 
the Regional Competition, and 
State Finals — 35 OMers  reached 

Achieving and C(OM)peting

By FRANK JIANG, senior

Crowds cheered the competitors on as they represented their 
respective classes.

NARAYAN KOVIL

ASHLEY BOWEN

By STEVEN BENNETT, senior

See OM, page 12

By STEVEN XIE, junior

The Jazz Band played with 
technique and passion.

Jazz Band’s Extravagant Forte
See BOTC, page 13

See JAZZ, page 11

See SERENAIDE, page 11

winner. Senior Nirmal Patel 
exclaimed, “This is my favorite 
school event because I love seeing 
the different classes compete.”
 The most anticipated event of 
the battle was the dance. After 
countless hours of preparation, 
the performers looked forward 
to showing off their talent 
and dance moves. Junior class 
participant Kristen Shea admitted, 
“The practices were pretty 
gruesome, and there were some 
issues. However, the dance came 
together perfectly in the end.”

the ultimate level: World Finals. 
From May 22 to May 25, students 
from fourteen countries and 
forty-five states gathered in 
East Lansing, Michigan for four 
days of competition and fun.
 The JP teams arrived at 7 p.m. 
after a 13-hour bus ride. Michigan 
State University was already 
populated by thousands of other 
OMers aged 5 through 22, as 
Odyssey of the Mind operates 
through four different divisions: 
Division I for grades 1-5, II for 
grades 6-8, III for grades 9-12 

Band Director John Zazzali, 
opened up the event by playing 
“Duly Noted,” “What’s New” (with 
an alto saxophone solo played by 
sophomore Pratik Pradhan), and 
“The Jazz Police.” Playing along 
with them was Michael Bond, a 
professional performer who was 
a former student teacher for the 
JP band program. Following the 
Lab Jazz Band’s performance, 
Mr. Zazzali handed off the stage 
to the Jazz Ensemble under 
Director Andrew DeNicola, who 
performed “Almost Like Being 

ARNAV PATEL

While waiting for their dates, seniors pose for one of the countless photos of the evening.
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 we have all Been told sometime in 
our lives that a picture is worth a thousand 
words. However, we’ve seen time and 
time again that items in great abundance 
decrease in value. This is a phenomenon 
that has unfortunately, over the years, begun 
to impact personal photography. Although 
your grandmother, for example, may have 
cherished that one grayscale photograph of 
her infant self at the county fair, you would 
likely feel less emotionally attached to a 
photo you might have taken of your latest 
hairdo because you thought it was “cute” 
— which you then proceeded to post on 
Facebook, Instagram, or any of the other 
numerous social networking sites. Sadly, 
the majority of people today take so many 
random and inconsequential snapshots that 
they accumulate quickly and often become 
meaningless and forgotten. The value of 
photographs has essentially disappeared.
 This science of capturing light to preserve 
moments for eternity was developed 
because we wanted to commemorate the 
pinnacles of our lives, such as graduations, 
weddings, and anniversaries. One glance at 
a childhood picture could evoke nostalgic 
memories of family day trips to a sparkling 
lake, or your furry, four-legged best friend 

from years ago. Photography used to be a 
sanctified, dignified craft. Yet the modern 
values of the Information Age, mostly 
derived from social media, have encouraged 
people to take multiple pictures daily, simply 
for fleeting moments of pleasure. Rarely 
can care-worn, cherished photo albums be 
found these days, over which close family 
members can fondly discuss their past 
shared experiences. Instead, photographs 
have become meaningless objects that just 
take space on a hard drive or on a cloud; they 
are plenty and therefore dispensable.
 This mindset has even led to abuses of this 
miraculous technology, such as sexting — 
which manipulates the dynamic technology 
to ruin young lives and break vulnerable 
hearts. Now it is easier than ever to use 
photography to tear apart relationships 
rather than to strengthen them. Often, even 
pictures that are publicly available through 
the Internet are abused; they are exploited 
to cyber-stalk unwitting victims or claimed 
as fraudulent profile pictures for nefarious 
reasons. A collection of snapshots should 
celebrate a person’s life. They deserve to 
be shared with only friends and family, and 
do not belong in the virtual hands of total 
strangers.
 Unfortunately, pictures do wreak some 
havoc in the public sphere. Altogether, 

By HELENA WU, freshman

 By now, we’ve all taken some sort of action 
in response to  the long-awaited arrival of 
the cicadas. We have hardened our souls — 
or should I say soles — to trample countless 
creatures beneath our feet on the way to 
school, and maybe even harassed others by 
filling a plastic container to the brim with 
these repulsive insects. As we look around 
outside, we cannot begin to comprehend 
what we did to bring this plague upon 
ourselves. Cicadas. They are exactly what 
their name implies: sick. With over a billion 
individuals comprising a single brood, they 
will inevitably take over our humble town 
of Edison. Every street will soon be covered 
by old shells from the molting phase of their 
life cycle, and every tree branch will 
hold countless c i c a d a s 
o b n o x i o u s l y 
“singing” their chorus 
to find mates nearby.
But the real question 
is whether the  
word “sick”  
denotes “disgusting”or 
“awesome.”
 It would be safe to assume 
that most of the 
student body 
would be in 
the former 
g r o u p . . 
T h e y 

d i s t i n g u i s h 
t h e m s e l v e s 
from the rest 
by releasing 
w a r n i n g . . \ 
shrieks that.. 
signal close proximity to 
one of these creatures, and    by always 
traveling in groups of at least two when 
outside. This is to ensure that an arm is 
available to grab upon sighting any one of 
these creatures. After all, that’s the only 
possible course of action when such a 
monstrous insect stares blankly at you with 
its red, beady, rat’s eyes. However, this 
safety-in-numbers attitude is no match for 
the cicada, whose population outnumbers 
Edison’s human inhabitants ten thousand-

By MATTHEW TANG, sophomore
to-one. This is what causes the “radicals” to 
speak out. These people, only half-jokingly, 
plead with their parents to pack up and 
move to the other side of the country. They 
present their arguments to their guardians 
as if their fears were rational: “Well, you 
see, this brood was born 17 years ago, while 
I, on the other hand, am only 16. I believe 
that since they were here first, we should 
leave.” Or to more grade-conscious parents, 
“I think that the screams of the cicadas are 
affecting my concentration during tests, 
so we should move to a new school 
district, preferably far, far away 
from the East Coast.”
 B u t on the other side of    

the cicada 
opinion..

spectrum, .....there 
lies the Cicadian 
Enthusiast Party,  a 
group  of very f e w 
who bravely . . d e f e n d 
the cicada. They find pleasure in 
collecting and storing them for. who-knows-
what. These rare individuals gladly open 
their windows, allowing the cicada to...
waddle in and infest their homes. They even 
find pleasure in the fact that these broods of 
cicadas only appear every 17 years, and they 
feel the urge to make the most of the rare 
opportunity. Thus, this minority of cicada 

lovers frequently take selfies with them and 
make sure that their houses are the perfect 
temperature for the cicada’s metabolic 
processes. This curiosity about the cicada 
might just stem from their biological wonder, 
or perhaps some other reason — the truth is 
we will never know. 
 These insects have garnered so much 
attention for their one unique trait:  evolution 
has allowed for their life cycles to become 
synchronized and, because they have power 
in numbers, no predator has been or will be 
able to wipe them out. Slow and plump, they 
make perfect prey for birds, but their sheer 
quantity fills every single bird up, accounting 
for the phenomenon known as “predator 
satiation.” There are simply too many 
cicadas for the birds to eat, and therefore, 
Edison will be sure to witness the rise of 

the next generation of 
our winged pest 

f r i e n d s 
in the not-

s o - f a r - a w a y 
future. It seems like 
we’ll never be able to get 

rid of them.
 Cicadas...are more than 
just disgusting; they’re 

also a disgustingly sappy 
metaphor for life.   

 T h e s e 
c r i t t e r s 

l i e 
dormant for.....17 years, 

preparing and waiting for their entrance 
into the world, and when they finally 
emerge,  they immensely impact our lives, 
for no matter how brief of a time. And in 
the same way, we prepare for arduous years 
throughout our schooling days for the real 
world. When we.finally graduate, we need 
to follow the cicadas in their path, and “be 
the change we wish to see in the world.” 
See? Sappy. So even though I’m not exactly 
a big fan of them, the next time I’m ready to 
crush a cicada, I’ll pause and put myself in 
the cicada’s shoes. When I’m ready to make 
a difference in the world, I hope nobody tries 
to step on me. 

albums convey implicit messages about 
the type of person you are and about the 
values and experiences that you treasure 
the most — not excluding aspects of your life 
better left private. Job interviewers, college 
admissions officers, and other figures of 
authority can easily access these candid 
collections, including pictures that may 
show you engaging in obscene behavior. Will 
they be impressed by what they see — or 
will they reconsider their impressions of the 
person behind those carelessly posted words 
and images online?
 What has happened to the old-fashioned 
development of camera films and the 
in-person communication of valued 
photographs with friends? They have 
sadly been replaced by the accelerated 
downloading and shockingly rapid 
spreading of digital snapshots that, due to 
their ubiquity, downplay the value of their 
subjects: an individual’s precious memories. 
If we want to truly cherish and eternalize 
the actual momentous events of our lives, 
it is imperative that we are prudent about 
when and why we take pictures, as well as 
whom we share them with. If you choose 
to make every single one of your moments  
permanent — not just the important ones 
— then they are all worth the same: little to 
nothing whatsoever.

Attack of  the Cicadas

Why Uploads Bring Us Down
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 reCently, i reCeived my probationary 
driver’s license. I must say, it was as if I 
had finally achieved the teenage “American 
Dream.” Now in my hands was the freedom 
to drive to the mall without waiting for my 
mother to finish the dishes. But, as I was 
celebrating, something continued to trouble 
me — during my road test, I had not only 
overstepped the speed limit in a school zone, 
but I  had also managed to end up in the wrong 
lane after performing a k-turn. At this point, 
my driving skills may have been deemed 
questionable at best. I can attest to the fact 
that I’m not Driver of the Year, and I know 
those kinds of violations would generally 
merit a failed road test. Nevertheless, with 
nothing more than a hasty “Be safe!” from 
my test proctor, I received my license and 
was on my merry way. 
 As a disclaimer, I am not complaining 
about passing, nor do I wish to retake the 
exam. My driver’s license picture may 
resemble a criminal’s mugshot, but I am 
ecstatic just to have obtained it. However, 
it is worth noting that a new driver must be 
told what standards are expected of him or 
her. It is quite possible that the driving 
instructor was being more lenient 
with me, as it was my birthday. But 
should he have been? I couldn’t 
help but ask myself, what kinds 
of teenage drivers are driving 
schools passing. and are there 
too many unprepared drivers 
on our roads today?
 The Insurance Institute 
for Highway Safety 
reports that in 16 states, 
one can bypass the age 

limit for a learner’s permit, the number of 
hours needed to get behind the wheel, and 
even night-driving limitations, simply 
by taking a driver’s education course. 
Some states do not even require a 
course like the one mandated in 
New Jersey; instead, they offer 
an unregulated online version. 
According to Troy Costales, vice 
chairman of the Governor’s 
Highway Safety Association, 
“[Driver’s education] programs 
aren’t doing as well as they 
could be because they are so 
focused on getting teens 
to pass the driving test, 
not on giving teens 
the skills they 
need to keep 
them safe.” 
Before my 
test, my 

driving 
teacher took me 

on....the test route   
at least.17 times,.to 

the point where I had 
each turn memorized. 

This “teaching to the test” 

CAUTION: Bad Drivers Ahead
method may work in a 
classroom setting, 

b u t 
when it comes 

to driving, only 
true mastery can 

guarantee safety and 
security. 

 Even the written test is 
considered by many to be very easy 

to pass. Anyone can obtain a driver’s 
manual from the local Department of Motor 
Vehicles, memorize some information, 
and regurgitate it when necessary. If we 
have learned anything from memorizing 
equations for math class or the progression 
of various world events in history, it is that 
recalling is not the same as understanding. 
 Truly learning how to drive requires more 
than knowledge of facts and the test route. 
Above all else, driving requires confidence, 

which comes solely from practice. Some 
argue that the only way to receive this 
practice is to get on the road more. A kid 

needs to learn eventually. What better way 
to do that than to just drive?   
 Take a look at Oregon, for example. That 

state has witnessed a noticeably substantial 
decrease in the frequency of teenage car 

accidents, which is believed to be the 
result of their strict driver’s education 
program. This might be because the 
state mandates that teenage drivers 

receive 50 hours of practice behind the 
wheel with a licensed adult before even 

attempting to obtain a driver’s license. This 
far surpasses the requirements enforced 
by other states, and is a step forward in the 
endeavor to improve the safety of drivers on 
Oregon’s roads. Numerous other states do 
not possess the means necessary to adopt and 
enforce such a stringent driving program, 
and with almost 3,000 teenage deaths per 
year caused by accidents, one cannot help 
but wonder how many of the licenses that 
have been issued are currently in the right, 
responsible hands. 
 These days, it is extremely difficult to get 
around without a car. However, that does 
not justify entrusting the responsibility of 
a driver’s license to the inexperienced and 
the unprepared. We need to implement 
programs to truly prepare new drivers for 
the open road. The freedom of driving comes 
at a cost: the responsibility and burden of 
keeping both yourself and others safe. Both 
prospective and experienced drivers must 
keep in mind that their actions may have 
more substantial consequences than they 
intend. Is it truly worth fulfilling every 
teenage driver’s “American Dream,” even 
though it may jeopardize innocent people?

By POONAM GUPTA, columnist
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those in need, which is exactly what Christie 
did by requesting federal disaster aid. He 
even criticized the Republican Speaker of 
the House John Boehner for delaying the 
House from voting on federal aid for New 
Jersey after the storm.
 I probably would not vote for Christie 
if I were of voting age. However, I can say 
that after carefully analyzing him and 
his ideology, I do agree with pieces of it 
(although, inevitably, there are simply too 
many issues on which I disagree with him). 
Nonetheless, Governor Christie has made 
a number of improvements for our state 
and should not be disregarded by those 
who would normally support a Democratic 
candidate just because he is a branded 
Republican. Christie does not fit into the 
mold of the prototypical Republican; in fact, 
he disagrees with his party on several issues. 
and has been seen working with Democrats 
multiple times. By writing him off as no 

better than the stereotypical Republican 
candidate portrayed by the media, we do a 
disservice to the democratic process.
 No matter who wins this election — 
whether it be Christie or Buono — let 
all voters agree to be smart and become 
informed about the candidates and their 
views before passing judgement. Let us not 
blindly follow whatever political party with 
which we have identified ourselves in the 
past. Governor Christie hasn’t conformed 
to the Republican mold, and we shouldn’t 
be afraid to transcend the boundaries of our 
own parties either.

 when eleCtions loom around the 
corner, people tend to stick to the party 
that lines up closest with their own political 
ideologies; self-proclaimed liberals or 
die-hard conservatives choose either the 
Democratic or the Republican candidate, 
respectively. However, all individuals — 
voters and candidates alike — are unique 
in their own beliefs and viewpoints, the 
sum of which cannot be represented by a 
single label. What voters should do instead 
is examine each candidate running for 
office closely and carefully. They should 
consider the candidate’s platform, actions, 
and positions to see if they truly agree with 
or appreciate those factors before simply 
rejecting the candidate due to his or her 
party affiliation.
 With that in mind, one should examine 
Governor Chris Christie, the incumbent of 
the 2013 New Jersey Gubernatorial Election, 
with a fresh perspective. Upon observing 
what he has done as Governor for the state, 
voters might notice several appreciable 
aspects of his term. As governor, Christie was 
able to maintain a balanced state budget (a 
budget in which revenue and spending were 
equal) for three years without raising taxes. 
This is admirable considering that the federal 
government hasn’t been able to manage 
a balanced budget since 2001. Governor 
Christie was also able to limit property taxes 
at two percent and pass a bipartisan law in 
July 2012 that would put drug addicts who 

have committed nonviolent crimes in a drug 
court program to help them recover through 
treatment. Additionally, since February 
2010, a month after Governor Christie took 
office, over 100,000 new jobs have been 

created in New Jersey in the private sector. 
All of these measures taken by the governor 
have and will continue to, without a doubt, 
help the people of this state.
 Governor Christie is also unique in his 
political views, which he expressed while 
campaigning back in 2009 for that year’s 
Gubernatorial Election. Despite the fact that 
he is personally pro-life, Governor Christie 
does not plan on completely banning 
abortion in New Jersey. Governor Christie 

The Governor
also said he wishes to strictly enforce the 
current gun laws in New Jersey, not loosen 
them.
 The governor also responded well to the 
devastation of Hurricane Sandy by working 

closely with President Barack Obama. 
Not sticking to the uniformity of his party, 
Governor Christie publicly praised the 
president for his assistance. Christie also 
stood by this commendation when the press 
wondered if such remarks would undermine 
the governor’s previous endorsement for 
Mitt Romney just months earlier. It is 
exemplary for any politician to relinquish 
partisanship and work with someone from 
another political party to provide support for 

By RITA WANG,  political columnist

 “i really just want to see the two of 
them stand next to each other,” sophomore 
Carolyn Cai said, referring to the 
juxtaposition of physiques of the two major 
New Jersey gubernatorial candidates this 
year. It is true that Chris Christie has a large 
frame and is very tall while Barbara Buono 
has a small stature and is quite petite. The 
more important difference, however, is the 
one between their political beliefs: Christie 
is a moderate-to-conservative Republican 
while Buono is a progressive Democrat.  
While many Americans may already be tired 
of politics after the 2012 election, for the 
citizens of New Jersey, the voting is not over 
yet. This year, they will decide whether or 
not to reelect Chris Christie as governor or 
choose Barbara Buono as the new leader of 
the State of New Jersey. When one compares 
these two candidates side-by-side, one thing 
is clear: Buono is clearly the right person to 
elect.
 Buono is no stranger to the denizens of 
Middlesex County. She has represented 
our Edison legislative district for over 
twenty years as both a senator and as 
an assemblywoman in the New Jersey 
Legislature. In addition to her public 
service, Senator Buono has been involved 
in numerous activities that benefit average 
citizens, especially students. Most notably, 
Senator Buono runs the Young Woman’s 
Leadership Program, designed to encourage 
young women in New Jersey to become 
involved in politics and public service. A 
common guest speaker at public schools, 
Buono loves talking to middle school and 
high school students about current political 
issues at the state level. Just this past 
December, Ms. Buono visited our own JP 
to speak to students participating in the JP 
Stevens Model United Nations conference.
 Considering everything Buono has done 
for Middlesex County and New Jersey, it is 
fair to say she is a prime candidate for the 
governorship. Not only is she more than 
qualified due to her past political experience, 
but she is also the very embodiment of the 

to experience financial difficulties that 
oftentimes hurt both teachers and students. 
And in one of his most controversial budget 
changes, Christie raised property taxes in 
New Jersey by eliminating the state’s rebate 
program. Buono could use any of these 
mistakes as political ammunition against her 
opponent. She should also appeal to New 
Jersey’s pro-choice constituents; Barbara 
Buono is recommended by EMILY’S List, 
an organization committed to electing 
pro-choice women into office, while Chris 
Christie has closed down many women’s 
health facilities during his term.
 At this time, there is only one female 
Democratic Governor in the entire United 
States: Maggie Hassan of New Hampshire. 
POLITICO commented that Buono’s victory 
in 2013 may make her a contender for Hillary 

Clinton’s presidential successor in 2020 or 
2024, provided Clinton runs for president 
and is elected in 2016. But before they 
even begin to set their sights on the distant 
future, voters must focus on the present and 
recognize an indisputable need for more 
female governors in the United States, as 
only five out of the fifty states are currently 
governed by women.
 While Barbara Buono does not have nearly 
enough name recognition at the moment, 
she is a state senator from a crucial swing 
county with credentials that tremendously 
appeal to New Jersey’s liberal base. These 
factors may be decisive during the upcoming 
election, but for now, only time will tell. Yet 
despite the uncertainties surrounding the 
outcome, one thing is crystal clear: all eyes 
will be on New Jersey’s gubernatorial race.

By AMEER MALIK,  political columnist

American Dream. Because her immigrant 
father passed away when she was a teenager, 
Buono had to pay for college herself. She 
believes that she can fight for the middle 
and lower classes since she herself was 
once a food stamp recipient and therefore 
understands the struggle of poverty. 
Despite her impoverished upbringing and 
underprivileged early adulthood, Barbara 
Buono has had a successful political career, 
culminating in her becoming New Jersey’s 
first female Senate Majority Leader.  Her 
reputation in New Jersey is well earned; 
many news outlets describe her as a smart, 
driven legislator and a strong supporter of 
LGBT, women’s, and other groups’ rights.
 However, Buono is presently the underdog 
in terms of polls, campaign finances, and 
name recognition. Many Democrats decided 
not to challenge Christie this year because 
of his approval ratings, which, at the time 
of writing, is 63%.  The path to election 
may seem daunting, but the Buono camp 
has a very positive outlook for November. 
“The numbers are going to go down,” Craig 
Miller, the head of Buono’s field team, 
stated. “In fact, we’re going to beat Christie 
this year; I can feel it. The numbers are 
already going down.” And it is true; poll 
numbers have gone down from a forty-
five point difference between Christie and 
Buono in early January to a thirty-two point 
difference in May.
 Chris Christie’s national popularity aside, 
Buono does have an edge. First of all, New 
Jersey is an overwhelmingly Democratic 
state. We tend to vote for Democrats 
during elections, and a lot of New Jersey 
is very progressive and very liberal. Also, 
Buono is highly confident that by tackling  
“pocketbook issues,” she will emerge 
victorious, especially considering her 
experience as chair of the Assembly Budget 
Committee. Her campaign committee cites 
the fact that despite Christie’s efforts, New 
Jersey has been last in terms of job growth 
when compared to other states since Obama 
took office earlier this year. Chris Christie 
has also cut funding to public education 
across the state, causing many schools 

Ap/Nj.COM
Adapted from images of State Senator Barbara Buono (left) and Governor 
Chris Christie (right).

Bueno Buono

 They are your students, classmates, and friends. But even after four years, 
how much do you really know about the Class of 2013? Hawkeye asked seniors 
to anonymously chronicle their fears and secrets on index cards. Here are the 
results.

 Note: Secrets may have been edited for the sake of printing quality. To 
comment on and view more secrets, visit jpshawkeye.com.
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We Asked Seniors...
It’s all a sleep deprived, caffeine fueled blur. 
— Samina Fazli
Painting a giant ostrich and naming him 
Obediah. — Megan Beispiel 
Tailing the knee at the end of the Edison 
football game senior year. — Tim Daly
Scavenger egg hunt with the spring track 
team junior year. — Stephanie Merlis
Hitting three home runs in one baseball 
game. — Chris Lee
Performing on stage. No doubt. — Jesse 
Herman
Placing 3rd in Districts and qualifying for 
Regionals in wrestling. — Ashish Bibireddy
Spending much of my free time along with 
other friends in the band room. — David Choi
Working in the main office for all my 4 years 
at JP. — Lilly Chawla
Listening to Mr. Boufford sing “Happy 
Birthday” to me. — Rangasri Ramji
Football games on Friday nights. — Jared 
Mincey
Eating lunch in the art room. — Siddhi Desai
Getting my license. — Jay B. Victorino
Any time that I was able to spend bonding 
with people and becoming extremely close. 
— Olivia Yoo 
Going to the prom fashion show. — Siddharth 
Thiruvalluvan
Lacrosse, because of all the new friends I 
made. — Taylor Monticello
Winning the Model UN Trifecta of Best 
Large Delegation. — Somak Ghosh
Spending months with my OM team just to 
perform an 8-minute skit at World Finals in 
Michigan. — Jessie Wu
Remember that one day we did that thing? 
That was fun. — Caitlin Delvalle
Seeing the happiness on the faces of the 
new Science Olympiad Captains. — Kiran 
Wattamwar
Winning tennis GMCs senior year. — Jason 
Kwan
The JP Stevens Model UN family members 
— they’re lovely. — Parth Shingala
Hosting Mr. JPS with my best friend Jen 
Roman and having fun making a fool out of 
myself. — Danielle Raabe
Winning second place at Cross Country 
GMCs, JP’s best finish since the early 1980’s.  
— Parag Bapna
The AP Chem breakfast after the AP Exam. 
— Nilay Desai
Winning our State Division for softball my 
freshman year. — Danielle DeBenedetto
SerenAIDe benefit concert. — Cyril Choi

When the JPS Inventeam won the $10,000 
grant from MIT. — Akhila Gourishetty
Freshman orientation. — Shahrukh Syed
Winning my first school election. — Zane 
Byrd
Being varsity cheerleading captain. — Andrea 
DiSanto
Joining the theatre company. — Jessica Eletto
When the WarHawks were stranded at Penn 
Station. — Jaimie Swartz 
Playing as the captain of the soccer team in 
state playoffs and regional competitions. — 
Ben Jang
Competing in Mr. JPS in junior and senior 
year, and winning it senior year! — Trevor 
Yelencsics
Seeing the children in our child growth class 
graduate. — Binita Patel
When Mr. Boufford became the new voice of 
the GOP. — Jullian Bao and Frank Jiang
The Boys vs. Girls debate we once had in 
Mrs. Jones’ world history class. — Zala Jalili
Rapping my first Student Council speech 
freshman year. — Joshua Anes
Coming together during the week of Sandy. 
— Rajvi Shah
The day when a freshman apologized to me 
even though it was my fault. — Neehad Fattah
Performing with the JPS Theatre Co. — 
Nicolette Walters
Finally winning a basketball game against 
Edison High. — William Tong
Wrestling underneath the spotlight. — Rajan 
Parikh
Playing the sax and singing for the first time 
on stage at Mr. JPS. — Chris Chan
Being a part of the volleyball team. 
— Lorraine Mackiewicz
The friends you make and the time spent 
with those people. — Juskaran A.
Meeting new people. — Alexa Coto
Spending time in B.R.I.D.G.E.S. — Vittoria 
Racioppi
School dances and meeting my girlfriend. — 
Deryk Cabrera
Playing football and lacrosse for the greatest 
coaches and great teams. — Ronald Koval
Singing in the talent shows. — Francesca 
Milazzo
When I first transferred. — Shaina Reyes
My senior year. — Leah Kravets
SHS Dinner for Jorge. — Harshat Kumar
Flour babies — Pooja Hiremath
Junior year band trip at Universal Studios, 
Orlando. — Jae Yeon (Jenna) Kim
Wind Ensemble — Jamie Fan 

What is your most cherished memory at JPS?

Do not vandalize the bathrooms. — Neehad 
Fattah
Don’t let the stress and competition turn 
you bitter. — Anamika Singh
It’s okay to screw up. They make good 
stories. — Pooja Hiremath
Start working before it’s too late. — David Choi
If you don’t know how to do something, at 
least try. — Ashley Haydu
Make friends, not enemies. — Olivia Yoo
Try all kinds of extracurricular activities — 
Rob McNamara
Find your club or activity and really stick 
with it. — Mike Spadoro
Cherish your time. — Peter Jagiello
Don’t be late to school; don’t be late for 
anything. — Harim Cho
Always do your homework for every single 
subject, don’t underestimate any subject. — 
Khushal Khumar
Try new things as soon as possible and don’t 
be afraid to be who you really are. Get out of 
your comfort zone. — Roshan Kumaran
Choose your classes carefully. — Patrick Wong
Don’t get involved in drama. — Priyanka Singh
Make sure your friends have the same 
priorities as you. — Dimitri Shivdat
A little effort can take you a long way. — 
Alex Zhang
Take all your SATs junior year. Do not push 
them off until senior year! — Leah Kravets
Go to all school sporting events. — Saad Ali
Don’t get too caught up in your social life. — 
Devanshi Gandhi
Don’t lose yourself, enjoy high school to the 
fullest. — Aishwarya Shah
Relax. — Luis Fabionar
Work hard. — Catherine Wu
Observe every religious holiday. — Tej Sura
Make sure you don’t spend freshman year 
thinking that you will start next year.  — 
Astha Saini
Save your absences for the end of the year 
when the weather is nice. — Stephanie Merlis
Don’t listen to other people’s opinions when 
choosing a university. Go where you will be 
happiest. — Jenna Alston
It’s better to go on in life with some sort of 
plan rather than fishing around blindly in 
the dark for direction. — Christina Rogado
Don’t get over-involved and lose sight of 
your passions. — Vishal Bailoor
Focus on yourself and your achievements. 
— Alexa Schweer
Don’t sleep in Unger’s math class... or 
Vitvitsky’s... ever. — Erica Law

Follow your passion and don’t worry about 
completing requirements. — Rajvi Shah
Challenge yourself, even if your teachers 
don’t. — Baaria Chaudhary
Invest in clones. — Tracy Chen
Go to as many school events as possible.
— Elisabeth Eng
Take school seriously. — Tim Daly
You only live once, so make it count.
— Henry Wu 

What advice do you have for underclassmen?

What is one thing 
students should do before 

they graduate?
Sit outside to eat lunch. — Jenna Alston
Play protobowl with friends during study 
hall. — Jaimie Swartz
Fill out senior census papers. — Jullian Bao
Complete an act of kindness for a random 
stranger. — Zala Jalili
Be who you really are. — Roshan Kumaran
Attend a music festival. — Anindya Mehta
Try the free water supplied at lunch. 
Actually tastes pretty good. — John Maxham
Tell an awkward joke to all of your teachers. 
— Jae Yeon (Jenna) Kim
Break a minor rule. — Katrina Enriquez
Know what it feels like to fail a test. — Royce 
Lee
Get closer with a teacher. — Reema Thakkar
Eat waffles. — Zane Byrd
Put on a cape and Spandex, and fight crime. 
— Michael Penzel
Chill with Ms. Pawlikowski. — Amul Parikh
Be a part of something you want to dedicate 
yourself to. — Kiran Wattamwar
Get a full night’s sleep. — Kathleen McGuire
Climb the flagpole. — Morgan Kravarik
Have breakfast with friends. — Rashaad Reid
Tape a teacher to the wall. — Maulik Patel
Go to Mr. JPS. — Sanaa Madhukar
Climb to the roof of JP with your friends.
— Catherine Wu
Register to vote. — Mike Spadoro
Try to fit into a locker. — Sharon Lin
Buy pizza after school. — Caitlin Jones 
Attend Battle of the Classes. — Karun Singh
Watch Mr. Allen reenact the Lincoln 
assassination. — Megan Beispiel 
Figure out who are friends to stay.
— Shahrukh Syed
Cherish every moment. — Brian Abarquez
Try to get a chance to know everyone.
— Anna Wang
Make sure everyone remembers you.
— James Boyle
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...someone finally took a red sharpie to 
correct the mistakes on the timeline in the 
math hallway. — Anshu Patel
...you wrote your college essay about 
growing up in a multicultural environment. 
— Jesse Herman
...you lost count of the number of days left 
until college because you just can’t do the 
math anymore. — Vishal Bailoor
...teachers did more work during PE Day 
than you’ve done in your last four years of 
gym. — Gopi Patel
...you saw Mr. Smith happily parading down 
the halls. — William Ervin 
...people hung out at the library during 
lunch instead of eating. — Soumya S. Iyer
...seniors actually had to keep a count of 
how many days they skipped. — Milan Mistry
...you saw grammatically incorrect graffiti 
and felt the urge to fix it. — Megan Beispiel
...Mr. Harris called you down for detention, 
but it was for another Kishan Patel.
— Kishan Patel
...it rained and there was a lake in the senior 
lot. — Zaire French
...more people were missing from classes on 
AP testing days than on Senior Cut Day. 
— Jenna Alston
...you had to attend school during senior cut 
day because you needed to turn in a project. 
— Christina Rogado
...there was high-level security in the senior 
lot. — Smit Acharya
...a bird used a classroom ceiling for its nest. 
—Binita Patel
...“sleep little, dream big” became your 
motto. — Jullian Bao
...someone wore a lungi to school for Pajama 
Day. — Roshan Kumaran
...you still had a box of unsold Gertrude 
Hawk chocolate from last year. — Tej Sura
...the two minute bell rang and everyone 
became a track star. — Najah Gooding
...after every lunch you ended up with a bag 
of carrots that you didn’t want. — Samantha 
Schneider
winning video game tournaments helped 
you achieve a higher social status.
— Justin Horgan
...the administrators were very entertaining 
on JP Day. — Anuja Gedala
...TH-...PEP-...RAL-Y...-OUNDED...-IKE...
THIS...AND THIS...WO!... — Brandon Borja
...the parking lot flooded and you had to 
move your car. — Renee Mathys
...your girlfriend filled out your survey for 
you. — Matthew Lee
...you were so sleep deprived, you could 
barely form a coherent asdfghjkl;. 
— Samuel Stern

...the hallways had ten different scents. 
— Kavisha Patel
...in a class of 20 seniors, one and a half did 
the math homework. — Jessie Wu
...there was a “WALT” in gym. — Anqi Liu
...the library had a more impressive 
computer lab than the computer lab. 
— Haibo Chang
...it took 20 minutes to get into the senior 
lot. — Justin Ciezza
...you had a fundraiser to duct tape teachers 
to the wall. — Suhasini Neelam Satish
...most of your T-shirts are JP Stevens 
apparel. — Jennifer Roman
...Indians you’ve met on vacation ask you, 
without fail, if you’ve been to Oak Tree 
Road. — Steven Bennett

You Know You Went to JPS when...

In a bathtub. — Avinash Saraf 
Hopefully not in my mother’s basement. 
— Alexa Schweer
Working as a physician in Cali. — Alex Chang
Beginning my career in politics, working as 
a political scientist, or teaching as professor 
in International Politics. — Joshua Anes
“Sitting courtside, Knicks and Nets give me 
high fives.” — Wali Sabuhi
I don’t want to think about it. — Samina Fazli
Exploiting my ability to see into the future, 
which this question seems to assume I 
possess. — David Zhou
38. — Douglas Park
In my time machine, traveling back to slap 
my freshman-self from making stupid 
mistakes, and, of course, saving the world. 
— Rangasri Ramji
At the beach, running my own surf shop. 
— Jillian Pastor
Painting the White House cheetah. 
— Danielle Raabe
Hopefully, a rich doctor with a family and 
many friends. Probably, a doctor with a cat 
and no friends. — Daisy Zhang
Fabulous. — Francesca Milazzo
Looking out the windows of my Manhattan 
corner office, so high up I can see JP 
Stevens. — Vishal Bailoor
On Wall Street, caking ... or owning Trump 
towers. — Ajith Sankar
Sleeping in. — Cyril Choi
Owning my own bakery business and on a 
cupcake show on Food Network. — Lorraine 
Mackiewicz
A successful novelist, human rights activist, 
and journalist - who owns a lighthouse. 
The lighthouse is non-negotiable. — Baaria 
Chaudhary
Working with Doctors Without Borders.
— Maxine LeSaux

I don’t know, which is kind of comforting. 
— Samuel Stern
Anchoring on Good Morning America. 
— Candace Power
Dragging my family to Karaoke nights 
and chaining them down to watch Korean 
dramas. — Jae Yeon (Jenna) Kim
A psychologist — Manika Panwar
In Aruba with some stray lizards as pets. 
— Vittoria Racioppi
I am not even sure what happened 
yesterday. To know what’s going to happen 
in 20 years is beyond me. — Zala Jalili
Surgeon General of America. — Ashish 
Bibireddy
Eating something good at a restaurant. 
— Harshat Kumar
Working at the Banana stand. — Megan 
Beispiel
Baseball scout for the New York Yankees. 
— Chris Lee
On stage as a Radio City Rockette. — Sara 
Martino
Supreme Evil Overlord. — Sharon Lin
Watching my kid play tennis in the U.S. 
Open. — Jason Kwan
Successful and giving back to my school and 
hometown. — Jerome Griffin II
Retiring from service in the military. 
— Zaire French
A successful fashion photographer in NYC. 
— Nikita Gurna 
Famous. — William Ervin
In space. — Jeffrey Lu
Sipping a pina colada on a beach in Cancun. 
— David Choi
Running for president. — Mike Spadoro
Finishing up my bucket list. — Sahana Arya
Eating ice cream. — Nishtha Sharma
A forensic scientist. — Sydney Kubicka
Somewhat older. — Avik Ganguly

Goldman Sachs. — Rohit Harvu
Hopefully owning my own accounting firm. 
— Rajvinder Kaur
Being the happiest I’ve ever been. — Ashley 
Haydu
On my own moon colony. — Mike Santasieri
Teaching English. — Rebecca Coleman
An animator for Pixar. — Autumn Cooke
Building Ironman with Kevin Pu. — Jessie Wu
Building Ironman with Jessie Wu. — Kevin Pu
A cardiologist living in a house with a white 
picket fence. — Shahrukh Syed
Modeling. — Corina Williams
A lawyer with a fruitful career. 
— Ruth Zimmerman
A hedge fund manager or a management 
consultant. — Nikhil Kanitkar
CEO of a Fortune 500 company. 
— Nilay Desai
Working in MTV or BBC as a publicist. 
— Gopi Patel
Either in the NFL or in the music business. 
— Tayven Milliance
Managing projects for an IT company. 
— William Tong
Treating children with cancer. — Rajvi Shah
Running my own Physical Therapy Clinic. 
— Rajan Parikh
Genetic engineering research in other 
countries. — Soumya S. Iyer
Happy, in love, and important. — Smit 
Acharya
A housewife. — Chityee Ng
Ballin’. — Rahi Patel
Only time will tell. — Zane Byrd
Telling my kids the story of how I met their 
mother. — Nikhil Chitre
In the White House working as Jullian 
Bao’s Chief of Staff. — Steven Bennett
Somewhere over the rainbow. — Pooja Patel
Far, far away... — Vini Dhanky 

What is your biggest regret at JPS?

Never fulfilling the expectations that High 
School Musical set. — Parth Shingala
Buying two slices of pizza, a yogurt parfait, 
chocolate milk, a snapple, a bag of chips, and 
five cookies for lunch and not being able to 
move for the rest of the day. — Chris Chan
Not just getting senioritis, but also junioritis, 
sophomoritis, and freshmanitis. — Samina 
Fazli
Not choosing electives that I would enjoy, 
not just the ones my parents wanted me to 
take. — Sanaa Madhukar
Trying to perfect everything. — Sophia Chen
Not going to more dances. — Poorva Sampat
Wishing time moved quicker. — Peter Jagiello
Trying to do too much as an underclassmen 
— Sulagna Chauhan

Making naptime a daily activity. — Kiran 
Wattamwar
Forgetting that each grade counts. — Paige 
Gelberg
Not doing homework until junior year. 
 — Chris Lee
Not learning to balance my social life with 
my academics. — Nishant Jain
Not putting myself out there. — Amy Eng
Not taking ceramics class. — Medha Rao
Not taking advantage of all the activities JP 
has to offer. — Lorraine Mackiewicz
Not taking more risks. — Henry Wu
Comparing myself to others. — Alexa Schweer
Not staying on the cheer and step team. 
— Najah Gooding 
I live with no regrets. — James O’Malley

Where will you be twenty years from now?
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Mountains Beyond Mountains
 as i sit here with my notebook and pen, 
trying to write this letter, I can’t imagine that 
it’s the end already. After four long years of 
walking in the bustling hallways and eating 
in the cafeteria of John P. Stevens with my 
friends and classmates, these daily rituals 
will cease.
 Many of you will agree with me when I say 
that so much has happened these past years 
that our memories of freshman, sophomore, 

and junior years are all jumbled. It takes 
some thought to recollect everything, and 
even then, it all seems distant. However, 
while the memories are dim, the feelings will 
always remain strong.
 We’ll never forget the camaraderie among 
teammates from hours spent training, 
playing together at matches, and chilling 
at Eats. We’ll never forget the times spent 
with bros watching movies, relaxing, and 
laughing at the shenanigans. We’ll never 
forget prom or the weekend after, hanging 

out at Wildwood, Seaside, Point Pleasant, 
New York City, and other places. But it’s time 
to move on.
 Next year we’ll be taking our first step 
into the world whether it be college or 
work, pursuing our dreams and ambitions. 
Once again we will be those shy,  awkward 
freshmen on the first day of class or work. 
Although we must climb mountains in order 
to get to where we want, we will succeed. 
Just wake up every morning and stretch, 
smile, and say “It’s going to be a good day!” 

 Life never becomes easier. It’s how 
you make the most of the situation that 
determines your happiness and success. 
You may think that you have already gone 
through the darkest of times, but outside, 
there are much harsher realities that we 
have to face. 
 Class of 2013, it may be the end of our high 
school chapter, but it is merely the start of 
something great. Walk out of these doors 
for the last time in a couple of days and look 
forward to the future! 

By ALEXANDER CHANG, Co-EIC ‘13

 one of my close friends once asked me 
how I wrote, and I told her that I didn’t 
think I was a good writer compared to the 
literary greats. I’ve read novels, essays, even 
paragraphs that display such a spectacular 
command of English, and I neither speak in 
sonnets nor craft prolific amounts of verse.
 But I told her that I thought I was a good 
editor. To me, this is knowing what words 
are ripe so that they can be plucked off a tree. 
This isn’t a talent; it’s a skill picked up from 
picking up Sunday morning newspapers, 
skipping the crossword puzzles and instead 
puzzling sentence patterns together.

By JULLIAN BAO, Co-EIC ‘13  My favorite journalist of all time is Gene 
Weingarten, a two-time Pulitzer prize 
winning columnist for the Washington 
Post. In 2008, he brought this question 
to our attention: if world-class violinist 
Joshua Bell performs in the middle of a 
Washington Metro station, but barely any of 
the commuters stop and listen to him, is he 
really any good?
 If a writer writes her best work, but no 
one reads it, does she really make a sound? 
The answer, in any senior farewell address, 
is in its sincerity and intention. Emotion is 
the greatest arsenal for any personal essay, 
and these past few weeks, it’s left me feeling 
more human than I thought I could ever feel.
 If you want a good story, read one. But if 
you have a great story, write and share it. The 
greatest essay I’ll write in my high school 
career is not this piece or any of my other 
Hawkeye essays, but the stories I’ll write in 
yearbook signings, in which each story will 
be both a “thank you” and “goodbye.”
 I think I now know the answer to Zala 
Jalili’s question on how the writing process 
works. Gene Weingarten penned them in 
the preface of his anthology, Fiddler in the 

Subway, but now I can breathe these words 
and take them with me — and I hope you can, 
too. What Weingarten said about writing 
was that “it’s a torment you can’t escape. It 
will reach even in the comfort of a drunken 
sleep, and it will shake you awake, and send 
you, heart pumping, to an empty piece of 
paper.”
 We are all revisionists, but as the central 
characters in our own lives, we should 
be unafraid, appreciative, ambitious. I’ve 
been privileged to have found support and 
guidance at JP for all four years — 
Mrs. Lin, this one is for you. The 
greatest piece of advice I have is to 
search for something that won’t 
make you search for anything else 

tomorrow. And to quote Cornell Professor 
David Weinbaum, “If you can’t succeed with 
talent, triumph with effort.”
 My name is Jullian Bao, and I am a 
member of the John P. Stevens graduating 
class of 2013 — a writer, thinker, conservative 
political enthusiast, future amateur hockey 
player on the sidelines of my life and 
constitutional law professor at the center. So 
tell me —  and more importantly, show us —  
what defines you?

Writing: The World Bank of  Ideas
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Pennsylvania State University
Nicole Antkiewicz

Jinxin Cao
Morgan Kravarik

Nandita Munindra 
Gopi Patel

Daisy Zhang
School of Architecture 5-year Program

Samuel Oztan
College of Engineering

Sohom Bhattacharya 
Mehrin Selimgir

University of Pennsylvania
College of Arts and Sciences

Connie Yu
School of Engineering and Applied 

Sciences
Parag Bapna

University of Philadelphia
5-year Architecture Program

Michael Penzel

University of Pittsburgh
Ashish Bibireddy

Jennifer Yang
Ashley Yeo

Pratt University 
Eun Choi

Princeton University
Kishan Bhatt
Catherine Wu

Purdue University
College of Engineering

Nilay Desai
Sneh Patel

Ramapo College of New Jersey 
Danielle DeBenedetto

Taylor Monticollo
Nursing Program
Brittany Bologna

Alison Gacsi 

Richard Stockton College of New 
Jersey

Trevor Yelencsics

Rider University
College of Geological, Environmental, 

and Marine Sciences
Miranda Rosen

University of Rochester
Joshua Anes

Rowan University
Herivin Simmasalam

Damien Walec

Rutgers University - New Brunswick
School of Arts and Sciences

Juskaran Ahuja
Ibrahim Aisherief 

Archiet Bagde
Bhavna Bhatia
Neil Bhavsar

Parth Bhavsar
Deryk Cabrera
Danielle Chan
Christie Chang

Sulagna Chauhan
Lilly Chawla
Anna Chen
Gloria Chen
Harim Cho
Cyril Choi

Abhishek Chouthai
Marcel Czajkowski

Rahul Dhruve
Andrea DiSanto

Saivarun Dronawalli
Evan Dunatov

Amy Eng
Khadija Faheem

Jamie Fan
Devanshi Gandhi
Dimple Gandhi

Yash Gupta
Hasan Hamirani
Pooja Hiremath
Justin Horgan

Stephen Huang
Zoe Jawara

David Kanevsky
Pooja Khanna

Jong Kim...and the future ...

University of Alabama at 
Birmingham

8-year Early Medical School Acceptance 
Program

Alexander Chang

Albany University
College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences

Vrinda Nadkarni

Amherst College
Henry Wu 

Art Institute of California
Frank Chen

University of the Arts
Mitchell Fridman

Babson College
Drishti Chhabria

Lorraine Mackiewicz

Bentley University
Arjun Arora 

Berklee College of Music
Drum Set Principle

Victoria Seagriff

Bernard Baruch College
Rajvinder Kaur

Boston College
Carroll School of Management

Nikhil Kanitkar

Boston University 
College of Arts and Sciences 

Aishwarya Shah
College of Engineering

Wali Sabuhi

Brandeis University
Anqi Liu 

Brookdale Community College
Jerome Griffin II

University at Buffalo
School of Management

5-year program
Derek Kaplan

School of Pharmacy
Sangeeta Kurre

University of California - Berkeley 
College of Engineering

Aakash Agarwal

University of California, Irvine
Nicholas Lin

Carnegie Mellon University
School of Computer Science

William Tong
Dietrich College of Humanities and 

Social Sciences
Ben Jang

Samir Malhotra
Tepper School of Business

Tiffany Fu

Case Western University
Hamsitha Jupalli

Central Piedmont Community 
College

Wojciech Bankowski

University of Chicago
Jullian Bao

Shyam Chandula
Sanaa Madhukar

Columbia University 
Hardik Shah

Cooper Union
School of Art

Anamika Singh
The Albert Nerken School of 

Engineering
Jessie Wu

Cornell University 
School of Engineering

Sahana Arya
Neehad Fattah
Jerome Francis

Kevin Pu

Culinary Institute of America
Amy Lin

Katherine Norat

Delaware State University
Jared Mincey

University of Delaware
Jenna Alston

Erica Law
Samantha Schneider

DeSales University
Sophia Chen

Chris Lee

Drew University
Danielle Dorvil

Drexel University
David Choi

Akhila Gourishetty
College of Engineering

Soumya S. Iyer
Anindya Mehta

Raj Patel
Lebow College of Business

Anuja Gedala
Tashkent Ghosh

6-year Physical Therapy Program
Michelle Chen

Duke University
David Zhou

Emory University 
Ruchi Rohra

College of Arts and Sciences
Abhishek Patel

Essex County College
Dimitri Shivdat

Farleigh Dickinson University
Disha Desai

Fashion Institute of Technology 
Jennifer Lee

Jennifer Roman

Felician College
Danwitt Jean-Baptiste

University of Findlay 
Lauren Martin

Florida International University
Natalie Swatowski 

Fordham University
Samina Fazli

Full Sail University
Autumn Cooke

George Washington University
Columbian College of Arts and Sciences

Leah Kravets
Elliot School of International Affairs

Maxine LeSaux

Greystone Military Academy 
Preparatory School 

Salonika Kakoulakis 

Hampton University
School of Business
Rukiyyan Williams

Harvard College
Avinash Saraf 

King’s College
Dario Brzozowski

Hood College
Manika Panwar

University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign

College of Engineering
Derek Dai

Somak Ghosh
Astha Saxena
Alex Zhang

Illinois Institute of Technology
Johan Molina

Iona College
Alexa Coto

James Madison University
Rachel Redding

Johnson and Wales University
Christian Kelly

Amanda Newman

Juilliard School of Music
Anneliese Klenetsky

Kean University 
Tatiana Cerquera
Sumedha Dubey

Aileen Hernandez
Christopher Higgins

Sarah Hobler
Manprit Kaur

Laina Magnani
Andrea Mechetti
Rohan Panchal

Jenika Patel
Deneil Solomon

Khizer Syed
Justin Taylor
Michela Toto

Syed Shahzad Zaidi
School of Criminal Justice

Kartik Nath
School for Elementary Education

Samantha White
Robert Busch School of Design

Karun Singh

King’s College
Tim Daly

Francesca Milazzo
James O’Malley

Rocco Pavese

Lafayette College
Liz Scoda

Liberty University 
Camille Vargas

Manhattanville College
Gabrielle St. Hiilaire

University of Maryland
School of Public Health

Rajan Parikh

University of Maryland - College 
Park

Neha Bhende
Nicholas Pajanba

Andy Yee

Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology

Kiran Wattamwar 

Medical University of Gdansk
Shimol Shah

University of Miami
Peter Byun

University of Michigan - Ann Arbor
College of Engineering

Shikhar Shah

Middlesex County College
Vincent Aurelio

Lina Awad
Christian Bautista

Here’s to the memories...
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Tyler Kim
Dushan Kolesar 
Vaishnavi Kota
Amoli Kulkarni
Sahil Kumbhani 

Jason Kwan
Jasme Lee
Kevin Li

Lin-Bong Li
Gagandaer Longia

Arjun Malik
Fatima Malik

Wilfredo L. Manglapus Jr.
Reneé Mathys

Shachee Mehta
Neha Menon
Akriti Nagpal

Adrianna Pagnotta
Miloni Parekh
Douglas Park
Jillian Pastor

Ami Patel
Binita Patel

Chandni Patel
Divya Patel
Jaina Patel

Kishan Patel
Meghil Patel
Mukti Patel 
Neil Patel

Parth Patel
Prachi Patel
Shail Patel

Shruti Patel
Vidhi Patel
Cathy Pei

Nidhi Pendem
Nikhil Potpally
Danielle Raabe

Iqra Rasool
Abeer Sabzwari
Deepti Sailam

Astha Saini
Ajith Sankar
Monica Shah

Rajvi Shah
Tenzin Shakya
Parth Shingala
Gurleen Singh
Shahrukh Syed
Aakash Trivedi

Michael Tse
Mark Arvie Vedana

Anna Wang
Quincy Wang
Justin Wood
Haolun Xu
Kevin Yen
Olivia Yoo

School of Business
Naveed Amin

Mahesan Archary
Rachel Cheng

Jasmine Cheung
Aelana Freeman

Harsh Gandhi
Harpreet Harrideo

Zahra Khetani
Sanjana Krishnakumar

Jenny Law
Richard Lu

Karishma Motwani
Stacy Mui

Neha Nehete
Indhu Velishala

Ankit Patel
Megha Patel

Nirmal Patel
Amol Parikh

Rangasri Ramji
Barkha Shah

Riya Shah
Reeham Tahsin

Sahithi Talagadadeevi
Rudy Yang

School of Environmental and Biological 
Sciences

Akshi Dhawan
Ashley Goncalves

Keyang Huang
Polina Iaroshenko

Riddhima Issar
Caitlin Jones

Danielle Kozlosky
Victoria Netrebov

Vindhya Pandyaram
Priyanka Patel
Anita Rahman

Maithreyi Thukaram
Divya Yetukuri 
Johnny Young
Jonathan Yu

School of Engineering
Bayo Akinola
Annie Antony

Hajun Cho
Sachin Duggal
Luis Fabionar

Alykhan Gangji
Varun Gangwani

Rashi Jha
Viral Jogani

Harshat Kumar
Roshan Kumaran

Douglas Lee
Royce Lee

Aadesh Patel
Ankit Patel

Harshali Patil
Niral Patel
Pooja Patel

Nishtha Sharma
Aaron Sureshkumar

Jaimie Swartz
Ryan Szeto

Niraj Thakkar
Ernest Mario School of Pharmacy

Steven Chen
Tracy Chen
Vini Dhanky
Amy Huang
Sharon Lin
Medha Rao 

Kimberly Wu
Wenyi Zhu 

College of Nursing
Nikhila Manchikanti

Christina Rogado
Subbashini Neelam Satish

Mason Gross School of the Arts
Sara Martino

Rutgers University - Newark
College of Arts and Sciences

Yash Amin
Rabia Ashraf

Jasmin Chacko
Victor Chen
Michael Ilut

Zala Jalili
Vishal Limbachia

Dhruv Mansukhani
Akash Modh
Ketal Patel

Manali Vaghani
School of Business

Sahej Chowdhary
Will Lee

Janam Patel
Krupa Popat
Arnav Shah

Selin Tekkoc
Patrick Wong

School of Criminal Justice
Kalen Louie-Hollis

Engineering Program
Rahul Sheth

College of Nursing
Katrina Enriquez

San Jose State University
Sashank Ramaswamy

St. John’s University
Steve Kim

Perla Leonardo
4-year Physician’s Assistant Program

Tania Kochhar
Doctor of Pharmacy Degree Program

Jeanne Sung

St. Joseph’s University
Psychology Pre-dental 

Alex Wallerstein

St. Louis University
8-year Medical Program

Tej Sura

University of Santo Tomas
Hans Villar

Salem State University
Joey Mack

Salisbury University
Ian McNee

University of the Sciences in 
Philadelphia 

6-year Pharmaceutical Program
Divya Lal

Jenny Mathew
Aishani Patel

Disha Soni
Anu Verma

Doctor of Physical Therapy Program
Jin Kim

Kavisha Patel

Seton Hall University 
Joey Addeo

Yasmin Brissac
Misha Patel
Sidney Patel

Manan Saxena 
Criminal Justice Program

John Csizmar
College of Nursing

Rima Patel
5-year Masters Program

Ronald Koval

Smith College
Ruth Zimmerman

University of South Florida
Milan Mistry

Stevens Institute of Technology
Kathleen McGuire

Nishanth Meni
5-year Bachelor’s/Master’s Program

Sanjana Shah

Stockton College
Michael Listash

Swarthmore College
Chris Chan

Universal Technical Institute
Toyota Program

Ryan Lowles

Temple University
Evan Kashan

John Maxham

University of Texas
Anish Kadakuntla

Towson University
Tiara Wilson

Union County College
Physical Therapy Assistant Program

Dena Heshmati

Ursinus College
Anthony Chang

Nick Pinho

Valley Forge Christian College
Candace Power

Valley Forge Military College
David Ivashenko

Vanderbilt University
Katherine Huang

Christina Song
College of Arts and Sciences

Matthew Lee
Haibo Chang

Villanova University 
School of Business 

Smit Acharya 
Andrew Liou 

Wake Forest University
Jennifer Sun

Wesleyan University
Samuel Stern

West Virginia University
Sanket Kulkarni

Widener University
James Boyle

Physical Therapy Program
Seema Harisinghani

William Patterson University
Alyssa Doctor

Military
Zaire French

Mike Santasieri

 At a 
 glance
 snippets of JP life and beyond

2,000: number 
of copies of The Hawkeye 
published for the June 2013 
issue.

2,519: tickets 
sold by the JP Theatre 
Company for the spring 
musical, “In the Heights”

381: cicadas that 
have emerged from the 
ground and found homes 
on the school walls and 
sidewalk

Prom,  contd.

Jazz, contd.

 Knowledge. teaChers. It is hard 
to discern between the two at times, 
for one cannot truly hope to be defined 
without the other. “I think; therefore, 
I am,” Descarte said. The ones who 
truly make us think deserve thanks. 
 Mr. Vincent Ciraulo summarizes, “The 
play and the roles of the actors are always 
the same from year to year, but the actors 
themselves change each year,” as he recounts  
his unique experiences while teaching at JP. 
Before his arrival at JP, Mr. Ciraulo spent 
eight years teaching at other schools and 

 Art is the result of our passion to recreate 
what is present before us, and even more so, 
to spur imagination onto the empty white 2’ 
X 3’ canvas. Yet it is not only a passion, but 
also a valuable academic discipline capable 
of opening students minds in unique and 
often unexpected ways.  Mr. Gary Schein, 
our beloved art teacher who is retiring at 
the end of this school year, has fostered his 
students’ artistic and technical growth for 
twenty-nine years. He reflects, “I couldn’t 
have imagined a better place to work for 
all these years. I was a working artist or 
craftsman before I started teaching, and I 
was truly blessed to be able to share my skills 
and my knowledge of pottery and metal 
working with my students over the years. 

 “Woroniecki Warriors!” is one of Mrs. 
Woroniecki’s favorite phrases. Colleen 
Woroniecki, who loves quirky mneunomic 
devices to accompany her lucid explanations 
and guidance, has truly created a covalent 
network bond with her students at JP 
Stevens High School for the past eighteen 
years. For the sixteen years before she 
started working in Edison, Mrs. Woroniecki 
has taught science in various private schools 
in New Jersey, New York, and Georgia. She 
graduated from Moore Catholic High School 
in Staten Island, New York, and has a BA in 
Science from St. John’s University in New 
York and a MS degree from Ramapo College 
in New Jersey. She says of her experience at 
JP Stevens, “What I will miss the most are 
all the people here: my teacher friends, my 

commuting between New Jersey and New 
York. Beginning his career as a substitute 
math teacher, Mr. Ciraulo eventually became 
the mathematics supervisor for the past 20 
years and the basketball team coach of JP. 
Although he considers JP a second family, he 
believes that it is time for him to say farewell  
and leave JP with no regrets. His favorite 
memories include watching JP become 
highly diverse and increase its academic 
scores with each passing year, as well as 
spending time with the basketball team, 
the faculty, and all students. Mr. Ciraulo 
plans to continue pursuing his interest in 
golf and to watch all of his grandchildren 
grow up and walk the same halls he did.  

I am fortunate to have worked with some 
really wonderful colleagues over the years 
and will truly miss them.” Mr. Schein has 
undoubtedly warmed the hearts of countless 
young artists throughout the course of his 
brilliant career. He continues to encourage 
interest in the arts, “A little advice for young 
teachers and students alike: enjoy what you 
have now and don’t wish for time to pass 
quicker to get to somewhere else. It goes by 
way too quickly! Blink your eyes and thirty 
years have passed! I will always have a warm 
spot in my heart for JP.” As an esteemed 
educator, Mr. Schein is putting his finishing 
touches on a career defined by the joy he and 
his students have shared as he takes off his 
beret and says goodbye to us all. 

students, and the current administration.” 
Mrs. Woroniecki laughs, “However, I would 
probably miss getting up at 5:15 am every 
day the least.” Her favorite memory in her 
past thirty-four years of teaching would be 
hearing students quote her famous sayings. 
They include “Watch out for Brother O’ 
Finch — he’ll bite you on the ankle,” “That’s 
why they pay me the big bucks!” “We’re 
not Chem Wimpies, are we? We’re Chem 
Warriors!” and “I’m lonely over here at 
the help desk!” To add onto the list of her 
favorite sayings, Mrs. Woroniecki imparts 
this piece of advice to all students: “Keep 
calm and ‘chem’ on!” 
 As the year closes, we bid farewell to the 
teachers who have dedicated decades of 
time and effort to educating JP.

Departure of  Our Dear Staff
By PAULINA LEE and NISHI SHAH, 

sophomores, and ARIHANT SETH, junior

SerenAIDe,  contd.
performance featured beatboxing, soulful 
crescendos, and scat singing. Sophomore 
Elizabeth Gifford commented, “The Orphan 
Sporks were absolutely amazing to watch. 
Their performance was pitch perfect, and 
they actually left me with chills.”
 Concluding this uplifting night were 
thank-you speeches from JP Stevens Choir 
Co-Presidents senior Kishan Bhatt and 
junior Grace Zhao. They expressed their 
gratitude for Ms. Wions and reaffirmed that 
the spirit of Mr. Wions still lives within the 
choir family. “Mr. Wions would never have 
left us because of the love and support we 
see each year on this very night that keeps 
him alive in our hearts,” said Kishan Bhatt. 
Touched and honored by their speeches, 
Ms. Wions reflected upon the night and on 
accepting Mr. Wions’ recent death, saying 
“Joe’s legacy is this benefit concert for 
ALS, and his memory will continue to be a 
blessing.”
 The JP Stevens Choir thanks all of those 
who supported the cause this year and 
welcomes more to join their family and 
share in this beautiful experience in the 
years to come.

everyone will go, but everyone’s also 
just going to stick with their friends.” 
Steven Bennett agreed, saying it is 
“better to go in with no expectations.”
But even so, others found deeper meaning 
to the event. Revathi Mekala told me about 
how she’d put on a mud mask the day before. 
“Just putting that on made me remember all 
the fun I had before the eighth grade dance. 
I mean, you can hang out with your friends 
all the time, but the moments before a really 
big event are even more special. Doing each 
other’s hair to taking selfies — those are the 
moments that really make prom ‘prom.’”
So in the midst of all these opinions, 
what’s the truth? Is prom really just 
an overrated social gathering, or is it 
something better? I asked more people 
for their thoughts, and received a number 
of different answers. Prom, it seemed, 
couldn’t be pinned down to any one thing.
 When I looked back at what everyone 
had said, I found a common theme — 
one of friendship. This might be a night 
when the whole senior class comes 
together, as Kaitlin said, but it’s also 
one we celebrate with our friends. And 

what makes prom better than the selfies 
and photos that Revathi and others will 
take? Or the laughter and excitement 
we’ll share with those we are closest to? 
 College might separate us, and prom 
might mark the conclusion of some of the 
friendships we have built through the 
years. But prom, by no means, is the end of 
high school itself — instead, it gives us an 
opportunity to look back and reflect, at the 
people, the experiences, and the memories 
that have characterized these last four years 
at JP. And so prom becomes more than 
just an evening promenade, but a promise 
from us to each other. In five, ten, or even 
fifty years, prom won’t be remembered by 
what dress someone wore or what songs 
the DJ blasted, but for the friends we 
celebrated with, the memories we created.
 The doorbell rings, and my friend 
Alex Chang walks in through the 
front door. “You ready?” he asks, 
motioning for me to go outside. I stand 
up and straighten my tux. “You bet.”

Note: everyone interviewed in 
this article is in the Class of 2013.

Mrs. Woroniecki

Mr. Schein

Mr. Ciraulo

By JAHNAVI VYAS, freshman

“The event was jazz music 
displayed in its truest form 
and a showcase of  talent 
throughout the last 40 years 
of  one man’s teaching career.”
— Mr. Zazzali, Assistant Director

in Love,” “Portrait of a Count” (with 
a trumpet solo played by senior Rudy 
Yang), and “Marguerite.” In the classic 
ballad “Maria,” the Jazz Ensemble invited 
guest trumpeters Joe Mosello and Eddie 
Hirschman onstage with Hirschman on 
the lead trumpet part. Both Mosello and 
Hirschman are professional trumpet 
players; Mosello has toured with the 
legendary Maynard Ferguson, while 
Hirschman is a JP alumnus who has gone 
on to perform with Bruce Springsteen and 
now leads his own group, Atlas Brass.   
 Afterwards, the augmented Jazz 
Ensemble played another ballad, “Georgia 
on My Mind,” providing powerful 
background music for a spectacular vocal 
performance by senior bass player Jenna 
Kim. After hearing the bands, sophomore 
Karina Souksay commented, “I’ve never 
heard a trumpet player hit notes that 
high! You could definitely feel the emotion 
coming from all the players onstage.”
 However, the real show had yet to begin. 
After both ballads, Director DeNicola 
invited all the alumni of the JP Stevens band 
program who were in attendance to take the 
stage and perform with the Jazz Ensemble. 
The massive assembly of musicians 
included JP Stevens graduates from only a 
few years ago, alumni from decades back, 
professionals, and community musicians, all 
of whom had been touched in some way by 
the band program and wanted to give back 
through their music. Together, the alumni 
band performed “MacArthur Park,” “Frank 
Granata’s Blues,” “Stoney End,” and “Hey 
Jude” to close out the night in a spectacular 
show of faculty and musicianship while 
sharing their passion, their skills and their 
emotion with a very receptive audience. 
Onstage, the atmosphere was ecstatic: 
junior Iris Wong said, “Performing at the 
Extravaganza was amazing! It was a great 
opportunity to finally reunite with the 
alumni, many of whom were old students 
we played with as underclassmen.”  
 Every Jazz Extravaganza is an 
opportunity for the musicians of JP Stevens, 
young and old, mentors and students, to 
come together and relish in music. Over the 

years, the band tradition has grown richer 
with each graduating class and has become 
a special occasion for many JP community 
members. But the event is perhaps most 
cherished by Director DeNicola, who had 
an opportunity to reunite with alumni he 
has taught. College graduates and seasoned 
professional musicians suddenly became 
high school students once again as they 
reminisced with their beloved mentor. 
This year’s Extravaganza was a special 
milestone as well: it marked the 40th year 
of the tradition and 2 generations’ worth of 
alumni returning to show their appreciation 
for Director DeNicola. Assistant Director 
Zazzali stated, “The event was jazz music 
displayed in its truest form and a showcase 
of talent throughout the last 40 years 
of one man’s teaching career.” The Jazz 
Extravaganza was truly awe-inspiring.
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109: average beats 
per minute of songs played 
in Physical Education class 

4,802: total 
student lates for the 2012-
2013 school year as of May 
30

27: gears inside The 
WarHawks’ three-foot 
tall robot, called “Captain 
Hook”

820: pounds held 
by JP Stevens Tumble-
wood Team A’s 15-gram 
balsawood structure at 
Odyssey of the Mind

Key Club
Carnival
 the   sound  of  laughter and the 
pleasant aroma of cookies welcomed visitors 
to the Key Club Carnival at JP on May 11. 
Early Saturday morning, Key Clubbers 
dedicated their time setting up different 
stations and activities for the participants. 
With the music roaring in the background 
and the games ready to be played, the event 
promised to be entertaining, and the Key 
Club members were certain that all the 
children taking part would leave with bright 
smiles on their faces.
 For a small admittance fee of $7, children 
were able to partake in various activities that 
included arts and crafts, games, and races 
while enjoying cookies, chips, and juice. 
The Key Club donated all the proceeds to 
Children’s Specialized Hospital in an effort 
to help the hospital provide better care for 
children with various diseases. “Volunteering 
at the Carnival was a wonderful experience 
because I was able to both have fun and 
feel satisfied about my service,” expressed 
sophomore Gunica Bhatia.
 Sophomore Lexi Karpf, Second Vice 
President of Key Club, greeted the young 
participants in clown attire and entertained 
them with balloons of different sizes, shapes, 
and colors. “People think clowns get their 
smile from the one painted on their face, but 
it really comes from the happiness of seeing 
others having fun,” she described. “I was 
grinning from ear to ear during the Carnival 
because of the enjoyment I received from 
making the balloon animals and, more 
importantly, from seeing all of the kids have 
fun.”
 Running around with face paintings and 
bags of cookies, children visited art stations 
and games set up at different locations 
throughout the hallways of JP to earn tickets 
they could trade in for prizes. When not 
playing ping pong or limbo, many of the 
children continuously returned to challenge 
the older volunteers in the potato sack and 
three-legged races in hopes of winning extra 
tickets.
 To add to the lively atmosphere, several 
artistic students offered to paint faces at the 
tattoo and art station. The children beamed 
with excitement as they admired the 
beautiful pictures, whether it be a butterfly 
on their hand or a flower on their cheek. 
Sophomore Shriya Desai, a volunteer at the 
scratch art booth, exclaimed,“Seeing the 
kids turn their arms around and crane their 
necks to see the tattooed or painted designs 
was rewarding because I was glad that the 
children admired the art.”
 Out of all of these great stations, the 
one activity that seemed to attract the 
most attention was the bubble soap art. 
Everyone was thrilled to find that blowing 
into a colorful film of soap or a cluster of 
bubbles onto a piece of paper could create 
beautiful and abstract designs. For many, 
this and other engaging activities, like the 
pyramid knockdown game, which involved 
hitting target cans with bean bags, were the 
highlights of the carnival.
 The event was a huge accomplishment; 
everyone had a great time, and the Key 
Club raised well over four hundred dollars 
for the Children’s Specialized Hospital. 
Junior Santosh Coorg summarized, “As 
the first event of our new executive board, 
the Carnival was a success that not only 
showcased the collaborative efforts of 
members and advisors, but also raised 
money and provided fun for the community.”

OM, contd.

Sophomores Alice Wang and Maya Robles perform their skit as teammates 
work on testing the strength of their structure’.

KRISTEN TSE

 may 16, 2013 will live fondly in the 
memories of the members of the JP 
Stevens Science and Technology club as 
the date of the 2013 New Jersey Chemistry 
Olympics. Members of the club which is 
more commonly known as SciTech began to 
prepare for the competition soon after the 
Physics Olympics had ended in January.
 24 students, selected through an 
application-based process, met up in groups 
to perfect the projects for their respective 
events. After months of trial and error, 
victory and defeat, practice and labor, 
SciTech proudly represented JP Stevens 
at the 28th Chemistry Olympics at NJIT. 
The JP Alpha and Beta teams competed 
in six events that included performing 
acid-base titrations, building a molecular 
model with styrofoam balls, responding to 
research questions, and — arguably the most 
innovative activity — constructing a vehicle 
that would travel a specific distance and stop 
due to a chemical reaction.
 One of the Beta teams, consisting of 
sophomores Nina D’Amiano and Kavya 
Udupa and junior Ravi Agrawal, won third 
place with the Briggs-Rauscher Reaction 
for the Demonstration Show event. 
Requiring various solutions to be mixed, this 
complicated reaction is known for its volatile 
nature — an element that was unnerving 
for the team. The three members spent 
hours afterschool alongside the supportive 
advisors of SciTech creating and testing the 
solutions that were required, hoping each 
time that the concentrations were perfect 

The Name’s Bond. Chemical Bond.
for the reaction to occur. At first, during the 
presentation at the competition, it seemed 
as if the reaction failed to execute; however, 
luck was on the team’s side, and the reaction 
began to work as the color of the solution 
changed from dark blue to yellow and then 
back to dark blue. This amazing performance 
impressed the judges, who later spent one-
on-one time with the team to discuss the 
complex step reactions that took place. “The 
hours of failure were worth it because when 
our names were called up for third place, the 
crazy emotions became a distant memory, 
and we felt euphoric for accomplishing such 
a difficult feat,” comments sophomore Kavya 
Udupa.
 Meanwhile, sophomores Chris Kim and 
Amber Lin along with junior Sudeepti 
Vedula participated in the Environmental 
Research event, which this year focused 
on activated charcoal. The trio had to 
submit a report to NJIT discussing almost 
everything on the topic of activated charcoal, 
which included the chemistry behind its 
commercial uses. In addition to the research 
portion, a lab was conducted to test factors 
affecting the adsorptive capabilities of 
activated charcoal. Sophomore Chris Kim 
recounts, “While doing multiple trials at 
different temperatures seemed tedious, 
there was something about creating and 
performing your own labs. Call it a science 
high. I enjoyed the hands-on experience.” 
Chris, who often worked for long stretches 
of time in preparation during the weekends, 
facetiously adds, “I could probably make 
a living if I charged Ms. Lumsden for the 
hours I spent on my event, excluding taxes.” 
The team’s dedication was rewarded; the 

three students went on to contribute to the 
success of the JP teams, winning third place 
in their event at the competition.
 Despite moments of anxiety and 
tension throughout the day, the students 
nevertheless managed to find a reprieve 
from the day’s intense competition. Taking 
full advantage of the weather, the entire 
JP Stevens team played outside on NJIT’s 
campus. Even during the recreational 
experience, the competitive spirit was 
always present; the JP team played a soccer 
match with a competitor James Caldwell 
High School  — and won, of course.
 Sophomore Siddharth Hariharan 
summarized his thoughts, “The  preparation 
prior to the competition was stressful and 
at times overwhelming, but the experience 
at the competition was unforgettable. The 
bonds that we have formed as a club are 
truly unique; I always find myself back in the 
chemistry rooms in the B wing wanting to 

talk to the students of SciTech.”
 Hopefully, experiences such as this 
one will continue to bring prosperity to 
the  newly formed SciTech club. Here’s to 
another successful year of dedication and 
hard work.

By CHRIS KIM, sophomore, and 
ANUSHREE SREEDHAR, junior

and IV for college students.
 Finals commenced with an elaborate 
opening ceremony in Michigan State 
University’s gigantic indoor stadium, which 
comfortably seated all those in attendance. 
Judges from each event, or “Problem,” spoke 
to the excited crowd, animations of each 
problem played, and audience members 
shouted their lungs out through a lengthy 
laser light show. The games had begun with 
a bang.
 Odyssey of the Mind competitions are 
divided into long-term and spontaneous 
problems, worth 250 and 100 points, 
respectively. This year, JP Stevens sent five 
teams split across three long-term problems. 
Problem One, “Pet Project,” saw teams 
constructing different vehicles in order to 
fit through small spaces and knock down 
cans. Problem Three, “ARTchitecture: the 

Musical,” had teams create a skit in which 
three pieces of artwork disappeared and 
were then found to complete an architectural 
structure and Problem Four, “Tumblewood,” 
was a balsawood structure problem in which 
teams had to first roll their structure down 
a ramp and place it on a platform without 
physically touching it, after which it had to 
be tested to see how much weight it could 
support.
 Odyssey of the Mind World Finals did not 
just conclude on the stage (or lecture hall, or 
gymnasium, or classroom). Over the course 
of the event, many competitors became close 
friends; this reporter met students from no 
fewer than 8 countries and 30 states. Often, 
people traded keepsakes in the form of 
shirts or commemorative pins. Pins, at first 
mention, may seem strange, but they’re often 
simple, portable mementos that can remind 

us of the people we meet and the friendships 
we make. To sophomore and four-time 
Worlds finalist, Alice Wang, pins are “an 
OM tradition and a way to get to know new 
people from different places and make new 
friends.” Alice explains, “I also remember 
how I  received each pin or set, so they bring 
back a lot of memories.” Students typically 
carry pins on small OM towels, although 
some collections are extensive enough to 
require binders. Parents, chaperones, and 
even officials trade pins freely, coveting this 
year’s more prized sets. Along with pins, 
state and national shirts are traded and 
signed; New Jersey’s shirt this year was in 
the spirit of Hurricane Sandy and featured 
a construction theme. Many people traded 
shirts; other even requested signatures 
to acquire names and messages signed in 
various languages.
 The closing ceremony began three days 
after the competition did, on Saturday, May 
25. Teams returned once again to MSU’s 
indoor stadium, this time to hear the results 
of the Problems. Team A-1 received an 
honorable mention and 5th place, teams 
D-3 and C-3 tied for 22nd, team A-4 earned 
10th place, and team C-4 earned 14th 
place. After announcing the victors, the 
2013 Odyssey of the Mind season ended in 
another spectacular display of international 
camaraderie, with the crowd cheering on 
the fan-favorite, highly successful Polish 
teams. With World Finals over, teams filed 
out of the stadium for the after-parties. 
Senior Haolun Xu, who has attended world 
finals twice, could only laugh when asked 
his favorite part of the trip — from arrival in 
East Lansing to competing to meeting other 
OMers to the eventual conclusion and the 
JP teams’ departure, Odyssey of the Mind 
World Finals was jam-packed with fun and 
bonding throughout.

By GURLEEN KAUR, junior
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Cloudy with a Chance of  Color

 flashes of intense Color — bright 
pink, orange, and green — stained the ground 
and streaked the course of the Color Me 
Rad 5-kilometer 
run at the PNC 
Bank Arts Center 
on May 19. The 
annual color run 
aimed to support 
the Jersey Strong 
Foundation, a 
public charity 
with a mission to 
rebuild, restore, 
and maintain the 
Jersey Shore, 
especially after 
the devastating 
Hurricane Sandy.  
 More than 
9000 people 
participated in 
the polychromatic 
experience that left 
their once white 
t-shirts looking like tie-dyed art. In the Color 
Me Rad run, participants trekked through a 
track winding through pavements, parking 
lots, and woods, while volunteers lined the 
course at color bomb stations to shower the 
runners with colored, non-toxic corn starch. 
While some runners concentrated on strictly 
completing the course, others mapped out 
strategies to get the most diverse coating of 
colors on their t-shirts. 
 Numerous students from JP Stevens also 
participated in this run to have a “rad” time. 
After intense weeks of AP testing, many saw 
the run as a perfect opportunity to have fun. 
Junior Sruthi Nanduri recounts, “Color Me 

Rad was a great event where JP students 
came together and ended together, just like 
a family.” In addition to running the course, 
many JP students volunteered to make the 
event a success. By selling color bombs, 

b o m b a r d i n g 
runners with 
colored dye, 
and spraying 
them with 
colored water, 
the volunteers 
not only 
helped the 
charity’s cause 
but also had an 
enjoyable time. 
V o l u n t e e r s 
chipped in 
to clean and 
r e o r g a n i z e 
the area after 
the end of the 
race as well. 

This unique 
experience was, 
in the opinion 

of many participants, one of the best 
volunteering experiences they have ever 
had. Junior Sudeepti Vedula noted, “Unlike 
my previous experiences of volunteering, I 
had a lot of fun at the color run because it 
was extremely satisfying to spray friends and 
strangers alike with color.”
 The day ended with a celebration to 
commemorate the success. Air cannons 
shot T-shirts, caps, sweatshirts, and color 
bombs into the crowd, and fire extinguishers 
sprayed clouds of colored fog, enveloping 
the crowd in a mist of color, all while music 
pulsed through the arena. Even the constant 
stream of rain did not prevent the racers 

from having an unforgettable time, for the 
event ultimately culminated in a colorful 
experience filled with vibrant affirmations 
of the rad spirit of the run.
 From babies in strollers to senior citizens, 
everyone from surrounding communities 
was brought together to help support the 
rebuilding cause. By focusing on fitness and 
fun, this marathon stripped off any trace 
of competition and rather supported the 
communal goal of making a mess and having 
a blast. At the end, as the runners from JP 
examined their colorful shirts and faces, they 
couldn’t help but feel like they were little 
kids. By participating in and helping out at 
the annual Color Me Rad run, JP students 
worked together to make a difference, 
helping prove that the people of New Jersey 
truly are “Jersey Strong.”

By NIKHIL GRANDHI, junior
Senior Nirmal Patel declared, “The 
senior dance was well choreographed 
and amazing. I wish I were a part of it!” 
 The event kicked off with introductions 
from each class, featuring a well-crafted 
poster and a creative march. At the same 
time, the audience came together to support 
their respective classes as well as their 
friends. The seniors took the well-deserved 
first place with a clever routine that included 
complex tutting, crazy somersaults, and 
partner work. While the seniors dazzled 
the judges with their versatility and 
patriotism, the juniors, sophomores, and 
freshman brought their own unique styles 
to the floor. Having incorporated many 
popular songs, the dances were met with a 
tremendous amount of cheers and support 
for every well-rehearsed performance.
 The event moved on to the tug-of-war 
competition and was quickly dominated 
by the first place senior girls and boys. As 

different events carried on, the juniors 
and seniors were neck to neck, and the 
sophomores were closely catching up. 
The freshmen, although very enthusiastic, 
were still unaccustomed to the battle and 
had trouble catching up with the others.
 As the last event, the obstacle race, started, 
the seniors were leading by only a few points. 
Everything boiled down to that moment —    
the seniors needed to win to take home the 
title. Throughout the course of the race, the 
seniors and juniors were in a deadlock. The 
audience was overcome with silence as they 
anxiously watched the race, each picking 
a side. To everyone’s surprise, the juniors 
emerged victorious and the crowd went wild.
With the battle coming to a close, the judges 
began to tally up the scores. The juniors won 
the balloon pop, the obstacle course, and 
the “over-under.” The seniors, on the other 
hand, claimed the dance, march, and the tug-
of-war. While other events were evenly split 
between the sophomores and freshmen, the 
first place spot was disputed between the 
upperclassmen. With the tallies complete, 
the results revealed  that, for the first time in 
years, the seniors and juniors were tied. The 
judges decided to award 50 points to the team 
that could earn the loudest crowd response.  
 As the students screamed for their 
classes, the seniors prevailed, emerging  as 
the reigning champions and were crowned 
the overall titleholders of BOTC 2013.
This time, regardless of who won, the 
entire student body came together, not as 
separate classes but as one school, to honor 
the winners and all other participants. 
Junior Karen Eng exclaims, “The game 
was so close! This is a great way to end 
their final year!” BOTC is more than just 
a competition, but an event that students 
show support and spirit for their school.

BOTC, contd.

Juniors Iris Wong and Sana Ajani show 
off their tattoos and splattered t-shirts.

IRIS WONG
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“I could probably make 
a living if  I charged mrs. 
lumsden for the hours I 
spent on my event, excluding 
taxes.” —Chris Kim, sophomore
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 tennis requires intense focus, mental 
toughness, and, most of all, heart. Battling 
through nerve-wracking match points 
and late-night final sets makes tennis 
grueling, both mentally and physically, but 
the support from fellow teammates gives 
our players the confidence they need to 
go for winners and finish long rallies. The 
camaraderie established between the boys’ 
tennis players was strengthened by their 
mutual love for the game, which motivated 
each member to play out every point with 
determination and endure until the end 
of each match. As sophomore Sarthak 
Mohanty remarked, “This season has been 
especially rewarding. Despite the fact that 
tennis is primarily an individual sport, 
we went through this season as a team, 
together.” With a formidable 14-5 record, the 
team clearly put up a consistently dominant 
performance throughout the season, playing 
their best  at each and every match and 
always rebounding from any losses.
 In the Greater Middlesex County 
tournament, players from all across the 
county clashed rackets. The results were 
phenomenal for the Hawks. Top-seeded 
sophomore sensation Sarthak Mohanty 

By HARSHA GOPALAKRISHNAN,
 sophmore

Advantage: JP Stevens
placed fourth in 1st singles, defeating several 
other highly-ranked players. Freshman 
Gokul Murugesan secured a second place 
win in 2nd singles, and senior Kevin Ho 
added to his list of tennis accomplishments 
by placing second in 3rd singles. The Hawks’ 
triumphs also continued past the singles 
bracket and into the doubles. Captain 
Jessie Wu and senior partner Jason Kwan, 
experienced veterans at varsity-level tennis, 
placed second in 1st doubles, and freshmen 
dynamic duo Tarush Aneja and Vishal 
Walia used quick hands and light feet to win 
the championship match in 2nd doubles, 
gaining the first gold place finish in a flight 
for the boys’ tennis team since 2009. Perhaps 
the most outstanding performance of the 
day, however, was the Hawks’ first place 
overall team finish in the GMCs, a feat not 
accomplished since 2006.
 These commendable performances at the 
GMCs resulted from the determination of 
each player to be the best that they could 
be and a unified passion by the whole team 
to succeed.  As the Hawks bid their final 
goodbyes to the 2012-2013 spring season, 
they look onward into the future, eager to 
attain further victories next year and beyond. 
Congratulations to Coach Pisano and the 
boys’ tennis team on a fantastic season, and 
good luck next year!

BaseBall: Although the baseball team 
had a rough start to the season, the Hawks 
were able to finish with a bang, the result of 
consistent practice and improvement. By the 
last half of the season, the team suddenly went 
on a fiery streak, winning eleven out of the 
remaining fourteen games. This victorious 
run was the result of unified diligence and 
passion, as the team concluded its season 
on a high note. Led by captains Trevor 
Yelencsics and Chris Lee, the baseball team 
finished the season with a 12-14 record. The 
team’s most memorable games were against 
Edison and Spotswood: they beat Edison 3-2 
in a twelve-inning game at the TD Ballpark 
and captured a victory in the first round of 
the playoffs against Spotswood. The team 
clearly had a hot bat that night, with Chris 
Lee hitting three home runs and Trevor 
Yelencsics hitting a walk-off home run in the 
final inning. As Trevor remarked, “We put 
our heart into every pitch, every out, every 
inning.” As their performance in the latter 
half of the season showed, determination 
and heart can make the players become even 
better. Though the 2012-2013 season was, at 
times, challenging for the members of the 
baseball team, they are sure to work hard 
and play harder, continuing their concluding 
streak into next year’s season and the years 
beyond.

girls’ and Boys’ traCK: The JP track 
team endured harsh conditions the whole 
season and finished every race exhausted 
yet filled with adrenaline. The team never 
stopped training, surpassing expectations 
under the leadership of captains Alykhan 
Gangji, Panth Patel, and Parag Bapna. Their 
season-long diligence paid off in the county 
tournament (GMCs), where they won gold 
medals in the 400 Meter Hurdles with 
Senior Jaashir Morris and the 4x800 Relay 
with the combined efforts of Jaashir Morris, 
Mark Cooke, Jose Delli Paoli, and Alykhan 
Gangji. 
 On the girls’ side, distance captain Connie 
Yu, sprint-team captain Pooja Patel, and 
field captain Astha Saini  inspired their 
teammates to overcome any hurdles in their 
paths. This year brought a wave of talented 
underclassmen, including sophomore 
Vaishali Ravikumar, sophomore Ashleigh 
Anderson, and freshman Jamina Morris. 
The team was well-prepared for the GMCs, 
sending 14 Lady Hawks to compete with the 
county’s other fastest runners. In the end, 
Jamina Morris ultimately grabbed the gold 
medal in the 400 Meter Hurdles. The runners 
ended their season with a strong performance 
at Sectionals and are determined to make 
the most of their summer practices for a 
better, faster, and stronger 2014 season. 

Katie tenCZa: Since her sophomore year, 
Katie has been running for the JP Stevens 
Varsity Cross Country Team as well as the 
All-Middlesex County Team. Her varsity 
running career started out strong, when the 
All-Middlesex County team placed second 
in the county and she placed tenth, which 
she recalls as one of her most incredible 
experiences in high school. Three years 
and hundreds of distance workouts later, 
Katie finally became captain of the Hawks. 
She is proud of her team’s successful season 
and accomplishments, especially when 
they became Co-Red Division Champions. 
Distance running is a rigorous sport that 
calls for great dedication and perseverance, 
and Katie never lacked in either of the two. 
Katie says that she will miss going to meets 
and cheering on her fellow teammates, and 
is considering running for her college team 
at a club level.

 Senior     Profiles

Chris Chan: A game-changing athlete 
and a vicious competitor, Chris Chan was a 
vital asset for the Hawks up front and on the 
wing this past fall. Chris has been a three-
year varsity player for the JP Stevens Boys’ 
Soccer Team and has accumulated many 
accomplishments, including an All-White 
Division Athlete honor and the 2012 JP 
Stevens Raptor Award, given to the team’s 
best midfielder. He has greatly contributed 
to the soccer program here at JP Stevens, 
scoring five goals in the past  season alone. 
Anyone can say that his presence on the field 
has made a positive impact on the team’s 
performance. There is no doubt that he has 
left a substantial legacy for the younger JP 
Stevens midfielders to learn after. Looking to 
continue his passion for soccer, Chris will be 
attending Swarthmore College and playing 
for its Division III Men’s Soccer team in the 
upcoming fall.

neha Bhende: For 3 years, Neha has 
successfully juggled three varsity sports: 
tennis, basketball and lacrosse. However, 
actively participating in sports all three 
seasons has not lessened her dedication to 
any one of them, as she became captain of 
two, basketball and lacrosse. In her career, 
she earned the National Women’s Athlete 
of the Year Award, the GMC Sportsmanship 
Award, and recently, the John E. McGowan 
Scholarship Award. These two prestigious 
awards are merely symbols of the complete 
passion and love Neha has shown for all of 
the sports she plays. Skillfully balancing 
athletics with rigorous academics, Neha 
knows how to prioritize her activities in an 
efficient and brisk manner. While looking 
back on her time as a JP athlete, Neha 
commented, “Playing three sports meant 
spending a lot of time, and so JP became like 
a second home.” 

reBeCCa Coleman: With 328 career 
strikeouts against opposing teams under her 
belt, Rebecca has established herself as an 
asset to the JP Stevens Softball Team. A four-
year varsity athlete, Rebecca has also made 
herself known across the county, for she was 
named the South Brunswick Vikings Softball 
Classic MVP, selected as an All-Red Division 
athlete, and chosen for Second Team All-
County. Her consistency at the plate, which 
led to a batting average of .375, added to her 
dominance on the pitching mound, posing a 
threat for opposing teams both offensively 
and defensively. Rebecca’s all-around skill-
set will clearly be sought after among higher 
level teams, if Rebecca chooses to continue 
softball in the future. Recounting her love for 
the game, she noted, “Softball has become a 
part of my identity, because I’ve been playing 
it for all of my life and I love the feeling I get 
when I’m out on the field.”

Let’s Swing into Softball
 as the sPring sPorts season ends, 
it can be clearly seen that the JP Stevens 
Lady Hawks Softball team had an 
impressive run. This year’s varsity team 
was diverse, with multiple returning 
seniors and juniors as well as a handful 
of new freshmen. The team, particularly 
the seniors who wished to make their 
final season as Lady Hawks a memorable 
one, was extremely excited to hit the 
field and show its opponents its skills. 
From their first practice, everyone had an 
optimistic outlook on the Lady Hawks’ 
future,  including senior Miranda Rosen, 
right fielder, who commented, “This year 
I expect our team to work well as a unit. 
We have a lot of new players, including 
freshmen, who are really talented. If we 
continue to work well together, I believe 
we can make it a great season.” Just as 
Miranda had hoped, the players proved 
versatile enough to edge their way into an 
elite crust of the best teams in Middlesex 
County, boasting a phenomenal 21-5 
record in the season. Senior Danielle 
DeBenedetto, first baseman, has been 
a starting player on the varsity softball 
team for all her four years of high school 
and had tremendous expectations for this 

season as well. “We plan to go very far in 
GMCs and States this year,” she proudly 
stated. 
 The JP Stevens Lady Hawks were seeded 
first in the state tournament and third in the 
county tournament, and faced off against 
several top rivals in intense games. When 
asked which team she wanted to face again, 
senior catcher Ruth Zimmerman admitted, 
“We really want to play East Brunswick 
again, because we split two games with 
them, winning one and losing the other, so 
we want to show them what we are made 
of.” 
 There is no doubt that the motivated 
seniors have fueled the team to numerous 
victories; however, everyone  attributes their 
incredible successes and exemplary work 
ethic to their dedicated head coach and 
assistant coach, Krystle Petty and Shannon 
Bishop, respectively. Praising their positive 
effect on the players’ overall softball game, 
Danielle added, “Our coaches influence us 
to push ourselves to succeed and to stay 
together as a team and family.” 
 The seniors laid down the foundation to 
what is guaranteed to be a promising future 
for the younger players. As long as they 
maintain their unwavering determination, 
cooperation, and focus, many victories are 
in store for our Lady Hawks. 

By ALYSSA DESAI, freshman

Scoop on Spring Sports
By FARHAN PATEL, freshman

Boys’ volleyBall: The boys’ volleyball 
team faced many strong opponents this 
season, and though their record may not 
attest to it, they never left the court without 
putting up a formidable fight. The team, 
led by captains Jalen Sorrell, Matthew Lee, 
and Lawrence Lin, focused on perfecting 
their hitting, passing, and setting. Finishing 
the year with an 8-19 record, the team is 
determined to utilize the offseason this 
summer to get a head-start on next year’s 
endeavors, and coach White looks forward 
to promoting new players to the varsity 
level to add to its already talented force. 
Matthew Lee summed up, “The coaches and 
players had a blast this year. I am excited 
for what next season has in store for us.”

girls’ and Boys’ laCrosse: Led by senior 
captains Renee Mathys and Neha Bhende, 
the Lady Hawks lacrosse team displayed 
exemplary endurance and mastery through 
each and every game of the season. Finishing 
a tough season with a 5-12 record, the girls’ 
lacrosse team faced many strong opponents 
but left no regrets on the field. A close-knit 
squad, they shared valuable memories and 
formed unshakable connections. Freshman 
Molly Yelencsics, who started as a player for 
junior varsity but was promoted to the varsity 
level because of her outstanding control, 
speed, and agility, stated, “It was great to be 
a part of a program in which all the players 
were like one family who shared all of their 
ups and down throughout the season.”
 Boys’ lacrosse, led by captains Ron Koval, 
Joey Addeo, and Dominic Durando, finished 
their season with a 3-12 record. Bryan Svitok 
and Ron Koval fueled the team, scoring 
23 goals each. Other top-scoring players 
include Joey Addeo, who ended the season 
with seven goals, and Adam Sklar, who 
had 12. When asked about the team, Sklar 
said, “Although we weren’t the most skilled 
team around, my teammates and I gave 
110% each time we stepped out onto the 
field.” With this season behind them, the 
Hawks are prepared to face the challenges 
of the next with a much better performance. 

 throughout the spring, our Hawks 
have pushed themselves to break new 
records, attain new goals, and create new 
memories. Regardless of the record the 
team had, each player dedicated their 
mind and talent towards a common goal: 
representing the green and gold. Let us 
recall how the boys’ volleyball, girls’ and 
boys’ lacrosse, baseball, and girls’ and boys’ 
track teams finished off their seasons. 

miChelle Chen: An inspiring captain 
as well as a fierce competitor on the tennis 
courts, Michelle recalls the journey she has 
traveled since she first stepped onto JP’s 
tennis court her freshman year. Through 
hours of vigorous practice with the team, 
Michelle has improved not only in physical 
agility but also in mental stability, two 
attributes necessary in tennis. One of her 
most vivid memories is battling through the 
third set of the 2012 GMC semifinals against 
a top rival South Brunswick to secure a spot 
in the finals. She went on to win second place 
at the GMCs, adding that victory to a list of 
accomplishments that now includes the JP 
Stevens Sportsmanship award. Not wanting 
to leave the sport that she enjoys playing so 
much and that has earned her great prestige, 
Michelle hopes to pursue tennis in college 
and wants to continue playing the sport for 
the rest of her life.

lorraine maCKiewiCZ: Lorraine has 
been a member of the varsity volleyball 
team for three years. During her final 
year, Lorraine, its star captain, broke the 
school record for most kills and won key 
awards such as the Star Ledger and Home 
News Tribune Player of the Year Awards. 
In addition, she was honorably chosen 
to the Second Team All State, All Red 
Division Team, and All Conference Team 
for Middlesex County. Among all these 
prestigious awards for volleyball, Lorraine 
has also achieved numerous honors for her 
singing talents in the JP Stevens Choir as 
well. All in all, however, Lorraine recounts 
how volleyball played an integral role in her 
life, teaching her the values of teamwork, 
communication, and leadership, which she 
will continue to benefit from for years to 
come. Lorraine will continue her volleyball 
career in Babson College. 

john maXham: Playing on the varsity 
basketball team for two years has taught John 
a lot about teamwork and the traits needed 
to be a charismatic leader. As co-captain of 
the team, he has pushed and encouraged 
his teammates to do their best, regardless 
of the results. In his basketball career, he 
has achieved various feats and has gained 
great recognition for his excellent shooting 
abilities, which helped him amass 332 points 
this season. Impressively, John led the 
county in three-point shots this year, making 
74 this season alone and 113 in his whole 
career. Although he will continue playing 
basketball recreationally with friends and 
classmates and on an intramural level, John 
is going to miss the intense atmosphere that 
goes hand-in-hand with the competitive 
high school basketball he has been playing at 
JP when he attends Temple University next 
fall.

eliZaBeth sCoda:  Elizabeth came into JP 
excited to start her high school career and 
make an impact on the varsity soccer team; 
four years later, she is graduating as a two-
year captain of the team. In her career, she 
has totaled 13 goals and eight assists, helping 
her team earn numerous titles, including 
First Team All-GMC Middlesex Conference, 
First Team All-Red Division, and All Area 
Girls Soccer Team (Home News Tribune). 
She was also named “Top 20” NJGSCA All-
North Two Player of 2009, 2011, and 2012. 
This year, as captain, she helped catapult the 
team into their first semifinal challenge since 
1996. By her junior year, she had already been 
scouted and recruited by Lafayette College. 
With such encouragement, although her 
outstanding high school career has come to 
a close, Liz will continue her legacy playing 
for Lafayette’s Division I Women’s Soccer 
team in the upcoming fall.

By Natasha Rai and Srid Sriram, sophomores, and Breana Tan, freshman

after all the dediCation, hard work, and competition of sports end, the time comes to look back and reminisce on the memories made and the barriers broken. As we wrap up the 
school year, it is important that we honor and celebrate the great strides and achievements of our departing seniors as they move on toward their college careers.
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