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Kunal Kumar: After JP
By XAVIER LEE, senior
FROM ROAMING THE HALLS of JP
Stevens to commandeering his own
set on the reality TV show Dance USA
Dance, Kunal Kumar, a graduate of the
Class of 2011, brings a new definition to
what life after high school can truly be.
After leaving JP Stevens, Kunal
attended Rutgers Business School in
New Brunswick, where he graduated
in 2015 with a Bachelor of Science in
Marketing as well as a certificate in film
from the Mason Gross School of the Arts.
Since then, he has been working fulltime for a digital marketing firm, while also
pursuing his passion for TV and film. He is
currently the CEO of his own production
company, Visual Barz Productions.
Kunal’s initial rise to prominence
materialized at the Cannes Film Festival
2016, one of the most prestigious film
festivals in the world, where he presented
his short film, Ante Up and won the
prize for best editing. The film depicts
the cruel consequences of addiction,
detailing how a man takes advantage
of his opponent’s gambling addiction,
See KUMAR page 12

OPINION

AARUSHI GOVIL

Ms. Holborow poses with the $100,000 Farmers Insurance check inside the greenhouse.

The Future of the JPS Greenhouse
By DEEKSHA UDUPA, senior and
APRIL WANG, junior

WITH THE RECENT OPENING of the
JP Stevens Greenhouse and Farmstand,
the winning of a $100,000 farmer’s
grant issued by Farmers Insurance will
facilitate in the issuing of solar panels.
While teaching her environmental
class, Ms. Holborow realized the lack of
knowledge among students of where fresh
produce stems from. With this, the idea of
a greenhouse—a creation that would allow
students to witness first-hand the harvesting

of a seed into the form of food—sparked.
The structure of the greenhouse was built
through various grants and donations, with
donors ranging from Sustainable New Jersey,
BASF (Baden Aniline and Soda Factory),
Metuchen Branch YMCA, to Walmart,
Whole Foods Foundation, and State Farm.
The original goal of the greenhouse
was to “keep food low-cost, organic,
and easily accessible” to the people of
Edison. To achieve this, students of the
multiple-disabilities program from JP
started selling produce from a table in

“But the question
now arises: where
are the Asians?”
See HOLLYWOOD page 2
.................................. The Adventures of JPS Got Talent
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“You’ve
been
staring at that
picture of garlic
bread for the past
15 minutes.”

See HALLWAYS page 7

“These athletes, with
continued hard work
and determination, will
leave their own unique
marks in JP athletics.”
See RISING STARS page 14

A Blast at
Bandboozle

By ABHISHEK TARUVAI, junior

.................................
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the front of the school. With produce
selling out in a matter of thirty minutes,
the idea of a farmstand came to fruition.
Ms. Rosenberg, one of three case managers
for the multiple-disabilities program, wrote
a State Farm grant in an effort to create
funding for something larger than a table.
In 2016, a farmstand, able to contain a
variety of fruits and vegetables, was built.
The multiple-disabilities program, or more
well known as the MD program, primarily
controls the farmstand. Wanting to provide
See GREENHOUSE page 11
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JPS Got Talent’s first place winner, senior Denny Mugica, performs Sam Smith’s “Lay Me Down.”

By KRISHNA PATEL, senior
THE JP STEVENS TALENT SHOW, held on
December 8 in the auditorium, showcased a
range of talents from students of all grades.
To ensure JPS Got Talent ran smoothly,
the Student Council, theatre technicians,
and participants made many efforts for
preparation—auditions were held, rehearsals
were attended, decorations were made.
“In order to prepare for this event,

the techies stayed after school the day of
the show to make sure everything was in
order and coordinated with the Student
Council to get a better grasp on their
preparation,” said senior Aneesa Khan,
Sound Head Technician. “As sound heads,
Shania Sekhon and I along with our sound
assistants and stage manager made sure
we had everything needed for the acts.
Even though this is my fourth year helping
See GOT TALENT page 10

STUDENTS OF THE JP Music Department
attended the Bandboozle dance on
December 21 before leaving for winter break.
Hosted by Band Enthusiasts Acting
Together (B.E.A.T.)—a club within the
band program that organizes band-related
events—Bandboozle allowed students to
not only dance but also to play a multitude of
games. As the event was open to all members
of the music department, the dance also gave
students an opportunity to bond with people
that they may not see on a regular basis.
Bandboozle, similar to most band
events, was organized and run entirely
by students. Planning for the event
actually began weeks in advance, with
decisions ranging from the theme of the
board games to the perfect decorations.
“We had to meet several times together
as well as work on the decorations on our
own time in preparation for the event,”
said junior Erin Park. “Even though the
decorations took a long time, it was great
to see all of the committee members
dedicate their time and energy toward one
See BANDBOOZLE page 10
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Hollywood’s Missing Minority
By SANJANA BHANUSHALI, junior
AMERICA IS OFTEN called the land of
opportunity and is recognized for its large
immigrant population. However, these
statements are not applicable to modern day
popular culture, particularly in Hollywood.
As an Asian American who frequents the
movie theater, I have noticed that Hollywood
has experimented with casting minorities in
films. But its track record for including people
of color (POC) in roles can be considered
awful. The lack of any nominations for black
actors at the 2015 Academy Awards caused
an outrage and sparked a national movement
to recognize more African American talent.
This movement eventually led to a rise in
films with African American casts. But the
question now arises: where are the Asians?
It is especially important to recognize
Asian American talent not just for aspiring
actors, but also for the 17 million Asian
citizens in the United States. As a young girl,
I used to idealize the westernized standard
of beauty that Cinderella embodied; her
blonde hair and fair skin were some things I
always desired. I harbored such internalized
discrimination for my own race that I even
asked my parents if I could become white
when I was five years old. If such beauty
ideals are constantly shown in Hollywood, it
is no surprise that children, such as myself,
would actively seek to change themselves
in order to be considered “beautiful.”
That being said, it certainly is not easy
being an Asian American actor trying to
make it in Hollywood; in fact, it’s almost
impossible. Despite the progress that has
been made through television shows such
as Fresh Off the Boat and Master of None, we

are still subjected to stereotypes that have
existed since the 1980s: men are commonly
emasculated, while women are portrayed
as submissive. Asians are seen as geeks
and foreigners in a majority of Hollywood
movies. Recently, however, perhaps the
biggest milestone occurred for Asian
Americans pursuing careers in Hollywood
when, on December 1, 2017, Disney
announced Chinese actress Liu Yifei as the
lead in the live-action version of Mulan.
Prior to this, however, Hollywood failed
majorly with Asian American casting.
Some of its notable blunders included
the casting of Scarlett Johansson in Ghost
in the Shell and Emma Stone in Aloha.
Johansson portrayed a Japanese character
in a Hollywood adaptation of an anime;
Stone portrayed a character who is a quarter
Chinese and a quarter Hawaiian. Both of
these actresses, fully white, were playing
characters of Asian descent. Hollywood’s
failures in Asian casting are not limited to
East Asians; in The Martian, Indian character
Venkat Kapoor was changed to Vincent
Kapoor, and portrayed by black actor
Chiwetel Ejiofor. Although the casting of
Liu Yifei stands in opposition to scenarios
of misrepresentation, it has not put a stop
to the practice. Instead, it has created more
opportunities for Asian Americans to start
and successfully continue their acting careers.
Many people who support the current
“diversity” in Hollywood have argued that
traditionally white roles have been played
by people of color. In fact, many people
encourage more POC actors to take on
characters that have generally been portrayed
as white. For example, fans applauded
when black actress Noma Dumezweni was

selected to play Hermione Granger in Harry
Potter and the Cursed Child, a role that was
portrayed by white actress Emma Watson
in the famous Harry Potter franchise. This
has raised multiple concerns: if black actors
can portray traditionally white characters,
why can’t it work the other way around?
Well, this situation is not black and white.
Where can we draw the line? When should
it be okay for POC actors to replace white
actors? The first step is to think critically
about casting and representation. If there
is a movie that draws on cultural heritage,
such as Mulan, the film should cast actors
who reflect that heritage. However, if a
movie is not culturally representative of
any race or ethnicity, like in the case of
the Harry Potter series in which author
J.K. Rowling never specified Hermione’s
race, it should not matter whether the
actors are white, black, Latino, or Asian.
Despite such progress being made, I still
believe that Asian Americans are viewed as
an exotic species. Asian men aren’t seen as
anything more interesting than stereotypical
nerds while Asian women are viewed simply
for their non-eurocentric looks. As a whole,
the Asian community in the United States
does not have enough willpower to fight
back against these constant stereotypes.
And so, they continue. Perhaps, we, as a
whole, are partially to blame because we do
not consider representation in movies as a
worthy cause to fight for. Perhaps we do
not have enough faith in ourselves that we
can succeed in film. If we have the potential
to come to America and create successful
lives for ourselves, then we certainly
have the potential to come together and
fight for representation in Hollywood.

After net neutrality was repealed, the first
to feel the consequences were consumers:
anyone who uses the internet in any form,
including websites and media streaming
services. Service providers currently act as
metaphorical pipes, allowing information
to flow into a household freely and without
preference. Now, service providers will
assume a role similar to that of a gatekeeper,
allowed to pick and choose what content
can and cannot enter the house as well as
the speed at which it enters. Because of this,
service providers will be able to slow down
or simply stop
content
from entering
the house
and to demand
extra for
one to regain
access to
certain content.
As a result, the
Internet without
net
neutrality
laws will be much
pricier, as rather
than paying for

without the protection of net neutrality,
as they would be fearful that service
providers would copy their ideas to launch
their own companies and to subsequently
use their monopoly to block the original
company. Innovative ideas would therefore
be less likely to see the light of day, and
the general public would never have the
opportunity to use these new developments.
Small businesses and startups would also
be impacted detrimentally if net neutrality
were to be repealed. Many service providers
own companies that challenge smaller
companies. Time Warner Cable, one of the
largest cable companies in the U.S., owns
television networks, movie studios, music
labels, and many websites that compete
directly with the internet companies whose
content is provided by Time Warner. With
the repeal of net neutrality, such internet
providers might slow down or block
the services of other companies so that
customers will have no other practical
choice but to choose
the services of the
service provider. This
could be disastrous
for small internet
businesses, as it would
put them at risk for losing customers as
well as for going out of business entirely.
Most net neutrality opponents are on the
side of big business, arguing that the ISPs
should be allowed to offer their services
in any way that they wish. They claim that
they should be allowed complete freedom
in garnering greater profits through total
control of their product. However, in
order to have a fair system of information
dissemination over the greatest data
handling agency that the world has ever
seen, net neutrality laws must be upheld.
To allow net neutrality rules to be thrown
out means that customers will end up
with higher costs, less innovation, greater
restrictions on activism, and limited choice.

Keep the Pipes Open
By NINA TROUSDALE, freshman
NET NEUTRALITY, a term first coined
by Tim Wu, a professor at Columbia Law
School, requires that internet service
providers (ISPs), such as Time Warner and
Comcast, treat all data, sites, and services
on the Internet without bias. The first net
neutrality laws were introduced in 2015 by
Tom Wheeler during his term as chairman of
the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) under the Obama administration;
these laws were created to prevent internet
service providers from slowing down or
speeding up certain customer services, or
blocking certain content. Now, two years later,
the chairman of the FCC under President
Trump, Ajit Pai, has repealed net neutrality
through a vote on December 14. However,
net neutrality should not be repealed,
as doing so would only create problems
for internet users, while simultaneously
giving more power to big businesses.
Net neutrality is
not a new concept, as
Tom Wheeler’s plan
was not America’s
first attempt to keep
the internet impartial.
In 2005, Michael Powell proposed a set
of rules to protect net neutrality during
his term as FCC chairman, but the rules
were not adopted. Throughout the decade
that followed, numerous issues arose from
the lack of neutrality. In 2007, Comcast
was ordered by the FCC to stop blocking
a software used to download videos, yet it
wasn’t fined for the blocking it had already
done. In 2014, Verizon sued the FCC after
the commission first attempted to formally
impose net neutrality. Service providers
have gained more power since then because
of the public’s increasing reliance on the
internet, so the ramifications of unclear net
neutrality rules would be felt more strongly
today than they were a few years ago.

internet as a whole package, you will be
forced to pay for each service individually.
As each house is only supplied by one
cable company, the repeal of net neutrality
poses a huge problem; in addition, the
other alternative, satellite, is less effective
due to its reliance on telephone lines. The
only other option, satellite, is less effective
because of its reliance on telephone lines
for uploading files. The cable company
essentially has a monopoly over the internet
connection at your home and, if not for
the institution of net neutrality, could use
this power to obtain your hard-earned
money and increase their bottom line.
Additionally, independent companies
would be less likely to launch new businesses
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Editorial—Effects of the Greenhouse
By THE EDITORS-IN-CHIEF
AMIDST THE VARIOUS CHANGES that
occurred in the school’s structure in the
past few years, from the trailers to the
half lockers, one of the most debated
additions to JP Stevens was the greenhouse.
Though the administration undeniably
had practical motivations and beneficial
plans in mind when instituting this new
building, students were perplexed as to the
reasons for this addition. Though most
were confused, questioning what purpose
a greenhouse could serve in a high school,
others were more disgruntled, claiming
that the school should be focusing on air
conditioning rather than growing vegetables.
Fortunately, through the recent winning
of the Farmers Insurance grant, as well as
through interviews with Ms. Holborow
and Ms. Pawlikowski, the true reasons
for the establishment of the greenhouse
run deeper than simple gardening.
Ms. Holborow’s first motivation for
a building like the greenhouse spurred
from direct observations from her own
environmental science classes. Though
the general trend in the interests of JP
Stevens students and the Edison community
gravitates towards the STEM field, it is
difficult to claim that students get enough
hands-on experiences. Even in classes like
biology and environmental science, teachers
often do not have the time or the materials
to integrate more than experiments within
the classroom. The greenhouse would offer
valuable experiences not only in growing
fruits and vegetables, but also in learning
about modern agriculture. Features of the
greenhouse, like the hydroponics station, the
propagation table, and the compost bins, all

contribute an accurate, though downsized,
view of what agriculture is like today, a
window that is rarely offered up even in
classes centered around the earth sciences.
The knowledge that students can gain,
simply by helping out in the greenhouse, can
apply to their biology and environmental
science classes in school as well as drive
their passions if they are interested in
a career in such subjects. Growing and
maintaining the plants is not just simple
gardening: Ms. Holborow actively explains
the role of chemical reactions and
environmental factors in the greenhouse,
explaining the science behind each process.
Going beyond helping students interested
in the STEM field, the greenhouse offers
students from the multiple-disabilities
program important opportunities to
cultivate skill sets through the farmstand
and the greenhouse itself. To some, the
main advantage of the greenhouse is that
it assists MD students in gaining more
experiences in settings they likely wouldn’t
find outside of school, such as buying and
selling produce or tending to plants. At the
farmstand, MD students can further their
experiences in greeting and interacting
with new people. The greenhouse thus
extends the MD program and increases
the opportunities available to the students.
Most of the greenhouse was paid through
grants—namely the Farmers Insurance
grant—specifically
geared
towards
agricultural opportunities. The money
received could not have been used for a
different facility, such as air conditioning,
because the grant is only geared towards
funding establishments like the greenhouse.
Even now, as the greenhouse works
to become self-sufficient in terms of

electricity, it is clear that the extension has
not detracted from other opportunities
within the school due to its funding.
While the greenhouse has a great effect
on the school body, it has an even greater
one on the Edison community as a whole.
The majority of the student body is unaware
of the fact that all unsold products from
the greenhouse and farmstand go directly
to local food banks. Furthermore, the
administration hopes to introduce a food
stamp program with the farmstand, thus
assisting the less affluent members of society.
This aspect of the greenhouse and its
purpose reinforces why it was a vital and
intelligent investment. It not only acts as
an educational tool but also a connection
between JPS and the Edison community.
The food stamp program, initiated by the
SNAP foundation, has not officially started
and will only begin after the greenhouse
produces a set amount of food. Through
the greenhouse, those who use food stamps
would
receive
more
produce

than they would at a regular grocery store and
would receive a healthier and naturally grown
option. This future program stresses the
noble mission of those who are promoting
the greenhouse: to give back. The
greenhouse has proven to be a versatile
addition to JP Stevens. Many students
credit the greenhouse as an unintelligent
investment simply because they are unaware
of the advantages of this resource. The
greenhouse has no negative effects on our
school and town as a whole, and only acts as
both an educational and social tool. While the
educational gains are apparent, the initiative
to give back to the community is extremely
important and should be recognized. This
aspect reinforces the kind of thinking JPS
promotes and the kind of citizens the JPS
administration wants its students to be:
diligent people who utilize their resources
in a way that will help not only themselves
but also those who are in need of assistance.
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Who’s Behind the Wheel?
By SIYA SCINDIA, sophomore
IT IS THE YEAR 2045 and you are sitting
in your car on your way home. In the
backseat, you pick up the latest issue of
Seventeen and start reading the first few
pages while indulging in the burrito you
bought from Taco Bell. You couldn’t
possibly be driving safely while snacking
and reading a magazine, so how exactly
would you be in control of your car?
Of course, you are not the one driving.
Instead, your car is driving itself, as you
unwind from a long day in the backseat.
Does this seem too good to be true? Selfdriving cars may not be too far off, as
companies like Google, Uber, and Tesla are
already designing and testing prototypes of
the first self-driving cars. Though the cars
are a bit controversial, they prevent traffic
accidents, save time, and can be used as public
transportation, giving enhanced mobility to
the elderly and disabled. The future of selfdriving cars is quickly approaching, and the
benefits of such technology is indisputable.
Each day, about 3,287 people are killed
in road traffic accidents. In the case against
self-driving cars, some people worry about
trusting a car with their lives. After all, a car
is just a machine. How smart can it really be?
Smarter than a human driver? According
to the 2008 National Motor Vehicle Crash
Causation Survey by the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration, about 93%
of road traffic accidents are caused by
human error. However, self-driving cars
do not include a human behind the wheel.
Instead, they are controlled by artificial
intelligence, powerful computer systems,

sensors, and cameras, which allow them to
make quick decisions on the road. These
additions allow the cars to see blind spots,
stop for pedestrians and wild animals,
switch lanes on the highway, and even alert
you when it is in need of an oil change or
a quick fix. Self-driving cars are capable
of making turns, controlling speeds, and
stopping at appropriate distances to avoid
collisions. Many also have the ability to
communicate with other self-driving cars
using wireless signals, which could replace
traditional methods of communication
on the road. The high-speed and powerful
technology used in these cars can greatly
reduce the number of road accidents caused
by human errors like forgetting to check for
blind spots, speeding, or failing to stop for
pedestrians at an intersection. Their features
allow them to be smarter and faster than
the average person. Self-driving cars will
also be equipped with navigation maps that
will be updated regularly with information
on traffic, road blocks, and the latest
accidents. This added information will make
your journeys as efficient and enjoyable as
possible—maybe even more than they would
have been if a person was behind the wheel.
Additionally, a large majority of accidents
caused by distracted driving or driving under
the influence would be eliminated with
the use of self-driving cars. With a selfdriving car, a person under the influence
of alcohol would still be able to get home
safely because the car would be driving him
home. A passenger in a self-driving car could
also text, eat, or engage in other distracting
behaviors while on the road because these
actions would not impact their safety or that

of others on the road. Thus, self-driving cars
would prevent thousands of traffic accidents
each year and as a result make streets safer.
Since self-driving cars are essentially
independent when it comes to driving and
navigating, passengers would have a lot of
free time while getting from place to place.
This time could be used productively or to
rest. For example, if you were on your way
home from soccer practice, you could send
out a few texts, watch the latest episode
of Stranger Things on Netflix, get a head
start on your homework, or even catch up
on sleep by taking a quick nap. This would
save valuable time and may even encourage
some adults to leave work early in order
to spend time with kids and family, as they
would be able to make up the time lost in
the office from their car. People would
also be more well-rested and refreshed
to take on everyday tasks—a benefit of
a quick morning nap on the way to work.
Self-driving cars would also reduce
driving-related health effects, such as lower
back pain or dangerous highway hypnosis, a
condition in which drivers go into a trancelike state while behind the wheel of a car due
to driving for extended periods of time or a
lack of sleep. The increase in productivity,
option to relax, and health benefits that come
with a self-driving car would make time spent
on the road more enjoyable and productive.
Cars don’t have to be the only vehicles
with self-driving technology. The driverless
systems could be implemented into almost
any mechanism. For example, there could
self-driving public transportation, including
buses, trains, and cabs, which could allow
people who can’t drive to move about. Self-

The Black Hole of Time
By SRIYA SADANGI, sophomore
YOU WAKE UP ON a typical school
day, thinking that it is only 5:45 a.m.
But when you walk past the clock, you
realize it is actually 6:45 a.m. You rush to
school with no time to waste—Daylight
Saving Time has already wasted it for you.
Created during the First World War, the
practice of setting clocks backwards or
forward one hour using Daylight Saving
Time was created to make better use of
sunlight during the day in order to save
fuel for the war effort. Now, when Daylight
Saving Time pushes time an hour back,
just about everyone in the world who
observes the policy jumps up and down
with excitement because they have received
a so-called “bonus hour of sleep.” But
come spring time, the invisible black hole
of time comes back and sucks out the
one hour that you had just gotten used
to. As time has passed (no pun intended),
a growing number of people have begun
to resent Daylight Saving Time. Some
parts of the country don’t
even observe the practice,
including
Hawaii
and
Arizona. So, the question that
remains is: should the rest of
the United States continue using it?
Today, many people still believe that
Daylight Saving Time helps society
understand the concept of time and how it
changes. They claim that the idea helps keep
students up on their feet and accommodates
light changes during the school day.
In reality, Daylight Saving Time hurts
Americans both individually and as a whole.
The United States should not continue
to implement Daylight Saving Time
because it is detrimental to people’s health,
reduces productivity, and is expensive.
Researchers have found that Daylight
Saving Time obstructs good health
practices, and has been linked to heart

attacks, headaches, strokes, and increased
susceptibility to illness. According to Dr. Jori
Ruuskanen from the University of Turku,
Finland, “Previous studies have also shown
that the disruption of the circadian clock. . .
and sleep fragmentation are associated with
an increased risk of stroke.” These health
complications lead back to a single root
cause: stress. By setting our clocks back an
hour, we are deliberately placing an extra
amount of stress on our bodies. Not only
does the time shift disrupt our sleeping
patterns, but it also
affects our physical
performance and
our ability to
function properly
throughout
the
day. With our

bodies adjusting to a new schedule, mental
and physical breakdowns are more likely.
Implementing Daylight Saving Time has
tremendously decreased work productivity
and efficiency. A study conducted by Dr.
Till Roenneberg, a German chronobiologist,
showed that the human body does not
acknowledge the deprivation of time,
which results in a significant drop in work
efficiency and quality of life. The shift in
time also causes most people to have trouble
getting the proper amount of sleep at night;
thus they fail to work to their maximum
potential. Many students and workers
waste more time procrastinating and doing
unnecessary tasks in the vain belief that they
have extra time when in reality, they don’t

have the time to spare.
The concept of Daylight Saving Times
incurs hidden costs as well. People purchase
newer electronic devices, such as computers
and phones, containing software that
automatically changes the time based on
where one lives or their current location.
According to The New York Times, the city of
New York invested 1.5 million U.S. dollars
in a “dusk and darkness” safety campaign
for the DST change in the fall of 2016 and
charged New Yorkers for the extra cost
of building Daylight Saving Time support
into computer systems and keeping them
properly maintained. Consumer spending
also drops in the time following the end
of Daylight Saving Time in November. A
study from 2016 by JPMorgan Chase &
Co. Institute found that overall spending
dropped by over three percent in Los
Angeles and other major cities, negatively
impacting the United States economy every
year. Daylight Saving Time takes
a toll on human life as
well; in 2016, The New
York Times reported
that there was an
increase in “pedestrians
killed
or
seriously
injured by vehicles” that correlated
with the end of Daylight Saving Time.
Despite the apparent tolls that Daylight
Saving Time inflict on health, productivity,
and spending, one major perceived advantage
of such a time system is its positive effect on
the economy. According to Dan Nosowitz
in Popular Mechanics, the resultant increase in
the amount of time that people will be able
to spend in sunlight enables them to leave the
home and contribute more to the economy
of local businesses. However, a study
conducted by JPMorgan has discovered
that the advent of Daylight Saving Time has
actually negatively impacted the economy
of cities participating in such a scheme as
opposed to those in cities that don’t follow
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driving public transportation would also
save townships money when it comes to
railroads and buses due to the reduced need
for staff and other amenities. It would create
more options for public transportation in
cities that don’t already have enough ways
to get around, forever changing the way
we think about traveling in urban areas.
Though many people are excited by the
idea of a car that would be able to drive itself,
some worry about the cost of purchasing a
self-driving car, and whether one is worth
purchasing due to rising questions about its
reliability. Adding self-driving technology
to a vehicle, offered by start-ups like
Cruise Automation, will cost a buyer about
$10,000 more than the original sticker price.
Though this may seem like a lot of money
as of right now, costs of the technology
are predicted to fall quickly as it gets older
over the years. As this happens, self-driving
cars will become more affordable and
most people will be able to purchase them.
It is clear that self-driving cars are the
transportation of the near future. They are
safe, reliable, and can help prevent traffic
accidents. In addition, they save time and
can accommodate anyone—young or old.
Expected to become more affordable in
coming years, self-driving cars have the
potential to change the cityscape and the
way we think about commuting. If you
come back to JP in a decade, the parking
lot may be full of intelligent cars that get
students to and from school every day,
and Driver’s Education will be a class of
the past, reminisced only by those who
have lived to see one of the greatest
changes in the history of transportation.

the said system. But still, many claim that
Daylight Saving Time promotes safety,
benefits the economy, and encourages active
lifestyles. It is argued that longer daylight
hours set the scene for less accidents, large
profits for businesses, and an increase in the
number of people participating in sports
and other outdoor activities. However, this
is only during the few months that Daylight
Saving Time adds an hour to our schedules
and increases our hours of daylight. As soon
as the invisible black hole comes back to
snatch that one hour away, we find ourselves
back at square one. Supporters of Daylight
Saving Time may be right, but the negatives
clearly outweigh the positives in this case.
The truth of the matter is simple: Daylight
Saving Time hurts more than it helps,
and nothing has been done in the United
States to change this over the past years.
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THE 2016 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION was heavily influenced by Russia—that much is clear from the discoveries made in the FBI investigation. It is likely that Russia is
responsible for starting the mess of collusion and corruption, rather than President Trump. In order to have influence over Trump and his policies, they worked with Trump’s
senior advisors, with the goal of influencing America as a whole. With recent developments in the FBI investigation pointing to potential collusion between the Trump team
and the Russian government, such as the guilty plea by former National Security Adviser Michael Flynn, all eyes shift back onto the dealings of the Trump presidency. Despite
Trump’s claim to the contrary, there is mounting evidence of his potential misconduct. As a society, we must put our partisan disputes aside and support Mueller’s investigation
in order to preserve our legal customs and national sovereignty. Party does not come before country, and the constant accusations of fake news or diverting to the “Uranium
One” deal does not absolve Trump of his possible crimes.
Hawkeye is a forum for student expression. Published articles express the views of their authors, not of the newspaper.

Trump Trumps the Truth
By ANDREW SHEN, political columnist
DONALD TRUMP is no stranger to the
spotlight. After all, this is a man who
has decades of experience being a real
estate mogul and reality television star.
However, with new reports on the FBI’s
Russian collusion probe, perhaps Trump
finally wants to escape the limelight. Critical
events like the guilty plea by former National
Security Adviser Michael Flynn have shifted
all eyes back onto Trump and his purported
corrupt dealings. As the trail leads closer to
Trump, the evidence of his own involvement
is mounting. It is no longer effective for him
to constantly deflect accusations or divert
to the supposed “Uranium One” Clinton
scandal. Rather than doubting the validity
of the claims and dividing our nation along
party lines, we as Americans should come
together and support Mueller’s investigation.
America needs to preserve its legal
institutions and national sovereignty from
all potential threats, meaning that we must
stand united, putting party lines behind us
in order to ensure we can uncover the truth.
On the surface, the 2016 presidential
election revealed a budding sense of
camaraderie between Republican candidate
Donald Trump and Russian President
Vladimir Putin. Both were united in

expressing support for one another, an odd
move given the chilly relations under former
President Obama’s term. The two shared a
deep-seated dislike for Hillary Clinton, the
Democratic presidential candidate; with this
mutual enemy, it is not so surprising that
they were able to find common ground.
While Trump dealt with living up to his
many insensitive and offensive comments
and actions, Clinton similarly faced scandal
after scandal, whether it was the DNC email
hacks or charges brought against her on
fake news sites and social media platforms.
Enter Russia.
The American intelligence community
has determined that Russia interfered in
the 2016 election through actions such as
hacking the DNC and disseminating fake
news, but this would not have been difficult
to logically conclude. The question is how
this all ties back to Trump. However, if
key members of Trump’s administration
such as Michael Flynn and Paul Manafort
maintained close ties and contact with
Russia, then is it really plausible to believe
that President Trump himself played no
part in this? Many may believe that Trump
is easily influenced, or may think he merely
pretends to adopt inflammatory viewpoints,
yet judging by the actions of his presidency
so far, it seems as though Trump really is

what he has consistently shown us: divisive
and brash. As someone who prides himself
on being a successful businessman, it is more
likely than not that Trump himself wanted
to be a part of this “deal.” Trump’s showy
and competitive personality also lends
credence to this theory; Donald Trump is
not known for losing. If external meddling
and collusion would help him, then why
wouldn’t he want to take this “advantage?”
Continuing to observe Trump’s behavior,
we can also see that Trump has kept his family
close to him throughout his campaign and
presidency, so dealings with Russia should be
no exception. Would Trump’s close family
really be meeting with Russian officials
without his permission and knowledge? The
June 2016 meeting between his team and
Russian officials included Donald Trump
Jr. and Jared Kushner, who both play
important roles in the Trump administration
as his son and son-in-law. Given Trump’s
close personal and professional ties to his
family, it is highly unlikely that he wouldn’t
have approved their Russian meetings,
let alone be kept in the dark. Trump’s
track record of unsavory political actions,
including openly taunting opposition figures
and appointing family and friends to major
advisory roles, presage a discovery of his
involvement in shady dealings. The evidence

therefore points to Russia having a vested
interest in meddling and Trump playing
some role in communicating with them.
America is already facing critical
dangers from all sides, including political
polarization and deep-seated distrust for
national institutions. We must consequently
figure out a way to heal our divisions and
rediscover reality, but completely denying
Trump’s potential culpability is not the
way to go. With declarations of Russia’s
interference and Trump’s own behavior, we
have a responsibility to remain vigilant and
keep ourselves updated to the latest facts.
As crucial dominoes such as Papadopoulos
and Flynn fall in the FBI investigation,
perhaps they will eventually knock
over those with even more undeniable
connections to Trump. As someone who
has consistently shown disregard for morals
and protocol in a self-aggrandizing quest
for success, Trump is not to be trusted, an
essential lesson for us Americans to learn.
So as Trump returns back to his natural
position as the center of attention, it is hard
to discern what he truly feels. Is it anger
towards the lying fake press for sullying his
name? Irritation that they are not focusing
on his policy achievements? Or is it fear
that his web of lies will crumble as ally after
ally comes closer to revealing the truth?

An American Matryoshka Doll
By YATI SANGHVI, political columnist
THE PAST TWO YEARS of Donald
Trump’s presidential campaign and
eventual victory have been riddled with
scandal and misconduct pertaining
to Russia. As the FBI’s investigations
have continued, it has become clear
that Russia had influenced the election.
But the most important question
still remains unanswered: was Trump
involved? The more likely scenario is
the other way around; it was Russia
that started the collusion in order
to further its own political interests.
Vladimir Putin had many reasons to
want a Trump presidency—many
policies he supports align with Trump’s
plans. Thus, the Russians did what they
could to clear the path for Trump, then
colluded with advisors to influence
Trump with pro-Russian initiatives.
In many instances throughout his
campaign and presidency, Trump has
proven to be easily influenced by the
media and the people near him. When
Trump fired FBI Director James Comey, it
was at the suggestion of Deputy Attorney
General Rod Rosenstein and Attorney
General Jefferson Sessions. Trump is
hot-tempered, which forces the people
close to him to keep him in check and tell
him what the right course of action is.
Russia would have easily noticed Trump’s
impressionable nature and seen an
opportunity to secure power. Trump also
had business ties with Russia long before
his bid for presidency, and many members
of his staff had relations with the Russian
government. The connections were there,
and the gears were in place—all Russia
had to do was start turning the crank. And
thus, the secret Russo-American political

machine was born, with the purpose of
producing a Donald Trump presidency.
From the information discovered
through Mueller’s FBI investigation, we
know that the Russian government turned
to some members of Trump’s staff to
influence him. Many of these advisors
already had ties to Russia. Michael Flynn
received money from the Kremlin and
appeared on the Russian propaganda
network, Russia Today. Rex Tillerson
and Carter Page were involved with
Rosneft and Gazprom, Russian
government-owned oil and energy

Trump’s team and Russian officials have
been brought to light. One of the most
prominent meetings was at the Trump
Tower on June 9 between eight people:
Donald Trump Jr., Jared Kushner, Paul
Manafort, and five Russian officials. It’s
likely that the main topic of discussion
was how to best wield
power in the White
House,
possibly
through
Trump.
In fact, according
to The New York
Times, spies have
found that top
Russian officials
discussed how

companies. Additionally, many of the
members of Trump’s circle were in
contact with Sergey Kislyak, the Russian
ambassador to the US. As the group
of people with the most access to
Trump, they were the easiest way for the
Russian government to have influence.
Throughout the past year, many secret
meetings between top-level members of

to mold Trump’s opinions of Russia
through Manafort and Flynn. Later, CNN
reported about phone calls in which
Russian officials were bragging about ties
to Flynn. The FBI found the information
credible enough to open an ongoing
counterintelligence investigation.
The Russian government also attacked
the Democratic party. Before getting

fired, Comey testified that Russia hacked
the DNC and leaked anti-Democratic
Party documents. The Russian hackers
also created social media accounts in
support of Trump. Clearly, the Russian
government wanted to take down Clinton
and knew that the way to do it was through
popular media. The final nail in the coffin
was this: on January 6, 2017, a report
from the NSA, FBI, and CIA confirmed
that Putin ordered meddling in the
election. It wasn’t Trump that used Russia
to win the election, but Russia that used
Trump to win the election. With Trump’s
presidency secured, so was Russia’s
power over the American government.
At this point, the question of if Russia
was the reason Trump won the election
is no longer relevant. The answer is a
resounding yes. But while many seem to
point the blame straight at Trump, the
blame should be going to the Russians. It
is unclear whether Trump knew about the
Russian meddling, but it is quite obvious
that he was not the one who suggested it.
His tweets about the Russian investigation
do not resemble that of someone who
is trying to cover up some insidious
scheme of collusion; he talks about
Russia defensively, as though he genuinely
believes his decisions are his own. It is likely
that while many of his senior advisors
colluded with Russia, Trump didn’t.
Whatever the truth may be, it will come
out. Mueller’s investigation is revealing
more
information
about
Russian
collusion. So far, Papadopoulos and
Flynn have pleaded guilty to fabricating
falsehoods regarding Donald Trump and
the Russian involvement in his election.
The more Mueller keeps digging,
the more pieces will fall into place;
eventually, America will learn the truth.
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Heard in the Hallways
“Buzzfeed just got blocked, and people are
NOT happy.”
“If I die from the cold, do you think I’ll be
excused from the homework?”
“Probably not, it’s high school.”
“You just got Bunsen BURNED.”
“Ban Dihydrogen Monoxide.”
“It is very surprising that no one has hacked
Genesis yet.”
“Guess whose birthday it is?”
“Whose?”
“Justin Bieber’s!”
“Oh, he’s not here today.”
“Call me a princess, not a god.”
“Plants grow vertically.”
“We’re gonna have a seafood industry with
all these clamshells.”
“Think of a synonym of an antonym of a
word.”
“That would be an antonym.”
“Hey, did you get 1/2 for #7?”
“No, I got 4/8.”
“…I need to switch classes.”
“What about the croissants?”
“80-90% wrong on the AP exam can still get
you a five, right?”
“Have you found your lost watermelon?”
“No.”
“Spicy chicken represents the American
dream.”

“I would take a Lego brick to the foot for
her.”
“Do you think I could convince my parents
to move away before the quiz tomorrow?”
“Guys, I want my highlighters back.”
“And I want my 42 minutes back.”
“I sleep to forget my problems.”
“Our agreements are not based on a love
of philanthropy but rather a fear of each
other.”
“Dude, you’re gonna regret betraying me.
I’m gonna be the confounding variable in
your experiment.”
“Why do you keep getting shocked?”
“I hope my ear stays clogged.”
“Where’s the egg?”
“I wrapped it in my socks.”
“Being suave is like an equation.”
“When’s the essay due?”
“Next period.”
“What’s new?”
“c/λ.”
“Guys, I know you have a lot of homework
and everything, but honey badger don’t
care.”
“I couldn’t think of anything to write on the
test so I just put etc. a couple times.”
“YAIGHT.”
“You have some face on your makeup.”
“My turtle can dab!”

“I’m so good at sleeping I can do it with my
eyes open.”
“Why do I always understand everything
after the test?”
“Guys, I think we got bamboozled.”
“What’s a synonym for incompetent, feeble,
and ineffectual?”
“You?”
“Why don’t we take turns dropping my
MacBook?”
“Which pedal is the brake again?”
“You’ve got to be kidding me.”
“I’m so grateful for my Y chromosome.”
“We know when you are using your phones
in class! No one just stares down and smiles.”
“The screw is too tight—I can’t take it out.”
“Looks like we’re screwed.”
“He’s on the six-year plan at JP.”
“Can you pronounce acuity?”
“No, I’m not a cutie but thank you
though!”
“If my grandpa wasn’t following me I’d 87%
chance post that photo.”
“Why do I hear music?”
“Because someone is playing it.”
“What in taxation without representation?”
“We agreed to pause the beef.”
“If all of your friends jumped off a bridge,
wou-”
“Probably.”

“You know what, I think that students lose
their voice faster arguing about answers on a
test than screaming during a pep rally.”
“When do people use the most fireworks in
the United States?”
“Diwali!”
“You’ve been staring at that picture of garlic
bread for the past 15 minutes.”
“This is NOT an assignment that you can
complete in one night.”
“Challenge accepted.”
“Mr. Smith. That’s all I have to say.”
“Why is there an ice cream cone on your
shirt?”
“Because I’m a snack.”
“I like my password. It’s jedi47. But don’t tell
anyone.”
“That movie with Apollo 13 was crazy.”
“Yeah I know, can you imagine if
something like that actually happened?”
“Why isn’t my birthday in the JPS Weekly?”
“Wow, I heard something really cool. I
should send it to jpshawkeye@gmail.com!”
Responses are submitted by the student body.

Hear something funny in school?
Submit your responses to

jpshawkeye@gmail.com.

Which Language Course Are You?
By CHRISTINE NGUYEN, senior
HOLA, AMIGOS!

Here at JP Stevens, we pride ourselves on
our unity through our diversity. Whether it
be culturally or religiously, every student is
different—and that’s great! Students have
always had different interests, one of which is
the language that each decides to study. Have
you ever wondered, though, if your class of
choice really fits who you are? Do you ever
take time out of your day to reflect on the
different courses offered at JP and to wonder
if there is one better suited to your distinct
personality? Probably not. Regardless, every
class has certain stereotypes that may or
may not be true. And now, you can finally
identify with a language course at JP based
on a frighteningly accurate assessment of
your character!
Being pragmatic and well-read means that
you match with the Spanish course because
of its practicality of language and richness
in culture. With stellar interpersonal skills,
you’re friends with most people in the
school. Of course, not everyone may
like you: some find you a little difficult,
and others may need a lot of help to
understand you. There are certainly
those moments in the pasado when you may
stress people out, but that’s not necessarily
your fault; if they just spent a little more
time getting to know you, you guys would
get along just fine! Nevertheless, whenever
there’s a problem, you can take the calor, and
at the end of the day, there isn’t a single
person who can deny your usefulness (after
all, you are Mr. Worldwide).
If you think you’re more suited for
French at JP, that means that you’re very
well-liked and beloved amongst your peers,
but you may maintain a more low-key image.
Due to your chill personality, outsiders don’t
really talk about you much. To them, you’re
simply a romantic. To insiders, however,
you’re something much more: you’re a world
filled with buttery croissants, beautiful art,
and breathtaking architecture. Not much
is known about you to those who haven’t
taken the time and the effort to unravel
your complicated nature, but really, that’s a
mistake on their part. Clearly, you are doing
something right with your acquaintances and
pals, since a majority of them do decide to
stick around with you for all of high school

and college. After all, there aren’t many who
say that they learn about such an amazing
culture and consume great food at the same
time!
Identifying with Latin means that you’re a
bit old-fashioned, but still as chill as anyone
else. After people hear about your class and
elegance, they wish that they had gotten to
know you back in freshman year. Many like
to judge you, calling you dead inside, but
you never let their disparagement get to you.
Chances are that you are much older and
wiser than those inexperienced teenagers,
anyway. You know that almost everyone

that encompasses hundreds of years. Your
penmanship is so pretty that you are known
around the school for it, and you have
over 960 million friends. Unfortunately,
communicating with you requires the
utmost attention, as all of your friends
know that your tone, nature, as well as your
pronunciation of words is a major defining
factor in determining what you mean.
Nevertheless, you’re one of the most storied
and interesting people in JP, and everyone
who is lucky enough to become friends with
you will certainly not regret it.
If you’re Hindi, the reason most people

just takes inspiration from you; in fact, you
literally served as the roots of motivation for
hundreds of other languages around you.
Most people who befriend you share your
love for history. You’re the OG, and time will
never change that.
If you see yourself as Mandarin, people
might view you as complicated and difficult,
but that just adds to your intriguing
personality. You hate to leave tasks done
halfway, and people might avoid you for
that just because they cannot relate to your
desire for a challenge. However, those
who choose to know you better love your
deep appreciation for culture and tradition
as well as your rich and enthralling history

don’t get more acquainted with you is
because they already think they know you
so well (I mean, to be frank, many have
grown up learning all about you). Despite
not having as many friends as Spanish or
Latin, your influence is undeniable. You
are everywhere; sure, you can get a little
complex at times, but anyone who makes
the effort to get to know you will definitely
be glad they did. And the food? Once you
have some chicken tikka masala or some
naan bread with gravy, you’ll never be able
to go back.
If you identify with the Italian course,
you are perhaps the least appreciated
amongst other students in your school—

the epitome of underrated. You don’t
recieve nearly the amount of recognition
you deserve, but having a smaller group of
friends does mean that you can establish a
real sense of camaraderie with them. This
sort of bonding is unheard of within the
other language departments, setting you
apart for your caring and family-oriented
nature. Even if you’re not as popular as
other courses, you are just as essential to the
community as everyone else.
Of course, you could always go plain
and simple with an old classic: English. If
you’re similar to this course, you’re probably
around ten, twenty, or sixteen hundred years
old and enjoy widespread popularity as
one of the most influential people not just
in the school but also in the entire world.
Substitute teachers hate you because they
can’t pronounce your name; after all,
you literally have 26 different
letters jumbled up inside of
it. Sometimes people may
find your personality to be
compound, complex, or
even (gasp!) compoundcomplex, but you take
pleasure in knowing that
deep down inside, you’re
just a simple person. A
lot of students are jealous
of you, however, as your
extensive
knowledge
of complex vocabulary
and grammar allowed you to
master the dreaded SAT writing
and reading sections. Although
your actions can sometimes
be questionable, declaratory, or even
exclamatory, you always manage to find the
right words to express yourself in the end.
So? Did your personality end up syncing
with your language course? Perhaps you
discovered that, despite being a French
student, you saw yourself more as Spanish.
No matter what the result is, you are now
able to confidently declare that you know
which language class you are. Even if that
means nothing to you, or if you considered
reading this a waste of your precious high
school time, then, well, at least you were
able to distract yourself, if only for several
minutes, from whatever duties you had at
hand.
Au revoir!

The Fine Art of Finessing
By SARANSH SAINI, sophomore
IT HAPPENS to the best of us.
You, a diligent member of your school, community, and family, spend your days rushing to the aid of others, while also trying to balance grades, friends, and
extracurriculars. Alas, such a lifestyle has its drawbacks. Many people expect you to be their guiding light in times of need—their savior when everything goes wrong—and
oftentimes, things just don’t work out. Whether your task is as difficult as helping someone with their French homework or as simple as putting nuclear launch codes in
a safe place, everyone tends to slip up. And if you ever happen to make a mistake and land yourself in a boatload of stress (you’re only human, after all), everyone would
forget about all the good that you ever did for them and treat you as if you cursed their unborn child. One thing’s for sure: you need a way to get out of trouble.
The significance of this task brings us to the fine art of escaping responsibilities. In this field of study, the single most versatile technique is the art of using your suave
and charming personality—otherwise known as your ability to “finesse”—to overcome any complication. Forgot to hand in your homework? No problem. Utilize your
charisma to make the teacher believe you actually did hand it in two weeks earlier, because you happen to be such a proactive student. What’s that? The homework was
just assigned two days ago? Nope. You, in your sincere drive for education and knowledge, anticipated the exact homework assignment weeks ago. That’s just how good
you are. Now transform this into your own words, make your teacher believe it, and within moments, that assignment will become water under the bridge. You’ll be able
to forget all about it because your irresistible personality and charm conveniently got rid of it for you.
School is easy; even a beginner such as yourself won’t have much trouble slithering past those responsibilities. A true test of your skills is how you fare outside of
school, whether it be at home, the track field, or other places you may have to go. Alongside that debonair charm you so easily flaunt day in and day out, other state-ofthe-art techniques must be employed to escape the clutches of responsibility. One such method is to simply make yourself sound smarter. This may sound like nothing,
but trust me, it is an intricate process. I urge you not to give up just yet, as the phenomenal results will be well worth the effort. An important factor to keep in mind is the
intelligence of the person you are trying to dupe. For some, the use of a fancy word like “jacuzzi” would be enough to make yourself sound smarter, whereas for others
you might have to pull out the big boy words like “zucchini” or “Prometheus.”
Clearly this art form takes not just days or months to master, but years. I myself had to travel to the highest peaks in Edison, New Jersey and learn with the greatest
masters of Zen to perfect these cherished secrets. By studying my words closely, you can rest assured knowing that you’re in good hands.

A Guide to Sounding Smart
By STEPHANIE BEHAN, junior
VACUOUS! Are you vacuous? Do you want to sound like you know what you’re talking about even though you know absolutely nothing? Are you struggling as you try
to navigate your rather demanding and cumbersome high school life, armed only with your nonexistent IQ and a lack of common sense? Are you sick and tired of your
friends calling you a dumb wad? Are rhetorical questions the only type of literary technique you can use? Well, lucky for you, there’s a perfect panacea that can allow you
to appear like a genius without actually being one! That’s right: in just two easy steps, you can go from someone who’s unintelligent to someone who sounds smart but is
still...well, unintelligent!
En route to pretending to be smarter than you really are is the discovery of the need to use BIG words. For a genius, small words are simply insufficient. Employing BIG
words in your everyday verbalization shows others that you are a well-read, deep thinker. In order to utilize BIG words, you need to learn BIG words. The most effective
method of doing so is to look through the Merriam-Webster Dictionary (Sadlier-Oxford simply does not cover the material required to emulate a person of higher intellect)
and to note all the words that contain more than 14 letters. Don’t even attempt to pick out baby words such as “xanthopterus” or “aminoaciduria;” these have less than
fourteen letters and do not suffice. After learning these new words, it’s time to slip them into your vocabulary immediately. Don’t waste your time trying to research their
definitions or worrying if you’re using them properly, because other people probably won’t know either! Using BIG words is even easier when you implement them in the
written language. WRITE IN CAPS LOCK; look, now those words are bigger. Or simply italicize and voila, problem solved.
Now, what else? Another approach to sounding more intelligent is to name drop those who are commonly revered as geniuses, since smart people often associate with
other smart people. The key to referencing these avant-garde scholars is subtlety. By casually bringing up Nobel Prize laureates and Greek philosophers, you can give off
the impression that you are on the same level as these intellectuals.
“Hi, do you know Albert Einstein?”
“...Yeah, what about him?”
“Oh, I know him, too!”
Through that simple exchange, you were able to indirectly boast about your knowledge of the intellectually gifted Albert Einstein. Now, whoever you were talking to
thinks that you, too, are a supreme being that easily matches the caliber of someone who formulated a ground-breaking theory about the laws of the universe. However,
quoting smart people can be rather difficult because of their tendency to speak in high concepts and to use verbose language that you can’t even enunciate. If you don’t
know any famous or meaningful quotes, just make some up based on what you think they might have said!
“Hey, is there any homework for math class today?”
“Well, as the great inventor and founding father Benjamin Franklin once said, ‘yes.’”
In another vein, the third (and subsequently, most foolproof) plan is to relate everything to poetry. It’s a scientific fact that only smart people read poetry, and if you
talk about poetry, people will think that you’re smart. In fact, this whole article is an acrostic poem, with each first letter of every paragraph up until now that isn’t dialogue
spelling out my favorite Starbucks drink size.
Ultimately, being smart is simply a state of being what you are not. Was that sentence confusing? Exactly. And while you can never change that, “acting smart” will do
the trick.

Smart Solutions
WHETHER IT’S sounding smart, staying out of trouble, or keeping up with your personal hygiene, not everyone has the time
or the ability to deal with pesky problems. Many students don’t realize that the trick to handling all parts of school life is to
think smart, not hard. There’s no need to study or take showers when you’ve got patented solutions created specifically for your
convenience, courtesy of your fellow students. So, save your breath when it comes to intelligence, cleanliness, and trouble because
there are better, more efficient ways to get your life back under control.

HyGenius!
By NATHANIEL MUMAU, junior
AS A CRUSTY, kinda greasy high school student, you can probably attest to the daily struggle of maintaining your personal
hygiene. Is it possible? No and yes. No, it’s not possible, and yes, it is correct that it is not possible. Of course, being the tenacious,
intelligent kid you are, you’ve got to be thinking, “There’s more to this article, right? My parents don’t pay tax money so the JPS
newspaper can have bad articles in it.” While the latter is debatable, the former is utterly correct; personal hygiene may be an uphill
battle, but I’m here to lend you those ski poles people use to go up hills. Who has time to stay clean? Not me, and obviously not
you, so like the brilliant folks we are, we have to try and fit it into our school day. And trust me, these techniques are the kind you’re
going to want to write on your gravestone and perhaps tattoo on most of your body.
A relaxing 15-minute shower allows a person to refresh their spirit while also shedding the layers of dirt that build up over the
course of an average school day. Of course, a 15-minute shower is the type of marshmallow fluff that desperate sundae dreams are
made of, so you can quit thinking about that right now. Instead, for a more time-efficient full-body dousing, simply utilize nature’s
shower: rain. Bcause standing in the rain is a great way to catch a cold, and I care about your personal health, wait until after the
storm when huge puddles have formed in front of the school, and then stand as close to the bus lane as possible. When one of
those big yellow suckers rolls on by, you’ll get absolutely annihilated by a tsunami of fresh puddle water. Voila! If water is sprayed
in a shower, and showers make you clean, then the transitive property conveniently proves that you are now spotless!
Water isn’t the whole story, though—just the first chapter. The introduction. The copyright information. There’s very finelydetailed minutiae that extend past everyone’s favorite pair of hydrogen and oxygen. You’ve got to get yourself smelling nice,
looking fine, and having what every other odorous teenager wished they knew how to pull off: the it factor. This requires practices
such as combing your hair and brushing your teeth. You could bring your own toothbrush and toothpaste to school, but that idea
operates under the assumption that you somehow have time to buy toothbrushes but not to take 15-minute showers. Instead, try
finding a whiteboard eraser and use those bristles for some wholesome dental care. Then, to simulate some minty fresh paste,
get your buddy to spit some gum on the eraser. Like a snowball to the front teeth, your food chute will never feel the same again!
Your scent is an important part of your public appearance, but for most students, it probably just ends up trampling everyone
around them. Can’t lather up those nooks and crannies with some fresh cologne at home? Pop some quarters into that Snapple
vending machine. Choose your flavor carefully. I prefer Diet Peach Mangofire, but some people have told me that Owesome
Orangeade is pure nasal bliss. Rip the cap off that jar, and dump the whole thing all over you like you’ve got nothing to lose. J. C.
Penney wishes that they carried this.
However, now your hair is wet. It will dry, become frizzy, and everyone—the teachers, the janitors, everybody—will point and
laugh. There are no hair dryers around (unless you can pay your pal or a generous stranger to blow air and numerous diseasecarrying germs on you), so how will you survive? Just stick your head in front of the theater spotlights in the auditorium; you’ve
probably got some theater friend who can get you access to the lights. If not, audition for the school play yourself, get the lead
role, and then let your follicles bask in the warm glow of the spotlight everyday after school. Speaking of hair care, sometimes your
own facial hair just doesn’t tickle your fancy. There’s no need to worry though—a quick shave is entirely possible without having
to shave quickly at all. The sidewalks in front of the school are exceptionally rough so just situate yourself on the floor and go to
town. And by go to town, I mean rub your chin hairs on the ground until that nifty friction helps them disappear altogether. The
only problem with blindly scraping hair off your face is distinguishing between wanted and unwanted hair, but I’ve always believed
that eyebrows are kind of gross anyways, like caterpillars sleeping on your face. Who needs that?
What you do need is time in the day to properly care for yourself. Due to such imaginary fiction not existing in this realm of
reality, you’ll need to get crafty. Please, do not think the world of hygiene is limited to only the exquisite life hacks I have listed
here today. Feel free to get creative. Wash your clothes in the cafeteria water cooler, or borrow the janitor’s bolt cutters to clip your
fingernails. In the busy world of a high schooler, where breathing sometimes has to be forgone because it can’t be pencilled into
your daily schedule, this is the best you can do to stay hygienic and presentable. And trust me, once you use this advice, they’ll start
replacing the word “clean” with Y-O-U-R-N-A-M-E.
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A Taste of Christmas

JP Got Talent,
contd.

PRIYA BHATT

Students enjoy dancing to music played by the DJ Club during the Spanish Honor Society’s Navidad dinner.
By KELLY CHEN, senior
NAVIDAD,
the
annual
Christmas
celebration hosted by the Spanish Honor
Society, took place on December 20 in the
cafeteria.
Students, teachers, and alumni all
convened to enjoy the holiday together,
filling the cafeteria with laughter and
conversation.
“As the Sociedad Honoraria Hispanica
invites alumni back every year for Navidad,
it offers a glimpse of the ongoings of SHH
and how it has grown as well as a chance to
be back and say hello to some of my favorite
teachers,” said alumna Breana Tan.
Upon entering the event, everyone was
greeted with a candy cane and a Santa hat.
Navidad began with an immense feast of
both American and Hispanic foods. Several

Bandboozle,
contd.

event. The beginning was troubling because
we only had a set amount of time to
recruit members from B.E.A.T to join the
committee; additionally, a lot of decorations
had to be completed at home. However,
all of our efforts paid off because the
decorations for the actual event really helped
uplift the atmosphere.”
Along with the decoration committee,
the B.E.A.T. members worked together
on committees, tasked with bringing food,
providing entertainment, and publicizing
the event to other students of the music
department. The four committees were
overseen by the two consuls, junior Zoe
Wang and senior Nivea Mohankumar.
“It’s very hectic around this time of year
with the Regions Auditions and all the work
that teachers assign before winter break, but
thanks to our amazing committee heads and
incredibly dedicated members, we manage to
pull off an amazing event every year,” said
senior consul member Nivea Mohankumar.
“Planning the event is definitely a team
effort, and it is great to see everyone’s
individual efforts collectively bring together
so many people for an unbelievable event.”
At this year’s Bandboozle, the walls of the
cafeteria were decorated with Scrabble pieces
and drawings of the Monopoly Man. Pizza,
pasta, cookies, and drinks were provided in
the back of the cafeteria while countless
board games were set up at different tables,
giving those who wanted a break from the
dance floor an opportunity to relax.
“From the dancing to the Super Smash
Bros tournament, Bandboozle has given
me experiences every year that I will never
forget about,” senior Nathan Shek said. “I
got to have an insane amount of fun with
friends. I wish there was a way I could
go back to relive all the past Bandboozle
events, but until then, I will definitely attend
Bandboozle in the future.”

SHH members, sporting their favorite
Christmas apparel, pitched in to serve the
long line of attendees that extended the
length of the cafeteria.
After dinner, the lights dimmed, and
everyone was invited to the dance floor. The
DJ Club provided the music, playing remixes
of popular Christmas songs. This part of
the night was particularly popular with SHH
members, who were able to dance with
Señora Martinez, the society advisor.
The entire event was organized by the
Spanish Honor Society executive board,
which had planned far in advance to make
Navidad a success. The executive board
members were responsible for transforming
the cafeteria into a festive party space
complete with string lights, ornaments, and
a Christmas backdrop for photos.
“Preparing for Navidad was definitely

a lot of work,” said senior executive board
member Nabiha Sherali. “However, it’s
always worth it to see everyone having a
good time, and the SHH general members
are always really helpful in setting up and
carrying out the vision of the board.”
Navidad instilled the holiday spirit in all
of its attendees, whether or not they were
SHH members. Students, teachers, and their
families all found the opportunity to make
warm holiday memories even before winter
break.
“I love Navidad because it feels like a huge
family meal,” said senior Shruti Sundaresh.
“This was my third year attending the event
and I can definitely say that I’ll be coming
back to visit. The atmosphere preps everyone
for the holiday spirit. SHH welcomes
everybody, including people outside of JP, to
get together and join in on the fun.”

A Celebratory Concert
By NEHA CHOUDHARI, junior
THE JP STEVENS BAND CONCERT was
held in the auditorium on December 13 to
commemorate the holiday season. Under
the direction of band director Mr. DiNicola
and assistant band director Mr. Zazzali, the
Freshman Band, the Symphonic Band, and
Wind Ensemble performed holiday medleys
featuring specific instrument groups and
soloists.
The concert commenced with music
from the Clarinet Choir, which was led by
Mr. Zazzali. An array of different types of
clarinets—ranging from bass clarinets to
alto clarinets—performed the piece “Dance
of the Reed Pipes.”
The first band to perform was the
Symphonic Band, the largest ensemble of
the three. The three pieces, conducted by Mr.
Zazzali, were titled “Winterfest,” “Chanukah
Collage,” and “Celebrate Christmas!” Each
song, using popular Christmas carols as the
basis for their melodies, featured contrasting
woodwind and brass musical phrases.
Soloists, including sophomores Se-Ah Kim
and Shriyaus Lingam, on flute and trumpet
respectively, showcased their valuable
performance skills.
To provide a smooth transition from the
Symphonic Band to the Wind Ensemble,
various small ensembles were chosen to
play select songs that showcased the unique
features of their instruments. Three tuba
players from the Wind Ensemble performed
“You’re a Mean One, Mr. Grinch,” and
three flute players from the same ensemble
performed “Christmas Medley.” Members
of these small ensembles took initiative to
set up practices outside of school, during
mornings, and during study halls.
“Coming to school early was sometimes
hectic because the band room is locked for
anyone who arrives past 7 a.m.,” said junior
Pranav Krishna, who had been familiar with
the concept of small ensembles since last

year. “But it was worth it—our tuba trio had
the opportunity to play the piece that I had
composed.”
The last band to perform was the Wind
Ensemble, the most selective group of the
night. Entrance into this ensemble was
determined through an audition held from the
previous year along with past performance
in CJMEA auditions. The first two songs
performed were called “Christmas Legends”
and “Festive Sounds of Hanukkah,” both
conducted by Mr. DiNicola. Unlike the other
bands that practiced their concert songs
everyday during class, the Wind Ensemble
was expected to learn the songs on its own.
In spite of this, the songs garnered ample
cheers from the crowd with their cohesive
harmonies and overall clarity. For their
annual classic song titled “Sleigh Ride,” an
alumnus named Mario Labot was invited to
play piccolo along with the band.
Following the performances, the students
who qualified for the CJMEA Region Band
were recognized. 36 students were accepted,
the most from any school in Central Jersey.
In fact, six JPS band members—junior
Stephen Juan, senior Sohil Shah, senior
Hannah Seo, junior Brian Jiang, senior
Robert Zhu, and junior Chris Shen—ranked
first overall for their respective instruments.
Also recognized was drummer Varun Das,
who was selected as a drummer for the 2018
Grammy Jazz Sessions Band.
“I am really looking forward to the
experience of playing at esteemed venues
in NYC, recording an album at Power
Station (Avatar Studios), attending the 2018
Grammy Awards, and playing at the Grammy
Celebration After Party.” said senior Varun
Das. “A lot of hard work has brought me
here and I accredit my parents, teachers, and
friends for my success.”
With the help of Mr. DiNicola, Mr.
Zazzali, and the students themselves, the
band concert truly created a festive spirit
with its varied melodies.

out with JPS Got Talent, I enjoyed seeing
everyone work together, and I can’t wait to
see how the event progresses in the future.”
To initiate the event, an introductory video
featuring Ms. Pawlikowski and seniors Jared
Borja and Gillian Zahn, who impersonated
Sharkboy and Lavagirl respectively, explained
the premise of the show: Ms. Pawlikowski
needed Sharkboy and Lavagirl’s help to save
JP Stevens and find the disappearing talent.
Throughout the evening, Gillian and Jared
entertained the audience with their banter,
jokes, and cheer-offs. They both embraced
the roles of their characters by referencing
specific characteristics from the movie, like
“The Dream Song,” and dressing up in their
characters’ attires.
Before beginning the first of the 11 acts,
the hosts introduced faculty judges: Ms.
Biloholowski, Ms. Zazanis, and Mr. Alfonzo.
The performances began as seniors Nick
Chung and Lara Vezard sang Christina Perri’s
“Jar of Hearts” to senior Aidan George’s
guitar accompaniment. The popular songs
chosen by the contestants allowed the
audience to sing along; junior Rohan Shah
combined Luis Fonsi’s “Despacito” and
John Legend’s “All of Me” on the piano
and sophomore Arya Massand powerfully
covered Demi Lovato’s “Warrior.” Senior
Tajira Harmon displayed her powerful vocal
range in Adele’s “All I Ask” and junior Judy
Paul performed Nina Simone’s “Feeling
Good.”
The stage was also home to selfcomposed tunes, as freshman Kareena
Salvi performed her original piece “My Life
in Music.” The performances continued
with mellow tunes. Freshmen Erica Pun
and Austin Edappara danced to Korean
pop music by incorporating hip-hop and
modern choreography. The final act for the
first round was senior Denny Mugica, who
soulfully performed Sam Smith’s “Lay Me
Down.”
During a brief intermission, the judges
chose three people that would move onto
the second round: Tajira Harmon, Angelica
Dalzon, and Denny Mugica. Judges also
selected a Wild Card act, in which the judges
allowed one extra person, Kareena Salvi, to
perform for the next round.
“As judges, we scored each performance
individually. The contestants were evaluated
for originality, entertainment value, audience
reaction, and overall effect,” said faculty
judge Mr. Alfonzo. “After round one, we
discussed our top-scoring acts and came
to an agreement for who we felt should
advance to round two and audience voting.”
Placements of the competition would
be derived from Round Two; thus, the
energy was high and the audience watched
intently. The second round began with a
performance from senior Tajira Harmon,
with a performance of Alicia Keys’ “If
I Ain’t Got You,” while senior Angelica
Dalzon followed with her rendition of Katy
Perry’s “The One That Got Away.” Denny
Mugica, with his strong vocals and powerful
stage presence, performed a cover of Demi
Lovato’s “Sorry” and received a standing
ovation from the audience. The final
performance was by Kareena Salvi, who
sang and played the piano to her original
song “My Life in Music: Part Two.”
The results were then announced:
Angelica Dalzon was second runner-up,
Tajira Harmon was first runner-up, and
Denny Mugica was the first place winner.
“Because it is my senior year, I wanted to
step out of my comfort zone. I went in with
the mindset that I am doing this for me, and
regardless of what happens I am going to
have fun,” said senior Denny Mugica. “JPS
Got Talent really gave me the opportunity to
showcase my passion to my peers, teachers,
and family. Overall, I am still in awe that I
won, and it feels like a dream, since the other
acts were truly phenomenal.”
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Greenhouse, contd.
MD students with the opportunity to learn
and interact on campus, Ms. Holborow
along with Ms. Rosenberg have taught and
guided these students in the selling and
retail of the farmstand and the logistics
of general maintenance in the greenhouse.
“It’s a life skill that the students are
learning. They learn how to sort the produce
and know when the produce is ripe and
thus when to pick it,” said Ms. Pawlikowski,
the school principal. “Many teachers work
with the students in the greenhouse and
teach them when to pick the produce and
how to plant, and they eventually sell it.”
Attention was first brought towards this
$100,000 farmer’s grant when Ms. Holborow,
both an environmental science teacher and
the advisor for SEA, JP’s environmental
club, received word from Ed Vanacker.
Vanacker, a representative of Farmers
Insurance from Metuchen, New Jersey,
urged Ms. Holborow to apply for a grant
that could be used for potential project ideas.
From there, Ms. Holborow applied for
the preliminary $2500 grant that would allow
application towards the $100,000 grant.
Through voting, both grants were won and put
towards different projects—the $2500 grant
contributed to the Jora composting stations
that allow for composting and recycling
nutrients without the use of fertilizers or
chemicals in the back of the greenhouse
while the $100,000 grant was put towards
acquiring solar panels for the greenhouse.
With the new solar panels, Ms.
Holborow and the administration are
hopeful to run both the greenhouse and
the farmstand so that they are completely
self-sustaining in regards to electricity. The
solar panels will be added in the next year,
as the grant must be used within one year.

While Ms. Holborow and the
administration were initially hoping to
pay for all of the costs through the grant,
they are now uncertain of this possibility
due to a new tax on foreign imports
imposed during the Trump administration.
“Unfortunately we don’t manufacture
a lot of solar panels in the United States
right now, and because Donald Trump is in
office, he is trying to tax foreign imports,”
said Ms. Holborow. “Because we currently
don’t make solar panels anywhere in the
United States and the foreign imports
are the best solar panels, unfortunately,
the price will be going up shortly.”
Although the current grant will solely
go to the addition of solar panels, Ms.
Holborow has plans for future grants. She
wishes to acquire rain barrels and seeding
pads in the near future. Rain barrels would
help save rain to water plants rather than
using water from the school. Additionally,
seeding pads would heat the seeds in the
winter, increasing the germination rate and
thus growing more food at a faster rate.
Even with these plans, however, Ms.
Holborow and the administration have
not forgotten one of the key reasons for
the greenhouse: to help the people. Earlier
this year, Ms. Quick got in contact with
the Snap Foundation. This foundation
gives food stamps to those who need
assistance so they can exchange the
stamps for the food grown and sold in the
greenhouse and farm stand, respectively.
“In the grocery store, food stamps can only
get you so much food,” said Ms. Holborow.
“But we hope that we can turn that around
and give them a large amount of produce
for a small amount of their food stamps
and again, give back to the community.”
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O’Donnell Interview
By LEKHYA KOLLU, junior

SENIOR ANDREW CLEMENS from Mrs.
O’Donnell’s English class and his friend
Chris Alise participated in the Three Doctors
Foundation’s Holiday Health Basketball
Benefit on December 2 at Edison Job Corps.
The Three Doctors Foundation, which
offers health programs, education, and
mentoring for youth in New Jersey and New
York, is named after its three founders, Dr.
Sampson Davis, Dr. George Jenkins, and
Dr. Rameck Hunt. As teens, all three grew
up in the inner-city streets of Newark,
where they experienced racism and saw the
low expectations many people had for the
youth in their communities. Determined to
overcome the obstacles of their environment,
they decided to make a pact in high school:
they would support each other while making
it through college and becoming doctors.
In their book, The Pact, the three narrate
their journey from inner-city streets to
medical school. After reading this book
in class, Mrs. O’Donnell and her students
discovered the Three Doctors Foundation.
The three men formed the foundation
in order to give back to their communities.
Their goal is to help teens who are growing
up in similar environments find success.
“Every single one of the doctors felt
that you can never stop giving back to
the community,” said Mrs. O’Donnell.
“They wanted people to know that
despite their success, they haven’t
forgotten where they came from.”
The doctors hope to provide a positive
influence and to serve as proof for
inner-city youth that success, despite
the circumstances, is possible. They
believe that positive role models are vital

for teens; hence, their motto is: “Our
children cannot be what they cannot see.”
After her students showed interest
in the foundation, Mrs. O’Donnell
called the foundation and discovered
that they were holding their annual
Holiday Health Basketball Benefit in
Edison. She found out that her students
were all welcome to attend the event.
Seniors Andrew Clemens and Chris Alise
attended the event and played basketball
with the three doctors. Admission into the
basketball game was an unwrapped gift for
a teen; these gifts went to local teens for the
holidays. The foundation specifically asked
for gifts for teens because the donations from
holiday toy drives are usually for younger
children, and teens are often forgotten.
“Everything that they had was donated,”
said Mrs. O’Donnell. “The money they
made was given to minority and urban
schools. It goes to people who really need
school supplies, or things for home.”
While time restrictions limited Mrs.
O’Donnell from publicizing the event
this year, she hopes to get more JP
students involved next year by advertising
the event as early as September, and by
partnering with other community service
clubs at JP. She plans to order more
copies of The Pact so that more seniors
classes can read about the three doctors.
“As they get older and grow more
mature, students begin to understand
their surroundings a lot more. They start
wanting to get more involved in the
community and in volunteerism,” said Mrs.
O’Donnell. “I really hope to get more
of our senior students involved in this
event next year, so that they can get the
chance to do more for the community.”
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An Evening of Honor Ms. Darrah Interview
By XAVIER LEE, senior
QUESTION: What subject do you teach at JP?
ANSWER: Biology and Anatomy &

Physiology.

AARUSHI GOVIL

Inductees of the National Honor Society participate in the candle ceremony.
By AISLINN VERMA, junior
THE NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY held its
annual induction ceremony on November
21 to welcome new juniors and seniors into
the society.
The night began with the recitation of
“The Pledge of Allegiance,” led by the
honor society’s executive board. After choir
members sang the “The Star-Spangled
Banner,” NHS president, senior Amog
Mysore, introduced Ms. Pawlikowski, who
thanked the parents and teachers for their
contribution to the members’ character and
achievements and explained the importance
of character and service.
The board members followed Ms.
Pawlikowski’s speech with an explanation
of the four pillars of NHS: scholarship,
leadership, service, and character. They then
discussed the importance of these pillars in
their lives and those of the new inductees.
“Being surrounded by all of my peers
created a hopeful atmosphere that I will
carry with me through my final few years of
high school,” said junior Jigisha Mavani.

The inductees took their places in the
aisles and at the sides of the auditorium,
where they lit their candles and repeated
the NHS pledge as well as the JP Stevens
alma mater pledge. Upon being called up,
the members walked up to the stage where
they shook hands with Dr. Shallop and Ms.
Pawlikowski, received their certificates and
flowers, and signed their names into the
NHS ledger.
“Looking at the inductees receive their
certificate, a recognition for their persistent
dedication toward academic and social work,
as their parents watched with pride, was
incredible,” said senior Prit Vakil, recording
secretary of NHS.
The ceremony was concluded with final
words from the board members and a
reception held in the cafeteria afterwards.
“Generally, the induction ceremony
served as new inspiration for me,” says
junior Karina Melgar. “Although I was being
recognized for my volunteering efforts and
my contributions to the community, the
speeches and the atmosphere only inspired
me to further help those in need.”

Kumar, contd.

ultimately driving him to lose everything he
had.
When thinking of ideas for films, Kunal
emphasizes the importance of relatability––
the film’s impact on its audience and the
message it conveys.
“When you’re writing a film, not only
does it have to be a good story, but it also
has to be relevant,” said Kunal.
Kunal had directed a short film in
a similar fashion the previous year for
Campus Movie Fest (CMF) called Euphoria,
where he had also explored the dangerous
effects of addiction. After Ante Up, he
continued to produce short films, such as
Islamophobia, a short PSA (Public Service
Announcement) film that touches upon the
systemic ignorance towards the Islamic faith
and the stigmatization of Muslims in society.
Another production he was involved in was
Lead Vendetta, a short action film that details
the events that ensue after two gangster
brothers inherit their late father’s empire.
Kunal claims that his passion for
production began during the time he
spent at JP Stevens. During his formative
years in high school, he was a part of the
Guinea Pig Program and media class run
by Mrs. Mateyka and Mr. Barulli. This class,
which served as a hybrid between writing
and producing different aspects of film, is
what Kunal attributes to his initial interest
in production and why he ultimately chose
to enter the film industry during his years in
college and after.
“I was not the brightest student in
high school––any of my teachers can
attest to that,” said Kunal. “But it was the
opportunities given to me to be creative––
not to take the shortcut, but to take the
alternative route––that allowed me and
like-minded people to come together and
to create something truly amazing. For

example, we weren’t told to write an essay
for Shakespeare, but rather create a movie
trailer for it.”
In a broader context, Kunal credits his
overall experience at JP Stevens for building
him into the person he is today. The life-long
friends he made and the bonds he had with
his teachers give him the motivation he has
to pursue what he loves.
“I loved how JP Stevens forced me to
think so many years ahead. Teachers like
Mr. O’Connor, Mrs. Mateyka, and Mr.
Andreuzzi interacted with us like adults and
they tested us to our full potential,” said
Kunal. “In college, you will be competing
with people from all around the world;
you will remember the times when you had
people like them who forced you to think
harder and who believed in you more than
you believe in yourself.”
Kunal further emphasizes that such
interactions and the connection he
developed with his teachers helped him to
learn how to build meaningful relationships
with others in business school and in largely
stratified industries as well as to understand
how to best communicate with others.
In a school like JP Stevens that places so
much emphasis on the future and achieving
success, students often feel pressured to
take the safest plan rather than follow their
interests, but Kunal advises students to
pursue what they love.
“Aggressively pursue your passion, no
matter what it is. As a student who was
always thinking of the ‘safety plan,’ I found
out early on that whatever industry you
decide to go into, there are always people at
the top,” said Kunal. “Don’t waste your time
going into an industry you don’t like; rather,
go into an industry you truly love and work
your butt off, because it will make getting to
the top that much easier.”

QUESTION: What was your reaction to being
awarded Teacher of the Year? Were you
aware that you had been nominated for this
award?
ANSWER: I learned of it truly when Ms.
Pawlikowski made the announcement in the
morning. I instantly burst in tears because
it was emotionally overwhelming. I felt so
honored and humbled because there are so
many dynamic teachers in the building.
QUESTION: What prompted you toward
choosing teaching as your profession?
ANSWER: As a child, I was enthralled with
science, particularly with living things.
Growing up, I was always explaining things
I observed to my family. We were a pretty
scientific family in terms of our interests.
It was this passion for living things that
originally drove me to zoology, but my
mother encouraged me to go into teaching.
I am so happy I ended up choosing teaching
because I am able to share my love of
human health with my students and support
their interests and their career choices.
QUESTION: What does HOSA stand for?
Why did you decide to advise this club?
ANSWER: HOSA stands for Healthcare
Occupation Students of America, and it
was started this year by three students at JP
Stevens who asked me if I was interested in
advising the club. I was instantly interested
when I found out it was about healthcare
and the professional field. I agreed to advise
the club because I think it gives students the
opportunity to explore their passions and be
exposed to potential career options.

QUESTION: As a teacher, what is your
ultimate goal? What do you hope to instill in
your students by the end of each year? What
do you hope for all students?
ANSWER: I want my students to be
scientifically literate so they can be adult
decision makers who are aware of their
circumstances. This extends to various
realms, whether it would be their career,
their own health, their advocating for loved
ones, or even their political stances and
decisions—I want them to make scientifically
well-informed decisions.
QUESTION: What do you love most about
teaching and being in a school surrounded
by students?
ANSWER: What I love most about teaching
is the relationships I form with my students.
By watching them grow and mature, I
feel that my students are my temporary
children for each year. I love watching the
learning process and observing the lightbulb
moments when kids learn something or
become excited about a topic—it makes my
efforts all the more worthwhile. I also love
joking with the kids and talking to them when
they come back to visit. I love seeing how
far they have gone after high school. Some
even say they are going to become biology
majors! I think this is simply amazing that I
was able to play a role through the process
of the cultivation of their passion.
QUESTION: What are some of your interests
outside of your time in JP Stevens? Any
hobbies or favorite activities?
ANSWER: I love playing golf
; it is one of
my favorite activities. Other than that, I am
also very passionate about my pets and the
rescuing of animals in general. I have had
horses since I was nine years old, and I rode
horses competitively for decades up until
around three years ago.

Marvelous Melodies

HARSHITA JAIN

The Concert Orchestra plays “Hanukkah Habanera” under the direction of Dr. Verdi.
By SNEHA BHATTACHARYA, freshman
THE JP STEVENS ORCHESTRA performed
their annual Winter Concert under the
direction of Dr. Verdi on December 14.
The first half of the program featured
the Concert and Freshman Orchestras.
The Concert Orchestra, comprised of
sophomores, juniors, and seniors, began
the concert with Bach’s “Jesu, Joy of Man’s
Desiring” and followed with “Hanukkah
Habanera,” arranged by Tim McCarric.
Next, the Concert Orchestra began their
repertoire. They performed “A Christmas
Festival” which featured popular Christmas
songs, such as “Joy to the World,” “Hark!
The Herald Angels Sing,” “Silent Night,”
and “Jingle Bells.” The contrasting tempos
of each tune made for a diverse composition
that kept the audience engaged.
The Freshman Orchestra then performed
“Westminster Prelude and Fugue,”
composed by David Shaffer, and concluded
its part of the show with a traditional
Scottish song, “Two Scottish Farewells.”

“Though in the midst of adjusting to the
busy high school schedule, the freshmen
were able to find sufficient time to practice
and perform advanced pieces,” said junior
Edmund Li.
The second half of the show featured
the Chamber Orchestra; they played “Plink,
Plank, Plunk!” a fast-paced piece full of
dynamic contrast.
“Countless hours went into preparation
for the winter concert,” said sophomore
Rebecca Fang. “There were many weekly
rehearsals and a lot of time was spent in
class.”
The last ensemble to perform was the
Philharmonia Orchestra, consisting of
members of the Chamber Orchestra and
Wind Ensemble; they performed “Peter
and the Wolf ” featuring narration by senior
Diane Cervelli.
“So many people came out for our
holiday concert this year,” said Dr.
Verdi. “All of the students did a splendid
job playing their pieces and I couldn’t
be prouder of their performance.”

SPORTS

JANUARY 2018

Return of the Tiger
By JEFFREY HSU, sophomore
THOUGH WORLD-RENOWNED golf player
Tiger Woods is commonly associated with
fame and glory, a series of disappointments
following his initial run of global preeminence
reminded people that his promising career
quickly turned tragic. Recently, however,
his comeback has captivated an audience
seeking a heartwarming resolution to his
setbacks that have marked his past decade.
Having prospered at the collegiate level
during his time at Stanford University,
where he won the U.S. Amateur title, the
NCAA individual championship, and the
Pac-10 Player of the Year, Woods soared to
prominence leading up to his professional
career. In 2000, Woods gained international
acclaim when he won the 2000 U.S. Open:
he broke or tied nine tournament records
in what Sports Illustrated called “the greatest
performance in golf history.” He was
the youngest golfer to achieve the Career
Grand Slam, was named the Sports Illustrated
Sportsman of the Year (the only athlete to be
honored twice), and was ranked number one
in the world, all before the age of 24. Over the
years, his victories in 79 PGA tour events and
14 major tournaments would create a legacy
that would resonate in the world of sports.
Woods’s achievements go on, but his
struggles are equally significant. Starting in
2002, Woods underwent multiple surgeries
following his excruciating knee and back
injuries. The accumulation of these incidents
eventually led to a fallout in his esteemed
career: his rankings plummeted from number
one in the world to outside the top 500.

By 2015, Woods still hadn’t shown any
indication of complete recovery and failed to
qualify for consecutive major tournaments.
Then, on May 29, 2017, he was arrested for
driving under the influence after the police
discovered painkillers and THC in his body
system. As he faded from eminence in the
sports universe and the public eye, many
were left wondering what had happened
to one of the greatest golfers in history.
However, in late 2017, Woods began his
comeback to the world stage: at the Hero
World Challenge, a tournament that he
created and hosted, Woods made his first
PGA start in nearly nine months. On the
7th hole, Tiger pulled off an eagle after
driving the green, a moment reminiscent
of his prime years. Shortly after, on the
twelfth hole in the fourth round, Woods
had a stroke of luck when his shot landed
just short of the water. Woods cleaned
up the near-disaster with an excellent
chip shot and putt, which saved a par.
Woods finished the tournament eight
under par, respectable for ninth place in the
tournament. But the statistics of his result
meant nothing compared to the durability,
resilience, and composure he demonstrated
with every shot. Changes in his demeanor
and spirit were clearly evident to those
watching, and Woods himself remarked
upon his now stable physical and emotional
condition, saying, “This is very different…
I didn’t realize the slow, degrading nature
of my back and how bad it had gotten
to.” Finally free from the back issues that
had haunted him for years, Woods brings
hope of a comeback story for the ages.
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The Art of Celebration
By AVI SURA, junior
EACH SPORT has its own form of
celebration during games: in baseball, fans
do the wave; in football, the players jump
into the stands; in basketball, the whole
bench rises in raucous cheer. Although such
acts of celebration excite the audience, they
also counteract the serious and competitive
nature of sports by adding an element of
wholesome fun. Players often put their own
creative spins on their celebrations, treating
them as an art form. This art of celebration
has been a growing tradition for both the
fans and the players of the game to enjoy.
As this tradition continues to prevail,
several sports teams have evolved their own
methods of celebration. Recently, football
teams like the Philadelphia Eagles have
taken many opportunities to bask in the
celebration spotlight. Boasting a leaguebest 11-2 record, the Eagles have diversified
the way they savor their glory. During week
five of the season, wide receiver Torrey
Smith scored a touchdown that raised the
score to 21-0 over the Arizona Cardinals.
Then, he swung the football to impersonate
hitting a homerun. Creative celebrations
have not been limited to the Eagles;
throughout the season, several other teams
have engaged in eventful celebrations such
as the Electric Slide, leapfrog, duck-duckgoose, and even Lion King impersonations.
Although the Philadelphia Eagles may
not have the intention of gloating, some of
their opponents, such as the Chicago Bears,
have been offended by their gestures. Bears
offensive lineman Kyle Long, for example,

angrily remarked after the Bears-Eagles game
that “if [the Eagles] want to go on Dancing
With the Stars, that’s great for them.” Long,
along with several other NFL players, has
expressed that teams should not ridicule their
opponents’ losses with obnoxious behaviors.
Just as in the NFL, celebrations have
become popular in professional baseball.
A home run is sometimes followed by an
excessive, arrogant flip of the bat. On top
of this, power hitters often take their time
rounding the bases to soak in the glory
of the moment. In many cases, opposing
players have taken offense to these forms
of unsportsmanlike showboating. In the
case of a bench-clearing brawl that resulted
directly from a bat flip, the league office
has begun to discipline players for inciting
such fights. Opinion is divided among the
various generations of players: veteran
players disapprove of the trend, insisting
that it is disrespectful to the sport, while
younger talents embrace it, claiming that
they’re just having fun. Regardless, the habit
has grown to become a part of baseball’s
culture, whether for better or for worse.
The art of the celebration not only
animates each sport’s individuality, but also
emphasizes the importance of having fun
even during the most competitive moments.
This display of joy from players has a large
impact in contributing to fan appeal, as fans
are always eager to see players put on a show
and get excited about their own performances.
Even though different sports have different
ways of expressing their joyous victories,
the sentiments behind each celebration have
and will continue to remain unchanged.

New York Sports: Big Names in the Big Apple
By BRANDON CHOI, sophomore
IN THE WORLD of sports, stepping
into the major leagues is a monumental
accomplishment for all athletes. However,
to do so while playing on the center stage
of New York City is an even greater feat,
for fans and media in the Big Apple put
an extreme amount of pressure on these
athletes. The city has focused its spotlight
on Kristaps Porzingis, D’Angelo Russell,
and Aaron Judge, three young stars
who have recently showcased their
budding potential over the past year
and proven their capability to lead their
respective franchises into a brighter future.
After the 2014-15 New York Knicks’
subpar season, hopes of restoring their
franchise’s past glory were supposedly
erased when the organization drafted
Kristaps Porzingis, a prospect from
Latvia. Upon having his name
announced on the draft podium
as the fourth pick, Porzingis
drew an overwhelmingly
negative reaction. However,
the rookie couldn’t have been
more misjudged. Three seasons
in, Porzingis has become the
undisputed leader of the Knicks:
he finished second in the 2015
Rookie of the Year voting and
significantly bolstered his statline
in his sophomore year. As Porzingis
transcended the limits that were
initially placed upon him by scouts
and fans, he was handed the keys to
the franchise following the departure
of Knicks superstar Carmelo Anthony.
Heading into mid-December, he is one of
the top five league leaders in both points and
blocks per game, a title that reflects his unique
combination of length and exceptional
shooting. In addition, Porzingis hustled his
way to a historically hot start by scoring
272 points within the first nine games, the
most ever by a New York Knick in that
span. During the annual NBA Media day, a

reporter asked Porzingis, “Are you ready to
lead this team?” Unfazed by the rather direct
question, he responded, “Of course. I am
excited for the opportunity to lead this team.”
Drafted in the same class as Porzingis,
D’Angelo Russell was a highly recruited star
coming out of college basketball. Russell
showed glimpses of a leap to stardom
throughout his first two seasons as a Los

Lakers to draft Lonzo Ball. Magic Johnson,
a Hall of Famer and the Lakers’ president
of basketball operations, explained that
“what [the Lakers] needed was a leader,” a
suggestive statement that many predicted
would light a spark in Russell’s career to
prove Johnson wrong. So far, he has done
exactly that. Starting his first
season as a Brooklyn
Net, Russell has
impressed in the
face of his new

Angeles Laker with his flashy play style and
impressive ball-handling skills. However,
Russell did not get many opportunities on
the court. Playing on a Lakers team that was
honoring the last season of Kobe Bryant’s
illustrious career, Russell constantly found
his potential being stifled. Despite being
regarded as a centerpiece of the Lakers’
future, Russell was traded to the Brooklyn
Nets when the opportunity arose for the

responsibilities as a team leader by averaging
20.9 points, 5.7 assists, and 4.7 rebounds per
game. A significant spike from his previous
years in Los Angeles, this statline indicated
that his new success would only be a taste of
his vast potential. Although an unexpected
knee surgery put him on the sideline for
a few months, Russell is still poised to
thrive in a breakout season and to make
impactful strides with the Brooklyn Nets.

Another centerpiece of the future of
New York sports is Yankees’ rookie Aaron
Judge, who has been creating a name for
himself at a historic pace. After playing
for three years in the minor leagues, the
6’7’’ right fielder made his presence known
during the 2017 season. Judge showcased
surprising speed and agility alongside his
physically imposing frame; this unique
combination of raw strength and athleticism
was the defining factor behind his whopping
52 home runs during the season, the most
ever made by an MLB rookie. His stellar
play led the Yankees to an American League
Championship Series appearance in a
supposed “rebuilding season.” Scouts had
predicted Judge’s power would translate into
many home runs, but none could have
foreseen the rate at which Judge
ascended into superstardom.
His composure and humility
were
equally
striking,
apparent in his modesty on
the field as well as in his
quiet voice of leadership
inside the clubhouse.
In winning the Home
Run Derby and finishing
second in the American
League
MVP
voting,
Judge further validated his
remarkable talent and highprofile status, erasing any
doubt of his role at the core
of the Yankees’ bright future.
Because New York City is
solidified as one of the world’s
greatest sports cities, it is
accustomed to the glory that accompanies
its illustrious history. The Big Apple has
built a sports empire, and numerous up-andcoming sports stars such as Porzingis, Russell,
and Judge provide a newly illuminated future
for the city of bright lights. As they accept
their new leadership roles and continue to
play with the grit and grind of New York
sports, fans will see the players’ exponential
growth manifest into success for the city.
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AS WE APPROACH the halfway point of the school year this
winter, the Hawkeye Sports section has decided to dedicate this
edition to recognizing up-and-coming athletes. With their
legacies starting out strong, there is no doubt that these athletes,
with continued hard work and determination, will leave their
own unique marks in JP athletics by the time they graduate.

By ANSH GUPTA, sophomore,
AKSHAY KHANNA, JIGISHA MAVANI, ROHAN SHAH, juniors,
PRIYA BHATT, senior

Rising Stars
TENNIS SEASON,
sophomore
Elizabeth Yu continued her outstanding
freshman year record by defeating
numerous opponents to make first
singles. She credits many of her
achievements to her early start to
the sport. Elizabeth immediately fell in
love with the sport after “watching [her] brother’s
practices and matches.” Thanks to her parents’ support,
she has now become one of the top 15 players in New Jersey;
she credits them for suggesting “that I give it a shot.” This season,
she upset many top rivals in East Brunswick and South Brunswick
and finished undefeated. Elizabeth received numerous accolades to
commemorate her accomplishments, most notably her first GMC
title. From last year, she was able to improve her accuracy, speed,
and agility. Reflecting back on her hard work, she said that “winning
the GMCs was a huge honor for me.” Her performance at the state
tournament showed that her effort and deftness did not waver since
the previous year. She recalled, “I also had a good run at states where I
made it to the quarterfinals.” Her progress in the state championships
has motivated her to further exceed her accomplishments outside
of school by “competing a lot throughout the year” to “bring up
[her] national ranking.” Her ceaseless practice on the court and
physical conditioning has helped her reach unprecedented levels in
the state and country. She hopes to extend her impressive record
in the future, emphasizing that “I’ve definitely set my sights on
playing for a top Division I school. A few D1 players have really
helped in guiding me through the recruiting process.” One thing
is for sure: wherever Elizabeth goes, she will bring her best shot.
THIS

JENNA YAN never expected that she would achieve so much in
swimming upon her first time entering a pool. After picking up
the sport for the purpose of going to the beach, she soon began
to achieve notable accomplishments in the sport. At 12 years
old, she swam 12 consecutive events over the course of two days
at the NJ YMCA State Championships. Jenna has also earned
numerous accolades, such as MVP, Athlete of the Month, and
a Meet of Champions finalist. Jenna placed one
of the best times in the entire district in the 100m
breaststroke with her record of 1:06:44. In doing
so, she became a two-time GMC champion in the
100m breaststroke. Yet even with these magnificent
achievements, Jenna believes that “you can put in
a lot of time and effort into something, but if it’s
done wrong, then it all goes to waste. For swimming,
especially, the work ethic in practice is reflected in
the meets.” Jenna sees the encouragement of her
mother and her teammates to be a crucial part
of her current success, and in turn, she is always
supportive of other swimmers. Although the
events can be harsh and exhausting, she loves the
sport’s competitive aspect as well as the many new
friendships she has made throughout her career. She
also says, “One thing I would want people to see about my career
as a swimmer is that I’m very respectful of my sport both on
and off the deck.” In the future, Jenna would like to continue
swimming at an NCAA Division I level in college. There is no
doubt that, with her dedication to the sport, Jenna will be an
inspiration and a leader wherever she is, inside the pool or out of it.

WHEN CAMERON LAPLANT walks into a bowling alley, whether it be
for a practice, for a tournament, or just for fun, he is undoubtedly
concentrated; his method to success, however, is simply to stay relaxed
and to try his best. Cameron seemed to have a natural talent for the sport
from the moment he started playing around the age of seven, saying he
“just fell in love with it and wanted to play more seriously.” After getting
a professional coach at the young age of nine, his skills continued to
flourish. Cameron scored his first perfect game as a 13-year-old and
came second in the GMC Championship in his freshman year. Eager
to improve, he came back the following year to win the championship,
shooting a 218 to his opponent’s 206. With a 219.5 average, Cameron
is one of the best that JP has seen, and this sensational level of
achievement certainly does not come easily. Cameron has a great work
ethic and is also known for his striking humility; he makes sure to
celebrate in a sportsmanlike manner and always dedicates his awards to
his family. Cameron added, “I think staying humble really helps keep me
focused and hungry. Along with my insane work ethic when it comes
to the game, I believe I’m truly able to reach new heights every year.”
Cameron also credits his parents, saying, “I always feel their support
whenever I am out there.” Although he currently has no set plans,
Cameron expressed that he would love to bowl for college and that he
plans to continue playing because of his passion for the sport. “I am just
going to wait and see where the
future takes me,” said Cameron.
“Hopefully I can continue playing
for many years.” Whatever the
future has in store for Cameron, it
is certain that he has the potential
and the skill to continue his
magnificence on the bowling lanes.

WHEN HE picked up his first
baseball bat at the age of
seven, Shiv Patel knew he
had chosen the right sport.
He had attempted a plethora of
sports as a child, many of which didn’t fit
his interests, until he finally chose baseball. This
decision might have been one of the most paramount decisions of
his life; ever since, his life has revolved around baseball. Shiv has
come a long way, from a 7-year-old dreaming about his future in
baseball to a key player on his team. Shiv has accumulated a myriad
of accomplishments in JP Stevens, New Jersey, and the United
States, including winning two MVP trophies in the Diamond Nation
and triumphing in countless championships against top teams. As
a first baseman, left-handed pitcher, and outfielder, he achieved
an impressive 20 RBIs and a 0.320 batting average this past year.
He has also been awarded Rookie of the Year for the JP Stevens
varsity baseball team and was placed on the All-Tournament Team
in a Fort Myers, Florida baseball tournament. Shiv’s achievements
in baseball have had a profound impact on his life; they have
taught him countless lessons about teamwork, especially “how
to accept failure and bounce back from it.” The best part about
baseball, in Shiv’s words, is “the bond it creates between players,
which is needed to succeed in the sport.” His desire to emphasize
the importance of teamwork and become the best he can be has
allowed him to flourish in his baseball career. Though his future is
not certain, Shiv has ambitions to continue his ascent in the world
of baseball by playing for an Ivy League college. He has been
inspired to push forward by Babe Ruth’s words, “Never let the fear
of striking out keep you from playing the game.” These words are
sure to stick with him as he continues his career beyond high school.
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LAST SEASON, many teams were shocked
when they heard that a freshman would
be representing JP in first singles, with
some automatically assuming that JP
would be easy to beat. However, Derek
Hsieh surpassed their expectations,
leading JP to a fifth consecutive GMC title and finishing with a 19-3
record—both amazing accomplishments for a freshman. Derek
credits his start in tennis to his father, the one who first encouraged
him to try his hand at the racket and discovered his natural affinity for
the sport. Once his father realized that Derek’s potential for success
in tennis, he started playing with him every day. Over time, Derek
grew more adept in the sport, winning USTA tournament after
tournament and gaining the opportunity to play at Kalamazoo—the
biggest youth tennis tournament in the United States—at the age
of 12. This success requires grit, determination, and an insane work
ethic, all of which has contributed to his place as third in the state.
As a sophomore at JP Stevens, Derek has had a great season record,
advancing to the GMC finals before being stopped in three sets by
junior Damien Ruparel from Westfield, one of the best players in
the state. In a sport that is both physical and mental, perseverance
is key. Derek says that, “In such an individual sport as tennis, when
it’s just you and your opponent, you have to have the mentality to
not give up points and to fight till the very end.” As Derek looks to
the future, he definitely sees himself playing tennis through the rest
of high school and into college. If he continues to keep up the hard
work, there won’t be any opponent or obstacle that can stop him.

SIMRIN CARLSEN is one of the very few players to make it on the
JP girls varsity volleyball team in her freshman year. As the team’s
starter outside hitter and setter, Simrin has contributed a number
of crucial wins to the team. This season, she led the Hawks with
impressive statistics, including 165 kills, 149 digs, and 76 assists.
Though she may be younger than other players, Simrin has amassed
many accomplishments, including being named All-Red Division and
receiving the “Talon Award” as a tribute to her all-around success.
When she reflects on her last season, Simrin says, “As a freshman, I
have made amazing friendships with all of the girls and played good
volleyball along the way.” Besides playing at JP, Simrin also plays with
VB Rags, a nationally ranked club team that excelled last year with
a record of 21-4-0 (W-L-T). Earlier this year, the team ascended to
become the number one club team in the Garden Empire region,
moving on to compete for a national title in the USA Junior National
Championship. Simrin’s indoor court experience has helped her learn a
multitude of valuable lessons, such as looking for areas of improvement
“and maintaining positive energy even when things aren’t going well.”
Simrin also showed her versatility this
summer, as demonstrated by her third
place finish in beach volleyball with her
partner Camryn Paulson. This was an
important experience in Simrin’s life,
which helped her build her volleyball
skills and her confidence. When asked
about her future in volleyball, Simrin
replied, “I hope to compete at the
collegiate level at a school with stress on
academics, as well as develop my overall
game.” Simrin plans on continuing to
play for the Hawks for the following
seasons, anticipating great times and
wonderful achievements with the team.

PAGE 15

FROM HIS ROOTS as a peewee football player, Joey Young has
come a long way. After falling in love with football at just seven
years old, he hasn’t stopped playing since, driven by his undying
passion for the sport. Now a sophomore in high school, he has
fulfilled the childhood dream of many young athletes, earning
the starting quarterback spot for the varsity team. He credits
much of his success to his experience and the malleability of
his playing style. “I think starting young was definitely huge for
me,” said Joey. “Every practice and every game provides new
opportunities for me to pick up little things here and there to
add to my game.” While the prospect of playing as important a
position as quarterback is undoubtedly intimidating, especially
to a player with only a year of high school experience under his
belt, Joey has relished the opportunity. He has been the general
on the field for the Hawks, utilizing his unique capacity to both
pass and run the ball as a quarterback. With 308 rushing yards
and 559 passing yards across ten games, Joey forced opposing
defenses to respect his multidimensional offensive prowess.
Even as opponents adapted, he still managed to keep them
guessing. Behind Joey, the Hawks collected victories against
Perth Amboy, Kennedy Memorial, and New Brunswick,
a significant improvement from the previous season. The
football program has been infused with optimism, and for
Joey, this is only the beginning.
With two more years to go at JP
Stevens, he looks to expand on
his already-budding legacy as the
young centerpiece of the Hawks.

IRENE QUAN first picked up a
volleyball when she was eight years
old, practicing her sets, bumps, and
spikes outside in the backyard with
her brother. As the years passed, her
interest in the sport; alongside her
father and brother—the latter of
whom played varsity volleyball for
JP—she began to realize her potential
to master the sport. With their
encouragement, Irene joined a club
team in eighth grade, an experience
that gave her a huge boost in her initial confidence and skills. Ever
since, Irene’s dedication to volleyball has only increased. Now, as
a varsity athlete, Irene has found undeniable success on the court,
evident through the 79 kills, 26 aces, and 96 digs she has recorded
in her career thus far. She has been recognized with the prestigious
Coach’s Award in 2016 as well as the Hawks Award in 2017. Irene
has had the honors of being named Athlete of the Week at JP
in October and of being featured in the Edison-Metuchen Sentinel.
Outside of volleyball activities in school, Irene spends much of her
free time playing volleyball with her friends to improve and have
fun. Recognizing the importance of teamwork, mental strength,
and constant improvement, Irene has learned valuable lessons
that help her both on and off the court. She says, “Everything you
do is based on the actions of your team members, and you learn
to put your trust into them to ensure the success of everyone
as a whole.” Irene plans to continue on her volleyball journey in
college; with the right determination and motivation, her success
in volleyball will only be the beginning of great things to come.

