
By ERIC LI, senior

A Night to Remember

Can’t Beat the Heat
By LEKHYA KOLLU, junior

 AS THE TEMPERATURES outside rise, so 
do the temperatures inside JP. While certain 
rooms in JP, such as the library and fitness 
center, have air conditioning, the majority 
of  the school lacks anything more than the 
small pedestal fans brought in by teachers. 
 As summer temperatures rise yearly, 
students and teachers have long complained 
that the lack of  air conditioning in JP is 
detrimental to the environment of  learning. 

 AS SENIOR YEAR comes to a close, the 
characteristic stress that plagues every high 
schooler begins to fade from the concern 
of  soon-to-be-graduating seniors. The 
uncertainty of  college applications, the late-
night homework grinds, and the pressure to 
maintain a high GPA—all of  these become 
afterthoughts, and after the two weeks of  
AP testing in the beginning of  May, it seems 

 ON MAY 23, the JP Stevens Band Program 
hosted its 45th annual Jazz Extravaganza 
concert in the auditorium.  
 The night of  performances opened with 
the John Adams Middle School Jazz Band, 
which played “Killer Joe” and “Don’t Mean 
a Thing, If  it Ain’t Got That Swing,” both 
arranged by Michael Sweeney. The JP Lab 
Jazz Band followed up the middle schoolers’ 
performance by playing the pieces “Count 
Bubba” by Gordon Goodwin, a mellow 
ballad entitled “My One & Only Love” 
arranged by Mark Taylor, and “El Cordobes” 
by Rick Woolworth. The JP Jazz Ensemble 
then performed their selection of  “You 
Are My Sunshine,” by Jimmie Davis. The 
ensemble’s performance was concluded with 
“A Soulful Moment,” by Don Sebesky, and 
“It’s Alright With Me,” by Cole Porter. 
 “Playing ‘Count Bubba’ challenged me as 
a musician because it’s hard to capture the 
style of  its composer, Gordon Goodwin,” 
said senior Nathan Shek, saxophonist of  JP 
Lab Band. “It’s a tough song, but I think the 
band and I produced a product showcasing 

SARAH FIDAI

See NIGHT, page 15

By ABHISHEK TARUVAI, junior
 ON MAY 29, the four classes of  JP 
gathered in the new gym for one last spirit 
competition: the Battle of  the Classes. 
 Each class entered the gym with their 
own unique chants, holding an original, 
handmade banner. After the classes entered, 
the real competition began. From a dance 
competition to an obstacle course, members 
of  each class competed against one another 
for a panel of  faculty, who judged each 
performance and awarded points to each 
team. At the end of  the night, the points 
won would be added to the points that 
the classes had earned over the course of  
the year. The class with the most points 
would be crowned the BOTC champions.
 The night kicked off  with the dance 
competition, where students showed off  
their dance talents through a routine that 
they had rehearsed in the weeks prior to 
the event. Each class took the gym floor by 
storm, performing to various pop songs.
 “From the march in, you got a feel 
for the juniors’ music and coordination 
with their play on Cardi B’s rap for their 
chant,” said sophomore Joshika Kumaran. 
 Following the dance routines, the 
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 “I’ve seen temperatures go up to a 
hundred degrees. Sometimes, it gets so 
warm that moisture forms on the floors 
and walls, because these rooms don’t 
breathe,” said English teacher Mr. Carrillo.
 Most teachers agree that the rising 
temperatures cause a steep decline in 
classroom productivity, as students are 
more focused on the discomfort caused 
by the heat and humidity than they are on 
their work. Art teacher Ms. Kacani says 
the heat is especially detrimental to her 

classroom, where the work is hands-on 
and uses a variety of  different materials, 
some of  which are affected by the heat. 
 “When students get overheated, it affects 
their mood and willingness to work,” Ms. 
Kacani said. “When they’re sweaty, not only 
do they feel uncomfortable, but it can cause 
the different types of  paper they are working 
on to get damp and less easy to use.”
 Aside from directly causing a lack of  
focus due to discomfort, teachers also 

Seniors gather for a group photo at pre-prom before attending Prom at Addison Park.

Students crowd around a single fan in one of JP Stevens’ high-temperature classrooms. 

like a coast to the finish line for the senior 
class. However, one key source of  stress 
always remains for the soon-to-be-graduates 
throughout all of  senior year: prom. Leading 
up to the night of  May 25, seniors feverishly 
took up the demands of  date-seeking, 
tuxedo-and-dress-searching, and promposal-
planning in an effort to make all of  the 
stress pay off—in the form of  the most 
memorable night of  their high school lives. 

Terrific 
Tunes

By XAVIER LEE, senior
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 THE JOINT COMPREHENSIVE Plan of  
Action (JCPOA), commonly referred to as 
the Iran nuclear deal, is a historic accord 
between Iran and major world powers 
regarding nuclear nonproliferation. The 
deal’s objective is to limit Iran’s ability to 
create a nuclear weapon in exchange for the 
removal of  key sanctions that cripple Iran’s 
economy. However, the United States’s  
decision to exit the agreement discredits 
the validity of  the entire deal, resulting in 
detrimental consequences for all parties 
involved. The withdrawal from the deal was 
widely condemned by the majority of  world 
powers and American allies, with Germany, 
France, and Great Britain all expressing 
immense “regret” over America’s decision. 
 Critics of  the deal remain dissatisfied 
due to various provisions of  the deal that 
are collectively referred to as the “sunset 
clauses,” which allow Iran to resume the 
enrichment of  uranium after 10 to 15 years. 
However, what detractors fail to realize 
is that Iran cannot possibly resume their 
nuclear production without the international 
community taking notice. This is because the 
surveillance of  centrifuge production mills 
and uranium mills will remain in place until 
2035 or 2040. Between 2002 and 2009, Iran 
was able to transparently construct nuclear 
facilities because of  a lack of  regulation.
However, with current stipulations, Iran 
must undergo continuous surveillance from 
the International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA). Most importantly, the current deal 
reduces global nuclear risk, as it ensures 
that Iran does not test nuclear weapons. 
 America’s credibility on the global stage 
also stands to be damaged by the withdrawal. 
Considering that the United States must 
negotiate with North Korea in the future 
regarding nuclear nonproliferation and 
possibly the denuclearization of  the Korean 
peninsula, America has much to lose from 

leaving the deal. America’s decision leaves 
the impression on Kim Jong-Un that the 
US is untrustworthy and unreliable in 
keeping its promises, as there is nothing 
to prevent the next administration from 
withdrawing from any deal simply because 
it does not fit into their political agenda. 
The diplomatic repercussions of  turning 
away from the Iran nuclear deal include 
suggesting to the whole world that the US 
does not uphold responsibility for its prior 
commitments. As a result, other countries 
may avoid negotiations with America in 
the near future, as US commitment to 
their agreements comes into question. 
 After the US anulment of  the current deal, 
Iran may feel inclined to resume their nuclear 
production, as the deal stands to fail without 
America’s involvement. The resurgence 
of  the Iran nuclear program will inevitably 
trigger an arms race in the Middle East as 
other countries in the region will also seek 
dual-use nuclear technology. Saudi Arabia, 
which is currently fighting with Iran over 
regional influence through funding proxy 
wars in Syria and Yemen, will undoubtedly 
increase defense expenditures in the 
future as a response to a more belligerent 
Iran. The increase in these expenses will 
further contribute to and aggrandize the 
destabilization of  the region;  ongoing 
conflicts will ramp up as Iran will be more 
inclined to send a message to American 
and Saudi Arabian forces. Iran, with a 
network of  powerful militias that protect 
political concerns beyond the border, has 
seen increased discontent from the United 
States, Israel, and other Arab monarchies. 
With the US seeking to extricate itself  from 
the region, Saudi Arabia being a largely 
unproven military power, and Israel unable 
to ally itself  with other Arab countries due 
to vast political differences, Iran may seek to 
increase their involvement in regional affairs, 
believing that the area is fresh for their taking. 
The retraction of  America’s support from 

A Deal Going Nuclear
the deal will ultimately destroy the promise 
of  transparency assured by the Iranian 
government, and consequently, the peace,   
stability, and overall well-being of  the region. 
 The US and Iran both stand to benefit 
from the current deal, as the subsequent 
economic incentives prove beneficial for 
both nations. Iran’s economy has suffered 
immensely under the restrictive sanctions, 
as evidenced by the fact that according to 
the BBC, sanctions on Iran’s energy sector 
have drastically reduced its oil exports to 
approximately 1.1 million barrels per day in 
2013. Furthermore, the GDP of  the country 
contracted by an estimated 1.3% yearly from 
the period 2009-2012. By continuing the 
deal and lifting sanctions, Iran’s deteriorating 
economy could have benefited profoundly. 
Iran’s possession of  a strong and diversified 
economy, a young and educated middle 
class, and a high human development index 
makes it ripe for economic prosperity and 
foreign investment. America and Iran both 
seek to benefit from foreign investment, and 
American commercial interests remain in 
Iran as companies look to shift the majority 
European and Asian foreign investment 
market shares in the country. However, 
with America’s withdrawal, companies such 
as Boeing have lost lucrative contracts that 
could have bolstered the Iranian economy. 
 It is imperative that the United States’ 
commitment to the Iran nuclear deal be 
maintained. By rigorously implementing the 
deal, America will retain its credibility and 
lessen tension within the region. America’s 
decision to withdraw from the current Iran 
deal will assuredly prove consequential for 
the future, as it entails the destruction of  a 
viable agreement, hurts America’s credibility 
on the international stage, destabilizes 
the Middle Eastern region by reigniting 
past historical conflicts, and destroys both 
American and Iranian commercial interests. 
With the  US decision to exit the deal, we must 
find another way to ensure safety for us all. 

By SHRAVANI PAMIREDDY, junior

By ARYAN KHONDE, sophomore

Walking Away From Iran
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 TERROR ATTACKS ARE one of  the 
greatest challenges facing the world in 
the current decade. So why is it that 
American citizens want the United States 
to help fund terrorism abroad? Americans 
should celebrate the end of  the Iran deal 
because it marks the end of  the United 
States inadvertently helping fund state-
sponsored terrorism through its removal of  
sanctions on oil. These sanctions provided 
relief  to an Iranian government that was 
previously on the edge of  self-destruction.
 It is well known that Iran is one of  the 
largest funders of  terrorist organizations in 
the Middle East; in fact, the annual Country 
Reports on Terrorism, released by the State 
Department in 2017, deemed Iran to be the 
largest state sponsor of  terrorism. Despite 
this, the Iran deal was still signed and, once 
put into effect, helped to lift sanctions placed 
on the country and provide economic relief  
to the nation. This economic relief  enabled 
Iran to provide greater monetary support to 
the many terrorist organizations that exist in 
the Middle East, such as the Hezbollah in 
Lebanon. Iran is creating more instability in 
an already unstable area that is undergoing 
a time of  civil war and revolts. Given that 
Iran is neighbored by notoriously dangerous  
nations such as Iraq and Afghanistan, it is 
not surprising that there is no shortage of  
violence in the surrounding area. Allowing 
Iran to instigate more violence is not the 
proper solution to creating a more stable, 
peaceful atmosphere in the Middle East.
 Before the Iran deal was signed, Iran 
was close to self-destruction due to its 

inability to sell their main resource: oil. The 
extensive sanctions placed on the nation 
prevented them from supplying most of  
the world with this important resource. 
With the sanctions relief  provided by the 
deal, Iran was able to sustain its economy, 
as well as sell a considerably larger amount 
of  oil than it previously did. The sanction’s 
relief  not only rescued Iran’s economy 
from total destruction, but it also provided 
them with the money needed to fund 
terrorist organizations. By withdrawing 
from the Iran deal, the US is introducing 
the opportunity to renegotiate the terms 
and still have the ability to place economic 
pressure on Iran if  they continue to be a 
state sponsor of  terrorism. One less major 
country funding the radical terrorists 
will result in a safer world for everyone.
 The primary goal of  the Iran deal was to 
limit the number of  nations that have nuclear 
capabilities by reducing Iran’s access to 
uranium, a necessary ingredient in building 
nuclear weapons. Although the Iran deal was 
semi-successful in reducing Iran’s access to 
uranium and their ability to make nuclear 
weapons, it failed to address its growing 
missile industry. Iran is still focused on 
building an intercontinental ballistic missile 
(ICBM), which is a guided ballistic missile 
capable of  attacking almost any country in 
the world. However, the current deal does 
not include the inspection of  Iran’s growing 
missile industry, which will likely allow Iran to 
build an ICBM capable of  carrying a nuclear 
warhead in the next few years. The world 
has no way of  monitoring hat status of  Iran 
in terms of  their missile development, and 
allowing Iran to stay in the dark about major 

military advancements in such a volatile 
environment is a dangerous standard to set. 
 Once built, these missiles could easily be 
fixed with nuclear weapons, since Iran still has 
access to most of  the existing infrastructure 
that it had for the development of  nuclear 
weapons. Although Iran maintains the 
stance that they never had the intention of  
creating a nuclear warhead or becoming 
a part of  the exclusive group of  countries 
that house their own nuclear weapons, the 
extensive amount of  infrastructure meant 
for building nuclear weapons suggests 
otherwise. The primary goal of  the Iran deal 
was to limit Iran’s access to uranium, and 
many supporters of  the bill claim that Iran 
currently only has access to less enriched 
uranium that is unsuitable for nuclear 
weapons. However, Iran still has access to 
many centrifuges that remain unclosed as 
a result of  the deal,  and these centrifuges 
have the ability to enrich uranium and build 
nuclear weapons. A new agreement, when 
drafted and signed, could help close Iran’s 
access to all the centrifuges that could be 
used to enrich uranium, effectively restricting 
Iran’s access to the resources they need in 
order to continue their nuclear program. 
 Many may contend that retracting
the deal will lead to more conflict in the
future; however, the Iran Deal ultimately
caused more pressing issues to 
arise in today’s society than leaving
it in place would. The United States 
is smartly and reasonably walking
away from a deal that failed to accomplish
what it was intended to do. Contrary to what 
critics may say, the Iran nuclear deal did not and 
will never result in a safer, more secure world.
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are unlike themselves. According to a research 
study conducted by Pennsylvania State 
University, community engagement works to 
transform the focus on individual groups to 
a focus on the collective. For example, the 
largely present Indian-American community 
in Edison often hosts its own events on Oak 
Tree Road, or as some would call it, Edison’s 
“Little India”. However, it is rare to see these 
same Indian-American residents gather at a 
community event with other ethnic groups, 
such as those of  Italian, Chinese, and 
African-American backgrounds. This has to 
change. Community engagement must truly 
involve all of  the community by creating 
cooperative opportunities for people to learn 
about other cultures and religions. This can 
break down common stereotypes and have 
an amazing impact on how residents see 
each other, creating a more inclusive society 
in which people of  different cultures are able 
to come together as one community. 
 Community events can have an immense 
effect on the images that people hold of  
others, as they allow residents to view and 
participate in the cultural events of  people 
of  different backgrounds. As a result, flawed 
stereotypes can be put to rest, forming new 
bonds between the people of  Edison.
 Although we may only be high school 
students, there is so much that can be done 
in order to eradicate the lack of  community 
engagement in our town. The next time 
you are bored, try to think of  something 
that could be a fun activity for you and 
your neighbors. Contact the town council 
or mayor, let them know what needs to be 
changed in your community, and urge them 
to consider your suggestions. Together, we 
can make Edison an even better community 
to live in.

strengthen community pride, it can also 
strengthen social bonds among residents. 
Townwide events can bring people of  all 

ages, cultures, and socioeconomic 
backgrounds together. They 
create opportunities for people 
to connect with officials, staff, 
volunteers, fellow neighbors, 
and other residents who they 
might not have had the chance 
to engage with otherwise. This 
strengthens not only social 
capital, but also fosters the 
building of  relationships among 
people who live and work in 
a society, thus enabling it to 
function more advantageously. 
Increasing social capital can 
build trust, communication, 
and leadership among residents. 
Not to mention, participating 
in activities as a community 
can cultivate a more positive 
atmosphere in which people 
can find an escape from their 
chaotic daily work schedules 
and enjoy the company of  

new people, 
which in 
turn both 
makes the 
town more 
enjoyable to 
live in and 

encourag e s 
people to move 

into Edison.
 Because Edison is very culturally diverse, 
it is even more crucial for our residents, who 
may have different beliefs and cultures, to 
build strong relationships with people who 

A Fight for CommUNITY
By SIYA SCINDIA, sophomore

 DOWNTOWN PRE-PROM PARTY. 
Memorial Day parade. Mother’s Day Bazaar. 
Halloween poster painting. If  you lived in 
Metuchen, Westfield, or even Woodbridge, 
these events would probably be on your 
calendar right now. But you live in Edison, 
why is your schedule not as booked?
 Inactivity and a lack of  community 
engagement have been plaguing Edison 
Township for years now. While neighboring 
towns are hosting annual fairs and jazz 
festivals, it seems as though the residents 
of  Edison are simply trying to plod through 
the humdrum routines of  their daily lives. 
It is time that we stop sitting idly, speak 
up, and get involved in our community. 
Aside from providing enjoyment and 
entertainment, townwide events can bolster 
the local economy, foster community pride, 
strengthen relationships between residents, 
and promote inclusivity.
 If  there’s one thing that all towns care 
about, it’s money. Boosting the local economy 
is a priority for many municipalities, and 
hosting townwide activities can make this 
goal a reality. Selling admission tickets, food 
and beverage sales, and souvenirs alone can 
bring in a substantial profit. For example, 
according to a report from the University of  
Minnesota, people who attended the 2011 
Irish Fair in Minnesota spent an average of  
$50 at each of  the festival sites. This amount 
adds up once hundreds of  people attend an 
event. Off-site spending must also be taken 
into account. This includes money that 
visitors spend at local gas stations, shops, 
and restaurants, which can in turn provide 
local businesses with more marketing and 
advertising opportunities, not to mention 
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the essential role of  social media posts in 
attracting new visitors to the next town fair, 
creating a cycle that keeps the local economy 
growing. Thus, prioritizing community 
engagement results in prioritizing the local 
economy. If  we take the right measures, 
Edison could be booming financially in no 
time.
 Not only do hosting townwide events 
and spurning community engagement result 
in monetary profit, but they also intensify 
community pride, making residents proud 
to be part of  the community that they live 
in. When people attend townwide events, 
they experience a sense of  unity and self-
worth. They begin to take pride in the 
place they live in and the people around 
them, feeling encouraged to participate 
in  various activities extended to them. 
Chris Romano, a business consultant 
with Thrivent Financial Services, 
states, “The best thing about being 
involved with festivals and events 
is the opportunity to help build a 
community, foster a sense of  pride 
within a community, and engage a 
community. In 
my professional 
career, I’ve 
never found 
s o m e t h i n g 
outside a 
c o m m u n i t y 
festival that can 
do that to the 
same degree.” Experts like Romano concur 
that hometown pride is a critical factor 
in the improvement of  any community. 
Edison could truly use some of  that local 
patriotism. 
 Just as community engagement can 



Act, the minimum wage will be revoked and 
standard working hours will be eliminated. 
Instead, education, for many teens, will no 
longer serve as their top priority, and they 
may choose to focus on their work instead. 
With Trump’s planned actions, more teens 
would be coerced by their parents into 
factory work while making education their 
second priority. Instead, they will focus more 
on potentially life-threatening and arduous 
factory work just to earn a little more pocket 
money. With less focus on education, minors 
forced to undergo child labor often settle 
for lower income, less secure jobs relative to 
those who receive a high school experience 
devoid of  such strenuous labor. According to 
Compassion International, “there are 75 million 
[minors] aged 15 to 24 years of  age who 
are unemployed and many more who must 
settle for jobs that fail to offer a fair income, 
security in the workplace, social protection 
or other [decent] work attributes.” Hence, 
teens working in factories are jeopardizing 
their futures with unstable, low-paying jobs. 
 In addition, minors under the age of  18 
will be obligated to take up these strenuous 
jobs even if  they do not wish to do so. Today, 
adolescents often resist reading essays or 
eating their least favorite vegetables, and 
this “rebellious” behavior is characteristic of  
many teens who search for ways to express 
their voices themselves. Repealing the Fair 
Labor Standards Act would be one more way 
to silence these voices. If  the act is repealed, 
minors could potentially be forced into jobs 
and work that they initially would never 
agree to, since they would feel obligated to 
support their families or make their college 
applications appear more wholesome. In 
doing so, they would lose their opportunity 
to express what they think. As stated by 
Child Refuge, an online program dedicated 
to ending child abuse, “children who are 

 RECENT CONTROVERSIES over a white 
teenage girl from Utah, Keziah Daum, 
wearing a qipao, a traditional Chinese style 
dress, to prom have reopened debate over 
the role of  cultural appropriation in our 
country. Many were angered by Daum’s 
dressing choice, and criticized her for 
cultural appropriation. The issue comes 
down to this simple statement: culture is 
something to be shared and valued, not 
something to be outraged by. On the other 
hand, adopting offensive caricatures of  
other ethnic groups in the name of  innocent 
cultural appropriation is, of  course, wrong. 
 However, real cultural appropriation is, 
for a lack of  a better phrase, “the sincerest 
form of  flattery.” It is often difficult to 
tell the difference between “real” and 
“innocent” cultural appropriation, but when 
people decide to adopt a certain culture’s 
components, they must be aware of  certain 
offenses to the culture, and thus maintain real 
cultural appropriation. Overall, every nation 
is filled with cultural elements that didn’t 
originate there, and, if  anything, so-called 
“appropriation” is a sign that humans can 
learn from each other—isn’t that progress?
 Cultural appropriation, obviously, is real.  
However, this isn’t an instance of  that; 
Keziah isn’t claiming to have invented this 
dress, and she later commented that she had 
respect for Chinese culture. While cultural 
appropriation can occur when someone 
takes a cultural piece and wears it without 
understanding the significance of  it, the 
dress itself  has little deep-seeded meaning 
to Chinese people other than it being a 
traditional piece of  clothing. Thus, there is 
no cultural significance to understand. She 

is not exploiting Chinese culture and values; 
on the contrary, she is respecting them. 
Chinese people themselves stated on social 
media that they were excited to see that a 
Westerner was wearing Chinese clothing 
and paying tribute to the rich and beautiful 
history of  China. 
 We, as a society, tend to believe that 
culture is a very segregated concept and can 
only belong to one ethnicity. However, this is 
markedly incorrect. 
“Culture,” 
by definition, 
is collective. 
No single 
person or 
group of  
people has 
possession 
of  it. Nor 
is culture 
static—it 
evolves 
naturally 
a n d 
is simply 
revealing  
of  how   we  
as humans 
manifest .  
Everyone 
eventually incorporates  thoughts, 
ideas, and expressions from cultures 
that are not their own,  then integrate 
them into their own lives. This has always 
occurred—and will continue to occur—
throughout human history. 
 Culture expresses what a society values, 
believes, and aspires to be and it absolutely 
refuses claims of  absolute ownership. 
There can be no shared culture if  culture 

The Sincerest Form of  Flattery
is completely attached to a certain group, 
tethered tightly to one place of  origin and 
ancestry.  It is remarkable to think that there 
are people who believe that just because you 
are not directly associated with a culture, 
you are automatically unable to associate 
yourself  with any aspect of  that culture. It’s 
impossible to have our culture if  
we’re all shouting about my 
culture. Having 
s ta ted t h i s , 

people 
s h o u l d 

show 
sympathy 

towards those 
o f f e n d e d 
by this  
controversy. 

Asians are 
among 

the most 
ridiculed races 
in the country 
as a result of  
their unique  

traditions and 
social  norms 

which are 
completely 

different from those 
of  other parts of  the 

world. In Hollywood, 
Americans of  Asian ancestry 

are constantly depicted as  nerd-like and ill-
fitted to tropes and cliches that are evident 
in Caucasian rom-coms. Even in real life, 
Asian Americans report many acts of  public 
discrimination across many areas of  life. 
 In the survey Discrimination in America, the 
National Public Radio, the Robert Wood 

By SRIYA SADANGI,  sophomore

 TEENS TODAY ARE often seen as luckier 
than those of  the past. We have more 
opportunities to go to the colleges we 
choose, to express our opinions in public 
without repercussion, and to work at 
jobs we enjoy. Although the added stress 
of  juggling a work environment and an 
education may seem difficult, we continue 
to partake in these activities to shape our 
future and pursue the passions that we love. 
Minors have the ability to choose where 
they work and express their thoughts about 
their jobs without being fired or assaulted. 
They have the luxury of  working in a 
stress-free environment where their only 
worry is completing their job on time. They 
have the opportunity to receive a higher-
level education while also participating in 
extracurricular activities that they love.
 However, this may all change soon, as 
President Donald Trump has been trying 
to repeal the Fair Labor Standards Act. 
The act prohibits anyone under the age 
of  18 from being exposed to hazardous 
working conditions such as factory work. 
Repealing the act would provoke strong 
backlash from parents, who do not want 
to see their children experience dangerous 
working conditions, and minors, who would 
be forced to work riskier jobs. The Fair 
Labor Standards Act should not be repealed 
because if  it is, minors under the age of  18 
will receive less income and education, be 
forced to work jobs they do not want to, and 
become exposed to dangerous settings that 
can threaten their physical health.
 Many teens are accustomed to working 
jobs that offer at least minimum wage and 
considering their education as their first 
priority, whether they like it or not. But 
with the repeal of  the Fair Labor Standards 

forced to work in harsh factory and shop 
environments are regarded not as humans, 
but [as] commodities.” These children lose 
themselves, and more importantly, their 
voices in this process. They no longer have 
a means to express their opinions about 
their workplace desires. Although it seems 
necessary for the employers to tell the 
workers what needs to be done by the end of  
the day, teens and other minors should have 
some autonomy over what they do, even 
with the regulations of  their jobs. By losing 
one of  the key forms of  communication 
that they have, teens will eventually collapse 
under the pressures exerted upon them by 
their superiors.
 Furthermore, treacherous circumstances 
present in such factories have the potential 
to affect the well-being of  minors. With 
noxious fumes and dangerous machinery, 
factory jobs today may injure minors who 
work there, causing the very problems that 
initially established the Fair Labor Standards 
Act. One of  the main concerns of  the 
opponents of  Trump’s latest agenda is the 
impact of  the chemicals and carcinogens 
used throughout factories. While adults can 
withstand these harsh chemicals throughout 
their workday due to their continuous 
exposure, youths are not adjusted to the 
impact the pollutants will have on their 
bodies. Because their bodies are considerably 
undeveloped compared to those of  adults, 
the toxins adolescents would ingest if  they 
worked in factories would cause far greater 
damage to their bodies and their growth than 
they would to an adult’s overall health. In 
addition, children naturally have the curious 
inclination to touch different substances, 
not knowing whether there are chemicals on 
the surface or not. Rather than expose their 
children to the perils of  factory life, parents 
would much rather keep children at home. 

 However, some still argue that repealing 
the Fair Labor Standards Act would provide 
some basic income for children and their 
families. Children from socioeconomically 
underprivileged  areas may need the money 
to support their families, and it seems as 
though they will lose this opportunity if  the 
act remains in effect. What critics of  
repealing the deal do not take into account is 
that exposing their children to unsafe factory 
work that may seriously injure them would 
be worse than losing several dollars each 
week. The priceless lives of  our children are 
far more precious than the minimal benefits 
that unsafe factory work may bring. While 
keeping the Fair Labor Standards Act might 
sound terrible to some, the detrimental 
effects that would result from repealing it 
could potentially threaten the lives of  us all. 

By SANJANA BHANUSHALI, junior 

All Work and No Play
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Johnson Foundation, and the Harvard T.H. 
Chan School of  Public Health report that a 
quarter or more of  Asian Americans say they 
have been personally discriminated against 
because they are Asian when applying for 
jobs (27%), when being paid equally or 
considered for promotions (25%), and 
when trying to rent or buy housing (25%). 
In fact, non-immigrant Asian Americans are 
significantly more likely than their immigrant 
counterparts to report multiple forms 
of  individual discrimination, including 
threats or non-sexual harassment, sexual 
harassment, and violence. For a white girl 
to wear a traditional Chinese dress without 
worrying about experiencing the kind of  
severe discrimination often encountered 
by Asian Americans all over the country is 
undoubtedly aggravating. 
 However, people who wear ethnically 
different clothes show a deep appreciation 
for a certain culture—not a deep disdain. 
After all, if  we had continued to show offense 
at the mixing of  cultures, nobody would 
have discovered hip-hop or have been able 
to enjoy spicy Indian food. In the end, a very 
important question has been called forward: 
Who gets to decide if  an ethnic token really 
has an important cultural significance behind 
it or if  it is just a commonly manufactured 
object? Who gets to decide what is 
meaningful and should be respected as such? 
There is a fine line between what should be 
respected and what is commonplace. People 
should make an attempt to differentiate 
between the two before they decide to make 
negative comments about the actions of  
others. The mixing of  cultures has always 
been a controversial topic, but as long as 
one respects a culture, one should be able 
to share it. 



accustomed to functioning independently, 
so there is nothing wrong with giving them 
additional freedom. Because there is less 
danger overall in America, there should also 
be less worry. 
 Over the course of  human history, 
we have gotten to the point where we are 
continuously fine-tuning what we know into 
more complex ideas. The same applies to 
parenting, as older and ineffective methods, 
such as helicopter parenting, have been 
proven to be correlated to conditions such as 
depression and anxiety. A study performed at 
Keene State College demonstrated that when 
children were told to finish an assignment 
by themselves, parents of  children 

with social anxiety 
helped them 
more. In doing 
so, they denied 
their children 
experience in 
solving problems, 
causing them to 
become overly 
dependent on 
their parents. No 
one should define 

our entire life path for us, as life itself  is a 
journey.  
 Although it has been subject to wide 
controversy, free-range parenting should be 
accepted in American society and extended 
to include teenagers. While it is important 
to look after children and young adults, it 
is even more crucial to provide them with 
the chance to explore and develop their 
own identities. Free-range parenting does 
not mean complete parental  neglect; it 
simply grants children the freedom they so 
desperately crave and deserve. 

operational for all levels and ages, we will be 
more prepared for the not-so-far future. 
 Large mammals, especially humans, are 
accustomed to taking care of  their children 
for extended periods of  time. We wish the 
best for the next generation, so we try to keep 
them in a safe and nurturing environment. 
The very idea of  free-range parenting has 
been subjected to much controversy, as 
some view it as dangerous when a child is left 
alone to do certain tasks like walking home 
because of  factors like crime. While we hear 

of   the seemingly endless amount of  crime 
in the news every day, and it seems to be 
endless, crime rates, especially murder, have 
actually been decreasing consistently for the 
past few decades. Helicopter parenting is a 
method that calls for high levels of  parental 
involvement in the lives of  their children. 
 While it is still necessary to supervise 
children to some extent, it is not advisable 
for parents to follow this technique in a vain 
effort to protect children from seemingly 
invisible, but constantly lurking danger. Most 
high school students are already somewhat 

Land of  the Free
By JASON WANG,  freshman

 HISTORICALLY, free-range or open-range 
grazing has been a method of  care used 
by farmers to care for their cattle. In this 
method of  cattle raising, farm animals are 
permitted to roam outdoors during the 
day, free of  supervision. Now, America 
is trying to simulate the same system by 
employing similar aspects in the world 
of  parental supervision. “Free-range 
parenting” is a nontraditional method 
of  child-rearing which, like free-range 
grazing, involves giving children a 
greater amount of  freedom with little 
supervision for a certain 
amount of  time. This 
version of  parenting 
is meant to nurture 
children by teaching 
them responsibility 
and independence. 
America, which has 
already taken a step 
toward adopting 
free-range parenting, 
should not only do 
so, but should also 
extend it to children of  all ages to teach 
them the virtue of  responsibility. 
 America has already taken the first step 
towards adopting free-range parenting on 
May 8, 2018, when Utah passed the “free-
range kids” bill. The bill clearly mentioned 
that some activities, such as letting a child 
walk to school by him or herself, was non-
neglectful. While this may not seem to be of  
importance, this is, in reality, the first “free-
range parenting” bill in American history. 
Both high school students and young 
children should be allotted more freedom 
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and opportunities, such as the elimination 
of  a curfew for high schoolers, in order to 
instill personal responsibility and prepare 
them for adulthood. 
 There has been much controversy 
regarding free-range parenting. Take, for 
instance, a case in 2015, where two children 

walking home from a park alone 
were escorted home by police 

—their parents were 
consequently  charged 

with neglect. Such overprotectiveness is not 
helpful, as it only clips the wings of  future 
productive and independent adults. 
 Can such independence arise 
spontaneously or does it have to be nurtured 
slowly? In college, our parents can neither 
monitor us nor walk us to class, but we 
instead have to perform these tasks by 
ourselves. If  free-range parenting is made 

By KYLEN BAO and APRIL WANG, 
seniors

A Hot Topic Issue
 AS THE SUMMER months approach, the 
heat has become unrelentingly prevalent.  
In the perimeters of  JP, the heat has been 
evident; fans have been turned on, lights 
have been turned off, windows have been 
opened—all in the effort to stay cool. 
However, as students endure each day’s 
scorching weather, it is also evident that 
little to no changes have been enacted to 
resolve this issue.
 The heat poses a myriad of  problems, 
one being the ability of  students to focus. 
Even though students are supposed to 
arrive at school each day for an education, 
students often find themselves off-track 
both physically and mentally, and are 
unable to direct their attention towards 
the topic being learned; students physically 
feel uncomfortable and restless, as their 
discomfort largely contributes to their 
lack of  mental motivation. This proves 
to be immensely detrimental to the 
learning atmosphere at JP—students’ 
unfocused attitudes lead to not only the 
obstruction of  effective learning, but also 
to setbacks in curriculum scheduling. The 
purpose of  attending school is to gain an 
understanding of  appropriate material in 
an effort to better prepare students for the 
future. Yet, with the penetrating heat filling 
all parts of  the school’s environment, the 
viability of  this goal is jeopardized. 
 Furthermore, health is a major issue, 
as many students face medical difficulties 
under the summer heat such as asthma 
and seasonal allergies. This poses a severe 
health predicament, as the heat can provoke 
asthma attacks and opening windows can 
cause severe allergic reactions. Students 
may enter a classroom, healthy and ready 

to learn, and leave the same classroom 42 
minutes later with breathing problems, 
nasal congestion, and irritated eyes. In this 
uncomfortable weather, students leave 
school not only having nothing learned, but 
also undergo a series of  symptoms ranging 
from itchy eyes to sniffling noses and 
deafening sneezes.
  In addition, the lack of  air conditioning 
in JP has brought significant difficulty to the 
teachers. Beyond dealing with the physical 
and mental challenges of  heat, teachers are 
required to be alert in their teaching, students’ 
comprehension of  towards the subject 
at hand, and most importantly, students’ 
overall safety; teachers are forced to be held 
accountable while enclosed in a physically 
and mentally challenging environment. 
While there have been a plethora of  teacher 
and student complaints, little has been done 
to combat the heat. Teachers are often 
forced to rely on several strategically placed 
fans around their classrooms, and students 
often find themselves entangled in battles 
with other students to position themselves 
in front of  the fan. Students, subjected to 
the blistering summer heat, look forward to 
the few classes during the day in the A and 
B wing, in which they can relax in their air 
-conditioned classrooms. 
 We believe that instead of  focusing on 
constructing paper fans or arguing over 
a minute in front of  the fan, students and 
teachers should instead be allowed to focus 
completely on education. As a school where 
overcrowding is already a major issue, 
neglecting air conditioning and proper 
ventilation within the school translates into 
inefficient and unproductive work days for 
teachers and students.
 Nevertheless, adding air conditioning to 
every classroom would prove to be a costly 

and extremely complex encounter. Recent 
renovations at Clifton High School, which 
added air conditioning through the school, 
cost an estimated 4.5 million, and costs 
such as these would surely affect our school 
budget if  we were to pursue air conditioning. 
In addition, adding air conditioning to 
every classroom would require a lengthy 
renovation, due to the school’s current 
electrical system, causing the school to 
completely close during the summer months. 
Critics argue that the already limited amount 
of  money in our budget should be utilized 
for other concerns of  higher priority, such 
as security or technology upgrades.
 To combat these financial challenges, we 
believe that the solution lies in ceiling fans. 
Ceiling fans provide a cheap and efficient 
way to both heat classrooms in the winter 
and cool them in the summer. By making a 
room feel six to eight degrees cooler without 
altering the temperature of  the room, ceiling 
fans use the “wind-chill effect” to bring 
much needed relief  to both students and 
teachers while also relieving each classroom 
of  extra clutter. In addition to redistributing 
warm air located at the upper-half  of  the 
ceiling to the floor, ceiling fans also prove to 
be significantly less 
costly—renovations 
at Brentwood High 
School in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, have 
secured and installed 
72 ceiling fans in the 
school for $12,527. 
 The heat has 
proved to be an 
immense dilemma 
that students and 
faculty have been 
facing for many 

years. Its detrimental effects upon the 
school’s population, both mental and 
physical, have taken a toll for too long; 
students and teachers should be able to learn 
and teach in a comfortable environment. 
While we hope that air conditioning will be 
a financially attainable objective achieved in 
the future, an alternate solution is needed 

now to better 
the everyday 
lives of  our 
students and 
faculty.
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They are your students, classmates, and friends. But even after four
years, how much do you really know about the Class of  2018? Hawkeye
asked seniors to chronicle their fears and secrets anonymously on index

cards. Here are the results.

Note: Secrets may have been edited for the sake of  printing quality. To
comment on and view more secrets, visit jpshawkeye.com.
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Crossing the Bridge

 MY SISTER’S FEAR of  heights has always 
been a source of  amusement for me. I’ve 
loved making her stand at the windows of  
the top of  the Empire State Building, or 
forcing her onto roller coasters with me. 
In particular, though, I’ve loved crossing 

bridges with her. I remember sitting next 
to her in the car, on a family trip to some 
obscure attraction miles away, and having 
to let her clench my arm while we crossed 
the George Washington Bridge. Scared of  
seeing how far above the water we were, she 
would squeeze her eyes shut and turn away 
from the window, asking me to let her know 
when we got to the end. I could always fool 
her into opening her eyes again before we 
had even gotten halfway through. 
 Now at the end of  our senior year, Class 
of  2018, we have a huge bridge ahead of  
us. With college, careers, and future families 
on the horizon, it’s difficult not to be 
overwhelmed. I know that, for me at least, 
it’s definitely tough not to shut my eyes and 
wish for the hard part to be over.
 Whatever each of  our paths are, there’s 
been so much build up to our graduation: 
as more and more classes turn into movie 
sessions and more and more graduation 
countdowns begin, the pressure has grown 
immensely in just a couple of  weeks. It’s 
impossible to put things off, to say, “We’ll 
cross that bridge when we get there,” 

anymore. Though most of  our decisions 
have already been made (hence the three 
pages of  college decisions to follow in 
this issue) and though we’ve taken the first 
steps of  our futures, there’s a dread for the 
unknown—for what’s to come. 
 In my opinion, crossing this bridge might 
be more nerve-wracking than what’s actually 
on the other side. It’s easy to assume what 
lies in our paths (classes, new freedom, part-
time jobs) and yet it’s impossible to be sure 
of  ourselves.
 When I was younger, I was just as afraid 
of  heights as my sister was. The only reason 
why I didn’t care about bridges, I suppose, 
was because my sister was always there to 
make me laugh (to laugh at, really). Since 
she assumed that I was some fearless fourth-
grader—and she prioritized her comfort 
over mine—she left me to the task of  
watching the scenery fly by through the 
window. And when I was joking around with 
her, my fears became insignificant and trivial. 
I stopped caring about how high up we were, 
and the irrational fears that something bad 
was bound to happen simply flew out of  

my mind. The ride became enjoyable once 
I focused on the people around me, and the 
bridge became something necessary rather 
than something scary.
 To this day, I have no idea where we were 
going after we crossed that bridge. I never 
remember the destinations anymore. We 
might have visited some museum or stopped 
by some monument, but none of  that stood 
out to me. What I remember is the ride there; 
what I remember is the bridge.
 Class of  2018, I hope we decide to enjoy 
our time on this bridge. I hope we spend our 
last “JP” summer with as much anticipation 
and excitement as we did when we were just 
fledgling hawks. Though some bridges  will 
definitely lead us apart from each other, so 
much of  our journey has to do with what 
we decide to do now. The time we spend 
at these crossroads is valuable, and we can 
either clench our eyes shut and wait for it 
to be over, or we can take it step by step 
alongside the people we’ve been with since 
the start of  the road. Class of  2018, I wish 
you a safe trip, and I’ll see you on the other 
side.

By ALICIA KANG, Co-Editor-in-Chief

Breaking the Glass Ceiling
 IT HAS BEEN a long year. I’m not talking 
specifically about my time as a senior at 
JP Stevens. Some of  the memories that 
I’ve made in the last twelve months with 
the people I love are the ones that I will 
cherish the most. But when I take a step 
back and look at the last year, I can’t help 
but focus on some of  the issues that matter 
most to me and how they’ve progressed. 
And unfortunately, the progress has been 
minimal, if  any. 
 When I first took AP US History with one 
of  the greatest teachers I’ve ever had (special 
shoutout to Ms. Zekster), I was introduced 
to a term that has now become a big part 
of  my vocabulary: the glass ceiling. To put it 
simply, the glass ceiling is an unseen barrier 
that hinders the professional advancement 
of  certain minorities, especially women. In 
a country like the US, the creation of  the 
glass ceiling was inevitable, with the historic 
pattern of  entitlement of  certain groups. But 
even with time, this barrier still continues to 
be insanely high and strong. 
 I have spent many hours pondering the 
glass ceiling and how one metaphor—
breaking the glass ceiling—could be used to 

not only signify a variety of  minority groups 
but also a magnitude of  professions. I have 
heard it in conversations about the low 
number of  people of  color in positions of  
power in Fortune 500 companies and, of  
course, in those about women in politics. 
 But as I am writing this farewell, I am 
beginning to understand the universality 
of  the term. It is all-inclusive because all 
minorities can see a future where equality 
in every way has been achieved but see this 
future in great distance. The glass ceiling is 
high but it is also transparent. 
 I remember listening to Secretary Clinton 
after she won the presidential nomination 
from the Democratic Party, thus becoming 
the first woman to receive the nomination. 
She held a rally in Brooklyn and symbolically 
spoke under a glass ceiling, and also 
mentioned that although she had shattered 
the glass ceiling, it still had not been broken. 
After hearing that, I—like many other young 
women—was inspired but eventually learned 
that the glass ceiling was still very strong and 
would need a much bigger blow to actually 
break. 
 I was unsure if  I should write about 
something like the glass ceiling because I was 
afraid that I would be criticized for using my 

platform to push the liberal agenda. But that 
is not what I’m trying to do. I chose to write 
about the glass ceiling to show you all—my 
fellow classmates—the great power we have 
and the inadvertent misplacement of  it. We 
now live in not only a country but also a 
world where the majority of  the people who 
both care about and champion for minority 
issues are the minority group. When tragedy 
occurs—like school shootings or police 
brutality—the groups affected react with 
great power but the majority tends to act as 
spectators because it is not directly affected. 
And that is not okay. 
 So, Class of  2018, we have all—some of  
us firsthand—unfortunately watched many 
minority groups regress in the past year. The 
plights of  women, people of  color, and the 
LGBTQ community have been pushed aside 
and sometimes forgotten, but we cannot 
let this pattern continue. We are the future 
of  this country, and although we will be in 
different parts of  the country and even the 
world, we can’t forget where we came from 
and the problems we have—both directly 
and indirectly—faced. 
 Our power—the power of  the people—is 
sometimes forgotten. We have the power to 
promote change and need to work together 

to break, not just shatter, the glass ceiling, 
because it is no longer the problem of  just 
women or minority groups but that of  every 
person. 
 Regardless of  what others say and do 
to silence us, we each have a voice, so I 
challenge every member of  the Class of  
2018 to use it. Speak up, initiate change, and 
work towards destroying the glass ceiling. 

By DEEKSHA UDUPA, Co-Editor-in-Chief
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What is your most 
cherished memory at 

JP?
Handing in a corrupted document for an 
essay and pulling an 85. — Shivam Patel
Having my whole robotics team cheer me 
on as I drove our robot. — Syed Shah
Watching the movie 3 Idiots in AP 
Chemistry. — Kunal Kanwar
February 14th: when the Dance Ensemble 
first performed at school for Valentine’s 
Day with Dancing Grams! 
— Anisha Patel
Being one of  the four swimmers to 
represent JP at the Meet of  Champions. 
— Manav Shah
Fermat’s difference quotient. 
— Varun Vasudevan
Hosting Mr. JPS! — Aneesa Khan
Playing in the rain at marching band 
rehearsals. — Anirudh Ramanathan
Taking Mr. P’s Euro class.  — Andrew Shen
Winning first place in the Interkultur 
competition with the JP chamber choir. 
— Tyler Seto
Scoring two goals at my Senior Night for 
soccer. — Saumya Singh
Winning the 2018 NJ state championship 
with the marching band. 
— Gautam Nagwekar
My statistics teacher held a wasp in her 
hand and carried it around like a pet.
— Angel Guo
Getting that Hawkeye issue in homeroom. 
— Mann Patel
When Flappy Golf  became the wave and 
classes began with “Who’s hosting?” 
— Atharv Kulkarni
Making it onto a Mr. Jones Jeopardy! slide. 
— Juhi Patel
The Bollywood Night and Guitar 
Ensembles. — Maliha Mohiuddin
Making up physics labs after school.
 — Trishul Sathiyamoorthy
Getting to miss more class time because 
the only working guys bathroom is on the 
other side of  the school. — Richard Ye
Discovering myself  through playing eight 
wonderful, diverse characters on the JP 
Stevens stage. — Gillian Zahn
Freshman year, I met one of  my best friends 
because she was singing “Fergalicious” in 
the back of  my math class. — Hannah Seo
Going to breakfast on PARCC days. 
— Cathy Daichang
Laughing with Anaiah Lewis, Asia Wooten, 
and Janiah Stepney. — Tahira Harmon
When I went to see the basketball game 
vs. Edison! We crushed them; the entire 
bleachers held up papers with L’s on them. 
— Vineeth Vasudevan
Parking on the grass when the senior lot 
flooded. — Shivam Chhabra 
When Shivam Chhabra parked on the 
grass during the flood. — Sanjana Sastry
Struggling against the odds to make 
Odyssey of  the Worlds in ninth grade and 
being able to celebrate in Michigan with 
my best friends. — Josh Thomas
One dollar lunches, especially when they 
gave a free cookie.  — Xavier Lee
Throwing javelins off  the roof! 
— Albert Ang
When the B-Wing bathroom had an out-
of-order sign, but the door still unlocked. 
— Abhishek Padmanabhan
When I made a mug like Spongebob 
Squarepants in 3D Design. — Shay Mallick
Running the Latin chariot in the halls! 
— Edward Neves

The AP Spanish road trip to New York City!  
— Nicole Zamudio
Coming back on the first day of  senior year 
and greeting everyone that I hadn’t seen over 
the summer. — Harsh Sharma
Mr. P spraying my OM team with Silly String 
after a competition. — Kelly Chen
Playing football under the lights every Friday 
night in the fall.  — Frank DiSerio
When I got my MacBook back after weeks 
of  repair. — Vinny Ong
Getting my high score in Tetris during Pre-
Calc. — Matthew Langan
Being in the finals for JPS Got Talent. 
— Angelica Dalzon
Honestly, anything involving Mrs. Achiron, 
she is the most divine human being in 
the world and an incredible and inspiring 
teacher. She is LOVELY. — Catherine Tuite
Painting the school murals! —  Katlyn Ling
Winning Homecoming Duke in my junior 
year. — Sean Decker
Taking Mr. P’s AP European history class. 
— Anna Huang
Saying goodbye to the seniors who had made 
me feel welcome during my freshman year. 
— Sunjana Kulkarni
Never getting a half  locker.  —  Annie Ikemoto
Writing Mr. Martinak’s book analyses. 
— Julia Vaynerchuk
Mole Day during sophomore year. We 
definitely made the best cupcakes! 
— Sanjeevani Joshi 
A “during-school” Taco Bell run. 
— Rahul Kanani
All of  the bus and plane rides with the JP 
Choir. — Bharathi Balaji
Finding a family with the people on my 
debate team. — Adithya Rachakulla
Making the varsity lacrosse team as a 
freshman. — Caesey Gama
Taking sporadic naps.  — Michelle Li
Slaying Homecoming Court in braces. 
— Harshita Jain
Sitting out front of  the school with my 
friends as sophomores, just talking about 
stuff  and goofing around. We hardly have 
time to do that now. — Dante Rush
Attending volleyball tournament games and 
basketball rivalry games. — Neel Rana
Making my college mug in Ceramics.
— Serena Zilli
Being a part of  Empty Bowls with my 
friends. — Gurleen Sodhi
Having teachers that go out of  their way to 
see you succeed. — Rohan Rao
All of  the Poetry Slams I participated in, 
which helped me develop my self-confidence 
and public speaking ability. — Yuthikaa Raj
Performing with my best friend at Mr. JPS! 
— Meldon Mendonca
Listening to the scales while cramming for a 
quiz in the study hall across from the band 
room. — Tingying Xie
The entirety of  AP Bio. — Amulya Mutnuri
Brunch during PARCC week. — Alisha Shah
Performing in To Kill a Mockingbird. 
— Christopher Dzioba
Watching everyone come out to support us 
in the volleyball GMC finals. — Nirav Patel
Finding some of  my best friends to get 
bubble tea with on Friday nights. 
— Mindy Yip
Reading Julius Caesar in English class my 
freshman year. — Katie Hausman
Laughing over nothing at Hawkeye layouts. 
— Alicia Kang 

What is your biggest 
regret at JP?

Enjoy all four years, since time goes fast. 
— Kunal Kanwar
It’s not worth it to stay up and study for 
a test; you will come to school exhausted 
and will probably do worse than if  you 
had slept. 
— Yukta Kulkarni
JP isn’t the only place where you can find 
opportunities. Don’t be afraid to expand 
yourself  and look outside the school for 
things you might be interested in.
 — Jenna Cutsforth
Remember: everyone is in the same boat 
as you. They just don’t like to admit it.
 — Sunjana Kulkarni
Dress up for spirit days! — Juhi Patel
At the end of  the day, you only have 
yourself. If  you let other people control 
your happiness and self  confidence, 
it will lead to inconsistency which will 
make high school harder than it already 
is. My biggest regret is not realizing I can 
only rely on myself  during my freshman 
year. — William Hsieh
Move up into higher levels if  you get 
the chance and try out for a sport if  you 
want to; don’t be afraid of  not making 
the team because you never know what 
could happen. — Shreya Lad
Don’t squander those unexcused 
absences! 
— Kelly Chen
Do new things and don’t take any 
moment at JP for granted. — Anastasia 
Tukhtina 
Don’t fall in love in sophomore year. 
— Hamza Khan

Carry a pack of  cards around for the last 
few days of  school. — Krishna Patel
Find what you enjoy during your freshman 
year and EXPLORE. Don’t be afraid to fail 
or make mistakes, just focus on discovering 
what you love. — Gaurav Aggarwal
Put your name on your graphing calculator. 
— Andrew Cheng
It doesn’t hurt to laugh once in a while. 
— Mithil Verma
Thinking that the amount of  lates resets 
every marking period. — Albert Ang
Focus on yourself  and make sure the 
decisions you make are based solely on 
YOU and not on others. — Hilary Mateo
Don’t be on Grove Avenue after 7:15. 
— Ethan Sinyavsky
Not being able to eat the ice cream. 
— Radha Singh
Not being as straightforward about my 
feelings toward other people. 
— Kiara Warfield
Don’t take everything so seriously, it’s okay 
to joke around. — Karen Lee
Sleep earlier and sleep more! It’s definitely 
possible.  — Andrew Shen
Talk to people who seem like they need 
friends. — Neerali Patel
Making a funny joke that was blown out of  
proportion. — Atharv Kulkarni
Parking in the flood zone. — Jasdev Singh
Getting senioritis as a sophomore. 
— Christian Ghiugan
Forgetting everything Mr. Fiorello taught 
me. Lo siento, señor. — Veronica Meliksetian
My biggest regret is that I have a test 
tomorrow. I need to study. — Arlene Tsao

Where will you be 20 
years from now?

White House ‘36, World domination ‘44. 
— Rohan Arora
Not sure, but wherever it is, I’ll probably 
be late as usual. — Vinny Ong
Making meaningful progress towards 
reversing climate change! — Elisha Zhao
Living the California life. 
— Nishanth Yeddula
I will be a cat lady. — Melanie Taylor
Hopefully different from where I think 
I’ll be in 20 years right now. 
— Srikanth Raguraman
Living alone with my Corgi! 
— Karma Shah
Not sure, but I will be twenty years older. 
— Kunal Kanwar
Hopefully working for a cosmetic 
company making products that help 
people feel comfortable in their skin!  — 
Aarushi Govil
On a rocket to Mars taking pictures of  
stars, trying to conquer outer space for 
the human race. — Shruti Sundaresh
Still in love with Taylor Swift. — Aditi 
Choudhary
Probably drowning in all my medical 
school debt. — Meghna Srinivasan
Living in a small house with two dogs, a 
fenced yard, an electric car, and a Costco 
card. — Jenna Cutsforth
Sending my child to Child Growth and 
Development. — Cathy Daichang
On the cover of  Time. 
— Adithya Rachakulla
Cafe Zio. — Eric Li
The next billionaire woman technology 
mogul. — Mindy Yip

Working at a hospital as a nurse, and 
teaching yoga to the elderly. — Richa Patel
On the Himalayan Mountains, away from 
civilization. — Sanjeevani Joshi
Saving elephants (and all animals) from 
corporate greed. — Sohil Malik
By the grocery store checkout…in a trashy 
tabloid. — Andrew Shen
Teaching my own class of  kindergarten 
students. — Emily Chesler
Either in a lab examining dead bodies or 
working for the FBI. — Gurleen Sodhi
Leader of  the sacred marching band world. 
— Hannah Seo
Hopefully on the other side of  the world.
— Nandita Shankar
In a cubicle. — Maha Syed
In romantic bliss and financial success.
— Kiara Warfield
Working for Marvel in marketing or graphic 
design. — Hirendra Molligoda
Probably thinking about what I wrote for 
this question 20 years ago and seeing if  I’m 
right. — Divya Talesra
Sipping a margarita in paradise, rich and 
happy. — Harsh Sharma
In a hospital room, performing surgery on 
a patient. — Manali Patel
I’ll let you know once I plan it out on 
Microsoft Excel. — Ishani Kulkarni
Probably six feet under. — William Hsieh
On the streets, tryna push my mixtape to 
timid pedestrians.  — Atharv Kulkarni
Somewhere overseas saving animals. 
— Lara Vezard
Successful and happy! — Karen Lee
Homeless. — Julia Kim



You Know You Went 
to JP When...

What is one thing 
seniors should do 

before they graduate 
JP?

Be with your friends as much as possible 
before college. — Mira Patel
Sleep! — Lauryn Ekatan
Meet with all your teachers you’ve ever 
had and thank them! — Sarah Paul
Do something you enjoy, not what people 
tell you to. — Karen Lee
Survive a whole day without playing 
games on the MacBook. 
— Varun Vasudevan
Have fun and unwind, because it’s the last 
time you’ll see most of  the people. 
— Meet Wadhwa
Enjoy life, make friends, and appreciate 
all that you have. 
— Anish Chouthai
Tell everyone you know how they really 
feel about them. — Jaaee Nadkarni
Do something crazy (but still legal)! 
— Rohini Chatterjee
Abuse senior privileges and sit outside 
during a snowstorm. — Jason Luo
Find something you’re truly, actually 
passionate about. Anything. 
— Chloe Azadegan
Take a selfie with one of  the geese. 
— Mindy Yip
Seniors should write down their future 
plans on balloons and release them into 
the air together as a class—also makes for 
great pictures! — Carina Dias
Go to Delhi Garden. — Neil Reddy
Get dress coded for wearing pajamas. 
— Saarah Sufi
Try every snack in the snack line. 
— Kartik Nalamalapu
Make a time capsule of  memorable items 
to look at years down the road. 
— Yukta Kulkarni
Hand in a blank quiz/test. — Manav Shah
Eat breakfast with your favorite teachers! 
— Maliha Mohiuddin
Cry tears of  happiness. 
— Dakshina Palasamudrum
Don’t check Genesis for a month… or a 
week if  you’re too scared. 
— Vineeth Vasudevan
Take a selfie in the B-wing bathroom 
mirror. (It’s the iconic JP look!) 
— Jenna Cutsforth
Try something new. — Daniel Zhan

Definitely begin practicing good hygiene if  
you still don’t. — Eruj Hamid
Let go of  whatever negativity you had 
during high school and move on. 
— Jessie Racioppi
Play a schoolwide game of  Fortnite. 
— Dajasol Weaver
Take a really easy class and hope your 
friends are in it. — Shay Mallick
Go to at least one game of  every type of  
sport. — Ashley Lombardi
Spend a whole night at school. 
— Prasath Hariharan
Scream and shout in the hallways. 
— Shivam Patel
Make a bucket list! — Matt Curto
Find the three owls around the school. 
Legend has it that if  you find all the three 
owls before you graduate, you will be 
successful after JP. — Aysal Noor
Wear an outfit that Catherine Tuite would 
wear! — Catherine Tuite
Become a Varsity (Flappy) Golf  athlete! 
— Grace Wang
Dye your hair. — Judson Guillaume
Wade through parking lot rainwater.
— Miranda Wang
Try every flavor of  Gertrude Hawk 
chocolate.  — Divya Talesra
Ask Mr. Jones for peppermint oil. It will 
change your life. — Xavier Lee
Take more pictures. It will be worth it in 
the future. — Mindy Yip
Put your name on your graphing calculator. 
— Andrew Cheng
Don’t park in the back of  the senior 
parking lot. — Omar Shah
Don’t wear your ID on a lanyard. 
— Adithya Iyer
Being absent too many times. Don’t go to 
summer school. — Ariba Azad
Raise money for air conditioners. 
— Shreya Lad
Order takeout to one of  the school 
entrances. — Katlyn Ling
Make a time capsule of  memorable items 
to look at years down the road. 
— Yukta Kulkarni
Go outside on a starry night and breathe it 
all in. — Elisha Zhao
Don’t give up. — Jaida Baptist

…you can count the number of  available 
boys bathrooms at any time on one two-
fingered hand. — Daniel Zhan
…the AP exam is easier than the actual class. 
— Michelle Li
…they close the staircase because there are 
too many people on it. — Leena Prabhakar
…you play Kahoot in the auditorium at Mr. 
JPS. — Saarah Sufi
…the school offers Mandarin and Hindi as 
world languages. — Katherine Wang
…college is easier. — Kartik Nalamalapu
…half  your class is absent on the day of  a 
test. — Manav Shah
…the line for the boys bathroom is longer 
than the snack line. — Vikram Nadathur
…Buzzfeed was once considered a staple of  
everyday school life. — Sunjana Kulkarni
…there is no such thing as a boys bathroom 
— Collin Nuccio
…the hallways have more traffic than the 
parkway. — Dhwan Wanjara
…every good website is blocked. 
— Aneesa Khan
…your whole theater class has a debate on 
whether they hear “Laurel” or “Yanny”. 
— Emma Durando
…you’re late to your classes because you 
can’t move in the hallway in front of  the 
cafeteria. — Nathan Shek
…you hear someone in the hallways say, “Is 
the nearest open bathroom at Dunkin?”
— Juhi Patel
…you sit in a specific location in each room 
to get some kind of  data signal. 
— Jennine Abramsky
…people are more enthusiastic about the 
AP Study sessions than they are about the 
sports games. — Tyra Gravesande
…there’s a new browser every other day. 
— Richard Ye
…the beginning of  the marking period 
brought you joy because it was a fresh start 
from all of  the failing. — Nandita Shankar
…you get 24 hours of  sleep and are still 
tired. — Jaaee Nadkarni
…freshmen talk about college apps. 
— Aditi Bhavaraju
…classrooms have a different smell every 
day. — Cathy Daichang
…you have more club apparel than normal 
clothing. — Ram Patel
…parking is more of  a hazard than driving. 
— Priya Bhatt
…a teacher thinks you’re on your phone, but 
you’re just using your graphing calculator. 
— Kirti Mitaliya

…there are kids in your fifth grade class that 
took the SATs. — Catherine Tuite
…people randomly start clapping during 
lunch. — Anushka Rawat
…Genesis is your most frequented website.
— Andrew Cheng
…everyone understands Indian culture.
— Shay Mal
…students bring notes to study during gym 
class. — Krishna Patel
…the “temporary” trailers outside are 
actually permanent. — Bharathi Balaji
…the basketball team’s apparel is sponsored 
by Patel Brothers. — Meet Wadhwa
…seniors check Parent Portal to see how 
many days they can skip school instead of  
checking grades. — Katherine Cheng
…they play yodeling on the speakers during 
passing after homeroom. — Angel Guo
…your teacher thinks you were texting 
during class, but really you were on your 
graphing calculator. — Juhi Patel
…you can’t decide whether to go to the 
improv show, French Movie Night, or 
volleyball game because they’re all on the 
same night. — Angelica Dalzon
…your screensaver consists of  the formulas 
for the AP Calc exam. — Meghna Srinivasan 
…gossip on cheating is never about 
relationships. — Vineeth Vasudevan
…you get shared a “Copy of  Copy of  Copy 
of  quarterly review”. — Rohini Chatterjee
…Mr. Smith’s yelling is ingrained in your 
mind. — Maria Janke
…you spot a bald man with glasses in public 
and immediately think of  Mr. Hrevnak. 
— Elisha Zhao
…a Dodge Charger drowns in the parking 
lot. — Siddarth Kanoongo
…the recycling bin top is a hall pass. — 
Harshi Rasania
…you have a quiz on the day of  prom. 
— Neerali Patel
…people start using Google Hangouts again to 
communicate during school. — Mindy Yip
…students bring notes to study during gym 
class. — Krishna Patel
…the most common question you hear 
is “Should I get Barron’s or Princeton 
Review?” — Sohil Malik
…Algebra II causes more suffering than 
Applied Calculus does. — Kelly Chen
…it rains inside the school. — Shreya Venkat
…there’s only one boys bathroom open and 
it has no soap. — Ethan Sinyavasky
…you see someone holding a globe in the 
bathroom. — Julia Kim
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ArtCenter College of  Design
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Barnard College
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Daniel Seo
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Applied Science
Matthew Krauze

Università Bocconi 
Marco Brzozowski

Boston College
Alicia Kang

Boston University 
College of  Arts and Sciences

Manish Patel

Bloomfield College
A’mya Jones

Bryn Mawr College
Vinny Ong

University of  California, Berkeley
Arnav Jain

Jelovus Jeevaraj
Dakshina Palasamudrum

College of  Letters and Science
Chaitali Mandavia

University of  California, Los 
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Raynard Dimapilis
Srikanth Raguraman
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Nishanth Yeddula
Jim Zhou

School of  Engineering and 
Applied Sciences

Andrew Liu

University of  California, Merced
Jingyi Huang

Carnegie Mellon University
Hannah Chan

Dietrich College of  Humanities 
and Social Sciences

Sophia Ho
Ashwin Konkimalla

Agam Kumar
School of  Computer Science

Sunjana Kulkarni 
Katherine Wang

Tepper School of  Business
Tina Luo

Meet Wadhwa 

Case Western Reserve University
Aayushi Chechi
Amog Mysore

Meghna Srinivasan 

Centenary University
Joe Traina

University of  Central Florida
Hilary Mateo

University of  Chicago
Andrew Shen

College of  Saint Elizabeth
Tyrese Conover 

Columbia University
Columbia College

Joheen Chakraborty
Maya Merchant 

Fu Foundation School of  
Engineering and Applied Science

Elisha Zhao

Cornell University
Daniel Zhan

College of  Arts and Sciences
Sanjeevani Joshi

College of  Engineering
Tushar Khan
Divya Talesra

University of  Delaware
Daniel Ricigliano

Delaware Valley University
Serena Zilli

Denison University 
Rohan Arora

Duke University
Prateek Khandelwal

Maggie Pan

Eastern Michigan University
Shannon Gregory

Elmira College
Joseph Morrone

Elon University
Garrett Perilstein

Emory University
College of  Arts and Sciences

Angela Cao
Neil Reddy
Sohil Shah 

Fairleigh Dickinson University
Jared Martinez

Kesha Patel
Haron Saeed

Fordham University
Jaaee Nadkarni

Georgia Institute of  Technology
Jacob Zhong

Georgia State University
Tyra Gravesande

Georgian Court University
Maria Janke

Harvard University
Eric Li

University of  Houston
College of  Liberal Arts and 

Social Sciences
Abby Santos

University of  Illinois Urbana-
Champaign

Shiv Dhage
Trishul Sathiyamoorthy

College of  Engineering
Sanjana Sastry
James Soole

College of  Liberal Arts and 
Sciences

Edward Neves

University of  Iowa
Het Patel

Iowa State University
Christian Ghiugan

University of  Kansas
Peter Maynard

Kean University
Fatma Abdelaal

Ariba Azad
Sean Decker

Judson Guillaume
Prasath Hariharan

Andrew Jo
Emily Lombardi 

Purav Patel
Sneha Patil 

Radha Singh
Arjun Thapar

King’s College London
Anna Huang

University of  Maine
Anna Pasamba

Manhattan School of  Music 
Varun Das

Marist College
Kellan McNee

University of  Maryland,
College Park
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Robert Jones
Abhishek Padmanabhan

University Of  Massachusetts 
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Isenberg School of  Management
Leena Prabhakar
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McGill University
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University of  Miami
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University of  Michigan
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A Recipe For Success...



A Recipe For Success... College of  Engineering
Shan Jiang

Ross School of  Business
Richard Ye

College of  Literature, Science, 
and the Arts

Sohil Malik

Middlesex County College 
Christoper Alise

Salwa Ansari
Jaida Baptist 

Brandon Botiquin
Ryan Brown

Justin Chrustek
Matt Curto

Jenna Cutsforth
Emily Durando 

Ali Ebrahim
Lindsay Gergits
Matthew Hale
Ali Hamade

Tahira Harmon
Bhadra Israni 
Xavier Jones 

Kandarp Joshi 
Ninad Kasala 
Rasin Khan
Shreya Lad

Alexandra Lieto
Max Lipschutz

Christina Longkutoy
Isabella Marino
Tamir Nixon 
Anisha Patel
Janki Patel
Harsh Patel 
Hetvi Patel
Mansi Patel
Shivam Patel
Tapan Patel
Dante Rush
Drashti Shah
Riya Sisodiya
Enyjah Smith
Megan Spatz

Amaayah Thompson
Searra Warner
Dajasol Weaver 
Jabriel Wright

Monmouth University
Radhika Arora

Spencer Johnson
Collin Nuccio 

Brielle Sadowski 

Montclair State University
Lauryn Ekatan
Ally Fabrizio
Caesey Gama
Mueez Karimi
Soraya Mitta

Matthew Pastor
Jessie Racioppi

School of  Business
Bilal Naeem
Heli Patel

Morgan State University
Shakirah Williams

Muhlenberg College
Jacob Anes

University of  New Haven
Dhara Gohil

Henry C. Lee College of  
Criminal Justice and Forensic 

Sciences
Gurleen Sodhi

New Jersey City University
Gillian Zahn

New Jersey Institute of  
Technology
Junior Mersola
Pranavi Parsi

Jay Patel
Khushbuben Patel

Rushi Patel
Rahi Shah
Smit Patel
Syed Shah

Akhil Sreedhara
Mithil Verma

College of  Engineering
Nivea Mohankumar 

Karma Shah
Omer Shah

The College of  New Jersey
Mia Gauthier 
Krishna Pate
Kiran Pillai

7-Year Medical Program
Cathy Daichang

School of  Business
Quian Muse 

New York University
Suhav Toteja

College of  Arts and Sciences
Adithya Rachakulla

Shiv Soin
Nathan Shek 

Stern School of  Business
Karthik Nalamalapu

Rahul Prasad 

University of  North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill
Suhas Etigunta

Northeastern University 
Annie Ikemoto

Andrew Jin
College of  Art, Media and 

Design 
Wendy Jia 

College of  Engineering
Manav Shah

D’Amore-McKim School Of  
Business

Jennine Abramsky
Anirudh Ramanathan

Northwestern University in Qatar
Aneesa Khan 

Nova Southeastern University
6-Year Physician Assistant 

Program
Alisha Shah
Albert Ang

7-Year Accelerated Medical 
Program 

Kunal Kanwar
Rishabh Kasarla

8-Year Medical Program
Pooja Patel

Oberlin College
Michelle Li

Pace University 
Chloe Ling

University of  Pennsylvania
School of  Engineering and 

Applied Science
Kelly Chen
Xavier Lee

Pennsylvania State University
Angel Guo 

Vishal Madhav
Ria Parikh 
Tyler Seto 
Saarah Sufi

University of  Pittsburgh 
Shivam Kairnar
Jacob Krasner

Nina Patel
Sarth Shah

Dietrich School of  Arts and 
Sciences
Shay Mallick

Princeton University
Sriram Srinivasan

Grace Wang
Ishani Kulkarni

School of  Engineering and 
Applied Sciences

Miranda Wang

Purdue University
Shruti Sundaresh

College of  Pharmacy
Priya Sharma

College of  Engineering
Anjana Goteti

Ekta Singh
Shreya Venkat

Ramapo College
Kaitlyn Kwan

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Vincent Huang
Waleed Jamil
Samarth Patel
Shivani Patel

Raunak Shrestha
Mindy Yip

Rider University
Darnell Stroye

Jazmyn Williams
Westminster Choir College

Anastasia Kantilierakis

Rowan University
Athena Bollera

Justin Elko
William Giordano
Katie Hausman
Melanie Maza
Brianna Miller

School of  Business
Karen Lee

School of  Osteopathic Medicine
Kush Patel 

7-Year Medical Program
Keertana Jonnalagadda

Rutgers University 
Tejnath Ande
Binod Bhat 
Anhar Islam

Siddarth Kanoongo
Justin Kwok
Brandon Lin
Cristian Ossa

...Sugar, School Spirit, Spice...



School of  Arts and Sciences
Rahul Kanan

School of  Engineering
Jagat Patel

Bharath Selvaraj

Rutgers - Camden
School of  Arts and Sciences

Mekhala Iyengar
7-Year BS/DO Program

Heet Patel

Rutgers - New Brunswick
Hannah Alb

Himani Chavda
Harshita Jain

Gayatri Kadam
Jonathan Kuan

Prit Lavani
Sanjana Nair
Aysal Noor

Jay Upadhyay
Vritti Vazirani

Ernest Mario School of  
Pharmacy
Priya Bhatt
Jatin Jain

Justin Liang
Rohan Rao

Kanmani Sathishkumar
Hannah Seo
Jasdev Singh

Vineeth Vasudevan
Tingying Xie

School of  Arts and Sciences
Chloe Azadegan
Mallesha Archary

Jusleen Basra
Shreya Bhatta

Gunisha Chadha
Lillian Chen

Chelsea Cheng
Nihal Degala

Raj Desai 
Lisa Furtado

Shreya Ghosh 
Max Glinn

Melis Gordem
Akhil Hashem
Robert Jones
Hamza Khan
Maleeha Khan

Praveen Kosalram
Akshita Kumar

Jason Luo
Raj Malhotra

Sandra Matthew
Shyam Mehta
Kireeti Mekala

Veronica Meliksetian
Mariam Mirza

Maliha Mohiuddin
Vikram Nadathur
Gautam Nagwekar
Christine Nguyen

Sanika Palande
Avani Patel
Bansi Patel
Juhi Patel 

Kishan Patel 
Manali Patel
Mann Patel
Tanvi Patel

Sara Piasecki
Shrey Prithyani
Anam Qureshi
Yuthikaa Raj

Rishabh Ranjan
Anushka Rawat

Yati Sanghvi
Sujay Sayini 

Nitish Selvaraj 
Joshua Sen

Nandita Shankar
Harsh Sharma
Roshni Shenoy ...and everything nice!

Marisa Shinal
Saumya Singh 

Maha Syed
Josh Thomas

Catherine Tuite
Itixa Vaghani

Prit Vakil
Julia Vaynerchuk

School of  Business
Surina Batta

Hritwik Bhardwaj
Sravani Boppana

Himanshi Chawda
Shivam Chhabra
Anish Chouthai

Carina Dias
Aidan George

Somya Jain
Swasti Jain

Arjun Jayakumar
Vidush Kannekanti

Sanjay Koduri
Harsh Kumar
Katlyn Ling

Meldon Mendonca
Kirti Mitaliya 

Akhil Mohammed
Hirendra Molligoda
Aditya Nibhanupudi

Gaetano Nigro
Soham Palande
Rachita Pendem
Harshi Rasania 

Ridwanur Sarder
Maanas Shete
Radha Shinde

Sriven Sikhinam
Varun Vasudevan 

School of  Engineering 
Gaurav Aggarwal

Baha Alasmar
Aryan Bindroo
Joseph Fanik

Siddarth Ganesh
Aarushi Govil 

Atharv Kulkarni
Matthew Langan
Utkarsh Mashal

Orran Mendonca
Saumya Mishra
Aditya Nanduri

Ajay Parameswaran
Nirav Patel

Shivam Patel
Neela Rana

Sebastian Recto
Jasmine Sachdeva

Nitya Sathish 
Ethan Seaman
Nabiha Sherali
Janine Shieh

Ethan Sinyavsky
Mark Stanik

Lawrence Xing
School of  Environmental and 

Biological Sciences
Eruj Hamid

Chantal Heyaime
Kevin Joseph
Vrucha Patel
Moiz Syed

Lara Vezard
Mason Gross School of  the Arts

Jared Borja
Rohini Chatterjee
Juliana Martino

Rutgers - Newark
School of  Arts and Sciences

Anuj Dhanky
Sarah Paul

Shivani Thukaram
Amy Wang

School of  Business
Shayon Chatterjee
Aditi Choudhary 
Bhavyesh Dave

Mili Patel
Tejas Venkatasubramanian
School of  Nursing

Mahima Balaji
Ria Patel

School of  Visual Arts
Angelica Dalzon

Julia Kim

University of  the Sciences 
Muskan Khandare

Mira Patel
6-Year Doctorate of  Physical 

Therapy Program
Madhavi Shah

7-Year Medical Program
Bharathi Balaji

Seton Hall University
Tajira Harmon

Amanda Truong
Tarun Yetrintala

Stevens Institute of  Technology 
Sanjay Athrey
Supratim Paul

School of  Business
Ravi Patel

Stevenson University
Mikhayla Sabo

Stockton University
Anaiah Lewis

Stony Brook University
Aditya Iyer

Yukta Kulkarni
Neerali Patel
Nain Singh

Syracuse University
Diane Cervelli

University of  Tampa 
Emily Chesler

Temple University
Jesse Shiluli

Fox School of  Business
Dhilan Patel

Tufts University
School of  Arts and Sciences

Amulya Mutnuri
United States Military Academy 

at West Point
Mehr Tamboly

University of  Virginia
College of  Arts and Sciences

Rohan Mekala
School of  Engineering and 

Applied Sciences
 Pranav Neyveli

Villanova University
School of  Business

Frank DiSerio

Virginia Polytechnic Institute 
and State University

Dhwan Wanjara 

Wellesley College
Deeksha Udupa

West Virginia University
Anastasia Tukhtina 

William Paterson University
Joanka Lopez
Caryn Miller 

University of  Wisconsin-Madison
Pratik Chaudhari

William Hsieh





Retiring Teacher Interviews A Victorious 
Vocalist

 FRESHMAN MEGHNA DAS recently wrote 
an original song for the NJ Shout Down 
Drugs competition and was selected as the 
competition’s online finalist.  
 The NJ Shout Down Drugs competition 
challenges high school students to create 
original music and lyrics as prevention 
messages against substance abuse. The 
competition was created in 2005, and 
winners, chosen by a panel of  judges, receive 
music contracts worth $5,000, $3,000, and 
$2,000.  The online competition, established 
in 2010, allows the public to cast their online 
votes to choose a deserving winner. The 
county finalists are selected by judges and 
are then chosen to perform their songs at 
the Annual Statewide Prevention Concert 
held in May. So far, Meghna has the second 
highest number of  cotes in the final round 
with her song “Voices in My Head.” 
 Meghna knows that this future career 
choice involves a lot of  hard work, but 
music allows her to escape the stress in high 
school and transform her emotions into her 
creative outlet. She balances her obligations 
at school, such as homework and jazz band,  
with consistently practicing her singing every 
day. Meghna, however, isn’t new to taking 
part in shows and fundraisers similar to this 
event. She attended several shows with the 
JP Stevens a cappella and chamber choir, 
such as Worldstrides and Roxbury. Despite 
requiring a substantial time commitment, 
these competitions allow Meghna to receive 
training in classical music, in addition to 
her own original, modern songs and song-
writing.  
 “Of  course, I still get scared before a 
performance or a competition, but I just 
sing my song over and over again or talk to 
my brother to calm down," said Meghna. 
“In the end, I always remember that music is 
about the heart. If  you feel really passionate 
about it, you can succeed.”
 Not only does she enjoy singing in front 
of  an audience, but she also loves connecting 
to people through her music and singing 
about topics pertaining to love, heartbreak, 
and family—topics that are relatable to 
people of  all ages. 
 “I want to inspire people with my music. 
It is hard work, but to me, genres such as 
jazz, pop, Broadway, and artists like Ella 
Fitzgerald push me to work harder,” said 
Meghna. “Most importantly, my friends, 
family, and specifically my brother, Varun 
Das, who I look up to, support me and show 
me that hard work pays off.”
 While being supported and inspired by 
her amazing friends, family, and teachers, 
Meghna wants to study at her dream school, 
Juilliard, while majoring in performance and 
minoring in musical theatre. She hopes to 
eventually pursue a career in live singing or 
song-writing.
 She gives most of  the credit to the people 
in the school’s music department who teach 
her to learn from her mistakes, and most 
importantly, have fun. 
 “Mr. Lee is a great teacher. He helped 
me correct my errors while Mr. DeNicola 
and Mr. Zazzali, as band teachers, gave me 
a chance to gain more experience singing 
in the jazz band and competing in this 
competition,” said Meghna. “I also had help 
from, of  course, my brother, Varun Das 
and my friends Shruti Venkat and Vedanshi 
Sharma who helped me improve.” 
 Furthermore, reflecting on her experiences 
in music, Meghna stated, “The experiences I 
had in and out of  school were rewarding and 
have helped me learn and grow as a student. 
Music will always be with me. It’s like a best 
friend who is always there to get me  through 
obstacles. I know it is going to be a long way 
with a lot of  hard work in every step, but I 
know I am passionate about this dream and 
I won’t let go of  it easily.”

SOHIL MALIK

PRIYA BHATT

 MS. ALFONSO has been a teacher in the 
Edison school district for over 37 years. Born 
in North Jersey, she attended high school in 
West New York. She received a Bachelor’s 
degree in Elementary Education at William 
Paterson University, a master’s degree in 
Education at Marygrove College, and a 
Mathematics Certification at Kean University. 
Ms. Alfonso taught at an elementary school 
for a year before entering the Edison 
school district as a substitute in 1980. After 
transferring to teaching math at JP, she 
sold concessions at football and basketball 
games, and headed the Booster Club for 
seven years, which helped sports teams 

raise money for their games and jerseys.
 When asked what she loved most about 
JP, Ms. Alfonso said, “The people here are 
simply amazing and truly unforgettable. The 
staff, the administration, the students—
everyone forms a big supportive family, 
and it’s just the best thing in the world.” 
 After she retires, Ms. Alfonso wants to 
travel, particularly to see her grandchildren 
in Virginia. As parting advice to her students, 
Ms. Alfonso wants them to remember to be 
kind to one another and to their teachers,  
and to realize that JP is an outstanding 
community that she will miss very deeply.  

By AISLINN VERMA, junior

By AISHNIYA KANDULA, junior

 MS. BALDESSARI was first 
inspired to become a math teacher 
by her high school algebra teacher. 
 Math has constantly been a part of  her life, 
from her years working in business to her 34 
years in education. Ms. Baldessari attended 
Kean University and received a Master’s 
degree from Ramapo College of  New Jersey. 
Throughout her time as an educator, she has 
found that while every class and school year 
is different, one thing remains constant.  
 “You need to know the math,” she said. 
“You have to do the homework. It helps.”  
 Since the beginning of  her career, she 
has strived to help students enjoy math. Ms. 

Baldessari will miss the interactions she had 
with her students. During her retirement, 
she wants to be able to travel to new 
places and spend more time with family. 
Ms. Baldessari also looks forward to not 
having to grade papers, and to returning 
to her past interests, such as volunteering.
Other than her reminder to do 
their homework, she leaves her 
students with these words of  advice:
 “Don’t procrastinate,” she said, 
“You’re+ taking on so many things, so you 
need to make sure that you are managing 
your time and putting in your best effort.”

By ADITYA BHANGALE, freshman

 MS. MCKNIGHT has been a part of  JP 
from almost the very beginning; in addition 
to being a part of  its second graduating 
class in 1966, she has worked here as a 
security guard since 1987. She initially 
took her job at JP from the reference of  
a friend, and is glad to have done so as 
she loves working with the students at JP. 
 “My favorite part of  working at 
JP is being able to connect with the 
students,” said Ms. McKnight. “I like 
to pay attention to the kids—if  they’re 
having a bad day, I like to make them 
smile. When they feel better, I feel good.” 
 As a security guard, she helps with traffic 
in the morning, conducts security checks 

around the school, and patrols the halls, 
among other responsibilities. Over her years 
at JP, Ms. McKnight has experienced the vast 
changes JP has undergone. She’s seen major 
changes in her job, such as the introduction 
of  security cameras, radios, and more guards. 
Ms. McKnight considers her retirement 
bittersweet as she will miss the students and 
her coworkers. She looks forward to having 
time to relax and spend time with family. 
 As a final word of  advice for students, 
she quotes Thomas Edison, saying,
“Our greatest weakness lies in giving 
up. The most certain way to succeed 
is always to try just one more time.” 

PRIYA BHATT
By LEKHYA KOLLU, junior

 TO SHOWCASE A YEAR'S worth of  
learning and practice, the JP Stevens 
Orchestra program performed its 
annual spring concert on May 17. 
 Dr. Verdi, the orchestra director, has 
allowed his students to mature musically 
through their concert repertoire; this was 
reflected in the traditional melodies and 
carefully chosen composers that were 
an essential part of  the spring concert. 
 “I plan the music a year in advance,” 
said Dr. Verdi. “I want to make sure 
the students learn something and 
grow from the music I program.”
 This concert was especially meaningful to 
Dr. Verdi and the orchestra students because 
it was held in honor of  Dr. Karen Pinoci. 
Dr. Pinoci was a well-known educator, 
cellist, conductor, and musician who had 
a direct impact on the JP community. She 
was an extremely talented cellist who gave 
private lessons to many JP students in 
previous years. Additionally, she was a 
close friend and colleague of  Dr. Verdi’s. 
However, her life was tragically cut short 
when she was diagnosed with cancer and 
passed away within only four months. 
As a result, this year’s spring concert was 
dedicated to Dr. Karen Pinoci. In addition 
to this dedication, there was also a link in the 
program that urged concert goers to donate 
to the American Cancer Society in her 
name. This was an especially touching part 
of  the program, as musicians and audience 
members alike were reminded of  the life 
and influence of  Dr. Karen Pinoci, and 

the given ways in which they could further 
her legacy by helping future cancer victims.
 The first group to perform was the 
Concert Orchestra, the largest orchestra 
ensemble. They first started off  with the full, 
gorgeous sound of  the song “The Gift Aria 
for String Orchestra” by W. Hofeldt. The 
Concert Orchestra then transitioned into 
“English Folk Song Suite” by V. Williams, 
arranged by S. Bulla. This song featured 
first violin soloists junior Alan Hsu and 
senior Ethan Sinyavsky. On second violin, 
the featured soloist was sophomore Natalia 
Jamiolkowski, and the viola soloist was senior 
Himanshi Chawda. From this solo-oriented 
piece came the “Overture to Russian and 
Ludmilla” by M. Glinka, arranged by R. 
Sieving. A change from the typical orchestral 
music, the Overture introduced the student 
musicians to a new style of  European music. 
 “The unique style of  the piece I performed 
introduced me to musical styles I was not aware 
of  before,” said senior Himanshi Chawda. 
 Following the Concert Orchestra, the 
Freshman Orchestra began their concert 
repertoire with the piece “Eine Klein 
Nachtmusik” by the historically renowned 
composer, W. A. Mozart. This foray into 
staple orchestra classics introduced students 
who are new to the JP Stevens Orchestra 
program to more advanced orchestral pieces. 
Their same theme carried on to the next 
song performed by the Freshman Orchestra, 
“Canon in D” by J. Pachelbel. Very familiar 
to students and audience members alike, 
this piece allowed the freshmen to take a 
common theme that they knew and turn it 
into a more meaningful and musical work of  

art. Finally, the Freshman Orchestra finished 
their part of  the concert with “The Magical 
World of  Pixar,” arranged by R. Longfield. 
 Next followed two small ensembles, one 
of  which was “Meditation de Thais” by J. 
Massenet, which featured senior Kelly Chen 
on violin and senior Grace Wang on piano. 
This was followed by “Menuet” from Cello 
Suite No. 1 by J. S. Bach, featuring senior 
Daniel Seo on cello. As both soloists were 
seniors, this concert was an opportunity 
for Daniel and Kelly to showcase the 
musical growth they had accumulated  
throughout their years at JP Stevens. They 
were both able to end their high school 
orchestra careers by performing solos in 
front of  their peers and family members.
 These solos were followed by the 
Chamber & Camarata Orchestras 
performing “Lion City” by Soon Hee 
Newbold. This song featured a rainstick 
solo, as senior Abhishek Padmanabhan 
performed using a hollow tube filled with 
beans. The Chamber Orchestra then played 
“String Quartet No. 1 Op. 27” by E. Grieg. 
In the first movement, “Allegro,” seniors 
Kelly Chen and Daniel Seo performed solos 
on violin and cello, respectively. Additionally, 
the fourth movement, “Finale,” featured 
multiple soloists as well, such as senior 
Joheen Chakraborty on first violin, senior 
Elisha Zhao on second violin,  seniors 
Albert Ang and Sunjana Kulkarni on viola, 
and senior Prateek Khandelwal on cello. 
 All in all, the spring orchestra concert 
was a captivating event that truly 
showcased the talent, dedication, and 
achievement of  the JP Stevens orchestra.

A Musical Moment
By ERIN PARK, junior
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AVIG POINTI
Suvan Sundaresh, Ryan Huh, Leon Lu, and Sreekar Vishwanathan play as part of the Saxaphone Quartet. 

A Night to 
Remember, contd.

Musical Memories

Classes Contend, contd.

 This stress, however, is part of  the prom 
experience. More than just a single night of  
dancing and fancy clothes, the idea of  prom 
lends excitement to the very stress that 
accompanies the necessary preparations. 
Every piece of  the puzzle, from finding a date 
to choosing a tuxedo or dress to executing 
a promposal, brings the prospective prom-
goer closer to the big night. 
 “Throughout my childhood, I always 
watched movies about the amazing prom 
night, where girls wait for hours to get their 
makeup and hair done,” said senior Tina 
Luo. “When it was actually me in the seat in 
the salon, it seemed very surreal. It suddenly 
felt as if  my high school life was a movie, 
and the finale had just about arrived.”
 Soon enough, the buildup of  anticipation 
culminates in reality; before they know it, 
seniors are leaving school at 11:22 a.m., 
going to their appointments to get ready, 
taking pictures at various pre-proms, and 
finally walking through the front doors at 
Addison Park. Quite frankly, once all of  the 
preparatory buzz has been put behind them 
at 7 p.m., prom begins to boil down to its 
most basic elements: fancy clothes, mass-
cooked food, and hectic dancing. To some, 
this environment is everything they wished 
for, while for others, it is not necessarily in 
their comfort zone. Why, then, is prom so 
universally meaningful throughout the entire 
senior class, from the lively and flamboyant 
people to the less outgoing?  
 The answers inevitably vary, reflecting 
the wide range of  personalities present 
throughout the senior class. Some simply felt 
a sense of  relief  that their four years of  hard 
work were coming to a close. 
 Senior Abhishek Padmanabhan stated, 
“This one night of  eating, dancing, and 
being with my friends makes all of  the long 
nights spent studying worth the effort.” 
 Others saw the gathering of  the entire 
class as the redeeming factor. 
 “After seeing all of  these people every day 
at school, seeing them all in one place at this 
setting was really special, and it reminded 
me that it won’t be long until I’ll no longer 
be together with all of  them,” said senior 
Dhwan Wanjara. “Prom was extremely 
hyped and exciting, but I knew that there 
was definitely something bittersweet there.” 
 Like many who have had to answer the 
question “Why is prom so meaningful to 
you?”, including past prom article writers, 
I find myself  struggling to come up with 
a definitive answer. Yes, I had a lot of  fun 
at prom, and yes, I know I’m going to 
miss a lot of  these people once we all go 
our separate ways. But the idea of  prom 
in my mind is accompanied by a lingering 
sense of  superficiality; not necessarily in a 
malicious way, but in the way that it was just 
the naturally superficial nature of  the event. 
And every time I attempt to formulate an 
answer to that key question, I feel an eerily 
similar air of  superficiality surrounding my 
answers. Yet, at the end of  the day, I know 
that I genuinely did enjoy prom and that it 
was meaningful to me. Then why?
 With that, I now come to the conclusion 
that, at least for me, there is no single why. 
A single sentence, or any set of  words in 
general, fails to capture how I really feel about 
prom. It’s a complex melange of  emotions, 
ranging from hysteric euphoria to foreboding 
bittersweetness and everything in between. 
They were all present, and they all impacted 
my experience, but it was the conglomeration 
of  all of  these emotions, activities, and 
people that defined my prom experience. 
This conglomeration is something you can 
attempt to describe, but my description 
means nothing to me compared to the 
experience of  the conglomeration itself, the 
only way to truly understand it. And this 
unique conglomeration can be found in only 
one place: prom.

 TO SHOWCASE  its year of  hard work, the JP 
Stevens Band held its annual spring concert on 
May 16 in the bright lights of  the auditorium. 
 The concert opened with several small 
ensembles as the audience filed in, including 
a flute quintet, clarinet choir, and saxophone 
quintet. Mr. Zazzali then introduced the first 
major ensemble of  the night, the Symphonic 
Band, which played three pieces: “The 
Governor’s March,” “English Folk Song 
Suite,” and “Fantasy on Yankee Doodle.”  
 The Symphonic Band was followed by 
more small ensemble performances before 
transitioning to the next act: the Freshman 
Band, directed by both Mr. DeNicola and 
Mr. Zazzali. Their first two selections, “Days 
of  Glory” by John Cacavas and “Allegro 

Animato” by Frank Erickson, were both 
upbeat, energetic pieces. The next piece, 
“Balladair” also by Erickson, shifted the 
mood as Mr. Zazzali announced that it 
would be dedicated to a band member 
whose mother had recently passed away 
from cancer. The group concluded their 
set with a bang by ending with “Overture 
in B-Flat” by Caesar Giovannini.
 “Mr. Zazzali and Mr. DeNicola picked 
out very advanced pieces that are often 
considered too difficult for a Freshman 
Band,” said freshman Sreekar Vishwanathan. 
“However, we rose to the challenge and were 
able to mature as musicians from the pieces.” 
 The last group of  the night was the 
esteemed Wind Ensemble, led by Mr. 
DeNicola. Before they played, Mr. DeNicola 
recognized the accolades garnered by 

the band throughout the year. The final 
ensemble began their repertoire with the 
“Hanover Festival” by Philip Sparke. Next, 
the ensemble continued with its long-
standing tradition of  awarding a solo to 
a deserving senior member of  the band. 
This year, senior tubist Ashwin Konkimalla 
played his solo in “Suite for Tuba” by 
Don Haddad. Mr. DeNicola surprised the 
audience with a second soloist, Robert Zhu 
who played “Rhapsody for Euphonium 
and Concert Band” by James Curnow. 
 This spring concert marked the 
end of  band for many seniors.  
 “I am thankful for the experiences 
the band program has provided me,” 
said senior Nivea Mohankumar. “I not 
only learned more about music, but also 
about the importance of  perseverance.” 

The senior team poses during their opening dance at Battle of the Classes.
AARUSHI GOVIL

Terrific Tunes, contd.

competition focused on teamwork as each 
class faced various tests of  agility, strength, 
and cooperation. The “Pass the Hula Hoop” 
game involved the teams gathering in a line 
and trying to pass a hula hoop from one end 
to the other without using their hands at all. 
The juniors moved the hula hoop to the other 
end in the fastest time, winning the event. 
 The next event was “Over-Under 
Basketball,” where teams passed a basketball 
under and over each member of  the team. 
Seniors took first place in that event, 
furthering their lead over the other teams.
The next two events were unique in that 
audience members were recruited by 
each team to compete. The first of  these 
events was the classic “Tug of  War,” while 
the second was “Balloon Pop,” where 
the seniors came out on top yet again. 
 One of  the most exciting events of  
the night was a human recreation of  the 
popular board game, “Hungry Hungry 
Hippos.” In this game, a team member from 
each class laid down on a scooter holding 

a basket and acted as the Hippo, gathering 
objects from the center of  the court. 
The last event was the obstacle course, a 
long and difficult challenge where teams 
competed in a variety of  activities, such as 
shooting basketball free throws, jumping 
rope, running in a three-legged race, and 
other tasks. The senior class proved their 
superiority by winning their fifth event in a row. 
 Once the night had concluded, the judges 
tallied up all of  the points that each team had 
won that night along with the points that they 
had accumulated over the course of  the year. 
The seniors ended up on top after winning 
a majority of  the events of  the night, which 
were combined with their spirit points from 
the rest of  the school year. The juniors took 
second place, the sophomores took third, 
and the freshmen finished in fourth place. 
 “All the grueling practices, especially those 
leading up to the actual event, were worth it 
in the end,” said senior Soham Palande. “It 
was nice to spend the last few months as a 
senior celebrating with this fun competition.” 

By KELLY CHEN, senior
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that gives justice to the original.” 
 The Jazz Extravaganza showcased the 
talents of  the bands. “It feels great to not 
only win state finals for a third consecutive 
year, but also carry on the legacy of  high-
performing jazz bands from JP, especially 
with an amazing talent pool throughout 
the state,” said junior baritone saxophone 
player, Zoe Wang. “At the same time, this 
achievement shows the hours of  hard 
work that we’ve dedicated toward jazz 
since our November open rehearsals.”
 The Jazz Extravaganza closed their 
night by inviting all attending jazz 
alumni on stage to perform pieces from 
the Maynard Ferguson Library. While 
many of  these individuals have gone on 
to pursue non-musical professions, a 
handful of  individuals have since chosen 
to pursue music, showcasing their talents 
through soloistic excerpts. Ed Hirschman, 
who graduated from JPS in 1970, sent 
shockwaves throughout the auditorium 
with his rendition of  “Rocky.” Similarly, 
Justin Jones mesmerized the crowd with 
his saxophone solo improvisation. 
 Overall, the Jazz Extravaganza 
encapsulated the legacy of  music that 
thrives in JPS. Director of  Bands Andrew 
S. DeNicola honored the performances at 
the Jazz Extravaganza to his late teachers, 
Robert J. Ravipinto and Rich Radice. 
 When asked about educators’ impact 
on himself, Mr. DeNicola said, “I began 
playing trumpet in fifth grade, and 
initially Rich Radice was the teacher who 
gave lessons to me. Robert J. Ravipinto 
was a wonderful, caring man who I had 
studied privately with for years. I owe an 
incredible amount of  thanks to each of  
these valuable mentors. I hope you enjoy 
the evening’s tribute to these outstanding 
educators.”



 ON MAY 24, a group of  JP seniors 
shadowed a teacher of  their choice as a part 
of  a newly introduced Student Council-
sponsored event, JP Shadow Day. 
 The idea for Shadow Day came from 
Woodrow Wilson Middle School, which 
recently had their own successful Shadow 
Day.  The event was a part of  Student 
Council’s Kindness Campaign and was 
tied to Teacher Appreciation Week. The 
Kindness Campaign was a year-long program 
sponsored by Student Council to raise 
awareness about the importance of  kindness 
through T-shirt purchases and events such 
as Shadow Day. Student Council believed 
Shadow Day would encourage students 
to treat teachers with more kindness and 
appreciation while also allowing students to 
find out more about teachers’ jobs. 
 Many of  the students who participated 
in the event credited it as a positive learning 
experience and a way to form stronger 
relationships with their teachers.
 “JP Shadow Day allowed me to reconnect 
with a teacher right before I graduate and 
get some one-on-one advice from someone 
I trust and respect,” said senior Aarushi 
Govil, who shadowed Ms. Lumsden.
 In order to participate in this event, 
students had to fill out an application stating 
who they wanted to shadow and why they 
would like to shadow them in particular; 
because Shadow Day was a new event, 
applications were limited to seniors. Each 
teacher who participated could only be 
shadowed by one or two students for the 
day, so they had to review the applications 
and select the most eligible students. The 
eleven teachers that participated in this 
event were Ms. DeMattia, Ms. Jurgrau, Mr. 
Amodio, Mr. Martinak, Ms. Cilluffo, Mr. 
Smith, Ms. Paolello, Ms. Benedict, Mr. Baer, 
Ms. Lumsden, and Ms. Tolba. 
 “Having a previous student in my class 
again was wonderful, especially when we 
were discussing issues in history that still 

JP Shadow Day Can’t Beat the Heat, 
affect us today,” said history teacher Mr. 
Smith, who was shadowed by senior Kiara 
Warfield.
 On Shadow Day, seniors were able to 
work alongside teachers to see what goes 
on behind the scenes of  creating lessons 
for students and keeping students engaged. 
Seniors also communicated with students 
in classes, modeling the interactions 
between students and teachers. Seniors who 
shadowed Ms. Paolello, an art teacher, talked 
with other students about the art projects 
they were working on. Senior Colleen 
Salmonson greeted students as they walked 
into Ms. Paolello’s class and thought that  
engaging with other students as a teacher 
shadow was immensely rewarding. 
 “Shadow Day is always a great opportunity 
for students to see the classes from the other 
side. I know that when my children come to 
Take Your Child to Work Day, they enjoy it 
very much. This event was similar to that,” 
said Ms. Paolello.
 Seniors performed a variety of  tasks to 
help their respective teachers over the course 
of  the day. When shadowing Ms. Cilluffo, 
senior Juhi Patel first observed her teaching 
style, and in later class periods, she was 
then able to assist Ms. Cilluffo in teaching 
lessons. One lesson Juhi learned from the 
experience is how much the atmosphere 
of  the classroom changed during different 
classes.
 “Ms. DeMattia is an amazing teacher who 
takes the chance to understand her students 
and work closely with them. I loved being her 
shadow and am grateful for the experience.” 
said senior Sarah Paul.
 Shadow Day gave seniors an opportunity 
to learn, understand, and appreciate the 
effort teachers put into their job.
 “Overall, the day worked out great,” said 
student council advisor Mr. Baer in response 
to the event. “The selected students learned 
an appreciation for the teachers at JP, and the 
teachers were able to share their professions 
and passions. I look forward to growing this 
opportunity next year.”

By SNEHA BHATTACHARYA, freshman
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credit the heat with causing classroom 
conflicts over issues like who can 
sit next to the windows or the fans.  
 “Students fight to position themselves 
in front of  the fan. So the fans become a 
distraction,” said math teacher Ms. Alfonso. 
 While the effects of  the heat are most 
visible in students, it does affect teachers as 
well, sometimes more than it does students. 
This is because unlike students, teachers 
in warm classrooms do not get to move 
between hotter and cooler classrooms; if  a 
teacher is in a hot second floor classroom, 
they stay there almost all day, unlike students 
who can move between second and first floor 
classrooms. Additionally, unlike students 
who stay in a desk for most of  the day, 
teachers spend most of  their day on their feet.  
 “Teachers expel so much energy on 
students. We’re always walking around, 
constantly moving from student to student 
to help them out,” said Mrs. Kacani. 
 On the other side of  this issue is the 
problem of  improper heating in certain parts 
of  JP during the winter months. Areas like 
the art wing can get so cold that teachers will 
recommend students to bring their jackets 
to class every day during the coldest winter 
months. The current solution for the cold 
is to merely add more layers of  clothing; 
however, especially in areas like the art wing, 
the cold can still affect students work, as 
the precise tasks required by art classes, like 
cutting with X-ACTO knives, are far more 
difficult to complete with stiff, cold fingers.
 While the need for better heating and 
air conditioning definitely does exist, 
building heaters and air conditioners is 
not a simple solution. With JP being such 
an old school, installing air conditioning 
would be a major renovation program that 
would take a significant cut of  the budget.
 “The biggest problem is the budget,” 
said Ms. Pawlikowski, when asked about the 
plausibility of  air conditioning.  “If  you’re 
going to get air conditioning, you’re going 
to lose out on something else. So what 
is it that you can afford to lose out on?”

 The prioritization of  MacBooks over air 
conditioning is a controversial issue. Some 
students and teachers argue that comfort 
during the school day should come before 
non-essentials like MacBooks; many teachers’ 
main argument is that if  they are expected 
by the school to act professional, the school 
should provide working conditions like 
those one would in a typical professional 
environment. However, other teachers 
note that the huge, yearlong productivity 
boost provided by MacBooks outweighs 
any productivity slump caused by the lack 
of  air conditioning in the summer months. 
 “Technology outweighs air conditioning. 
With the 1 to 1 computer ratio, we’ve 
such seen an increase in productivity in 
students of  all levels,” said Mr. Carrillo. 
 Some teachers, as well as students, have 
proposed other solutions to the issue of  
overheating at JP. Ms. Kacani mentioned 
that in the past, the Benjamin Franklin 
Elementary School PTA bought classroom 
fans to cool down their rooms for their 
teachers and students. However, this solution 
is not plausible in JP due to safety concerns. 
 While teachers may bring their own 
small fans, large fans are a safety hazard.
As bad as the situation in JP may currently 
seem, it used to be much worse. Today,  
teachers can opt to open their windows to 
circulate air in the room. However, in the 
past, classroom windows did not have the 
screens they do now, meaning there was 
no protection against insects.  Oftentimes, 
this would lead to insects and other 
unwanted visitors entering the classroom.
 “When we didn’t have screens, when we 
opened the windows, it would be a bugfest. So 
we had to, for the most, part keep them closed 
and it was more stifling.”  said Ms. Alfonso. 
 While the situation has improved since 
then with the installation of  window 
screens, it is still far from ideal. However, 
with growing student populations and 
higher fall temperatures in recent years, air 
conditioning is becoming a more pressing 
issue that will need action in the near future. 
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 AS THE 2018 FIFA World Cup approaches 
in Russia, 32 teams are beginning to prepare 
for their matches, aspiring to bring honor to 
their nation with the championship trophy. 
Each team has spent an extensive amount 
of  time refining their skills in order to 
place their best foot forward in their 
matches, which commence on June 
14. With many of  the most renowned 
football athletes competing at the 
FIFA World Cup in Russia this year, 
the world anxiously awaits to support 
their favorite players in 
their pursuit of  victory. 
 One of  the dominant 
football stars participating this year 
is Cristiano Ronaldo, the Portuguese 
forward for the Spanish club team Real 
Madrid. In 2016, Ronaldo contributed 
to Portugal’s historic claiming of  
the Euro Cup, and he has 
elevated his status ever 
since. The four-time 
Ballon d’Or winner is 
expected to perform as 
the captain of  his team 
and lead his teammates 
to a glorious victory in 
their fourth World Cup. 
Playing alongside Ronaldo 
as the attacking midfielder 
for Real Madrid is Francisco 
Román Alarcón Suárez, 
more commonly 
known as “Isco.” 
The Spanish player has had extraordinary 
performances in his recent matches, 
scoring nine goals for the national team in 
the 2017-2018 season. Together, Isco and 
Ronaldo are constantly training to bring 
the Spanish team to its desired victory.
 Of  all the athletes coming to the FIFA 
World Cup in Moscow, Lionel Messi—
an Argentinian footballer and forward 
for FC Barcelona—has proven himself  
to be an  elite and qualified competitor. 

Throughout his professional career, Messi 
has accumulated 30 trophies, ranging from 
La Liga and UEFA Champions Leagues 
titles to Copas del Rey. However, he has 
yet to obtain a major achievement at the 
World Cup with his team; his progress here 
has been impeded by a recent 

foot injury. In what will 
probably be his final FIFA 
World Cup, Messi and his 

team are motivated to 
be victorious over 
Ecuador in their 
first match as 
they make their 
way toward 
the finals. 
 

 A n o t h e r 
incredible football 
star is Toni Kroos, 
who, despite being  only 
27 years old, has already 
acquired numerous wins in 
both club and international 
football. Previously, Kroos 
was regarded as the best 
player in the 2014 World Cup, as his 
accomplishments in the midfield allowed 
Germany to reach the finals. This year, 
the German team aspires to finish the 
tournament victoriously with one particular 
motivation in mind: to triumph against 
Russia and hopefully tie the Brazilian 
record of  five World Cup championships. 
Germany has a long journey ahead of  
them, even though none of  Germany’s 

In Play: A 2018 World Cup Review
major opponents have ever made it to 
the finals of  a World Cup. As one of  the 
most highly ranked teams in the world, a 
repeated clash with Brazil is sure to come.
 Along with many anticipated matchups 
this season, the controversial decisions of  
some players have caused a great deal of  
commotion. Specifically, Brazilian forward 
Neymar Jr., a former FC Barcelona 
football player, recently transferred to be 
a forward on the Paris Saint Germain 

team. This change has created 
immense controversy; 

football researcher 
Paulo Freitas also 

cited the Universo 
Online report, which 

alleged Neymar’s search for 
individual fame and a better 
chance at winning FIFA’s 

Ballon d’Or as his motivation to move. 
This was the most expensive Association 
Football transfer, costing 198 million 
euros. Neymar is also expected to guide 
his team in the UEFA Champions 
League in preparation for the upcoming 
FIFA World Cup. With his incredible 
record—52 goals in 80 games—audiences 
and other athletes have no doubt that his 
performance in Russia will be phenomenal. 
 The 2018 FIFA World Cup is expected to 
be unique, especially because of  the political 

By AVI SURA, junior

 AS SPORTS LEAGUES continue to 
develop and reach new markets in North 
American cities, many new expansion 
teams must usually endure years of  being 
underestimated. The reasoning is simple; 
most fans and opponents do not expect 
inexperienced franchises to be much of  
a legitimate threat—at least at the start. 
These newly created franchises are viewed 
as the toddlers and rookies of  the league; 
they need seasoning through trial and error 
before finding success in the playoffs, let 
alone the championship. But the sports 
universe may need to think twice about this 
assumption, especially after viewing the 
hockey magic that has taken form in the 
Las Vegas Golden Knights’ season this year. 
 Las Vegas has always been a concerning 
location for sports teams because of  
its capacity for betting and other forms 
of  entertainment. Ironically, that same 
entertainment value was the most alluring 
feature to bringing another hockey franchise 
to Sin City. The Golden Knights’ fanbase 
has exceeded expectations; the team has 
an average attendance of  18,042 fans per 
game, which ranks 17th among all teams. 
Still, that number is sure to rise following its 
spectacular performance in its inaugural year. 
The Golden Knights posted a spectacular 
record of  51-24-7 and solidified themselves 
as the first seed in the Western Conference.
 The majority of  scouts and executives 
accredit the Golden Knights’ stunning 
success to great management. Led by 
George McPhee, Vegas’ general manager, 

A Golden Run
By THE SPORTS EDITORS

atmosphere currently surrounding Russia. 
Recently, the Human Rights Watch has 
detailed the repression and discrimination 
that currently floods Russia. To combat 
this, the government of  Russia has made 
efforts against racism through multiple 
advancements in anti-racism monitoring 

during matches. The Russians have 
also taken extensive action to avoid 
fan violence and terrorist attacks, 
especially as Russia’s controversial 
presidential elections are fast 

approaching. This year’s World Cup 
location in Russia marks unknown 

territory for FIFA; as 
Sepp Blatter, president 
of  FIFA, explained, 
“We go to new lands. 

Never has the World Cup been hosted 
in Russia and Eastern Europe.” With 

that, the Russian team and government 
have prepared a multitude of  resources 

to ensure that this internal 
political uneasiness does not 
interfere with the proceedings 
of  this year’s tournament. 
 Although teams from Italy 
and the United States failed 
to qualify for the matches 
this year, FIFA is expecting 
to bring in 5 billion dollars in 
total sales. More than 1 billion 

viewers tuned into the 2014 
championship game, and this 

year’s World Cup is expected 
to surpass expectations of  
years before. Underdog 

countries will continue to strive toward 
new heights while powerhouse countries 
will fight to maintain their throne. Fans 
internationally have awaited the events set 
to begin in mid-June as each team wraps 
up its preparations before arriving to 
compete in Russia. Players will be sure to 
rise to the occasion in this historic event, 
and audiences from every corner of  the 
world will be excited to witness what is 
projected to be the best World Cup yet.

the club immediately formed a dynamic 
roster of  players that had only played in 
relative obscurity before. At first glance, the 
only notable name on the roster is Marc-
Andre Fleury, their star goaltender who has 
been a stalwart between the posts. Fleury, 
who was an integral piece in past Pittsburgh 
Penguins teams, was thought to have 
surpassed the years of  his prime after his 
play recently declined. When the Penguins 
opted to start a younger goaltender, Fleury 
found a new opportunity with the Knights. 
In the midst of  posting some of  the best 
statistics of  his career this year, he has 
also provided a steady veteran presence in 
the locker room, allowing other players to 
step into the spotlight. Centers Jonathan 
Marchessault and William Karlsson both 
tallied over 75 goals each in the regular 
season, well over their previous career highs. 
 As the postseason comes to a conclusion, 
the Golden Knights find themselves on 
the brink of  immaculate history. Before 
facing off  against the Washington Capitals  
in a thrilling Stanley Cup matchup, the 
team defeated the Los Angeles Kings, San 
Jose Sharks, and Winnipeg Jets—all in less 
than seven games. While Fleury has been 
impressive all year, he has taken his game to 
a much higher level during the postseason, 
and the rest of  the team has enjoyed its 
remarkable playoff  experience. “We talked 
about [touching the trophy] beforehand as 
a team. We went against the odds all year,” 
said Marchessault. The Las Vegas Golden 
Knights, unfazed by earlier low expectations, 
have reached the peak of  professional 
hockey in a way that none other has before. 

his hopes for the league to expand globally; 
although the association has yet to comprise 
teams outside of  the United States and 
Canada, other professional basketball 
leagues, such as the Euroleague, have 
garnered large amounts of  fans. Many players 
in these leagues have transitioned into the 
NBA, including current stars like Kristaps 
Porzingis and Pau Gasol. With scouts 
realizing the budding potential of  rising stars 
in foreign leagues, more attention than ever 
is being directed to drafting these players.
 Similarly, the MLB has solidified the role 
of  American sports in numerous foreign 
countries. National teams that represented 
a pool of  countries, including Japan, the 
Dominican Republic, and Mexico, gathered 
to compete in the quadrennial World 
Baseball Classic tournament. As the MLB 
works towards an international league, 
there are already clear signs of  baseball’s 
influence abroad. At the start of  the 2016-
17 season, 28.2% of  the entire league’s 
roster was foreign born, the majority 
of  those being born in the Dominican 
Republic. As more efforts are being made 
to reinforce the sport in different locations, 
the global expansion of  baseball will surely 
continue to excite fans across the world.
 As the roots of  American sports continue 
to solidify in various countries, more 
opportunities for growth, excitement, and 
passion are arising. There is a thrilling future 
for American sports in foreign regions filled 
with new experiences and possibilities. 
With new teams, new leagues, and new 
locations being considered, American sports 
continue to reach people across the world.

By BRANDON CHOI, sophomore

Going Global
 CITIES ACROSS AMERICA are constantly 
bustling with the excitement and festivities 
of  major sporting events. American 
sports leagues like the National Basketball 
Association (NBA) and Major League 
Baseball (MLB) have unified millions of  fans 
around the world, across various cultures 
and nationalities. These leagues have 
discovered a growing voice on a global scale, 
and the spread of  their impact has gained a 
brighter spotlight in recent years. Through 
foreign exhibition games, international 
outreach initiatives, and a steady influx of  
star players from abroad, there is no doubt 
that American sports are leaving a dynamic 
impression on sports cultures overseas. 
 The NBA has dramatically broadened 
its reach over the past years through the 
growing success of  its initiative called the 
NBA Global Games. In select matchups, 
competing teams are flown to various cities 
across the world in the hopes of  connecting 
with fans from other countries. Teams 
have competed in cities such as London, 
Mexico City, and Beijing, amongst many 
others. During last year’s offseason, Golden 
State Warriors guards Klay Thompson 
and Stephen Curry acted as ambassadors 
for the NBA while visiting numerous 
cities in Asia, using their platforms to 
extend their name brands overseas.
 In addition to providing entertainment 
for fans, the sport of  basketball has spread 
its cultural influence with the hope of  
instilling a passion for the American sport. 
NBA commissioner Adam Silver expressed 



 AS THE ATHLETES of  the class of  2018 prepare to graduate, 
they will leave behind a legacy marked by leadership, 
dedication, and passion. Through every practice, game, and 
season, their discipline and focus have molded them into 
well-rounded athletes. Their dedicated work ethic inspires 
those around them to give nothing less than their best. These 
athletes have served as role models not only at JP, but for the 
entire community around them.
 As they continue on to carry these values throughout their 
college careers, many of  their accomplishments at JP will 
motivate future athletes to strive towards greatness. These 
precedents that they have set will be molded into JP history, 
as underclassmen will prepare to step into their footsteps.

Senior 
Profiles

By ANSH GUPTA, JEFFREY HSU, 
sophomores, 

AKSHAY KHANNA, JIGISHA 
MAVANI, ROHAN SHAH, juniors

BEING A three-sport athlete at JP Stevens is a highly-esteemed 
honor; Frank DiSerio has held this prestigious label for all 
four years of  his high school career. By his junior year, he 
accomplished his goal of  making varsity in all three sports. As 
a three-position athlete in football, he assisted the team in their 
season while playing fullback, linebacker, and wide receiver. He 

applied the same versatility in basketball as he played center 
and power forward. In his junior year, he played varsity 

baseball in all outfield positions. At the end of  each 
season, Frank was awarded with the Captain’s Award 

for each sport, showing his tremendous value and 
leadership. On top of  this, he was also awarded the 
Coaches Award for football and the Hustle Award 

for basketball and baseball. Frank has been inspired 
by NFL player Antonio Brown’s words, “There’s always 

gonna be growth, improvement, adversity: you just gotta 
take it all, and do what’s right, continue to grow.” Inspired 

by his parents, Frank has learned to work hard and play hard, 
recognizing that “if  you work through adversity, hard work is 
rewarded.” Frank is attending Villanova University’s School of  
Business this upcoming fall, where he plans to continue playing 
club sports alongside his stellar academic record.

EVEN BEFORE his storied career at JP Stevens, Darshan Patel 
played club soccer year-round at the NJ Force Soccer Academy, 
a sport which he had spent the past 15 years of  his life playing. 
Entering JP, Darshan played on JV for his first two years of  
high school. Despite not making it to varsity, he continued 
to persevere, practicing in the offseason and working hard to 
accomplish his goal of  making varsity. Even though he was 
forced to pause his goals when he tore his ACL, he finally reached 
his dream during the summer of  junior year, when he made the 
varsity soccer team. Playing as an attacking midfielder and striker, 
he had 28 goals and nine assists total during his two seasons on 

varsity. Inspired by legendary soccer player Pelé’s 
words—“Success is no accident, it is hard 
work”—Darshan has spent countless hours in 
the gym and on the soccer field practicing. His 

hard work finally paid off  when he was awarded 
with an All Red-Division award, an All-GMC 

Conference award, and a GMC Athlete of  
the Week. His drive to “always work hard, be 
the first one on the field, and be the last one 
off ” has motivated other team members 

to strive for the same goals. Darshan will 
be attending Rutgers this upcoming fall. 

SENIOR CAPTAINS Divya Talesra and Ishani 
Kulkarni led the Lady Hawks tennis team to an 

outstanding 20-4 record this past year. Divya, a three-
year varsity member who was first inspired by her dad, began 

playing tennis at the age of  seven, while Ishani fell in love with the 
sport at the age of  10. Divya and Ishani learned a lot throughout high 

school and ended their last season with personal records. They believe 
that their experience helped them immensely in many matches throughout 
senior year; for instance, they were able to come back and lead their team 
to victory in the annual September Smash Tournament by a score of  6-4. 
To date, some of  their key achievements include winning the GMCs at 
first doubles for two consecutive years, reaching the round-of-16 at the 
Individual NJ Doubles Tournament, and receiving the distinction of  being 
2nd Team All-State in Group IV. Divya credits their success to maintaining 
a positive attitude and a strong work ethic, believing that a “strong, positive 
attitude can help you win in a losing situation, while a weak attitude can make 
you lose despite having been in a winning situation.” Ishani also focused 
on teamwork and remaining calm in the midst of  intense competition 
with her partner, especially since “playing doubles relies on the chemistry 
and communication of  partners.” Although Divya and Ishani are not 
playing competitive tennis in college, they both look forward to playing 
club tennis at Cornell University and Princeton University, respectively. 

SINCE STARTING basketball at an early age, Tyrese 
Conover has shown that he belongs with the best. 

Tyrese first fell in love with basketball when he was 11, 
and by participating in multiple basketball camps, Tyrese 
has discovered that hard work pays off. His hard work 
has prepared him for success at JP Stevens, and as the 
starting varsity point guard, Tyrese smoothly runs the 
team’s offense. Tyrese’s ability to motivate his teammates 
has earned himself  the well-deserved title of  captain. This 
year, his leadership has played an essential role in the team’s 
qualification for states and victory at the City of  Light 
tournament. Individually, he averaged 14 points, 4.1 assists, 
and 2.1 steals per game as a senior, en route to winning 
a myriad of  awards, including Most Valuable Player and 
College Playing Potential. Coach Garcia, who coached 
Tyrese this year, said that “heart, passion, and pride” are 
evident in his play. Tyrese has consistently brought energy 
and motivation to the team, leading them to victories 
over rivals Edison High and New Brunswick. Continuing 
his future at the College of  St. Elizabeth, Tyrese plans 
to further extend his basketball career and education. 



SINCE DISCOVERING her talent for running in elementary school, 
Angela Cao’s dedication to the sport has only grown. She has 
now participated in seven years of  cross country and six years 
of  track, dating all the way back to middle school. Angela has 
now set herself  to be one of  the best runners in the state, as 
she is a seven-time Most Valuable Runner, a four-season captain, 
and a 19-time GMC placer. She is also a 2017 Cross Country 
Red Division Champion and a two-time GMC Champion. As the 
school record holder in the distance medley relay and the 4x800 
relay, she is determined to continue improving herself  as well 
as the team. With a personal record of  2:17.65 in the 800m and 
5:04.13 in the 1600m, Angela has come a long way from her early 
cross country days. Rain or shine, Angela consistently pushes 
through whatever obstacles she comes across, recognizing that “it 
doesn’t take talent to work.” With accolades such as being a six-
time All-County athlete and a four-time All Red-Division athlete, 
she has solidified her legacy as one of  the greatest runners who 
has ever walked through the halls of  JP Stevens. Angela will be 
running at Emory University this coming fall where she will focus 
on mid-distance events such as the 800m and 1600m in track.

CHRISTINA RUSK has proven that she is a well-
rounded athlete by exhibiting her skill and leadership 

in three varsity sports. Throughout her career, she has 
received a myriad of  awards in soccer, basketball, and 

lacrosse. One such award, the 2017 Hawk Award, is one that 
Christina holds near to her heart. By organizing a charity game 
for the lacrosse team, she raised over $2,500 in order to support 
the local family of  a girl with Down Syndrome. Christina was 
additionally honored at the National Girls and Women in Sports 
Day for the exceptional leadership she displayed across all sports. 
Throughout her tenure as a three-season varsity athlete, Christina 
learned “a multitude of  team dynamics and how everyone learns a 
little differently.” In other words, she understands that everybody 
brings different skills to the sport, and that everybody takes a 
different amount of  time to learn something but “everyone will 
eventually learn.” Drawing inspiration from her role model Julie 
Johnston and firmly believing that it’s about how hard you work and 
to keep going, Christina has set multiple goals for herself  on and 
off  the field. Christina has taken on the role of  an adaptive physical 
education assistant and strives to maintain an A average throughout 
her senior year. Beyond her successful career as a high school athlete, 
Christina plans to continue her soccer career at Kean University.

ASHLEY LOMBARDI, a four-year varsity star 
softball player, began her softball career at the 

age of  6, playing for the Junior North Edison Baseball 
and Softball League. Following her older sisters’ footsteps, 

she quickly became adept in softball and started to travel all 
over the country to play by the age of  12. Ashley has been very 
successful in high school softball as well, reaching 100 career 
hits and leading JP to a 20-6 record and a semifinal finish in 
the GMC tournament. Ashley attributes her success to her 
strong work ethic and determination to improve. She strives 
to continue her development and recognizes that “having a 
positive and coachable mindset is important and allows me 
to excel at what I do.” Ashley also works to maintain spirit 
with a balance between high-intensity work and enjoyable 
practices. In addition to the intense mental workload, she 
has learned to embrace the challenge of  keeping a rigorous 
schedule. Ashley will continue playing softball at Adelphi 
University, where she is eager to put in the work. Her 
transition from high school to college will include “6AM lifts, 

strength and conditioning, and four-hour practices, 
but I would not want to be doing anything else!”

KNOWN THROUGHOUT the school for his spirit on the 
volleyball court, Eric Li’s passion is what sets him apart 
from his competitors. His success can be traced back to the 
countless hours Eric spent analyzing his older brother play 
competitively at JP and his father play recreational volleyball 
at his Chinese school. The heavy influence of  volleyball in his 
daily life increased Eric’s fascination with the sport. However, 
he recognized his true potential while playing for the Atlantic 
Valley Volleyball Club and later Warren Sixpack, where he 
led his team to place in national tournaments. Throughout 
his four years on varsity he has received numerous awards, 
including the Home News Tribune Player of  the Year and 
a First Team All-State selection. Eric’s role as an outside 
hitter was an integral part of  their run to making both GMC 
and Central Jersey state sectional finals. He considers his 
volleyball journey at JP to be priceless, as he explains, “I am 
really proud to be part of  a historic season my junior year, and 
I definitely consider all those big games to be a major aspect 
in my development as a leader.” Eric’s volleyball journey at 
JP has ended, but his volleyball career is only beginning to 
take shape. He looks forward to playing Division I volleyball 
at Harvard University and furthering his success in college.

PERSISTENCE AND continued growth have defined 
Shayshadri “Shay” Mallick’s exceptional journey in 

swimming, cross country, and track. This mindset is what 
led Shay to run an exceptional personal best of  16:59 for his 
freshman cross country 5K, securing his spot as one of  the best 
in the county. He went on to defy all odds his sophomore year 
with a time of  16:38—allowing him and his team to qualify for 
states. Shay also managed to carry his success into the pool, 
where his presence helped lead the team to states both his junior 
and senior year. Shay’s role as a boys swimming captain certainly 
has not withheld him from being a team player, as he has won 
silver medals in the 4x100 free relay and the 4x50 individual 
medley relay. His track achievements are just as remarkable, with 
personal records of  4:41 in the 1600m and 2:05 in the 800m. Shay 
cherishes the memories that he has made throughout his high 
school journey, and he aspires to continue to strive for success 
in college. As he looks forward to attending the University of  
Pittsburgh this fall, Shay says he “will miss the wild bus rides 
and the competitive environment, but [I will] always push myself  

to the limit, despite the challenges that come across.”

SARAH ZIMMER is a varsity athlete for soccer, serving 
as the team’s starting goalkeeper and captain during the 

2017 season. As a four-year varsity soccer athlete, she has grown 
immensely from her goalkeeper days in middle school. By her 
sophomore year, Sarah was seen contributing a notable 173 
saves, to the team’s efforts. This year, she added 200 saves to 
her astonishing career total of  532 saves, setting a new school 
record. She also made the All-Red Division and the Division 
All-Star team for Middlesex County and was recognized by the 
New Jersey Girls Soccer Coaches Institution. Throughout her 
career, she has come to understand that “playing soccer with 
your feet is one thing, but playing soccer with your heart is 
another,” en route to winning the Best Defensive Player Award 
in 2017. She is also a two-year varsity lacrosse athlete, playing 
goalie and midfield. As an integral part of  the team, she helped 
the lacrosse team end with amazing seasons and developed a 
strong chemistry with the other players on the team. In addition 
to excelling on the field, Sarah volunteers and helps with special 
needs children and has been a Girl Scout since kindergarten. 
Sarah is attending Indiana University Bloomington this 

upcoming fall and is planning on playing club soccer.




