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BOE Action

By SNEHA BHATTACHARYA, sophomore
ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 15, the Edison
Board of Education held a public
action meeting at Edison High School.
After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance
and hearing an opening statement from
the Board President, Jerry Shi, the meeting
began. Richard Brescher, a board member,
addressed the topics of discussion at the
last Transportation Committee meeting on
September 27. The committee discussed
the busing subscription policy and noted
that the current cost of the necessary
routes exceeds the fee of $500 per student.
“The board will have to recommend an
increase in subscription busing fees for the
2019-2020 school year,” said Mr. Brescher.
The use of Versatrans Transportation
Routing Software, which aids in planning
bus routes to maximize efficiency, was also
considered by the Board of Education.
Next, the subjects of the Finance and
Facilities Committee, which took place on
October 11, 2018, were introduced at the
meeting. The $100,000 Wellness Allocation,
which is being provided by the district’s
healthcare provider, Cigna, was discussed at
See BOE, page 10
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Actors and stage crew rehearse a scene from their fall play, A Midsummer Night’s Dream.

Thespians in Theatre
By VARENYA MUTNURI, freshman
PREPARATIONS FOR THE JP STEVENS’ fall
production of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer
Night’s Dream have begun with the hard work
and dedication of the theater company. The
show will be performed from November
14 to November 17 in the auditorium for
students, parents, and teachers to watch.
A Midsummer Night’s Dream is a
Shakespearean comedy that tells the tale
of Egeus, who gives his daughter Hermia

the choice of wedding Demetrius in an
arranged marriage or worshipping the
goddess Artemis as a nun in lifelong chastity.
Opposing her father’s wishes, Hermia
loves Lysander, and the two make plans
to escape by running through a forest.
Helena, a friend of Hermia who loves
Demetrius, follows him on a comedic and
entertaining chase for Hermia and Lysander.
The passion and participation of the
cast and crew are vital for the successful
execution of the play. As the show comes

Triumphant Tailgate

A High Class
Home Show
By ABHISHEK TARUVAI, senior

…freshmen go
to the college fair.

See YKYG, page 7
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SPORTS

“Another Major League
Baseball regular season
is in the books, and the
Boston Red Sox are the
talk of the baseball world.”
See FENWAY, page 14

closer, lines need to be rehearsed, backstage
cues have to be practiced, and the actors
have to become comfortable with their
parts. Senior Allie Kashan sends out
rehearsal dates and information to actors,
sets memorization due dates for the script,
and keeps the cast organized. Costume head
senior Nicole Cavacloglou assists a hired
costume designer and helps cast members
to make quick costume changes between
scenes during shows. The prop team
researchers come up with prop ideas that
See THESPIANS, page 12
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An Art Club volunteer paints green and gold designs on a Tailgate attendee.
By NAVLEEN KAUR, sophomore
ON SEPTEMBER 28, students gathered
behind JP Stevens to attend the Tailgate
and support the football team in its
game against Plainfield High School.
Booming music and food provided by the
newly-opened Pizza Brothers of Edison and
Chartwells welcomed students. For a ticket
price of $5, attendees were provided with food,
activities, and admission to the football game.

“The goal of JPS Tailgate is to develop a
community feeling and to get together and
enjoy time bonding with other students
and teachers,” said Ms. Pawlikowski.
Activities at Tailgate included recreational
volleyball games in the tennis courts
and face painting provided by student
volunteers from the Art Club. There were
also bean bag games, with equipment built
by students taking the woodshop elective.
See TAILGATE, page 13

ON OCTOBER 7, eight bands from Central
New Jersey competed against each other
for various awards and captions during
the 31st annual JP Stevens Home Show.
“It was so great to see other bands
come to our school and perform. The
smiles on their faces after hearing the
applause for their performances made
all of the extensive planning worth it,”
said senior Drum Major Erin Park.
Prior to the competition, the Home
Show started with a performance of “The
Star-Spangled Banner” by the JP Saxophone
Quintet, which includes seniors Abhishek
Taruvai, Zoe Wang, Adithya Arun, and
Himanshu Patankar, and junior Jada Kang.
While the competing bands individually
prepared for their shows, the members
of the JP Marching Hawks and the band
program were running the show behind
the scenes. By distributing food, tallying
scores, escorting bands, and selling tickets,
the student volunteers made sure that
the event ran smoothly. A large portion
of the help also came from the Band
See HOMESHOW, page 11
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An Economic Road to Recovery
By SHRAVANI PAMIREDDY, senior
THE AMERICAN ECONOMY has long been
a subject of debate. When the economy
is performing poorly, there is argument
over who is responsible for the problem.
And when the economy is doing well—
like it is now—there is argument over who
deserves credit. It has been ten years since
the devastating economic recession of
2008, and the economy finally appears to
have regained its full strength. According
to Mohamed El-Erian, chief advisor for
the European financial services company
Allianz SE, the US economy is “in a good
place in terms of growth … in terms of
attracting capital.” While many people are
quick to credit President Obama for the
strong economy, most hesitate to give credit
to President Donald Trump, presumably due
to his polarizing persona. However, in the
second and third quarter of 2017, America’s
economic growth was finally able to exceed
three percent: a clear indication of the
success of Trump’s economic policies. The
economic policies of Trump have positively
impacted the economy by instating a plan that
allows for economic growth and provides
thousands of jobs to desperate Americans.
Just one year ago, many economists were
expressing fears that the economy may be
slowing down and entering a recessionary
period again. Despite managing to recover
from the 2008 recession during the Obama

administration, the American economy was
unable to maintain the growth rate that
it had before the recession. In fact, it was
more than one percentage point off of the
post-World War II average, according to
Wharton magazine. However, in the second
and third quarter of 2017, the economic
growth was finally able to exceed three
percent—a clear indication that Trump’s
economic policies are working. Even the
Federal Reserve is in agreement with Trump
about the rapid growth of the economy, as
Trump was able to change the course of the
American economy from steadily declining
to rapidly growing so quickly that experts
are referring to the current economy as
one of the strongest surges in recent years.
Referred to as “Reaganomics 2.0,”
Trump’s economic agenda includes the goals
of cutting taxes and decreasing regulation
for businesses to promote growth through
the business or corporate sector: a strategy
known as supply-side economics. He has
successfully cut taxes for both corporations
and citizens, and his new incentives appear to
be working. The income tax cuts encourage
people to invest and spend more in the
American economy, which in turn leads to
further economic growth. The increased
amount of spending would benefit local
businesses, benefitting the US economy as
a whole. Furthermore, the current gross
domestic product (GDP) of the United
States is $19.5 trillion—a considerable

increase from the era before Trump was
elected. This rise in GDP indicates that there
was an increase in the total value of goods
and services provided in the United State—a
result of businesses taking advantage of
Trump’s economic policies. Companies
are more likely to conduct business in a
country that does not implement high
taxes; in fact, according to USA Today, even
Apple has restored over 22,000 jobs to the
United States, and it intends on spending
over $30 billion on American capital.
The increase in GDP is not the only
indication that the economic policies of
President Trump have led to an improved
economy. Job growth is also a major
indication of a healthy economy, and ever
since Trump’s economic policies were
implemented, the national unemployment
rate has reached record lows. According
to the Department of Labor, the
unemployment rate reached 3.7 percent in
September 2018, the lowest level since 1969.
Many of those who lost their jobs during
the 2008 recession are now employed
again. This is the crowning achievement
of the Trump economic policy; it was his
plan that spurred businesses into providing
more jobs for Americans and contributed
to the dramatic fall in unemployment rate.
President Trump may not be a universally
loved figure, but it is obviously true that his
economic policies have had a significant
impact on helping the economy grow.

provided welfare support for the millions
of Americans who had lost their jobs and
entire savings accounts during the recession
by providing subsidies for healthcare, social
service, and education. Obama also helped
the faltering automobile industry by bailing
out Chrysler and General Motors. According
to the Congressional Budget Office, Obama’s
commitments to the automobile industry
created 2.63 million jobs and helped avoid
$105 billion worth of transfer payments. To
address a growing wealth inequality
gap, Obama increased taxes for the
top 10% of Americans and
lowered taxes for middle

point ever, rising above $61,000 for the first
time in American history, as announced
by the Census Bureau. This ultimately led
to a half point decline in poverty rates,
signaling that positive change and economic
growth were on their way back to America.
The intangible factors of Obama’s
economy mainly include his increase
in renewable resource output and job
growth. Obama, a huge champion of the
environmentalist cause, intertwined the
economy and clean energy with the help of
the ARRA. The bill’s incentives, such as
tax credit for wind and solar powered
energy, encouraged many
businesses to
make the switch
from
fossil
fuels to clean energy,
which helped drive
down the prices of
energy for American
consumers. More
importantly,
President Obama’s
policies were the more
sensible choice for
e nv i r o n m e n t a l
sustainability
and the future of our planet in the long run.
In addition, although many critics attack
the Obama administration for increasing
the federal deficit, the deficit had been
rising at an exponential level even before
he took office; in fact, the deficit has not
decreased since the administration of
President Bill Clinton. While Republicans
often advocate for fiscal conservatism, the
federal deficit has only grown under the
Trump administration, and it is expected
to rise in the future to an astonishing
$1 trillion per year, as cited by the CBO.
The economy is a platform that everyone
in the nation is bound to by one measure or
another, and considering all the misleading
rhetoric spewed by politicians regarding the
economy, we, the people, must take it into
our hands to think for ourselves. We must
not take statements at a face value. Instead,
we must continue to challenge them, just as
Barack Obama did regarding the distorted
claims about President Trump’s “economy.”

Owed to Obama
By ARYAN KHONDE, junior
THE QUESTION OF WHO can take credit for
a country’s booming economy has puzzled
economists and politicians alike, leading to
fierce debate on what constitutes credit for
economic growth. This debate has been
recently invigorated by remarks from former
President Barack Obama during a speech at
the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign
in which Obama stated, “When you hear how
great the economy is doing right now, let’s
just remember when this recovery started.”
President Trump, a known critic of
Obama’s economic policy, responded by
essentially claiming that this thriving
policy is the product of his
administration’s efforts.
When
economists
analyze the economic
achievements of
a
president,
they typically wait until
about ten years have
passed before they
can accurately judge
the president’s impact.
After all, economic
achievements must be
contextualized
within
the span of history to
be properly understood.
However, a superficial
analysis of the economy under the Obama
administration and the current one under
Trump can answer many questions that
can help settle this current disagreement
between the past and present leaders of
our country. When considering all the
important factors that must be discussed
when making a case for each leader—the
overall state of the inherited economy, the
“classical” economic indicators, and other
intangibles—Obama’s claim to the booming
economy is much more logical than Trump’s.
Obama assumed an economy that was
in shambles after the 2008 Recession
and the 2009 Housing Bubble Crash. In
response, Obama ingeniously drafted one
of the largest economic stimulus packages in
American history: The American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). This plan

and lower class Americans,
which slowed the growth
of purchasing power by the
upper class relative to the
lower class by 1.2%, according
to the Congressional Budget Office (CBO).
This number might seem inconsequential,
but it is huge compared to the recessioninflicted exponential rise in wealth inequality.
“Classical” economic indicators that are
usually used to judge a president, such as
poverty and unemployment rates, do not
accurately portray the truth about the Obama
economy. These statistics do not hold any
regard for dire circumstances such as those
following the 2008 recession. Nonetheless,
Obama’s traditional economic indicators are
still acceptable, as he had created a net of 11.6
million jobs, and his unemployment rates
dropped below historical norms—a feat that
is especially impressive considering the 2008
recession. Furthermore, the median income
of American households reached its highest
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Standing Against “Stand Your Ground”
By SIYA SCINDIA, junior
“STAND YOUR GROUND.” Traditionally,
this phrase has a positive connotation. When
you tell someone to stand their ground, you
tell them to fight for what they believe in—
to refuse to back down, to own their ideas,
and to be confident in their power to make a
change, specifically in the face of opposition.
Recently, however, the phrase “stand your
ground” has come to mean something
entirely different, especially in criminal law.
In July 2018, a Florida man named
Michael Drejka fatally shot and killed a
28-year-old black man named Markeis
McGlockton after arguing over a parking
space with McGlockton’s girlfriend. Drejka
was released on bond after claiming that
he “feared for his life” when McGlockton
tackled him for harassing his girlfriend.
Drejka claimed that he had followed the law
by protecting himself using all methods he
felt were necessary and that the shooting
was not racially motivated. Prosecutors,
however, released reports stating that Drejka
had a history of threatening people at
gunpoint, suggesting he may have not shot
McGlockton out of fear, but instead because
the man in question was black. Regardless,
Drejka managed to evade the consequences
of his fatal actions and did not face charges.
How did a Drejka essentially obtain
a “get-out-of-jail-free” card? He was
protected by the “Stand Your Ground”
laws in his home state of Florida. These
laws allow people to respond to a potential
threat with physical force and without fear
of criminal prosecution. In the absence of
these laws, the person responding to the
threat would be required to retreat at first

and only fight back if the threat persisted.
But since when did the phrase “standing
your ground” encourage violence, or excuse
assault and even murder, all without valid
reason? Unfortunately, in recent years, it
has to come to mean all of this. “Stand Your
Ground” laws, though put in place with
good intention, have backfired, condoning
unnecessary violence and demonstrating
clear injustices in self-defense legislation.
One of the primary concerns with this
series of laws regards the situation of the
attack itself—the assailant is not required
to retreat before responding to a threat.
In other words, he or she might see a
potential “threat” and act on it without
appropriate justification or any fair warning
to the victim. According to a 2005 Tampa
Bay Times study on more than 200 cases
regarding Florida’s “Stand Your Ground”
laws, the assailant could have retreated or
avoided confrontation in 79 percent of the
cases. In 68 percent of the cases, the victim
was unarmed. These astounding numbers
show that people are using the “Stand
Your Ground” laws to justify unnecessarily
violent and criminal behaviors. In fact,
a 2012 National Bureau of Economic
Research study showed that Florida-type
laws were correlated with a 6.8 percent
increase in homicide. Thus, these laws may
slowly give birth to a new epidemic of gun
violence, murder, and assault cases, giving
people the impression that they can excuse
violent behavior and escape prosecution.
Furthermore, in a “Stand Your Ground”
case, there is a largely disproportionate
amount of power in the hands of the
assailant, allowing any person to claim that
they felt “threatened”. Assailants can use

this reason to excuse violence or criminal
behavior on their part, as prosecuting
them then becomes even more difficult.
Shockingly, this is more unjust than it
sounds, as the majority of the “self-defense”
claimers are repeat offenders. According to
the aforementioned Tampa Bay Times study,
about 60 percent of those who made selfdefense claims after killing someone had
been arrested at least once before, a third had
a history of involvement in violent crimes,
and another third had illegally carried guns in
the past or threatened people with a weapon.
It is safe to say that many of the offenders
claiming acts of self-defense have not one
but multiple “get-out-of-jail-free” cards:
a key fault of our criminal justice system.
Not only do “Stand Your Ground”
laws excuse violent behavior, but they
also encourage racially motivated violent
behavior. A person’s racial biases may cause
them to lash out against others, justifying
their behavior using these laws. Stereotypes
can also cause some people to misinterpret
a certain group’s behavior as threatening
or violent when it could be innocent in
reality. For example, in 2012, an unarmed
black 17-year-old named Trayvon Martin
was shot and killed in Florida. Trayvon
Martin was talking on the phone with his
girlfriend at the time, and his girlfriend
overheard him asking his murderer, George
Zimmerman, why he was following him.
This was followed by the sound of a
skirmish, and the phone connection died.
The tape of the call was investigated, and it
was found that Zimmerman had used racial
slurs against Martin before he shot him. A
petition to arrest Zimmerman gained more
than 1.3 million supporters; nonetheless,

enter their own DNA profiles or genealogical
data to try to find familial matches with
other users. Using a DNA sample found at a
crime scene, police narrowed down the pool
of possible suspects to several families and
eventually arrested suspectJoseph DeAngelo.
Paul Holes, an investigator for the case,
admitted that the
“investigation
lasted over 40
years;
however,
with this

The information in genealogical databases is
publicly available and police in several states
are often authorized to use this information.
The police do not have to breach a website’s
privacy policies by creating a private account
to search for this information; in reality,
any person who wants to can search up
information on anyone
with services such
as WhitePages
that are on
the Internet.
Thus,
the
police
should
be
allowed
to browse
through
publicly
available
infor mation
on DNA, just as an
employer can view the
social media of their employees.
Especially in cases with no
tangible leads, the use of genealogy
websites could alter the outcome
of certain criminal investigations.
DNA samples alone provide a weak
legal case, but the use of the
genealogy websites
can provide much
more
conclusive
background information
on the suspect. With this valuable
information, prosecutors can bolster and
solidify a prosecution case by helping connect
the identity of the suspect with the identity
of the person who committed the crime.
Morally speaking, if one were to be
connected to a serious crime, such as
murder, rape, or kidnapping, it would be
imperative for law enforcement to use any

Detectives’ New Advantage
By SANJANA BHANUSHALI, senior
POLICE DEPARTMENTS across the country
have implemented significant technological
improvements to identify criminals within
the last few decades. Additionally, forensics
experts have pushed for a more effective
way to preserve and analyze evidence at
crime scenes. More recently, investigators
have begun to use a form of technology
that is already available to the public
to find criminals: genealogy websites.
In the past, genealogy websites, such as
Ancestry.com and 23andme, have grown
as databases where customers can upload
their genetic information to find relatives
and important medical information. But the
rise of police usage of public and available
information to find criminals who were
not arrested for decades has been coupled
with strong opposition. There are some
people who are apprehensive about how
easily accessible these websites that contain
private information are to law enforcement.
However, due to the facts that these uses are
perfectly within the limits of legal constraints
and that genealogy websites can lessen the
time span of a usually long investigation by
allowing investigators to find suspects faster,
authorities should be permitted to utilize
DNA databases in their investigations.
Through the rise of these genealogy
websites, authorities have been able to solve
a large number of cases, the most recent of
which was the Golden State Killer. In April,
California authorities announced that had
they solved the cold case of the Golden
State Killer, who had been linked to at least
100 burglaries, 50 rape incidents, and a
dozen murders in the cities of Sacramento
and Los Angeles. Law enforcement used a
genealogy website, GEDMatch, to compare
DNA from crime scenes to the DNA of
millions of Americans. Similar to Ancestry.
com, GEDMatch is a site where people can

course of DNA testing and matching,
it took [them] only four months to get to the
right pool of people.” The case of the Golden
State Killer proves that using genealogy
websites can largely reduce the amount of
time necessary to solve every investigation.

George Zimmerman invoked the “Stand
Your Ground” defense, claiming that he
had killed Martin out of self-defense; he
was eventually acquitted of all charges.
Since then, “Stand Your Ground” laws have
been criticized by many for being racially
biased and for allowing Zimmerman to
get away with a verbal and physical attack
on an unarmed and defenseless minor.
The most concerning aspect regarding
“Stand Your Ground” laws is the
inconsistency of the law across the country.
Currently, there is no federal “Stand Your
Ground” law. Additionally, many states have
adopted the law through judicial precedent,
not actual legislation, making it difficult to
confirm exactly how many states employ
the law. To make matters worse, America
is divided on these laws; according to a
poll by Quinnipiac University, 53 percent
of Americans support these laws, while
40 percent oppose them. This stalemate
in support for “Stand Your Ground”
laws makes it difficult to revoke or amend
these laws to hold assailants accountable.
With an epidemic of gun violence
plaguing our nation, it is important to
enforce stricter legislation and consequences
in our criminal justice system. “Stand Your
Ground” laws are doing the opposite.
Allowing people to get away with serious
crimes like murder through simple claims of
“self-defense,” without condemning these
criminals in any way, is unjust and encourages
an endless cycle of even more violence. We
need to start holding people accountable
for their actions. Removing “Stand Your
Ground” laws is the only way to ensure that
violence in the United States does not spiral
out of control and that justice is served.

tools necessary to apprehend the criminal.
Isn’t it important for one to know if they
are related to a serious criminal? Moreover,
wouldn’t one be more inclined to aid a
police investigation if their close relative is
a suspect? As citizens, it is our duty to aid
the legal investigation of crimes, and one
of the most effective ways to accomplish
this is through the use of DNA. Once
users put their genetic information on the
database, it becomes public knowledge.
Why should police officers be barred from
simply utilizing free and public information?
Law enforcement officials are not in the
least bit interested in the number of cousins
a person has or the origin of one’s greatgrandmother. Instead, they are interested
in identifying serious criminals, such as
rapists and serial killers. Information that
is irrelevant will most likely not play a key
role in the investigation; however, law
enforcement should be able to use genealogy
websites to help track down these criminals.
Law enforcement should be allowed to
continue to use this resource to discover
criminals, as this could be pertinent in
helping to solve crimes at a much faster rate.
Despite the usefulness of DNA databases
in tracking and punishing criminals and in
conducting more efficient investigations that
would serve justice to victims more quickly,
some people still argue that this genetic
information should not be available even
to authorities as it represents a breach upon
their personal privacy. However, if people are
truly insecure about their DNA information
being available, there is always the option of
simply not uploading it to a public database,
which millions of people have access to.
And let’s face it: in today’s age of social
media, complete Internet privacy is already
a thing of the past. In the end, the benefit
of locating dangerous criminals significantly
outweighs the drawback of potentially
breaching someone’s Internet privacy.
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Coal’s Toll
By SRIYA SADANGI, junior
WHETHER IT IS the way he looks, the
manner in which he talks, or the way he
conducts himself at important events,
President Donald Trump turns heads—
and not in a positive way. Americans
are finding more wrong with him now
than they did when he was simply
a businessman or a talk show host.
Trump has brought national attention
to one of society’s largest concerns: the
environment. Global warming and coal’s
contribution to higher global temperatures
have only worsened, and they continue to
pose a threat to future generations. The
Environmental Protection Agency, or the
EPA, has proposed new coal production
rules that President Trump believes
will end what he has deemed the “War
on Coal.” According to the EPA, this
so-called Affordable Clean Energy
Rule would set guidelines on the
greenhouse gas emissions of coal-fired
power plants and “empower states to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and
provide modern, reliable, and affordable
energy for all Americans.” While Trump
is more concerned about jobs in the coal
industry, the rest of the world is more
aware of the dangers of ignoring global
warming. The Affordable Clean Energy
Rule should not be implemented,
because it will only increase the
amount of air pollution, make coal more
costly, and heighten the number of
coal-related deaths in the United States.
One of the biggest problems in our
society is our continuous battle with

global warming and pollution. Burning
coal has already caused many problems for
our community; however, none of these
compare to its largest consequence: the death
toll. According to The New York Times, the
Trump administration’s analysis of its own
proposal found that “the new rules could
also lead to as many as 1,400 premature
deaths annually by
2030 from an
increase
in the

extremely fine particulate matter that is
linked to heart and lung disease.” Not
only is the Trump administration openly

Timely Tech
By SHRUTHI RAJARAMAN, junior
OVER THE YEARS, scientists and other
experts have formulated numerous
predictions about the future. Artists,
innovators, and thinkers have brainstormed
possible portrayals of what the world might
look like thirty or forty years from now.
Hoverboards for transportation, classroom
robots for teachers, memory chips for
brains—already, the distant future feels
overwhelming, and it has not even arrived yet.
However, as we shift our attention to
focus on upcoming modern technological
innovations, we have also realized that the
“distant” future might not be as distant
as it appears to be. Current technological
innovations from holograms to smartwatches
seem to already be ahead of their time, and
we must prepare ourselves for even more
groundbreaking discoveries in the future.
Even with an increasing number of
benefits, technology still faces strong
opposition as a solution to many of the
world’s devastating problems. Opponents
of technology argue that it has become
more centered around machine intelligence
than human intelligence, and has gradually
transformed humans into robots. Several
people repeatedly assert that technology,
namely artificial intelligence (AI), can
easily malfunction, especially at times when
we least expect it. How are we to be sure
that technology will consistently perform
a strenuous task while keeping quality in
consideration? What stops technology from
unexpectedly malfunctioning and blindly
performing tasks and even unexpectedly
malfunctioning? What consequences will
these malfunctions have if we become
overly dependent on technology? These are
concerns that are consistently brought up by
people who fear that the power of technology
is gaining limitless control over our world,
and might even lead to its destruction.
Though these concerns are valid, the

capability of technology to move our world
forward definitely outweighs the possible
failures that technology could entail.
In fact, the possibility of technological
malfunction is outweighed by the advantages
of technology in the making of the future.
For instance, technology has become
increasingly effective due to its convenience
and accessibility. Moreover, technological
innovations have made it possible for
education to be available to those who need
it most. As a primary role in our lives that we
can all relate to, education is an aspect of life
that is beginning to experience an unforeseen
increase in its accessibility to those who are
in need of it the most. The lack of quality
education in disadvantaged areas all over the
world is a major contributor to the increase
in international poverty rates. Children in
impoverished cities and villages typically
end up receiving little to no education
at all. These children have no system to
structure their education, few teachers
to provide guidance and supplement the
learning process on an everyday basis, and
few buildings to accommodate students.
However, as a result of the many feats of
technology, the international problems
encircling education can now be removed.
Technology—specifically AI, which
emulates human intelligence in machines—
has made it possible to bring an educational
experience to poverty-stricken areas of
the world that imitate that of a traditional
classroom. Until now, many children from
poor families had developed an increased
reliance on websites such as Khan Academy to
provide them with at least a basic educational
experience. But learning from websites does
not provide the same academic experience
as learning face-to-face from a teacher.
Luckily, AI has made it possible to enhance
the learning experience of those who are
unable to learn from teachers by producing
“teacher machines” that are able to assess
their students’ understanding of a certain

confessing the serious faults in their own
plan, but they are also admitting that their
plan would increase the number of coalrelated deaths, proving that these rules have
a much greater potential for harm than good.
But an increase in the number of deaths
is not the only issue that would emerge from
the introduction

of these
r ules.
The
Affordable
Clean Energy
Rule will also
cost our country much more than it is
worth. The actual mining process, which
requires the transportation of truckloads
of coal and hefty salaries to workers for

their efforts, will add up to increase the
price of production. With these new coal
production rules, more workers would
be needed and thus more wages would
be spent on harvesting coal. According
to The Atlantic, “the cost of preparation
and shipment will more than double the
internalized cost of the coal.” Since the
price of coal is already at record highs, the
price of shipping and transporting
coal would prove detrimental
to the American economy.
Furthermore, the EPA’s newly
introduced guidelines regarding coal
production will drastically increase
air pollution. The Washington Post
claims that the Trump administration
“proposed relaxing pollution standards
for power plants nationwide, a move that
could slow the decline of United States
carbon emissions.” This move would harm
the environment, as their current regulations
reduce the amount of pollutants entering
our atmosphere. If Trump relaxes these
standards, our health will be damaged
by an increasing amount of air pollution
due to power plant carbon emissions.
But even with all of this evidence,
proponents of the new coal production
rules believe that these rules will increase
employment
opportunities.
However,
these proponents are turning a blind eye
to the fact that the Affordable Clean
Energy Rule will damage the economy,
pollute the air and environment, and
give rise to a plethora of preventable
deaths. With such potential impacts, it
does not seem likely that the new coal
regulations will be approved any time soon.

concept. In fact, Overcoming Illiteracy,
a recent project hosted by International
Business Machines (IBM), seeks to utilize AI
to decode certain complex works of writing
in order to make them more understandable
for its students. By putting continuous
efforts into finding ways to extend the
reach of education through the use of
technological advancements, experts have
moved a step closer to educating the world.
Even after considering the fact that
technology increases the accessibility of
education, some continue to voice their
opposition. These people contend that
increasing accessibility of education does
not offset the unreliability of technology.
The failure of technology to complete an
assigned task still might appear, to these
people, to overpower the benefits that
technology poses. However, technology is a
source of hope for the future in a completely
different light as well: AI’s potential to surpass
inherent human abilities and precision
allows for an unlimited amount of potential.
By our very nature, humans are limited in
the way that we can progress in our lives. In
other words, we, as humans, do not have the
potential to change abilities that we possess
by birth, nor do we have the capability to
make possible the impossible; some abilities
are just out of reach because of the natural
limitation on the things we can accomplish.
Unlike humans, machines can be
consistently tweaked, rebuilt, and improved.
Experts work day and night, attempting to
figure out how to make machines perform
jobs that almost seem impossible: work that
people could only sit down and dream of. In
the case of a failure to achieve the intended
goal, technology has the ability to be refined
and improved even further, possibly reducing
the likelihood of widely-feared malfunctions.
The unlimited potential of AI forms a
strong bond between technology and realworld problems. As mentioned before, AI
possesses an endless amount of potential,

since it can imitate human intelligence but
also overcome the limitations that humans
are bound to. For example, one way that AI
can benefit our society is through addressing
the problem of world hunger, which has
directly correlated with poverty and famine
for decades. By analyzing trends in crop
growth with climate data, AI has made it
possible to optimize the growth of certain
crops—something that humans have never
been able to reliably accomplish. With
this information, farmers can produce a
greater amount of crops with a limited
amount of resources to help feed our world.
Additionally, AI has developed the
ability to shorten the amount of time it
takes to perform extremely strenuous
and time-consuming tasks: another ability
that has not been possible because of
the restrictions of human potential.
Upon seeing the effectiveness of these
technological advancements in the face
of devastating world issues such as world
hunger, associations such as the World
Bank and the United Nations have teamed
up with highly-established companies,
including Microsoft, Google, and Amazon,
using artificial intelligence to find solutions
to these problems. This collaboration has
served as a key stepping stone towards a
promising future, in which our world can
thrive with the help of artificial intelligence.
It is hard to deny the fact that the positive
impacts of technology, as well as the dangers
it may pose, are a package deal. However, in
the grand scheme of things, the progress
that technology promotes for the future
definitely outweighs the disadvantages.
Technology appears to be pointing us in
the right direction, introducing paths of
endless opportunities for innovation and
change. At the end of the day, there is one
thing that can be agreed upon about the
role of technology: regardless of what the
world will look like thirty years from now,
technology is a crucial part in improving it.
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You Know You Go to JPS When…
…freshmen go to the college fair.
…you still don’t know where the B-wing
staircase leads to.
…no matter the weather, you use the
courtyards to avoid the crowded mess in
the hallways.
…the only person who wishes you Happy
Birthday is the morning announcer…
…and they completely butcher your name.
…your teachers keep the windows open on
a 40° day because they “like the fresh air.”
…every freshman thinks they have
senioritis.
…vaguely swaying your limbs to the tune
of Just Dance songs is considered a fitness
day.
…the library is 99.9% full of people
printing out an assignment due next
period…
…and the remaining 0.1% is working on
the puzzle in the middle of the floor…
…but you never know who mysteriously
completes them.
…there’s no reliable way of blocking
certain websites, so they block everything.
…the marching band gets varsity jackets.
…you can hear Mr. Smith singing in the
hallways.
…you’ve gotta be you!
…people eat their breakfasts during
lunch…
…because they can’t eat it during class.
…you sometimes write your essays in EB
Garamond instead of Times New Roman,
and your teachers never notice.
…the biggest gossip is who’s applying to
what college.
…you feel like a better name for AP Gov
would be AP Field Trip.
…the closest thing you’ll get to a party
is when your gym teacher plays Cardi B
during badminton.
…you take AP Euro just for Mr. P.
…someone (usually, the same someone)
is always asking for a MacBook charger in
class.
…teachers tell you not to tell your friends
about the test because they can see the class
average go up every period.
…your no-homework weekends aren’t
really no-homework weekends, but that
doesn’t stop teachers from letting you know
how it messes with their lesson plans.

…teachers really do check your ID when
you try to sit outside during lunch.
…people actually want to take a textbook
home rather than use the online version.
…there are more teachers controlling traffic
in hallways than crossing guards controlling
traffic,
…the only thing any choir kid will talk to
you about is cheesecake.
…your lunch is three Gertrude Hawk
chocolate bars.
…the most hated test is the Pacer test.
…you’re really excited to get a new email…
…until you realize it’s a statistics survey.
…you can fail a physics test and still pass…
…but your entire GPA depends on you
bringing clothes to gym.
…the senior lot becomes a party-zone the
morning of PSATs.
…the whiteboards are really more of a
faded blue.
…you start going to Dr. Shallop for medical
advice.
…your chemistry teacher sits down to look
at PSAT memes with you.
…the only reason the underclassmen win
the pep rally chant is that they don’t know
how to ditch yet.
…the event with the greatest turnout is
Garba.
…there are more trophies in the band room
than kids in the program.
…people are more worried about physics
resubmits than the quiz itself.
…going to the bathroom and not using
soap is completely normal.
…you rejoice at the sight of waffle fries.
…people don’t sit outside during lunch
beecause of the bees.
…you can’t find any regular fat snacks in
the vending machines.
…you have to vote for farm grants every
day in homeroom.
…cheesecake and citrus just don’t appeal to
you anymore.
…you have an F in a class…
…but at least it spells out “FAB” in
Genesis.
…you fling your backpack into the nearest
bathroom before going to homeroom to
make it on time.
…half of the senior class is missing at the
pep rally and nobody notices.

…you try to make eye contact with anyone
driving with a yellow parking tag on the
road.
…people play with their calculators more
than their phones.
…when your AP Lit teacher mentioned the
Genesis reading, you thought that she was
talking about grades.
…the sport with the most trophies is
Odyssey of the Mind.
…prom is during AP week.
…the number of absent seniors
coincidentally increases the closer you get
to college application deadlines.
…the scariest part of the year is finding
out how many fines you need to pay for
MacBook damages.
…you give your friend $1 to buy you snacks
using their account during lunch because
you owe Chartwells $8.75.
…you lost your badminton game because
of that wire that hangs across the ceiling.
over the courts in the freshman gym section
…more than half of the school will
graduate without ever attending a school
dance.
…Mondays aren’t that bad because
of the music they play after morning
announcements.
…you pray for 32° temperature so you
don’t have to go outside for gym.
…you see Mr. P’s AP Euro syllabus and
finally understand why the school is always
out of paper.
…the stench of sweat doesn’t bother you
anymore.
…there are more people in the
cafeteria doing work than eating.
…you ask a student to pronounce their
name and they say “it doesn’t matter...”
…you are one block away from JP in the
morning and it takes you 20 minutes to get
to a parking space.
…the cars in the student lot are
more expensive than the cars in the
teacher lot.
…every senior is a
president or founder
of some club or
another.
…half of the
students look like they are sponsored by
Dunkin’ Donuts.

…every other person you know is in at least
two honor societies.
…there are only two distinct temperatures
in classrooms: hot or cold.
…you can barely breathe in the locker
rooms.
…your most visited website is Genesis.
…your MacBook gives you 10 minutes
before it reboots.
…college applications are the main topic of
conversations among sophomores.
…you chalk up the lack of air conditioning
to budget cuts, then look around and realize
we all have MacBooks.
…people fight over outlets to charge their
MacBooks.
…people are doing their homework at a
pep rally.
…more people are absent the day before
the SAT than on Senior Skip Day.
…you’re really excited that Hawkeye brought
YKYGs back!

A Reality TV Problem
By SAMHITHA SAIBA, senior
IF AMERICA’S OBSESSION with comedic
masterpieces tells us anything, it’s that
nothing comforts the pathetic American
heart more than snickering over the lives
of slightly more pathetic Americans. After
all, watching people struggle to navigate
through their everyday lives helps us
forget that we are doing the very same
thing, except without the pre-recorded
laugh tracks and funky theme music.
As much as we try to distract ourselves
from this reality, Forrest Gump was right.
Life is like a box of chocolates—and
most of us are severely allergic. And TV
shows and movies won’t do anything
to change this lack of direction; they
simply soften our suffering and provide
us with hunky celebrities and unhealthy
eating habits to fill the gaping holes in
our heart where genuine responsibility
and limitless ambition once used to reside.
But while it may be somewhat depressing
to realize that your life is worse than
an allergic reaction, I believe it remains
pointless to actively stress over it. Rhetorical
question time: if you’ve got the box of
chocolates, why constantly worry about
how they taste? In other words—why
constantly worry about living a good life?

There are plenty of ways to approach
this fun little brain teaser (professional
acupuncture and crying are some of the
most popular methods), but one comforting
answer I always fall back on is a quiet reflection
I had when first experiencing the cinematic
gem that is The SpongeBob SquarePants
Movie sometime in the mid to late 2000’s.
As an awkward, prepubescent ten-yearold, I was completely entranced by the
magic that played out on the old standard
definition TV. Filled with action, suspense,
and humor, this movie has always been one
of my favorites. The film had everything
that I admired in a cinematic masterpiece—
several musical numbers, great comedy, and
a slightly uncomfortable hint of political
commentary aimed at the cynical adults in
the audience; regardless, I was dorking out
over every moment of it. It wasn’t until the
conclusion of the movie, however, that I
came to understand the film’s real message.
For those of you who missed out on this
unforgettable peak in cinematic history, let
me provide a quick synopsis. The SpongeBob
SquarePants Movie follows the heroics (in
other words, a pair of friends goofing
around for one and a half hours) of best
friends SpongeBob and Patrick as they
journey the seven seas searching for lost
royal jewels, a way home, and a purpose in

their pathetic lives. As the movie progresses,
they fail miserably at nearly every obstacle
they come across. They interpret basic
cartographic directions incorrectly, are
forced out of town by the most benevolent
biker gang in existence, and watch their only
hopes of getting home (a bag of air with
magical properties) fly sadly into the burning
sun. Crossing monster-filled trenches,
fighting dehydration (in the sea, of all
places), and managing to defeat everything
except their own ignorance, SpongeBob
and Patrick laid out a performance on
screen that was hilariously Oscar-worthy.
After a long, miserable hour of watching
two friends fail at every obstacle that comes
into their path, the plot (and their lives)
are both saved by an innovative technique
unexplored by modern filmmakers—a
shirtless David Hasselhoff with chest hair
that ten-year-old me was not ready for.
Just as these sweet buffoons are on the
verge of fading out of existence, David
Hasselhoff appears on scene, running down
the beach, flaunting his beautiful physique
every second of the way. Within minutes
this benevolent figure is offering his body
to SpongeBob and Patrick as a speedboat to
return to the bottom of the sea—to return
home. Thanks to Hasselhoff ’s heroics, the
movie was able to end on a happy note.

It was at this point that I realized The
SpongeBob SquarePants Movie wasn’t simply a
tale of democracy, sin, and heart-wrenching
underdog heroism. The movie was about
more than that—mainly, it was about the key
to the true meaning of happiness in life. The
SpongeBob SquarePants Movie revealed to
me that there is no 100% guaranteed key
to happiness or success; rather, there are
millions of randomly determined paths to
happiness, some of which may depend on
talking sponges and starfish, or your virtual
connections to old-timey movie stars. In
accordance to the movie’s plot, after all,
sometimes all it takes to achieve a happy
ending for you and your best friend is simply
David Hasselhoff running slow-mo down
the beach in all of his majesties. And honestly,
what more can any of us ask out of life?
Drowning ourselves in meaningless
television and film to distract ourselves from
real problems has always been the punchline
when it comes to Americans—but in my
opinion, it’s nothing to be embarrassed
about. David Hasselhoff or not, something
interesting and life-changing is bound to
happen to you eventually. After all, no matter
what happens, you’ll always have SpongeBob
to make you smile. So just sit back, glue that
crusty remote back to your hand, and press
play. In other words: chill out, my dude.

The Tales of a ShopRite Cashier
By NATHANIEL MUMAU, senior
WHEN I STARTED working at ShopRite, they put me through computer training. Eight hours of it. I sat in a chair of a dimly lit back office by myself and watched
instructional videos like “Food Stamps: A History,”answering accompanying questions such as, “What are food stamps? A) a form of welfare, or B) edible postage.” To say
this was a slog is like saying it would be a little irritating if the Earth’s gravity magically increased a millionfold and pulled the moon down, eradicating life as we know it.
I went downstairs to the customer service desk to tell my manager I had finished the training, and she stared at me kind of funny and said, “You’re still here?” Apparently,
ShopRite doesn’t actually expect new employees to finish eight hours worth of training in one sitting—especially not a minor like me, because legally I can only work four
hours. After I agreed not to press charges, my manager told me that since I had already finished my computer training, I would start at a real, live register the very next day.
The problem is, a third of a day’s worth of grocery store theory education does not really prepare you for standing in front of a real, live register. This became alarmingly
evident when, by minute nine, I was still trying to figure out how to unlock the cash drawer. Not to mention the cashier touch screens! Whoever ShopRite hired to design these
touch screens must have been a little too infatuated with labyrinths, because maneuvering through their dozens of menu screens and hundreds of buttons is like tripping on
stairs. I’ve been told that there’s a way to reprint receipts in case the printer gets jammed, but as far as I know, not even the Scooby-Doo gang could find the “Reprint Receipt”
button.
Dealing with the people in retail is another behemoth, as customers are just not that bright, coherent, or capable of understanding complex concepts (e.g. tax will make the
final price go up a little bit). A man forgot his ShopRite membership card once, so he attempted to punch in his membership number in my register. Five times. Finally, he
asked me if he could use my card, and I said no because none of the cashiers just carry around random ShopRite membership cards. He muttered a string of curses, claiming
his card was “perfectly fine” and that it was the register’s fault. I then watched him walk over to a different register and once again input the same incorrect membership
number fifteen more times.
A different man was buying a few jugs of iced tea. He said he didn’t want them bagged, so I told him I had to put “paid” stickers on each jug. He said, “No, I don’t want
the stickers.” I said, “Sir, if you don’t want the ice tea bagged, I have to put ‘paid’ stickers on each jug.” This man looked me dead in the eyes and said, “I refuse.” At this point
I was pretty sure he was going to start swinging at me if I attempted to put the stickers on the jugs, but I wasn’t getting paid by the hour to act like a wuss, so I very slowly
placed the stickers on his ice teas, remaining alert for any sudden fists coming my way.
Some customers are laid back though; in fact, almost too laid back, especially when they’re handling merchandise. The first time someone dropped a jar of tomato sauce
right next to my shoes, painting them a lovely, lumpy, muted red, I was mildly miffed, as it wasn’t anything a few paper towels couldn’t fix. By the fourth time, however, I
started wondering who had organized this saucy conspiracy against my Jordans.
Being too relaxed is a problem when it comes to coupons too, as people like to drop a novel’s worth of savings in front of me, expecting me to do all the heavy lifting in
regards to figuring out what coupons actually apply to their order. It gets especially frustrating when a person, filled with frugal confidence, hands you a coupon for a 12-pack
of water when they have actually bought a 24-pack, and you have to explain to them that 12 is not equal to 24. For some reason, they need to spend seven minutes rereading
the coupon and carefully considering this calculation as if I am purposely misinforming them and making them miss out on the chance to save 50 cents on Poland Spring.
My favorite common interaction of all is when a person is buying some weird, exotic fruit or vegetable. Usually, there are stickers on the produce telling you what it is, but
occasionally the sticker is missing, and you have to ask the customer what it is they bought. Usually, people know exactly what they put in their cart and decided to purchase
with their hard-earned American dollars. Some people, however, simply shrug and say, “I don’t know,” and we stare at each other in silence until I sigh and just select the
“Apple” option on my screen.
So what’s the moral of the story? Win the lottery, or trip over your grandma and collect the inheritance—anything, anything, is better than retail. And as I learned from my
eight hours of training, thank you for shopping with us, and have a great day.

JPS Done Rite
WHETHER IT’S DANCING, working, or taking classes, students at JP Stevens have an endless number of ways to broaden their horizons. However, for many students, it
can take an overwhelming amount of time and effort to grow as a person. Luckily for you, our writers have prepared a guide of easier ways to attain personal growth. With
minimal effort, you can improve your life by turning everything school and life has to offer into a valuable experience. By dancing through hallways, solving one by one Rubix
cubes, and scanning produce at ShopRite, you can finally sleep comfortably—your life is about to become a lot easier.

Centerfold Art by Cynthia Chen

21st Century Life Skills
By NAMI JAIN, sophomore
WHETHER WE LIKE it or not, taking a 21st Century Life Skill class is necessary to graduate. But the question is, do these “life skills” actually help us in life? I mean, who needs
tax-filing courses anyway? To keep up with these changing times, JP has finally fulfilled our requests to offer more useful, innovative classes. Listed below are some alternative
21st Century Life Skill courses to consider when picking your elective next year!
Hypnosis is a strange, yet extremely essential skill that will surely guarantee you success. Imagine the possibilities! No longer will you have to work hard to get that promotion,
go through a long debate to win a court case, or even get to work on time. Simply unleash your inner hypnotist and every task forced upon you will disappear. Too lazy to
hypnotize your boss? Well, now you can hypnotize someone else to do it for you! It’s simple: just whip out your nifty pendulum (any antique grandfather clock will do the trick)
and start swinging! You’re getting sleepy now…really sleepy…and when you wake up…you’ll think that you’re a hypnotist!
Forget those other pastimes like Yahtzee, solitaire, and cup stacking—today, it’s all about Rubix cubes! What better way to prove that you’re a genius than by learning how to
solve a Rubix Cube? Of course, it’ll be quite a challenge, and, unfortunately, not everyone is guaranteed to survive. You must be warned, this course quickly progresses; the first
lesson on the syllabus is “How to Solve a 1-by-1 Cube.” It’ll be difficult, but with determination, you’ll master it in no time. Don’t forget to add this skill to your résumé, and
bring a spare cube to impress everyone in the room at the interview!
Here comes a big one: How To Be Cool 101. Don’t be fooled, this really is a class on becoming cooler. Are you fearful of being mocked for your “uncool” clothing choices—
namely, those five hoodies and three pairs of sweatpants you cycle throughout the week? Well, fear no longer! This class teaches you all the ins and outs of becoming cool. The
methods used will literally freeze you! In fact, Chapter One in the assigned textbook is “How to Install an Air Conditioning Unit.” By the end of the year, you’ll be an actual ice
cube—now everyone will be jealous of you in June!
We’ve all wanted to hack into Genesis to change our grades at some point, or maybe to swap out that hideous school picture for a Snapchat selfie. Whatever the case, hacking
has proved to be a skill in extremely high demand. You would think the Computer Science courses cover hacking, but I can assure you (from first-hand experience) that they
do not even mention the topic. With this new class, you can focus directly on the art of hacking in all its forms—whether they are computer hacks or life hacks. You heard that
right—the course also teaches you how to hack the real world, like how to charge your phone with a potato. Upon graduation, you’ll be able to hack beyond your wildest dreams.
So, go charge your phone with a potato, change your grades and school picture on Genesis—or even go nuts and redirect the school website to your Instagram profile. You have
the power to do anything you want!
However, don’t forget about the most important class you will take at JP: the class on sounding smart. Whizzing through English? Then take it a step further, and explore
how to create a symbol out of everything! Not only will this help you write stunning, intelligent essays, it will also impress others. This course will also teach you all those little
questions that everyone wants to ask, but no one knows the answer to. What is the difference between WiFi and the Internet? Why do hot dogs come in packages of ten while
hot dog buns come in packages of just eight? How do you pronounce the word “gif ”?
Evidently, these skills are crucial for the real world. Who else is going to properly teach you valuable life lessons and knowledge that you’ll need for the rest of your life?
Certainly not any classes that you’re taking now! Thankfully, JP Stevens is here to prepare you for all the ups and downs of the real world by teaching these unique and critical
abilities to fulfill that 21st Century Life Skill requirement. Keep an eye out for some new Visual Performing Arts classes coming next year, including Puppet Show Directing and
One-Man-Band Performing!

Dance 101
By TESSA TRINIDAD, senior
FROM FRESHMAN SOCIAL to Senior Prom, we all look forward to school dances during our time at JP. Dress up, show up, grab some snacks, and spend the next few hours
boppin’ up and down to a Top 40 Pop playlist! Some of your friends will have some poppin’ dance moves, but if you’re one of the many who can only manage enthusiastic
head-nodding and hopping in place, this article is for you. Here is a guide to the most basic, limited-coordination-required dance moves you didn’t even know you had in you:
moves you’ve already picked up while navigating the average school day!
If you haven’t heard the Cupid Shuffle get played at least twice on every dance floor, you’re probably attending dances at the Senior Center. Luckily, the steps are listed in the
song, but if you need a little visual aid, let’s set the scene: you’re heading from band or choir and you need to make it to the B-wing in the next five minutes. As sweater weather
descends, so do the swarms of couples clinging to each other in the hallways—just pretend you’ve gotta shuffle around them. Take it to the right, take it to the left, and you’re
now Cupid Shuffling into greatness and Spanish class!
Where did you come from? Where did you go? Where did you come from, Cotton-Eye Joe? We may never know the truth behind the tragic past of Cotton-Eye Joe, but we
can learn to honor his name by dancing the best we can. It’s one of those dances that we learned between the ages of seven and ten that no one can ever remember now as a
sixteen-year-old. Cotton-Eye Joe may even revolutionize the gym scene by introducing a new way to get down during fitness days or stretch out during warm-ups. Flail your
limbs around as you line dance down the gym to your role spot and belt out those lyrics in an off-tune karaoke!
Let’s take it back to the eighties with the school-dance classic, the Running Man. Can’t coordinate those limbs on the dance floor? No worries. Pretend that you just bought
two Snapples at lunch (because one simply isn’t enough) and you’re carrying them to your table but disaster hits! You have a piece of gum stuck to the bottom of your shoe and
it just won’t come off! Instead of awkwardly scraping your foot on the ground, do the Running Man. As you bust a move, you’ll also be ridding your shoes of any unwanted
gum. Not only are you cleaning yourself, but you’re also running, man!
Just before the Running Man hit its stride in the eighties, the Sprinkler was the go-to party move of the disco seventies. With bell-bottoms and eye-burning sequins, why did
we ever move on from such an era of style? Alright, put up one hand behind your head, and wave your other hand out to the side with a straight arm. Wave it back and forth
like you’re in class and you want your hand up so that your teacher doesn’t complain about a lack of class participation, but not so high up that they’ll actually call on you. Put a
rhythm on it like the sprinkler system in your yard, and that’s another dance move to add to your repertoire.
This wouldn’t be a complete School Dance 101 article if I didn’t mention the Cha Cha Slide. You already know how it goes—in fact, for some of us out there who are born
with two left feet, this easy dance is the only dance we know how to do without embarrassing ourselves. However, if you want to add some spice to your Cha Cha life, you can
use this dance move to help get yourself to homeroom on time! Quickly slide yourself to the left and right to dodge traffic in the hallways, and hop over obstacles of books and
freshmen that stand in your way. Pretty soon, even your homeroom teacher will take notice when you’re skillfully Cha Cha Slidin’ right into your seat at 7:39 a.m.
Now that you’ve got a couple of dance moves in your selection, you won’t have to head-bop your way through another dance. On top of that, you don’t even have to go out
of your way to hone these skills. Every day at JP will be a practice session!
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Welcoming Our New Faculty and Administration
MS. CATALFAMO is the new teacher for
JP’s newest class, TV Production. She
chose to pursue teaching as a career after
her experiences as a substitute teacher at
JP; through this role, she found that she
loved to interact with students and felt like
education was where she was meant to be.
Ms. Catalfamo, along with Ms.
Pawlikowski and Dr. Shallop, initially came
up with the idea of creating a film program
in school after she advised JPS Studios, a film
club, for the last three years. As a teacher,

she loves to see her students’ excitement
when she assigns projects because her
students can explore their creativity
and apply themselves in unique ways.
While she admits that she is not used to the
new responsibilities she has as a teacher—
such as lesson planning—she says that the
long hours of planning are worth it when
she sees her students’ reactions the next
day. In her free time, Ms. Catalfamo loves
hiking, biking, and just being outdoors.

MS. CROWLEY is one of JP’s newest
English teachers. She graduated from
Towson University with a bachelor’s degree
in English, specializing in communications
and media, and received a master’s degree in
Secondary English at Monmouth University.
Before going into education, Ms. Crowley
worked in New York for a variety of media
companies, including CBS News and the
Jim Henson Company. Following this, Ms.
Crowley chose to follow her passion and
become an English teacher. She taught at

Woodrow Wilson Middle School for 14 years,
during which she ran the Knowledge Masters
club and the Running is Our Therapy club.
At JP, Ms. Crowley looks forward to
working with freshmen, and she hopes
she can inspire them to grow into kind,
compassionate, and considerate adults.
Outside of school, Ms. Crowley enjoys
running charity races and reading. One
of her favorite books, which she looks
forward to teaching, is The Book Thief.

MR. DORCENT is a new science teacher
who teaches chemistry and biology. He
earned a bachelor’s in biology at Seton Hall
University and a master’s in teaching at
William Paterson University. Mr. Dorcent
had a natural talent for math and tutored
his peers. Because he felt that he was a good
teacher and had a real interest in biology
and chemistry, Mr. Dorcent decided to
pursue a career as a teacher in both subjects.
Mr. Dorcent loves JP Stevens and feels
that it is a great community. He feels the JP

science department is amazing and that there
are many opportunities to work with others.
Outside of school, he is a huge sports fan. He
loves Peyton Manning and roots for Brazil
in international soccer. Mr. Dorcent looks
forward to helping his students succeed.
“A great educational background has
led me to a good career,” Mr. Dorcent
said. “I am very fortunate to be at JP,
where I am able to have a comfortable and
rewarding experience teaching my students.”

MS. FONTE is one of the new security
guards at JP and has worked in the
security field for ten years. She attended
Middlesex County College for her degree in
criminology, also known as police sciences.
Currently, she is studying to become a
CPT, or a Certified Professional Trainer.
Ms. Fonte tells us that the best part of
her job is the relationships she has made
through the years with co-workers. She
learned a lot about her capacity to connect
with others, and has become successful

in

MS. GABRA is the new long-term
substitute for Mr. George. As a long-term
substitute, Ms. Gabra knows that she faces
unique opportunities as well as challenges.
“Some positives of being a long-term
substitute are gaining teaching experience
and learning how to work as a team with
the history department. But the challenge is
leaving my students before the school year
ends. I’m going to miss them!” said Ms. Gabra.
Ms. Gabra was inspired by her
junior year US History teacher to

pursue a career in history education.
“Teachers hold the power to transform
lives. My eleventh grade US history teacher
saw potential in each one of his students,
and always found a way to connect
history to our lives,” said Ms. Gabra.
Ms. Gabra's favorite topic to teach is
World War II. She hopes her class can not
only give students more than just knowledge
of history, but also a sense of what it truly
means to be a citizen of the United States.
the opportunity to intern as a school
counselor. During this internship, she
realized the importance of having unbiased
counselors to provide a safe place for
students. Ms. Hall wants her students to
not be afraid to ask for help and to take the
initiative to better their community at JP.
In addition to being an avid reader and a
Los Angeles Lakers fan, Ms. Hall loves to
meet with her students and believes in never
giving up, especially when things get hard.

ANIKA SHAH

MS. HALL is one of JP’s newest
additions to the counseling department.
With a bachelor's degree in psychology
from Rutgers University and a master’s
degree in school counseling from Seton
Hall University, Ms. Hall first worked as
a counselor at the Academy for Urban
Leadership Charter School in Perth Amboy.
She enjoys having a positive impact on
students and chose to become a counselor
because she has a true passion for helping
others. While in college, Ms. Hall received

Wilson Middle School for seven years.
“I want to help students be true to
themselves by taking responsibility for
their own happiness, keeping their distance
from unsupportive people, and accepting
themselves as they are,” she commented.
Outside of teaching at JP, she
immensely enjoys traveling and has
explored many countries and cities,
including Colombia, Thailand, Cartagena,
Bangkok, and Phuken in the past year.

SARAH FIDAI

MS. HARRISON is the new school social
worker at JP Stevens. She was born in
Cincinnati, Ohio and moved to Edison, NJ in
her junior year of high school. She attended
JP and participated in theater, cross country,
and track. After working in the business field
at Merck & Company Inc. for 20 years, she
decided to change her career and pursue a
master’s degree in social work at Rutgers
University, as she liked helping support
students and families. Prior to working at JP
Stevens, Ms. Harrison worked at Woodrow
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By SMRUTHI SRINIVASAN, junior

By AVINASH PUSHPARAJ, freshman

understanding the misunderstood.
“The staff is amazing here, as they
make me feel right at home,” she said. “JP
Stevens is one of the best schools to work
in, and it truly is a pleasure to work here."
In her free time, Ms. Fonte loves
bodybuilding and is working on becoming
a recognized professional for the National
Physique Committee.
She also loves
reading self-help books and spending
time with her husband and two sons.
By VARENYA MUTNURI, freshman

By ABHINAV VAYETTI, sophomore

By AISHNIYA KANDULA, senior

By SNEHA BHATTACHARYA, sophomore
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BOE Action,
contd.
the meeting. The wellness funds can be used
to subsidize employee gym memberships,
health fares, and general wellness activities.
Shivi Prasad-Madhukar, another board
member, spoke about the upcoming PSAT
8/9 Test, which will be taken by 8th graders
in December. Since many people are
unaware that this test is being administered,
she requested for the program to be treated
as a pilot. She also proposed that if the test
is not treated as a pilot, it should be given to
the students in March instead of December.
“We should make sure that whatever this
test is, we are covering the material and that
nobody is at an advantage or at a disadvantage.
The playing field should be level for
everyone,” said Prasad-Madhukar. Shannon
Peng, a board member, explained that this
test was introduced to replace i-Ready, which
accounted for 25% of grouping procedures
from middle school to high school.
After comments were made by board
members, the podium was open to the public
for any comments. The first speaker asked
about the job descriptions of police officers
in schools. A board member answered
him, telling him that a safety director with
security background will be hired to ensure
the security and welfare of the school.
“We don’t have a job description that we’ve
received from the Police Department
with any sort of duties or what [the police
officers] are going to do,” said Mr. Brescher.
While the board is interested in having
designated police officers for each school,
the Edison Police Department wants to
rotate officers. Designating one police officer
allows students and staff to interact with
the same officer every day. Questions about
Chartwells lunches were brought up as well,
and the board reassured the audience that
the food service from Chartwells delivers
fresh food that consists of the right portions.
Another concerned parent spoke about the
unsafe conditions that her children and other
children in the neighborhood experience as
they walk to their bus stop. There are no
sidewalks from the neighborhood to the
bus stop, and the sidewalks aren’t cleaned
properly in the winter when it snows. She
requested to move the bus stop closer to
their neighborhood rather than allowing
it to stay at its current location in order to
allow a safer route to school for her kids.
The board explained the process through
which bus stops are determined and that if
any changes were to be made, they would
be implemented next year. Any changes
made during this school year would be
out of the kindness of the bus company.
Keith Hahn, another concerned Edison
resident, voiced his concerns about the Board
Elections of 2017. During the elections last
year, many families received racist fliers on
their front doors with derogatory messages
that discriminated against candidates Jerry
Shi and Falguni Patel. Hahn read text
messages and emails exchanged between
Paul Distefano and Shannon Peng, two
board members, which he received from
Mr. Distefano. The messages revealed
a discussion about a flier that was to be
sent out during the election. Currently, an
investigation is taking place to determine
the distributors of this flier. Hahn spoke
about the possibility of Jerry Shi’s campaign
members distributing the fliers themselves in
order to manipulate the election. The attorney
present advised board members to remain
silent as the investigation is still ongoing.
After all public comments were addressed
by the board, the meeting was adjourned.
Additional topics that were mentioned
include air conditioning in schools, which
was discussed during the Finance and
Facilities meeting, and the hiring of a Class
III police officer, which was discussed
by the Finance and Facilities Committee.
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MS. PERSSON is one of the newest JP
English teachers. She attended Montclair
State University for both her bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in English Literature, with a
large focus on British Literature. She taught
at Thomas Jefferson Middle School for
sixteen years before deciding to teach at JP.
She was inspired to go into teaching after her
experience helping a troubled child as a camp
counselor. As a teacher, she hopes to allow
her students to explore the joys of analyzing
literature and writing so that they will be able

to enjoy reading for school and pleasure.
Ms. Persson’s passion for writing extends
past the classroom, as she is a published
writer with works in science fiction, horror,
and fantasy. In her free time, she enjoys
volunteering to give back to her community.
Mrs. Persson leaves us with this quote:
“Grow some grit,” she says to her students,
“and don’t give up on yourself or your
dreams. It is also important to stop once
in a while to enjoy the little moments.”

MR. SCARPA is one of JP Stevens’ newest
math teachers. Originally from Woodbridge,
New Jersey, Mr. Scarpa has been teaching for
fifteen years. Prior to teaching at JP Stevens,
Mr. Scarpa taught at Edison High School.
He decided to become a teacher because
of his high school Algebra 2 and Precalculus
teachers. In college, he earned an Associate’s
in math, a bachelor’s in secondary education
in mathematics from Kean University, and
a Master’s in educational leadership from
the University of Phoenix. He enjoys being

a teacher for those “light bulb moments,”
being able to make an impact on his
students’ lives and being able to learn from
his students. Furthermore, Mr. Scarpa
finds his experiences at JP different and
interesting. He loves the school spirit and
the respectful and hardworking students.
In his free time, he enjoys spending
time with his family. In addition to
this, Mr. Scarpa has been an EMT for
27 years and a firefighter for 19 years.

MRS. RADLER is a new paraprofessional at
JP Stevens and has been teaching for 13 years
at multiple schools throughout Edison. She
attended The College of New Jersey, where
she received her bachelor’s and master’s
degrees. As a paraprofessional at JP Stevens,
her main responsibility is assisting students
in need and teachers throughout the day.
By coming to JP Stevens, she sees faces
of students she worked with at John Adams
Middle School several years ago. Mrs.
Radler absolutely loves her job—she never

feels burdened to come to work and help
students because she feels that education is
her passion. Part of the reason she enjoys
education is her belief that the youthful
enthusiasm of her students keeps her young.
In the future, Mrs. Radler hopes to work with
more incoming students to help give them
guidance in their first years of high school.
In her free time, Mrs. Radler loves to
cook, bake, and garden; she occasionally
even cooks with the food she grows.

MR. RAY is the new vice principal of
the junior class and advisor for the JPS
Weekly. Before coming to JP, Mr. Ray
worked as a history and technology
teacher for seven and a half years before
moving into administration, which he
has worked in for almost four years.
Mr. Ray taught at the Parsippany School
District, where he also attended school. After
high school, he went on to earn a bachelor’s
degree in history education at Montclair
State University. Mr. Ray also holds two

master’s degrees: a master’s in Assessment,
Instruction,
and
Curriculum
from
Marygrove College and a second master’s
in Educational Leadership from Montclair
State University. His passion for building
leadership and fostering growth prompted
him to take up a career in administration.
Outside of JP, Mr. Ray is an inspirational
speaker at various colleges, such as the
University of Chicago and Rutgers.
He also volunteers at his temple.

MS. SHAHID is JP’s newest ESL teacher.
She became inspired to teach ESL after her
experiences tutoring children in Palestinian
refugee camps. Ms. Shahid believes that
education can empower today’s youth to lead.
She earned her bachelor's degree in African,
Middle Eastern, and South Asian Language
and Literature (AMESALL) at the Rutgers
School of Arts and Sciences, and later went
on to earn her master’s degree at the Rutgers
Graduate School of Education. She also has
a minor in Women’s and Gender studies and

is an activist for female education rights.
Ms. Shahid aims to infuse her class with
real-world skills; her assignments include
tasks such as interpreting the Declaration of
Human Rights and making business plans.
When she is not working with her
students, Ms. Shahid enjoys boxing, fashion,
belly-dancing, and travel. In the future, Ms.
Shahid aims to open up an orphanage for
girls, so she can use her own education to
better the lives of underprivileged children.
teaching the students here because of their
unparalleled motivation and quick learning
skills. Mr. Ridge enjoys his job as a teacher
because of the impact he has on the next
generation. He wishes to inspire his students
to be passionate about whatever they choose
to do, and he believes that a good teacher can
motivate his students towards future success.
Outside of teaching his students,
Mr. Ridge enjoys practicing the violin
and watching movies and TV shows.

SARAH FIDAI

MR. RIDGE, a new orchestra teacher at
JP Stevens, was inspired by his middle
school orchestra teacher to go into
education. He is from Hamilton, NJ
and has a bachelor’s degree in Music
Education from Montclair State University.
While he was studying, he received some
experience in teaching through private
tutoring and student teaching. As this is his
first year teaching a class on his own, he felt
overwhelmed because of JP’s reputation;
however, he has found that he enjoys

SARAH FIDAI

MS. SOHAN is JP’s newest biology teacher.
She has worked at a number of other high
schools, teaching subjects such as biology,
environmental science, and oceanography.
Ms. Sohan’s passion for science began in
high school, where she was inspired to pursue
a ’s degree in biology at Rutgers University.
At Rutgers, she explored the connections
between eastern and western science. Her
other interests include practicing yoga,
playing the sitar and violin, and listening to
Hindustani Classical music, which she has

been singing since the age of three. Outside
of school, Ms. Sohan also teaches Sanskrit.
In her classes, Ms. Sohan focuses on having
her students understand the topics and make
real-world connections, as she wants to
inspire them to pursue careers in science.
She feels that this is the key for her students
to understanding the world of biology.
“I use science to understand the world,
music to feel the world, and teaching to
tell my story to the world,” said Ms. Sohan.
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Parent Association, a large group of parents
who work to help ensure that the students
can have the best possible band experience.
As the performances came to an end,
band members from all of the performing
schools filled the bleachers as the JPS
Marching Hawks took to the stage for their
exhibition performance, titled “Reflections.”
The marching band show this year is
based upon a woman reflecting on her life
and decisions she had made. The show is
separated into three movements, with each
movement representing a different phase
in the woman’s life. During the pre-show,
the show’s background and its characters
are introduced through narration to the
audience. The first movement represents
the childhood of the woman, and it follows
her life until her early adulthood. This
movement features key moments in her
early life, such as her college graduation and
marriage. Afterward, the band plays the song
“Exit Music” by the rock band Radiohead
in the second movement, titled “Struggle.”
This movement depicts the hardships of
adulthood and explains key conflicts in her
life, such as one between her career and
her relationship with her significant other.
Finally, the third movement features a
saxophone quartet consisting of Himanshu
Patankar, Adithya Arun, Jada Kang, and
sophomore Sreekar Vishwanathan. The
third movement concludes the show by
following the end of the woman’s life. It
established the fact that the woman truly
cherished the noteworthy and memorable
experiences that she was fortunate enough
to have in her lifetime, and she will always
be able to reminisce on these experiences
during her old age despite the hardships and
difficulties she endured throughout her life.
When asked what this year’s marching
band show meant to him, sophomore center
quint player Aayush Gupta said: “The show
this year means a lot to me. The show is very
relatable this year because at some point in
life we are going to be going through the
same situations that the character in our
show did. Overall, the show has sent me the
strong message that life is more about the
big picture, and things that I might think are
important now won’t be nearly as important
when I look back on it. The show also has
been meaningful to me because of the sheer
amount of effort that I as well as the whole
band has put into it. I speak for the whole
band when I say the music is challenging.
The ability for the band to not only play but
perform this challenging music at a high level
makes me especially proud that all the long
hours practicing have come to fruition.”
Following the JPS performance, the muchanticipated awards ceremony began. For
their hours of hard work and committment
to the club, the drum majors received
their trophies, which were sponsored and
presented by JP. The crowd erupted into
cheer as the final trophy, the Mayor’s Award,
was presented to the highest scoring band
of the afternoon: Edison High School.
“The JPS Marching Band Home Show
on Sunday was a great success,” said
Drum Major senior Zoe Wang. “Each
band demonstrated the hard work they
put into their show through their fantastic
performances. It is always an exciting treat
to be able to watch other groups’ shows
and enjoy the entertaining musical and
visual qualities. Despite the heat, our JPS
Marching Hawks gave it their all, ensuring
the final performance of the afternoon
was a fantastic close to the home show.
As one of the Drum Majors of the
marching band, I am extremely proud
of our band and the hard work they put
in for hours and hours each week. We
work together in a positive community so
that our show can improve each week.”
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MR. HRISTOFIS is the new district
supervisor for health and physical education.
An alumnus of Watchung Hills Regional High
School, he has earned a bachelor’s degree in
health and exercise sciences from Rowan
University, a teaching certification, and a
master’s degree in educational leadership
from Montclair State University. Throughout
his 13 years of experience in education, Mr.
Hristofis has pursued his goals of instilling
an interest in physical activity in his students
and leaving them with a resilient mindset.

Outside of his duties at school, Mr.
Hristofis plays a key role in planning
the Camp Bernie trip, a field trip taken
by fifth graders from all the Edison
Township elementary schools. He is
also a district liaison who works with
representatives from the Special Olympics.
In his free time, Mr. Hristofis enjoys
pursuing a wide array of hobbies, such
as walking in the park with his family
and playing pickup games of basketball.

MR. KUCZYNSKI is a new freshman
English teacher at JP Stevens. Mr. Kuczynski
attended Rutgers University, where he
received a bachelor’s degree in English and
a master’s degree in English Education. He
was inspired to study English because of
his long-time passion for reading. While
studying, he enjoyed being in a classroom
environment, and this inspired him to go
into education. Before coming to JP Stevens,
he was a student teacher and a full-time
substitute teacher at Highland Park High

School. In his classes at JP, he hopes to
teach his students to be inquisitive readers.
Mr. Kuczynski said, “I would like
my students to learn to always look
for a question to ask, to be critical,
and to look at things in a new way.”
In his free time, Mr. Kuczynski is an avid
gardener—he often has to give away the
vegetables he grows because he plants too
many of them. He also enjoys watching
noir cinema and playing basketball.

MR. MAESO is a new addition to the

NORMANDY STUDIOS

foreign language department at JP Stevens,
teaching French 3H. Mr. Maeso has been a
teacher for almost 20 years. After receiving
an education from a French university and
the University of London, where he studied
international trade and foreign languages, he
began his teaching career. He taught English
in France in the early 2000s and eventually
went on to teach in the Palm Beach school
district in Florida as a French teacher before
moving to New Jersey. In addition to working

By ABHINAV VAYYETI, sophomore

By ADITHYA BHANGALE, junior

at JP, he works a few hours every week in
Montclair teaching a French immersion class.
Mr. Maeso decided he wanted to teach
French because it is his native language and he
found that sharing his culture and knowledge
was the best work for him. Through his
class, he hopes students will become more
familiar with the world around them.
“I want my students to get a global
vision of the world and communicate
more with other cultures,” Mr. Maeso said.
By ADITYA BHANGALE, sophomore

MR. MALDONADO is JP’s newest addition
to the science department. He grew up in
New Jersey and attended Rutgers UniversityNew Brunswick for a bachelor’s in biology.
Before working at JP Stevens, he worked
at Marlboro High School and Trinity Hall.
He chose to teach science because of
his love for current events, and he believes
that positively influencing youth is the most
effective way to make a difference in the world.
“The young mind is still malleable
and can be influenced to see the world

through
more
understanding
and
empathetic eyes.” said Mr. Maldonado.
He stated that the students are his favorite
part of JP Stevens, and he is excited to
share his love of science with his classes.
When asked what lesson he would like
to share with his students this year, he said,
“Work hard, enjoy learning, because it is a
privilege and it does matter. Relative to the
cosmic and Earthly scale of time, our lives
are just a moment. Enjoy your moment.”
grasp of Latin but also with the ability to
inquire and analyze facts in all facets of life.
“More than the foreign language itself,
it is more important for students to be
able to see a language from the eyes of the
creator of the language,” said Dr. Meerson.
In his free time, Dr. Meerson’s hobbies
include practicing piano, which he has done
since he was ten years old, competing against
others in chess and tennis, and playing
video games such as Resident Evil and Thief.

SARAH FIDAI

DR. MEERSON is a new Latin teacher at JP.
He has earned numerous degrees, including
a PhD in Linguistics in Greek and Latin,
a master’s degree in archaeology, and a
bachelor's degree in classical and general
archaeology. Having lived in both Russia and
Israel, Dr. Meerson was profoundly impacted
by the language and culture he experienced.
As an educator for over 20 years, what
Dr. Meerson enjoys most about teaching
at JP is the students. He wants students to
walk out of his class not only with a strong

before coming to work at JP. Over these
years, he learned the importance of faceto-face conversations and the impact that
group therapy can have on an individual.
Outside of school, Mr. Miller is an avid
sports fan and a music enthusiast. He loves
the school spirit and varied opportunities
given to students at JP. In order to make
positive changes, he believes that “students
should compare themselves to who they were
yesterday, not to who someone else is today.”

ANIKA SHAH

MR. MILLER is one of JP’s newest school
counselors. He knew he wanted to be a
school counselor in high school, and he
went on to receive an undergraduate degree
from Rutgers University in communications,
a minor in psychology, and a graduate
degree from The College of New Jersey
in counseling with a specialization in
school counseling. He began his career as
a counselor at the Paterson Charter School
for Science and Technology, and he later
worked in several other school districts
MS. MORROW is the newest dance teacher
at JP. Throughout her 19 years of dancing,
she has studied a variety of different styles
of dance, including ballet, jazz, ballroom,
and contemporary. Her experience led
her to teach dance in New York before
teaching at JP. She states that dance not
only requires artistry, but also athleticism.
At JP, she enjoys teaching dance as it
is an active way of expression; it doesn’t
require students to simply sit at a desk and
work. She also finds joy in creating the

choreography for her students. Ms. Morrow
believes that everyone should learn to dance
in their own way. Outside of school, she
continues to conduct jazz and ballet classes
at a private studio. To her students, her best
advice is to find out who you are inside
because she feels identity is important in life.
“Trying your best is a fundamental
principle of learning something new,”
she said. “Even if it is something you
may not initially have an interest in.”
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fit the theme of the show and the time
period that the production takes place in.
Overseeing the various efforts of
the crew, the Theatre Board of this
year consists of President, senior Allie
Kashan; Vice President, junior Alyssa
Bova; Secretary, senior Abby Thompson;
and Treasurer, senior Thomas Hickey;
all under the leadership of Ms. Rich.
“I enjoy being in the theatre department
because it gives me the opportunity to
be a different person than who I am in
regular life,” said senior Abby Thompson.
“Seeing people thrilled to be in a show
inspires me to be the best part of this
production that I can possibly be.”
Creating show backgrounds is a vital
process while producing a show, as it
revolves around constructing sets, assisting
the creation of props, supporting the
designers and performers, and other
tasks to help the show run smoothly. On
Saturdays, the assistant stage managers,
sophomore Kamiya Shukla and freshman
Taylor Simoes, help construct sets with the
assistance of a professional contractor, the
parent of JP Stevens alumnus Bruce Hautz.
Student construction heads Alyssa Bova and
Thomas Hickey divide up the responsibilities
to work efficiently; Alyssa takes set pieces on
and off stage during performances, while
Thomas takes charge of the lighting for
the different parts of the play. Meanwhile,
the sets and backdrop are painted by the art
crew, headed by seniors Nirali Doshi and
Payal Patel. The members of the crew meet
often outside of school, and they work for
several hours to ensure that the sets and
backdrop are perfect for the performance.
When asked to reflect on her theater
experiences, President Allie Kashan
remarked, “The most amazing experience of
being a part of the theatre company is the
strong family that the cast and crew become.
Every Saturday, we have constructions
where we work on building the set. On the
first day, all 100 students sit in a circle and
play some icebreaker games. Just like any
other activity, to get things accomplished, we
have to work as a team. The strong bonds
make the countless hours into such an easy
and awesome experience that flies by.”

"I enjoy being in the
theatre department
because it gives me
the
opportunity
to be a different
person than who I
am in regular life."
- Abby Thompson
The theatre is a unique experience which
its members can cherish for the rest of
their lives. The JPS Theater Company puts
tremendous effort into each and every one
of their productions to provide the audience
with a fantastic experience; in the process,
they are making memories of their own.
Members constantly give up their time and
devote themselves to making the show a night
to remember, and their spirited production
efforts and late-night rehearsals always show
in their stunning performances. The final
performances of A Midsummer Night’s Dream
will run from November 14th through
November 17—tickets are just ten dollars
in advance and thirteen dollars at the door.
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MR. VALDEZ is a new Italian teacher

MARYAM MUGHAL
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at JP Stevens. Mr. Valdez cultivated an
interest in teaching after being inspired
to help others while studying abroad
during college in Sicily, Brazil, and Cuba.
In his classes, Mr. Valdez chooses to teach
in a style that incorporates group work,
independent work, and the technological
resources JP Stevens has to offer. He
believes that the best part of teaching
is the impact he is able to have on his
students, related to learning about both

the real world and new, interesting cultures.
“I love being able to help students
grow up to become future doctors,
lawyers, or politicians.” he said. “I
hope to prepare them for the world.”
When asked what he wants his students
to learn and retain from his class, Mr. Valdez
said he would like his students to be open
minded when being exposed to a new culture.
When Mr. Valdez isn’t at school, he
enjoys travelling and going to concerts.
By SHAILJA SAINI, junior

MR. WALTERS is one of the newest math
teachers at JP. He studied architecture in
college before he realizing that the subject
was not right for him. He then pursued a
career in teaching mathematics to “help the
community and still do what [he] loved.”
Mr. Walters went back to community college
to get his associates degree in mathematics
and later obtained his bachelor’s degree
in education from Kean University. He is
impressed with the dedication to academics at
JP Stevens, but would love to see his students
apply creativity in all aspects of their lives.

Mr. Walters appreciates the impact that
technology has on a student’s education,
especially when a student gains access to
websites like Khan Academy. Mr. Walters finds
that a teacher’s importance “has increased
because students still need to learn how to
navigate technology beyond social media.”
He wants his students to know that “teachers
aren’t robots,” and while he may “love to
binge watch Netflix and Hulu,” he will
make sure his students leave his class able to
critically think through real world scenarios.

MS. WARING is one of JP’s newest math
teachers. She grew up in East Brunswick,
NJ, and attended Rowan University,
where she received her bachelor’s in
mathematics and secondary education.
Ms. Waring realized she wanted to be
a teacher after she was accepted into her
high school’s National Honor Society,
where one of her responsibilities was to
tutor students. She chose to tutor math,
as it was her best subject in school, and
she enjoyed collaborating with others and
helping them learn. Along with National
Honor Society, she was involved in choir
and the East Brunswick Youth Council.

Before working at JP, she worked as
a college tutor, a lifeguard, and a camp
counselor. Now, as a new teacher, she
loves how motivated JP students are and
how supportive her fellow surrounding
teachers are. In her free time, Ms. Waring
enjoys watching Netflix shows and reading.
“If I could tell my students one thing,
it’s that school and academic success
are important, but so are emotional
and mental health,” she said. “The right
people and the best people will accept
you and like you for everything that you
are and everything you choose to be.”

By SHAILJA SAINI, junior

By SNEHA BHATTACHARYA, sophomore

Tailgate,
contd.
Students posed for pictures with friends in
front of a backdrop which was provided by
the yearbook club. These various activities
were all set to music provided by the DJ Club.
“When I transferred to John P. Stevens my
junior year, events such as the Tailgate helped
me make new friends, meet my teachers,
and gain experiences that helped me open
up as a person.” said senior Kareena Salvi.
As the players warmed up for their
highly anticipated football game against
Plainfield High School, students made their
way to the stands to cheer on both teams.
“Any time you can get a group
of people together before a football
game, positive spirits are sure to bring
happiness and motivation to the football
players,” said Mr. Marzano. “I believe
people are able to connect, and I don’t
think people do that enough these days.”
The JP Stevens marching band and
color guard kept the crowd entertained
during the halftime show. They
performed “Reflections,” a piece they
had been working on since the summer.
Overall, 300 students and faculty members
attended the football game and Tailgate.
Tailgate not only celebrated the upcoming
football game, but it also featured part of
the wonderful JP Stevens music department.
Support from students, teachers, and
volunteers helped motivate JP’s football
team to an entertaining victory against
Plainfield High School, winning 19-7.
Thanks to the volunteers and faculty
members that organized the event, the
Tailgate was a great opportunity for both
students and teachers to enjoy themselves
while engaging in a plethora of fun activities.
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Crossing the Limit
By ANSH GUPTA, junior
DAY IN AND day out, the JP Cross Country
(XC) team is out on the roads of Edison
and Metuchen, tallying countless miles on
their training schedule. Although most
shy away from the thought of running,
the team thrives off of the grind that is
intrinsic to the sport. Refusing to back out
of the struggle, the team members find
their motivation in representing JP Stevens.
“Motivation is an absolute necessity,
especially in a grueling sport such as cross
country,” girls’ senior captain Samriddhi
Gupta explained. “As soon as the gun goes
off, there’s really no room for error. You
can’t let your guard down or take a ‘breather’
because you run that race from start to
finish, staying focused the entire way.”
During this past summer, the team
dedicated countless hours to their training,
running an average of 3-6 miles per day to
condition their bodies. In particular, they
stressed the goal of building up their aerobic
bases, a crucial aspect of running for cross
country athletes. This rigorous training
program pushed the team to test their
limits and continuously improve. Following
a summer’s worth of conditioning, they
were well-prepared to carry a higher level
of endurance into the season’s races.
During each practice, the coaches design a
specific workout plan based on the skill they
wish for the team to improve upon, whether
it is distance or speed. The goal of distance
workouts is not only to increase stamina,
but also to maintain a steady pace through
various terrain conditions. In contrast, speed

workouts are designed in such a way that the
athletes are running shorter distances and
are forced to exert their muscles at higher
levels. An example of this would be tempo
runs, also known as threshold runs, in which
the runners follow a pace that is faster than
their distance runs but slower than their 5K
pace. The goal of such workouts is to push
athletes to run at speeds that are just below
their lactate threshold, allowing them to
keep a consistent pace for longer mileage.
Under the guidance of head Coach Azher,
and two new coaches, Coach Glynn and
Coach Maldonado, the team has performed
exceptionally well throughout the past four
invitationals: Roxbury XC Invitational,
Battle at Ocean County Park, GMC Red
Division, and Stewart Invitational. The
team returned home touting three boy
medallists and two girl medallists from the
Roxbury Invitational, followed by six boy
medallists and three girl medallists from
the Stewart Invitational. Coach Glynn
praised the team’s dedication and went
on to say, “I love the camaraderie among
teammates and the positive atmosphere of
the sport. Everyone is so motivating and
genuinely wants the best for one another.”
As the season approached its final
stretch, the boys and girls teams had their
eyes set upon the upcoming GMC meet and
Sectionals competition. The grueling days of
practice were crucial in the team’s success, as
the team’s effort throughout the season paid
off with top-place finishes. With countless
hours of preparation and an unfaltering
drive for success, the cross country team
will only continue to get better for next year.
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Set For the Season
By CHRISTIE CHEN, freshman
FOR THE GIRLS in green and gold, nothing
comes easy. Every point is its own challenge,
every set a fierce battle for victory. Still,
the team remains unfazed, maintaining its
composure in the face of this adversity.
Armed with this resolve, the JP Stevens
girls volleyball team has finished the season
with an exceptional 17-6 record. En route to
holding their current record, JP has secured
wins over conference rivals Monroe, South
Brunswick, and Old Bridge—matchups that
have proved to be tough losses in recent
years. In their first game of the season, the
team prevailed over crosstown rival Edison,
then continued their early success with a
hard-earned victory over East Brunswick,
the reigning 2017 GMC title holders.
However, it is the team’s resilience and
energy that has set them apart, and captain
Irene Quan agrees: “The energy a player
has is contagious, so it’s crucial for the
entire team to be consistently positive and
encouraging.” Throughout the season, the
girls volleyball team has shown they are
capable of standing up to the challenges
they face. After a heartbreaking loss against
South Brunswick on September 14, the
Hawks bounced back two weeks later to
defeat the Vikings in an intense third set.
The success of the Hawks was grounded
in the amount of talent spread across the
lineup. Outstanding sophomore captain
Simrin Carlsen led the way with a sensational
274 kills along with 48 aces. As the other
starting outside hitter alongside Irene, Simrin
is well-known throughout the county for her

combination of a spectacular vertical jump
with powerful attacks and precise swings.
When asked what she hoped to accomplish
this season, she says, “One goal for the
season I am striving toward is to hit 200
kills. Last year I ended with 167, so I know it
is attainable with hard work.” Irene further
added to the team totals with 165 digs and 180
kills, while senior captain Isabel Swatowski
and middle hitters Olympia Jorji and Emily
Tavares have accumulated over ten blocks
each. Meanwhile, rising star and freshman
setter Laurel Sarkaria tallied 410 assists. The
dynamic talent at each position is visible in
the high level of their play, making any match
a competitive thrill for spectators to watch.
Both Coach White and the players
understand the tremendous impact of their
daily practices. Throughout the week, the girls
go through drills consisting of situational
simulations in order to improve their
game performances in those exact events.
Outside of their practices, their strenuous
preparations are well balanced by their fun
personalities. Some of the traditions they
enjoy are having a team meal, also known
as “Eats,” at a teammate’s house, tie-dying
shirts, and celebrating raucously in the bus
ride home following an away game victory.
In the GMC tournament, the team was
eager to see their hard work pay off. After
a strong showing in the semifinals against
Monroe, the girls topped South Brunswick
25-19, 25-23 on the way to their first GMC
title since 2008. Even after a heartbreaking
loss to Westfield in the state tournament,
their stellar season demonstrated the grit and
determination that defines the Lady Hawks.

Fenway’s Fantastic Season
By DYLAN BRETT, freshman
ANOTHER MAJOR League Baseball regular
season is in the books, and the Boston Red
Sox are the talk of the baseball world. After
topping the Yankees 10-2 to win their final
game on September 30, the Sox ended with
a historic record of 108 wins. For Red Sox
fans, this was a special feat to be celebrated.
Only five other ball clubs have ever had
more wins in the regular season than the
2018 Sox since the schedule expanded to 162
games in 1962. In fact, the last time anyone
had this successful of a season was in 2001,
when the Seattle Mariners won 116 games.
It’s hard to credit one player for Boston’s
success in 2018 when they have three
players on their roster in the running
for the American League MVP award.
Outfielder Mookie Betts certainly
played a significant role in the success
of the Sox. He was nothing short of
stellar this season, taking home the AL
batting title with a .346 average and slugging
32 home runs. Right behind Betts in the
MVP race is designated hitter and outfielder
J.D. Martinez, who hit 43 home runs in his
2018 campaign, establishing him as one of
the premier power hitters in the majors. Ace
Chris Sale spearheaded the efforts of a strong
Boston pitching staff, making a strong case
for the Cy Young award, the honor given
to the top pitcher in each league. Sale went
12-4 in 27 starts while amassing an American
League third-best of 237 strikeouts. He also
posted an ERA of 2.11 and held opponents
to a .181 batting average. To put that number
into perspective, the player with the worst
batting average in 2018 was Chris Davis
of the Orioles, batting .169. Sale’s numbers
from this season are comparable to the splits
we saw from Dodgers’ ace Clayton Kershaw
during his historic MVP season back in 2014.
While Boston’s home run hitters and ace
pitchers are at the forefront of the team’s
winning efforts, the role of the Red Sox’s
supporting cast simply cannot be overstated.
Bullpen anchor Craig Kimbrel and slugger

Steve Pearce both had stellar seasons, but
have fallen in the shadows of stars like Betts,
Martinez, and Sale. It’s also hard to bring up
the Red Sox’s success this season without
mentioning rising star Andrew Benintendi
and infielder Xander Bogaerts. Benintendi
built upon his exceptional
rookie season, batting
.290 while
playing

formerly on the bench to shine. Mitch
Moreland, for example, started the year as a
reserve, but ended up being an All-Star for
the first time in his career. Cora, the former
bench coach on the Astros, also managed
his struggling bullpen effectively. Aligning
his defense based on
the hitters’ prior
tendencies,
Cora

excellent
defense in
left field.
Bogaerts had
a quiet yet
i m p r e s s i ve
campaign,
batting .288
during the
season
while
providing
reliable
defense at
a premium
position in
the infield.
With the
help of this strong
supporting cast, the
Sox have had an intimidating batting order
from top to bottom, leading the major
league in batting average and runs scored.
Rookie manager Alex Cora made the
most of his talented roster, allowing players

was able
to get his
pitchers
out
of tough jams
and continue the
Red Sox’s winning
ways.
Reliever
Matt Barnes was
quick to praise
Cora’s
game
manag ement,
sentiments that
were echoed
by the rest of
the clubhouse.
S u r p r i s i n g l y,
Boston started the
season as underdogs
to win their division; their
rival, the Yankees, came off of
a productive offseason, trading for 2017
NL MVP Giancarlo Stanton. At the AllStar break, the Red Sox held 68-30 record
and a slight lead over their American
League East rivals. But as the second

half of the season rolled around, the
Sox bolstered their already strong team
with trades for the aforementioned Steve
Pearce, veteran infielder Ian Kinsler, and
flamethrowing starter Nathan Eovaldi.
After the trade deadline, their roster
looked unstoppable, and they performed
as if they were. They finished the season
comfortably, winning their division as the
number one seed in the American League.
With the Yankees defeating the Athletics
in the wild-card game, the first place Sox
were set for a matchup with their rivals in
the ALDS. After a close loss in Game 2,
utility man Brock Holt and backup catcher
Christian Vasquez were inserted into the
lineup. Those decisions paid dividends, as
the Sox destroyed the Yankees by a score
of 16-1, a series-defining victory. Holt
became the first player in MLB history to
hit a single, double, triple and a home run in
a playoff game, completing the cycle. After a
dominant series victory over their archrivals
in the ALDS, the Red Sox continued their
torrid stretch in the ALCS with a 4-1 series
win over the reigning World Series champion
Astros. Outfielder Jackie Bradley Jr. was the
MVP of the series, as he hit two home runs,
including a grand slam in Game 3. Andrew
Benintendi made a game-saving catch to end
the game in Game 4, putting the Red Sox
up three games to one. Pitcher David Price,
notorious for struggling in the postseason,
got his first career win in the fall classic in
the series-deciding Game 5, pitching six
innings and giving up zero runs. Looking
to cap off their record-breaking season,
the Red Sox faced the National League
Champions, the Los Angeles Dodgers.
The Sox asserted their dominance over
the Dodgers throughout the series, capping
off their historic season with a World Series
Championship. Steve Pearce his three home
runs during the series, en route to winning
World Series MVP. With 119 total wins, the
Sox cement their season as one of the best
in all time history—a lasting reminder that
the Red Sox gave to the city of Boston.
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Corruption Disruption A Youthful Advantage
By AVI SURA, senior
THE NCAA has recently adopted a series
of reforms regarding the recruiting process
for college basketball: a process which
marks the college athletic corporation’s
attempt to aid student-athletes and their
educations. Following ongoing NCAA
corruption scandals which created turmoil
amongst collegiate basketball programs,
the NCAA appears to be fulfilling its
promises to enforce greater integrity.
Meanwhile, for college basketball players
and star high school athletes, there is greater
hope that the college athletic experience
will now come with more benefits.
One of the more prominent changes is
the NCAA’s promise to give student-athletes
the opportunity to continue their college
education if they are undrafted by the NBA.
Division I programs are now required to pay
for the tuition and fees of college basketball
players who return to school. Additionally,
new regulations have given high school
basketball recruits more campus visits prior
to their junior year, where they can explore
athletic and academic opportunities at various
schools. Together, these new regulations
allow both incoming and departing studentathletes to receive the necessary support
as they evaluate their future choices.
Although the NCAA has implemented
many changes, a pressing issue they have
left to discuss is the lack of student-athlete
pay. Many believe that the NCAA does
not provide justice for the many athletes
who devote countless hours of time to
sports. While it is generally agreed that

college athletes should not be paid large
sums of money, many administrators
believe students should be able to sign
profitable endorsement contracts with
companies such as Adidas and Nike.
With increasing calls for change,
many apparel companies are facing new
challenges regarding prospective signees.
Previously, Adidas management provided
players with over $100,000 to persuade
them to commit to a college sponsored
by Adidas. Corruption scandals like these
have instigated changes that pose glaring
problems to Adidas, as well as other major
companies; for example, an altered schedule
for recruitment has placed large companies
at a disadvantage by limiting the time allowed
to hold youth basketball tournaments. These
companies now must consider holding their
events simultaneously, diminishing the
spotlight on each company’s tournament.
Each of these developments has had
their share of improvements, but there
still remains an immense amount of gray
area for players and coaches. The NCAA
has opened itself up to collaborating with
outside agencies to monitor the recruitment
process, possibly giving themselves an
excessive amount of governing power. Most
importantly, the NCAA has yet to remedy
the loopholes that have precipitated major
issues in college basketball—issues such
as the very corruption which has sparked
this reform in the first place. Although
an array of different initiatives were
implemented to eliminate this corruption,
the NCAA has yet to place true power
in the hands of its student-athletes.

By BENECIA ZHANG, sophomore
THE LADY HAWKS tennis team has once
again lived up to its illustrious reputation
with an outstanding start to the season. The
JP Stevens girls varsity team recently won
its third consecutive GMC championship
as well as the annual September Smash
Tournament. With a stellar record of 171, their season results accurately reflected
the team’s hard work at practices and their
determination to rise above the competition.
This season, more than half of the varsity
squad is made up of freshmen who are just
getting used to the program and the team
dynamic. Coach Pisano and Coach DiBella
along with senior captain Srinithi Kannan
were careful at first to judge their success
on effort rather than results, with only two
out of the seven starters returning from last
year. However, the team quickly proved its
potential. “The talented freshman group was
totally unexpected, and it didn’t take too long
before I realized we had another shot at the
title,” remarked Coach Pisano. “I am very
proud of them for handling all the pressure
and trusting the coaches. The whole team
is full of very hardworking girls, and very
competitive ones too!” These freshmen
have truly stepped up to their roles, as
second singles Lauren Sun has a record of
11-2, and first doubles Shubhi Upadhyay
and Shriya Upadhyay are undefeated.
The team stunned the rest of the
competition when a total of six players
advanced to the final round of GMCs.
Second doubles Siddhika Deshmukh (12) and
Sanjana Chitnis (9), second singles Lauren

Sun, third singles Vatsala Bahal (11), and
first doubles Shubhi Upadhyay and Shriya
Upadhyay all won gold in the tournament.
This tremendous feat was nothing less than
a well-deserved product of the passion
instilled throughout the entire team.
During GMCs, the team faced some
very tough teams, notably South Brunswick
and East Brunswick. Because of this, they
changed their strategy midway through
the tournament to attain more consistency
in their shots and win more individual
matchups. Siddhika Deshmukh reflected
on their strategy, “We were not thinking
about what we did wrong, but what we
could do differently to get us the win.” This
underlying strategy was complemented by
the strong bonds among the entire team
as a whole. “We all truly love each other so
much, and I think that connection really
helps our success,” said Sanjana Chitnis.
The tight camaraderie among the team
and coaches ultimately motivated them
to train harder, preparing for each game
with an unwavering poise and resolve.
Their next obstacle came in the form
of the state sectional tournament. Though
the team made a valiant effort to defeat
their state rival, Ridge High School, they
ultimately were unable to surpass the
quarterfinals. Despite this heartbreaking
loss, the Lady Hawks’ winning streak is
certainly far from over, as the team will
face intense competition for the rest of this
season while looking forward to next year.
With this new batch of freshmen, along
with continual training and improvement,
this young team has nowhere to go but up.

More-inho Problems at Old Trafford
By ABHINAV RAJASEKHAR, senior
WHEN IT COMES to soccer, it is difficult to
name a club more dominant than England’s
Manchester United. It has won the English
Premier League, one of the most challenging
soccer leagues in the world, a record 20 times
and has bred some of the biggest names in the
sport, from Portuguese playmaker, Cristiano
Ronaldo, to England’s elite, David Beckham.
However, even the club’s rich history
cannot deny that its future is in jeopardy.
Manchester United, despite placing
second in the Premier League last year, has
had one of its worst starts to a season in
club history. Following the first five games
of the 2018-19 season, United found
themselves in an undesirable 8th place
out of 20 teams. Although the Red Devils
possess a talented roster, from 20-yearold English rookie Marcus Rashford to
Spanish goalkeeper David De Gea, they
have allowed more goals this season than
they have scored. This surprising downward
trend begs the question: What happened?
The greatest of the problems at
Manchester United stems from its manager,
José Mourinho. After joining United in
2016, much of the blame for the club’s
poor performance since has been directed
at Mourinho. The Portuguese manager
was unable to secure a majority of his
summer transfer targets, which already
placed United at an early disadvantage.
His attack-driven strategy has seemed
to collapse with each passing game,
as he has been unable to effectively
utilize United’s talented attackers—
chiefly, Chilean Alexis Sanchez.
After spending roughly $180
million on the transfer wire,
Mourinho has been unable
to rekindle the striker’s past
success, as Sanchez has only
scored one goal since April of
2018. Since Sanchez had scored an
impressive 31 goals for Arsenal, his
previous club, the lack of productivity

from his supposed star has taken its toll
on the rest of Mourinho’s game plan.
Additionally, Mourinho’s inability to
take criticism has been heavily scrutinized.
This, coupled with his short temper, sharp
tongue, and tendency to blame others, has
created chaos in the organization. Paul
Pogba, one of the most prominent players
on the team, holds a rocky relationship with
Mourinho at best. Recently, the two engaged
in a tense verbal exchange when Mourinho
publicly admonished Pogba’s personal life.
Pogba, a reigning World Cup champion
and an international
celebrity, quickly
fired back, citing
the manager’s
conser vative
tactics as
the club’s
weakness.
The conflict
boiled over,
with Mourinho
stripping Pogba
of his captain
rank, leading
to an

irreparable relationship with his superstar
player. Rumors have arisen over Pogba’s
desire to leave the club after he reportedly
told teammates that Manchester United must
choose between him or Mourinho. Pogba was
not the only player at odds with Mourinho.
This past July, Mourinho infamously
blamed the absence of his forward,
Anthony Martial, for a 4-1 loss against
Liverpool; the Frenchman had remained
in Paris to witness the birth of his son.
Even with the clear tension at Old
Trafford, the other players and Mourinho
have downplayed the drama. In the aftermath
of a team meeting discussing the removal
of Pogba’s captaincy, the players claimed
to be content with the decision. Mourinho
has vehemently
denied

any reports of
a chaotic fallout
inside the locker
room, and he
quickly blamed
these
reports
as
dramatic
overstatements
created
by
the media. In
an interview, he
sarcastically

said, “If it rains in London it is my
fault. A bad Brexit deal is my fault.”
Although United’s dysfunction has
shocked the soccer world, none of
Mourinho’s antics should come as a surprise.
Prior to managing Manchester United,
Mourinho was head of the highly respected
English team: Chelsea F.C. Although
Mourinho’s early stint with Chelsea produced
phenomenal results (placing third in the
2013-14 Premier League season and winning
the 2015-16 season), the season after was a
different story. After losing 9 of 16 games,
Mourinho departed from the club, but the
season had already suffered irreparable
damage. Trying their hardest to recover,
Chelsea was unable to climb the standings
and barely secured a 10th place finish.
Now, history may be repeating itself.
Upon his arrival at Manchester United,
Mourinho had immediate success
with the club. Early on, he
produced a string of notable
triumphs for the club: the EFL
Cup, the Europa League, and
a second place finish in the
2017-18 season. However, the
team’s current dysfunction
has rapidly dampened their
previous success. A growing
number of fans have expressed
their discontent and called for
the termination of Mourinho as
the club manager. Mourinho’s response
to these outcries is perhaps the greatest
proof of his provocative nature, stating,
“[My critics] say I’m in danger. I don’t
think so. They can’t afford to fire me.”
As the European soccer season picks
up, Manchester United is faced with a
difficult decision. On one hand, they can
keep Mourinho and risk producing a season
similar to Chelsea’s disastrous 2015-16 run.
On the other, the team can place its trust
in him and hope that he will lead the team
to success. But until they make their choice,
the Red Devils will ultimately be sweating in
the dangerous fires of their own creation.
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SHREYA NAIR
HHHHH
When I started my SAT journey, I was very unsure and unprepared. Enrolling in
Scholar Tutorials was one of the best decisions that I have made for my SAT
preparations. Dr. Baldev was very supportive and worked with me throughout the
course to overcome my weaknesses and further improve my strengths. He was
very patient and understanding. When I started the program, my SAT score was in
the 1600s, but with his guidance, I surpassed the 2100 mark. I would highly
recommend Scholar Tutorials for anyone who is serious about their SAT
preparations.
ANISHA PATEL
HHHHH
Scholar Tutorials pinpoints each student's weaknesses and adjusts the tutoring to
meet his or her needs. Dr. Baldev has a multitude of resources to help students
master the topics they need help with and offers motivation to those who need it.
In the SAT course, I learned many tricks and tips that helped me increase my score
from 1870 on practice tests to a 2200 on my ﬁrst ofﬁcial test. I took geometry
course in 9th grade and I am currently taking the pre-calculus course, both of
which are immensely helpful. I deﬁnitely recommend going to Scholars for
tutoring.
NAINI BANSAL
HHHHH
I found out about Scholar Tutorials very late in my preparation for the SAT. Yet, that
did not deter Dr. Baldev in pushing me hard to achieve the score that he knew I
could achieve. By the time I had given my 2nd SAT, I had lost hope that my score
could ever cross 2000. But Dr. Baldev continued to make me work hard. In the
end, it was because of his motivation and guidance that I scored 2100 in my 3rd
SAT. If I had known about Scholar Tutorials a little earlier, I am sure I would have
scored even higher. Dr. Baldev focuses on each student's individual needs in each
topic; he focuses on our weakness and provides us with lessons on the topic and
practice from many sources to truly get the topic. I strongly recommend anyone
preparing for the SAT to join Scholar Tutorials before it is too late.
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