
By SUGANDHA BOLLU, sophomore

Parking the PARCC
BY KYLEN BAO & APRIL WANG, seniors

 GOVERNOR PHIL MURPHY vowed on 
his campaign trail last year to remove 
standardized testing from New Jersey 
Schools as soon as he took office. 
 But several delayed votes, voiced concerns, 
and joint legislative panels later, Murphy has 
seen little success in his campaign promise. 
Instead, the Partnership For Assessment 
of Readiness for College and Careers test 
(PARCC) has been changed to the New 
Jersey Student Learning Assessment-

 THE MORE WAYS OUT Improv Troupe 
transformed the JP auditorium into Ancient 
Athens on December 20 with Dr. Seuss’ 
version of A Midsummer Night’s Dream.  
 The young actors creatively combined 
their talents in acting and beautiful artistry 
to perform a Shakespearean Seussification, 
which is a play based on the works of Dr. 
Seuss. The Seussification was supposed to 

 AS THE FINAL WEEK before winter break 
came to a close, students of the JP music 
department gathered in the cafeteria for 
a night of games, music, and awards at 
the Bandboozle dance on December 20.
 Hosted by “Band Enthusiasts Act 
Together,” or B.E.A.T. for short, the 
charity dance consisted of dancing, playing 
popular video and board games, eating 
homemade food, and relaxing with friends. 
All proceeds from the event were donated 
to the VH1 Save the Music Charity 
Foundation, which helps underprivileged 
children participate in music programs. 
 Every year, students from the club 
decide on a central theme for the night to 
revolve around. This year, the theme was 
“Childhood TV Shows.” Artwork from 
Scooby Doo, Tom and Jerry, Spongebob 
Squarepants, and various other beloved TV 
shows was hung up around the cafeteria. 
The DJ also played theme songs from shows 
such as The Fairly OddParents. This year, 
JP alumnus Andrew Chen returned to DJ 
the event. From current popular songs 

SARAH FIDAI

See IMPROV, page 10

By VARENYA MUTNURI, freshman

Edison BOE Meeting
 ON DECEMBER 17, the monthly 
Edison Board of Education meeting 
was held at Edison High School.
The meeting began with a performance 
of  “Jingle Bells” by the Edison High 
School Choir. Jerry Shi, the President of 
the Board of Education, made an opening 
statement introducing the various topics 
that would be discussed during the meeting 
such as curriculum changes, transportation 
efficiency, superintendent qualifications, 
and new elementary school programs.
 To commence the meeting, Shi 
discussed the qualifications to become the 
Edison School District superintendent. 
In response to previous public comments, 
the board reduced the prerequisite 
teaching experience needed to become 
superintendent from five years to three years.
 “I know that you have changed the 
number of years of experience from five 
to three, but I still believe that this limits 
and excludes several incredible people who 
are more than fit for this position. The 
number of years of teaching experience 
should be changed to fit a wider variety 
of people,” resident Mrs. Conway said.  
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Mathematics (NJSLA-M) and the New 
Jersey Student Learning Assessment-English 
Language Arts (NJSLA-ELA) for high school 
standardized testing this coming Spring.
 The PARCC has been administered 
in New Jersey since March 2015, when 
it replaced the High School Proficiency 
Assessment (HSPA), a pencil-and-paper 
based standardized test previously used 
to determine New Jersey high school 
graduation eligibility. Both tests are tailored 
assessments that focus on real-world 
strategies students will need in the future.

 However, the PARCC, typically 
consisting of three ninety-minute unit tests 
for Mathematics and three ninety-minute 
unit tests for English Language Arts for 
high school students, has received heavy 
opposition from teachers, parents, and 
legislators. One of the main problems with 
the PARCC that opponents are quick to 
point out is that it removes hours of valuable 
instructional time from teachers and students. 
 Mr. Urbanovich, an assistant principal at 
JP Stevens, said, “I think that the PARCC 

JP’s More Ways Out Improv Troupe poses before performing a “A Midsummer Night’s Dream.”

Students practice using mathematics skills to solve problems on their MacBooks in preparation for the NJSLA.

be an entertaining way to promote JP’s 
production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
on JP Day; however, JP Day was cancelled. 
Instead, Mrs. Rich, the theater director, 
arranged for her students to perform 
during the improv show. The purpose 
of the show was to raise money for the 
students to enter the Governor’s Award 
Competition hosted by the Speech and 
Theater Association of New Jersey (STANJ).

By ABHISHEK TARUVAI, senior

See BANDBOOZLE, page 11
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 WITH THE DEMOCRATS now in control of 
the House, the threat of impeachment has 
become very real for President Trump. He 
has enjoyed a Republican majority in both 
the House of Representatives and Senate for 
the past two years of his presidency. Despite 
the fact that the Blue Wave predictions 
for this election cycle did not come to 
fruition, the Democrats did walk away with 
major gains in the House. The Democrats 
now have the power to control President 
Donald Trump’s future in the Oval Office. 
Trump is about to enter a new era of his 
presidency—but one question still looms 
over the heads of many political minds on 
the hill: will the Democrats be the ones to 
take the first steps toward impeachment?
 There are many misconceptions 
surrounding the process of impeachment. 
Several have come to believe that if the 
majority party in control of Congress is not 
in favor of the president’s values, they can 
impeach the president. This is a completely 
false narrative, which is propagated only to 
spread fear among the American people. 
The process of impeachment is very slow 
and deliberate, and it could take years before 
anything comes of it. President Trump’s first 
term in office could very well end before any 
conclusive findings are brought forward. 
But it is still imperative that the Democrats 
seriously consider beginning the process, 
especially considering how much information 
regarding the criminal acts committed by the 
Trump campaign prior to the election has 
been brought to light by the Mueller probe.

 With widespread “fake news” circulating 
mass media regarding the impeachment 
process, it is a good idea to look at what 
exactly has changed in the government 
over the last couple of years to give 
the Democrats this opportunity. The 
impeachment process begins in the House 
Judiciary Committee, where the articles 
for impeachment are drafted. This is 
where the Democrats get their first major 
advantage, as whoever controls the House 
of Representatives becomes responsible 
for leading the committees as well. Since 
the Democrats are now in control of 
House, they are also in control of the 
House Judiciary Committee. This is the 
Democrats’ opportunity to interview 
people who are working under President 
Trump in order to ensure that the values of 
the United States are upheld. Over the past 
two years, the Republicans in charge of the 
House Judiciary Committee have largely 
neglected Jerrold Nadler, head of the House 
Judiciary Committee, who has already told 
reporters that calling on Acting Attorney 
General Matthew Whitaker as a witness 
is his top priority. Such an action would 
undoubtedly be a drastic step and a far cry 
from the previous two years of no oversight. 
 Washington has become very partisan 
over the course of the last few years, and 
many argue that bringing up articles 
of impeachment will only make the 
partisanship worse. Gridlock is evidently 
not the way to run a country, and the fear 
of Republicans not agreeing to bills that 
both parties are in support of as a way of 
retaliating against the Democratic Party 

Ripe for ImPEACHment
is very real. The Democrats must decide 
as a party if they value keeping a president 
who very well could be found to be guilty 
of impeachable offenses in place. However,  
impeaching the president is a risk that 
should be taken in order to uphold American 
values. Our government was established on 
principles that protect our nation from the 
sole control of a dictator. But when the 
process put in place to ensure checks and 
balances is not being used, the purpose of 
their existence is completely defeated. The 
power of the president should be overseen 
by Congress, and it is the government’s 
duty to make sure that the president has 
not committed any crimes while in office. 
If the president were to continue to operate 
without any oversight, the entire foundation 
of American democracy would crumble.
 The largest factor in the Democrats 
starting the impeachment process is the 
speed of the Mueller probe. Currently, 
investigators are almost certain that Trump’s 
campaign team has engaged in illicit 
activities prior to the election. But even 
though Mueller has found enough evidence 
to indict multiple members of the Trump 
campaign, it is still unknown if the president 
is involved in this scandal. With several 
senior members involved, the chances that 
the president may have been involved have 
increased, as have the chances that he has 
committed a “high crime” worthy of 
impeachment. And with much more than a 
“smoking gun” proving Trump guilty, it is 
the duty of the House Judiciary Committee 
to initiate the impeachment process—even 
if it does turn out to be unsuccessful.

By ARYAN KHONDE, junior

By SHRAVANI PAMIREDDY, senior

Impeachment’s Implications
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 IT SEEMS THAT the voices of those calling 
for impeachment of President Trump seem 
to grow louder and louder with every day. 
The process of impeachment remains as the 
republic’s safeguard to prevent corruption 
at the highest levels of government, but is 
it sensible to impeach someone knowing 
that pandemonium that will ensue? This is 
the question that House Democrats must 
answer before pushing for the impeachment 
of President Trump at the conclusion of 
the Mueller Probe. Democrats should be 
fully aware of the fact that the situation at 
hand will only be exacerbated if they seek 
the impeachment of the President. House 
Democrats must look at the bigger 
picture before pursuing the articles 
of impeachment, as they must 
acknowledge that impeachment will 
send our nation into more political chaos. 
 There’s a chance that House 
Democrats could impeach Donald 
Trump, but removing him from 
office remains out of the question 
given the fact that two-thirds 
of the Senate would 
have to approve. 
Impeachment is 
possible, but what 
will impeachment 
accomplish if it brings about no change 
whatsoever? Impeachment will more than 
likely hurt Trump’s critics, as it will only 
rev up support for the President as his base 
will view this as a “liberal coup” conducted 
by Washington insiders seeking to silence 
their voice. Impeachment is not a tool that 
should be used if the public disagrees with 
the president’s political viewpoints or private 
affairs; instead, it should be used to remove 
the president from office only if he or she 
is not reaffirming the voice of the people or 
posing a danger to the freedom of Americans. 
 Let’s say that impeachment was successful 
against the President and that the Senate 
collected enough votes for Trump to be 

thrown out of office. Where does that leave 
us? Are we in a better place politically? To 
put it bluntly, no. The presidency of Mike 
Pence does not offer any brighter prospects 
than does the presidency of Trump. In fact, 
Mike Pence’s ideology offers no major policy 
differences than Trump’s ideology, and it 
could be said that he houses more extreme 
views on issues than Trump. Moreover,  
Pence’s tenure as governor of Indiana has 
done little to i n s p i r e 
confidence in his 
leadership ski l l s . 

During his gubernatorial term, Pence not 
only dismissed a plea by East Chicago 
Mayor Anthony Copeland to address a 
major lead contamination issue, but also 
mishandled an outbreak of HIV and signed 
an unconstitutional anti-abortion bill. 
When he became Trump’s running mate for 
the presidential election, he faced relatively 
low approval ratings as well. Democrats 
should not rush to impeach Trump when 
Pence is the next possible candidate.
 But perhaps the most important 
consequence of an unsuccessful impeachment 
proceeding remains the fracturing of the 
spirit of bipartisanship. The current state 
of affairs between the Republican and 

Democratic parties is more fragmented than 
it has been in several years, and it stands to 
be broken forever if impeachment occurs. 
Long gone will be the days of reaching 
across the aisle to better the country—
instead, everything will be defined in terms 
of party lines. Republicans will undeniably 
voice their displeasure at Democrats, as they 
will feel as if impeachment is a plot to oust 
their leader. Furthermore, Republicans will 
charge that Democrats are not focused on 
improving policies; rather, they would assert 
that Democrats are only focused on opposing 
Trump at every step. If we are following 
precedence, then the President will actually 
receive a boost in his public opinion—much 
like how Bill Clinton received higher approval 
ratings after the Lewinsky affairs. The public 
will not view this impeachment as a moral 
crusade bent on bringing back the virtue 
of the Oval Office; instead, they will view 
it as a partisan-fueled persecution attempt. 

 An impeachment attempt at a 
current sitting President will send 
shockwaves that will be felt by 
millions and leave a lasting mark 

on American history forever. 
Politically, it would hurt 

our confidence in the 
executive branch, 
as it exposes the 
vulnerability of 

the President to partisan attacks. However, 
the biggest effect will be felt by the 
American economy. Stocks will fall into 
freefall as unfavorable speculation about the 
stability of the United States government 
runs rampant. Consumer spending 
will inevitably decline, as economic 
uncertainty will foster a weakened economy 
that is highly susceptible to volatility. 
 There is certainly a valid point that could 
be made for why President Trump could 
be impeached, but there is no current  
“smoking gun” evidence tying Trump to 
collusion. Given that, it would be in the 
best interest of the nation if the two parties 
focused on issues that affect people daily.
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act as both a “check” and a “safety net,” 
measures that would allow for the regulation 
of expeditions and provide for safety in case 
of an emergency. Whether it be on Earth or 
in outer space, it is time to face the facts: 
humans have the inherent tendency to alter 
and destroy new environments in order 
to fulfill our desires for material riches. 
The Earth itself has been majorly altered 
by humans; what once used to be a planet 
filled with expansive forests and pristine 
bodies of water is now covered in houses, 
buildings, and other man-made creations. 
If we do not want outer space to encounter 
a similar fate, partnerships in the cosmic 
world are essential. In the instance that one 
country’s actions surpass the limitations 
set for what can be performed in space, it 
will then become the responsibility of the 
other countries within the partnership 
to “check” this particular country and 
ensure that everyone abides by the rules 
that define a successful space expedition. 
 This does not mean that countries in 
a collaborative space exploration should 
constantly scrutinize the actions of others—
collaborative space exploration will also 
provide countries a “safety net” on which 
they can depend on while in space in the case 
of any emergencies, such as the failure of a 
space shuttle or the injury of an astronaut. 
In fact, Russia has already exhibited signs of 
such camaraderie. After the Columbia space 
shuttle disaster in 2003, in which the shuttle 
disintegrated upon re-entering Earth’s 
atmosphere and resulted in the death of all 
seven crew members, the American space 
program was grounded for years. In response, 
the Russians sent rockets to the International 
Space Station in order to resupply for 29 
months and for crew rotation for 41 months, 
until American shuttle flights resumed with 
the space shuttle Discovery in 2005. Without 
their efforts, the astronauts inhabiting 
the station would have been stranded and 

 EVERYONE LIKES TO WIN. Whether it’s 
securing the state championships for your 
basketball team or placing first in an art 
contest, there’s something empowering 
about knowing you are the best. But 
what if the same people kept winning 
these competitions each time? Would the 
continuous victories get to their heads? Even 
worse, what if these people obtained their 
successes by putting their competitors down? 
 These exact traits and behaviors are being 
observed in some unexpected subjects: tech 
companies. As technological advancements 
and our dependence on the Internet, 
specifically for e-commerce and information, 
have skyrocketed in the past few decades, 
corporations like Google, Amazon, and 
Facebook have gone from small businesses 
that started in basements and garages to 
multimillion-dollar monopolies. Everyone 
uses Google to look for the nearest gas 
station on a road trip. Everyone uses Amazon 
to order that new laptop. Everyone uses 
Facebook to get the latest news and see what’s 
going on in the world. With almost absolute 
power in their hands, these companies 
have built a digital economic empire; they 
acquire smaller companies one by one and 
control everything from prices to the flow 
of information about their consumers and 
competitors. In other words, such superiority 
and influence over the tech industry and the 
economy have led these companies to engage 
in anticompetitive behavior intended to 
stifle and sacrifice the success of businesses 
with similar products, goals, and intentions 
in order to further their own profit. 
 One of the primary ways that tech giants 

like Google and Facebook have earned so 
much authority in the industry is by buying 
out smaller companies. In the last decade 
alone, Google, Amazon, Apple, Facebook, 
and Microsoft combined have acquired 
more than 500 companies. As soon as a new 
tech startup shows promise, one of these 
companies is quick to add it to its toolbelt. 
Like Pac-Man, these companies swallow up 
smaller corporations as soon as they make a 
name for themselves and pose a threat to the 
profit of the monopoly. As a result, there are 
hardly ever any new competitors introduced 
to the industry, and the same tech giants 
continue to grow, setting their own rules and 
limitations, and doing anything they can to 
keep all the money and power to themselves. 
 Predatory pricing is another method 
that tech companies use to strike out the 
competition. For example, Amazon sets 
its prices at such low levels that other 
competitors cannot sell their regularly 
priced products and are forced out of 
business. Amazon can currently purchase an 
item from a supplier for $15 and sell it for 
$10, reducing prices to a point where the 
supplier barely profits. Therefore, potential 
competition is eliminated not only from 
other retailers, but also from other suppliers.
 Along with having a monopoly on 
products and pricing, tech giants also have 
monopolies on information—both on 
consumers and their competitors. Many 
social media sites like Facebook exploit 
data on consumers’ search histories, 
following lists, and other markers of 
interest. The sites use this information to 
tailor advertisements to every consumer by 
showing them products that they would 
probably purchase. For example, if someone 

Unfair Play
was to follow several Facebook accounts 
regarding home decor and improvement, 
they would probably see advertisements 
from Amazon marketing new bedding 
and furniture or pop-ups from Ikea while 
browsing the Internet. Having this inside 
scoop on information allows companies like 
Amazon and Facebook to work together 
to impose their products on consumers 
and drown out their users’ exposure to 
competing businesses and their products. 
 The control over information works both 
ways; companies can use information to 
their advantage when it comes to both the 
consumer and the competition. To illustrate, 
Amazon’s e-commerce platform, Amazon 
Marketplace, encourages private merchants 
to sell their products on the site, collects 
information about the products, and then 
feeds this information back to Amazon so 
that it can start making similar products 
to outcompete the private merchants who 
originally sold the items. Similarly, Google 
utilizes its search engine to prioritize users’ 
search results according to its own agenda. 
If someone were to look up the address of 
the nearest restaurant, Google would show 
them the directions to the restaurant on 
its own app, Google Maps. This would 
completely eliminate the need for the user 
to rely on a competing third-party site or 
app to get to his or her destination, such 
as Apple Maps or Mapquest. Though most 
people don’t realize the bias and large impact 
this has on the decisions they make as 
consumers, Google and Amazon use tactics 
like these all the time to direct Internet 
users away from any of their competition. 
 It is clear that the authority that tech giants 
have over consumers and the economy is 

By SHRUTHI RAJARAMAN,  junior

 SCIENTISTS HAVE been working 
relentlessly to uncover the mysteries of the 
cosmic world. In the pursuit of answers 
to such questions about outer space, the 
United States has taken it upon itself to 
conduct space explorations in order to 
gather research that will aid in revealing 
some, if not all, of the secrets of the 
universe. Further collaboration amongst 
countries in these space explorations 
might become possible in the future with 
a country whose accomplishments in 
space date back further than those of the 
United States: Russia. Recently, Russia 
has tried to form a partnership with the 
United States for the sole purpose of space 
exploration, therefore possibly shaping a 
new relationship between the two countries, 
one devoid of any tension or conflict. 
With the potential dangers embedded into 
the future of space missions, it is critical 
that space exploration is pursued through 
collaboration between countries such as 
Russia and the United States in order to 
ensure the success of research in outer space. 
 When an individual student works on a 
project, he or she has only a limited number 
of ideas at their disposal. In contrast, 
collaboration between students on a group 
project creates a pool of ideas that can be 
used to solve the task at hand. A similar logic 
applies to a partnership between countries 
when it comes to space exploration: if more 
countries are faced with the same task of 
unraveling the mysteries of space, then 
there will be a larger pool of proposed ideas 
to fulfill the task. As a result, a partnership 
in space exploration will allow nations to 
become exposed to ideas of other countries, 
and the collaborating nations will be able to 
make larger advances than they would alone. 
 More importantly, a partnership between 
countries in the exploration of space can 

in danger, and the important scientific 
experiments performed on the station 
would not have been able to continue. A 
permanent partnership in space exploration 
ensures the presence of a “safety net” all the 
time; after all, no one can ever tell when a 
flaw or emergency will unexpectedly appear.
 If collaborative space missions were to 
be decided upon for the future, the main 
benefit that would come out of them 
would be something that particularly the 
United States and Russia have not seen 
in decades: less competition and more 
friendship. Working together fosters positive 
relationships, and collaborative space 
exploration amongst different countries of 
the world proves as no exception to the rule. 
With events such as the wars taking place 
in Syria and Ukraine and the controversies 
concerning election interference, such 
positive relationships have had not even 
the slightest chance of sprouting otherwise. 
In fact, a recent controversy between 
the countries, which stemmed from an 
accusation made by the Russian space agency 
director Dmitry Rogozin. Rogozin that the 
United States deliberately drilled a hole 
into the International Space Station as an 
act of sabotage, has only increased tensions. 
However, a future filled with collaborative 
space explorations would force countries 
to work together to achieve the same goal. 
This teamwork would pay off in the long 
run as the countries within the partnership 
get increasingly familiar with each other, 
ultimately shaping a long-lasting peace that 
is devoid of any intense competition—
competition that, if present, could become a 
major detriment to the cosmic environment.
 A future filled with collaborative space 
missions will only serve as a benefit to both the 
space program as well as the countries within 
the partnership. There still remain millions 
of unanswered questions, floating within 
the depths of a world beyond imagination, a 

universe of galaxies, planets, and unexplored 
terrain. It is up to our country to direct 
efforts into answering these questions and 
solving these puzzles, something that can 
only be completed efficiently through space 
exploration partnerships. As of now, we can 
only hope that the United States accepts 
Russia’s proposal to set out on collaborative 
space missions, thereby fostering a lasting 
friendship between the two countries. 
Success in this pursuit will bring humans 
one step closer to a better future not 
only in space—but on Earth as well.

By SIYA SCINDIA, junior 

Cosmic Collaboration
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spiraling out of control. However, why hasn’t 
the government taken action to restrict the 
actions of these tech giants? The reality is that 
the misuse of power by these companies is 
left unchecked due to our antitrust laws. We 
currently have three major antitrust laws in 
place: the Sherman Act of 1890, the Federal 
Trade Commission Act of 1914, and the 
Clayton Act of 1914 —all of which were put 
in place to regulate standard oil and railroads. 
 But our laws need to change to fit the 
times. Most of these antitrust laws refer to an 
outdated definition of what it means to be 
anticompetitive. Since their establishment, 
these acts have been interpreted by the legal 
system as protection for consumer welfare, 
which, until recently, has meant low pricing 
in the eyes of the government. If companies 
show that their behaviors continue to make 
their products affordable, they are approved 
to act on their own desires in the marketplace. 
But in today’s world, consumer welfare 
doesn’t just equate to the availability of 
cheaper products; it means providing 
consumers with a variety of product options. 
The monopolies created by big tech 
companies have prevented just that. Amazon, 
Google, Facebook, and other large 
corporations have adapted the market 
according to their own needs to gain an 
unfair edge on their competition by rapidly 
acquiring new startups, unfairly pricing 
products, and exploiting consumer data. It’s 
time that antitrust regulations limit the use 
of these tactics to reflect the new definition 
of consumer welfare and create a healthier, 
more diverse marketplace—especially as 
modern technology and the Internet make it 
easier than ever to indulge in their own 
anticompetitive behavior in our economy. 



Meanwhile, the cost of charging an electric 
car is only 12 cents per kilowatt-hour, and 
the total cost of charging an electric car is 
only $2.64. Evidently, electric cars will be 
very cost-efficient once they become the car 
of choice in the nation. However, during the 
transition from gas-powered to electric cars, 
the cost-saving benefits of the hybrid car 
may not be immediately visible. Technology 
expert Keith Pullen, professor of energy 
systems at the University of London, says that 
“there would have to be major changes” for 
the hybrid car to serve a practical purpose in 
the future. Despite the fact that we will have 
to spend money in the shift to electric cars, 
it will be cheaper to use electric cars in the 
long run, which greatly outweighs 
the temporary expenses. 

 Furthermore, oil wars have recently 
grabbed the attention of the world as it is 
becoming increasingly dependent on oil. 
The boom of oil in the twentieth century has 
had a significant global impact, and many 
of the world’s leading nations, including 
France, Britain, and the United States, are 
fighting over this valuable resource. Oil has 
catalyzed tensions with our neighboring 
countries, and it is frequently used against us 
in the field of politics. In 2003, in response 
to terrorism and the nation’s need for oil, the 
United States invaded Iraq, and the conflict 
continued on for another decade. Oil has and 
will continue to foster belligerence among 
nations, as aggressors can easily strike behind-
the-scenes deals and evade justice by offering 
oil wells to other nations, and such oil wars 
only serve to increase hostilities between 

 THIS COMING APRIL, students and 
teachers will notice some changes when they 
sit down to take their standardized tests. 
 The Partnership For Assessment of 
Readiness for College and Careers test 
(PARCC), considered by many educational 
experts to be unhelpful, outdated, and 
costly, has been rebranded as the New 
Jersey Student Learning Assessment 
Mathematics (NJSLA-M) and English 
Language Arts (NJSLA-ELA) tests. This 
decision comes as a positive development 
in response to criticism regarding the length 
and practicality of standardized testing. 
 From the beginning of PARCC’s 
implementation in 2014, parents, teachers, 
and administrators highlighted the amount 
of instructional time lost to standardized 
testing. But even though the NJSLA is 25% 
shorter than the PARCC, students are still 
spending an exceptional amount of time—
6 hours alone—on completing both the 
NJSLA-M and NJSLA-ELA. Moreover, this 
time does not include the time it takes to set 
up the exam in the days leading up to the 
testing week, make-up exams, or technical 
difficulties which are bound to occur. 
For some students, this can take several 
additional periods of class time that can leave 
them struggling to catch up with their own 
classes. And if they are already struggling to 

keep up in class, standardized tests such as 
the NJSLA can set them back even further.
 But it’s not only students that can fall 
behind in their studies—in the crucial 
weeks leading up to AP exams, teachers lose 
valuable class time to standardized testing 
that needs to be spent on review sessions and 
practice problems. As teachers adjust their 
schedule to accommodate to the testing 
times, they are forced to cover some of 
their hardest course material with less time 
than they would have liked to spend on it. 
Consequently, they are forced to spend less 
time on lesson plans and may not be able to 
give enough individual attention to students 
who are struggling with difficult concepts. 6 
hours of lost instructional time also places 
an immense amount of stress on teachers in 
the weeks following the NJSLA, as they are 
forced to continue their course momentum 
despite the disruption, juggle make-up 
assignments for students taking make-up 
NJSLA exams, and accomplish the impossible 
task of teaching more material in less time.
 Aside from losing valuable instructional 
time, teachers also face the pressure of 
“teaching to the test.” While standardized 
test results have a minimal effect on teacher 
evaluations at JP, other school districts 
place a heavy emphasis on standardized test 
results when evaluating their own teachers. 
As standardized test results are released in 
the fall, administrators and teachers analyze 

Is Standardized Testing the Right Answer?
their results and compare them with other 
schools across the state to see how their 
students compare. For some teachers, 
they may stop trying to implement new 
teaching methods in the classroom if they 
feel pressured by evaluations that are based 
on student performance. With a limited 
amount of time before testing, teachers 
may feel obliged to stick to tested, bland 
teaching methods that come at the cost of 
creativity, self-inquiry, and risk-taking that 
comes hand-in-hand with student learning.  
 By testing students to measure their 
knowledge, the NJSLA is ironically 
detracting from its own purpose—to help 
students learn. The purpose of learning—
to understand concepts and apply skills 
to real-world scenarios by collaborating 
with peers and teachers—is significantly 
compromised by the NJSLA, as it inhibits 
students and teachers from achieving 
these same goals in the classroom.  
 Rather than rely on standardized testing as 
a reliable form of gauging student progress, 
we believe that schools across the state 
should consider adopting “portfolio-based 
assessment”—a new approach commonly 
utilized in the UK that encourages students 
to reflect on their work throughout the 
school year. During the school year, students 
and teachers would work together on a 
portfolio that contains their strongest work 
in all of the classes that they are taking. At 

By JASON WANG,  sophomore

 PRESIDENT TRUMP has made it quite clear 
that he is an opponent of environmentalism. 
In addition to denying climate change, 
dictating policies against the EPA, and 
ignoring scientists’ warnings about global 
warming, he is now threatening to kill off 
the electric car. Recently, General Motors 
(GM) requested tax credit for electric 
vehicles which would allow for a tax 
incentive for buyers that would keep GM’s 
cars cheaper than those of other companies. 
Because President Trump and other 
Republicans believe this proposal to be a 
waste of taxpayer money, Trump reacted by 
announcing on November 27, 2018 that 
he was going to “cut all General Motors 
subsidies, including electric cars.” 
 Proponents of Trump’s ideas 
argue against the electric car 
by contending that it is 
expensive, unnecessary, 
and ineffective. 
However, this is not 
true. Electric cars 
will replace gas-
run cars as soon 
as they are 
commercially 
viable, as taxpayers 
will save gas money. 
Electric cars are also more 
advanced, efficient, and environmentally-
friendly than gasoline-powered cars. 
 The cost of using electric cars when 
compared to gas-run cars makes owning 
an electric car even more appealing. Politico 
Magazine writes that “U.S. taxpayers lose 
more money from tax breaks for fossil 
fuels than they spend on subsidies for 
alternatives.” Undoubtedly, electric cars save 
taxpayers money. The arguments of those 
who contend that the electricity bill would 
increase if electricity is used to charge a car are 
valid; however, research shows that the cost 
of charging a car is lower than the average 
cost of gasoline. As of now, each gallon of 
gasoline costs over two dollars, and small 
cars already hold at least twelve gallons of 
gasoline, causing the cost of filling the tank 
of even a small gas-powered car over $24. 

two already different nations. On the other 
hand, if we make the transition to electric 
cars, despite the fact that our demand for oil 
will not evaporate overnight, our need for it 
will decrease substantially. The use of electric 
cars will facilitate in making the shift from 
an unsustainable to a sustainable economy, 
and an increased usage of electric cars will 
help relieve tensions with other countries.
 Some continue to assert that electric 
cars are not needed because the Earth has 
plenty more oil, but according to NASDAQ 
(National Association of Securities Dealers 
Automated Quotations), we have already 
burned through more than half of our oil, 

and there is now only enough oil left to 
sustain us for another 53 years at the speed 
with which we are currently consuming 
oil. If we do not eventually make the shift 
from gasoline-run cars to electric cars, we 
will be frequently embroiled in conflicts 
over oil as it becomes scarcer as the size of 
our population continues to increase. By 
the time that it is impossible to deny the 
shortage of oil, we will have wasted not only 
time, but also relationships, human life, and 
the Earth’s natural resources themselves. 
 Besides being substantially more eco-
friendly and easier to maintain than gas-run 
cars, electric cars are also of significantly 
higher quality than most other cars. Those 
who argue that the battery of the electric 
car is too limited or that it takes too long 
to charge are misinformed. In fact, electric 
cars are more than four times as efficient 
than gasoline cars, and that is far from the 
extent of their benefits. Cars from Tesla 

use only a third of the energy compared 
to most cars, and Motor1.com states that 
“the closest non-Tesla contender is […] 
Chevy Bolt EV […] Run for 238 miles per 
charge.” Electric cars, unlike gasoline cars, 
do not need gasoline to run, as they rely 
mainly on renewable energy. Moreover, it 
takes as little as fifteen minutes for them 
to charge. According to CNN Business, 
electric cars are “10 times quicker than the 
rapid chargers that are currently widely 
available.” As advances in science arrive with 
increasing rapidity and make technology 
more cutting-edge, electric cars would only 
improve. Electric cars are evidently efficient, 
conservative, and easy to maintain. No other 
kind of car can boast the same complexity. 

 Humanity has a knack 
for invention, and the 

electric car is the next 
“big thing.” It saves 

money, decreases 
conflicts, and is 
more capable 
than other cars. 
Despite the risks 
and temporary 

d r a w b a c k s 
that come with 
any change, 
the switch to 

electric cars is a risk well worth taking. 
Ultimately, it is far better to take logical 
and worthwhile risks than to never try 
because of fear and temporary drawbacks.
Without the exploration of new technologies, 
we can never move forward. When Henry 
Ford invented the first car in the technological 
revolution, some people criticized it as 
dangerous, unrealistic, and stupid. Some 
jeered at it for its simple design, but they 
were quickly silenced as it gained prestige 
over time. Similarly, although electric cars 
are not as widely used currently, they hold 
great promise for us, and also for the planet. 
 It is common for us to forget that the 
Earth was here before us and that we should 
take care of it while we are here. By 
conserving the environment and using 
electric cars, we are not only protecting our 
planet, but also improving the air quality for 
ourselves and helping future generations. 

By THE EDITORS-IN-CHIEF

Driving to the Future
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the end of each semester, the teacher and 
the student would analyze the student’s 
own work and determine how well he/
she was progressing, and devise a plan on 
how to improve on his/her weaknesses in 
the next semester. To determine how well 
specific teachers apply district guidelines, 
several random portfolio samples with 
teacher comments are randomly selected by 
government education officials and reviewed.
 By reflecting on their selected works, 
students are able to think about not only 
the material that they have learned, but 
also about their own learning methods 
and what they can do to improve. This 
approach places more emphasis on the 
pursuit of knowledge and personal growth 
in the classroom, pushing administrators to 
invest in developing teachers and a positive 
atmosphere in which students can grow free 
of the expectations set by a singular test.
 While the debate continues in the 
Department of Education surrounding 
the role of standardized testing in our 
education system, one thing remains 
clear—we need to emphasize improvement, 
progress, and critical thinking rather than 
numbers and quantitative performances 
as values that encourage learning. We can’t 
teach to the test; we need to identify our 
strengths, build on our weaknesses, and 
challenge ourselves to learn more. Because 
after all, isn’t that what school is all about?



assignments. By preventing students from 
being able to engage in activities besides 
academics, they are unable to learn real-life 
skills. AP classes give students little time to 
get up and move, as they are stuck staring 
at their computer screens for numerous 
hours of the day and night. It is essential 

to create a balance between academics 
and students’ personal lives.
  Although most students willing 

to take AP classes are self-driven 
and motivated to succeed in 
these highly competitive 
atmospheres, they also often 

feel that the mental 
burden 

of maintaining h i g h 
grades can be too much 

to overcome. The 
large amount of 
work correlates to 

high stress levels that 
are found in most high school students, 
due to the stress of completing all the 
assignments on time. According to a recent 
survey conducted by After School, about 
45% of students reported feeling stressed, 
in part by the increased work and the lack 
of time necessary to complete it all. The 
pressure created by parents to get good 
grades and maintain their positions in high-
level classes also adds to the stress, which can 

AP Overload
By ANIKA PEMMARAJU, junior

 AS OUR HIGH SCHOOL experience 
progresses, the commonalities of high school 
remain the same: grades, extracurriculars, 
friends, SATs, and, of course, AP classes. 
Advanced Placement curriculum, created by 
College Board, aims to provide high school 
students the opportunity to learn at a college 
level and receive college credits. About 16 
AP classes are provided at JP Stevens, filling 
the schedules of many students—and that’s 
not including the students who choose to 
take the AP exam without first taking the 
class. The competitive nature of college 
acceptances has fostered an environment 
in which students are forced to take several 
high-level classes in order to stay competitive. 
However, many students in today’s 
society go overboard, unreasonably 
overloading their schedules with as 
many AP classes as possible to prove 
themselves to their prospective colleges. 
 While a rigorous courseload can seem 
appealing to some colleges, taking these 
high-level classes does not reap any other 
benefits to students besides potentially 
allowing students to score well on the AP 
exam. A student’s main focus when taking 
these classes is to memorize the information 
necessary to receive good grades and move 
to the next class—a mindless memorization 
task which will not help in the long run. 
Students routinely forget the majority of 
information that they have learned once 
they leave the class, which defeats the 
purpose of learning altogether. The rigorous 
cycle of AP classes forces students to forget 
about the learning aspect of school and 
focus more on memorization. The need to 
stay competitive among other high ranking 
students also pushes students to take more 
AP classes. At JP Stevens, students have the 
ability to take at least one AP class starting 
sophomore year, which increases as they 
pass through junior and senior year. As 
everyone around seems to be enrolled in 
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numerous AP classes, students feel stressful, 
obligated to enroll in as many as they can. 
Schools should work to limit the number of 
AP classes that students are allowed to take, 
allowing students to take only necessary 
courses that they believe will be useful for 
the profession that they choose to pursue. 
 The tedious workload that comes with AP 
classes also impedes students’ time that 
could be spent on other activities. 
According to a New York 
University study, 
about 

48% of students 
surveyed reported receiving at least three 
hours of homework on a daily basis. This 
time could be invested elsewhere, such as 
on extracurriculars or community service, 
which can teach a student valuable lessons 
about responsibility and perseverance, and 
are also major factors that colleges consider 
when looking through applications. 
However, students have fewer hours to 
participate in these activities because 
they are busy completing their AP class 

 A FEDERAL APPEALS court recently blocked 
construction of portions of the Atlantic 
Coast Pipeline (ACP), concluding that the 
decision to construct the ACP violated the 
National Forest Management Act and the 
National Environmental Policy Act. While 
challengers of the court’s decision contend 
that the ACP would support jobs, lower 
the cost of energy, and allow public utilities 
to serve the citizens’ basic energy needs, in 
truth, the construction of the ACP would 
have adverse effects on the environment 
such as air and water contamination. 
 The multibillion-dollar Atlantic Coast 
Pipeline project by power company 
Dominion is advertised as an energy provider, 
job creator, and economic game changer. It 
was planned to run through three states (West 
Virginia, Virginia, and North Carolina) 
as well as parts of the George Washington 
National Forest and the Appalachian Trail. 
 However, one of the most pressing 
concerns surrounding the pipeline’s 
construction is the risk of contaminating 
drinking water. According to the Natural 
Resources Defense Council (NRDC), the 
pipeline endangers 326 different bodies of 
water and 468 acres of wetland in North 
Carolina alone. Public safety should be 
the first priority of all companies trying 
to construct a major project. But instead 
of going through the legal procedures, 
Dominion is taking the easy way out by 
dumping toxins such as arsenic, chromium, 
lead, and other heavy metals into bodies of 
water without thinking of the environment. 

The drinking water, which affects millions of 
residents, will be contaminated with millions 
of dollars’ worth of damage from toxins—
just so the company can turn a profit. But 
this isn’t just one isolated incident. CBS 
reported heightened levels of arsenic and 
radium in Dominion plants located in 
Virginia, North Carolina, Washington, 
and Alaska. Another instance involves 
Dominion’s harmful usage of drilling fluids 
for construction. And according to the ACP’s 
own federal filings, if the spill “occurs in a 
waterbody it will be more difficult to contain 
because the fluid will be dispersed into the 
water and carried downstream.” Dominion 
has had multiple incidents when it comes to 
polluting potable water, and the company 
clearly should not be allowed to move 
forward with the Atlantic Coast Pipeline 
project as their track record on three other 
pipelines has already caused contamination 
to another dozen freshwater streams.
 Furthermore, not only will our water 
be negatively affected, but our air quality 
will also considerably worsen. Compressor 
stations help the gas move farther through 
the pipeline, but, conversely, can also 
emit harmful pollutants such as nitrogen 
dioxide, carbon dioxide, volatile organic 
compounds, and formaldehyde. These 
chemicals can cause cancers, cardiovascular 
diseases, and many more illnesses, and 
will only become more prevalent in the 
air in the future. As a matter of fact, the 
Oil Change International  Organization 
(OCIO) estimates that the ACP would 
create 68 million metric tons of pollution, 
equivalent to the pollution produced by 20 

coal plants or 14 million vehicles in a year.   
 Additionally, groundwater is put at risk 
because the materials traveling through 
the pipes can leak and poison our drinking 
water supply. The drills used to create holes 
in the earth are not ideal for sensitive areas, 
and their casualties include not only the 
groundwater, but also endangered species. 
The North Carolina’s Atlantic and Shortnose 
sturgeon and commercially important 
striped bass will lose their habitats due to 
the construction of the pipeline. With a 
thick slab of metal running through nursery 
areas, all aquatic life will suffer—even 
species that are not currently endangered.
 Although Dominion claims that the 
construction of the ACP will be beneficial, 
studies have shown that it is unnecessary and 
that there are better, cleaner options. The 
money spent on maintaining the pipeline 
after construction is estimated to be 65 
million dollars; however, the NRDC states 
that this money “could instead save consumers 
up to 2.8 million megawatt-hours a year by 
expanding energy efficiency in the region, 
such as installing more efficient lighting 
and appliances, eliminating drafts and leaks, 
and supporting more efficient building 
construction.” Instead of wasting money on 
this project,  we could be using these funds to 
power about 400,000 homes with wind and 
solar power. Dominion also claims that gas 
prices in North Carolina will drop with the 
construction of the new pipeline. However, 
the company did not provide any supporting 
factual evidence, and merely jumped to 
the conclusion that the creation of a new 
pipeline will actually decrease gas prices.

 Furthermore, although advertised as a 
job creator, there are doubts that Dominion 
would help struggling citizens living near 
the pipeline by offering a much-needed 
source of jobs. But instead of making small 
improvements to the several existing pipelines 
in North Carolina that are in dire need of 
repair, Dominion is choosing to advocate for 
the construction of a new multibillion-dollar 
pipeline. Why would they do this? The 
answer, of course, is money. A new report 
by Oil Change International, Public Citizen, 
and the Sierra Club shows that Dominion 
will receive a 15% rate of return from the 
ACP. Consequently, this means that the 
more money Dominion pours into the 
pipeline, the more profit the developers turn. 
 Thus, it is clear that Dominion should 
not be allowed to start construction on 
the ACP, as their proposed plans will only 
contaminate water, decrease air quality, 
threaten wildlife, and endanger the health 
of citizens. As of now, a pipeline is not 
being constructed in New Jersey, but 
Dominion may choose to interfere soon. 
With the contamination of our drinking 
water, oil and water finally will mix.
 We need to call upon representatives 
and members of our government to design 
environmentally-friendly regulations that 
protect our environment before Dominion 
interferes, or we may also be in danger of 
breathing in intoxicated air and drinking 
contaminated water. In an age of political 
activism and environmentalism, it is 
important to block the ACP’s construction, 
especially because of the increasing threats 
to our environment and the Earth’s future.  

Oil and Water Don’t Mix
By ADAM D’SOUZA, freshman

be detrimental to students’ mental health. 
Instead of creating unnecessary stress and 
hindering student’s health, AP classes should 
be geared toward preparing students for 
college and the career they wish to pursue.
 Several contend that it is not the school’s 
responsibility to make sure students are not 
overworked, as the decision to register for AP 
classes is up to the student. However, it is the 
school’s responsibility to make sure students 
are safe and on a path to success. By allowing 
students to take as many AP classes as they 
choose to and have the necessary prerequisites 
for, schools are encouraging their students to 
take an overburdening number of AP classes. 
As a result, the challenging and intense 
workload of AP classes has a negative effect 
on students’ performance in school and 
is oftentimes detrimental to their mental 
health. It is the school’s responsibility to 
ensure students maintain a healthy lifestyle 
while still learning skills necessary in the 
future, and the excess of available AP classes 
is impeding students’ ability to do so. By 

limiting the number of high-level classes 
that students are allowed to take, we 
can encourage a learning atmosphere 

that caters more to personal growth than 
a material sense of academic achievement.  

 Even though AP classes provide a route to 
high-level college classes from the start, the 
number of credits students receive for AP 
classes varies from university to university. 
Despite the CollegeBoard’s claims that AP 
courses can place students out of several 
college courses, some universities do not 
even accept AP credits at all. The stress and 
pressure students put themselves under in 
order to meet the requirements of AP classes 
may not lead to any success in their futures. 
The added stress and workload have a negative 
effect on students’ health and is detrimental 
in the long run as well. While AP classes 
may look good on a college application, they 
do not teach real-world skills and hinder 
the positivity of the learning environment 
that schools are supposed to foster. 





the bathroom in tweets, on talk shows, or 
during presidential briefings. Ramp up 
the anti-outhouse movement after the first 
few months by adamantly calling for the 

imprisonment of 
any such persons who use the potty—
soon enough, society will no longer see it 
acceptable to leave a story in the lavatory. 
Following this change, the laws of nature 
will eventually follow societal expectations, 

You Know You Go to JP When…

By NATHANIEL MUMAU, senior

 LAST SUMMER, I realized one of my 
greatest flaws: the need to use the bathroom. 
As I sat on the johnny-on-the-spot, I 
realized that my time on the porcelain 
throne was for naught. Why stall for time 
when I had more important matters to 
attend to? Timely waste deposits are a 
waste of time, and I am here to drain your 
life of this gloom before you are doomed.
 What is rain but a liquid? What are liquids 
but the enemy of dehydration? What is 
hydration but the friend of bathroom breaks? 
What are bathroom breaks but the enemy 
of all human progress and innovation? As all 
great inventors once said, “the enemy of the 
opposite of the enemy of the friend of the…
wait I’m confused.” You know what you 
must do: stop drinking liquids. Hydration 
will become a distant memory, as will those 
pesky bathroom breaks. Stop eating food, 
too. No input, no output. No lemons, no 
lemonade. Life can give you those lemons, 
but if you refuse to drink the lemonade, then 
you will have bested life at its own game.  
 But for some strange reason, you might 
like the feeling of not starving to death. 
While you are pathetic, I’ll admit that even 
I slip up sometimes and swallow my own 
saliva. To solve this problem, you need to 
fix your “you” problem by making it into an 
“everyone else” problem. Raise your social 
standing, either through doing something 
mildly entertaining on social media or 
actually working hard to become successful. 
Once you find yourself in such a position, 
casually mention how lame it is to go to 

(as they have done for millions of years) 
and the porcelain throne will be promptly 
and properly thrown out of our lives. 
 But maybe you’re the quiet type. For 
example, the kind that doesn’t want to be 
responsible for the upheaval of millennia of 

societal norms. That’s perfectly fine—
but in the fight against bathroom 
breaks, you will have to break out 
the heavy-duty artillery: theoretical 
physics. Following Stephen 
Hawking’s death, it was revealed that 
the man had figuratively and literally 
sat on the discovery of a lifetime: the 
long-mysterious secret of time travel! 
While the globe may be distracted by 
worthless attempts to stop wars or to 
purchase winning lottery tickets, I 

see the real applications of time travel: saving 
your life from messy rest stops! Every time 
you get the urge to purge, go back to before 
you felt like you had to go to the bathroom. 
Gone are the days of sprinting to the loo 
before a big test. With the handy-dandy 

Portal-Potty, you can simply zap yourself to 
30 seconds before the pressure, and feel just 
that much fresher. Hawking will be turning 
over in his grave (or his urn, but that might 
cause a spill) to congratulate you on your 
breakthrough—as will the rest of the world. 
 For those without years of Ph.D. level 
physics knowledge, less mentally-intensive 
procedures are also available. Perhaps you 
could contact your local chapter of the 
Proper Efficiency Enterprise (PEE). Centers 
like PEE utilize state-of-the-art technology 
to wipe clean years of social pressures and 
inefficient habits to create space for what 
truly matters—an unwavering stance for the 
advocacy of anti-bathroom policies. If you 
exhibit signs of complete loyalty to the Anti-
Bathroom cause, you may be selected to 
continue spreading the message and helping 
others. Regardless of which institution 
you choose to become institutionalized 
by, one thing is for sure—you will 

join the army of selfless patriots 
striving for a better tomorrow.
 Bathroom breaks are 

addictions that we all 
constantly struggle with. No 
one wants this constant weight 
on their shoulders. Yet, day 
after day, we give in to great 

temptation and use the bathroom. 
Break the cycle. Become the most efficient, 
perfect person you can possibly be, and 
oust those outhouses from your life. Your 
mind and body will be freed of burden, 
becoming much more efficient, and what’s 
more important than the comfort of your 
intestines? That’s right, absolutely nothing.

Solving Life’s Greatest Problem 
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…everyone’s favorite brand is Kirkland 
Signature.
…your GPA is higher than your friend 
count.
…the flour babies are dressed better than 
most of the students. 
…you have more fingers than hours of sleep 
per week.
…an AP exam costs more than everything 
you own.
…the word “sweep” is followed by record-
breaking 40-yard sprints.  
…the Gertrude Hawks chocolate bars are 
your only food supply. 
…teachers open the windows in the winter 
because “it’s a little bit stuffy.”
…you’re more competitive while playing 
Kahoot than a sport in gym class.   
…your physics teachers debate over whether 
Die Hard is a Christmas movie. 
…you can use your backpack as a dumbbell. 
…the teachers have more BOTC points than 
the students.
…people type in the letter “p” in the search 
tab and the first link that shows up is 
“parents.edison.k12.nj.us.”
…the Fridays before SAT weekends are the 
emptiest.
…there is a homeroom start time, but when 
it rains, you can show up whenever.
…students expect an A+ in gym just for 
changing.
…the ceiling breaks during gym volleyball 
tournaments.
…you need to check Gmail but you 
instinctively go to Genesis instead.
…there’s a black market for SAT practice 
tests. 
…SAT vs. ACT arguments have torn 
friendships apart.
…the fashion nowadays is CustomInk club 
t-shirts.
…the number of people in the club photo is 
ten times bigger than the number of people 
in the actual club.
…you uphold the six pillars of character until 
your last dying breath...

…or at least you try.
…a classmate compliments the color of 
your calculator.
…everyone looks forward to the buffalo 
chicken paninis at lunch.
…teachers assign homework on the 12th 
that’s due on the 14th.
…MacBooks turn into drawing pads.
…headphones in the hallways become a 
national emergency.
…Gertrude Hawk sales turn a greater profit 
than any other fundraiser.
…Football Heads and Tank Trouble turn 
into study hall tournaments.
…handball reaches Olympic status in gym 
classes.
…it takes 20 minutes to travel the first 15 
miles to school…
…and an additional 20 minutes for the last 
0.15 miles just outside the school.
…the Science Olympiad raffle encourages 
underage gambling.
…when you say “bless you” and no one ever 
says “thank you.”
…people cover up their picture on Genesis 
because they are ashamed.
…college decisions immediately turn into 
the biggest gossip twice a year.
…you “plug in” your variables and 
“substitute” a charger into a wall. 
…students get into heated debates over 
Princeton Review vs. Barron’s.
…some of your fondest memories are 
debating with your friends over who sleeps 
the least.
…people are more loyal to their calculators 
than to their significant others.
…it is 40°F in all the classrooms, but the 
moment passing happens it’s 100°F in the 
hallways.
…everyone suddenly feels ill on Fitness Day.
…you can get a 4/10 on your physics quiz 
but still somehow end up with a B+.
…when homeroom gets extended because 
there’s one snowflake in the air.
…you can see the cologne form a cloud over 
the students coming out of gym.

…Shmoop, Sparknotes, and Cliffnotes are 
JP’s sacred trinity. 
…the mention of a pop quiz spreads faster 
than celebrity gossip.  
…the mention of your college acceptance 
causes wide eyes in your friend circle.
…you live two minutes from school and 
it still takes you 20 minutes to get into the 
parking lot.
…secretly, the hardest class to get an A+ 
in is gym.
…there’s always that one guy who doesn’t 
have a calculator for the math test.
…people request Bollywood music at 
dances.
…nobody goes on summer vacation...
…because of college apps.
…you burn more calories running up and 
down the stairs than in all of gym class.
…there’s a petition to start a varsity cricket 
team.
…people nap during the Math section of 
the PSAT…
…and then complain that they ran out of 
time.
…there’s always that one legend who 
dresses up in the inflatable dinosaur suit 
for Halloween.
...the writing on the bathroom walls brags 
about how much homework got done in 
its stalls...
…you have study guides from seniors who 
graduated six years ago.
…people have longer Duolingo streaks 
than Snapchat streaks.
…we have a Science Olympiad, a Science 
League, and a Science Bowl.
…teachers are tasked with keeping hordes 
of children from breaking into school 
before school starts.
…the only time students want to fit in is 
when they are playing Tetris.
…the music the morning crew plays 
directly influences your mood for the rest 
of the day.
…everyone yawns simultaneously during 
Period 1.

…there’s always that one person who tries 
to finish an essay in the locker room.
…the most out of breath you get is at the 
end of a math test. 
…the school churros are longer than your 
attention span. 
…everybody assumes the sports teams are 
named after the chocolate bars.
...the true identity of John P. Stevens 
remains a mystery to most. 
…you’ve wondered what was actually on the 
third floor at least once.
…Oh Upstairs Bio, Upstairs Bio
Wherefore art thou Upstairs Bio? 
…you don’t hear your name on your 
birthday on the morning announcements 
because they can’t pronounce it.
…you feel like you’re playing bumper cars 
in the hallways.
…people use the locker room New 
Year’s Resolutions to have philosophical 
conversations about life.
...you have a love-hate relationship with 
snow days.
…there’s always that one kid in your class 
who has at least five pencils prepped for the 
math test…
...but won’t lend you any when you ask.
…there’s an exact science as to which 
month you should take the SAT.
…walking through the freezing cold 
becomes normal to get to class on time.
…you feel a deeper connection with the 
people at Sparknotes than with some of 
your classmates.
…there are still egg stains outside from last 
year’s parachute experiment.
…some people have taken more AP exams 
than the number of years they’ve been in 
school.
…you spend more time with your MacBook 
than you do with an actual person.
…clapping spreads like wildfire in the 
cafeteria. 
…Flappy Golf is still a thing.
…whoever wins Class Council elections 
depends on his/her knowledge of memes.

  



 YOU LOG ONTO Genesis for what seems like the hundredth time, shakily dragging your cursor to the “Gradebook” tab. Your 
heart beats rapidly against your chest as you hesitantly press the trackpad, anxiously waiting for the page to finish loading. Your 
palms are sweaty, your knees are weak, and your arms are heavy; you look up and momentarily forget how to breathe until the 
page finally loads. The sight that meets your eyes frightens you to the core. 
 A C. You have a C. Ragged breaths escape your lips as you think of potential justifications to convince yourself (and your 
parents) that it is not as bad as it seems. Perhaps you could mention that everyone in the class did horribly. Or that the guy 
sitting next to you was blowing his nose really loudly for 40 consecutive minutes, and you lost your focus on the Scantron 
bubbles in front of you. But who are you trying to convince? You’ve disappointed yourself. The only hope you have now is to do 
better on the next test. 
 To save your grades, you must train yourself to use the techniques learned in school in your daily life. This way, these 
techniques will become second nature and you will never forget them on a test! One such skill is MLA formatting. You must 
never forget this organizational technique used by academics around the world. Filling out a resume for McDonald’s? Format 
it. Completing your financial statements? Format it. Signing your own death certificate? Format it. Use MLA format so at least 
your documents can be organized, even if your life isn’t. 
 Another method to save your slowly dying grades is by remembering to cite all your sources. Remember Christmas three years 
ago when your Uncle Joe had just recently gotten a divorce for the fifth time and stated “I hate my life” in his sheer misery?  
Well, now, years later, when you repeat the same words when you see your grades, you must remember to cite your source: 
Uncle Joe. Of course, you must abide by the ways of MLA when citing him (last name, page number). For Uncle Joe, instead of 
page number, you may substitute it with his age, as he is not a book (even if he provides a wealth of information). 
 Grammar is key. Without proper punctuation and linguistics, you can say sayonara to straight A’s. Regardless of whether 
you’re doing your homework, browsing the web, or scrolling through social media, maintaining proper grammar is your one-
way ticket to academic paradise. Forget text abbreviations and sentence fragments. “OMG,” “IKR,” and “SMH” should be 
instantly deleted from your dictionary. Instead, speak in words with at least three syllables each, and don’t forget your periods 
and commas when texting someone. The key to sounding intellectually gifted is by expanding your vocabulary and completely 
removing all forms of slang from your mouth. If you use proper grammar, you’ll sound like a proper intellectual—even if you 
may not believe it yourself. 
 Most importantly, you should utilize CSA—claim, support, analysis—in everyday conversations to bolster your arguments 
and better your grades. Arguing with your friends on what the correct answer was on the math homework? Lay out your claim 
and find appropriate evidence to support it. Can’t find evidence? Make it up. Don’t forget your analysis, which is a crucial 
aspect of your stance. Your CSA should be packed with the right amounts of transitional phrases and elaborate explanations to 
support the credibility of your argument. Even if your lunch table is arguing about who should throw out the trash, use CSA to 
help your claim. This is a win-win situation; not only will you never throw out the trash again (because your argument will be 
impeccable) but you will also be able to practice your CSA skills. Regardless of how important the issue is, CSA is a gift that will 
surely improve your grade tenfold. 
 If you use the aforementioned strategies and tactics, your grade will definitely improve. Just watch as your average changes—
even if it is just by 0.2%. After all, improvement is improvement, no matter how small it may seem. 

How to Save Your Grades
By KUSHI PATEL, freshman 

 MOST STUDENTS BEGIN high school blinded with unrealistic expectations of their next four years. 
Movies such as High School Musical portray the idyllic high school with pristine, roomy hallways 
where anyone can backflip and crowd-surf at will—but the only dance moves at JP happen when 
you clutch a 100 on your math test. Similarly, in these movies, everyone is acing all of their classes 
without ever opening their textbooks. But at JP, this couldn’t be further from the truth. Getting 
good grades will take dedication, hard work, and savvy time-management skills. But even though 
our school has almost nothing in common with Hollywood 
High, that might be for the better—after all, Troy Bolton 
and Gabriella Montez never had Gertrude Hawk.

JP Demystified
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Staying Healthy
By ANISHA SAPLE, freshman

 “DID YOU HEAR about her fake extensions?”
 “I think you can definitely beat him for Class President.”
 “Um, this is our table. Why don’t you go sit over there?”
 You try not to pay too much attention to these conversations as they stand between you and the goal: getting to your lunch table.  As 
you glance apprehensively at the hamburger on your plate, you make sure to navigate quickly through the chaos, praying that your clumsy 
self doesn’t bump into the Chick Clique. Out of the corner of your eye, you spot your friend waving frantically at you, and you shoot her a 
reassuring look. You think to yourself, you’ve got this—what’s the worst that can happen? Lost in your thoughts, you fail to notice the Gertrude 
Hawk wrapper someone carelessly tossed on the floor, and before you know what is happening, your hamburger meat is not on your tray 
anymore. A head of perfectly straight brown hair whips you in the face as you see the leader of the Chick Clique standing right in front…
 Pause. This scene might seem all too familiar—not only because you lived it, but because it’s a classic staple of a high school movie. The 
cliques, the polarity of popularity, and the relatable main character—we’ve seen it all before. But JP’s unique; with an overflowing cauldron of 
students and an outbreak of senioritis among sophomores, JP will never be a copy of a classic high school movie.
 Take our hallways into consideration. High School Musical has glistening hallways perfectly structured for coordinated dance numbers and 
popular posses strutting through. On the other hand, we struggle to even walk in the hallways. If we tried conducting a dance number, the 
school would become more chaotic than it is (how is that even possible?) and we’d be crashing into each other nonstop.  And forget about 
singing our hearts out together; we can’t even get students to say the Pledge of Allegiance in unison. Anyways, the only one actually belting out 
quality vocals is Mr. Smith. (Really?)
 Even though these qualities of our school aren’t compatible with the typical high school movie 
scene, there are some underrated parts of high school movies that we might share, right? Wrong. 
Not even detentions can be turned into life-changing experiences at JP. You can never brag about 
the cool, edgy things you did to end up in Saturday detention because everyone knows that you 
ended up there due to one too many tardies, falling asleep in class, or having your earbuds in 
during a sweep. And unlike The Breakfast Club, our library doesn’t have any high ledges for us 
to film dance montages on. In fact, we couldn’t even have montages of us running around the 
empty hallways due to the sheer number of people attending SAT Bootcamp. 
 And did you ever think about how the social hierarchy in these movies would never work? 
According to queen bee Regina George, “On Wednesdays we wear pink.” But how can we 
get everyone to wear pink if every day is pajama day at JP? And no one can even come close 
to ruling the school like Cher Horowitz—you obviously need a sparkly pink flip phone to 
do this!
 As you can see, it is obvious that JP doesn’t share anything in common with a 
Hollywood high school movie. From caring too much about that APUSH test to being 
too tired to dance in the hallways like the students in High School Musical, we will never 
meet these high standards of high school glory. But never fear, we have many things 
that brand us as our own, such as our Gertrude Hawk black market, heavy hallway 
traffic, and our mastery of procrastination—and that’s pretty “fetch.”

Back to the Basics
By ADITI MANI, sophomore

 THE BELL. It’s a sound we all cherish after a long class, a sound we wish could 
ring a little faster. But once it has rung, and everyone rushes out of their classrooms, 
obstacles start to pop up. American Ninja Warrior needs to step aside—nothing can 
compare to students launching themselves from back-to-back classes in the B-wing 
to the Art wing. 
 The hallways are a magical place unlike any other. You see people trip, drop their MacBooks, realize they 
left something in their previous class, and accidentally sneeze on others. It’s almost like a stand-up comedy show—
unless you’re the main star. Accidents and minor injuries riddle the hallways during rush hour. And to help you avoid those, here’s a guide on 
how to navigate the hallways.
 Let’s start with the first situation. You’re on your way upstairs to your next class. There isn’t much space (at all) for two people to walk next 
to each other on the stairs, so you stand in a single-file line behind your friend. The precious five minutes for passing soon tick down to three, 
but the line upstairs doesn’t seem to move. Slowly and steadily, you march onwards—but you feel nauseous. You feel a lingering scent edging 
its way into your nose…oh! You’ve got a nosebleed from all the cologne and perfume that’s clogging up your nostrils. My solution? Jump on 
top of the audience like a rock star and crowd surf your way to biology. You get down the stairs faster, and it gives everyone else the perfect 
arm workout! It’s a win-win. The cons? There is a slight chance that people move around you and let you faceplant to the ground. A faceplant 
would probably lead to a nosebleed anyway—you might as well take the chance and ride the crowd to victory. In a busy intersection, you 
might see people with sleek motorcycles zipping through the parked cars. Most of you might not realize you can zip through the hallways with 
the help of a trusty bicycle. When you have to turn left and there is a horde of people moving in the opposite direction, you can use your trusty 
bike to bob and weave through the crowd. Up ahead, the couple that previously prevented you from squeezing through will not be a problem, 
as you can bike straight through them. With your bike, you will never have to worry about getting to your next class on time. You can also use 
the little bell and passive-aggressively ding people out of your way. 
 A bike may be a nifty addition to your JP toolbelt, but it will not fix every problem that comes your way. It is well known that there is never 
a dearth of disease in the hallways. But that does not have to be a problem any longer  —be unique this marking period and wear a hazmat 
suit!  With the flu spreading like the Black Plague, it’s a disco party for germs during passing. It doesn’t help that the hallways are constantly 
cramped—there are always at least two people in your personal space. There’s also that one kid that always sneezes on everybody in the 
hallways, which is a big no-no. Hazmat suits make these problems a thing of the past, and they also come in a variety of colors (light yellow, 
dark yellow, neon yellow) to help you keep up with the trendiest fashion! 
 Right now, it feels like students at JP have been running through this stretch of our lives forever. Though it may seem as though there isn’t 
any way to change your fellow hallway wanderers, you’ll be glad to know there are ways around these problems. Perhaps you’ll get a kick out of 
bringing a bike to school—or maybe hazmat suits will become the next wave.  



ROHITH NADIMPALLY
The JPS Guitar Ensemble performs “Minuet”  under the direction of Mr. Huaman.

By SHREYA LANKADA, sophomore

Improv Show, contd. 

A Groovy Guitar Concert

 THE JP STEVENS Guitar Ensemble 
held their annual winter concert in 
the auditorium under the direction 
of Mr. Huaman on December 19.  
 After Mr. Huaman gave his initial 
remarks, the concert began with Leonhard 
de Call’s “Minuet,” which contained a 
gentle melody. The Guitar Ensemble then 
continued their concert with a four-part 
suite by John W. Duarte, with featured 
distinguished treble and bass parts. The 
final piece was an orchestral rendition of 
“Yesterday,” a popular song by the Beatles. 
 “The guitar ensemble differs from the 
rest of the ensembles at JP Stevens because 
it only has one instrument,” guitar teacher 
Mr. Huaman reminded the audience. 
“The orchestra and band have cellos and 
violins, but in this group, everyone plays 
different parts with the same instrument.”
 After a brief intermission, Mr. 
Huaman introduced a small ensemble, 
consisting of five orchestra members 
and additional percussionists who 

performed the popular Christmas song 
“Jingle Bell Rock” using electric guitars. 
 The group continued with “Have 
Yourself a Merry Little Christmas” by 
Hugh Martin and John Henry Hopkins, 
which had a soft melody that distinctly 
contrasted with their previous piece. They 
also played another classic Christmas 
carol called “We Three Kings of Orient.” 
 “We’ve been preparing for this since the 
beginning of the school year,” sophomore 
Jessica Grace Sam explained. “All those hours 
of practicing and hard work finally paid off.” 
 For the final segment of the concert, 
each student took their guitar and placed it 
on his or her lap. To the audience’s delight, 
the students played “Little Drummer Boy,” 
alternating between tapping and strumming 
their guitars to create a unique musical effect. 
 “I think the concert went very well,” 
said Mr. Huaman. “While it was a short 
program, it was packed with a lot of great 
pieces from a wide range of styles. We 
have a lot of new members in the group 
and they have definitely stepped up, 
playing technically demanding music.” 

PARCC, contd. 

JPS Got Talent: Alan Hsu 

ALAN HSU
Alan juggles his Chinese yo-yos to the delight of the crowd during JPS Got Talent.

By SHREYA SHIVAKUMAR, sophomore

 THE JP STEVENS Talent Show was 
held on December 16 and featured a 
variety of entertaining performances 
including singing, dancing, and painting.
 Alan Hsu brought his expert Chinese yo-
yo skills to the event, winning first place at 
JPS Got Talent. Hsu started learning Chinese 
yo-yo techniques in the fifth grade, taking 
inspiration from a televised juggling act by 
the Cirque du Soleil. He chose the ancient 
pastime for his performance to share a piece 
of his Chinese heritage with his peers. To 
prepare for the talent show, he rehearsed with 
the diabolo in his backyard. When practicing, 
Hsu made sure that his tricks were accurate 
over 90% of the time before he added music. 
 “I would usually practice until there 
was a maximum average of one drop out 
of ten before being satisfied,” Hsu said. 
 During JPS Got Talent, Hsu began his act 
by swinging the yo-yo around by creating 
and undoing loops. He followed up with 

arm orbits, leg orbits, and integrals, allowing 
the sticks to swing around a free yo-yo. After 
Hsu amazed the audience with “Infinites,” 
where he wrapped and unwrapped the yo-
yo, he completed “Suicides” by tossing 
both sticks and yo-yo upwards, rotating his 
yo-yo 720° before catching it in midair. In 
the second half of his routine, Hsu wielded 
multiple yo-yos to complete a double and 
triple trick that he calls “Feed the Sun.”
 “Basically, I throw one up, do a fancy 
trick below, and throw another one up 
while the first one comes down—and 
then I repeat the process,” Hsu said.
 From his experiences in JPS Got Talent, 
Hsu believes that he has gained valuable 
experience both on and off the stage. He 
thinks that his diligence in practicing for 
JPS Got Talent increased his dexterity with 
the Chinese yo-yo. He credits his high 
energy during the show to the confidence 
he gained from his meticulous preparation.
 “Don’t ever be afraid to show others 
what you are able to do,” Hsu said. 
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 The play begins with the marriage of 
Theseus, the Duke of Athens, and Hippolyta, 
the Queen of the Amazons. Hermia’s father, 
Egeus, wants Hermia to get married to 
Demetrius. But to his chagrin, Hermia loves 
Lysander and elopes with him. They meet 
Helena: a tall, young women of Athens who 
loves Demetrius and cries because Demetrius 
loves Hermia. King Oberon, who is watching 
all of the chaos unfold, decides to help 
Helena by making Demetrius fall in love 
with her. But even more confusion occurs, 
causing both Lysander and Demetrius to fall 
in love with Helena. At the same time, there 
are actors in the woods who are preparing 
a play for the Duke’s marriage, while King 
Oberon seeks revenge on Queen Titania. 
In the end, Lysander marries Hermia, 
Demetrius marries Helena, and the King 
and Queen sort their issues out with love. 
 The JP Theater Company worked 
consistently to show the beauty of love 
through dreams and magic. These actors 
worked hard to bring the Seussification to 
life, creating a student-led performance 
with minimal help from Ms. Rich. The 
directing, acting, set, and lights were 
planned and created by the students. 
 “It’s a lot of fun putting together. I am 
glad we were able to show it to everyone, 
and we worked hard and did a great 
job,” said sophomore Aditya Bhangale. 
 After the Seussification, eight actors put on 
an improv show. Before the show, they met 
up and decided on impromptu games that 
they would participate in on stage. During 
the show, they took suggestions on the 
scenes from the audience and created an act 
based on the suggestions. Some games that 
they played included Superheros, Slideshow, 
Buzz, Pan-Left, Half-life, and Freeze 
Tag. Each game included scenes from the 

audience and revealed the actors’ expertise 
in improv. The actors did an amazing job 
working with the scenes that the audience 
called out, and they created entertaining 
and funny storylines based on the audience’s 
requests. In addition, the audience also 
participated in the games with the actors 
on stage. Mrs. Rich agreed that the “energy 
was high, the actors worked beautifully 
together, and the audience was wonderful.”
 “I love doing improv. It’s a way to get rid 
of stress. A lot of people underestimate its 
value, but it really is fun,” said sophomore 
Josh Bonito, an improv actor. The More 
Ways Out Improv Troupe loved performing 
scenes for the audience and thinking on 
their feet to come up with something 
quickly. By collaborating to create plot 
and storylines quickly, they made improv 
look easy and effortless. The actors agree 
that they are one enormous family. 
 “Life is improv because you don’t know 
what will happen next and is also a higher 
level of art,” said Ms. Rich. “Similarly, 
the actors don’t know what will happen 
next, and they have to improvise to give 
the audience an amazing performance.” 
Mrs. Rich also concurs that improv 
can make someone comfortable with 
being in an uncomfortable situation. 
 “The More Ways out Improv Troupe 
focuses on creating scenes based off of 
a list of games that have accumulated 
throughout the years from previous troupe 
members,” said senior troupe member 
Hemani Patel. “We create amazing and 
joyful games that many enjoy at our improv 
club and shows. We have always encouraged 
everyone to come and have lots of fun.”
 Overall, the Improv Show was a 
manifestation of the JP Theater Company’s 
hard work and dedication to an exciting play.

disrupts the flow of the school year. It is 
difficult to administer the test and then get 
back to the norm for the remainder of that day.”
 Beyond teachers and parents’ concern 
for the amount of time taken to complete 
the PARCC, the test raises questions about 
the consistency of technology on test 
days—a problem that was irrelevant when 
the HSPA was administered on paper. 
 Ms. Quick, an assistant principal at JP 
Stevens, said, “Paper and pencil is an easier 
situation. With technology, you have to 
worry about students getting MacBooks 
charged and you have to worry about wifi 
access. You have to worry about things 
that are not in your immediate control.”
 PARCC also caused controversy after 
its implementation as a graduation 
requirement after the 2016-2017 school 
year. Previously, the PARCC had no direct 
impact on students’ course placements and 
was only used for state-driven data to ensure 
that schools were teaching to high standards.
 Ms. Pawlikowski, the principal of JP 
Stevens, said, “There was a lot of pushback 
on PARCC. If you recall, parents were 
saying: “Why are you making my child 
sit for this standardized test?” At the start 
of the administration, the test was not 
accomplishing anything for the student—
it was more for the state to collect data.” 
 Because of concerns with the length of 
the tests, the NJ Department of Education 
has rebranded the PARCC as the New Jersey 
Student Learning Assessments (NJSLA).
 “The main change for students and schools 
is there will be less time spent on testing. 
Depending on the grade and subject, it will 
be approximately 25 percent less testing,” 
said DOE spokesman Michael Yaple.
 Both parts of the new NJSLA—the 
English Language Arts and Mathematics 
subjects—now only have two 90-minute 
unit tests each. Students will be testing 

for a total of three hundred sixty minutes 
with the NJSLA, compared to the previous 
total of five hundred forty minutes with 
the PARCC. This will consequently result 
in a decrease in instructional time spent 
on standardized testing and less disruption 
throughout the springtime testing weeks. 
 The NJSLA-ELA and NJSLA-M changes 
also address graduation requirement 
discrepancies—receiving a passing score on 
both the NJSLA-ELA and the NJSLA-M is 
one way in which a student can fulfill the 
New Jersey state graduation requirement. 
With this new specification, students are no 
longer using instruction time to participate 
in a test devoid of any clear effects. 
 But graduation requirements aren’t 
limited to the NJSLA—students can 
bypass the NJSLA requirement by taking 
the SAT or enrolling in a portfolio 
appeals course that helps them satisfy 
requirements in other standardized tests.
 Ms. Quick stated, “They learn throughout 
the school year specific skills to help them 
be proficient in either the ACCUPLACER 
or the ASVAB. Even if we hit February, 
the student can send a portfolio proving 
to the Department of Education that 
the student is proficient and why the 
student should be allowed to graduate.”
 Ultimately, the shift towards standardized 
tests is part of the Department of Education’s 
efforts to prepare students for college and 
employment. Apart from providing a direct 
means of measuring and improving classroom 
performance, the tests require critical 
thinking skills that challenge students to 
apply knowledge rather than memorize facts. 
 As Ms. Quick puts it, “Unfortunately, tests 
are a fact of life. You’re going to take some 
assessment in any part of your life. There is 
always some type of assessment tool to show 
proficiency. That life skill is what we need 
to make sure all students are proficient in.”



DHRUV IYENGER
Members of the Chamber Choir perform the Christmas classic, “Jingle Bells,” to friends, families, and teachers.

BOE Meeting, 
contd. 

A Delightful Dinner
 THE JPS KEY CLUB celebrated the start of 
the winter season with its annual Holiday 
Dinner in the cafeteria on December 14.
 Spanning almost three hours, the event 
was open to all JP students and was one of 
Key Club’s many fundraising events of the 
school year. The dinner was composed of a 
wide variety of foods from different cultures 
around the world, ranging from Indian 
biryani to Italian sub sandwiches. A taco 
station was also available, allowing students 
to build their own tacos for dinner. Alongside 
the dinner buffet arrangement was a snack 
station with chips, spring rolls, and soda. 
Attendees not only socialized throughout the 
course of the event, but also learned more 
about Key Club’s goals and upcoming events.
 “The Holiday Dinner is a good way for Key 
Club members to take a step back and help a 
worthy cause,” said senior Key Club member 
Akriti Tripathi. “Because many people who 
weren’t a part of Key Club attended, we 
could share more about our school club’s 
role in helping our local community.” 
 Preparations for the annual Key Club 
Holiday Dinner were mainly supervised by 
the Key Club executive board, consisting 
of seniors Eesha Kasibhatla, Yashwi Kumar, 
Srinithi Kannan, Divyaa Matta, Venkat 
Anna, Jigisha Mavani, Pradhyum Krishnan, 
and Amulya Nagella. The Holiday Dinner 
is one of the main events run by Key Club 
that uses ticket sales as donations to Hands 
of Hope, a local food pantry that aims to 
specifically fight hunger in New Jersey. In 
order to make this holiday event successful, 
the executive board members held several 
meetings outside of school and collaborated 
with Key Club advisor Mr. Robinson to 
discuss the logistics of the event. Key Club 

members were also vital to the preparation 
process, as they called various local restaurants 
to secure food donations. With the help 
of Student Council, they also successfully 
publicized the event to JP students, picked 
up food donations from restaurants, and 
brought extra non-perishable canned 
goods to donate to Hands of Hope. “Even 
as underclassmen, my friends and I have 
ample opportunities to help out in Key 
Club,” said sophomore Nilay Patel. “To 
me, Key Club is a proactive club that allows 
all of its members to aid our community.”
 The Holiday Dinner is one of many school 
events that Key Club runs to contribute 
to the community. Other than this festive 
Holiday Dinner, Key Club organizes weekly 
visits to the Edison Hands of Hope center 
and elementary school latchkey for members 
to volunteer. Key Club also organizes 
committees of about four to six students 
that work on smaller goals relevant to their 
specific branch of the club. For example, the 
Thirst Project committee, made up of senior 
Sruti Sailam, junior Anisha Yadlapalli, and 
junior Siya Scindia, is currently fundraising 
for the Walk on Water charity with the 
goal of raising enough money to pay for 
a well in Uganda. As a collective group, 
Key Club plans on attending the District 
Convention (DCON) in late March to 
celebrate the efforts of various Key Club 
chapters of the nation. Nevertheless, the 
Holiday Dinner was an event that enabled 
Key Club to continue its service to serve 
and benefit its surrounding community 
by fighting hunger in any way they can. 
 “During the dinner, everyone’s hard 
work was on display,” said Matta. “It 
was a comforting feeling to be around 
people who collectively work together 
to make Key Club what it is today.”

A Cheerful Choir Concert

 THE JPS CHOIR’S various ensembles 
hosted their annual holiday concert 
on December 18 in the auditorium 
under the direction of Mr. Lee. 
 Concert Choir, the largest ensemble, 
began the concert with “Hlonolofatsa,” 
arranged by Dan Jackson. Senior Shruti 
Venkat and sophomore Brittany Duarte 
were two of many soloists that performed 
in this upbeat South African piece. The 
Concert Choir also sang “Come to the 
Music,” arranged by Joseph Martin, with 
flute and piano accompanists adding to the 
intended serenity associated with the song. 
The next holiday songs were “Hallelujah, 
Amen,” arranged by George Frideric 
Handel, and “I’ll Be Home for Christmas,” a 
Christmas classic arranged by Steve Zegree. 

 “The hours that are put into learning 
and perfecting all the music can be 
difficult at first, but it was worth 
it,” said freshman Ananya Banerjee. 
 After the Concert Choir performed, 
the Treble Choir and Men’s Choir took 
the stage. The first group, Treble Choir,  
performed “Seal Lullaby,” arranged by Eric 
Whitacre, who set Rudyard Kipling’s poem, 
“The White Seal,” to music. The Men’s Choir 
then sang a piece arranged by T. Scott called 
“I Wish I Was Single Again.” The humorous 
song along with its catchy tunes and lyrics 
entertained the audience. Their next song, 
“Fruitcake,” also produced laughs with lyrics 
mimicking a recipe for fruitcake. Once 
the Men’s Choir finished their repertoire, 
Chamber Choir took their position on stage. 
 Chamber Choir is the most selective choir 
ensemble in JPS and requires a competitive 

to classic Christmas tunes, “DJ Chen” 
kept the dance floor lively with his music. 
 Like many other band events throughout 
the year, Bandboozle was organized almost 
entirely by the students. At B.E.A.T. 
meetings, students formed committees 
to organize each aspect of the event. 
Members of the Decorations Committee 
constructed beautifully intricate decorations, 
while the Publicity Committee worked 
to create, advertise, and sell tickets.
 “Heading the Decorations Committee 
was a blast because we could draw our 
favorite childhood TV show characters,” 
said sophomore Sriya Chinthalapudi. 
 This year, the band directors decided 
to add a new aspect to the event. Because 
there was never a formal banquet to 
commemorate the end of the marching band 
season, the band directors saw this event as 
an opportunity to recognize outstanding 
members of the marching band for their 
efforts during the season. Junior Raghul 
Ravindranathan received a trophy for his 
work off the marching band field, which 
included setting and cleaning up equipment 
before rehearsal. Senior Tim Hui also won 
the “March Off” trophy for his exceptional 
marching technique during the season. 
Lastly, junior Arbaz Sufi earned the “Hawk 
of the Year” award for his dedication and 
enthusiasm both on and off the field. After 
the trophy ceremony, the marching season 
staff members were invited to talk to the 
students and formally close the event.
 “A lot of the awards were given 
to underclassmen who aren’t always 
acknowledged.” said senior Tim Hui. “I love 
seeing their smiles after they receive their 
awards. Winning the March Off was cool 
since I’ve always wanted to win it as a senior.”

audition process to join. They started 
with “Cantate Domino (Kanta Jaunari)” 
arranged by Josu Elberdin and “Alleluia” 
by Fredrik Sixten. Chamber ended their 
performance with Gordon Langford’s 
rendition of “Jingle Bells,” which was an 
entertaining twist on the holiday classic.
 “Finding a new family in Chamber has 
made my high school choir experience 
unforgettable,” said senior Shruti Venkat.
 After the Chamber Choir finished their 
last song, the Acappella ensemble began 
their repertoire by singing “In Dulci Jubilo” 
arranged by Matthew Culloton in surround 
sound and “Esto Les Digo” arranged by 
Kinley Lange, with junior Saloni Shah as 
the soloist. The singers’ voices beautifully 
resonated throughout the entire auditorium. 
 “Students worked really hard to learn 
and perfect their music,” said Mr. Lee. 

 Another topic discussed at the meeting 
was the change in middle school testing 
requirements. Originally, every eighth grade 
student was required to take an iReady 
test determining their standardized testing 
level and comprehension ability. According 
to middle schools all over the district, the 
administration of this test took an average 
of 13 to 14 days. Recently, however, the 
board decided to introduce a new form of 
standardized testing for the eighth graders: 
the PSAT. The PSAT, or Preliminary 
Scholastic Aptitude Test, is a standardized 
test for high school sophomores and juniors 
that focuses on preparing students for the 
SAT. The PSAT is a more efficient test-
taking system than the iReady because in 
comparison to the weeks of testing that the 
iReady takes, the PSAT requires less than 
three hours of testing. Because testing would 
finish faster, students would no longer miss 
valuable class time. Many parents are in favor 
of this change, as they strive to increase their 
child’s readiness for college-level tests while 
sacrificing as little classroom time as possible. 
 Next, representatives from Monmouth 
University spoke about a new program they 
developed for college applicants to help 
make the college admissions process easier 
for seniors. The group’s program provides a 
safe and educational environment in which 
students can learn about the college admission 
process and the financial aid options 
available to help them pay for college. Three 
representatives and their parents shared their 
personal experiences that benefitted from 
discussions about the college admissions 
process. All members of the board were 
pleased with this pitch, and many showed 
interest in implementing this program 
into the Edison Township high schools. 
 Following this discussion, the proposal of 
adding an expansive new computer server to 
the Edison Township Public School system 
was introduced. Shivi Prasad Madhukar, 
a strong advocate of the new server, found 
enthusiastic support from many people in 
the audience and members of the board.
 “I have children that have graduated 
from high school and are already in college. 
Basically, I’ve seen a wide spectrum of 
Edison Township and have been using 
Genesis for many years. I must say that it 
is extremely hard for many parents to log 
onto Genesis and fill out the forms at the 
beginning of the school year since there are 
so many people trying to do it at once. I 
always hear people complaining about how 
their login information is not working or 
that the website crashed. In my opinion, 
filling out the forms manually was easier! 
But if adding another server to the base 
will help speed up the process of filling out 
the forms on Genesis, then I think it is a 
great idea,” said Shivi Prasad Madhukar.
 Following this discussion, other issues were 
briefly voiced and brought to the attention 
of the board, such as improving school 
security and updating the old gymnasium 
at JP Stevens. One audience member was 
concerned about the low percentage of our 
taxes that contributes to school security, 
as almost eight percent of the money that 
taxpayers pay is used for implementing 
security guards in our schools. Regarding 
the gymnasiums at JP Stevens, many people 
stated that gyms should be renovated in order 
to fit more students. To address this issue, 
the board proposed the idea of repairing 
floorboards, replacing bleachers, and 
refinishing equipment in the old gymnasium 
to satisfy the needs of the student body. 
 “I am proud to say that the Edison School 
District is teaching our children to lead the 
way. Our student insights have filled me 
with the hope for our young people, and we 
in Edison are encouraging them to take part 
in their own futures,” Mrs. Maroney said.

Bandboozle, 

By AVINASH PUSHPARAJ, freshman

By NEHA CHOUDHARI, senior
contd.
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 IT’S DECEMBER 8TH, 2018. Kyler Murray 
is accepting the Heisman Memorial Trophy 
in New York, the highest honor that 
can be given to a college football player. 
However, just months before receiving 
this honor, he was selected ninth overall in 
the MLB draft by the Oakland Athletics 
to play at baseball’s highest level. How 
did he rise to prominence in both sports?
 Most people know Kyler Murray for 
his prowess as a quarterback, leading the 
Oklahoma Sooners to a berth in the college 
football playoff, an exclusive club for the 
four best teams in the nation. But despite 
his excellence on the gridiron, Murray is 
equally as talented on the diamond. Murray 
burst onto the scene in his junior season 
at Oklahoma after being unranked as a 
sophomore. He showed off his impressive 
power at the plate, hitting 10 home runs 
with a .556 slugging percentage. Scouts 
were enamored with his innate fielding 
ability at a premium position in 
center field, and his elite speed 
made him an immediate 
threat on the base paths. 
When Murray decided 
to enter the MLB amateur 
draft, it didn’t take long for 
the Oakland Athletics to take 
the risk and draft Murray with 
the ninth overall selection. Murray 
and his agent Scott Boras, notorious 
for representing baseball’s best players, 
worked a clause into his contract with 
the A’s that allowed Murray to play one 
last season at Oklahoma and then join 
the Athletics for his baseball career. 
 But after Murray’s Heisman-
winning season, reports surfaced that 
Murray was strongly considering entering 
the NFL draft. In a last-second attempt, 
Athletics executive vice president Billy 
Beane attempted to convince Murray to 
stick with baseball by offering him a major 
league contract that would immediately 

place him on the 40-man roster. Murray 
reportedly pressed on for a higher salary—
one that would closely match the amount 
of money he might receive as a first-
round draft pick in professional football. 
Ultimately, since Murray was not satisfied 
with the financial aspects of the Athletics’ 
contract offer, he refused the offer and 
decided to test the NFL draft waters. 
 As a freshman at Oklahoma, Murray 
exceeded expectations and more than filled 
the shoes of previous quarterback Baker 
Mayfield by distinguishing Oklahoma as the 
first school in over 50 years to have a Heisman 
winner in consecutive years. Murray had 
tough competition for college football’s 
top honor, competing with 
Alabama quarterback Tua 
Tagovailoa and Ohio State 
quarterback Dwayne 
Haskins, but Murray’s 
record-breaking 

A Tale of Two Sports
season was ultimately deserving of the 
award. In the process of competing for the 
Heisman, Murray set a myriad of school 
records, throwing for more than 4,000 
yards and rushing for more than 1,000. In 
addition to his rushing and passing statistics, 
Murray accounted for 54 touchdowns and 
tied for the most touchdowns by any player 
in college football this season. At his last 
game of the season, Murray arguably had his 
best performance, torching the number two 
ranked Alabama defense for more than 300 
yards and two touchdowns. He also ran for 
109 yards, becoming the first quarterback 
to rush for over 100 yards against 
Alabama head coach Nick Saban. His 

historic campaign puts him in the 
discussion to be one of the top 

10 picks of the NFL draft, 
as both Bleacher Report 

and SB Nation predict 
Murray to be drafted 

seventh overall to the 
Jacksonville Jaguars.
 Murray could 
soon become part 
of an elite group of 

dua l - spor t 

By DYLAN BRETT, freshman

 THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN Boston and 
New York City sports has spanned multiple 
generations of bad blood. In the NFL, 
brawls between the New England Patriots 
and the New York Giants are infamously 
cemented in Super Bowl History. In the 
MLB, notorious battles between Fenway 
Park’s Red Sox and Yankee Stadium’s Yankees 
often escalate from insults to punches. 
But across all of these sporting fronts, the 
question remains: Who is winning the war 
between the Big Apple and Beantown?
 In history, New York has always acted 
as the major hub for sporting legends, 
attracting star athletes from Babe Ruth to 
Michael Strahan. Additionally, New York’s 
billion-dollar professional sporting industry 
fosters that talent with abundant resources 
and revenue. New York’s atmosphere is 
conducive to the innovation and creativity 
that ultimately produces one-of-a-kind 
plays such as Derek Jeter’s “The Flip” back 
in 2001. All of this cumulatively transforms 
New York into a sporting city like no other.
 Despite New York’s extensive history, 
recent numbers have told a different story. 
Since 1903, 17 percent of American sports 
titles have been claimed by the Empire City. 
But even though Boston has only won nine 
percent of these titles, they’ve consistently 
crushed New York in many of these 
infamous rivalries post-2000s. According to 
ESPN’s Gordon Edes, “Even if you combine 
the Jets and Giants and Yankees and Mets, 
the Patriots and Red Sox have won more 
titles than all four of those New York teams 

Big Apple vs. Beantown
By ABHINAV RAJESEKHAR, senior

athletes, putting his name among the likes 
of Deion Sanders, John Elway, Michael 
Jordan, Bo Jackson, and more. Around the 
mid-1980s, these athletes exploded into the 
sports world as stars in multiple sports. Since 
then, we’ve seen dual-sport stars such as 
quarterback Patrick Mahomes of the Kansas 
City Chiefs, the NFL MVP favorite who 
pitched 100 mile-per-hour fastballs at Texas 
Tech University. It is clear that Kyler Murray 
is on the verge of joining this exclusive club.
 Despite his dominance during the 
college football season, Murray’s decision 
to enter the draft has been met with a fair 
share of criticism. Many pundits believe he 
is undersized for the quarterback position, 
as Murray is listed below 5’10” and weighs 
only 195 pounds. Throughout NFL draft 
history, teams have leaned away from 
drafting shorter quarterbacks early in the 
draft because of their limited potential 
on the field. As a smaller quarterback, 
Murray is also more susceptible to injury; 
Deion Sanders advised Murray to “pick up 
a baseball bat and don’t look back.”  One 
could easily argue, however, that last year’s 
first overall draft selection, Baker Mayfield, 
also was lacking in height while abounding 
in intangible traits. Meanwhile, baseball 
isn’t a completely safe option either. There 
is no guarantee that Murray will make it 
to the major leagues, leaving him with 
immense financial uncertainty outside of 
his initial signing bonus. Moreover, due 
to the diminishing popularity of baseball 
in America, Murray will have fewer 
opportunities to grow his personal brand. 
  Although Kyler Murray’s path to the 

top of the mountain in both football 
and baseball has been unorthodox, 
he has surmounted all obstacles and 
established himself as a generational 
athlete. Murray’s boundless potential, 
regardless of whether it is channeled 
on the football field or on the diamond, 
ensures that he will be remembered 
as one of the most captivating dual-
sport athletes in recent memory.

combined since 2001.” In fact, in 2011, 
Boston became the first and only city to have 
all four of its major professional teams win a 
league championship within a ten-year span. 
 While New York may currently reign 
supreme, their rule may be cut short by 
the rise of New England sports. This past 
decade has seen New England’s teams crush 
its opponents across a variety of sports. 
The Patriots have won five Super Bowls, 
and the Red Sox have won four World 
Series since 2000—more than any other 
team from either the NFL or the MLB in 
that same span. These victories are part of 
the winning mentality that defines New 
England, and the energy and dedication that 
Boston’s fans provide fuel the excitement 
behind these sports teams. Moreover, the 
Patriots and the Red Sox are two of the 
most popular sports teams in the country, 
and they have even landed in Forbes’ “50 
Most Valuable Sports Teams.” This, coupled 
with multimillion-dollar sponsorships 
from companies such as Gillette and Bank 
of America, will give Boston the impetus 
needed to pull ahead of its bigger sister city.
 At the end of the day, the battle lines 
are drawn. On one end is the New York 
dynasty, the legacy of sporting greatness; on 
the other is Boston, the rookie champion 
hot off of a string of victories. These two 
titans will clash just as they have in the 
past—but with Boston’s recent ascents in the 
sporting world ladder, it will be difficult to 
predict the final outcome. Though they may 
currently be neck-and-neck in this heated 
race, Boston may finally have the chance 
to dethrone New York in the coming years.

and offensive skill set, Williamson has 
rewritten his narrative and has become a 
surprisingly well-rounded player, which has 
only bolstered his case to be the number one 
overall pick in the NBA draft. Williamson’s 
play has invited praise from Kevin Durant 
of the Golden State Warriors, who called 
Williamson a “once-in-a-generation athlete. 
 Fortunately, the emphasis on Williamson 
has not overwhelmed his peers; R.J. Barrett 
and Cam Reddish are legitimate candidates 
to be the second and third picks in the draft 
after Williamson, which would mark the 
first time a single college team produced 
the top three NBA draft picks. Barrett’s 
crafty drives and Reddish’s perimeter 
shooting serve as outstanding complements 
to Williamson’s talents in the paint, 
creating an offense that produces almost 
90 points per game. Moreover, Tre Jones 
and Marques Bolden, alongside captains 
Javin DeLaurier and Jack White, each 
fulfill essential rebounding and playmaking 
responsibilities in the team’s success. Duke’s 
ideal blend of veteran leadership and star 
freshmen has proved vital in constructing a 
defensive identity, which has been lacking 
in Duke’s teams over the last few years.
 Undoubtedly, there are questions that 
remain to be answered. The team has yet 
to reach its potential from the 3-point line, 
and one can only wonder if the freshmen are 
unselfish enough to maintain a functional 
and efficient offense during close games. 
Nevertheless, Duke is content with their 
consistent progress on the court as they 
set their sights on the fast-approaching 
NCAA tournament come March. 

By CHRISTIE CHEN, freshman

Duke’s Devilish Trio
 IT’S NOT OFTEN that a college basketball 
team is compared to one of a professional 
level—even if that college team goes by the 
name of the Duke Blue Devils. Notorious 
for acquiring highly-ranked recruits for 
Duke’s famed basketball program, Coach 
Mike Krzyzewski has indisputably outdone 
himself with this year’s recruiting class. Led 
by five-star recruits Zion Williamson, R.J. 
Barrett, and Cam Reddish, Duke’s starting 
lineup has quickly emerged as one of the most 
talented and youthful in recent memory—
and perhaps in college basketball history. 
 Though they were not ranked as the top 
team in the nation prior to the start of the 
season, the Blue Devils proved doubters wrong 
by opening their campaign with a blowout 
win over the No. 2 Kentucky Wildcats, 118-
84. Hitting triple digits is a rare achievement 
in a men’s college basketball game; it’s 
no surprise that the media was sent into a 
frenzy following the eye-opening victory. 
Bettors began to swing a heavy majority of 
the championship odds in Duke’s way, and 
reporters made bold headlines claiming that 
Duke could beat bottom-tier NBA teams. 
 Zion Williamson, a household name 
before he entered the college basketball 
scene, is the most notable of the three 
freshmen. The recipient of millions of 
views on Youtube, Williamson has had no 
trouble transferring his highlight dunks and 
verticality from high school over to Cameron 
Indoor Stadium. On the other hand, he has 
completely eliminated the notion that he is 
only a dunker. Using his motor, athleticism, 
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were marginally understandable until 
Dončić’s unprecedented rise to success. But 
even then, critics continue to be skeptical of 
the overall ability of European and overseas 
prospects to adapt to and thrive in the 
league. There remains a particular stigma 
against European players that surely affected 
Dončić’s draft placement and will continue 
to affect other European prospects. The 
European basketball system teaches younger 
professional players the fundamentals of 

team basketball, but its products are 
stereotyped as slower and less athletic. 
 Of course, Dončić isn’t meant to be the 
same athlete as LeBron James. Instead, 
he has transferred the sharpshooting, 
playmaking, and basketball IQ that 

allowed him to shine in Europe 
over to America. He caps 

his well-rounded talent off 
with a steady demeanor 
that points to his firm 
leadership ability on the 
court. LeBron James 
defended Dončić and 
European basksetball, 
stsating, “I think 
European players 
are developed faster 
than NBA guys, 
meaning American 
players […] So I 
don’t think this 
is intimidating 
to him. I don’t 
think this game 
is something he 

hasn’t seen before.” 
Having played 
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 WHEN THE FINAL update for the 2019 
NBA All-Star Game voting was released, 
many fans saw familiar superstars traversing 
the top of the polls: Stephen Curry, 
LeBron James, Kyrie Irving, and Giannis 
Antetokounmpo. However, there was one 
All-Star nominee who distinctly stood out 
from all of these established household 
names. Had the All-Star starting rosters 
depended solely on fan votes, Luka Dončić, 
a rookie on the Dallas Mavericks, would 
have become the first rookie All-Star starter 
since Yao Ming in 2002-03. Though Doncic 
was left off the All-Star game entirely due to 
lesser support from peers, coaches, and the 
media, this setback does not take away from 
his rise to the top of basketball headlines. 
 There is no question that Dončić has taken 
the NBA by storm this season. Drafted third 
overall by the Atlanta Hawks and traded to 
the Dallas Mavericks, Dončić has established 
himself as one of the premier rookies to 
watch—and a prime candidate to become 
one of the greatest European players to ever 
play in the league. His rookie highlight 
reel continues to grow with one impossible 
stepback three after another, and his crafty 
ball fakes are reminiscent of his European 
counterpart Manu Ginobili. Although the 
early praise may seem excessive, it is well 
supplemented by Dončić’s stellar play. He 
is currently averaging over twenty points, 
six rebounds, and five assists per game. To 
put this into perspective, Dončić’s rookie 
season currently belongs in an elite 20-5-5 
club with only four other rookie seasons, 
three of which belong to Michael Jordan, 

Oscar Robertson, and Dončić’s own 
basketball hero growing up, LeBron James. 
 The excitement surrounding him has 
been around since before he was drafted. 
Born in Slovenia, Dončić first touched a 
basketball when he was seven, marking 
the beginning of his journey to play in the 
NBA. As his father was a basketball player 
in the Slovenian league himself, Dončić 
quickly found opportunities to train against 
kids who were older, bigger, 
and stronger than he was. 
He made his professional 
debut for Real Madrid in the 
EuroLeague as a 16-year-old 
teenager, and led his team to 
win the championship against 
some of Europe’s toughest 
competition two years 
later. Soon after, he 
entered himself into 
the NBA Draft, where 
most teams had him 
ranked within the top 
five picks. However, due 
to the grim track record 
of past European draft 
selections, especially 
in recent times, 
sports media and 
scouts disagreed on 
where specifically 
Dončić deserved 
to be picked. 
 The many 
c o n c e r n s 
b e h i n d 
their voiced 
disagreements 

The Rise of Luka Dončić
By SAM CHEN, senior

against other European-raised players in past 
years like Giannis Antetokounmpo, Nikola 
Jokić, and Dirk Nowitzki, Lebron James has 
given his stamp of approval on Dončić’s game. 
 Only a rookie, Dončić has not yet 
compiled the résumé to match these stars. 
However, he has certainly garnered enough 
anticipation across the league to join his 
peers at the forefront in breaking down 
any lingering stereotypes. Harrison Barnes, 
a small forward on the Kings, commented 
on the league’s growing diversity, saying, 
“The great thing about our league is that the 
players come from all over the world. We 
are raised in every background imaginable 
and bring unique perspectives because of 
it.” While his teammates are appreciative 
of the playoff picture Dončić has played a 
role in, they insist on giving enough credit 
to Dončić himself. Nowitzki, a future Hall-
of-Famer, had high praises for Dončić: 
“I couldn’t believe what I saw for a 19-, 
20-year-old. Unbelievable. I think he’s going 
to be great for us for a long, long time.”
 Almost all front-office executives and 
analysts within the NBA circle will deny 
that Dončić is the best European player 
now in the league. That honor belongs 
to Antetokounmpo, with Jokić coming 
in second. However, Dončić is no less 
exciting to watch, and he has given the 
Mavericks organization reason to believe in 
a championship push in the future, with 
Dončić at the very core of the franchise. 
Meanwhile, scouts will continue to keep their 
eye on the European basketball scene; based 
on Dončić’s early success, if there is another 
European player waiting to follow in his 
footsteps, it would be well worth the watch.



Rising 
Stars

AS A NINE-YEAR-OLD, Thomas Lim loved sprinting down his neighborhood block. Now, instead of running in his neighborhood, he channels that same energy towards running on JP’s varsity track team. His times of 11.3 seconds in the 100m and 22.7m in the 200m have ranked Thomas as one of the most promising sprinters of his graduating class. As a junior, Thomas has already played a pivotal role in the record-breaking team performance of 44.8 seconds in the 4x100m relay last year and is looking to break more records during his upcoming seasons. However, Thomas’s athletic journey has not always put him under the limelight; he started his career slowly working his way up on a highly competitive sprint team. “My upperclassmen have always taught me to keep putting in the work and wait patiently for my time to come,” said Thomas. “I can now look back and say that they were right.” While the thought of leading his team may seem intimidating, Thomas is excited to see what his future holds. Perseverance and commitment have defined Thomas’s athletics journey at JP so far, as he has trained year-round to achieve faster times. Continuing his motivated mindset, Thomas wants to leave his legacy on JP track and cherish every moment with his teammates. With only his senior season left, Thomas looks to end his high school journey in grand fashion by leaving his mark on the team as a model of excellence.

PICKING UP the sport of running in seventh grade, Neel Prabhu’s cross-
country and track journey has come a long way since. Neel’s decision 
to join the sport came only after he unexpectedly saw the cross-country 
team training after school; he was amazed by the level of commitment 
and perseverance that long-distance runners possessed. Ever since, Neel 
has taken his training seriously and has worked tirelessly to become a 
fundamentally strong and self-motivated runner. His journey hasn’t always 
been easy; upon entering the team his freshman year, Neel remembers 
going home after his first workout and contemplating his decision to 
continue running. He knew that the sport would only get harder, but there 
was one thing that kept him going—his love for challenges. Neel explains, 
“Distance running is a lot about pushing through your own mental 
barriers. My team motivates me each day to break through these challenges 
and reach new limits.” Looking back, Neel couldn’t have been happier to 
have run cross-country, for he describes the lessons learned and friendships 
made along his journey as “priceless.” Being one of the select few that made 
the varsity track team in freshman year, Neel has won several other awards, 
such as “Rookie of the Year” for the winter track season of 2016 and 
“Most Valuable Runner” for the cross-country season of 2018. Although 
Neel’s embodiment of competitive spirit and skill has already led him to 
accomplish several goals, he looks to make the most of his upcoming spring 
track season and end his junior year with record-breaking performances.

FRESHMAN ANUSHREE GHATE started swimming at the Metuchen 
YMCA when she was just four years old. After joining a team 
when she was eight years old, she began to swim competitively. By 
attending meets at a young age, she became familiar with the lively 
atmosphere of competitions and came to cherish the thrill. As a 
dedicated member of her team, Anushree has consistently competed 
in numerous JCC meets as part of the Middlesex NJ Blue Dolphin 
Swim team. Her dedication continued to carry her to success, and 
she has competed at national swimming competitions. Anushree 
has broken records held at the YMCA for numerous events and 
she has been awarded over 15 medals as a New Jersey YMCA state 
competitor in the breaststroke, butterfly, backstroke, and freestyle 
events. Holding the mindset to “focus and go to practice with the 
same motivated attitude every day,” Anushree trains herself to be 
a well-rounded swimmer. After beginning her swimming career at 
JP, Anushree has shown flashes of excellence during performances 
in the 100 butterfly and 100 freestyle, with times of 1:01.89 and 
58.60, respectively. Her goals for the season are to improve her 
event times and qualify for the upcoming Junior Nationals. As 
her successful seasons continue, her perseverance and passion for 
the sport will leave its mark on JP swimming for years to come. 

DISCOVERING HER PASSION for the sport of basketball at an 
early age, Megan Duffy has worked on her game and developed 
into a stellar all-around player. By playing for a travel team from 
fifth to eighth grade, Megan gained valuable experience in the 
sport and its competitive atmosphere. After recovering from an 
ACL injury, Megan became a member of JP’s varsity team as a 
sophomore, putting together an impressive season in which she 
averaged over 15 points and made 33 three-pointers en route to 
winning the Most Valuable Player award. As a current captain, 
Megan strives to lead the team to its maximum potential, 
explaining how while she tries “[her] hardest to be positive,” she 
pushes the team during practices because she “know[s] what [the 
team] can accomplish this season.” After an impressive 15-5 start 
to the season, the team looks to remain competitive this season 
and has its sight set on the GMC title. In the future, Megan 
looks to continue her basketball career in college and play the 
sport she loves. Megan understands that, in addition to talent, 
hard work and dedication are two vital components to athletic 
success. Because of this, she routinely trains at fitness centers 
outside of school. Megan will continue to make her mark on the 
JP Stevens girls’ basketball program and lead the team to success. 

By JEFFREY HSU and ANSH GUPTA, 
juniors, & KAREENA PANDYA and 

BENECIA ZHANG, sophomores



AS A RESULT OF her parents’ incredible passion for tennis, second singles 
freshman Lauren Sun began her tennis journey at the age of four. 
Throughout her childhood, Lauren attended tennis lessons and camps, 
eventually building her skill to the level it is at today. With her stunning 
record of 16-2, the passion showcased in Lauren’s playing contributed 
greatly to the girls’ tennis team’s recent first-place finish at the 2018 GMC 
Tournament, capping off a nearly undefeated overall season for the team. 
Not only is she grateful for her own success, but she is also thankful for the 
special bonds she has created with her dedicated teammates and coach, Ms. 
Pisano. Her drive for excellence motivated her teammates to persevere and 
ultimately triumph over well-known rivals such as South Brunswick and 
Old Bridge. Lauren’s diligence and passion continued during her offseason, 
as she finds success in the 800m event for winter track as a member of the 
varsity track team. As for future tennis seasons, Lauren plans on taking 
her confident mindset to “avoid overthinking and keep a straightforward 
attitude throughout any possible challenge” she may face. Most importantly, 
Lauren has realized the value of hard work, how to accept loss, and the 
importance of learning from past experiences to excel in the future.

FOR JUNIOR KEREN HUANG, swimming has always meant much more than 
a leisurely pastime or hobby. He started swimming competitively at the 
Metuchen-Edison YMCA (MEY) at the age of 10 and transferred over to 
the Fanwood Scotch Plains YMCA (FSPY) when he entered middle school. 
Despite participating in numerous extracurriculars and excelling in the 
most challenging classes at JP, Keren continues to devote countless hours of 
time towards the sport he loves. He practices several times a week, striving 
to be the best swimmer that he can. Remaining true to the process, Keren 
understands that success doesn’t always come in the form of reaching your 
goals, adding to his continual motivation. Throughout practices and meets, 
Keren aims for gradual improvement, which he believes is a necessary step 
to take before achieving your goal. With this mindset, Keren finds success 
while swimming, garnering awards such as membership in the GMC All-
Conference Team, GMC All Red Division Team, and the FSPY National 
Team. Although he is motivated by his teammates and Coach Peguerro, he 
challenges himself to go above and beyond. Keren manages time conflicts 
between academics and sports, and ultimately explains that “if you truly 
believe you can excel at the sport and you will continue it in the future, 
then pick sports. Academics matter too, but you have many other grades 
to make up for a bad grade.” Keren plans on swimming in college and for 
recreation in the future. Keren has continued to show growth as an excellent 
swimmer and will continue to set personal bests in the years to come.

SUKHBIR GHOTRA kicked his first soccer ball 
when he joined the Valencia Soccer Academy in 
fourth grade. Though he did not make his middle 
school soccer team in sixth and seventh grade, 
Sukhbir practiced throughout the summers to improve his 
skills. His hard work and dedication to soccer finally paid off, 
as he made it onto his middle school team in eighth grade and 
the varsity team in his sophomore year. Sukhbir credits much of 
his success to the values that he believes are the most important 
in soccer: self-awareness and respect. For Sukhbir, being aware 
of his strengths and weaknesses fosters his strive for self-improvement, 
while respect for his teammates reinforces the team chemistry 
necessary for communication on the field and success. With these 
two characteristics, Sukhbir has excelled in state tournaments and the 
US Soccer Youth Championship National Tournament in Maryland, 
where he and his team placed as finalists. As a junior, Sukhbir has 
garnered numerous accomplishments, leading the team with six goals 
and two assists this season and winning the Hawk Award for the Best 
Offensive Player. He strongly believes that the bond between players 
on the field is vital to the team’s success, stressing that “soccer is a 
game not only for winning, but for learning to be a better person.” 

For Sukhbir, playing soccer shapes athletes to be who they are, as 
their skills and attributes reveal their true identity. As a senior next 

year, Sukhbir looks forward to scoring more goals and helping 
the JP soccer team create better players as well as better people. 

FRESHMAN LAUREL SARKARIA has successfully completed a stellar 
debut season as a setter on the varsity girls team. Laurel began her 
career far before she entered JP, playing on the CJ Heat national 
club team, where she continues to play today. The experience she 
gained from her travel team contributed to her grand total of 410 
assists and 98 service points, marking a stellar end to her first season. 
Her exceptional talent combined with the gameplay on the court 
thrilled spectators at each match. As this past season was her first 
time on a high school team, Laurel’s biggest challenge was dealing 
with nervousness and staying focused on her goals. By eliminating 
the distractions surrounding her, Laurel consistently improved and 
dedicated more effort into learning from each playing experience. 
Aside from intense games and grueling practices, her favorite part 
about high school volleyball was sharing the adrenaline rush with 
her fellow teammates. Learning to communicate through each 
match was one of the key lessons she has taken away from the season. 
These crucial moments in gameplay and team bonding resulted 
in a well-deserved GMC Tournament title and an impressive 
record during the state tournament. When asked what she hopes 
to accomplish in future seasons, Laurel says, “I just plan to keep 
playing volleyball to the best of my ability and see where it takes me.”




