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New Class,
New Leaders
By APRIL WANG, freshman

THE CLASS OF 2019 cheered as Mr. Baer

introduced the candidates for the freshman
class council on September 30. Twelve
students ran for four council positions;
each candidate expressed his or her unique
thoughts and ideas for making the next
four years of high school as memorable
as possible. After much anticipation, hard
work, and a great deal of persuasion, four
freshmen were elected to represent their
fellow classmates for the following year:
Gabrielle Lopez as President, Karina
Melgar as Vice President, Scott Karpenos
as Secretary, and Roshan Setlur as Treasurer.
As the elections drew closer, candidates
spent most of their time preparing signs and
speeches both at home and at school. Catchy
and creative posters were soon displayed
around the hallways of JP, encouraging all
to vote. An “If you’re reading this, it’s not
too late to vote Monica for Secretary” sign,
a parody of Drake’s previous album cover,
garnered chuckles from students while they
See ELECTIONS, page 12
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Ms. Durso signs a paper pumpkin at the JP FBLA station to support the March of Dimes Foundation.

JP Day: Henna, Gak, and More
By GRACE WANG, sophomore
THE DJ CLUB’S thundering pop music and
the orchestra octet’s relaxing tunes greeted
students and their families on the morning of
JP Day on October 17. Clubs set up a variety
of stations that appealed to people of all ages.
In the front lobby, the teachers held
a fundraiser to support the JP Stevens
Greenhouse. With contributions ranging
from $10 to $50, donors entered a raffle
to win the prize of either a gift-card
basket or a 50-inch plasma television.
All proceeds went toward furnishing
the newly-installed greenhouse with
composting wigwams, garden tools,

“We don’t
need Trump to
make America
better.”
Licensed to Chill

See TRUMPING TRUMP, page 2
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you think twice before acting, three times
before posting something on social media,
and four times before publishing a YKYG.
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“The findings were
shocking, indicating that
eleven of the twelve balls
were underinflated, likely
due to human tampering.”
See DEFLATEGATE, page 15

storage units, planters, and other devices.
When students arrived on the front lawn,
many were instantly drawn to the National
Honor Society’s popular donut-eating contest,
in which students were challenged to bob for
donuts without using their hands. Next to
the National Honor Society station was the
Asian Pacific Arts Club’s bubble-tea stand.
Nearby, Project Sunshine held a hennadecorating
station
where
members
painted Chinese characters and other
creative designs. Sophomore Kelly Chen
reflected, “The Project Sunshine executive
board did a lot of behind-the-scenespreparation for JP Day. Most importantly,
we had to coordinate with other clubs that

were planning similar activities. Our station
turned out to be a success because many people
were interested in getting henna tattoos.”
Meanwhile, in the outdoor arena, the theater
students held two comical improvisation
shows, where actors played roles requested by
the audience. Many students were attracted
to the inflatable outdoor stations in which
they were able to play a variety of sports.
There were many engaging activities inside
the school as well. After students competed
in games of badminton and volleyball in the
gym, they headed toward the cafeteria, where
the Cyberhawks Club held a computerSee JP DAY, page 13

By PALNA MEHTA, senior
BRIGHT RED LIGHTS and black drapery
transformed the cafeteria for the James
Bond-themed homecoming dance on
October 15. Just outside the cafeteria,
an elegant red carpet was placed for the
reception of guests. As students entered
the cafeteria, they were welcomed by tables
adorned with red tablecloths, gold coins,
and mini playing cards. Hanging above

See HOMECOMING, page 13

ANU CHANTI

Students dance energetically with each other at this year’s James Bondthemed homecoming dance.

JP renovates for growing school pop.
By SAMIKA PARAB, senior
OVER THE SUMMER, a few major
changes were made to JP’s interior
and
exterior
infrastructure
to
accommodate
the
overwhelming
650 students of the class of 2019.
Large and white with expansive glass
walls, the greenhouse is the first of these
changes, and sits right outside the cafeteria.

Construction lasted around eight days,
but it took much longer to allocate the
funds needed for the building in the first
place. The project was first announced two
years ago with the intent of encouraging
environmentally friendly practices within
the JP community. The fundraising team
emphasized the importance of teaching
teenagers how to make greener choices,
so they are equipped to carry out these

practices in the future. The greenhouse cost,
$65,000, was paid for by numerous parents
and the support of local organizations.
Some community supporters included the
Rutgers University Horticultural Therapy
Program, Edison Wetlands Association and
Triple C Farms, Students for Environmental
Awareness, and Project Pieces. Now that the
See NEW ADDITIONS, page 13
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Not the $2.5 billion high school
By ANDREW SHEN, sophomore
ON AUGUST 31, 2015, only days before
the start of the new school year, CNN
published an article by Hope King titled
“The $2.5 billion high school,” detailing
the success stories of three JP alumni. In
the article, the academically-challenging and
innovative atmosphere of JP is praised and
highlighted as a reason for the success of
these graduates. Yet it is unreasonable to
assume that this competitive environment
alone is a direct path to success. Although
the unmistakably driven character of JP’s
students can inspire success, other students
have crumbled under the pressure because
they could not and did not fit the typical
definition of success.
In the article, King emphasizes the
environment that nurtured the minds of
Chieh Huang, Matt Salzberg, and Ken Chen,
co-founders of Boxed, Blue Apron, and
Nature Box, respectively—three startups
with a combined value of more than $2
billion. The JP Stevens community of 15
years ago is described as “competitive” yet
“collaborative,” with a merit-based
social hierarchy. The same social
hierarchy exists today. Students
remain as intensely focused
as ever, comparing schedules
to determine the rigor of
each other’s classes, and
boasting about the number
of extracurricular activities
they participate in. This meritbased social hierarchy correlates the
number of achievements someone has to
the amount of respect he or she is given;
the few students who manage to balance
superb marks with significant volunteer
work are almost venerated. It is clear that
these three entrepreneurs were at the top of
our school not only because they met this
criteria, but also because this environment
was conducive to success. In school, the main
focus is to attain good grades. Once students
graduate, this focus shifts to providing for
themselves and finding personal success.

personal work ethics and abilities would
have enabled them to succeed in another
field amenable to the circumstances. Because
many students take away valuable life lessons
and persistent determination from trying to
climb up the social hierarchy of JP, a meritbased hierarchy can certainly be beneficial
due to the similarity it holds to the real world.
Some qualifications to be at the top
are listed as “the number of AP classes
you took, your SAT score, and how many
extracurricular activities you were in.”

However, this shows the darker side of solely
focusing on achievement. King’s article even
states the “unspoken rule: Participation in
clubs didn’t count unless you were president
or on the executive board.” This intense
competition to amass as many leadership
positions as possible is simply absurd. Joining
this rat race defeats the entire purpose of
extracurriculars. Extracurriculars are means
through which interests are supposed
to be developed, not just
numbers and words on
someone’s
college
application.
Even
though many students
approach participate in
clubs without thought
of college applications, the
aforementioned competition is growing to
be unhealthy. Is this type of academic-based
social hierarchy really an improvement from
a reputation determined by what clothes you
wear or with whom you sit with at lunch?
Of course, students are more prepared for
the real world with a mindset already geared
toward hard work, but the fine line between
determination and overexertion is one that
is too easily crossed. JP students may find
real-world success because of this stringent
social hierarchy, but this success comes at
a high price.
Hope King makes a valid point
that JP Stevens is an excellent school
for having produced three brilliant
innovators who have helped change
the world in their own right. However,
her article fails to grasp the entire reality of
JP Stevens. The social hierarchy is definitely
deserving of praise for its ability to prepare
students for the reality of the adult world.
Nonetheless, there are instances when
competition serves to hurt rather than help,
and not everybody is cut out for what many
constitute as success. Though JP Stevens
has produced countless talented alumni, it is
important to remember that the distinctive
experience alone makes the school worth
much more than the moniker of the “$2.5
billion
high school.”

problems and explaining his plans for our
country, he offered far-fetched, unrealistic
solutions to critical issues. Although he says
that his experience gives him a valuable
advantage over other candidates, his political
IQ and professionalism are low. Instead of
targeting his opponents’ policies, he uses
many ad hominem attacks on the politicians
themselves, including a particularly sharp
insult targeting Rand Paul’s appearance.
Unfortunately, this “formula” gives him the
edge over other candidates and boosts his
popularity among pollers, who praise him
for his “boldness and honesty.” This socalled honesty is trumped only by his lack of
compromise and political finesse.
The president needs to be well-versed
in economic and social issues, while at the
same time be able to recognize the needs
and rights of all Americans. There needs
to be an understanding between a person
of power and the general population for
a society to function properly. And that
cannot be done by a powerful, stubborn,
and ignorant businessman. His utter lack of
understanding of the common people or the
average politician makes him unlikely to, as
a president, please either the public or the
federal government.
A CNN article on Trump’s performance
at the first Republican debate wrote, “the
three-hour marathon debate here at the
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library seemed
to test Trump’s stamina and willingness
to engage in weighty policy discussions.”
The media doesn’t seem to understand the
damage Trump brings to political culture;
the public votes for the candidate with the

most appealing messages and the most
media coverage, and voters are learning to
directly ignore their genuine, and flawed,
ideals and perspective on our domestic and
foreign issues. It’s not that voters don’t realize
Trump’s inadequacies. Rather, most people
find his candidacy entertaining, and they
have little to no knowledge of candidates
who could lead our country to greatness.
The media buzz surrounding Trump should
provoke serious citizens to campaign harder
for their respective candidates who they
know will do a much better job than a
foppish, failed businessman.
One of the cons of democracy and selfgovernment is that it is heavily dependent
on the public to make serious and intelligent
choices. Because of this, we cannot be
uninformed. Parodies and late night shows
are entertaining, but they do not give us the
proper perspective on a politician’s policy
positions. We must be careful to research
and judge our prospective leaders for who
they are behind the curtains. Although
Trump supporters remain a small portion
of our society, they take an active part in
politics and their glorious leader’s campaign,
something that we, who obviously believe
in bigger and brighter causes, should do
as well. We should spend our time vetting
serious presidential candidates instead of
buying into the entertainment value of
Donald Trump. We don’t need Trump to
make America better; what we need are
responsible voters and consumers of media
who are able to discern the difference
between honesty and insolence, between a
great leader and a sure failure.

The merit-based social hierarchy encourages
students to try to achieve the conventional
definition of success during their formative
years, students are motivated to continue
attaining their goals in the future. Although
Chen, Huang, and Salzberg’s success could
also be attributed to the rise in e-commerce
and the debut of the internet during their
years here, had they gone to JP Stevens in a
different
time period, their own

Trumping Trump
By ACHYUT SETH, freshman

WITH ELECTIONS just around the corner,
it is painfully paramount that we reflect on
the most influential “political” figure of the
2016 presidential election: Donald Trump.
The media has transformed Trump into an
internet sensation with countless parodies
and clickbait articles around his campaign.
With appearances on late-night shows or a
couple clever tweets, candidates can easily
bolster their popularity ratings and frame
themselves as down-to-earth Average Joes.
With the unexpectedly long life span of
Donald Trump’s candidacy, we need to think
about how superficial our nation has become,
to the point where those who entertain us
the most are supported the most adamantly,
whether or not they are qualified to lead our
country. Without such reflection, we cannot
be the much-needed voices of reason in this
dire time when the media determines the
fate of our country.
Donald Trump’s reputation and political
enterprise are based entirely on his unfiltered
persona. Media buzz has propelled his
outrageous one-liners far ahead of his
more qualified opponents. The fact that his
candidacy is a joke is evident, even from his
Twitter account. A reliable future politician
is not one who posts publicly that Kristen
Stewart is a “cheating dog” and that Robert
Pattinson should not take her back. His lack
of professionalism spills into the political
spectrum. Consider the first Republican
debate: instead of directly answering
the questions posed by the moderators
by tactfully breaking down our nation’s
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An Outside Perspective
By VISHESH SHARMA, junior
TRADITIONALLY, the leaders we revere
the most have been those who come from
backgrounds similar to ours. Likewise,
political outsiders have cast themselves
as underdogs arising from the same level
as the common citizen, in the hopes of
winning based on their appeal to the masses.
They attempt to make up for their lack of
political experience by indicating that they
can apply the skills learned in their previous
occupations to their future political office.
What has made the 2016 presidential race
unique is the sheer amount of political
outsiders campaigning for presidency;
individuals ranging from neurosurgeon Ben
Carson to real estate magnate Donald Trump
are taking on career politicians, and in many
cases, overshadowing them. Although these
key players attempt to make their outsider
status seem like a boon that will help fix
the nation, their ineffective abilities would
accomplish quite the opposite.
Political outsiders running for president
is not an entirely new concept; Ulysses S.
Grant and Jimmy Carter were outsiders
known to rally audiences disgruntled by
political turmoil. Historically, voting political
outsiders such as Grant and Carter into
office has led to a number of major crises.
When Jimmy Carter became president
after the infamous Watergate scandal, the
nation had begun to grow skeptical of the
government and Washington insiders, a
mindset that is similar to the position of
several factions of the United States even
today. Washington insiders were seen as
self-interested bureaucrats uncaring for the
nation’s stability, and outsiders were depicted
as white knights who could return the
country to its prior state of exceptionalism.
This lack of trust bred major political
consequences: Carter’s lack of political
experience proved him incapable of dealing
with other politicians with differing ideas
and ideologies. Political outsiders today may
cause the same issues; if they are elected,
they face problems compromising with
more experienced politicians. While the
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voters may be content with what Trump,
Carson, and Fiorina have to say and what
each has to offer, results are reflected among
the political atmosphere created by the
politicians themselves. If politicians do not
respect their coworkers, or even their nation’s
leader, how can the country expect them to
work together? Congress is already inactive
as it is, despite being run by politicians with
decades of experience.
The president alone cannot ensure that
the country is running smoothly; it is the
system of checks and balances between
all branches of government that ensures a
stable country. As proved in recent years, the
government cannot function if the executive
branch and the legislative branch refuse to
compromise on certain issues. This problem
would only be exacerbated by the unique
stances as well as personalities that are
campaigning for office. How would we ever
be able to get Trump to agree with Congress
on anything? Respect and tolerance are
required for people with different political
views to debate; if Trump cannot give this
same respect in public settings, how can
the nation expect him to give respect to
the politicians during private meetings in
Washington? Even Bernie Sanders, the selfproclaimed “democratic socialist,” could
have difficulty compromising with more
conservative politicians in Congress.
Personal political beliefs aside, these
individuals do not possess the political
“know-how” to ensure our country’s
prosperity. Sure, Trump may have written
The Art of the Deal, and Fiorina may have
been a part of countless negotiations during
her time at Hewlett-Packard, but they do
not know how to make the decisions on a
national level. There are several factors other
than finance that must be taken into account,
ranging from security to social equality, and
these factors should only be addressed by
individuals with experience and influence.
Namely, all of the Washington outsiders
are lacking in foreign policy. The closest
thing that these candidates have attained in
terms of foreign policy experience was Carly
Fiorina’s alleged friendship with the Israeli

Prime Minister. For the past eight years, a
Washington outsider with minimal foreign
policy experience has held presidential office.
Although President Obama attempted to
mollify the situation by appointing Joe Biden
as his Vice President, according to the Wall
Street Journal, 52 percent of Americans
disapprove of Obama’s foreign policies.
Furthermore, Obama has been criticized
for his lack of definite action in the Middle
East, as well as his handling of the NSA
leak. Sanders, Fiorina, Carson, and Trump,
without a doubt, are not likely to do any
better.
The skills that these outsiders have
acquired over the years are not applicable
to a political career. Indeed, their skills
themselves need to be called into question.
Donald Trump, who is currently at the
top of the polls, had his businesses file
for bankruptcy countless times over the
course of his career. And although Carly
Fiorina’s professional manner captivated
voters during the first Republican debate,
she is running solely on her achievements
as the Chief Executive Officer of HewlettPackard, of which she was labeled by
CNNMoney as one of the worst CEOs ever.
Her track record is sub-par at best, and her
business achievements, or lack thereof, do
not make her qualified to lead America. Her
unfamiliarity with politics has left her at odds
with her own party. Ben Carson has even less
to boast about. While being a neurosurgeon
and a longstanding hospital director is indeed
a noble profession, it by no means prepares
someone for the intense job of president;
his profession does nothing to ready himself
for such a weighty job.
Furthermore, these candidates seem
intent on alienating their own parties.
Perhaps the most prominent of these,
surprisingly, is Ben Carson himself. Number
two in the polls, he has raised more than a
few eyebrows because of his lurid comments
regarding gun control. His radical views and
comments about religion and arms infringe
on moral boundaries. For instance, Carson
recently stated he would never support a
candidate of Muslim faith in the candidacy

and that the people of the Jewish faith could
have prevented the Holocaust had they
owned guns. His remarks are so thoughtless
and inflammatory that members of his own
and other parties will not respect and or
propel him to any success in the political
environment. Correspondingly, all of the
Republican outsiders are having problems
amassing support from their respective
parties. For example, Trump was a proclaimed
liberal just a few years ago and had funded
the Clinton campaigns as well. Although
it is not a sin to support another’s bid for
presidency, his lack of fidelity to one political
group has made Republicans skeptical of his
true intentions and political leanings. On
the other hand, many of Fiorina’s radical
positions on current issues, ranging from
abortion to drug decriminalization, are
unfriendly to most traditional Republican
voters; this incongruity proves that she does
not have the staying power to guarantee a
strong performance in this race. With the
lack of full support from their party, these
three will be struggling for the Republican
bid for the Presidential election.
If an outsider is elected, the country will
see history repeat itself. Being an outsider
can only promote positive ideologies to an
extent. If one of the three most popular
Republican candidates at the moment
is elected into office, his or her lack of
experience, ability to compromise, and
radical stances will result in an even worse
impasse in our government. By pitting one
side of the government against another, we,
as voters, would be shackling our country
to four more years of turmoil. As we reach
voting age, it is imperative that we analyze
the stances and past experiences of these
candidates. We may be able to relate to these
outsiders, as we too are outsiders to politics,
but this relationship does not mean that
they can run the nation. The appeal of an
outsider is definitely very high, but only for
the short amount of time he or she is not
in office. We need to look past what each
candidate seems to be on the outside, and
understand what electing each could mean
for the country.

The Benefits of Binge-Watching
By ADITI KALLA, staff writer
BINGE-WATCHING evokes in most people
the image of a miserable potbellied man
sitting in a dark, dingy room with a bag of
popcorn and glossy eyes glued to a television
screen. It’s a term usually associated with an
array of negative emotions, ranging from
the disapproval of those who can’t bring
themselves to do it to the shame of those
who can’t resist. However, many remain
unaware of the fact that binge-watching
can offer a variety of opportunities for
character growth. At times, binge-watching
can encourage people to develop their work
efficiency and tenacity, evade the torture
brought on by cliffhangers, and learn when
to call it quits.
Contrary to popular belief, binge-watching
is not a simple task. It demands a particular
level of endurance for one to sit through a
seven-hour TV marathon, while maintaining
the utmost level of concentration, and
not to mention, consciousness. I, being an
avid viewer myself, will admit that I have
succumbed to the allure of sleep many
times in my attempts to master the art of
binge-watching. Hours of time spent dazed
in front of the television struggling to stay
awake allow me to confidently say that bingewatching has most definitely developed my
stamina when it comes to staying focused
through long stretches of time. Not only will
this activity benefit your observational skills
by making you a conscious viewer, but it also

might spill over into other aspects in your
life. For example, you will be able to apply
your acquired concentration skills from
binge-watching toward the hour-long study
session you have planned for tomorrow’s
extremely important math test.
You might think the arch-enemy of
teens these days is homework, but
the true foe is procrastination.
The temptation to waste time by
watching reruns is sometimes
overwhelming. Instead of trying
to fight that urge, the only
solution is to openly accept it
and seek a compromise. Bingewatching allows you to have
your fill of entertainment
over the weekends or
during a couple hours of
your free time, while also
permitting your
work to hold
your undivided
attention during
busy weekdays. But
the time you spend
in your newly freed-up
weekdays is not limited
to homework; it can be
used for other enjoyable activities,
including spending quality time
with your friends and family. And just
like that, your hitherto disastrous Netflix
impulses are no longer an issue, and you
have just maximized work efficiency and

time-management tenfold.
The first emotion you feel after finishing
a movie or episode is your zealous desire
to watch the next one. The period of time
between the end of one episode and the
beginning of the next is filled
with stress and agony over
the cliffhangers at the end
of the previous episode.
Why subject to yourself
to such suffering when you
can choose to simply avoid it
completely? Entertainment
providers
like
Netflix
allow
only
five
seconds
worth
of impatience
to build up
before
the
next segment
of the show
becomes
readily
available
to the viewer.
Several other providers
and websites also use
this feature, and many
of them are, in fact, free;
keeping this in mind, don’t
sweat it if you aren’t willing to
cough up the eight dollars a month.
By limiting the seconds wasted between
episodes, you will save yourself frustration
and anxiety that could otherwise haunt you

for hours throughout the week.
But all good things must come to an end.
Binge-watching can become a profound
issue for those with low self-control.
Without willpower, a couple of episodes
can turn into a couple of seasons in an
instant. Restraint is vital to take this socalled “bad habit” and manipulate it to your
advantage. The development of this socalled “physiological brake” will only come
with experience, so you must train yourself
to muster enough strength to turn off that
TV or close your computer screen. Trial and
error is the best technique to use because
you can learn to judge from your own
experiences when it is the best time to stop.
By developing this ability, you can rely on
yourself with confidence, and are much less
likely to repeat your mistakes the next time.
Clearly, binge-watching is misunderstood.
It is commonly conceived as a poor way to
spend time, when, in fact, it is an activity
crucial to developing life skills. TV shows
have become a fundamental part of our
generation, and there is nothing wrong with
enjoying them—for particularly long periods
of time. Once we have learned and mastered
the art of binge-watching, we have no
reason not to use it for our own benefit and
happiness. Next time you find yourself being
questioned by a disapproving parent on your
supposed “Netflix addiction,” kindly bestow
upon them your new perspective of bingewatching, and while they might be skeptical,
at least the next episode will be starting soon.
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The Duty of the United
By ALEXANDER BOGDANOWICZ,
political columnist
IN THE MIDST OF a civil war, Syria is like a
flame trapped in a glass dome with Europe,
the United States, and Russia watching as the
smoke inside slowly suffocates hundreds of
thousands of people. The total lack of action
by the United Nations Security Council, as
well as its refusal to cooperate with refugees,
has led to what our history books will call
the Syrian Exodus.
Vetoes by Russian and Chinese
members of the Security Council have
blocked substantial headway on issues
regarding
war
crimes,
foreign
intervention, and even
some humanitarian aid,
while surrounding states
are left to pick up the
pieces. Turkey, Lebanon,
Jordan, and Iraq, among
other states, are put under
immense pressure to accept
large numbers of migrants;
to make matters more
difficult, many migrants
bypass border registration,
illegally entering and
violating
immigration
laws. These countries lack
the resources and funding
necessary to support such
a vast number of inbound
refugees and will as a
result experience economic instability. In
a region where any sign of weakness can
be interpreted as an invitation for terrorist
groups, economic issues are compounded by
fear of vulnerability.
It is now, therefore, the moral and political
responsibility of Europe to accommodate
the millions of displaced migrants. Of
the millions displaced, two million are in
Turkey, another million are in Lebanon,
and of the remaining population in and
around Syria, four million are pleading for
asylum in Europe. While Germany has

his first address to the American people, the
Pope urged the citizens of the United States
to consider the perspective of immigrants
and refugees and aid them in both the Syrian
crisis and the country’s own immigration
crisis. In response, President Obama raised
the refugee resettlement quota to 15,000
and pledged to accommodate at least 10,000
more. The insufficiency of such assistance is
evident when this number is weighed against
the number being taken in by European
nations, whose GDP and territory pale in
comparison to those of the United States.

While Russia will never harbor migrants,
whom they consider “traitors” to their
ally President Assad, the United States
also has a responsibility to either assist in
quartering soldiers or give aid on the front
lines as Russia lays its infantry, fighter jets,
and artillery into play under the pretense of
fighting ISIS. If not by granting asylum to
refugees or aid to the Syrian Free Army, the
United States can support the war efforts
financially and strategically. Training Syrian
soldiers would not only benefit their efforts
against ISIS, but also
those against President
Assad. A government
of the free world
and a permanent
member of the
Security Council
is perfectly capable
and obligated to
extend a helping
hand to those
fighting for their
natural rights.
As for us, the
future
voters
of the United
States, we decide
what path this
nation will take.
Therefore,
the
least we can do
is learn more and
sign the petition
on
mercycorps.org to tell Congress
that the youth of America is behind the
sovereignty of a people a million miles
away. Whether our nation is in economic
distress, or whether we have any affiliation
with an issue putting the lives of two
million people in jeopardy, it is our moral
obligation to help those in need. As Pope
Francis boldly stated,“We need to avoid a
common temptation nowadays to discard
anything which proves troublesome.” His
assertion poses the question: are human
lives troublesome to the United States?

generous welfare benefits. At this point,
these people can no longer be considered
refugees;
rather, they are economic
migrants looking to take advantage of
better opportunities. While looking for
better economic opportunities is certainly
reasonable, there is a legal immigration
process that has been created for this
specific purpose. These migrants are forcing
and rioting their way into central Europe,
as seen in uproars in Hungary, acts that are
clearly illegal. If these migrants are allowed
to push their way into Germany, they will
further encourage millions of other refugees
and assure them that they can do the same
with minimal consequences.
At the same time, the most popularly
targeted areas for these migrants are France,
Germany, and the Nordic countries. These
nations are among the wealthiest in the
European Union. Even so, as per the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,
over half of a million migrants have already
relocated to Europe, with another million
due to arrive there before the end of 2016.
Attempting to support these large numbers
of migrants would cause the welfare systems
of even the wealthiest of European nations
to collapse.
There are also several other potential longterm hazards in accepting these migrants.
Currently, migrants are being let into central
Europe without identification, background
checks, or any sort of documentation.
With most of these migrants originating
from Syria and Iraq, ISIS’s main area of
operation, it is more than likely that a few
ISIS operatives are also migrating along with

them. In fact, this is corroborated by reports
of unidentified male migrants jumping off
trains bound to Berlin and running off in
order to avoid passing through registration.
These undocumented migrants would be
impossible to track and detain should they
actually be affiliated with ISIS.
According to the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees, nearly 70%
of migrants in Europe are young single
males, most of whom are unskilled. Many
of these migrants are accustomed to living
in countries governed by Sharia Law, the
Islamic legal system. Sharia law, among
other things, allows polygamy and restricts
the rights of women, rules that would
directly clash with those of western society.
In one specific case, a male migrant even
spoke to a New York Times reporter about
his hopes of bringing his two wives into
Europe with him in the future. Of course,
not all of the migrants entering Europe
are strict followers of Sharia Law, but their
numbers are great enough to cause an
enormous cultural clash within Europe.
As the future generation of policymakers
and citizens, we must understand the pros
and cons of unregulated immigration. All
nations have a cohesive cultural identity
that must be protected. Likewise, we know
by now how social welfare programs can be
stretched to push and exceed their limits,
in a detrimental fashion. Because of this,
we must understand and respect that in
some situations, giving aid may result in
only exacerbating the problem rather than
alleviating it, a resolution that will only
strengthen in the coming years.

agreed to harbor 500,000 refugees, this offer
is accompanied by meager numbers from
Britain and France. And though all members
of the European Union have received
asylum applications, most are unwilling to
offer further assistance. Naturally, they do
not feel in any way responsible for the state
of these refugees, and thus do not want to
bear the consequences.
As if the deaths of 250,000 Syrians were
not enough to warrant any humanitarian aid,
over half of the migrants seeking refuge in
neighboring states over Europe are children.
Even non-theists are in support of Pope
Francis’s call to treat the Syrians with
dignity and understanding. In

Bound to Backfire
By CHRISTOPHER XIE, political columnist
WHAT DO YOU DO when you are
confronted with millions of refugees who
want, or possibly desperately need, your
help? That is the crisis that the nations in
Europe are facing right now. Over the last
few years, the Middle East, namely Iraq,
Syria, and Afghanistan, has been torn
apart by conflicts. Consequently, millions
of refugees have fled towards western and
central Europe, inundating the nations
there. Despite the plight of these refugees,
the European Union cannot and should not
allow them to pass their borders. Western
countries have neither the resources nor
the capability to assist and support so many
refugees. Likewise, such large numbers
of refugees will inevitably be unable to
assimilate into western society, creating
enormous social, political, and financial
problems.
Before we can judge the overall situation,
we must first look at the underlying motives
of these refugees. A refugee, as defined
by the United Nations, is someone fleeing
persecution or war. Most of the people
fleeing the wars in Syria and Iraq initially fit
this description. However, many of these
so-called “refugees” have already passed
by safe countries such as Turkey, Lebanon,
and Jordan, where settlement was also
possible. Instead of doing settling within
these countries, these “refugees” paid up to
tens of thousands of dollars to smugglers
to be transported deeper into Europe, where
they hoped to reach countries like Germany
and Sweden, nations that provide extremely
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Mirror,
Mirror
By HELENA WU, columnist
IT’S A CYCLE as predictable as clockwork.
You wake up in the morning, groggy and
disoriented. The alarm vibrates near you in
an aggravated, staccato drone. But through
the haze, one primitive, inexorable impulse
beckons persistently: go look in the mirror—
now. Every day you automatically obey the
command, and you have done so for so
long that the mirror check ritual is almost
perfunctory. It doesn’t end there, though,
not by a long shot. Throughout the day, you
will most likely continue to monitor your
appearance via any reflective surface you can
find. Bathroom mirrors, iPhone cameras,
and scientific calculators all become devices
to inflate your vanity.
Caring about how you look is completely
normal, a habit that is ingrained into our
psyche by our culture, in a world of first
impressions and flashing glances. After
all, it just wouldn’t do to be unkempt; you
wouldn’t want people to believe that your
personality might be just as unattractive.
As with everything else, though, there is an
almost indistinctive border between what is
worthwhile and what is excessive. If you find
yourself longing for a mirror in the middle
of class, that might be a sign that your selfworth relies on your physical appearance a
little too much. There is a difference between
using the mirror and letting it use you. It is
incredibly easy to fall into the latter trap.
Whenever we consider an item a necessity
or repeat a behavior religiously, there is an
opportunity to learn about ourselves by
examining our actions. What are our internal
and external motivations? How are we
engaging in the activity, and what benefit are
we deriving? Unless you’re spiffing up for a
college interview or an event that is equally
as momentous, excessively preening in the
mirror soon becomes nonproductive. No
matter what, a mirror is an external object
with no inherent value other than what you
see in it. Invest too much in a piece of glass,
and it becomes a crutch.
There is an easy way to prove how much
the mirror matters to you: go without it,
for as many days as you can manage. At the
end of the first day, you may find yourself
instinctively walking into the bathroom, not
because nature is calling, but because the
mirror is. Even forgoing your cell phone
might not be as difficult a task, especially
if you use your cell phone camera mainly
to check your hair. If you balk at this idea
at first glance, it is proof that such an
experiment is all the more worth it. We
only truly comprehend the importance
something holds when it is taken away from
us. Chances are that the absence will feel
unbearable at first, but you will soon find
new perspectives to reward your endurance.
There is more room for risk-taking and
independence—and yes, even happiness—
when grooming yourself is not a priority.
There is freedom when you stop holding
yourself to such a high, sometimes stressinducing standard over something ephemeral
like appearance—but it is a freedom that not
many are willing to explore, whether out of
fear or stubbornness.
Can you last one or two days without
looking at yourself in a mirror, cell phone
camera, or car window? How about five, ten,
or eleven days? Your self-care doesn’t have
to stop; you could easily primp and prep
through your usual routine, but without the
feedback mirrors provide. This way, there is
no affirmation for external attributes, but
maybe that’s for the better. Perhaps needing
validation for outside appearances is simply
a sign that there is no acceptance of what
is inside.
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You Know You Go To JP When...

…no matter what day of the year you wear
an Odyssey of the Mind shirt, you end up
twinning with someone.
…everyone comes back to school 50 shades
tanner…
...not from summer vacation, but from
marching band.
…nobody wants to play in the PARCC…
…because everyone is too upSAT.
…you’re forced to dress decently because
the apparel you ordered from ten different
clubs hasn’t arrived yet.
…the pictures for September Seniors of
the Month go up in June.
…you forget your individual login…

…but you can’t log onto a computer to
check it.
…fundraising at the beginning of the year
is difficult because you’re too scared to ask
your new teachers to buy oranges…
…but you hope they like you by the time
cheesecake sales come around.
…more people are talking about the TI-84
Plus CE than are about the iPhone 6s.
…the counseling department has a Twitter
page.
…you find out that your best friend is in
the Republican elections…
…running as Donald Trump for Model
UN.

…people are laughing in the hallways, but
hurricanes are no Joaquin matter!
…you won’t ever see bullies shoving victims
in lockers…
…because no one is able to fit into the new
half-sized ones.
…you can’t tell if someone’s trying out
a new yoga pose or just trying to get
cellphone signal.
…sprinting through the hallways makes you
wonder why gym class is necessary.
…the most popular clothing brand in
school is CustomInk.
…you get your daily weather report as you
run from the A-wing to the cafeteria.

…you consider writing to Congress about
selling Gertrude Hawk Chocolate and JP
apparel to get rid of the national debt.
…you think twice before acting, three times
before posting something on social media,
and four times before publishing a YKYG.
…funds for the greenhouse could have
been raised overnight if the school had
charged an admission fee for the Club Fair.
…you buy five bars of chocolate each from
the first few people you see, only to find out
the next day that you have to sell over 200.
By HARSHITA JAIN and
VERONICA MELIKSETIAN, sophomores,
and ARJUN GOURISHETTY, senior

HawkWhy: The Inside Scoop on College Apps
HOW DO I GO ABOUT APPLYING TO
COLLEGE?

Ah, college. What a great source of
confusion. Even underclassmen not
currently involved in the application frenzy
know what a burden this question can be.
In a nutshell, going to college means
going to a strange new place with strange
people, living on your own for the first
time, and learning the imperative job and
life skills that you will need to survive as
an adult. You, as a fresh-faced 17-year-old,
must decide which university you want to
attend—and be excited about your decision.
The first step in your application process
is to envision your ideal college experience.
I’m sure you have been able to conjure up
a dream school based on college brochures.
Your picture of your dream school most
likely includes kids wearing flashy school
apparel with their backpacks casually swung
over their shoulders, hanging out on the

quad playing hacky sack, or having a great
time studying. College is obviously
all smiles and sunshine, right?
Keep in mind that these
college brochures are merely
advertisements: not all
colleges are filled
with
bright,
attractive,
starry-eyed
students.
However,
your dream
school is out
there; all you
have to do is
go through
a
vigorous
application process
and find out if it wants
you back.
While considering your dream
school, don’t forget that half of its appeal

comes from its name. You either
want to pick a namebrand college, or choose
a school with a fancysounding name that people
will assume is a good
university
(simply
to avoid the
embarrassment
of
having
never heard
of the esteemed
Northern Aubergine
University
of
Southern New
Hampshire).
To get into
these fancy-name
colleges, you need
to write a dynamic
essay. You have to
write something brilliant,
philosophical, poignant,

philosophical again, and cryptically symbolic.
If your essay doesn’t win you a Pulitzer
Prize, then you’re doing something wrong.
Beyond the essay, your application must
prove that you are the ultimate Renaissance
student. In addition to being a brilliant
writer, you should be the captain of a sports
team, a budding mathematician, or a mad
scientist (either is acceptable, but being both
is preferred), the president of an honor
society, and a thespian able to play all the
parts in a musical at once. This is called
being “well-rounded”; the sharp edges of
focused talent frighten admissions officers.
So I wish you luck on your college
applications and your upcoming college
endeavors. If it turns out you don’t love
that prestigious dream school you applied
to, transferring is always an option—for
failures. Why can’t you figure out exactly
what you want to do with the rest of your
life at 17 years old? Gosh.
— HawkWhy

A Midsummer Day’s Adventures
By VICTORIA CHANDRA, senior

many students embarked upon adventures close to home and
around the world. Along the way, they participated in amazing activities. These
students have shared with us their memorable stories.

AFTER SCHOOL ENDED,

I went white water rafting for the
first time with my family friends.
The instructor said he would
guide us through the rapids; all
we had to do was row in sync.
We managed to do so for a
while, but once we started hitting
the rougher waters, everyone
panicked, and we ended up falling
into the rapids.
— Gloria Paulose, senior
I spent my summer doing research
at Columbia University. One day,
I spilled liquid nitrogen all over
the medical center lobby; the
main entrance was closed for 2
hours. Everyone was confused and
irritated, but it wasn’t really my
fault. No one got hurt, so I was
okay with the situation. Also, the
liquid nitrogen looked pretty cool.
— Parth Patel, senior

I was on a 14-hour flight and
naturally, I was tired, so I tried to
take a nap. I felt my mom wriggle
away from me when I tried to use
her shoulder as a headrest; I latched
onto her tightly—after all, she’s my
mother. I woke up with a start when I
heard my mom calling my name, not
from below my head, but from my
other side. To my shock, I had been
sleeping comfortably on a middleaged man’s shoulder.
— Victoria Chandra, senior
I attended the Cooper Union
STEM Summer Program, and
the television show Elementary
was there filming scenes. I almost
collided into Jonny Lee Miller
while on my phone. If the scenes
air, you might be able to see a
group of kids freaking out in the
background.
— Cheryl Chang, senior

One night, my family and I went
out to Dominos, and I wrapped my
retainers up in a tissue. After we
finished eating I threw out all of our
trash (tissues included) and left. After
I figured out what had happened, my
brother and I ran all the way back
to Dominos. I told the employees
about my retainers, and they ended up
cleaning out their whole trash bin to
find them!
— Krisha Patel, freshman
I almost electrocuted
myself while getting
CPR certified.
— Zenobia Tamboly,
senior

Aneesh was walking
down the street, and
he got egged.
— Aaron John,
senior

The Golden Guide to Productivity

By AKSHATA SHUKLA, freshman
FOR YEARS, high schoolers have tried in vain to attain “productivity.” Many students struggle to
reach this elusive status, losing themselves in the incomprehensible depths of the Internet with no luck
in finding this so-called “productivity.” The insanity that follows is inevitable and is the leading cause
of CETE (Cramming on Every Test Ever) Disease. If you follow my advice, I can guarantee you will
become a better time manager and a more productive person.

Clear Your Mind
First, you must create the right ambience. Construct an elaborate setup of scented candles and live
violin music. For enhanced results, purchase and install a fully-functioning luxury Jacuzzi. You will begin
to ooze a productive spirit as you lay in the gentle hot water and let the soothing notes surround you.
When you emerge two hours later, your body will have unwound and will be prepared to hunch over
your desk for the rest of the night. If your parents object to your new routine, just ignore them—you
don’t need that kind of negativity.
Clear Your Area of Distractions
Start off by setting up an intricate passcode system for all of your electronic devices. Use all of
your computer programming knowledge to make sure you cannot access your social media and texting
accounts (coding encrypted digital locks is the best method). If you don’t know how to establish a
security wall on your phone, I recommend you immediately enroll in a college-level programming class
or hire a professional to help you do so. Sacrifices are essential for success in this endeavor, and by
taking these precautionary steps, you will have an advantage over your peers when it comes to working
efficiently.
Make Sure You Are Not Hungry
No one can work well on an empty stomach. Prepare a snack that is well-balanced, healthy, and
creative. For the best results, watch a 60-minute cooking tutorial on the Food Network. If you’re missing
anything, take a trip to the nearest gourmet store and stock up. Do not rush the cooking procedure;
remember, productive people strive for nothing less than excellence. When your food is ready, grab your
utensils and begin feasting!
Make Sure You Are Well Rested
By now, you may feel fatigued because of all your other preparatory efforts. Any such lethargy is,
without a doubt, unacceptable. To make the most out of your time, rejuvenate yourself with a brief nap.
After all, how can you expect to perform at your highest level with bags underneath your eyes? If you
have trouble sleeping earlier than 11 p.m., you must remove all outside disturbances that might disrupt
your sleep. Craft your own handmade sleeping mask (silk only), or take it a step further and cover your
windows with black cloth to prevent moonlight from streaming in.

Study Hall: A Blank Canvas
By KYLEN BAO, freshman
STUDY HALL: (N.) the one thing you love more than butter pecan ice cream and no-homework days.

In this fast-paced, whizzing world of high school, study hall is a 42-minute idyllic retreat where you can
frantically cram for your next test, complete yesterday’s homework, or curl up for a mid-day siesta. People often
assume that study hall is a class in itself, only meant for studying or making up tests. However, if you identify
yourself as one of these people, you are sadly misinformed.
Above all else, study hall is a prime opportunity to further your education. For instance, many people have
trouble deciphering and memorizing the intricate laws of physics. Study hall gives you the chance to take a more
hands-on approach to learning Newton’s Laws of Motion. Instead of staring hopelessly at the 1051 pages of
Giancoli’s AP Edition physics book, try making 1051 paper airplanes and flying them across the room. This
experience will not only help you gain a deeper understanding of the laws of physics, but will also make the
concepts more memorable. With any luck, you should be able to gather enough data to derive the fundamental laws
of physics yourself. For an additional challenge, make slight changes to your airplanes and observe the resulting
effects. Rip off some of the wings. Fold a paper airplane into a paper ball. Pour some water over another plane
until it is fully soaked. Do your planes fly as well as they did before? If so, publish your findings—you’ll be featured
in Popular Science the following week, guaranteed.
Learning in study hall is not limited to the sciences. For all of you artists out there who are looking to go above
and beyond, grab a paintbrush and get your creative juices flowing. Borrow some paint from the art room (with
permission, of course), select your favorite colors, and swirl everything together on a nice, big palette (if one is not
available, simply use a desk). Use the room’s walls as your canvas, and begin your undertaking. To complete your
work, you can use paintbrushes, your fingers, or your toes to paint whatever you wish. If you’re experiencing artist’s
block, try using finger paints to coat an entire wall in a bold, bright pink, or start slapping paint on the walls until
you discover a new form of art. But most importantly, be random. In the end, your painting will be heralded as the
next great abstract masterpiece.
Having mastered the arts and sciences, you can move onto the world, or rather, the way the world is governed.
Governments are, understandably, difficult to comprehend; not only do you have to know what systems were
established in which places, but you also have to understand the advantages and disadvantages of each form
of government. Instead of trying to memorize all of these aspects, create your own government and analyze
the difficulties you encounter as you build your empire. Unite your classmates against the evils of dictatorship,
and attempt to overthrow your study hall teacher when he or she gets back from the bathroom. Once you have
successfully staged a coup, you must focus on the social and economic aspects of your new society. Be sure to set up
a stable social hierarchy (with yourself at top) and currency (college-ruled paper should do). Establish good relations
with the room next door; if its students are hostile, deploy your subjects to expand your borders. If you’re feeling
tired, you can also just sit around, sip coffee, and call yourself Congress.
Study hall is the ideal place for you to physically experience what you learn in class, rather than labor over pages of
terms you have to memorize for that quiz you have on Tuesday. Ditch those antiquated flashcards and do something
fun. Design the world’s most aerodynamic paper airplane. Paint an elephant-sized kitty. Declare war on your enemies
across the hall. The possibilities are endless.

Survival 101:
JP Edition
As summer vacation ends and the school year
begins, many students find themselves lost
in the currents of high school, struggling to
make the most of their time. Underclassmen
devote hours to learning the tricks that keep
the upperclassmen afloat. Join us as we
reminisce about our summer adventures and
prepare for the arduous year ahead.

Now you are ready to experience the world through a different perspective. Following these steps
will release your inner worker. By the time you begin studying, it should be about 1 a.m. But fear not,
because rather than spending the previous day wasting time, you spent it preparing your mind for the
next crucial few hours of the early morning.

Centerfold Design by Jessica Xu
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Welcoming Our New Teachers

AARUSHI GOVIL

MR. REID is very excited to share his
passion for health and physical education
with the JP family. He grew up with a large
family of seven in San Diego, California.
From a young age, Mr. Reid frequently
played sports such as basketball, frisbee,
and football with his family; he quickly
developed a passion for fitness and the
outdoors. After attending high school, he
joined the United States Military, where he
first had the opportunity to teach his own
classes. After falling in love with teaching,
Mr. Reid pursued a teaching degree at

Rowan University. He has taught all grade
levels from kindergarten to 12th grade in
his teaching career thus far, and has coached
wrestling, baseball, softball, and basketball.
Mr. Reid has also had the wonderful
opportunity to work as the sports director
at several summer camps in New Jersey. He
believes that by incorporating a healthy and
active lifestyle into our daily routines, we can
positively affect every facet of our lives. Mr.
Reid cannot wait to see both himself and
his students achieve their fullest potential.

AARUSHI GOVIL

MRS. NEE is the newest arrival to JP’s
zany (to say the least), science department.
Formerly a life sciences teacher at Woodrow
Wilson Middle School, Mrs. Nee decided
that she wanted to teach at the high-school
level and made the switch to JP. At only 12
years old, Mrs. Nee found a love for science,
specifically biology and life science; she
decided to pursue a career teaching what she
loved. Paying her own way through college,
Mrs. Nee received a degree in biochemistry.
Upon graduating, Mrs. Nee took an industrial
job in analytical science. After having her

children, she decided to apply for certification
to teach biology. While at Woodrow Wilson,
Mrs. Nee started an outdoor classroom
to promote interactive learning with the
environment. As an environmental science
teacher at JP, Mrs. Nee teaches many of
the freshmen. With years of teaching
expertise under her belt, she says that the
most helpful tip she can give to a busy highschooler is “plan your work, don’t work your
plan,” reminding students to manage their
time wisely and adhere to their schedules.

THE HAWKEYE

AARUSHI GOVIL

THE HAWKEYE

AARUSHI GOVIL

MS. ULLRICH is the latest addition to the
physical education family at JP and is also
the new freshman girls basketball coach
for the coming winter season. Growing
up, she played a variety of sports including
volleyball, soccer, basketball, and softball,
which she continued into her college career.
She graduated from The College of New
Jersey with a Bachelor of Sciences degree
in Health and Exercise Science. During that
time, she expressed her passion for athletics
by volunteering at the Special Olympics
in a facility in Lawrenceville, NJ from her

By ROHAN MEKALA, sophomore

sophomore year to until she graduated.
Later, seeing the time and effort her
coaches dedicated to her own athletic career,
she decided to become a coach herself.
When given the opportunity to teach at JP
Stevens, she was excited to receive the chance
to tackle the rewarding and challenging
experience, regarding the endeavor as an
adventure. In class, she pushes her students
to a high standard, trying to teach them that
if they put in the time and hard work, they
can achieve anything they set their minds to.
By LEKHYA KOLLU, freshman

she says, “I want my students to have that
‘Aha!’ moment!” Critical thinking is the main
skill she tries to emphasize in her classes,
in the hope that “students learn to interact
with the world like scientists.” In addition to
teaching, she is currently the class advisor
of the Class of 2018. Ms. Boff enjoys not
only teaching science, but also traveling,
crocheting, and upcycling, a unique hobby
in which old products are creatively recycled.
In high school, she also played french
horn as a marching band section leader.

MR. MILTON, a new paraprofessional at JP

carrying the student’s books and directing
him through the hallways. Though catering
to someone’s everyday needs can become
an overwhelming task, this responsibility is
never a burden for Mr. Milton. The joy of
the job comes from the student himself:
despite the student’s handicap and the
difficulties he faces, he is kind to everyone
and works diligently in his classes. Mr.
Milton is a huge sports fan, and he enjoys
participating in triathlons. As a JP Stevens
alumnus, Mr. Milton says it is good to come
back and continue working at his high school.

MS. MAY, the newest addition to JP’s
technology education department, has
always held an interest in the art of
building and crafting. She fostered this
interest as an architecture major at Drexel
University, where she was able to work
with major architecture firms while still
attending college. By merging her passion
for architecture with her love for travelling,
she was able to study architecture abroad in
Rome and Bosnia. Having the opportunity
to teach architecture and woodshop is a
valuable experience for Ms. May as she is
able to relay this childhood passion to her
students. Along with teaching Wood and

By CHIRAG GURUKIRAN, senior

By NEHA CHOUDHARI, freshman

By KELLY CHEN, sophomore

Materials Processing Tech courses, Ms. May
also instructs the Architectural Drawing and
Engineering Design and Drawing classes.
Through her class, she aspires to incorporate
her extensive knowledge of Architecture and
Design to instill the idea within her students
that the fundamentals of architecture may
be used for a wide variety of career options,
some they may not even be aware of. She
wants to remind students to embrace the
vast majority of classes that are available
to them at JP along with their dedicated
teachers. She advises, “Gather as much
knowledge as you can and keep thinking!”
By JILL PATEL, senior
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Teacher Interviews, contd.
MRS. SILBERBERG is especially eager to

be a college counselor at JP Stevens. After
earning a bachelor’s degree in political science,
Mrs. Silberberg went on to obtain a master’s
degree in school counseling at Montclair
State University. As a counselor, she helps
students recognize colleges and career paths
that may suit them. She finds her current job
at JP particularly intriguing because she likes
to hear students’ points of view and learn
what “makes each student unique.” She also
reviews students’ essays and assists students
in understanding financial aid. It brings Mrs.

By KELLY YU, junior

MS. BOFF, a new environmental science
teacher, recently joined the JP community.
Born and raised in Piscataway, Ms. Boff
has lived in New Jersey her whole life.
After graduating from Piscataway High
School in 2010 and Rider University in
2014, where she majored in geosciences
and secondary education, she decided to
pursue her dream of becoming a science
educator. She was originally a long-term
substitute but was recently hired as a fulltime high school teacher. Hoping to share
her interests in paleontology and geology,

Stevens, graduated with a bachelor’s degree
in sociology from Kean University. After
graduating, Mr. Milton has held numerous
jobs in the Edison district, including
being a cameraman for the Edison TV
channel. He especially enjoys working as a
paraprofessional because of the student he
works with every day. He and the student have
worked together for four years, ever since the
student attended Woodrow Wilson Middle
School. Every day, Mr. Milton makes sure
that the student has a safe and fulfilling time
at school. Mr. Milton’s everyday tasks include

Losing Our Voice
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Silberberg pleasure to help students who are
enthusiastic but unsure about their futures.
She advocates mental wellness because she
believes in “putting your best self out there,”
applying this mentality to her counseling
by ensuring her students reach their full
potential. Mrs. Silberberg also loves to
help organize youth social events. For Mrs.
Silberberg, helping others is both a career
and a passion. She looks forward to meeting
more students at JP and encouraging
students to be as successful as possible.
By KELLY CHEN, sophomore

AARUSHI GOVIL

THE HAWKEYE

MR. JONATHAN MESZAROS, the JP
Choral Director for the past seven years,
has spent much of his life as a Hawk.
Under his instruction, the JP Choir has
earned over fifty regional and national
awards since 2008. Unfortunately, Mr.
Meszaros will be leaving JP and moving to
Virginia this year. His absence will affect
our school greatly, as the music department
will have lost one of its most distinguished
members. In the few weeks before his
departure, Mr. Meszaros shared some of his
experiences and insights with The Hawkeye.
“I made the decision to study music
in college after a fantastic experience I
had during one summer in high school,”
remarked Mr. Meszaros, when asked about
his inspiration to pursue choir. “I attended
The Governor's School of the Arts, which
was held at The College of New Jersey for
one month during the summer between
my junior and senior year of high school.
Unfortunately, this program is no longer
around due to budget cuts, but it led me to
choose my career path. I had an amazing time
making some beautiful music with some of
the best people I have ever known—several
of whom are my best friends still to this day.”
This love for music, which led him to
pursue choir professionally, also allowed him
the opportunity to teach. “I hope that my
students have learned much from me, so I
can't pick out one idea that I feel is the most
important,” he continued, discussing the
concepts taught in the classroom and on
stage. “I do hope that each student has taken
at least one ‘big’ idea or lesson, but that may
be different from one student to the next.”
While Mr. Meszaros’ lessons have proved
invaluable to his students, he has learned
a thing or two from them as well. “The
students here at JP have taught me that even
the simplest thing can make the biggest
difference to someone else, and that in turn
can inspire something even greater. I have
enjoyed too many aspects of life in JP to list
or pick out one as the most enjoyable,” he
elaborated, “but I'd say that every day I wake
up and love coming to JP and working with
everyone here. It's the people that I will miss
the most, and the spirit that embodies this
community as a result of every person here.”
His most memorable experiences at JP
were characterized by musical harmony
and unity. “I have had a number of
transformative experiences here throughout
the years, but each year there always seems
to come a time when I'm working with
the choir students, and in that moment,
whether it happens during class, rehearsal,
or a performance, we feel as one.”
Mr. Meszaros’ parting words of advice to
us, no doubt borne from his experiences as a
student and teacher, were as follows: “With
anything, whether in JP, college, or out in the
real world, you will get back what you give, so
give all you have and you will never regret it.”

MS. VACCA joined the JP Spanish
Department to teach students not only
the Spanish language, but also Hispanic
culture. She graduated from Kean University
with a bachelor’s degree in Spanish and a
teacher certification. Ms. Vacca is a huge
fan of salsa music and loves playing it for
her classes so that they can fully experience
Hispanic culture. Ms. Vacca is generally
a brave individual who likes pursuing
adventurous endeavors such as zip-lining
and participating in the Dare Devil Dive
at Six Flags Great Adventure. Despite her

fearless character, she admitted that she
was slightly nervous about teaching high
schoolers since she had only taught second
graders before. After meeting the supportive
staff and realizing that the students at JP
Stevens are dedicated and caring, she found
that she enjoys teaching both second graders
and high schoolers equally because she can
relate to each of them differently. Overall,
she is very optimistic about her career at
JP Stevens and wants her students to know
that she will always be there to help them.

MRS. NADEL became a college counselor
because she wanted to help students
determine their futures. Her position was
created to provide students an additional
source of advice regarding college
applications. She works with seniors to
create post-graduation plans and determine
potential colleges. Mrs. Nadel was not always
a college counselor, but after a friend of hers
passed a counseling job down to her, she fell
in love with helping others. For the last few
years, Mrs. Nadel has held jobs at colleges,

but she believes high schoolers will be a
welcoming change. After her first month at
JP Stevens, she says, “While it’s difficult for
me to get accustomed to JP, the people are
friendly and dedicated.” When not counseling
students, Mrs. Nadel is an avid traveler, and
has already visited Europe, Mexico, and the
Carribean. Meanwhile, as this is her first
year back in a high school environment,
Mrs. Nadel is eager to familiarize
herself with the JP Stevens community.

MS. WHITE, a new paraprofessional at
JP Stevens, is no novice in the field of
education. After studying public relations
communication and education at Rutgers
University, she worked in the North
Brunswick school district for ten years
before transferring to a preschool and
kindergarten class in Princeton. After a year,
she decided that she preferred working with
older students, so she transferred to John
Adams Middle School, where she assisted
an eighth-grade student in his classes
throughout the day. Ms. White is still working
with that student, who is now a freshman

at JP Stevens, and continues to assist him
and his classmates throughout the day.
In her free time, Ms. White enjoys adding
to her extensive sneaker collection,
participating in extreme outdoor sports
including ziplining and whitewater rafting,
and spending time with her dog. Ms.
White loves JP Stevens because "it feels
like a community, and there is a sense of
family here that [she] didn't really feel at
[her] high school." She deeply appreciates
the school spirit and the friendliness
among all the students and faculty.

MR. CASHIN was inspired to teach by the
memorable and supportive teachers he had
when he was a student. After graduating
from Cherokee High School in southern
New Jersey, he pursued a Bachelor of Arts
in English and a Masters in Secondary
Education at Rutgers University. Mr. Cashin
recognizes that the impact teachers can have
on their students extends far beyond the
classroom and wants to provide the same
platform and opportunities for success that
his teachers gave him to his own students.
Excited about his new job at JP, Mr. Cashin
says, “JP Stevens is a wonderful community

of both students and staff members, and
I am very lucky to start my career here. It
is great that they are always supporting
me.” As an English teacher, Mr. Cashin
feels English is a subject that applies to
every career path. Outside of school, his
hobbies include playing soccer, listening
to music, attending concerts, and running.
Ultimately, Mr. Cashin hopes to encourage
his students to stand up for what they
believe in, take joy in what they do, and in
the words of his favorite quote, read by Pope
Francis, “Have the courage to be happy.”

MR. GEORGE never expected to be a high
school teacher. Initially, Mr. George pursued
a career in the Marines but had to fulfill
the requirement of obtaining a college
degree, leading him to major in Social
Sciences and minor in Secondary Education.
Although he served in the Marines for six
years, he decided that the career path was
not what he wanted to do, stating, “It was
a very satisfying time, however, the job did
not lead me in the direction I wanted to
go.” Subsequently, he managed a trucking
company but was not satisfied with the work.
Mr. George then used his teaching degree

at John Adams Middle School, where he
taught for over 20 years. Now, Mr. George
not only teaches, but also works to complete
his Masters in Homeland Security and serves
as a member of the Air National Guard. In
his free time, Mr. George enjoys gardening,
hunting, and running. Mr. George hopes to
instill a sense of civic responsibility in his
students and encourage them to put effort
into everything they do. He noted, “It was a
little bit intimidating to come to JP Stevens,
and it takes a while getting used to teaching
older kids but it’s been worthwhile.”

By ANDREA QUISPE, sophomore
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By DEBISHA DEY, junior
TO WELCOME the incoming students
to JP Stevens, the H.A.W.K.S. (Helping
Another Wonderful Kid Succeed) hosted its
freshman orientation on August 27. Every
year, the H.A.W.K.S. help incoming students
adjust to the new school setting. By meeting
their new classmates, learning about the
school itself, and finding their new classes,
the freshmen learned what it took to start
their high school career on the right foot.
This event could not have been as successful
without the teamwork and diligent efforts
of students and faculty members. “About a
hundred students and teachers volunteered
to cut their summer short in order to
help the freshmen adjust to high school.”
Mr. Glassberg, one of the advisors of
H.A.W.K.S. stated. “Freshmen orientation
is my favorite day of the year because it
represents the best of what JP is all about.”
Even though these freshmen were still
on their “summer sleep schedules,” there
was not a single yawn in the auditorium
once the band started playing its fight song.
Ms. Pawlikowski then entered to give them
a warm welcome to JP and encouraged
the freshmen to own every second of
every day, as high school goes by quickly.
Matt Bellace, a motivational speaker
and stand-up comedian, then began to
talk and discuss his book, A Better High,
which promotes healthy ways to stay
positive, like laughing, playing sports, and
having hobbies, instead of taking drugs.
The freshmen were thoroughly entertained
by Dr. Bellace’s presentation, and soon after
its conclusion, they met their homeroom
representatives in their future homerooms.
Presenters from H.A.W.K.S. taught them
about basic school rules, the advantages
of the library, ways to manage time wisely,
and other helpful tips. Freshman Hardik
Veguru commented, “In middle school, we
did not need to focus as much on school,
but by going to each classroom, I was able to
learn about ways to do the best I can here.”
In their assigned homerooms, the students,
with the help of their representatives,
received their locks, lockers, and planners
before they were allowed to roam the
hallways and become accustomed to the
school that would become part of their
everyday routines. With the help of the
H.A.W.K.S. members and faculty, the
freshmen walked to each of their classes,
realizing that it would take careful planning
to reach each class without being late. Junior
H.A.W.K.S. member Nidhi Singh stated, “To
be honest, it felt great to help the freshmen
out. As the day went on, I realized that by
helping the underclassmen, I could help them
with lessons I had to learn the hard way.”
Senior Pallab Paul, president of
H.A.W.K.S., was impressed by the outcome
of the event. He stated, “Though it was hectic
at times with a few lost freshman wandering
the halls, the H.A.W.K.S. members constantly
impressed me with how helpful they were
when it came to leading the freshmen." The
freshmen definitely ended the day with an
optimistic outlook and were prepared to
start the year with their best foot forward.
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Club Fair: Finding Friendship and Passion
By GRACE WU, junior
THE TEMPERATURE of

the cafeteria
skyrocketed almost as fast as club
membership did on October 7, as students
crowded around stands set up by various
clubs. Encouraged by upbeat music,
students and advisors scrambled to make
their tables presentable. All around the
cafeteria, students could be seen collecting
pamphlets, bending over tables scribbling
down email addresses, or furiously typing
away at keyboards. Booth operators stood
on top of chairs, waving posters and yelling
to attract attention. This was the annual
Club Fair, the biggest event for club officers
to recruit new members.
Only once a year would the members
of the S.W.A.T. (Student Weight Room
Advisory Team) display a collection of

Elections, contd.

passed from class to class, while a portrait of
Paula Deen with the caption, “You BUTTER
be voting Lopez for prez” stood out; it was
clear the elections were approaching. “Each
poster reflected the candidates’ personalities,
which influenced our decisions,” explained
freshman Neha Choudhari.
All freshmen then gathered in the
auditorium for the speeches. Before the first
speech began, Student Council President,
junior Kyle Gordon, explained how the
speeches would proceed—one minute
would be given to the treasurer, secretary,
and vice president candidates, and two
minutes to presidential candidates.
Rida Javed, running for treasurer,
kicked off her speech by donning a pair
of dollar sign-shaped glasses, showing her
commitment to the position. Roshan Setlur

weights alongside the posters of the Straight
and Gay Alliance booth. Across from both
clubs stood the Hindi Honor Society stand,
which strives to promote appreciation of the
Hindi culture. Popular clubs, such as Model
UN, were clearly experienced at advertising
their organization, with representatives
dressed formally. Meanwhile, new clubs like
the Yoga Club, which hopes to help students
find peace in the midst of high school chaos,
presented professionally as well. Senior
Kasia Kumor remarked, “I was surprised
at how much I learned from the Club Fair.
I’ve been at JP for three years and yet I still
signed up for the ski club—something I
never even knew existed until now.” Outside
of the cafeteria, Students for Environmental
Awareness (SEA) recruited new members
by asking attendees to pose for photos with
their faces in the holes of tree cutouts.

Many clubs sent out executive board
members to hand out flyers, advertising
the opportunities it had to offer. Physics
teacher Mr. Mayes was seen standing
on a table, offering electrically charged
“fistbumps” to curious students using an
electrostatic generator, drawing an eager
crowd. Sophomore Iris Tu thought “it was
remarkable to see so many students so
passionate about their clubs, making posters
and brochures in the weeks before the fair to
grab people’s attention.”
Mrs. Pittenger, the advisor for the
Chemistry Club, described seeing friendships
formed right in front of her stand. “That’s
really the goal: to be able to bring students
together in the most unexpected ways,”
she explained. From community service
organizations such as Key Club to the Chess
Club, there was a club for everyone.

and Arnav Patel followed with similar ideas
to help fundraise, including restaurant dineins and more school dances.
The nominees for secretary, Monica
Ghosal, Scott Karpenos, and Sriyu Gaglani,
proposed events such as movie nights that
would contribute to the class fund.
Vice president candidates Brian DanDing and Karina Melgar then caught the
Class of 2019’s attention with the topics of
food and prom. Brian Dan-Ding suggested
better refreshments at school dances, while
Karina Melgar focused mainly on prom. She
guaranteed, “What makes me different from
other candidates? I plan. And if I get elected,
I will start planning for prom immediately.”
Finally, the presidential candidates took
to the podium with a variety of ideas for
making their class’s high school careers

the best. Ariocie Liang started off by
listing her personal achievements, whereas
Shivam Yadav proposed a class color run
to fundraise for the class. Gabrielle Lopez
closed her speech by asserting that her
passion for Student Council would make her
a great president.
While some regard Student Council
elections as “a popularity contest,” the
candidates and Mr. Baer instead view the
elections as a vital step for creating a great
four years. Mr. Baer is already planning to
aim high with the class council, asserting, “I
am hoping this year’s class representatives
use their drive and creativity to fundraise
enough money to build toward the best
prom possible. With these determined
candidates, I believe the Class of 2019 will
go above and beyond.”
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A Splendid
Social
By OSCAR CHEN, sophomore

ON OCTOBER 1, the Freshmen Social,
organized by Student Council, got off to
a dynamic start with a great turnout. As
some volunteers assembled the freshmen
into groups in the lobby, the students talked
animatedly. Student Council had “done a
lot of different things to plan the social to
make it engaging,” according to junior Kyle
Gordon, president of Student Council.
As the evening progressed, the groups
participated in interactive games such as the
name game and follow the leader. The DJ
created a jovial atmosphere as pop music
blared from the music station at the back of
the cafeteria. Other activities the freshmen
enjoyed were karaoke battles, Knockout, and
Christmas tree decorating. Mr. Baer, Student
Council advisor and organizer of the event,
expressed, “The communication piece at
the heart of the Freshmen Social makes the
event interactive.” He also acknowledged
the increasing participation in the Freshmen
Social. “We love the turnout this year. We
have more this year than we have had any
other year so far.”
After a few icebreakers, different groups
shifted to the cafeteria, where Student
Council had prepared snacks and drinks for
the freshmen. The excitement then reached
its apex as everyone headed back to the gym.
The lights dimmed, and the music station
sent disco lights flying across the ceiling
while the DJ blasted loud music. Several
students burst forth in a display of dancing
to popular songs, encouraging eruption of
cheers from the audience.
The Freshmen Social allowed the newest
members of JP to have an evening of fun
with old friends and potential new friends.
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Homecoming, contd. New Additions, contd.

the dance floor were lanterns decorated with
spades, hearts, diamonds, and clubs.
Attendees sported formal attire, adhering
to the black, red, and white theme. While
some students danced, others enjoyed the
photo-booth, where they could take pictures
with a variety of props. Those who took
a break from dancing headed over to the
refreshments table where snacks and Shirley
Temples were available. While students
enjoyed dancing to their favorite songs with
their friends, the DJ livened the atmosphere
even more by releasing clouds of smoke.
Juniors Meghan Truong and Paul Trivedic
were then crowned homecoming duchess
and duke respectively. The king and queen,
Matthew Flores and Samantha Dzema,
were crowned the following day at the
homecoming football game.
After the crowning, the lights were turned
back off, and couples slow danced to Ed
Sheeran’s “Thinking Out Loud.” The party
then picked up pace again as everyone danced
to a few more upbeat songs. Senior Samika
Parab commented, “My last homecoming
dance was absolutely a memorable event. I
had fun dancing and taking pictures with all

JP Day, contd.
science trivia game. Students completed a
forensics-style puzzle piecing contest, and
the Art Club ran a station in which members
transformed hand prints into creative animal
designs and popular characters.
Furthermore, there were many activities in
which students could bring home interesting
handmade products. Interact held a braceletmaking station and Science Honor Society
hosted a popular “gak”-making activity in
which students made slime.
Inside the cafeteria, JPAWS taught

my friends. Overall, it was well-managed and
nicely put together.”
The night certainly would not have been
successful without the planning of the
Student Council executive board. On the
day of the dance, members of the executive
board stayed after school to set up for the
event. Special Events Committee member
senior Riya Juneja explained, “We went
shopping together for supplies and spent
our weekends working on the decorations
and setting up for the dance. We really
BONDed throughout the preparation for
homecoming!”
Student Council members were pleased
with the results. Junior Kyle Gordon,
President of Student Council, remarked,
“This year, our primary goal as Student
Council was to truly unite the entire student
body; we worked hard to listen to our fellow
students’ suggestions, to publicize the
event at school, and to execute our plan to
perfection. All said and done, approximately
700 students attended the dance, a true
testament to the dedication and hard work
of all the members of Student Council and
our JP Stevens Hawks family.”

students how to make a wide variety
of origami animals and planes and also
distributed various types of tattoos and
animal stickers. Next to the JPAWS station,
FBLA held a fundraiser for the “March of
Dimes” charity; members handed out paper
pumpkins and wristbands to those who
donated to March of Dimes, a nonprofit
organization whose mission is to end
premature birth, birth defects, and infant
mortality. In addition to their fundraiser,
FBLA also ran a popular table-tennis station,

170: students in
Spanish Honor Society

95: age of the oldest
jp employee

greenhouse is built, the fundraising team is
looking for donations to buy the items that
will be put inside. Students in the Multiply
Disabled (MD) program will be in charge of
maintenance, while Culinary Arts, Biology,
and Environmental Science classes expect to
have hands-on learning experiences.
The next two drastic changes were
implemented primarily to make more room
for the growing student body. Across from
the greenhouse stands a row of trailers
constructed to accommodate health and
government classes. Complete with air
conditioning and carpets, the trailers
represent a different type of classroom
setting for students of all grade levels. Senior
Sanjna Navashivayam, who has health class

in a trailer classroom this year, commented,
“The JP trailers are well-kept and
sophisticated. It doesn’t feel any different
than having class in the main building.”
Along with the addtional class space, new
lockers have been added along the curve
and throughout the English Wing, and, for
the first time, they are stacked one on top
of another. Many students find that these
lockers are better for storing their books
than the regular ones, an opinion that senior
Jill Patel confirmed. She said, “When I got
assigned one of the new lockers, I wasn’t
exactly happy about it. I thought that having
a locker above or below me could cause a
problem. But, I found that these lockers are
much wider—and much better at containing
my bulky backpack.”
Indeed, the newest additions at JP are
taking both students and staff by surprise.
While some were anticipated and others
were unexpected, all these changes add to
the growth of the school that continues to
evolve. These additions signify the school’s
innovative ways to incorporate new methods
of learning and to accommodate its growing
student body.

where students competed against each other
in competitive, fast-paced rounds of pingpong. A historian of FBLA, junior Tej Sista
remarked, “I’m really glad that I decided to
spend this Saturday at JP Day helping FBLA
raise money for such a wonderful cause. I
also got the chance to hang out with my
friends and promote the March of Dimes
Foundation.”
At the end of the event, the DJ Club
hosted the highly anticipated raffle-drawing
event. Ms. Donna Beresford won the

drawing for a basket filled with gift-cards
and Lily Paris was called to accept her new
plasma television.
Overall, this year’s JP Day successfully
continued the six-year tradition of raising
funds to improve the JP Stevens community.
As Ms. Pawlikowski commented, “JP Day
started as a ‘thank you’ event for everyone
who helped us raise money for the school’s
electric sign. Over time, its purpose has
changed to bring the community together
and give the kids a day of fun.”

AKASH ADANI

New additions include the lockers
along the curve and English Wing.

426: number of
Freshmen who
attended Orientation

86: number of
members in
H.A.W.K.S.

JP by the Numbers
At a Glance
By the 2015-2016 News Editorial Staff

23: students on the
Hawkeye Editorial
Staff

82: number of

5,568: chocolate

cracked tiles in the
hallway

bars sold by FBLA this
year so far

302: number of
unused lockers

474: number
of songs on the
homecoming playlist

28: number of
teachers in the
largest department
(english)
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Setting a Scene
By ERIC LI, sophomore

By ROHAN ROY, junior
WHILE MOST KIDS were lounging at the beach or on the sofa during the
summer, the boys soccer teams were sprinting fifty-yard suicides, running
laps around the track, and completing ball-handling drills to get ready for
the upcoming season. As their season progressed, the Hawks once again
faced frustration and fatigue midway through the fall season in a match
against Piscataway. Though they were down 2-0 at halftime, instead of giving
up, the boys entered the second half ready to make a comeback, the team
relentlessly attacked Piscataway’s defense. Ryan Minor (11) and Paul Trevidic
(11) tied up the score in the last ten minutes and changed the momentum
of the game significantly. With less than five minutes left in overtime, the
Hawks needed one more push past Piscataway’s defense; midfielder Jacob
Hausman (12) lobbed the ball flawlessly to striker Sayak Ghosh (11). With
the game on the line, Sayak blasted the ball past Piscataway’s goalkeeper.
Although the team lost fifteen graduating seniors, they never showed signs
of quitting. After three tough losses against Scotch Plains, East Brunswick,
and Old Bridge, the boys defeated the North Brunswick Raiders behind
Sayak’s two goals. The Hawks have also recorded pivotal wins against rivals
Piscataway and Perth Amboy. Led by captains Alex Corrigan (12), Anthony
Castelo (12), and Paul Trevidic (11), the Hawks have held their ground against
many formidable opponents who had underestimated the Hawks’ potential.
JP has found the back of the net twenty-one times with six different players
scoring this season. Alex Corrigan leads the team with nine goals while Ryan
Minor, who is on the top thirty list for assists in the state, follows with four.
Injuries, on the other hand, have plagued the varsity team ever since the
pre-season scrimmages. Although captains Alex Corrigan and Anthony
Castelo sat out for key games during the season due to serious foot injuries,
the substitutes have been filling in their spots effectively. Parth Patel (11)
has stepped up in the left defender position and prevented multiple goals
in critical games while starters Paul Trevidic, Bret Sklar (12), and Brian Eng
(12) have continued their solid performances in the backfield. In the goal,
Max Glinn (10) has performed very well and is ranked second in the state
with exactly 123 saves. Captain Anthony Castelo reflects back on the season,
saying, “The number of tough games we’ve played in is very high, and
our competition is top-tier. I believe that, considering how
many new varsity players are on the team this year,
we have all become more skilled and
smarter players on the field.”

Synergistic Sisters
By LAUREN TENCZA, senior
MISTY MAY-TREANOR and Kerry Walsh,
Sonny and Cher, Rodgers and Hammerstein.
All three of these famous duos have
dominated their fields—Olympic beach
volleyball, singing, and musical composition,
respectively—because they have worked
together. Likewise, when the Williams
sisters, Venus and Serena, are
on the tennis court,
their
combined
abilities make for a
doubles tennis team
with an unsurpassable strength.
Individually, each sister has
won more than 700 matches,
a feat only a handful of
professional tennis players, both
male and female, have
accomplished. Both sisters
have been playing professionally
for about 20 years; they
turned professional when
they were only 14-yearsold. Venus, the elder of
the two at age 35, has
been ranked number one
in the world three times
by the Women’s Tennis Association
(WTA) and was the first African American
to earn this prestigious title. The title was
well-deserved; Venus won the Gold in
singles tennis in the 2000 Olympics and 22
overall Grand Slam tournaments. Serena,
just fifteen months younger than her sister
at age 33, has accumulated a whopping 36
major titles. Widely recognized as the best

female singles tennis player in the history
of tennis, Serena has been ranked number
one in the world six times by the WTA.
Not many people can return a 129 mph
serve from Venus (Serena can, though;
she has recently proved this multiple times
in heated matches against her sister).
In the 2015 U.S. Open singles quarterfinal,
the two sisters were pitted against each
other for the twenty-seventh time.
Although Serena won the battle,
the two sisters united in the
middle of the court in
an embrace at the
end. This bond has
allowed them to
succeed together
as a doubles team
as well; in total, they
have accumulated
13 Grand Slam
tournament wins
and four Olympic
Gold medals. With
the combination of their
powerful and accurate
shots, Venus’ volley skills,
and Serena’s impressive
backhand, it is no wonder that
they have dominated as a duo.
Many speculate when Venus and Serena
will retire and end their careers, especially
as the sisters continue to age. Whether
or not the Williams sisters continue their
reign over the court or retire, they have
left an indelible mark on women’s tennis
and women across the world who aspire
to be as strong and determined as they are.

ALTHOUGH VOLLEYBALL attracts a smaller crowd than outdoor
sports, the JP Stevens girls volleyball team has just as, if not more,
intense matches. The team began with an impressive blowout victory in
its home opener against North Brunswick. Although it is difficult to
attribute the team’s success to any one player, varsity setter and captain
Sydney Lin (11) has cemented her role as the centerpiece of the offense.
Playing as a varsity setter since her freshman year, Lin has tallied an
impressive 711 assists, 145 service points, and 141 digs in two years. However,
she knows that her role as a setter is far more important than her individual
accomplishments. Lin explains, “It’s said that the setter is the most important
player on the court because she directs the flow of the ball, but we function as a
team; without each other we won’t be able to reach our maximum potential.”
While Lin has been stellar on the court, she has not led the Hawks to their
12-3 record on her own. Co-captains Kayla Smith (12) and Nina Carlsen (12)
lead the team with 104 kills and 51 kills respectively; on the other side of the
ball, libero Michelle Qiou (12) has anchored the Hawks’ defense with 100 digs.
Although some key players from GMC rival Old Bridge graduated last
year, including the 2014 GMC Player of the Year, Old Bridge remained a
formidable foe for the Hawks. In a critical matchup against Old Bridge,
the Lady Hawks found themselves tied after two sets; however, the
Hawks quickly regained their focus and eventually claimed the third,
deciding set, 25-16. Lin dished out 25 assists in the win, and Smith led
the way with 10 kills, the first double-digit kill effort by a single Hawk
this season. Michelle Qiou (12) attributes the team’s success to the
ubiquitous encouragement and undying determination on the court,
saying, “When we support each other the whole way, we never have a bad
game. Volleyball is all about the cheering and keeping each other excited.”
While it is still very early in the 2015 season, it is hard to miss the fact that
every member of the current varsity team besides Lin is a graduating senior.
Although it’s not certain that the team will maintain the same level of success
next season, Coach White looks at the situation with optimism, remarking,
“Unfortunately, you can’t do anything about graduation, but I have faith
that Sydney, as well as the other girls will step up next year and will
be determined to continue our winning tradition.” As the
current team’s time at JP ends, fans can rest assured
that the team will continue to give the rest
of their season their very all.

Crime and Corruption
By KAPIL JAIN, senior
SOCCER UNITES the globe and places
the passion, fervor, and skill of eager
enthusiasts on one battlefield. It is the
most popular sport in the world, with
240 million players and millions of more
followers and fans. However, it has been
scarred by the ugly investigation into the
FIFA Corruption Scandal, which began in
May 2015 when U.S. authorities raided a
luxury hotel in Zurich and arrested seven
FIFA executives. Immediately, the U.S.
Justice Department indicted 14 defendants
who were accused of attempting to receive
bribes from marketing firms in exchange
for exclusive television contracts. Although
FIFA’s former president Sepp Blatter, who
took his position in 1998, always denied
these allegations of corruption, he himself
was also accused of participating in criminal
acts by Swiss prosecutors. Because FIFA
is responsible for running soccer around
the world, its decision to withhold its own
investigation on corruption was baffling.
These allegations cast a dark shadow on the
honesty and integrity of this beloved sport.
The FBI’s investigation has continued
throughout the past few years. The
Department of Justice’s indictment, which
revolves around the use of U.S. banks to
transfer money, claims that the corruption
was planned in the U.S. Blatter’s colleagues
were indicted while Blatter was attacked
by Swiss prosecutors for malfeasance and
misdemeanor. In addition, according to
Swiss prosecutors, Blatter was suspected
of “criminal mismanagement and money

laundering” in a television rights deal he
signed with Time Warner in 2005 and the
disloyal payment of two million Swiss
francs to Platini. Further doubt was cast on
Blatter’s innocence when a South African
newspaper obtained an email, which showed
that Blatter secured the 2010 World Cup in
South Africa for a $10 million bribe from
South African President Jacob Zuma. Chuck
Blazer, a key figure in this investigation,
revealed that he and others agreed to accept
bribes in exchange for allowing South
Africa to host 2010 World Cup and that
one of his conspirators received a bribe
for Morocco to host the 1998 tournament.
After confessing his wrongdoings, Chuck
Blazer was banned from all soccer-related
activity for life. There was more discord
in the international soccer association
when the FIFA secretary general Jerome
Valcke stepped down from his position
amidst allegations of being implicated in a
ticketing scandal. A total of 18 individuals
and two corporations were indicted.
After years of overlooked corruption
scandals enshrouding this popular sport
and FIFA, justice is finally being served,
removing the blemishes on soccer’s name.
Although the FIFA ethic committee doled
out punishments to the wrongdoers by
suspending Blatter, Valcke, and Platini for
90 days, the corruption allegations have
marred FIFA’s reputation. Not only does
FIFA need a respectable and honest leader,
but soccer also needs a new voice. Soccer
needs a leader who is willing to uphold the
integrity of the game and invite competition
from different countries around the world.
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SPORTS

One Hill of a Sport

Tennis
Ace-ing
the Season

By ALISON PARK, freshman

By ALLISON PARK, freshman
By JIGISHA MAVANI, freshman

RAIN OR SHINE, the cross country team sacrificed lazy summer mornings to
train for the upcoming fall season. As the 2015 season progresses, the runners
continue to push themselves to their maximum capabilities as the boys aim to
set new personal records while the girls compete for their second GMC title.
Having already individually medalled in four invitationals—the Battle at
Ocean County Park, the Red Division Championships, the Central Jersey
Shootout, and the Greystone Invitational—the girls cross country team is on
track to another GMC title. Under the sun’s blistering rays or up the infamous
hill at Thompson Park, Brillian Bao (12) is motivated by her coaches’ support,
“They pushed me to see potential within myself, and I learned to rise to
each challenge, trying to run each race better than the last.” Both captains
Brillian Bao and Samantha Anderson (12), as well as Coach Azher, a JP
cross country alumni, pass that constant encouragement and support to the
team. Leading the way for the Lady Hawks this year is Angela Cao (10). Last
year, she led the girls team to its first GMC title, placing tenth in the entire
county. But her success only prompted her to work harder. After a summer
of training, she finished a dual meet against Piscataway in 19 minutes and 40
seconds, one of the fastest girl times in JP history. Angela trains relentlessly
for the upcoming GMCs, hoping to lead her team to another GMC title.
On the flip side, the boys cross country team, led by captains Aaron
John (12), Zoeb Mohammedshah (12), and Aneesh Deshpande (12), has
also performed spectacularly this season. The team medalled in the same
four invitationals and placed first in the Greystone Invitational. Aneesh
Deshpande credits his teammates’ sheer willpower as the main factor of the
team’s successes, remarking, “Cross country is a mental sport in a lot of ways;
if you put your mind to it and get through that pain, you can mentally propel
yourself to a win.” To strengthen the team’s determination for the upcoming
GMCs, Aneesh and his co-captains lead their team through mile repeats, hill
workouts, and distance runs. Because of the team’s impressive season record
so far, the three captains have similarly optimistic outlooks for this season,
strongly believing that their team has the ability to capture its first GMC title.
As the 2015 season winds down, the cross country teams are working
harder than ever to shatter their personal records and prepare for their
upcoming races. With the GMCs looming over the horizon,
the teams continually race against the clock,
striving to top their personal records and
place well in the tournament.

THE LADY HAWKS tennis team had an impressive start this fall season , which
had them looking forward to the Greater Middlesex Conference (GMC)
tournament. With captains Claire Pan (12), Jacqueline Quan (12), and Jessica
Ho (12) leading the team, the girls placed second at the September Smash
Tournament in Livingston, beating the home team in the first round and
losing to Ridgewood in the second. Jessica agrees that there was a lot to learn
from the competition, stating, “Since these two schools are both very strong
competitors, playing them gave us a good idea of what we needed to improve.”
The girls’ first match of the season pitted them against long-standing rival
South Brunswick. Jackie Quan, who remains undefeated this season at third
singles, emerged victorious against her rival opponent. Following her victory,
she commented, “I try my best not to let my emotions affect whether I’m
nervous or scared so I can focus just on hitting the ball and taking each point
one at a time.” Deepti Talesra (11) also pulled off a momentous individual win
at second singles; these achievements promised favorable results in the GMC
tournament and in the rematch against South Brunswick later on in the season.
Not only are the Lady Hawks skillful players, but they also exhibit
a humble sportsmanship outside of competitions. Although a match
against Wardlaw-Hartridge High School was canceled the night before,
the Wardlaw-Hartridge tennis team had arrived in full gear during practice,
prepared to play a match! Though the original game could not go on as
planned, the Hawks warmly welcomed them, and each JP varsity girl was
paired with a Wardlaw-Hartridge player for some friendly mixed doubles
competition. Such flexibility and sportsmanship is exactly what makes the
tennis team not only strong, but also well-respected throughout the county.
Although the GMC tournament had been delayed due to the rain, the
team remained optimistic and continued to succeed regardless of the
weather. In their state Sectionals semi-finals match, for instance, the team
was moved indoors at the last-minute due to the impending threat of rain.
Despite the sudden change, the girls adjusted quickly to the faster balls and
brighter lights that come with playing indoors, and pulled off one of their
biggest wins of the season in a tight 3-2 match against Watchung Hills. The
team’s success can be credited to not only each player’s determination
to improve with every match, her ability to correct her own
errors. Regardless of the circumstances, the girls
tennis team will undoubtedly achieve
their highest goals this season.

Later, Deflater: Brady’s Overinflated Suspension
By RISHABH KAPOOR, junior
FOOTBALL has finally overtaken baseball
as America’s national pastime. Every Sunday,
the National Football League (NFL) teams
are cheered on by their countless fans;
whether at the stadium screaming in teamcolored face paint or at home excitedly
jumping and tipping over the snack table,
fans of football have proven that they now
constitute the majority of the country.
Therefore, if there were to be a huge
cheating scandal in the NFL, everyone would
know about it. And if you have checked
the news on the TV or online anywhere
between now and last January, chances
are you’ve heard of it too: Deflategate.
As football fans know, the New England
Patriots won the Super Bowl this year,
closely defeating the Seattle Seahawks in a
28-24 win. The celebration by the Patriots
organization and fans alike was very well
deserved; the Patriots worked hard to
maintain a 12-4 record throughout the
season and overcame a fairly tough road in
the playoffs. The victory was especially sweet
because of what had been said recently
about the Patriots and their star quarterback
Tom Brady. The team’s fearless leader had
been thrown around in articles and the news,
with experts questioning how much time
the quarterback has left on the field, as he
is 39-years-old. Over the past few seasons,
the Patriots had missed opportunities to get
themselves back into the Super Bowl, losing
in the playoffs after consistently dominating
during the regular season. The dynamic duo
of Coach Bill Belichick and Tom Brady

was criticized for having gone on too long.
However, with another great season last
year, this time concluding with the acme
of winning the Super Bowl, Belichick
and Brady instantly silenced the skeptics.
It wasn’t until the unfathomable euphoria
faded away that fans realized that a
massive scandal was being uncovered.
According to reports by ESPN, 11
of the 12 footballs used
during the first half
in the Patriots’ AFC
Championship
Game verses the
Indianapolis
Colts
were
significantly
under
inflated
compared to standard
regulations. During the
game, Brady threw an
interception to Colts’
D’Qwell Jackson, who
then gave the football
to a Colts equipment
manager for safekeeping.
The manager measured
the pressure of the ball on the sideline
and found it to be less than usual. Chuck
Pagano and the Colts then told the officials,
who then measured the 12 Patriots’ balls
during halftime. The findings were shocking,
indicating that eleven of the twelve balls
were underinflated, likely due to human
tampering. Early reports revealed that the
balls were two pounds per square inch lower
than the regulated amount. This information

was critical to the scandal: having significantly
deflated balls can mean a huge difference
for the players. It is very possible that the
Patriots and Brady like playing with deflated,
less airy footballs. Otherwise, they could
have just been trying to throw off the Colts
in an unsportsmanlike manner
such as this. However, these
reports were later refuted, with
statements that only one of the
eleven was two pounds lower
than the regulated amount.
  In May 2015,
the NFL began
an investigation
into
the
aptly
named
“Deflategate”
scandal. Coach
Belichick stated
in January that
the
Patriots
would “cooperate
fully” with any
investigation, even
though he didn’t
know anything about
the under-inflation of the balls
until the day after the game. Tom Brady called
the allegations “ridiculous,” denying any
possibility that he tampered with the balls to
make them easier to throw or catch. The Wells
Report was published by the NFL on May 6,
stating that it was “more probable than not”
that the Patriots broke the rules deliberately.
It’s also said that quarterback Tom Brady
was probably at least “generally aware” of
the situation before and as it happened. The

report focuses on locker-room attendant
Jim McNally and equipment assistant John
Jastremski. Texts between the two were
found to have used the words “deflation,”
“inflation,” and “needles” several times.
It says the two likely deflated the footballs
after the balls were tested by some officials.
The report also included many scientific
studies, supporting the fact that no physical
or environmental factors could account for
the deflation other than human intervention.
After many mixed reactions to the report,
the NFL announced on May 11, 2015 that it
would suspend Tom Brady for four games
in the 2015 season without pay. NFL’s
Commissioner Roger Goodell believed
at the time that Brady’s suspension was
the right thing to do, saying the decision
was based on “conclusive evidence” that
Brady was involved in the deflation of the
footballs. However, an appeal was filed to
finally put the entire scandal to rest for the
good of the sport. This September, U.S.
District Judge Richard M. Berman erased
Brady’s suspension, saying that Goodell
went too far in punishing the quarterback.
It is now well into the 2015 season, and
Tom Brady and the Patriots are on a roll. No
one can tell from the way the team is currently
playing that it has just recently concluded
one of the biggest scandals in NFL history.
Their performance can only be a tell-tale
sign that this was one of the most overly
dramatic scandals. Tomorrow, no one will
remember or obsess about the footballs used
in the first half of the AFC Championship
Game. All that will be remembered is that
Deflategate was very much overinflated.

