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JPS Got Talent

By YASH MAHESHWARI, sophomore
JPS GOT TALENT, hosted by the Student

Council Executive Board on December 13
in the auditorium, was a night filled with
students showcasing their skills in front of
a packed crowd.
With a total of 13 performances, the
event kicked off at 7:00 p.m. as 18 students
awaited their turn at the big stage. This year’s
talent show was split into two rounds of
competitions, with the audience voting on
their favorite acts at the end of the second
round. However, only three acts would make
it into the second round and be named either
as the winner, first runner-up, or second
runner-up.
As the audience began to make their way
into the auditorium, senior Saloni Shah
began the night by singing the national
anthem. Next, the Student Council displayed
a comedic rendition of Perry the Platypus
sneaking out of his regular life as a pet and
making his way to his job as a secret agent.
This was the introduction to the theme of
the show, the popular cartoon show, Phineas
and Ferb. This also served as an introduction
to the show’s hosts, seniors Om Patil and
Bairav Swamy.
See TALENT, page 10
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Chartwells employees prepare lunch as students begin coming into the cafeteria.

Sustain to Gain
By THE EDITORS-IN-CHIEF
AS GLOBAL CRISES like climate change,
plastic pollution, and an ever-growing
population attract our awareness, more and
more people have turned to the principles of
sustainability as the answer. In the past few
years, with sea levels and global temperatures
on the rise, the “point of no return” seems to
be closely approaching without an imminent
solution to the problems that threaten our

planet. But all is not hopeless, as students
and faculty here at JP can do their part to
contribute to sustainability. Put simply,
sustainability aims to meet our current and
future needs by preserving the environment
around us and improving our health as a
society. Contrary to popular belief, this is not
exclusive to actions that are taken on a larger
scale, such as using renewable resources
or reducing greenhouse gas emissions;
rather, individuals have the opportunity to

A Concert for Christmas

By ASHWIN SARASWATULA, junior

You
Know
You Go to JP
When...
…a gummy bear causes the
mass exodus of 2,500 students.
SPORTS

“The possibility of gaining this incentive and using it to either boost the
team’s talent or as a bargaining chip would motivate teams to put out
their best players”
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The choir performs their repertoire at the Annual Winter Concert.
By VISWANATH NAIR, sophomore
THE JP STEVENS CHOIR held its Annual
Winter Concert under the direction of Mr.
Lee on December 19 in the auditorium.
Preparing for the concert required
dedication, hard work, and concentration.
Prior to the concert, Mr. Lee and the choir
students spent months perfecting their pieces.
“The students work on the repertoire
every day during class, and also at our
weekly after school rehearsals,” said Mr.
Lee when asked about how much work
the students had put into preparing for
the concert. “Considering all of the days
that we miss from school in November, it
didn’t leave much time. The students had to
work very hard to not only learn, but also
memorize and perform each piece. It was
definitely something that challenged us.”
The event started off with the Concert
Choir, the largest choir ensemble at JP.
The ensemble performed “Carol of the

contribute to this goal of sustainability. For
schools, in particular, sustainability focuses
on cultivating a standard of progressivity
and taking small steps to create an ecofriendly school environment.
However, JP Stevens has an unsurprisingly
poor record when it comes to sustainability.
Many different factors make JP unable to
qualify for various sustainability certification
programs. The school, which was built in
See EDITORIAL, page 4

Noche de Navidad
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REBECCA FANG

Bells” arranged by Peter Wilhousky, a
classic, recognizable winter piece. The
piece was followed by “Wana Baraka,”
a popular Kenyan folk song in Swahili,
accompanied by a djembe drum.
After the Concert Choir was the Men’s
Ensemble, made up of the tenors and basses
of the choir. They began their repertoire with
“Viva L’amour” by Alice Parker and Robert
Shaw. The students linked arms and danced
throughout the song, showing the audience
the brotherhood that existed between them.
Next to take the stage was the Treble
Choir, made up of the sopranos and altos
within the choir. This ensemble performed
“Tundra,” arranged by Ola Gjello, which
featured piano and string ensemble
accompaniments. The piece included solos
by senior Saloni Shah and sophomores
Namrata
Nareshkumar
and
Shikta
Mukherjee. The inclusion of many different
instruments highlighted the collaboration
See CHOIR, page 10

ON DECEMBER 20, the Spanish Honor
Society (SHH) held its annual Navidad
celebration under the direction of Señora
Mendez and Señorita Milton.
The event sought to promote the Spanish
heritage of Navidad through an exciting,
well-planned event. The celebration,
however, was far from just an entertaining
night. The money that was raised from
ticket sales went to a needy family in the
community to help brighten their holiday
season.
Before the event started, a few members
of the Spanish Honor Society helped set up
the cafeteria. Students also set up a photo
booth area with a holiday-themed backdrop
and decorated a Christmas tree in the
cafeteria’s alcove.
The night began with a short period of
socializing as students began to pour into the
cafeteria. Students enjoyed a brief selection
of snacks, including cupcakes and cookies,
which were laid out as refreshments while
dinner was being set up. The atmosphere
was lively with attendees enjoying themselves
with their friends.
“It was great seeing a lot of my friends after
school and celebrating such an important
holiday together. It was meaningful knowing
that the event was dedicated to a family in
need in Edison, and it felt good to have the
opportunity to give back to my community.
It has really shown me that being apart of an
honor society is about making a difference
for the people around you,” said junior
Manan Shah. Dedicated students of the
SHH Executive Board met weekly after
school for four weeks to help prepare for
See NAVIDAD, page 11
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Hoping for Hasankeyf
By SIYA SCINDIA, senior
5,671 MILES away from JP Stevens, on the
banks of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, lies
the historic village of Hasankeyf. Located in
southeastern Turkey, Hasankeyf is home to
one of the oldest continuously inhabited
settlements in the world, dating back
approximately 12,000 years. Hasankeyf hosts
ancient monuments and architecture built
by over 20 different cultures and empires,
a unique canyon and aquatic ecosystem,
and human-made caves that are still home
to people today. Unfortunately, this gem
of a village is at risk of being inundated
by more than 200 feet of water due to the
nearby construction of a controversial
hydroelectric dam—the Ilisu Dam—by the
Turkish government to help Turkey meet its
energy needs. Constructing the Ilisu Dam to
supply the country with a mere two percent
of additional power is not worth risking the
obliteration of a village with thousands of
years of history and an ecological community
that hundreds are proud to call home.
More than 20 cultures have left their mark
on Hasankeyf over the past few millennia.
Between the ninth and seventh centuries
BCE, the ancient Assyrians carved out caves
in the cliffs. 1,000 years later, the Roman
empire moved into the area; after another
350 years, the Arabs took control of the
region. Hasankeyf was then ruled by the
Artukid and Aayubud dynasties, as well as
the Mongols.
From those created by the Assyrians to
the Mongols, 20 different historical sites
throughout Hasankeyf will be destroyed by
the proposed Ilisu Dam, some of which are
the best preserved historical sites in Turkey.
These sites include the 12th-century ruins of
palaces built by Artuqid kings; the El Rizk
mosque built by Aayubid Sultan Suleiman;
and the tomb of Zeynel Bey, another
Aayubid king. The Turkish government

has proposed moving 12 monuments to a
newly created cultural park a mile north of
Hasankeyf, but its efforts will likely prove
fruitless, as the buildings are made from
ashlar masonry that cannot be taken apart
or reassembled without compromising
their structural integrity. It is clear, then,
that the government’s only viable option to
preserve a significant part of Turkey’s—and
humankind’s—history is to abandon the
construction of the Ilisu Dam.
Hasankeyf ’s
historical
significance,
however, isn’t the only thing in danger
of being lost. The area serves as a unique
habitat for several species of wildlife that will
be affected by the construction of the Ilisu
dam. 18 of these species are already at risk
of extinction, including the Mesopotomaian
barbel fish, red-striped hyena, red-wattled
plover, and Euphrates soft shell turtle, which
has been laying eggs in the neighboring
river banks for centuries. Over 130 species
of birds, including Bonelli’s eagles, lesser
kestrels, and Egyptian and Griffon vultures,
will lose nesting areas in caves and cliffs that
will be cemented. Experts also claim that
damming will diminish fish populations,
many of which have been facing dangerous
decreases in the past few years. As the planet
is already facing a man-made extinction crisis,
every effort should be made to preserve
wildlife in Hasankeyf, not to destroy it.
Though Hasankeyf is commonly known
for being a focal point of great historical and
ecological importance, it is often overlooked
as a home to hundreds of people. In order
to construct the Ilisu dam, the government
is evicting residents of Hasankeyf, many
of whom have ancestors who have lived
in the region for decades. And residents of
Hasankeyf won’t be the only ones affected
by the dam’s construction—over 199
settlements in the surrounding area will be
impacted too. The government has built a
new town with 710 homes for the displaced,

but this is not nearly enough to accomodate
everyone who will have to relocate. More
important, however, is the fact that many
residents simply do not want to resettle
because of their attachment to Hasankeyf.
Firat Argun, a resident of Hasankeyf who
owns a small bed-and-breakfast and whose
ancestors have lived in the area for 300 years,
told The New York Times that he would have
to “start all over again” if the government
goes through with the dam. For Mr. Argun
and his neighbors, the completion of the
dam will mark the perishment of the only
village that they have ever known and loved.
According to the Turkish government,
the hydroelectric Ilisu Dam will bring
jobs and development to Hasankeyf and
will allow Turkey to rely less on imported
oil, natural gas, and coal. However, the
amount of additional energy that the dam
produces is so minuscule when examined in
comparison to Turkey’s energy consumption
as a whole, making it clear that the costs
that come with the dam clearly trump the
advantages. Local archeologists, architects,
environmental
preservationists,
and
residents have protested against the dam for
years, but it has not been enough to sway the
government. Activists have even tried to get
Hasankeyf UNESCO heritage status, but
UNESCO has stated that the local cultural
ministry has to apply for the status itself.
The ministry has had no response to people
reaching out to it. And the fight against
the construction of the Ilisu dam isn’t just
about ancient history, a valuable ecosystem,
or local people; it’s also about the precedent
that the dam sets. If the Ilisu Dam project
can jeopardize this much, who’s to say that
similar projects won’t be stopped from
doing the same in the future? With the
major risks that the dam’s construction
poses to the people of Hasankeyf, it is clear
that the greater good of the public lies in
ceasing development of the dam.

offer. Though at first glance the idea of a
brain computer interface might seem like
an intriguing science-fiction vision, the true
implications of the implantation of such a
chip into the human mind would be not only
physically detrimental, but mentally harmful
as well.
It all seems like another one of those
crazily intriguing sci-fi movies: brain
chips that can provide humans with the
potential to know all the information that
was once found within textbooks and on
the Internet. But what would become of
the human race if almost everyone was
granted a brain chip implantation? For
one thing, the possibility that these
chips could physically damage

undoubtedly pose major health risks.
Even more alarming is the dramatic
change in human practices and lifestyles
that would ensue. Such a procedure would
cause humans to become omniscient. In
such a scenario, there would be no room for
the concept of “teaching,” since everyone
would already know everything that they
need to know thanks to the chip. The
elimination of education would result in
the disappearance of schools and eradicate
a major portion of a human’s life; the need
to go to school would become obsolete. It
would also eliminate the learning process
and decrease social engagement, a
critical factor in life that cannot be
obtained with the implantation
of a computer-based brain chip.
Some argue that brain chips
would level the playing field for
people with different degrees
of intelligence. However,
this belief is flawed: not
everyone in the future
will be able to afford
an implantation, which
means that the intellectual gap
that exists in the modern day will persist
and possibly even widen. By allowing for
the insertion of a brain chip, we are also
impairing the ability to learn information
from others, an ability that has long allowed
society to progress.
The vision of a brain chip that wirelessly
communicates with computers to deliver
information to the brain is still only science
fiction. Researchers, nevertheless, are taking
steps to make this concept achievable, and if
we ever reach this reality, it might be too late
before we realize that we have gone too far
with technology.

It’s a No-Brainer
By SHRUTHI RAJARAMAN, senior

WE HAVE REACHED a point where
technology nearly dominates our day-to-day
lives. With the introduction of omniscient
search engines, fast-operating computer
systems, and pocket-sized smartphones,
it has become almost instinctive to resort
to technology for anything, be it the latest
news or the answer to the physics problem
you just cannot seem to understand.
The technology that now allows us
to access a plethora of information
at our fingertips is in itself a dramatic
improvement from the encyclopedias and
atlases that were once in every household.
However, researchers are looking into the
development of an even more futuristic
method of gaining access to information:
brain computer chips.
The computer-based brain chip
is a device meant to wirelessly
connect from an individual’s
brain to a computer or
other technological device.
Researchers envision that
after
being
physically
implanted into the brain,
the chip will be able to directly feed
information into an individual’s brain,
thereby providing humans with knowledge
and abilities that they didn’t previously have.
Though the application of this technology
may not emerge in the near future, the active
research of this technology is not completely
out of reach. In fact, companies such as
Facebook and Elon Musk’s Neuralink have
already taken initiatives to delve deeper into
the possibility of brain chip implantations
and the capabilities for human thought
and function that such implantations could

the brain remains uncertain. According
to Rachel Metz, a senior writer for CNN
Business, the chip will be implanted under
the skull, and the only way to do so would
be brain surgery. This means that there is
no guarantee that inserting a chip inside
the human head will not negatively impact
the brain. Even Virginia de Sa, a professor
at the University of California, San Diego
who studies brain-computer technology,
remarked that “people can die in even the
simplest surgeries,” suggesting that a surgery
as complex as brain chip implantation would
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Barring Brutality
By ALISHA SINGH, junior
GOVERNMENTS AROUND the world use
violence against their own citizens during
times of unrest and civil disobedience. By
creating bloodshed, they silence opposition
against government policies and the ruling
class. Crowd control tactics include the use
of rubber bullets, batons, tear gas, and pellet
guns, all of which are far more dangerous
than the term used to describe them: nonlethal weapons. The use of these tactics
has been seen around the world over the
last year in an attempt to control protests
erupting in Iran, Iraq, Hong Kong, France,
and Kashmir. The similarity among these
protests is that they all deal with negligent
governments that have created higher costs
of living, unemployment, and oppressive
systems. Many of these demonstrations
turned violent only when innocent
protesters were assaulted by fully armored
and armed government forces. Clearly, the
use of violence against protesting citizens is
unethical and acts as a barrier against reform
and progress.
Protesters are typically minorities and
members of the middle and working
classes, groups of people whose issues are
generally ignored so that the government
can receive millions of dollars from large
corporations and other influential groups.
In order to be heard, they must voice their
dissent; however, when they are met with
aggression, their issues are silenced and
reform cannot take place. In the case of
pressing issues such as climate change denial

and right-wing nationalism, resistance is
of the utmost importance. Governmental
systems are in place to support the wealthy
and the powerful, and in doing so, they are
constantly suppressing the masses. The
people’s interests are not a priority, and,
clearly, their safety is not either. When
citizens who are exercising their right to life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness are met
with hostility, it is clear that the government
chooses to protect the top one percent as
opposed to the stability of the majority.
The government is supposed to protect the
people; thus, the hypocrisy is evident when
the state attacks protestors and activists.
This clearly represents a government that is
only invested in the endurance of its own
power and wealth. In 2010, the Indian police
opened fire on protesters in Kashmir, killing
112 people; international outrage elicited
the Indian government to supply the police
with “non-lethal” pellet guns instead. When
shot, these guns caused 500 tiny bullets to
explode in all directions, covering protesters’
heads and upper bodies, injuring them and
rendering many blind. According to TIME,
in the six months after the killing of rebel
leader Burhan Wani in July 2016, more than
6,000 people were injured by pellet guns.
Weapons are weapons; they do not “protect”
the protesters—they attack them. They
damage the people who are merely seeking
rights from their countries, forcing them to
stay silent and turn submissive. Every time
the state uses violence, even if there are no
fatalities, it oppresses the very people it is
supposed to defend and support.

Eisenhower’s Farewell Address warned
against the military-industrial complex, in
which the defense industry works with the
government to ensure increased military
spending and the creation of a permanent
client. The new police-industrial complex
works in a similar way; however, it supplies
the police, who deal with civilians on a daily
basis, with military-grade weapons and
technology that are simply unnecessary. This
is a cycle in which for-profit corporations
make money off the violence caused by the
government and encourage the continuation
of such behavior. This is just another
example of the lack of interest in the safety
of citizens and the larger systems in place to
protect the practices of those in power.
Despite steep opposition, rebellion,
peaceful or otherwise, is often the best way
to get things done; yet, for it to be effective,
it is important that a safe environment is
provided for people to protest and voice
dissent. People should be able to demand
rights and changes in their countries without
the fear of being met with violence and
aggression. Several peaceful demonstrations
in India against the Citizenship Act and
National Register of Citizens turned
violent when the Indian police provoked
student protesters and bystanders alike
with a disproportionate use of force, and
then attempted to blame the violence on
the students. If people are made to feel
unsafe and antagonized when voicing their
views, issues will remain unresolved, and
oppressive systems will not be dismantled.
On the other hand, many defend the use of

aggressive crowd control tactics by saying
that they curb violence and protect the
protesters from harming each other. This is
wildly untrue, especially when the so-called
“non-lethal weapons” used on protesters
can still injure and, in extreme situations,
kill them. In addition, aggression by police
forces causes far more confusion due to their
excessive hostility. In fact, after violence in
the yellow-jacket protests in France, many
French police officers were investigated
for their combative behavior. Their use of
LBD-40, which is banned in countries like
the United Kingdom, fires rubber bullets
that have taken the eyes of at least 10 people,
as reported by the French Interior Ministry.
As a result of this and over 2,200 injuries
to protestors, the government has launched
investigations into 174 incidents, according
to The Telegraph. When government forces
are deployed to protests, they wear full body
armor and helmets and carry shields and
weapons; at most, protesters wear masks to
protect themselves from tear gas.
The dystopian future that has been
imagined in movies and books for decades
is now taking place—the popular and
oft-repeated image in which groups of
protesters are fighting to protect themselves
from government forces has become
actuality. These silenced individuals are left
with only two options: to be complacent or
to risk their lives for freedom. If we continue
to allow governments to use violence against
their own citizens, they will encroach upon
the rights of their people until freedom is
obsolete.

is already abundant. Poorer communities,
especially those with a high percentage of
the population living under the poverty line,
are consequently ignored, despite needing
the money the most. According to a recent
study by Rice University and the University
of Pittsburgh, counties that receive more aid
from the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) experience
greater wealth inequality
than those that do not
receive such aid. As written
in the paper, “as local hazard
damages
i n c r e a s e,
so
does
wealth
inequality.”

Another major concern to consider
is whether funds allocated to coastal
communities are being spent effectively. As
sea levels rise and coastal dangers become
more prevalent, the cost of keeping these
towns afloat rises. The money spent keeping
these towns alive for a few more years would
be better spent on other public welfare
programs. People living on the
coasts could easily be relocated
to the millions of currently
uninhabited homes and
apartments
across
the United States;
as a result, those
living in coastal
communities
would

The
paper
also states
that “the more aid
an area receives from the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency, the more this inequality grows.”
Whether this disproportionate resource
allocation is intentional or not, it presents a
danger to the already fragile class relations in
this country, further proving that supporting
these coastal communities is not plausible.

still
h ave
a place
to call home.
Although it may
seem counterintuitive
for the government to buy and
pay for the housing of thousands, such an
undertaking would actually save money in
the long run.
Despite all this, many environmental
activists may still call a coastal evacuation
alarmist. After all, they say, can’t we simply

mitigate these problems by introducing
green policy around the world? The answer
is a clear and resounding “no.” While
such a policy would work in theory, it is
important to be mindful of the current
geopolitical situation. On December 12,
voters in the U.K. went to the polls to vote
on who they wanted to lead the country
in a snap election. The Conservative Party
won handily against its primary opponent,
the Labour Party. While the primary issue in
this election was Brexit, voters in the U.K.
threw away the chance of a Green New
Deal from Jeremy Corbyn and the leftwardshifting Labour Party in favor of Boris
Johnson’s profiteering. Even centrist liberal
politicians are contributing to the problem;
in Canada, Justin Trudeau approved a
massive oil pipeline expansion just one
day after designating climate change
as a national emergency. And of
course, in the United States, President
Donald Trump infamously withdrew
from the 2015 Paris Agreement while
encouraging offshore oil drilling. The
problem facing many green politicians
is that their policies are unpopular
with those in power, especially
corporations. Given that, according
to The Guardian, the largest 100
corporations produce about 70 percent
of the world’s greenhouse gas emissions,
many soft leftist politicians have proposed
restrictions on what materials can or cannot
be used in manufacturing, and have favored
taxing corporations much heavier as a way
to make up for their emissions. Because
of this, many leftists have had a hard time
getting elected. The current political climate
simply does not lend itself well to passing
any climate bills that will cause real change.
Coastal communities are under an
immense amount of pressure from rising
sea levels and increasingly intense coastal
storms. As the politicians of the world idly
sit by, these cities and towns are getting
worse. The only viable solution at hand is
for people to leave these cities and towns en
masse and let the rising seas reclaim them.

High Tides and Bad Vibes
By NISHANTH BHARGAVA, freshman
FOR MOST OF recorded history, coastal
proximity has been a massive boon to most
civilizations. Coastal cities were able to
exploit many aquatic resources that inland
settlements simply did not have access to.
Established ports and harbors also had
much better access to trade, bringing outside
wealth and resources into the country.
In fact, some of America’s largest cities,
including New York City and Los Angeles,
began as trading settlements and eventually
blossomed into the gilded metropolises they
are today. But these seemingly invincible
coastal colossusses are facing a new,
man-made threat: climate change. NASA
reports that sea levels are rising at a rate of
approximately 3.3 millimeters per year, and
this figure is likely to increase: some
scientists even say that water levels
could rise a full meter by the end of
the century. Given the worsening
climate situation around the globe,
world governments must swallow
their pride and move cities inland to
avoid economic collapse.
For many, the idea of completely
abandoning coastal towns and cities
may seem radical or extreme. After all,
most would agree that although climate
change presents a clear and imminent
danger to the planet, there is no need
to evacuate coastal communities at the
moment. Although this may be true, the idea
that we need not take precautions or prepare
for collapse along the coasts is patently false.
The dangers of unregulated climate change
have been proven time and time again. By
putting off this problem to be solved later,
we are only making it more difficult to do so
when the time comes.
An often-overlooked cost of maintaining
these coastal communities is the class divide
that they exacerbate. As shore towns face
worsening conditions, an increasing amount
of capital is required to keep them habitable
and operational. And where does this money
go? To the richest communities, where money
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Editorial, contd.
1964 with only five additions since, can
hardly be considered an energy-efficient
building, relying primarily on the burning
of fossil fuels to provide heat and energy
for the entire building and creating a huge
carbon footprint. JP also produces an
enormous amount of waste, in part due to
the sheer number of attending students. Mrs.
Holborow, an AP Environmental Science
teacher and advisor of the Environmental
Club, held a waste audit several years
ago with her AP classes, and the amount
calculated for a single lunch period was
“astronomical.”
Food waste is undeniably one of the
biggest forms of waste. In the United States
alone, 40 percent of food gets thrown away
annually, equivalent to over 58 billion meals
and amounting to 162 billion dollars. In
New Jersey, about 22 percent of the solid
waste produced is food waste, despite
almost 11 percent of the state being food
insecure. At JP, many students are familiar
with the school’s lunch policy, which
requires students to take a fruit or vegetable
serving in order for their meal to qualify as a
full lunch under Michelle Obama’s MyPlate
program, part of the former First Lady’s
initiative against childhood obesity. Many
students are also aware of the shameful
habit at JP of throwing away these fruits and
vegetables uneaten.
“I know firsthand because my niece and
nephew come to this district in the lower
grade schools, and my nephew brings home
apples and oranges every day—he doesn’t
eat them,” said Mr. Wilber, a Chartwells
employee at JP.
Actions have been taken to try to decrease
this waste. Polystyrene foam, or Styrofoam,
is non-biodegradable, as it lasts for hundreds

of years and takes up 30 percent of landfills
worldwide. Last year, senior Meher Bhatia
helped start a district-wide proposal to
switch lunch trays from polystyrene foam to
degradable molded fiber, demonstrating that
it is possible to be environmentally conscious,
even in a school like JP. With one seemingly
trivial tray, there are long-lasting effects that
pile up—both literally and figuratively—in
an overwhelming amount of unforeseen
consequences. However, Meher hopes to
set an example for a sustainable future at JP
in other ways beyond degradable trays, and
she urges students and faculty to separate
their waste into compostables, recyclables,
liquids, and trash. This proactivity has
been reflected in various other plans, as
an initiative was recently started to collect
uneaten fruit where boxes were placed in
the cafeteria for students to drop off fruit
at the end of the lunch period. Though the
program was started with good intentions in
mind, charities and community centers are
not always legally allowed to accept food
donations due to sanitary concerns.
“With the greenhouse, we’re organic: we
don’t use pesticides, we don’t use fertilizers
[...] we’re all-natural out there. But then
when we go to places like Minnie Veal […]
because there are so many laws surrounding
food, they can’t take [our fresh food],” said
Mrs. Holborow. “If you collect food in the
cafeteria, you don’t know that someone
didn’t lick it, or sneeze on it. There’s no way
to prove that it’s safe, so places won’t take it.
So it becomes a problem.”
With these food safety liabilities in mind,
JP has been working to reduce food waste in
other ways. Although the produce grown in
the greenhouse cannot be donated, it hardly
goes to waste. Instead, it is sold at JP’s very

own Farm Stand. In a “food desert” like
Edison, where the only way to procure
food items is at chain supermarkets, the
Farm Stand provides the community with
organic, local options. This has a smaller
impact on the environment, avoiding the
transportation of packaged food items over
long distances while also providing access
to healthy, nutrient-dense foods. Thus, the
Farm Stand cultivates a mutually beneficial
relationship that promotes sustainability by
supporting the surrounding community and
minimizing pollution that pesticides would
otherwise produce.
Within JP, Chartwells employees follow
specific recipes to create breakfasts and
lunches in order to minimize the amount of
food left over each day.
“If you go by the recipes and the portion
sizes and the amounts they tell you to go
by, it should be tried and true. But if you’re
expecting 180 kids, and you cook for 175
kids, and there’s food left over, we’ll adjust
the recipe for 175 kids,” said Mr. Wilber.
Food from JP’s cafeteria that is left over is
donated to students in need or utilized in
new dishes, with proper precautions taken to
prevent cross-contamination. For example,
leftover apples might be pureed to make
applesauce or chopped up and incorporated
into a salad.
Slowly but surely, JP is taking steps in the
right direction. Through the efforts of Mrs.
Holborow, solar panels have been installed
to decrease JP’s dependence on fossil fuel
for energy. The Environmental Club has
also raised money to install a water bottle
filling station near the cafeteria, which
teachers and students alike use every day. But
there is a multitude of ways for the average
JP student to help too. Bringing a reusable
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water bottle cuts down on the number of
plastic water bottles thrown away every day.
Taking the extra second to properly dispose
of trash and recyclable items into their
intended bins decreases the amount of solid
waste that JP produces and keeps recyclables
eligible for Middlesex County’s single-stream
recycling system. Though seniors might balk
at the very thought, riding the bus creates
less pollution. And as many of us have
been told since our elementary school days,
turning off the lights when leaving a room
can save electricity, as well as unplugging
commonplace appliances like cell phone
chargers and hair dryers when not in use.
“It’s just a lot of small things that people
don’t realize,” said Mrs. Holborow.
Perhaps these actions, small as they may
be, still seem too troublesome to implement.
Or maybe they seem too small to make
a difference. As individuals, “saving the
planet” or otherwise trying to stop global
environmental disasters appears to be
impossible. After all, just 100 companies
cause 71 percent of global emissions,
and even seemingly environmentallyfriendly brands operate under huge parent
corporations that may not have the same
standards of social responsibility. But as
students of JP Stevens, we must do what we
can to improve our school, not only for our
own comfort, but also to set a precedent for
incoming students. Even just learning about
sustainability at school—much less practicing
it—can spread awareness throughout the
greater Edison community, especially as high
school students about to take our first steps
into the real world. Sustainable practices put
the future in our hands, and changing the
future can be as simple as eating that apple
during lunch.
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OPINION

Outdated Isolationism
By ARYAN KHONDE, senior
IN THE AFTERMATH of World War I,
America entered into a new stage of
foreign policy that completely contradicted
the reasons it entered war—ensuring
international
cooperation,
protecting
navigation of the seas, and
preserving the sovereignty of
allied powers—in favor of
an isolationist policy that
addresses
America’s
internal
problems.
America focused on
protecting
domestic
business growth through
numerous
tariffs
enacted in the 1920s
and limited the number
of immigrants entering
into the country through
strict quotas. America
was entering into a new
foreign policy school of
thought, perhaps best
characterized by a phrase
invented by Charles
Lindbergh, the premier
American aviator of the
time period: “America
first.” Enter Donald
Trump, a demagogue
who ran on the platform
of “America First”
and actively fights the
forces he believes to be
threatening America on
a global scale, basing
his American foreign
policy on this outdated isolationist view of
thought.
The tariffs placed on China and other
countries to boost domestic manufacturing
and uplift spirits in the private sector have
failed to achieve their goals, and, although
they have put pressure on China, they have
also put pressure on American consumers.
Trump’s withdrawal from the Trans Pacific

Partnership (TPP) is the signature economic
failure of his first term because the deal
would have helped to shift the economic
power of Asia from China to smaller
East Asian nations such as Vietnam and
Malaysia, securing a win for America on
the geopolitical stage for decades
to come. The TPP—if
enacted—would increase
US exports by
over $123.5
billion
b y
the
year
2025, according
to The Balance,
and help the
ailing
auto
and
heavy
machinery
industries.
Instead of
relying upon
inter national
free trade deals,
the president
often uses
tariffs
as a
threat to
China
and
thus
shoots
American
producers
in the foot. If
Trump had signed the
TPP into existence, America could have
protected its intellectual property from
China by making sure that America mainly
exported to its allies in Asia and abroad;
the TPP strategically did not put China into
the agreement in order to shift the balance
of economic power of Asia to emerging
markets. Decrying such a deal has only
harmed America’s position in the world.

Trump’s policy toward refugees and
asylum seekers is simply cruel and goes
against the very ideals of America as a
beacon of freedom and liberty and highlights
America’s hypocrisy on human rights. What
gives America the right to criticize other
countries for human rights violations when
we ourselves are conducting such gross
violations? Under Donald Trump, the spirit
of nativism has thrived, as evident
by the enaction of the
“Muslim Ban” in early
2017. The president
has taken action to
vastly reduce the
inflow of Syrian
immig rants,
referring
to
them
collectively

as “the
ultimate
Tr o j a n
Horse.” Trump
has even placed a limit
on the
number
of Syrian
refugees
at 18,000 for the 2020 fiscal year, the
lowest level in 40 years, and, more
importantly, a stark departure
from the immigration policy of previous
presidents.
America has always pursued a strong
interventionist military policy which has
called for protecting human rights and
loyalty, although we must also admit that our
nation has not always lived up to its own high
moral principles. When Trump announced
a withdrawal of ground forces from Syria,

it sent a huge shockwave around America’s
military circles. Many were worried about
the message that was being sent to our allies,
as vast swaths of land patrolled by American
and Kurdish forces in Northern Syria were
not effectively given up to Syrian resident
Bashar al-Assad’s forces. This represents
a huge win for Russia and Turkey as it is
now fully possible for Russia to defend its
strategic interests in the
Mediterrean.
Russia
can now ensure that
their military base
in Tartus, Syria
will continue to
survive, and Turkey
will now have free
reign to create a 20-mile
deep, 300-mile long
buffer zone in Northern
Syria using demographic
engineering and military
power. Turkey’s ambitions in
Northern Syria are clear: it wants
to ensure that the sentiments for
independence proposed by the Kurds
do not spill over into Turkey, a country
already fighting Kurdish insurgents within
its borders. Trump has erroneously claimed
that under his administration, “100% of the
ISIS caliphate has been defeated.” However,
by withdrawing American ground troops
from Northern Syria, ISIS will start to gain
a foothold in Syria again as the Kurdish
fighters who were previously committed
to only fighting ISIS will also have to fight
against Turkish-sponsored rebels in a twofront conflict. Already, ISIS prisoners have
escaped from Syrian detention camps
and the area of Northern Syria feeds on
volatility—a perfect storm for ISIS to gain
sympathy from the people of this area and
rebuild its empire.
The Trump foreign policy is a disastrous
piece of thought that hurts America’s
military and diplomatic reputation and
represents the culmination of populist antiglobalization sentiments.

administrations employ aspects of it during
their terms. Its agenda, which involves high
protective tariffs and promotion of domestic
businesses, has become a conservative
pillar. The problems with this approach are
widely touted, as tariffs generally decrease
international trade. However, domestic
manufacturers benefit because their products
become more financially competitive,
decreasing the trade deficit which threatens
to weaken a country’s economy. According
to the U.S. government, the United States
faces a trade deficit of more than 50 billion
dollars per month, so it is imperative that
local manufacturers be boosted in order to
compete with cheaper options coming from
countries like China. Although Trump’s
steep tariffs on Chinese imports have
destabilized the world economy and invited
widespread condemnation, the fact remains
that the American trade deficit with China
has dropped 12.8% since 2018, as reported
by ABC News. This means that American
exports are finally growing, and one day may
even surpass imports, saving domestic jobs
and strengthening the dollar. The decrease is
attributable to Trump’s trade policies. What’s
more, the American economy’s bull market
is now in its tenth year and shows no signs
of slowing down: the Chicago Fed estimates
that the GDP will grow another 1.9% in
2020. Economic protectionism, although
controversial, is very clearly the path
towards a stronger American economy. And
although currently the GOP is known for
this strategy, Democrats have also employed
it; in fact, the most prominent Democrat
in modern history, Franklin D. Roosevelt,

engaged in economic isolationism during
the Great Depression. Despite outside
pressure, he pulled the country off the
international gold standard in 1933, inflating
the value of the dollar and putting more
money into American pockets. Additionally,
during the poverty-stricken years of the
Depression, Roosevelt promoted domestic
improvements over foreign trade. These
measures contributed to a steady decrease
in unemployment—from a staggering 25%
in 1933 to 15% in 1937—showing that
economic protectionism had provided for
new domestic job opportunities. Whether
used for conservative or liberal purposes,
protectionism
strengthens
American
currency and protects national employment,
which is a selling point for millions of
Americans.
In today’s political climate, military
withdrawal is by far the most popular feature
of the isolationist mentality. The beginning
of the 21st century was meant to be a
harbinger of light and advancement; instead,
Americans found themselves embroiled in
two foreign wars within the first three years
of the new millennium. In 2001, the Bush
administration began the Afghanistan War
in response to the September 11th attacks,
claiming that the Taliban posed a threat to
the sovereignty of other nations. Since then,
American soldiers have been wasting away
overseas, fighting an enemy against whom
they have made barely any headway. Since
2001, Brown University alleges that more
than 2,400 American soldiers have died in
Afghanistan, with over 20,000 wounded.
However, these numbers pale in comparison

to the tens of thousands of murdered
Afghan civilians. For the sheer lack of
progress, this carnage is utterly inexcusable.
What’s worse, the conflict continues to drag
on interminably. Herein lies the inherent
problem with globalism: when every
problem prompts invasion or full-blown
warfare, a long-lasting struggle for power
ensues, and bad blood inevitably brews
between the countries, thus perpetuating
the conflict. In Afghanistan, for example,
Americans were initially fighting to capture
Osama bin Laden. By all means, then, the
war should have ended with his death, but it
has continued over issues that do not justify
the deaths that they have caused. Just as it
was in Vietnam fifty years ago, globalism
led the United States to involve itself in
conflicts that it does not have a direct stake
in anymore. As predicted, most citizens
have picked up on the fact that the fighting
is pointless. The removal of troops is so
strongly supported that both Democrats and
Republicans have already begun to outline
plans to bring soldiers back. To salvage
the U.S.’s reputation, current leaders must
return American soldiers and refrain from
committing troops in the foreseeable future.
Now that the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans
can so easily be crossed, it is nearly impossible
to fully isolate the United States, both
physically and economically. International
trade is essential to the U.S.’s survival, and
the dollar is the world’s reserve currency.
America will always be a global player; as it
matures, however, it must learn how to sit on
the sidelines in order to avoid conflict and
strengthen the economy.

Strength in Seclusion
By MRUNMAYI JOSHI, junior
THROUGHOUT THE LAST few decades,
and especially after the fall of the Soviet
Union, the United States has been the
dominant force in most international
rulings. Seen as bastions of democracy,
free markets, and prosperity, American
values are considered the flag-bearers for
the march of progress. As the world enters
the 21st century, however, many Americans
have become increasingly reluctant to
involve the nation in global politics, and
America’s isolationist roots are making a
resurgence. The challenges presented by
actively involving oneself in globalism are
intimidating and arise in almost all spheres
of influence: financial, military, and social.
The growing popularity of isolationism
was a major factor in the 2016 presidential
success of Donald Trump, a dark-horse
candidate whose most popular slogan
“Build the wall!” referred to a proposal
to keep out illegal immigrants. Today, as
Trump faces increasingly sharp criticism
from his contemporaries, he has reverted
to the isolationist policies that propelled
him into the White House, including public
praise of the border wall and proposals
to remove troops from their active-duty
stations. Although Trump’s approach to
foreign policy is divisive in the extreme,
the basic kernel of isolation is sound. To
regroup its citizens and plan for upcoming
problems, America must first look inward
and care for itself.
Economic protectionism is usually the
most tenable form of isolation, and many
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Trippin’ Through Time
TIME IS something we don’t value until it passes us by in the blink of an eye. And as we take the
time to ready ourselves for the new decade, let’s not forget to reminisce on the iconic ‘10s. It’s hard
to believe that last Christmas (I gave you my heart) was only a month ago, and our favorite sappy
holiday, Valentine’s Day, is just around the corner. We started our journey in this decade as tiny tots
in elementary school with nothing but the clothes on our backs. And now here we find ourselves
as slightly larger tots in high school, ready to face the “real world.” So settle in, grab your popcorn,
and join us at Hawkeye as we take a trip down memory lane.

DISCLAIMER: Anything suggested in the following articles are purely for entertainment purposes
only, and are not meant to be taken to heart.

A Holiday Hullabaloo
By DEV DOSHI, freshman
AH, THE HOLIDAYS. A whole week and a half off from school, tests, and studying. The “Photosynthesis Song” will no longer be part of your
morning routine, and there will be no more hopeless attempts to sell cheesecake or chocolate or potatoes for whatever fundraiser you’re doing, no
more tactical plans to get into the renowned AP Lunch, no more yoga poses to get cell phone signal, and no more using Snow Day Calculator in hopes
of a day off. The holidays are a time when you can really sit back and relax… or are they? Right after the break, you have to go back to hitting your
potato sale quota, borrowing gym clothes from the lost and found, and getting back on the grind for AP Lunch. These tasks are quite formidable, so
the best course of action is to utilize the holidays to their greatest extent, whether you are actually doing work (not recommended), locking Santa in
your basement to achieve unlimited gifts, or trying something completely new.
Sleep. Mention this word, and JP students will ask, “What’s that? Who’s she?” For the average JP student, sleep is optional. However, to ace that AP
class, you need to sleep for that extra boost of energy. A proven way to earn more sleep is to simply hibernate. Just ask polar bears. A valid idea is to
sleep for the entire break so that when you come back to school, you will be refreshed and ready for six months of continuous all-nighters. However,
before your week-long hibernation, you’ll need to prepare. You probably learned in Biology that bears build up their fat stores before hibernating
so that they don’t run out of energy—therefore, you should gorge yourself on
Gertrude Hawk bars and citrus fruit the first day of winter break. When you wake
up on January 2, you’ll be pleased to find that all this fat has essentially dissolved!
When people think of the holidays, they always think of one thing: the big man
who breaks into your house at night, uninvited, to suspiciously give you “presents.”
In other words, Santa. Make a wishlist of everything you need, from good grades to
things that will actually help you in real life—like a Dunkin’ Donuts gift card. Santa
will get you everything you need, and if you throw in a tip, he might take your SATs
for you or finish all your college apps. One of the most useful things that one can
put on their list is water, especially after Olaf discovered that water has memory.
Using this information, tactically ask Santa for gallons and gallons of water, and
surgically plug some water bottles into your head. Fill your water up with all the test
material, bring your bottle-infused head to the test, and you will be sure to ace the
test! This is foolproof, as the water bottles are literally a part of you now, so your
teacher can’t tell you to put them away, unlike other cheating gadgets like your phone
or your calculator lid.
To make sure you can sprint to your classes on time (since those water bottles
are pretty heavy), you will need to get fit, and what better time to do this than
the holidays! From running store to store for last-minute Christmas shopping to
carrying those shopping bags for a solid core workout, you’ll be looking like The
Rock in no time! Sprinkle in some Bruce Lee with last-minute shopping combats
and record-breaking sprints to the clearance section, and you’re sure to be an allaround ninja.
You have good grades, you are fit, and you have your precious gifts. However,
what good is any of that if you can’t get to school on time? The last recommended thing on your Christmas wish list should be a reindeer to dash,
dance, or prance to school on time. After all, if you have too many lates, you won’t graduate, which means no diploma, no job, no house, no food, and,
ultimately, death—all because you didn’t ask Santa for Blitzen. Trust me, they know the rain, dear.
In the end, if your holidays don’t go as planned (i.e. you’re on the naughty list, you got caught cheating on your test with water, or both), don’t
worry! With the new year, there will be a new you. After all, someone you just can’t hold back anymore… so just let it go!

Centerfold Art by Cynthia Chen

In With the New, Still With the Old
By BALAN S.V., freshman
DOES ANYONE still remember paper? The thing that people used to take notes on, write essays on, and use for projects? Yeah, neither do I.
Apparently it was really useful back in the day, or at least that’s what the boomers say. I’m a little skeptical of that, though, mostly because, well, have
you ever written on paper? Writing just a few sentences makes me feel like I’ve broken all the bones in my right hand, suffered muscle contractions, and
lost half my respiratory organs. Imagine having to actually write research papers with that weird, mildly dangerous tool mass produced by a mysterious
organization known as Ticonderoga. The number of times I’ve had to go to the nurse’s office because of pencil injuries is alarming. It actually makes
me feel sorry for students who used to have to read textbooks and go to the library to do schoolwork rather than relying on possibly sketchy, maybe
even dangerous, websites like Wikipedia that have all the answers.
At this point, the only reason textbooks aren’t just collecting dust on their
shelves is because the curriculum changes every year or two. Otherwise,
textbooks might’ve been given enough time to go through the process of natural
selection. All the books would try their best to blend into their surroundings like
chameleons, trying to avoid their oblivious predators—students that couldn’t care
less about their existence. One can only imagine what a graph of textbook use
would look like throughout the years. There would be steady textbook use at first,
maybe a little dip when the Hewlett-Packard computers were installed in select
rooms (more on that later) and then BAM! BREAKING NEWS: Textbook use
falls off a cliff! Some suspect it’s due to the introduction of Macbooks, which
function as online textbooks and a way to play pass time with Papa’s Pizzeria
or Tetris. If you listen very carefully, you can still hear the whispers of longforgotten textbooks.
But this obsolescence extends far beyond ancient textbooks. While
daydreaming during one of my classes, I chanced upon an item of relative
obscurity—those HP desktop dinosaurs. Now, I haven’t seen a student actually
using those computers for work in class. Every so often, a desktop is used to
mask, well, “classwork” (by the name of coolmathgames.com) on the Macbook.
Aside from that particular strategy, the desktops are very rarely employed. I
thought that they would have been sold, maybe to procure funding for some club
or team, but it turns out that they are not only obsolete at JP—they are pretty
much obsolete in all of the United States of America. They’ve practically become
the textbooks of our generation—expensive to obtain at first, later obsolete,
and now too expensive to get rid of. At this point, I suggest we pile them all up on the auditorium stage one day each marking period and destress by
crushing them to bits.
Paper. Writing utensils. Textbooks. Old desktop computers. All are relics of days long past, almost old enough to be revered as museum artifacts.
There comes a time in every invention’s life that renders it obsolete. Our world never stops changing, growing, and developing. What would the world
be like if we still rode on horse and buggy? (Never mind the fact that these days, people pay high premiums to get those uncommon experiences.) The
point is, there comes a time when the world has no need for these worthless objects that litter our classrooms, take up desk space, and make our hands
ache. I say that we take a stand against these obsolete obscurities and rid ourselves of paper and pencil once and for all! To do so, I suggest we start a
petition and sign it—on our Macbooks, of course.

The End of The ‘10s
By ARUSHI SEN, freshman
BABY, BABY, BABY, do you remember when Justin Bieber had a
bowl cut? Or when the Kardashians went from barely known to
A-list celebrities overnight? Yeah, that’s how long ago 2010 was.
The 2010s have become an iconic time period of the past. As
we enter 2020, many of us reminisce about the “good old times”
by watching TikTok compilations of Nickelodeon and Disney
shows or remembering how once upon a time, we could actually
focus long enough to read a whole book at once. (Ah, to be
young and literate.) But as we leap over the threshold of the ‘20s,
let’s take a moment to remember the end of the ‘10s.
Of course, this decennary wouldn’t be what it is without
memes. For the boomers reading this, memes are those funky
little pictures that your children giggle at on their phones all the
time. Memes have evolved at the speed of light over the course
of the past 10 years with a new, more ridiculous concept almost
every month. The beauty of memes is that they are #relatable
to people all over the world. Believe it or not, it gets better!
Anyone can make them using everything from meme generators
to Google Drawings; and although it might not be much, it’s
honest work. Memes have evolved from those exaggerated
black and white faces to pure absurdity. Take, for example, cats,
Spongebob, and Kermit the Frog. What do lovable furballs, a
sponge that somehow lives in a pineapple under the sea, and
a green frog puppet have in common? Absolutely nothing—
besides how much they have made people laugh over the years.
The memes of the 2010s were and still are the best escape from a mildly stressful world.
The 2010s have also generated some of the best dance trends of the century. The Harlem Shake, started by Pink Guy (aka Joji), came out of nowhere
and instantly produced a worldwide phenomenon, where each dance became more spastic after the beat dropped. The next year, the Gangnam Style
swept in from South Korea and took its place at the top of the music charts for a memorable year of people giddyupping all over the world. Later, the
question at every party was, “Do you know how to do the Hotline Bling Dance?” To those who can’t, just pretend you’re dealing out cards but with the
force of throwing a shuriken! And the dab? Just pretend you’re sneezing but aggressively! And last but not least, the dance crazes of the 2010s would
not be complete without TikTok and the newly iconic… Renegade!
But even more memorable was the music of the ‘10s, especially rap. Rap has evolved from actual words to whatever Playboi Carti’s making these
days. The decade has seen consistent hits from the rap industry, with many of them occupying the number one spot, such as “Gucci Gang” by Lil
Pump. The era’s most prominent singers, like Ariana Grande and Taylor Swift, started off the decade as talented unknowns, but now they have become
the world’s most popular mainstream pop stars.
This past decade was definitely iconic, full of crazy dances and even crazier memes. As we move into the next decade, I believe—and I think I speak
for everyone when I say this—that nothing will top the 2010s.
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You Know You Go to JP When…

Across
4. ____, O ____ to John P. Stevens.
5. Year of the _____.
7. Green and _____.
8. JP runs on _____.
9. Best club, worst Avenger
10. Our football team is sponsored by
_____.
12. JP’s favorite fruit

Down
1. The ultimate chocolate brand
2. You need a business course to get in.
3. The most competitive gym sport
6. I be countin’ _____ to _____ (hint:
chemistry)
11. Not whiskey, but your favorite world
history teacher, Mrs. _____.

it has a very powerful smell, and there is a
strong possibility that that smell could be
updog, but probably not.
Maybe updog is the ever-recognizable
stench of the locker rooms. Granted, I’ve
never been in the girls locker room, but I
can say from the other side that the boys
locker room reeks of Axe body spray and
Old Spice deodorant. And the heat only
adds to it. I had no idea that
overpopulation ever had a
scent till I walked into these
locker rooms. Walking in,
you have to pinch
your nose
and pretend
like
you
don’t notice the
overpowering updog in
there, if that really is updog.
There is also the possibility
that updog is the noxious miasma
of gas from science class. When
you walk past the door and see
the blue flames, you feel the
overwhelming gas immediately
enter your nose. It’s like inhaling
the fumes at a gas station,
except it’s everywhere, especially
in a closed classroom full of
teenagers. The Bunsen burners
start to turn on,
and updog starts
to go away,
but then

mixed with another, more unpleasant smell,
and you wrinkle your nose, wondering what
it is until you trace it back to that one kid
who took off his shoes.
Of course, there is every possibility that
updog might be the smell of an ancient
book in the library that hasn’t been touched
for a few generations. So probably a book
from the nonfiction section. Maybe some
of the old magazines, too. I doubt many
people would know anyway. The only reason
people go to the library is for the occasional
rescheduled class or tutoring session, which
is honestly a true tragedy because it is quite
the hiatus from the updogs of the rest of
the school.
Maybe updog has its origins not during
school, but after. Every day, there is an
afterschool pizza sale in the lobby for
some club or another. It’s never just pizza,
as there’s always a variety of scrumptious
snacks, although pizza seems to be the most
popular item. The hearty grease on that pie
could power Edison for weeks, a smell that
diffuses to every corner of the school. That’s
probably the main reason why they never
have to announce pizza sales. The grease
does all of the talking. Or smelling, in that
case.
Whether updog is a marketing tool to sell
incredible amounts of pizza or just the daily
scents that surround us, we may never know.
There are an infiite amount of possibilities
for what updog could actually be, and we
have yet to scratch the surface of its true
definition. I, for one, have hope that some
genius scientist will discover the essence of
updog in its truest form, perhaps even in the
next few years. Until then, all we can do is
wait, and accept that we only have one true
answer to the question, “What is updog?”
“Not much, how about you?”

What Exactly Is Updog?
By ADITYA BHANGALE, junior
WHEN I HEAR the phrase, “It smells like
updog in here,” I always think to myself,
what is updog? In this school, we’ve all
experienced updog at some point or another.
Every day, there is a new scent wafting
through the school, pervading students’
nostrils, and stinking up the halls. But really,
now I have to ask:
“What is updog?”
Is it the smell of freshly sharpened Dixon
Ticonderoga pencils during PSAT week? Is
it the wonderful scent of pencil shavings
falling out of that obnoxiously loud handcrank sharpener (that may or may not
obliterate your pencil)? It seems like that
sharpener leaves a metallic smell that gets
worse every time someone decides to get
up during a lecture. And don’t even get me
started on the smell that arises when the
teachers have to re-sharpen them in between
test sections, which ends up distracting you
into choosing “your” instead of “you’re” on
the writing section.
Updog could also be the scent of a fresh
pack of Scantrons during quarterly week. It
seems to smell like a freshly-cut lawn or a
stroll outside after a light rain. It’s a smell
you can’t quite put your finger on, but you
just know it when it hits you. The only
difference is that the moment the smell of
Scantrons wafts through your nostrils, it’s
clear that you are going to have a week full
of studying, tests, and possibly a rainfall of
tears—if that’s how you cope.
Is it the odor of mildly warm spicy chicken
tenders in the cafeteria? On any given day of
the week, I already know what’s on the lunch
menu without even walking through the
cafeteria doors. Maybe it’s the measly slice
of pizza that everybody waits 10 minutes in
line for. Or the waffle fries that always seem
to hit different. Or some old apples. You can
never be too sure. That’s why I never buy
lunch, but it could be worse. There was a
time in middle school when they tried selling
Indian food. You know what they say: It’s hit
or miss. I guess they never miss, huh?
Updog could be the plants inside the
greenhouse. Not only is it a reprieve from
the stanky fishy, but it is an effective way of

feeding the community through volunteer
work. I’ve only been inside of there once,
but it did smell nice. It stands out on the
background of the other updogs at JP. Of
course, that nice greenhouse aroma gets
mixed once in a while with the smell of B.O.
Maybe that means it isn’t the updog everyone
keeps asking about.
It might be
the smell of
(yet another)
Gertrude
Hawk sale. It
doesn’t matter
how
many
times students
get told to not
sell chocolate
during school
hours; there
are always the
bravest souls
of JP who
risk getting
caught. From
the raspberry
that everyone
loves to the
coconut
custard that
no one ever
buys
t o
the
lava
cake
that was
the hype
for all five
seconds, the
glorious scent
of cavities always fills the air when any kind
of candy wrapper is opened.
On that note, updog could also be
the bagel that the kid in the back of the
classroom is eating. It doesn’t have to be a
bagel either. I’ve seen granola bars, waffles,
school lunches, Chipotle, and five-course
meals (with drinks included), but the
teachers have never noticed. Either that, or
they prefer distracted students over hungry
students. Whatever it is, I just know that

somebody inevitably forgets to bring a
hair tie to class, and the smell of burnt hair
diffuses into the hallway.
Updog could also be the smell of a
freshly buffed gym, ripe with the scents of
new sneakers and those pinnies they gave
you in middle school. When you breathe it
in, you can hear the sound of kids yelling
when they get too intense during handball,
and you can almost imagine someone being
crossed up in basketball. Sometimes it’s

Crossword answers on bottom of page!

Down
1. Gertrude Hawk
2. FBLA
3. Handball
6. Mole
11.Brandy

…but they panic when they have to write
one in 40 minutes.
…sophomores are having mid-high school
crises.
…you can go to the bathroom without a
hall pass and leave with a new one.
…you know all your teachers by their
affectionate nicknames.
…a gummy bear causes the mass exodus of
2,500 students.
…2 + 2 = 5 in English class.
…you eat lunch in study hall and study
during lunch.
…when someone says “They posted it,”
they’re referring to a grade on Genesis, not
a photo on Instagram.
…your wardrobe consists entirely of club
apparel.
…you accidentally drop your mixtape, and
they pull the fire alarm.
…despite what the lunar calendar says, it’s
always the Year of the Snake.
… you try to adhere to the dress code, but
they blocked all the shopping sites on the
MacBooks.
… your teachers tell you not to
procrastinate but take four weeks to grade
a Scantron.
… the only thing you know about this
Angela Chang person was that she was
really good at taking notes.
… your history teacher’s restaurant
recommendations are all the rave.

Across
4. Hail
5. Rat
7. Gold
8. Dunkin
9. Hawkeye
10. Patel Brothers
12. Mango

…apparently plants don’t turn CO2 into
oxygen by magic.
…Mr. Smith is your future platoon leader.
…the student council elections come down
to who has the best memes.
…MacBooks don’t even ask for your
consent to be rebooted anymore.
…the choir sings an entire song with the
words “Taco Bell.”
…half of the JP population suddenly
moves to Florida on the day PSAT scores
are released.
…no one questions the globe that’s used as
a bathroom pass anymore.
…your teachers stop asking you to bring
Post-its to class because they’re tired of
taking paper airplanes down from the
ceiling.
…people make Instagram pages for their
flour babies…
…but end up leaving them in their last
class.
…Spanish Honor Society events are catered
by Moghul Express…
…but the chicken tikka masala remains
untouched.
…your homeroom teacher learns your
name at graduation…
…and mispronounces it.
…you use TikTok dances for your WHAP
project.
…everyone can write a five-paragraph essay
at 3 a.m. the day it’s due…
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A Bandboozle for the Books

Scioly Scores
By AMOL BHINGARDE, freshman

SHRIYAUS LINGAM

The attendees of the dance pose for a picture after enjoying the food and music that the dance provided.
By APURV JAYAKUMAR, junior
ON DECEMBER 16, the JP Stevens Band
program held its annual Bandboozle dance
in the cafeteria. The event had something
for everyone, with a DJ, various games, and
delicious food. The event was not limited
to band students, and it brought together
members of the other music programs at JP
Stevens including the orchestra, choir, and
guitar ensembles.
B.E.A.T., short for “Band Enthusiasts Act
Together,” organized this event from start to
finish. Traditionally, they choose a different
theme every year for the event. This year, the
B.E.A.T.’s choice was a Hawaiian Vacation.
The theme would allow attendees to have
a taste of summer, quite contradictory to
the cold weather of December, and many
students looked forward to dressing up in

their summer attire. Members of B.E.A.T.
spent countless hours organizing teams
to create artwork for the theme, choosing
songs, and preparing the appropriate
food. Some of the committees that were
involved in the event planning process were
decoration, which designed the artwork, and
publicity, which advertised the event. Posters
were taped on the walls across school to
inform people about the time, date, and
location of the event.
The food at Bandboozle blew everyone
away, consisting of homemade foods such
as pizza, pasta, tiramisu, and cake. Another
highlight of the night was the music, which
added a spark of energy to the event, as JP
Band Alumni, Andrew Chen, returned to DJ
the event. He did a great job of playing the
top song choices of students and keeping up
with the Hawaiian related theme. The dance

floor was filled with students grooving to
their favorite music. There was also a photo
booth, flooded with students who wanted
to take pictures with each other, alongside
Hawaiian vacation-themed artwork made by
the students. It was a way for the students
to take home the memories they had made
from the event.
“I had an amazing time going to
Bandboozle with my friends!” said senior
Rachel Ho. “Even though it was calm at first,
the energy was quickly brought up when
everyone got into the vibe of the dance. We
danced the night away until the very end!”
Bandboozle definitely brought students
from the music program under one roof
for a lively night. It was a great way to close
off the remaining school days before winter
break, and left students with many new
memories to reminisce on.

Choir, contd. JPS Got Talent, contd.

between each department of music in JP.
The concert then took a quick turn to
feature a student-organized group called
CHORDgeous. This group sang an acapella
version of the popular song “Bad Guy” by
Billie Eilish, arranged by junior Vedanshi
Sharma. Their version of the song was well
received by the crowd with a huge round of
applause after their performance.
“Senior Vaishnavi Vinodhkhanna and I
auditioned people for this group, and it was
a very difficult process to choose who will
fit best into a group with limited spots...
However, we are so happy with our choices
and will absolutely keep on going with more
songs.” said junior Vedanshi Sharma.
After this, the Chamber Ensemble, the
most selective of all the ensembles in the
choir program, came up on stage. They began
their performance with “We Three Kings”
arranged by Darmon Meader, followed by
two quiet and calming songs, “My Soul,
There is a Country” by Hubert Parry and
“Rivers of Light” by Eriks Esenvalds. They
ended their repertoire with “Holly Jolly
Christmas” arranged by Kirby Shaw.
The last ensemble to perform was the
A cappella Ensemble. Their first piece was
“Plaudite Manibus” by Branko Stark, a song
that featured rhythmic clapping, since the
title literally means “clap your hands.” They
followed this with “O Magnum Mysterium”
by Morten Lauridsen and “Witness”
arranged by Jack Halloran.
The concert came to an end with the
Concert Choir returning to the stage and
performing “Hallelujah Chorus” by G. F.
Handel. Any audience members who knew
the song or were JP alumni were invited to
perform the song with the choir. Overall,
members of the choir put on a wellrehearsed and memorable performance.

The curtains opened to reveal junior
Meghna Das standing on the stage, poised
for the very first performance. She opened
the event with a stunning performance of
“Who’s Loving You” by The Jackson 5.
Following Meghna’s act, senior Jerrin Koshy
took the stage, rapping a quick verse, and
then jumping into a melodic chorus about
his life during high school.
The next contestant was junior Sanjana
Basu Mallick, dancing to “Let Me Love You”
by Justin Bieber. She matched the song beat
for beat, performing impressive dance steps
with ease. There was an unexpected twist,
however, as midway through the song, the
popular Indian song “Tum Hi Ho” from the
movie Aashiqui 2 started playing.
After Sanjana, sophomore Anika Sood
took the stage with the song “Rise Up” by
Andra Day. Another dancing act was a shared
act between freshmen Ishan Sachdeva and
Sanath Saji. The highlight of the dance came
during the song “HUMBLE.” by Kendrick
Lamar, and the performance ended on a
great note.
Junior Ayan Sayyed was up next, with
one of the most unique performances of
the show. He talked about the overcrowding
struggles at JP Stevens in his hilarious
comedy performance. He got the crowd
laughing with every joke, and ended an
amazing performance with a call to action
for all students. Another great performance
came from senior Arya Massand, who
gracefully sang “Young and Beautiful” by
Lana Del Rey.
Senior Riya Nigam, draped in traditional
Indian attire, presented a cultural dance and
danced skillfully to a melange of songs. Even
those who were not culturally familiar with
the songs got to experience an important
part of Indian culture, which is growing in

the United States.
“Watching the traditional Indian dance
was a very new experience for me, and I’m
glad I was able to experience that at JPS Got
Talent,” said sophomore Erin Ramos.
Sanika Godbole took the stage with “Kill
Our Way to Heaven” by Michl. Next, senior
Chitra Yarasani took the spotlight with senior
Rishita De, and together they performed the
choreographed dance to “Poison” by Brent
Faiyaz. Juniors Vedanshi Sharma and Austin
Edappara sang and beatboxed to a wellmixed combination of multiple pop songs.
Next, seniors Madeline Vale and Arzoo
Arora sang a magnificent rendition of “Less
Than Perfect” by P!NK.
The final act of the first round came from
seniors Aman Saxena and Sagnik Mukherjee
who played the piano and violin, respectively.
“The first round of performances
provided a group of kids with amazing
talent and contained some great acts,” said
Mrs. Petrucelli. Riya Nigam, Madeline Vale
and Arzoo Arora, and Chitra Yarasani and
Rishita De made it to the second round.
Riya Nigam, performed yet another
traditional Indian dance. Using aspects of
Bharatanatyam, a style of Indian classical
dance, she gave a terrific performance of
her heritage. Chitra Yarasani and Rishita
De performed another well-choreographed
dance in their matching black outfits. With
the final act of the night, Madeline Vale and
Arzoo Arora were joined with two others in
order to perform “Build Me Up Buttercup”
by The Foundations.
After all of the acts, the winner was
finally decided. Madeline Vale and Arzoo
Arora received the honor of winning JPS
Got Talent. Chitra Yarasani and Rishita De
were named as the first runner-ups, and Riya
Nigam was the second runner-up.

ON JANUARY 7, members of the JP
Stevens Science Olympiad team traveled to
Union County College in Cranford, New
Jersey to compete in the 10th annual UCC
Regional competition.
Science Olympiad is a national team
competition in which students compete
in 23 types of events, each pertaining to
diverse scientific topics including earth
science, chemistry, physics, biology, and
engineering. Thousands of teams across the
nation compete across the various levels of
Science Olympiad, which include regional,
state, national, and invitational competitions.
Teams that place highly at regional
competitions attend state competitions, and
those who place well at state competitions
attend nationals.
The competition was founded in the early
1980s as a means of allowing students to
express themselves in scientific fields, while
still establishing constructive team bonds.
As late Science Olympiad co-founder Dr.
Gerard Putz put it, “Early in my career,
I learned that in order to be successful …
you could not be [a] ‘Jack of all Trades’ and
that to get the hundreds of things done that
needed to be accomplished, you had to build
capacity in others.”
This year’s UCC Regional competition
featured the highest performing members of
JP’s already selective Science Olympiad team,
all vying for a first place prize in 14 distinct
events. Since the team’s inception in 2009,
JP Stevens has been a perennial powerhouse
at this competition, consistently placing
within the top five and often advancing to
the state level. JP Stevens placed second and
third in this competition in 2018 and 2019,
respectively.
The club meets after school every Monday
and Thursday, hosting a study session where
team members prepare for the events, work
with their partners, and take practice tests.
Additionally, mandatory study sessions
are held every Sunday at a team member’s
house. A lot of effort is put into maintaining
the competitive nature of the JP Science
Olympiad Team.
“Science Olympiad is based in a love of
learning, particularly in the sciences. Having
been a student at JP now for three years,
it is often said that we are strong school
academically. Our Science Olympiad team
is definitely an extension of a passion for
learning, particularly in the sciences. We all
work really hard to prepare for our events:
studying, researching, and practicing.
Overall, it took a lot of work to get here
and we are thankful for the consistency and
strength of our club as a result of the hard
work and dedication of our members,” said
senior captain Rishabh Rout.
The results of this year’s regional
competition reflected JP’s customary
strength. JP placed first in the “Codebusters”
competition, and second in the “Chemistry
Lab” competition. In total, JP’s score was
89, putting them in sixth place out of 27
teams in total.
“Participating in the Codebusters event
taught me a lot—ranging from valuable
skills in the growing field of cryptography
to perseverance and teamwork. The highly
competitive nature of the event, both within
our own team and against other schools,
definitely made the event challenging.
However, the hefty competition made
winning the first place medal all the sweeter.
Additionally, winning a second-place medal
in Chemistry Lab really made my experience
at Regionals that much more memorable and
successful as, overall, it felt good to be able
to help the team place as high as possible,”
said fundraising chair junior Nilay Patel.
This placement allowed JP to successfully
advance to the state level competition, to be
held in Middlesex County College in Edison,
NJ on March 10 this year.
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An Opulent Orchestra A Learning Experience
By WRETAM PURKAYASTHA, sophomore
ON DECEMBER 18, the JP Stevens
Orchestra Program played in various
ensembles for their Holiday Concert. Longtime director Dr. Verdi led the Freshman
Orchestra and Chamber Orchestra, while
second-year director Mr. Ridge led the
Concert and Camerata Orchestras.
The Concert Orchestra began their
performance with Richard Meyer’s “Deck
the Halls of the Mountain King,” a piece
that many members of the audience were
familiar with.
The next two pieces, “Lullaby” by William
Hofeldt and “Three King Strut” by John
Henry Hopkins, set a very calming mood
for the crowd. The Concert Orchestra
ended their repertoire with an arrangement
of music from the famous book and movie
series, Harry Potter.
Next was the Freshman Orchestra, who
had a strong start for their first concert of
the year. They began with “In the Bleak of
Midwater” by G. Holst and moved on to
“Feliz Navidad” and “Frosty the Snowman,”
two well-known Christmas songs. It was a
great beginning for the freshman, with more
to come their way with upcoming concerts
starting in the new year.
“I thought the transition from middle
school to high school would seem more
stressful. However, it was more comforting
than I could imagine; here, Orchestra is as
tight-knit as a family and playing together
in the program overall had a more content
feeling to it,” said freshman Ashey Haung.
The third group to come on stage was the
Camerata Orchestra, a new ensemble that
was formed this year. They played “Suite
of Carols” by Leroy Anderson, which is
composed of five movements.
The performers continued with “Pastors
a Belen,” a cheerful piece that eventually

toned down to be more calm, similar to
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” and “Away
in a Manger.” The Camerata’s performance
ended strong with a joyous movement of
“Wassail Song.”
Senior Raymond Tisch brought up his
thoughts, mentioning, “This my last holiday
concert, and playing with the Camerata
group was an amazing start of my final year
in the program. I’ve had so many memories
and I hope that in the future I’ll always keep
these moments with me.”
After a ten-minute intermission, the
Chamber Orchestra was up next and
started with “Souvenir de Florence” by P.
Tchaikovsky. Then came “Greensleeves”
arranged by Matt Riley.
For this piece, the lights in the auditorium
were turned off and glowsticks were added
to the ensemble’s violin bows to create a
captivating, glow-in-the-dark experience for
the audience.
“This year, we did something unique and
different. ‘Greensleeves’ was played under a
scenic video provided by senior Raymond
Tisch, who put a lot of effort into putting it
together,” said Dr. Verdi.
Finally, Chamber went back on stage,
along with Camerata and the Wind
Ensemble to play as a Symphonic Orchestra.
The ensemble began with the music from
“Miracle on 34th Street” by J. Vinson. Next
were pieces from the well-known Broadway
show “Les Miserables,” by B. Lowden. The
last piece of the night was “Hark! The
Herald Angels Sing,” which left the audience
humming the popular Christmas tune. With
that, the concert came to an end.
“Overall, all the groups seemed more
unified, especially socially. They’ve improved
and have come a long way since September.
I can’t wait to see more development in the
upcoming concerts and I’m very proud of
what we’ve accomplished,” said Mr. Ridge.

Navidad, contd.

for the event. They created posters to
advertise the event, organized the food,
and helped plan the many activities that
took place. Their hard work and dedication
clearly paid off as the event proved to be
a successful and enjoyable experience for
attendees.
“The event took a lot of work to plan and
execute, but in the end, it all ran smoothly.
It was great to see that everyone enjoyed
the event and we hope to replicate this
atmosphere in future events. On behalf of
the board, we were very pleased with the
turn out at the event and were glad that all
of the hard work and effort that went into
making the event possible came to fruition,”
said senior board member Jay Patel.
For dinner, the back of the cafeteria was
lined with a variety of foods, including pasta,
tacos, and pizza. The planning committee
ordered food from Taco Bell as well,
which proved to be very popular. Foods of
different cultures, such as samosas, were also
included in the menu.
“I really liked the variety of food because
it made the whole experience better. Not
only was I able to experience the Spanish
culture of Navidad, but I was also able to try
new foods. The food really took the event
to the next level. Additionally, I particularly
enjoyed the fact that the board was able to
get food catered from popular restaurants
like Taco Bell. It made the day seem like a
night out with food, friends, and fun and
really changed my preconceived notion of
how enjoyable a school event could be,” said
freshman Saket Sayini.
After everyone had eaten dinner, the
committee soon transitioned to their first
activity. Students were asked to guess the
number of marshmallows in a jar, and
the closest guess received a gift card. The

program continued to the main activity
planned, which was a gingerbread house
competition, with a gift card prize for the
winning team. Teams signed up in advance
and competed relentlessly for the prize.
Participants and their teams of four were
given a model kit with all the materials
needed to build the house. At their disposal,
teams had icing which they used as glue
and various gummy bears and small pieces
of candy to make their houses as visually
pleasing as possible. Each team was given
15 minutes to create their own gingerbread
house. The houses were then judged on a
variety of factors such as appearance and
structural integrity. The winning team was
awarded the much anticipated prize of a gift
card.
Junior Shivan Mukherjee joked, “The
competition was fierce. We all battled it out
to try to come out with the top gingerbread
house after 15 minutes. We glued our
graham crackers together, stuck our gummy
bears on, and even though in the end we
were disappointed that we had lost, we still
got to eat our gingerbread house in the end.
The event was certainly a fun and enjoyable
way to serve the Spanish Honor Society and
give back to our community.”
The night ended with some light music
and dancing before people began to head
home.
“The night was a great success,” said
SHH co-advisor, Señorita Milton. “I feel
the most important thing that students got
out of the event was knowing the money
from their ticket sales went to a family in our
own community to help make their holiday
season as joyous as possible.”
Providing a mix of entertainment and
goodwill, this event proved to be a great way
to give back to the community.

By JAY RANA, freshman
ON JANUARY 11, the JP Stevens Family,
Career and Community Leaders of America
(FCCLA) welcomed members of the club
from all over the state of New Jersey to JP
for the Leadership Boot Camp.
This year, JP Stevens was the host school
for the one day conference, placing greater
responsibility on the club and its members.
In order for the event to run smoothly,
members came together to help organize
the day, and some even reported to school
early to set up and prepare food for other
attendees.
After morning preparations were
completed, the day of fun and learning
began with a breakfast consisting of bagels,
fruit, and hot chocolate for students and
advisors.
At the same time, the junior state officers,
Sophia Patel, Samhitha Mupharaphu, and
Melanie Mendonca led ice breakers for
members to familiarize themselves with
each other.
Afterwards, students began workshops
and activities with the two leadership
trainers, Catherine Digioia-Weinfeld and
Bill Plastine, both alumni of FCCLA and JP
Stevens. Members then had the opportunity
to have lunch before continuing more
workshops centered around leadership,
happiness, and success.
“Leadership Bootcamp was an amazing
experience,” said Samhitha Mupharaphu,
president of the JP Stevens FCCLA chapter.
“The day was filled with excitement,
outstanding leadership trainers, ambitious
youth leaders, and smiles! Members who
attended gained many leadership skills and
learned about how their attitude towards a
situation can affect the outcome.”
Every year, the conference is based
around the theme of a different book

and the chosen book this year was Shawn
Achor’s The Happiness Advantage. In his
book, Achor discusses seven fundamental
principles of positive psychology that can be
used to increase the potential for success and
performance. The book also emphasizes that
success is fueled by happiness and not the
other way around.
Therefore, the importance of being
happy before gaining any real successes
in life was taught by the leadership leaders
during the event. Other minor topics, such
as strengthening relationships and team
building, were also discussed.
“This year’s leadership bootcamp was a
success because many youth leaders across
the state developed leadership skills, such as
team building, public speaking, networking,
and how to manage a healthy lifestyle,” said
Melanie Mendonca. “The best experience
for me was when we got to study what the
book was about and utilize its lessons about
gratefulness in our everyday lives as well as
our leadership positions.”
The Leadership Bootcamp held at JP
was a great way for the NJ FCCLA state
association to provide members with a way
of learning leadership skills that are crucial
for everyday life.
The club believes that leadership is a
skill that is always used, but can never be
perfected. By hosting Leadership Bootcamp,
the JPS FCCLA chapter allowed members
to start their journey towards leadership
development as they follow the road to
success.
“The FCCLA Leadership Bootcamp was
a truly valuable experience,” said sophomore
Ishneet Kaur. “I got to interact with new
people from different chapters across the
state as well as learn new concepts such as the
connection between success and happiness.
I am definitely looking forward to attending
the Bootcamp again next year.”

Connecting through Competition

KUSHAGRA GHOSH

The Executive Board members pose for a picture at FBLA Regionals.
By SHREYA SHIVAKUMAR, junior
ON DECEMBER 9, students involved in the
JP Stevens chapter of the Future Business
Leaders of America (FBLA) gathered in the
JP Stevens library to compete in the FBLA
Regionals competition.
As the largest student-run business
organization in North America, FBLA opens
up opportunities for high school students to
launch their careers in business.
At
Regionals,
participants
were
administered tests on a multitude of
business-related topics such as networking,
technology,
finance,
parliamentary
procedure, and public speaking. Members
can apply to take a test on a topic of their
interest, and these tests can be completed
either individually or in groups.
“Participants who do not qualify still gain
the experience of using business skills at the
regional competition itself, from introducing
themselves to guest speakers, to collaborating
on group activities, to creating pitches for

innovative ideas,” said junior Aditi Tyagi, an
FBLA member who has attended Regionals
in previous years.
FBLA Regionals came with an exciting
surprise: presentations from guest speakers.
A Forbes Under 30 Scholar, Akshay Kamath
is the co-founder and CEO of Nutrivide.
Kamath was involved in creating the
Nutrifier, a micronutrient-filled pacifier
developed to help infants in developing
nations.
The second guest speaker, Mitchell Stein,
is a JP alum and is currently a Wealth Advisor
and Certified Financial Planner at Morgan
Stanley. The speakers were both people who
excelled in the business field and used their
talents and ideas to improve society. The
participants learned much from Kamath and
Stein’s experiences working in business, took
inspiration from their careers, and learned
much about the business world.
“Overall, it was great seeing everyone’s
hard work and studying pay off for their
events,” said junior Benecia Zhang.
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Seniors Get the Vote

The referendum proposed solutions to aid the growing population in high schools like JP Stevens.
By SUGANDHA BOLLU, junior
ON DECEMBER 12, the vote for the
referendum for Edison schools took place at
several schools in the township.
The referendum called for the expansion
of Edison schools to provide more space for
the increasing student population. It aimed
to expand six of the most overcrowded
schools in the township, which include
JP Stevens High School, Edison High
School, John Adams Middle School,
Lincoln Elementary School, James Madison
Intermediate School, and John Marshall
Elementary School. Passing the $189.5
million referendum would result in the state
paying for $31 million while the district pays
for $158.5 million through taxes.
The referendum is a solution for the
current overcrowding problem as well as
the growing population in years to come.

By using trailers, converting closets to
classrooms, and using hallway classrooms,
the district has only provided short term
solutions to this dilemma. The referendum,
through the addition of new classrooms,
science laboratories, and updated gyms,
would create a safe learning environment for
students and serve as a permanent solution.
“There are last rows in the trailers where
kids cannot sit due to the rotten floor,” said
Mr. Sica, a teacher at JP. The referendum is
meant to prevent such situations that present
health hazards.
The vote that took place on December
12 is one of three votes that will take place
to pass the referendum. During the first
vote, about 3,000 people voted not to pass
the referendum, while about 2,000 people
voted “yes” to provide students with a more
comfortable learning experience. However,
not many senior students were able to

vote for the referendum as they did not
meet the age requirement to vote yet. As a
result, the township is holding the vote for
the referendum several times to allow more
seniors to vote and have a say.
Senior Aaron Neogy said, “The plan is
that as more seniors become 18, they will
be registered to vote in another upcoming
referendum vote held in the spring.” By
spring, more students will be of eligible age
to vote and may help the referendum pass.
In addition, there were not many seniors
who voted in the first round because many
were busy completing college applications
for regular decisions, most of which were
due on January 1, 2020.
“I don’t know any seniors who aren’t
working on college applications and are
voting,” said senior Sriya Sadangi. Seniors
are bombarded with college applications,
which prevent them from voting for

NICK KIMBLE

the referendum early in the school year.
However, if the vote takes place at a later
time, like in the spring, more seniors will be
able to vote since they will not be burdened
by completing numerous applications.
As more seniors vote, the student body
will have a voice in this decision to expand
certain schools in the town. Underclassmen
also believe that more senior students
should vote because as current students,
seniors understand what it is like to go to
overcrowded schools, something that adult
taxpayers might not understand.
Although many seniors were not able to
vote this winter, more seniors should be
able to vote in the future as these limitations
will not persist in spring. The passing of
the referendum is a major decision that will
impact the condition of many schools and
the educational environment of the district
in the future.

SPORTS
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Chasing Down The Trophy
By SUJAY ATHREY, junior
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS NFL Most
Valuable Player Award draws attention
year after year as it crowns the king of the
regular season. Recipients of this award are
recognized for their individual records, as
well as for having the most impact on their
teams’ performance. The MVP candidates
jockeying for the title this season are Lamar
Jackson, Russell Wilson, and Christian
McCaffrey. This heated debate warrants
the everlasting question: who will
come out on top?
The MVP frontrunner is the
Ravens star quarterback, Lamar
Jackson. The NFL has seen nothing like
Jackson; his elite speed and ability to evade
defenders, matched with his excellence
throwing from the pocket, makes him a truly
unique quarterback. After a devastating loss
to the Los Angeles Chargers in the playoffs
last year, Jackson rebounded this season,
throwing for a franchise-record 36 passing
touchdowns en route to a first-team All-Pro
selection. He also broke the quarterback
single-season rushing record with 1,206
yards, powering the Ravens to the highestscoring offense in the entire league. Jackson
has dazzled fans throughout the season
with his highlight-reel jukes, making him
a nightmare for defenders and coaches to
gameplan for. His performance this year
captivated Ravens fans, leading thousands
of them to start chanting “M-V-P” at
M&T Bank Stadium following their home
victory over the Jets. With his outstanding
performance throughout the year, Jackson

has proven himself as the frontrunner for
the MVP award and will be a force in the
NFL for seasons to come.
Lamar’s main opponent in the MVP race
is the Seahawks QB Russell Wilson. Wilson
is having one
of the best
seasons within
his career,
having led the
Seahawks

to get
a wild card
spot in the
hotly
contested
NFC. Despite losing
his favorite target,
Doug Baldwin, to
retirement after
the offseason,
Wilson tossed
31 touchdowns
to
only
five
i n t e r c e p t i o n s,
showcasing his
elite efficiency as
a passer. According
to Pro Football Focus,
Wilson has connected
with more 20-plus
yard passes than any
other quarterback in the
league, acting as the driving force
behind the Seahawks offense. Despite

Midseason Madness
By RAGHUL RAVINDRANATHAN, senior
BASKETBALL CONTINUES to evolve at a
rapid rate; the strategies and playstyles of
Shaquille O’Neal and Michael Jordan seem to
have been part of a completely different era.
To celebrate the league’s 75th anniversary in
the 2021-2022 season and build excitement
for the future, commissioner Adam Silver has
proposed multiple new ideas going forward.
One signature idea involves a midseason
tournament between all 30 teams within the
NBA. The idea is still in its fledgling stages
and would require ratification by at least twothirds of the league’s board of governors.
To the delight of many fans, this
midseason tournament would offer more
high-stakes basketball. It seems as if the
strenuous toil of the season quickly climaxes
in one week of intense Finals basketball, so
a midseason competition would inject new
life into the lull of the regular season. While
the potential upside of the tournament is
clear, the final reward of the tournament is
still largely uncertain. Silver has played with
the idea of using a coveted draft selection as
the prize for the tournament’s winning team.
The possibility of gaining this incentive and
using it to either boost the team’s talent
or as a bargaining chip would motivate
teams to put out their best players, which
would enthrall the fans. The teams who
perennially find themselves at the bottom
of their conferences would be particularly
incentivized to participate in this midseason
tournament. Usually finding themselves
eliminated from playoff contention early
in the season, the tournament would
provide a newfound opportunity to make
a deep run and excite their fan bases while
simultaneously boosting game attendance
and TV ratings.
As promising as this idea sounds,
there are various hurdles that must be
surmounted for it to actually be successful.
Throughout the long history of the NBA,
the ultimate prize has always been hoisting
the Larry O’Brien Championship Trophy,

prompting the question: what would be
the significance of winning this midseason
championship? Players usually see a victory
in the NBA Finals as the ultimate goal for
every season; in the words of Houston
Rockets forward PJ Tucker, “you play games
to win a championship.” Competition in
high leverage games always seem to bear
the weight of additional pressure; would
the players perceive an extra draft pick as a
worthwhile reason to be risking injury and
overexertion? Especially with the leaguewide surge of health awareness, players
would probably be hesitant to put their
bodies on the line for another demanding
set of games, so a clear incentive would have
to be provided.
The NBA could also use the idea of
guaranteeing a lottery selection for the
champion of the midseason
tournament. According
to the basketball
jargon, they’d be
guaranteed a
“ping pong
ball” in the
lottery;
in other
words,
they’d
have the
first pick
at the beginning
of the draft. The
ping pong balls are
selected at random, so even one
ping pong ball could result in the first
overall selection. For example, just this past
season, it was luck that propelled the New
Orleans Pelicans from the seventh spot to
the first overall selection and the right to
choose Duke phenom, Zion Williamson.
This potential idea draws many parallels
from the FA Cup in English soccer: the
traditional midseason tournament. All of
England’s 736 club teams are invited to
participate in the tournament, providing
the average soccer club an opportunity

being surrounded by a below-average
offensive line and a mediocre collection of
skill players, Wilson has consistently had to
make plays in close games. In five out of
their 11 wins, Wilson had a game-winning
drive in the fourth quarter, truly showcasing
his clutch playmaking
abilities. In games
against
division
rivals like the San
Francisco 49ers,
as well as the
Los Angeles
R a m s ,
W i l s o n
masterfully
conducted
the team
offense,
leading
his team
to numerous
important
comeback
victories.
While Lamar
Jackson remains
the favorite for
the award, Wilson’s
amazing season will
not be forgotten by
the Seahawks fans in
the Pacific Northwest.
Despite being the only
non-quarterback in the
MVP debate, Christian
McCaffrey’s odds are not to be ruled
out; McCaffery’s special season has placed

him in the thick of the MVP race. Amid
the injury of former MVP quarterback
Cam Newton, McCaffery’s explosive
speed out of the backfield has helped the
Carolina Panthers stay afloat. With 19 total
touchdowns and 2,392 all-purpose yards,
McCaffery garnered First-Team All-Pro
honors in two different positions, the first
player in NFL history to do so. Additionally,
he became the third player in NFL history to
have 1,000 rushing and 1,000 receiving yards
in a single season, joining an exclusive group
of running backs including Roger Craig and
Marshall Faulk. However, in a competition
that has awarded a quarterback for the past
six years, it is becoming increasingly difficult
for a running back to capture the trophy.
Combined with the diminishing value of
the running back position and the Panthers’
position as last in the NFC South with a
lackluster record at 5-11 , winning the award
may be a long shot for McCaffrey.
Regardless of who edges out the MVP
title this season, all players have had
impressive performances in their respective
positions and teams. Ultimately, winning the
MVP title is not an individual award, but
rather, it has larger implications: for Lamar
Jackson, he would become the first player in
Ravens franchise history to win the MVP;
for Russell Wilson, an MVP would cement
his status as one of the best in the NFL;
for Christian McCaffrey, winning this award
would reassert the value of the running
back. Although there is much debate over
who will hoist the trophy at the end, it is
without a doubt that this award will cement
its recipient in NFL history.

to experience competition along with the
world’s greatest stars. The event is not
only successful every year, it is uniquely
unpredictable and exciting. This excitement
was seen in 2013, when a relatively unknown
team in Wigan FC captured the trophy over
the reigning Premier League Champions,
M a n ch e s t e r
City. Hence,
fans hope
that
this
midseason
tournament
is going to
be readily
accepted by
the NBA’s
board
of
governors.
Another
change that
has
been
proposed in
the past is
to
shorten
the arduous
regular
season.
In August
2018, the NBA
cut down on the total
number of back-to-back games
so that players would not have to go
through as many physically taxing
stretches that could tire them out.
The NBA could further this
trend by trimming down the
regular season by potentially
24 games. The NBA has
considered various numbers
for what the new season could
look like, with estimates
ranging from 58 to
78 games. These
proposed cuts would
increase the amount of
games with playoff implications,
giving the fans what they truly want: more
competitive basketball.
In addition to possible shake-ups in the
regular season, fans are excited by some
additional ideas proposed to improve the
NBA playoffs. Silver has voiced his desire
for having play-in games to determine
seeding in the playoffs, similar to the first
four featured in March Madness. At the
conclusion of regular season play, the teams

seeded from seven through 10 from each
conference would have play-in games to
determine who the final two spots would
belong to. A previously unheralded ninth
or 10th seed could flash their true potential
and surprise everyone by qualifying for the
playoffs and bringing this momentum with
them.
Another suggestion, particularly favored
by the fans, involves reseeding the final
four teams left in the playoffs. Usually, the
last two teams standing in the East and
West would face off against each other to
represent their respective conferences in the
NBA Finals. However, this new idea would
eliminate conferences in this round by reseeding the remaining teams from one to
four. The first-ranked team would battle
with the fourth for a berth in the Finals,
and the second and third-seeded teams
would duel for the other spot. This idea
introduces yet another element of intrigue
to the playoffs to keep both viewers and
players on their toes with the possibility of
new, star-studded matchups. With critics
pointing to the noticeable disparity of talent
between the two conferences, this proposal
would reset the matchups of talent headed
into the round preceding the Finals. Despite
the positive feedback from fans, this idea
faces significant backlash from the Board
of Governors, as they cite travel issues as a
major logistical roadblock.
All of these ideas are still tentative, but
they offer the potential to re-energize the
NBA landscape, as well as viewers who
are looking for a change. However, Silver
rescheduled his presentation to the Board of
Governors, hinting at some complications
in the logistics in executing this proposal.
He stressed that once these issues are
ironed out, talks of potential reform would
restart. Despite the delay in execution, these
attempts at expansion are positive signs of
growth for the sport we all know and love.
As the league evolves in new and unexpected
ways, it is undoutable that a new era of NBA
basketball will be ushered in.

Rising Stars
JP STEVENS ATHLETICS has cultivated a strong culture of dedication and passion that exudes
throughout all levels of the program. While this attitude is impressive, it is the student-athletes
who truly embody these values, as they portray them while competing in their respective
sports. With the upcoming stars and their promising brilliance, it is clear that the culture of JP
Athletics will be carried in talented hands.

By JUSTIN TAM, freshman, VICTORIA HE and ASHNA VARMA,
sophomores, and KAREENA PANDYA and JAMES GIFFORD, juniors

KRISH PATEL did not anticipate his success as a runner. After missing
soccer tryouts in eighth grade because of an illness, he still wanted to
participate in a school sport and decided to try cross country. Since
then, he has not looked back and has continuously displayed his natural
talent and incredible work ethic in long-distance running. He credits his
continued athletic progression to the motto “work hard, play hard” and
admires the lifestyle of a student-athlete at JP. He respects the consistent
grind and hustle required to balance both school and sports. The junior
was able to achieve this balance and play a vital role in the cross country
team’s recent success, with an impressive personal record of 17:54 in the
5K. As a captain of the 2019 XC season, he greatly contributed to the
team’s first states qualification in five years, a result of their “collective
team effort.” Adding to his running career, Krish has also been successful
on the track team, where he specializes in the 800m and has been able
to claim the awards for Rookie of the Year and Most Valuable Runner.
To become an elite runner, he keeps a focused mindset to inch closer
towards his athletic dreams. With hard work and dedication, Krish has his
eyes on the prize: surging through the 4:45 mile time barrier in the future.

HAVING PLAYED SOFTBALL for nine years, sophomore Lauren Hom has
consistently led her teams to success. Lauren began her career before
entering JP, playing an integral role as a pitcher and third baseman on
the NJ Ruthless club team. With her abilities all across the diamond, she
was able to lead the team to a third-place finish in Nationals. Lauren
started on the varsity team as a freshman and has continued to
prove her well-deserved spot. The experience she gained from
her club team allowed her to excel in her freshman season.
At the plate, Lauren had 19 RBIs and 10 runs, leading the
team to a 12-7 record; on the mound, she had a dominant
effort against rival Piscataway, limiting them to just one
run. Lauren trains numerous times a week during
the offseason with her team and by herself in
the batting cages. She believes that despite the
loss of last year’s graduating seniors, the team
still has “lots of talent left and great potential
for doing well this season.” For Lauren,
team bonding and determination through
adversity are vital to the team’s success. As
she continues to work hard and practice
outside of school, Lauren is excited to
come back as an improved player and begin
another remarkable season with her team.

NASIR MAJIED first discovered basketball in the
summer before eighth grade while he was heavily
involved with football. After playing on the
freshman football team, Nasir made the big decision
to focus his talents on basketball. After making the
varsity team during his sophomore year, he posted
impressive stat lines and earned a spot on the team’s
main rotation. As a junior co-captain this season,
Nasir dropped 10 points in the season-opener
against Monroe, contributing to the close win. His
goals for this season are “to get his own name out
there and help his team win as much as possible.’’
Basketball has taught Nasir many life lessons and has
undeniably impacted his life for the better. As a high
school player, he admires professional NBA players
like Kobe Bryant and Kyrie Irving for their intense
work ethic on the court. As a student-athlete, he rises
up to the challenge of balancing sports and academics
by completing every assignment before attending his
practices and games. As he has proved on the court,
Nasir will continue to lead his team to success while
leaving his mark on the JP boys basketball program.

JUNIOR CO-CAPTAIN MCKAYLA DUFFY was
first introduced to basketball by her parents in
the first grade. Playing in the varsity program since her
freshman year, Mckayla has accumulated over 250 points
and 80 rebounds throughout her career. Throughout her
sophomore year, she produced both offensively and defensively
throughout the regular season and high-leverage games in the
GMCs, contributing to JP’s first Red Division title in over 10
years. Additionally, Mckayla won Most Improved Player in
freshman year and Defensive MVP in her sophomore year.
Outside of school, Mckayla plays in tournaments with her
AAU team and trains with various coaches who teach
her to hone in on her weaknesses and help her grow
into a more disciplined and self-motivated player.
As a captain this season, Mckayla has served as
a role model for her teammates—both during
practices and in-game. For the future, Mckayla
hopes to maintain her high level with more
consistency and expand the ways in which
she helps her team succeed.

SOPHOMORE MIA CHESSERE was encouraged by her family to start playing
soccer in the third grade, and from the moment she stepped onto the field, she
fell in love with the sport. After playing for a recreational team, she moved on
to play for the Players Development Academy, an elite soccer club, where she
has been playing for the past three years. For the JP girls varsity soccer team,
she has contributed greatly as one of the leading scorers with 14 total goals in
the past two seasons. In both her freshman and sophomore years, Mia has been
selected to the All-Red Division team and was awarded the Coaches Award for
Best Defensive Player. Mia attributes her success to her “determination, drive,
passion, and skills” and hopes to add to her statistics and achievements in the
future. Mia understands that there are still the areas of her game that which
she can improve, like getting out of her comfort zone and adjusting to playing
with new teammates. Mia will continue to push not only herself, but also her
team, as she develops into a true leader over her next two years in the program.

WHEN SOPHOMORE RUTH BAILEY was younger, she tried
out multiple sports before landing on swimming—a sport
that she was originally drawn to because of her sister, Cecilia
Bailey. When she first started, she took private lessons to
learn the basics of swimming before moving on to the MEY
swim team when she was around eight years old. During
her freshman year on the JP girls varsity swim team, she
was able to contribute to the Hawks’ GMC win by finishing
fourth in the 200 freestyle while setting a new school record
with an exceptional time of 2:03.44. Along with that, Ruth
was able to place seventh in the 500 freestyle with a time of
5:44.51. Ruth credits the success in her career to the support
and encouragement that she receives from her friends,
parents, and coaches who “have always believed in [her.]” As
a returning swimmer, her main goal this year is to beat her
sister’s 100 freestyle record and will “work hard to make up
for the many talented swimmers who graduated last season.”

FRESHMAN AJIT MALLAVARAPU was inspired

by his older brother to start playing soccer when he was
six years old. The more he played, the more fascinated he
became with the game, and at seven years old, Ajit began playing
as a goalkeeper for his team. Although he was apprehensive about
playing the crucial position, his love for the role gradually grew. As
captain for his club team, Ajit became a regional semi-finalist, a threetime EDP Cup Champion, a two-time Division winner, and winner
of the Presidents Cup Championship. As goalkeeper for the JP boys
varsity team, Ajit has earned Best Defensive Player of the Week with
90 saves in his first season. He credits his achievements to his discipline
and work ethic and feels that playing with upperclassmen has taught him
“how to perceive the game and learn from others.” For next season, Ajit
hopes to be selected onto the All-Red Division Team, as well as to
help the team achieve a better record and win the division title.

AS A CHILD, junior Nathan Zhong was first introduced to
swimming by his parents. Though they did not expect him to
swim competitively, Nathan “had always felt comfortable around
water, so it seemed natural” when he decided to pursue the sport and
eventually join the Metuchen YMCA swim team when he was eight. With
two years under his belt, Nathan has enjoyed many achievements. With
an exceptional time of 1:55.25 in the 200-yard freestyle and a 59.48 in
the 100-yard butterfly, he helped lead his team to place in the top three
at GMCs. Outside of school, Nathan has also competed in the state
championships with his club team multiple times. However, his past
successes have only motivated him to continue improving. This season,
he hopes to be able to qualify for MOCs, the Meet of Champions, as
well as make nationals for the Westfield Area YMCA Devilfish. With
two seasons left, Nathan is looking forward to forming closer bonds
with his teammates. He believes that the unique “combination of past
swimmers, current rising talent, as well as veteran swimmers” is what
helps the team continue to grow. In the future, Nathan hopes to
continue his passion for swimming at the collegiate or club level.

