THE JOHN P. STEVENS

HAWKEYE

2018 Hall of Honor Issue

Thursday, APR 26, 2018

WWW.JPSHAWKEYE.COM

VOL. LIV - NO. 4

Welcoming the 2018 Hall of Honor Inductees
By THE EDITORS-IN-CHIEF

IN KEEPING WITH the school’s honorable
tradition, JP Stevens has selected another
handful of notable alumni to be inducted
into the John P. Stevens High School Hall
of Honor this year. The selection process is
particularly rigorous, as the committee looks
for alumni who have displayed exemplary
determination and morality in
everything they have achieved.
Pictures of the inductees have
been proudly framed in a

Dr. Robert Palumbo (‘78), Dr. Tiffany Peng
(‘07), Jiles Ship (‘78), Mitchell Stein (‘97),
Jeffrey Zuttah (‘02), and Jeremy Zuttah (‘04).
The application process for the Hall
of Honor starts off with a nomination
round and then progresses to a review

each submission according to their judging
criteria; specifically, they looked at the
community values and accomplishments of
the applicants. This process was extremely
and difficult, as the committee
made sure to properly examine
every application so that it
knew it was making the right

the opportunity to view the showcase in the
front of the school dedicated to the 2018
Hall of Honor inductees. Other current
students will also be given the chance to hear
the stories of the new honorees through an
assembly that will be held during period
12. Although there are many events that
will be happening throughout the day, the
climax will be a dinner that evening at the
Pines Manor. JP Stevens has been subject to
many changes since the 2018 inductees’ high
school days. Teachers and administrative
members have come and gone, the school
population has grown larger and more
diverse, and additional classrooms and
facilities have been built. With all of these
changes, however, the value JP Stevens places
on personal achievement, active citizenship,
and morality has remained constant. The
2018 honorees are phenomenal examples of
these values and more. While their personal
and professional successes differ, they all
share one commonality: their alma mater.
“These men and women once walked
the same halls, participated
in the same classes, and
even learned from some
of the same teachers
as JP’s current
students. The

showcase in
the main office
hallway, and these
photos serve as
emblems and role
models for the
students who
walk through
JP today.
For this year’s
induction
cycle, 13
new alumni
have been added to the
constantly growing Hall of Honor.
As always, students from all walks of life have
been recognized and celebrated: specifically
this year, the candidates include athletes,
business owners, and philanthropists.
No matter their divergent
paths
in
life,
however, all of
the
inductees
carry with them
a high standard of
diligence that has brought
them the success they enjoy today.
Much of this attitude and character
was built during their years at John P.
Stevens High School: the six Pillars of
Character and the lessons they have learned
from both teachers and administrators
resonate through to their current situations.
Many of the alumni thank the teachers
who inspired them throughout their high
school years in the biographies contained
in this issue. JP is proud to welcome back
these innovative Hawks to their former high
school. The inductees for the 2018 Hall of
Honor are David Donner Chait (‘03), David
Gockel (‘76), John Jay Hoffman (‘83), Chieh
Huang (‘99), Dr. Steven J. Kravet (‘83), Frank
Machos (‘98), Alanah Odoms-Herbert (‘98),

committee. As in the
past years, nomination forms
were distributed—online or through
newspapers and mail—to former JP faculty
members, former inductees, and alumni.
Those who received the forms were asked
to nominate notable JP alumni who they
knew. This extensive process came to a
close in mid-October, when the committee’s
reviewal of the forms commenced. This
committee consisted of Ms. Pawlikowksi,
Dr. Shallop, Ms. Brandstetter, Ms. Reusch,
Ms. Digioia-Laird, Ms. Vacca, Ms. Dato, Mr.
Smith, Mr. Andreuzzi, Mr. Miller, Ms. Lasko,
Ms. Unger, and Ms. Cilluffo. The committee
sent out formal applications to the 2018
nominees, and subsequently scrutinized

choice. Every
honored individual truly deserves
this recognition and their successes
will be commemorated in the history
of JP.
The Hall of Honor ceremony will take
place on April 26 this year. The thirteen
inductees will enter JP Stevens once again,
where they will be greeted by current
students who will welcome them into their
alma mater and show them the school’s new
features and additions. The honorees will
also attend a reception with a select number
of current students who have demonstrated
leadership qualities throughout their own
high school careers. They will then be given

inductees
see
their
years at JP as
vital to their development into
the people they are today. The 2018
Hall of Honor inductees are both role
models and sources of motivation for
JP Stevens’ current students, acting as
examples for what dedication and
passion can achieve.
We find the subsequent
quote to be extremely
relevant: “Long ago you
walked these halls and
dreamed of futures bright.
We honor you for what you’ve
done; like the hawk you’ve
soared in flight.” It reinforces
that the honorees were once students like
us but still fulfilled their aspirations. Some
current JP students may achieve professional
goals of a similar magnitude and thus earn a
spot in the Hall of Honor themselves.
On behalf of the administration, the staff,
and the students—both present and past—
we thank the 2018 Hall of Honor inductees
for the growth they have demonstrated since
their time at JP Stevens. We congratulate you
and welcome you to the Hall of Honor.
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Food, Fun, and Friends

preparation for the dinner was not easy.
“The biggest problem we faced was
the food, because we couldn’t save most
of it for later dates,” said junior CoVice President Parnika Anand.
“But
fortunately, we received extra donations
from many of our members, and in the end
we were able to have a successful event.”
After the meal, the hallmark cupcake
decorating contest commenced, in which
arrays of cupcakes were distributed to
tables of students. Students then creatively
decorated these cupcakes with a variety of
toppings and icings. Many cupcakes featured
simple patterns like the classic icing swirl and
polka dots. However, some students opted
for the more complex route, transforming
their cupcakes into works of art. Rightly
so, awards and honorable mentions were
given to cupcakes that had the “Best Mardi

Gras Theme,” “Best French Flag,” and
“Cupcake Most Resembling an Animal.”
“The cupcake designing contest was
my favorite part of Mardi Gras,” said
senior Maggie Pan. “Amidst a busy week
at school, it was nice to unwind and
participate in a friendly competition.”
In accordance with the carnival-themed
traditions that typically take place on
Mardi Gras, a donut-eating competition
ensued, in which participants raced to see
who could finish a powdered donut the
quickest without using their hands. The
event drew waves of cheers throughout
the audience, which became increasingly
divided as the competition grew ever
more intense. After the competition,
a prize raffle, which all the attendees
participated in, awarded sophomore Amna
Pasha with an oversized stuffed bunny
—a fitting prize for the “fat” holiday.
Unlike previous years, Mardi Gras was
met with multiple postponements because
of several nor’easters that forced snow
days upon the district. As a result, the
executive board of the French Alliance
and French Honor Society had to work
tirelessly to coordinate logistical factors
while redispensing scheduling information.
“It is unfortunate that we had to
encounter so many difficulties that forced
us to celebrate Mardi Gras so long after the
date that was originally planned,” said senior
French Alliance board member Sriven
Sikhinam. “However, the silver lining was
truly being able to see the whole event come
to fruition; watching dozens of people
eating food, participating in competitions,
and having a good time with their friends
made the extra time and effort worthwhile.”

with the malfunctioning boom box and
audience participation to finish off the
song. Mr. April and Mr. May, junior
Tenzing Shakya and senior Gabe Beltran,
performed back-to-back dance numbers
that elicited cheers from the audience.
“This was my first and last time attending
Mr. JPS,” said senior Gaurav Aggarwal. “But
I can honestly say that I was really glad that
I went—the atmosphere was great, and
the acts made it all the more memorable.”
The audience waved their flashlights to the
beat of junior Sameer Madhukar’s medley,
in which Sameer played both the drums
and piano while singing, with junior Karina
Melgar accompanying him. In between acts,
Aneesa and Vritti invited audience members
onstage to test their knowledge of the Greek
gods and reality television. Two winners
walked away with prize candy before
ceding the stage to Mr. July, senior Kush
Patel, and his stand-up comedy act. Kush
offered jokes about JP, Edison, and himself
to an audience that erupted with laughter.
Seniors Rahul Kanani and Tarun John, Mr.
August and September respectively, finished
off the first half of the night with their
dance acts, accompanied by their friends.
During the brief intermission, audience
members were asked to go out into the lobby
and place a ballot into the box of the boy
whose muscles they preferred the most, and
these votes were counted in order to award
Mr. Muscles at the conclusion of the event.
The talent portion then proceeded, starting
off with senior Kevin Joseph’s spirited dance
number. Senior Jared Borja showed off his
singing and composing skills, performing an
original song he had written especially for Mr.
JPS. To conclude the performances, senior
Cristian Ossa presented a full-on Broadway
number, complete with background
dancers and songs like “Friend Like Me”
from Aladdin and “Beauty and the Beast.”
All 12 of the contestants then rejoined
the stage to show off their formal wear,

escorted by close friends, and in Cristian
Ossa’s case, a little sister. Standing in
a line, each boy took turns answering
questions posed by the hosts. The boys
expressed gratitude for their friends,
family, and each other in their responses.
However, they saved their biggest thank
you message for last, in a blooper video that
recognized each contestant’s appreciation
for Mr. Baer’s hard work throughout the
rehearsal process. They thanked the Special
Events committee of Student Council,
which worked tirelessly to transform
the auditorium into a place fit for gods.
“A lot of work went into making the
show the best it can be,” said Student
Council President Brian Dan-Ding.
“This couldn’t have been done without
the expert choreography of Kareena
Salvi and our hosts Vritti and Anesha.”
At the end of the night, the audience
awaited the results of the competition. Mr.
Baer announced Mr. Muscles first; the boy
who garnered the most votes at intermission
was Mr. February, Sebastian Recto. Over the
course of the week leading up to the event, all
of the boys had chosen charities they wanted
to support, and they had been collecting
money to contribute to their causes. In total,
they raised over $600, and Sameer Madhukar
won the title of Mr. Charity for raising the
most money. Sameer was awarded a check
of $600 to donate to his charity of choice,
the Alzheimer’s Association. Kush Patel was
given the title of Mr. Talent for his standout
performance during his comedy act. The role
of Mr. Congeniality was voted for amongst
the 12 contestants, who all nominated
the person they thought was the most
compassionate. Jared Borja was awarded
this title, as the other boys cited his ability
to make them feel at home. Cristian Ossa
was crowned Mr. JPS, for his performance
in all categories of the competition. He was
enveloped in a hug by his fellow contestants
as Mr. Baer placed the crown on his head.
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WENDY JIA

Attendees participate in the annual donut eating competition.
By XAVIER LEE, senior
ON MARCH 27, the annual Mardi
Gras celebration was hosted by the
French
Alliance,
bringing
students
into the streets of inner city of Paris.
Mardi Gras, which translates to “Fat
Tuesday,” is known throughout the world
for its festivities, which traditionally entail
eating richer, fatty foods and celebrating
with music and games in preparation
for fasting in the Lenten season.
While entering the cafeteria, students
were met with the aroma of freshly baked
cookies, brownies, and cupcakes that
filled the air as music echoed from the
overhead speakers. Casual conversation
combined with the enticing scent of
baked goods made for an enjoyable dinner
of pizza, chips, and dessert. However,

The King of the Gods
By KELLY CHEN, senior

THE GREEK GODS came down to the
mortal world on March 23 as 12 juniors
and seniors, each portraying a different
deity, vied for the title of Mr. JPS.
To introduce the theme of the event,
the 12 contestants and the hostesses,
seniors Aneesa Khan and Vritti Vazirani,
all took part in a video prepared by the
JPS Film Club. Aneesa and Vritti acted as
Jersey Shore stars Snooki and JWoww, who
were enlisted by the Olympians to find a
fitting reality show for them to participate
in. After vetoing shows like The Voice
and Keeping Up with the Kardashians, the
hostesses had only one option left: a male
pageant. At the conclusion of the video,
the contestants burst into the auditorium,
performing an energetic dance to a medley
of songs that included “Zero to Hero” from
Hercules and Beyonce’s “End of Time.”
The fashion portion of the evening
quickly followed, starting off with “month
wear,” in which each contestant dressed
according to the months they corresponded
to. Mr. February, senior Sebastian Recto,
donned a Cupid costume, while Mr.
December, senior Cristian Ossa, wore
a Santa suit for the holidays. The boys
then changed into their pajamas for the
sleepwear portion, with some contestants
carrying their favorite stuffed bears while
sporting onesies and bathrobes. The fashion
component concluded with swimwear,
during which each contestant confidently
strutted onstage with his favorite beach attire.
Mr. January, junior Avi Sura, kicked off
the talent segment with an upbeat dance,
followed by Sebastian Recto’s acoustic
rendition of “Location” by Khalid, which
was accompanied on guitar by senior
Aidan George. Mr. March, senior Michael
Cioffi, brought a comedic spin to his
musical number, singing the Mean Girls
version of “Jingle Bell Rock,” complete

Mitchell Stein, Class of 1997
MITCHELL STEIN, a graduate of JP Stevens Class of 1997, is currently the
Senior Vice President and Senior Portfolio Management Director of The Beyer
Stein Group at Morgan Stanley. He oversees almost $1 billion in assets for high
profile investors; for his work, he has been nationally recognized on Forbes’ 2018
list of America’s Top Wealth Managers by state, and as a top wealth manager by
the New York Magazine from 2015 to 2017.
While attending high school, Mr. Stein never imagined being a financial
advisor; rather, he simply knew he wanted to be working on Wall Street. As the
Student Council Treasurer, he had his first experiences managing money, but
Mr. Stein also explored the athletic scene as the captain of the boys basketball
team and a member of the varsity football team. Aside from his extracurriculars,
Mr. Stein excelled academically, specifically drawing inspiration from Mr. Tony
Simonelli and Mr. Randy Westrol, coaches who collectively taught him the
importance of perseverance. With his indisputable grit, Mr. Stein continued
his education by graduating with Highest Distinction from the Pennsylvania
State University in 2001, and earning his Certified Financial Planner (CFP)
designation in 2007. He then commenced his professional career as a UBS
Wealth Management analyst and a member of the firm’s Equity Research and
Sales Desk.
Today, in order to honor his best friend who survived cancer, Mr. Stein
supervises his self-made Keith Ayers Scholarship for Courage. He also lives
with his family: his wife, whom he met and fell in love with in high school, and
his kids, whose basketball team he coaches.
If Mr. Stein could give advice to any JPS student, it would be to put in
the extra 5% to reach extraordinary goals. According to him, the first 95%
of a journey is easy to accomplish, but the effort put into the remaining 5%
distinctly separates failure from success. As his favorite quote by Georg Wilhelm
Friedridh Hegel goes, “Nothing great in the world has even been accomplished
without passion.”

David T. Gockel, Class of 1976

David T. Gockel graduated from John P. Stevens High School in 1976, pursuing a higher education
at Middlesex County College before enrolling at the New Jersey Institute of Technology to obtain a
bachelor’s degree in civil engineering. After graduating from NJIT Summa Cum Laude in 1981, Mr.
Gockel went on to study geotechnical engineering at the University of California - Berkeley with a
Regents Fellowship, earning his master’s degree in 1982 Cum Laude.
Despite a general interest in construction and carpentry, Mr. Gockel could not pinpoint a specific
area of interest until taking “Soil Mechanics and Foundation Design”—a course taught by Professor
Moynihan which focused on the mechanical properties of soil. Mr. Gockel was fascinated by the
variety of soil types that he encountered.
“Moynihan’s class was a turning point for me,” said Mr. Gockel in an interview with NJIT, explaining
that this course piqued his interest and set him on the track to becoming a geotechnical engineer.
“Geotechnical engineering is a blend of science and art because the subsurface conditions are highly
variable,” said Mr. Gockel, according to Maureen Foody, a freelance writer who wrote for the Civil +
Structural Engineer Magazine. “You need to have good judgment because, unlike concrete or steel, soil
and rock are not manufactured at a plant. We have to work with what mother nature has given us.”
After graduating from University of California - Berkeley, Mr. Gockel returned to the East Coast to
work as a staff engineer at Langan. When he entered an entry-level position at Langan, the company
had 36 employees and $2.5 million in business. Through a combination of hard work and excellent
partnerships, Mr. Gockel eventually ascended to the position of CEO and President of the company,
expanding his firm to employ around a thousand employees distributed over more than twenty offices.
Mr. Gockel holds myriad distinctions outside of his work as Langan’s CEO and President; he serves
on the NJIT Board of Overseers, the Steven Institute of Technology Dean’s Advisory Committee, the
NAIOP Research Foundation Board of Governors, and the New Jersey Chapter Board of Trustees.
He also works as Chapter President of Chi Epsilon, a Civil Engineering Honor Society. He has
charitably raised $850,000 for a substance abuse rehabilitation center and over $430,000 for natural
disaster victims.

Jeremy Zuttah, Class of 2004

WHILE AT JP, Jeremy Zuttah was a three-sport athlete, participating in football,
basketball, and baseball. As a member of the JP Stevens football team, Mr. Zuttah
started for three years, earning the ranking of the 34th best offensive guard in the
country by Rivals.com. His fondest memory of his time at JP was when the football team
played the state championship game at Rutgers in 2001. Mr. Zuttah credits football
coach Jeff DiCocco for helping him develop a strong work ethic that served him well on
the field and in school. After receiving offers from a number of college football teams,
he ultimately committed to Rutgers University, where he earned a degree in economics
in three and a half years. As a member of the Rutgers football team, Mr. Zuttah began
as a reserve player before assuming the role of left guard alongside Pedro Sosa. He
subsequently moved to right tackle in Rutgers’ new zone blocking scheme. Mr. Zuttah
earned many honors during his college football career, among them being the All Big East Honors as well as being named to the 2007 Big East All-Academic and AllConference teams. Mr. Zuttah’s contributions to his team enabled the Rutgers offensive
line to be ranked 15th nationwide in rushing. After Rutgers, Mr. Zuttah was drafted
into the NFL by the Tampa Bay Buccaneers in the third round, being the overall 83rd
pick in 2008. He played for four seasons and a total of 58 games, starting in 30 games
at left guard, 9 games at center, and 5 games at right guard. Having signed onto a fouryear contract in 2012 with the Buccaneers, he was susequently traded to the Baltimore
Ravens in 2014, where he was named to the Pro Bowl in 2016. In 2017, as a result of
a sixth-round draft pick, Mr. Zuttah was traded to the San Francisco 49ers. Mr. Zuttah
credits his best memory from playing in the NFL to be clinching a playoff berth in the
last game of the 2014 season during his time with the Ravens. He has recently moved
back to New Jersey and plans to get involved in local government.

Steven J. Kravet, Class of 1983
STEVEN J. KRAVET, a graduate of the John P. Stevens High School Class of 1983,
attended Rutgers University and graduated from the Ernest Mario College of Pharmacy
in 1988. He was matriculated into Robert Wood Johnson Medical School, receiving his
M.D. in 1992. He received his M.B.A. from Johns Hopkins University in 2005.
After medical school, Dr. Kravet completed his residency in Internal Medicine at Johns
Hopkins Bayview Medical Center and was later invited to join the faculty of the Johns
Hopkins University School of Medicine. After several years as chief medical officer, with
a focus on the business of medicine and interdisciplinary team-based care, Dr. Kravet
was eventually appointed president of Johns Hopkins Health System, the largest multispecialty physician group in Maryland. As a senior leader of Johns Hopkins Medicine,
Dr. Kravet guides the program at the university and helps to build primary care programs
internationally, notably in India and the Middle East. Coincidentally, Dr. Kravet has
also worked with two other JP alumni at Johns Hopkins: Robert R. Peterson (Class of
1965), who served as the president of the Johns Hopkins Health System for two decades
before retirement, and Lisa Ogorzalek (Class of 1974), who is currently vice president
of Managed Care.
Outside of his career in medicine, Dr. Kravet gives back to the Baltimore community
by serving as a board member of his local synagogue and the president of the board of
a local conflict mediation nonprofit. Dr. Kravet also assists the United Way of Central
Maryland, a nonprofit that fights poverty through programs encouraging self-sufficiency.
Upon recalling his time at JP, Dr. Kravet cherishes his memories of marching band
the most. Although he also participated in Debate Club, Film Club, and the National
Honor Society, Dr. Kravet credits band director Andrew DeNicola as the most influential
member of the JP faculty on his life. It was through band, which brought together its
members as a family, that Dr. Kravet built lifelong friendships and learned the values of
trust, responsibility, and leadership.
Although Dr. Kravet did not recognize the importance of the academic rigor and broad
learning experiences offered by JP, he now realizes that JP was helping him to cultivate
lifelong leadership skills. Dr. Kravet advises current students to treasure their years in
high school by building relationships, keeping commitments, and leaving JP a better place
than when they first entered the school. He believes that by taking these principles with
them wherever they go in life, students can help make the world a better place.

The JP Stevens Hawkeye Presents...

The 2018 Hall of

Frank Machos, Class of 1998
FRANK MACHOS GRADUATED from JP Stevens High School in 1998. Although Mr. Machos
initially entered the University of Arts in Philadelphia as a Jazz Saxophone Major, he ended
up graduating with a B.A. in Music Education. He chose to remain at the University of the
Arts to complete his M.A. in Music Education. After teaching in Philadelphia public schools
for nine years, Mr. Machos pursued a second M.A. in School Leadership from the University
of Pennsylvania Graduate School of Education.
Since college, music has played a pivotal role in Mr. Machos’s life. The three distinct but
interconnected paths that make up his journey include performing, educating, and serving
the community. While Mr. Machos may not have had the opportunity to tour the world and
play the largest stages in America, he has found a new importance in serving as a convener
for the musical community, taking pride in helping his students find their pathways in the
music industry. He still continues to play live and record in the studio, but now he also shares
the stage with his former students.
As an educator, he shoulders the responsibility of Executive Director for Arts & Academic
Enrichment, a position in which he is put in charge of a central office serving 225 schools
and principals, 425 art educators, and 134,000 students. He is a lead voice in championing
a citywide redesign of arts education in Philadelphia, working to provide students with
opportunities to pursue the arts while overcoming obstacles like recovery from substance
abuse, huge funding deficits, and the politics of competing interests. Some highlights of his
work include bringing students on an orchestra tour of Italy and partnering with artists like
Questlove to bring instruments to students.
Despite his success, Mr. Machos still remembers his humble beginnings—especially the
teachers who guided him on his path to success: Mr. Stein, a fellow saxophonist who made
him love math; Señora Lambert, who had an unmatched passion for language and culture
during a time when Mr. Machos was curious about Latin genres; Ms. Ermi, who helped
ignite his passion to teach; Ms. Liotti and Mr. Zazzali, who were welcoming and always easy
to talk to. Last but not least, Mr. Machos will always remember Mr. DeNicola, a teacher who
encouraged him to strive for musical excellence.
Mr. Machos often quotes Thomas Edison’s saying, “I have not failed. I’ve just found
10,000 ways not to invent the lightbulb!” He advises students to take the time to enjoy the
moments, look for the best in people, and save their yearbooks.

Jiles H. Ship, Class of 1978
UPON GRADUATING from John P. Stevens in 1978, Mr. Jiles H. Ship went on to complete
his B.S. in Commerce at Rider University and his B.S. in Administration of Justice at Thomas
Edison State University. Mr. Ship later received his M.A. in Educational Administration and
Supervision from Seton Hall University. In addition, Mr. Ship served in the United States
Marine Corps from 1981 to 1987.
Initially, Mr. Ship never thought he would be working in law enforcement; however, he
always had a desire to serve the public, and in 1985, he joined the Edison Police Department.
In 2002, he served as an Administrator of Investigations in the State of New Jersey Office
of the Attorney General. In 2004, Mr. Ship was appointed as the Director of Public Safety
for the City of Plainfield, supervising the Police Division, Fire Division, and Office of
Emergency Management. In this role, he was responsible for 254 sworn personnel and 51
civilian employees, and managed a budget of over $23 million. Mr. Ship continued to work in
the Division of Justice at the State of New Jersey Office of the Attorney General until 2010,
when he was promoted to the position of Lieutenant State Investigator.
Mr. Ship was elected to serve as the 34th President of the National Organization of Black
Law Enforcement Executives (NOBLE) in 2010, where he oversaw the organization of
57 US national chapters and 3 international chapters. As president, Mr. Ship testified at the
Congressional Judiciary Subcommittee hearings in 2011, specifically addressing utilization
of technology and behavioral science. Within the same year, he started a public safety
management and technology consulting firm known as Homeland Global Strategies, which
he continues to lead today. In 2015, Mr. Ship began serving as a commissioner on the New
Jersey Police Training Commission.
In addition to law enforcement, public service has also been very important to Mr. Ship.
When he is not on the job, Mr. Ship enjoys working with civil and public service groups, and
serves on the board of a number of non-profit social welfare organizations.
When thinking about his time at JP, Mr. Ship remembers Spanish teacher Ms. Beatrice
Yetmen and guidance counselor Ms. Ann Freeman as being influential to his academic
journey. Coaches Nicholas Romanetz, Frank Zarro, Cliff Loysen, and Tony Simonelli were
also important figures in Mr. Ship’s high school life. He appreciates that JP gave him the
opportunity to meet people from diverse backgrounds. Mr. Ship advises current JP students
to take their educational opportunities seriously and to make every moment count.

Honor Inductees
Jeffrey Zuttah, Class of 2002
JEFFREY ZUTTAH CAN BE described as nothing less than a Renaissance man. Though he
was diagnosed with Sickle Cell Disease (SCD) at an early age, Mr. Zuttah did not let this
get in the way of his success. After leading John P. Stevens’s 2001 undefeated football state
championship team, Mr. Zuttah, one of the top prep offensive linemen in New Jersey
and an All-American, received a full scholarship to pursue his dream of playing football at
the University of Michigan. There, doctors would not clear him to play due to his SCD;
however, Mr. Zuttah persevered with his dream, transferring to Stanford University, where
he was able to play for a year. Unfortunately, an SCD pain crisis hit, ending Mr. Zuttah’s
college football career.
Mr. Zuttah was determined to refocus his efforts, bouncing back better than ever from
one of the most unimaginable hurdles in his life. Shortly after graduating from Stanford
with a degree in public policy, Mr. Zuttah started in New York City as an analyst in Morgan
Stanley’s Investment Banking Division before moving to Washington D.C. and serving
as a Policy Advisor on the Financial Crisis Response Team at the United States Treasury.
Afterwards, he joined the Carlyle Group in the U.S. Equity Opportunity Fund as a private
equity investment professional. In 2015, Mr. Zuttah became the Director of Business
Development in a company called Artivest, and currently, he is a business development
professional for Quartet Health, a health-technology company.
Adding on to the impressive resume that Mr. Zuttah has accrued, he continues to
advocate for those with SCD, joining forces with a biopharmaceutical company called
Global Blood Therapeutics Inc. to help raise awareness about SCD and to instill the same
hope that has kept him going. He is also a member of the Robert S. Brookings Society, a nonprofit public policy organization, and Arena, a social welfare organization.
As an active member of his community, Mr. Zuttah attributes many of his achievements
to the valuable life lessons he learned from his time at JP: be accountable, and be a leader.
He points out Coach DiCocco and Coach Zarro in particular as influential staff members
who built his character into what it is today. Mr. Zuttah continues to be an inspiration for
all of us and his drive to “cultivate resilience, seek challenge, and embrace the ugly” has
shown that it takes more than just a disease to stop him. Mr. Zuttah acknowledges that
he had many resources to help combat sickle cell disease; however, that is not the case for
everyone. He hopes to rectify this by giving people the opportunity to fully express who
they are.

Alanah Odoms-Herbert, Class of 1998

MS. ALANAH ODOMS-HERBERT, a graduate of JP Stevens Class of 1998, attended Rutgers University–New
Brunswick as a Political Science major with a minor in Women’s Studies and Spanish. After graduating in 2002 with
certificates from the Eagleton Institute of Politics and the Institute for Women’s Leadership, she worked at a Johnson
& Johnson company called OrthoBiotech for three years before ultimately returning back to Rutgers for law school.
With her experience as a member of the JP Model United Nations club, under the influential guidance of Ronald
Schuester and Donald Benhardt, Ms. Odoms-Herbert learned many skills that would push her to pursue law. At
Rutgers, she became an election intern at the Center for American Women and Politics to study trends in political
participation by American women.
With law school under her belt, Ms. Odoms-Herbert moved to New Orleans, Louisiana, where she began working
as an Assistant District Attorney with the goal of improving public safety and fairness in communities of color.
Later, she worked at the law firm, Gauthier, Houghtaling & Williams as a trial lawyer, practicing in the areas of civil
and business litigation to defend the interests of people who had been injured or whose pecuniary interests had been
harmed. From 2013-2017, Ms. Odoms-Herbert worked at the Louisiana Supreme Court where she served as Deputy
General Counsel, providing representation to the Supreme Court on litigation and administrative matters involving
lower courts, court committees, and bar admissions. Alongside this job, she served as policy advisor on criminal and
juvenile justice policy to Louisiana Supreme Court Chief Justice Bernette Johnson. In August 2017, Justice Johnson
appointed her to serve as Director of the Division of Children and Families at the Louisiana Supreme Court.
Throughout her time at the Louisiana Supreme Court, Ms. Odoms-Herbert has worked to reduce mass
incarceration and to combat racial inequality in the criminal justice system. Her work on the Louisiana Justice
Reinvestment Task Force helped pass a package of ten bills, representing the most comprehensive revision of
criminal laws in Louisiana’s history. She also worked closely with Governor Jon Bel Edwards and other members of
the task force to author a report to the legislature detailing 25 recommendations to reduce drug sentences, expand
parole eligibility, and strengthen community supervision.
Looking back on her time at JP Stevens, Ms. Odoms-Herbert cites Project Graduation as one of her favorite
memories. Mrs. Tooker and Ms. Baldessari both served as wonderful role models for her and were incredibly patient
and supportive when she found herself struggling in math. She also credits Ms. Vitvitsky for improving her writing
skills. She encourages students to figure out the things they love to do, to embrace what makes them unique, and to
support a cause that is greater than themselves.

Robert Palumbo, Class of 1978

ROBERT PALUMBO, M.D. is an orthopedic surgeon at OAA Orthopedic Specialist of the
Lehigh Valley in eastern Pennsylvania, specializing in sports-related injuries of the knee,
shoulder, ankle, elbow, and hip.
Dr. Palumbo is a second-opinion physician for the NFL Players’ Association, one of the team
physicians for the Philadelphia Phillies, and the Head Team Physician for the Lehigh Valley Iron
Pigs (the AAA affiliate of the Philadelphia Phillies). Additionally, Dr. Palumbo is President and
Founder of OAA’s Sports Medicine Foundation, a non-profit organization that is dedicated to
providing medical education and research to sports medicine professionals.
Before joining OAA, Dr. Palumbo practiced for eight years in Orlando, Florida, where he had
the unique experience of treating all levels of athletes and performing artists. There, he served
as an orthopaedic consultant for the world-famous Cirque de Soleil, The Orlando Ballet, Sea
World entertainers, and Disney World acrobats and dancers, as well as team physician for the
U.S. Women’s National Soccer team, which he continued to be until 2008.
Dr. Palumbo is also one of the founding members of the medical advisory board of the
Gridiron Greats Assistance Fund (GGAF), which is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) corporation
established by former NFL coach Mike Ditka to provide financial assistance and to coordinate
social services to retired players in dire-need of support.
Dr. Palumbo is a firm believer in the value of lifelong education. He is board certified in
Orthopaedic Surgery and has Sub-Specialty Certification in Sports Medicine. He has served
on the Sports Medicine Evaluation Committee of the American Academy of Orthopaedic
Surgeons and is a reviewer for the American Journal of Sports Medicine. He also participates in
training residents in orthopaedic medicine and family practice.
Dr. Palumbo moved to Edison in eighth grade, where he attended John Adams Middle School
and J.P. Stevens High School. After high school, he went on to study at Cornell University, and
then to Rutgers Medical School. Dr. Palumbo has been married for 32 years to Joanne Charney
Palumbo, another JPS Class of 1978 alumna. They have four sons: Jacob, 29, Samuel, 27, David,
26, and Benjamin, 18.

Tiffany Peng, Class of 2007
AFTER GRADUATING from John P. Stevens High School in 2007, Dr. Tiffany Peng earned a bachelor’s degree
in Biology at Rutgers University and continued her studies at Weill Cornell Medicine, where she obtained an M.D.
She is set to complete her post-graduate training in 2019 at New-York Presbyterian Hospital of Columbia and
Cornell, where she is currently a senior resident in otolaryngology–head and neck surgery. Dr. Peng has been a
doctor for four years while also holding various research positions, mentoring medical students, and working to
complete her first national grant project.
Outside of her medical career, Dr. Peng spends her time pursuing music, a hobby she developed through her
significant involvement in JP’s music program. As a trumpet player, she tried to be in every band activity available
to her, including Brass Ensemble, Wind Ensemble, Jazz Ensemble, Marching Band, and Regional Honor Band;
she even played with the orchestra for a brief period of time. In college, Dr. Peng taught trumpet privately to
JP students and worked on the JP Stevens Marching Band Staff. She also plays professional trumpet and piano
gigs, usually at weddings or with local bands touring through NYC. When she looks back on her high school
experience, she remembers band directors Mr. DeNicola and Mr. Zazzali as the most influential teachers she had.
Dr. Peng recalls many favorite memories at JP, some of which range from dancing at Battle of Classes to the
Gong Show. Of these moments, Dr. Peng most fondly remembers playing at Battle of the Bands with the band
Twilight Blues and performing with the Jazz Ensemble at Tomorrowland in Orlando’s Disney World. Dr. Peng
was also a prominent member of the Student and Class Councils, serving as class president for two years. She was
elected as the NJ State Student Council President for the 2006 executive board.
Dr. Peng advises current JP students to “take it all in—the good, the bad, the stressful, the fun” because though
high school can be painful, JP is a special place. She sees it as a great environment that fosters creativity and
ambition, pushes students to give it their all, and provides an opportunity for an excellent education; with that, she
urges everyone to take advantage of what the school has to offer and to find what they love.

John Jay Hoffman, Class of 1983
UPON GRADUATING from John P. Stevens High School in 1983, John Jay Hoffman has explored the world
of law at Colgate University, where he earned his B.A. as a History major. Mr. Hoffman went on to Duke Law
School, where he received a J.D. and L.L.M. in Comparative and International Law. He developed his love
for argumentation as well as the skills that would be useful for his future career in law as a member of the
JP Debate Club, where he served as president from 1982-1983. During his time at JP Stevens, Mr. Hoffman
was a member of the golf team and was voted All-County from 1982 to 1983. He took his love of golf to
Colgate University as he played on their golf team from 1984 to 1987.
Upon graduating from law school, Mr. Hoffman became heavily involved in the field of law and justice.
He taught law at the University of Tokyo, consulted for a multinational law firm, and served as a judicial clerk
on the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. Mr. Hoffman worked as Associate at the law
firm of Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld before becoming the Director of Investigations for the Office
of the State Comptroller. Mr. Hoffman always knew that he was going to follow in his father’s footsteps to
become a lawyer, but he never expected to one day serve as a Trial Attorney and Federal prosecutor for 15
years for the United States Department of Justice. Incredibly, Mr. Hoffman also had the honor and privilege
of serving as the Attorney General for the State of New Jersey for three years.
Since that time, Mr. Hoffman has worked as the General Counsel for Rutgers University and volunteered
at the Camden County Food Bank. Now, he coaches his own children in sports, specifically golf and
swimming. As he reflects on his time at JP Stevens, he is most fond of the memories he made and the lifelong relationships he built while playing on the golf team with Coach Tucker. Mr. Hoffman is thankful for his
sixth and eighth grade teacher, Ms. Illes, and his sophomore history teacher, Mr. Schuester, who pushed him
to “dig deep” and to find the very best in both himself and others. He urges current students to take risks,
stating, “Don’t be afraid to be afraid.”

Chieh Huang, Class of 1999
A 1999 GRADUATE of John P. Stevens High School, Chieh Huang attended Johns
Hopkins University for his undergraduate studies before receiving a degree from Fordham
University’s School of Law. He is known for his role as co-founder and CEO of the online
retail company Boxed, which allows customers to buy products in bulk at affordable prices.
Mr. Huang’s journey to becoming the CEO of a retail company was anything but
simple. After graduating from Johns Hopkins, he went to the Japanese countryside to
teach children English, and then pursued a law degree at Fordham. Upon completing law
school, he became a corporate attorney and began working at Proskauer Rose LLP in 2008.
However, after a few years at the law firm, Mr. Huang departed to found mobile game
company Astro Ape Studios with two other John P. Stevens graduates, William Fong and
Christopher Chung, in 2010. They predicted that the iPhone, which was quite new at the
time, would explode in popularity in the coming years; this idea compelled them to work
on developing social games for the device. A bigger company, Zynga, acquired Astro Ape
Studios one year later, and Mr. Huang stuck with Zynga until 2013, when he left along with
his two friends to form Boxed.
While Boxed is now a multimillion dollar company, it came from modest beginnings. Mr.
Huang got the idea for Boxed from his residence in Manhattan, where he could not shop at
wholesale clubs like he used to in New Jersey due to the fact that he did not own a car and
have access to a Costco. Using his app development knowledge, he created a convenient
mobile app with Fong and Chung to launch Boxed.com. Initially, shipments were made
from Mr. Huang’s garage in Edison, but now Boxed has its headquarters in New York City
along with four fulfillment centers around the country.
Mr. Huang has come a long way, but he still aims to make a difference in the world one
small step at a time. As the CEO of Boxed, he openly opposes the Pink Tax, an extra charge
placed on certain products and services for women. He also serves as a board member of
the Museum of Chinese in America. Most of all, he wants to leave the reminder that hard
work is what took him this far. “A lot of people in the world want exactly what you want,”
says Mr. Huang. “If you don’t work harder than them, they’ll laugh at you as they walk away
with it in their hands.” As someone who went from struggling to make it to homeroom on
time to being the CEO of a company, there is no better example than Mr. Huang himself.

David Chait, Class of 2003

DAVID CHAIT graduated from John P. Stevens High School in 2003, where he served as class president
for all four years. In college, he continued his involvement with student government and served once
more as class president during his time at Columbia University where he earned a B.A. in Economics
and Political Sciences. His interest in politics grew from his participation in the JP Model UN, which he
continued throughout college. Additionally, Mr. Chait joined the Ivy Council and interned for Governor
Jon Corzine and Representative Rush Holt during his college career.
After graduating from Columbia University in 2007, Mr. Chait remained in New York City to work as
a consultant at McKinsey & Company, helping Fortune 500 companies and nonprofits to define strategies
and improve operations. Following this, he served in the Obama Administration as the Senior Policy
Advisor to Administrator Karen Mills, a member of President Obama’s cabinet. There, he supported
Mills on the implementation of the Small Business Jobs Act provisions and the State Trade and Export
Promotion Grant program. After returning to Columbia University to earn his MBA, Mr. Chait founded
his own award-winning company, Travefy, of which he is the current CEO. Travefy aids in efficiency
by providing itinerary management and client communication tools for travel agents and other travel
professions.
Today, Mr. Chait lives in Princeton Junction, New Jersey with his wife, Amanda, two-year old daughter,
Julia, and puppy, Lincoln. Mr. Chait plans to run for a position on the West Windsor and Mercer County
Democratic Committee to represent his community. Additionally, he maintains an active connection
with his alma mater by serving on the Board of Directors for the Columbia College Alumni Association.
Mr. Chait hopes that current JP Stevens students will always “follow their passion, take chances,
and strive for impact.” From his own high school experience, Mr. Chait most fondly remembers his
involvement in Battle of the Classes, and the valuable life lessons he learned from his teachers. Among
them, Mr. Chait is especially thankful for Mr. Miller, who supported him throughout his Student Council
and State Student Council journey, and Ms. Brandstetter, who inspired his love of history and leadership.
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Go Get ‘Em, Griffin
By AVI SURA, junior
FROM FEBRUARY 27 to March 5, 336
college football players, eager to reach
the professional level, were invited to
participate in the 2018 NFL combine.
Among all the prospects who had
undergone the rigorous workouts and tests
to prove their worth, Shaquem Griffin, a
linebacker out of the University of Central
Florida, emerged to captivate the hearts
of many Americans with his heroic story.
Many football players grew up playing the
sport in their backyards, but Shaquem Griffin
never received that same opportunity. At the
age of four, Griffin’s left hand was amputated
due to prenatal conditions. In fact, on the day
before the operation, his parents discovered
him attempting to amputate himself in
order to alleviate the severe pain in his hand.
However, he has not let his condition stop
him from chasing his dreams since then.
Still, Griffin would encounter further
complications throughout his college
football career. Despite being a three-star
recruit from high school, Griffin often found
himself watching on the sidelines while his
roommates and twin brother Shaquill, who
is now on the Seattle Seahawks, received
valuable playing time. As a result, Shaquem
considered quitting the sport entirely;
however, during his third season, he finally
got on the field through the help of his new
coach, Scott Frost. Remarkably, in his first
year as the starting outside linebacker in 2016,
Shaquem Griffin was named the American
Athletic Conference Defensive Player of the
Year. He contributed to the UCF Knights’

promising season with a spectacular 92
tackles and 11.5 sacks. His perseverance
had begun to pay off, and it would continue
to do so the following year when he
anchored the Knights’ defense and led the
way to a sensational undefeated season.
But it was at the NFL combine where
he shined brightest. First, in an inspiring
show of strength, Griffin completed 20
reps on the 225-pound bench press using a
prosthetic left arm, well past his initial goal
of six. The next day, he ran the 40-yard
dash in 4.38 seconds—the fastest time run
by a linebacker in history. The combine in
Indianapolis gave Griffin the chance to
show the world his prodigious athletic ability
and become an inspiration to all who heard
his story. His combination of persistence,
skill, and heart helped him establish
himself as one of the best defenders in
college football, and he is prepared to
continue on to the professional level.
Even though he has become one of the
biggest successes of the offseason, Griffin’s
focus right now is centered on the upcoming
draft. He is expected to be picked anywhere
ranging from the fourth to sixth round,
which is a significant leap from the earlier
predictions of skeptics. Amidst all the doubt
surrounding his ability to make it to the
NFL, Griffin’s strengths, both physical and
mental, cannot be underestimated. In every
showing and game, Griffin has played with
the type of energy that determines success.
No matter what his draft result is, Griffin
is eager to receive an opportunity to play,
and his sense of purpose is unwavering in
the face of all who continue to doubt him.
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A Cheer for All
By PRIYA BHATT, senior
THROUGHOUT THE FALL and winter, the
JP Stevens cheerleading team has constantly
been out front on the football field and
the basketball court, hyping up the crowd.
They start off with the Hello Cheer,
welcoming both teams and the fans.
Throughout the two halves, they perform
exciting cheers, dances, and stunts on the
sidelines. Then at halftime, they change their
routine, filling the two and a half minutes
with impressive tumbles and dances.
Senior captain Kiara Warfield considers
the experience to be “the most stressful
yet most enjoyable part of each game.”
Kiara has both a Most Improved Player
award and a Most Valuable Player award to
her name; as an experienced captain, she
serves as a model for the team to follow,
ensuring that the team is able to coordinate
even the most intricate of performances.
The most difficult part of a performance
is making sure every team member keeps
strong, clear voices throughout and is
extremely coordinated in their movements.
It is crucial for the bases and back spots
to secure the flyer, who is launched into
the air. The flyer has to maintain a tight
position and trust her teammates to keep
her within reach of safety. One miscue could
be enough to throw the entire performance
off, but when the team’s coordination is just
right, the result is a marvelous spectacle of
cheerful energy and graceful movement.
This meticulous synchronization is only
achieved after long and arduous practices
held on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and

Thursdays, along with games on Fridays.
The team makes the most of its practices
by rehearsing everything from the half time
routine to new cheers to stunts. The Lady
Hawks are consistently prepared to find a
way around any unexpected conditions, such
as injuries or illnesses, adjusting the routine
as necessary to ensure that order stays intact.
With new cheerleaders joining or
graduating from the team each year, it is
a constant challenge to keep up with the
previous years’ successes; however, the team
is up for the test. The captains and coaches
work closely to ensure that there is someone
responsible for keeping the girls spirited.
The captains assume responsibility in
the absence of the coaches and even
have the honor of creating the Hello
Cheer, the highlight of their senior night.
Coach Nicky Cacoilo observes that
on senior night, it’s “amazing to see a
group of girls end their season on a high
note with so much emotion and heart.”
During the fall season, the Lady
Hawks also competed in the GMCs. They
presented their halftime performance
mixed with a cheer and a game day
program, which incorporated a dance
routine. Although they did not place first,
they had an outstanding performance that
displayed all their hard work and effort.
When asked about the team’s strengths,
Coach Joelle Terrill remarked, “I am most
proud of the team for their commitment
to excellence and for never taking the easy
way out.” The cheerleading team has made
an immense impact this year, and it hopes
to continue to do so in the years to come.

Playing Like Mad
By BRANDON CHOI, sophomore
MARCH MADNESS is regarded as the
spectacular culmination of the hard work,
dedication, and passion of many NCAA
college basketball teams around the nation;
it can be considered on the same level
as the Super Bowl for football stars, or
the World Series for baseball players. In
this prestigious tournament, 68 teams are
selected based upon their regular season
performances to battle it out against each
other, ultimately leading to the national
championship; with minimal rest in between
games, the chaos and excitement that the
selected teams bring throughout the month
of March perfectly embodies the “go big or
go home” mentality. The opportunity
to play in front of millions of fans
and professional scouts during
this tournament creates an electric
atmosphere, one that is embraced by
players and coaches as they gear up for
a run at the national championship.
Every March, millions of basketball
fans submit their bracket predictions
for the tournament, keeping in mind
that anything can happen. 2018’s
March Madness got off to a historic
start in the very first round, when
16-seeded UMBC shocked the nation
with an amazing 20-point upset over
the top-seeded Virginia Cavaliers. Unable to
adjust to UMBC’s uptempo play, high energy,
and sharp three-point shooting, Virginia
quickly found itself on the wrong side of a
blowout that nobody could have foreseen.
Although UMBC fell to its opponents in the
next round, the team players had successfully
written their names into sports history.
Meanwhile, 13-seeded Buffalo knocked
off 4-seeded Arizona in the first round.
Despite a solid performance by potential
number one pick DeAndre Ayton, Arizona
was stifled by Buffalo’s defensive efforts.
Yet another popular Final Four pick had
sunk, and the madness had officially begun.
March Madness is also a time when fans

and media outlets search for a potential
Cinderella story: a low-seeded team that
overcomes the odds to reach the final
rounds. Although many of this year’s
lower seeds lost eventually, such as UMBC
and Buffalo, one team stood out from the
rest. The nation watched in awe as 11-seed
Loyola Chicago climbed its way to the Final
Four by upsetting 6-seeded Miami, 3-seeded
Tennessee, and 9-seeded Kansas State
in consecutive victories.
During this four-game
stretch, none of the
wins featured one-sided
scores; the total margin
of victory in Loyola
Chicago’s path to reach the

them until the very end when they fell to
Michigan in a dramatic Final Four matchup.
The Michigan Wolverines had also faced
an unlikely path to the Final Four, with
two major contenders, Xavier and North
Carolina, placed into the same region of the
bracket. But after Xavier and North Carolina,
the top two seeds of the region respectively,
were both sent home in the second round,
Michigan was tasked with an easier path
to the Final Four. Aided by
his own fair share of March
Madness magic, guard Jordan
Poole hit a stunning gamewinner against Houston
to keep his team’s

Final Four was 8 points.
While the performances
and leadership of Clayton
Custer, Donte Ingram,
and Marques Townes have
all been key factors in
Loyola Chicago’s magical
run, the team’s many close
calls can perhaps be partially attributed to
something else. Sister Jean, the 98-yearold team chaplain, became an Internet
sensation overnight through her charming
support and basketball insight. Establishing
herself as the Ramblers’ biggest fan and
mascot, Sister Jean was a well-known
presence on the sidelines, cheering for

playoff hopes alive.
From there, Michigan
looked
increasingly
stronger each round,
and it emerged victorious
against Florida State
before making a furious
second-half
comeback
against Loyola Chicago, which clinched its
spot in the national championship game.
Aside from the upsets, there were a
handful of skilled teams that lived up to
their brand names. The Kansas Jayhawks,
led by head coach Bill Self, were also
able to secure a spot in the Final Four.
While appearing to be quietly consistent

throughout the regular season, Kansas
became a dark horse candidate as it
progressed further into the tournament.
Numerous players, namely senior Devonte
Graham and sophomore Malik Newman,
stepped up when the spotlight was brightest
to lead Kansas through a series of difficult
matchups. The team’s on-court discipline,
no doubt a result of Bill Self ’s coaching,
proved to be enough to carry it to its 15th
Final Four appearance in school history.
Ultimately, though, it was Villanova who
walked away with their second national
championship in three years with an
experienced and talented roster. Juniors
Jalen Brunson and Mikal Bridges made their
presence known on the offensive end of the
floor and kept the team steady in
the midst of all the other upsets
surrounding the tournament.
Bridges, a projected first round
NBA draft pick, combined with
Brunson for an average of 32.4
points per game during their
tournament run. The efforts of
the Villanova roster as a whole
cannot be overlooked; in what
many predicted be a nail-biter
against Kansas in the Final Four,
Villanova instead dominated
from the first minute until the
last. Sparked by a Final Four
record of 18 three-pointers in the game,
Villanova’s decisive 95-79 win made them
early favorites to win the championship.
The unpredictability of March Madness
instills a sense of urgency in teams to
give each game their all; if they do not,
they may quickly be facing the end of
their season. Many teams succumb to
the bright lights and the pressure, seen
through the early exits by Virginia, Xavier,
and Michigan State. The history of the
tournament surely favors those who play
with passion, composure, and heart. This
year’s March Madness has made this much
clear: expect the unexpected, because any
underdog can cause the best teams to fall.

