
“An outpour of  grief  
and shock followed 
the sudden death of  

the global icon.”

By YASH MAHESHWARI, sophomore

A Night of Musical Theatre

The Future of Coronavirus
By THE EDITORS-IN-CHIEF

 EVER SINCE the first coronavirus case was 
reported in Wuhan, China, it has altered our 
way of  life—and the face of  education—as 
we know it. As of  now, there are hundreds 
of  thousands of  cases in the U.S. and well 
over a million around the globe, marking 
a pandemic that will shape the course of  
history. JP Stevens has been fulfilling its own 
role in “flattening the curve” and preventing 
further spread of  the coronavirus with the 

 ON MARCH 12, the JP Stevens Theatre 
Company debuted its interpretation of  The 
Addams Family in the auditorium.
 The Addams Family was first created by 
Charles Addams, a freelance cartoonist born 
in 1912, who based the characters off  of  
people in his life.
 The show began with a short introduction 
from the orchestra, followed by junior 
Bryant Baidowsky appearing as Gomez 
Addams. Six others joined him, and the 
group sang their first song of  the evening: 
“When You’re an Addams.” The song ended 
with several Addams ancestors together on 
stage, reflecting the theme of  the musical—
family. 
 “The theme of  family is crucial to the 
musical,” said sophomore Mounika Saka, 
“and the actors did a very good job of  
conveying that in the beginning of  the 
musical. The opening number was fun and 

 RECENTLY, Doctora Buonomo has been 
recognized for her outstanding citizenship, 
receiving the Municipal Award for her work 
with students both inside and outside of  
school.
 “The award was given to me by the 
Municipal Alliance of  Edison Township 
in recognition of  my years of  service to 
the students and young people of  Edison 
Township,” said Dra. Buonomo. When 
describing Dra. Buonomo, the Municipal 
Alliance of  Edison Township said, “Dra. 
Buonomo cares deeply for the welfare of  
those around and works hard to make a 
difference.” 
 In her many years of  teaching here at 
JP Stevens, Dra. Buonomo has sparked 
imagination and instilled a love for learning 
in her students. As a Spanish teacher, 
Dra. Buonomo hopes to see her students 
embrace the language and learn to love it, as 
she has. When asked why she chose to teach 
Spanish, Dra. Buonomo said that she loved 
the language and has a deep passion for the 
culture that surrounds it. 
 “She is a wonderful role model for both 
students and staff,” said Dr. Shallop. 
 Dra. Buonomo, having spent her entire 
teaching career at JP Stevens, received 
her doctorate from Rutgers University. In 
addition, Dra. Buonomo continues to attend 
professional workshops centered around 
learning and teaching, in order to grow as 
a teacher.
 “Teaching is caring about the students’ 
learning and sharing both my world language 
expertise to ultimately help students become 
well rounded young adults,” said Dra. 
Buonomo.

By SHREYA SHIVAKUMAR, junior
 ON FEBRUARY 20, the JP Stevens 
Orchestra held its annual Winter Concert in 
the auditorium. 
 The event featured talented players of  
all grades and skill levels, including the 
Chamber and Camerata ensembles. When 
doors opened to audience members at 7 
p.m., excited music-lovers filed into the JP 
auditorium, eager to watch the performances. 
 The evening began with the Concert 
Orchestra, consisting of  sophomores, 
juniors, and seniors, performing “A 
Moorside Suite” by Gustav Holst and 
“Idylls of  Pegasus” by Richard Meyer. The 
second piece in their repertoire, “Idylls of  
Pegasus,” follows the story of  the winged 
horse Pegasus found in Greek mythology. 
Each character of  the story had a different 
theme throughout the piece, the most 
memorable being the theme of  Pegasus 
himself. Sophomore violinist Viswanath 
Nair, who performed a solo for this piece, 
expressed that “the ensemble sounded in-
tune and each section uplifted the others to 
create a perfect melody.”
 This group was followed by the Freshman 
Orchestra, which played “Cavatina” by 
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commencement of  online learning on March 
17, though not without some considerably 
delayed responses. The facilitation of  online 
learning has had its trials and tribulations for 
both staff  and students, but support from 
the school and the district has not gone 
unnoticed. Schools are still open for families 
who are reliant on free meals, teachers 
have greatly expanded their pedagogy, and 
administration has done its best to establish 
clear lines of  communication. Despite their 
best efforts, however, many other adverse 

effects of  the coronavirus may not be as easy 
to control; students at JP and in high schools 
all across the country, especially juniors and 
seniors, are still unsure of  what their futures 
will hold in the wake of  coronavirus.
 Before the future can be considered, 
however, it is important to understand 
how and why such drastic measures have 
been implemented. The coronavirus has 
exponentially spread through a series of  
firsts: the first case in the U.S. on January 21, 

Students perform their rendition of “The Addams Family.”
inviting, and it really hooked me onto the 
rest of  the musical.”
 The musical could not have been 
possible without the contributions of  the 
many volunteers who make up the theatre 
company. They met multiple times over a 
course of  weeks to construct the furniture 
and any props needed. The months of  work 
were tiring and cumbersome, but absolutely 
necessary to produce a successful show.
 Senior Maya Sinharoy, the prop head, was 
responsible for monitoring the building of  
a large staircase, representing the Addams’ 
living room, along with the other props 
needed. She was joined by the leaders of  set 
and construction as well as those who were 
in charge of  the smaller props. The costumes 
that were used on stage were coordinated by 
senior Megan Kelly, the costume head. Senior 
Tia Warren was the light head, taking control 
of  the lighting of  the entire stage, a very 
important task. Without the entire crew, led 
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Democratic versus Republican—41% 
of  voters don’t identify with either party, 
according to a Gallup poll. It’s not sensible 
to come up with legal plans based on such a 
small demographic. Extreme liberals run the 
risk of  alienating potential voters, as they 
only represent a small chunk of  Democrats, 
let alone Americans. The issue is that 
they are still illusioned with their support; 
satisfying their Twitter followings is not the 
same as serving the American people. An 
exit poll from The Washington Post after the 
New Hampshire primary notes that only 
11% of  voting Democrats use the platform, 
underscoring the insignificance of  such 
social media platforms when it comes down 
to election time.
 Given the lack of  support for some of  
these more radical policies, it is extremely 
unlikely that Congress will ever pass them. 
Sanders’ platform includes the Green New 
Deal, free college, and the aforementioned 
Medicare-for-all. The funding for such 
laws would come from raising taxes on the 
corporations and rich, a move that would 
stifle the economy and require national 
control of  industries that make the United 
States billions of  dollars. Any one of  these 
measures separately would meet the ire of  

Republicans in Congress, but when 
combined, they would fail. The 

only way to move the nation 
forward is to compromise, 
not alienate the other 
party. Radical Democrats 

only serve to charm voters 
temporarily; they have no intention of  
delivering on their promises. It will be 
challenging enough for Democrats to adopt 
healthcare measures more liberal than those 
of  the Obama administration, let alone 
those of  the hyper-progressive candidates. 
Democrats must nominate a moderate who 
has a real shot at getting things done.

 THE AMERICAN political system is 
experiencing a polarizing time in history, 
with a popular demagogue currently in the 
Oval Office wielding power with absolutely 
no restraint. The Democratic party is 
fractured between its moderate and leftist 
wings, both of  which are trying to appease 
its base to win the vote. If  the Democrats 
want to choose someone that can beat 
Trump, they will have to choose a candidate 
that truly inspires voters to come out in large 
droves—like Obama did in 2008—rather 
than one that people cast their vote for 
simply because they have a capitalized 
“D” next to their name on the ballot. 
That leaves Democrats with only 
one option to win in 2020: appealing 
to the leftist wing of  the party and 
nominating Bernie Sanders.
 Often labeled as a communist or 
socialist, Sanders does not seem to let 
such monikers define him or his campaign, 
although he steadfastly holds to his political 
ideology of  democratic socialism. Running 
on a progressive platform that advocates for 
widespread reform in many sectors of  the 
American economy, Sanders 
hopes to energize Democrats 
by finally giving them an 
economy that benefits the 
common man and not just 
the Wall Street billionaires in 
high rise towers. Although 
he has been dubbed as a divisive figure in 
Democratic politics, many of  Sanders’s key 
policies, like Medicare-for-all and an increase 
of  the federal minimum wage to $15, poll 
well with the populace. According to a 
recent poll conducted by the Kaiser Family 
Foundation, 56% of  all Americans support 

Medicare-for-all, and 60% support raising 
the minimum wage. Sanders has been hailed 
as a radical figure, but what is so radical 
about his policies? What is so radical about 
people having a living wage they can survive 
on so they do not have to work three jobs 
to support their family? What is so radical 
about giving people healthcare so they are 
not bogged down with health bills that will 

cause them to default on their mortgages?
 Ethnic minorities continue to make up 
the base of  the Democratic party, and the 
Sanders campaign has formed a broad 
coalition of  voters belonging to this group. 
Although his support is greatest among the 
18-29 year old age group, he performs very 

A Not So Quiet Revolution
well with African-Americans, a base that has 
typically favored the other frontrunner, Joe 
Biden. A Wall Street Journal poll found that 
65% of  African-Americans have a favorable 
view of  Sanders, 45% of  whom are 
“comfortable” with him and 20% of  whom 
are “enthusiastic” about him. Moreover, 
Sanders also appeals to more Latinos than 
his moderate counterpart, with a Univision 
poll listing his nationwide support among 
Latinos at 33%, with Biden’s at just 17%. But 
if  there is anything that the 2016 presidential 
race has taught us about polls, it is to treat 
them with a little bit of  skepticism. The 
results of  the Nevada caucus provide more 
tangible evidence: in a state with a 48% 
minority population, Bernie Sanders won 
with 46.8% to Biden’s 20.2%, proving 
Sanders’s support among minorities.
 Many pundits believe that Sanders 
has no shot at beating Trump because 
he fails to beat him in key battleground 

states. However, the fears surrounding this 
problem seem overblown when considering 
the polls. The Quinnipiac University Polling 
Institute lists Sanders as beating Trump in 
Pennsylvania and Michigan, two key states 
that the Democrats must win to regain 

the presidency. Sanders’s widespread 
grassroots support will also ensure 
that new voters register in 2020, 
allaying fears about Sanders’s 
electability in America’s heartland. 
 Bernie Sanders has been a staple 
in American politics ever since he 

took public office in 1981. He has been 
on the vanguard of  change by constantly 
pushing forward the idea of  a more fair 
and equal America. Sanders is the obvious 
choice for the Democrats, if  only they can 
see past the labels the establishment puts on 
him. 

By MRUNMAYI JOSHI, junior

By ARYAN KHONDE, senior

Biden Our Time
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 IRONICALLY ENOUGH, if  there’s something 
everyone agrees on these days, it’s that no 
one agrees on anything. America is more 
divided than it has been in decades, with 
the gap between liberals and conservatives 
having become a gaping abyss. The current 
president is generally seen as the catalyst 
for this discord, with many Republicans 
lauding his administration’s tactics and most 
Democrats seeing him as the trampler of  
the republic. However, America’s problems 
involve more than just Trump; as evidenced 
by the Democratic 2020 primary field, the 
liberal party is undergoing a seismic shift. 
Democrats have two choices: veer leftwards 
and embrace socialism or adopt a moderate 
agenda. However, support of  the former 
will drive voters away and continue the cycle 
of  partisan politics that has been destroying 
American democracy for nearly four years.
 At the moment, socialism looks popular: 
Bernie Sanders, noted for his espousal of  
Medicare-for-all, is a frontrunner in terms 
of  electability. After the Nevada caucuses, in 
a Morning Consult poll, 34% of  Democratic 
voters said Sanders was the best choice to 
defeat Trump, as opposed to 17% for Biden. 
Yet this sudden pivot to the left is not a wise 
decision, despite the publicity it has 
received; it promises to be 
mostly smoke and mirrors. 
Gradual, permanent change 
is the best way to improve 
American lives, not a 
drastic reversal that will change again in four 
years’ time. A candidate that kowtows to the 
views of  less than half  of  the population is no 
longer the leader of  the people, threatening 
to make the same mistake that was made in 
2016. In short, a radical nominee, no matter 
how well intentioned, would stoop to the 
level of  Donald Trump. To fix America’s 

many issues, a president must listen to 
everyone; only a moderate candidate will be 
able to knit Americans together again. 
 Ironically, political minorities have the 
loudest voices. On social media platforms, 
it seems like people are either rabidly rightist 
or fanatically leftist, forming the illusion that 
radical policies are supported by at least half  
the country. But that’s simply not true. In 
a Hill-HarrisX survey from February, only 
about 13% of  voters said they would want 

the government to abolish private insurance, 
a key part of  Sanders’s campaign. In contrast, 
15% of  voters said they would support no 
government healthcare support. Thus, one 
can draw the conclusion that this extreme 
move, like countless others on either side of  
the aisle, is not as popular as it seems. 
 The same goes for the simple topic of  
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that such movies have to offer. For instance, 
Parasite sheds light on the ever-widening 
gap between the poor and the rich in South 
Korea, where the majority of  the working 
class is financially unstable, torn by conflict, 
and living in substandard conditions in 
underground slums, all while rich families 
that leech off  of  the labor of  the urban 
poor live highly comfortable lives. Without 
subtitles to bring awareness of  the situation 
in South Korea to foreign audiences, it would 
not have been able to touch the hearts of  the 
millions viewing the movie across the globe, 
most of  whom likely only perceived South 

Korea as the nation 
with the fourth-

largest economy in 
Asia and the home to 
popular K-Pop groups 

such as BTS and EXO 
prior to watching the 

movie. Thus, the spectrum of  entertainment 
forms open to the American public would 
expand, not only providing Americans with 
a wider range of  movies to choose from, but 
also preventing Americans from missing out 
on phenomenal movies and the messages 
they convey simply because of  lingual 
limitations. 
 Not only do subtitles help to break down 
the lingual barriers that prevent non-native 
speakers of  a language from enjoying 

 IN BOTH 2014 and 2018, Presidential 
Candidate Bernie Sanders attempted to 
introduce legislation to designate Election 
Day, the first Tuesday after November 
1, as a federally recognized national 
holiday known as “Democracy Day.” He 
received considerable support from fellow 
Democrats who wanted to drive up voter 
turnout rates, but the idea received minimal 
backing from Republicans. Why is this? Why 
did so many senators lash out against a move 
that would uphold the very democratic 
processes that they took an oath to protect? 
The simple answer is that making Election 
Day a national holiday is an idea that would 
have a number of  unforeseen side effects: 
not only would the action fail to produce the 
intended effect of  increasing voter turnout, 
but it would also harm low-income workers 
and cause economic backlash. 
 Let’s pretend for a moment that Bernie 
Sanders got what he wanted. His legislation 
was passed, and Election Day rolled around. 
Surely, voter turnout rates would go through 
the roof, the country’s democracy would 
be fixed, and complaints about the fairness 
of  the voting system would be eliminated. 
Right? Unfortunately not. Making Election 
Day a national holiday would mean that 
large corporation workers and government 
workers would get a paid day off  while 
the majority of  America’s workers would 
be forced to go to work or have an unpaid 
day. Low-income workers would have an 
increased workload, especially those in retail, 

food, and travel, which become more active 
on holidays. Low-income workers already 
find it difficult to vote due to their work 
schedules, and this move would only make 
it more difficult for them to do so. Working 
parents would have to deal with school 
closings and figure out child care, which are 
not activities that are conducive to exercising 
voting rights. 
 Making Election Day a national holiday 
not only makes voting inconvenient 
and unmanageable for an important 
demographic, but is also undemocratic. 
There is a direct correlation between income 
and voter turnout. Communities with lower 
average incomes typically have lower voter 
turnout rates, while those with higher 
incomes typically have high voter turnout 
rates. Making Election Day a national 
holiday would therefore increase voter 
turnout for the wealthy and isolate low- 
income workers, making the voting system 
even more lopsided towards the wealthy. 
Multitudes of  common Americans call for 
their voices to be heard in issues that matter 
to them, and voting is the easiest way for 
them to do so. We should be making voting 
more accessible to low-income Americans, 
not actively making it harder. 
 Everyone loves a day off, right? 
Unfortunately, this isn’t quite true. There is 
one big factor in our society that would be hurt 
by another day off: the economy. Let’s not 
forget that a national holiday leads to closed 
banks, a dysfunctional Postal Service, and a 
government office shutdown. Additionally, 
most corporations would be closed, putting 

A Democracy Day Dilemma
a halt to proceedings in our capitalist nation. 
Aside from large corporations, there are also 
mid-range and small businesses to consider. 
If  all of  these businesses closed for a day, 
our economy would slow down for no good 
reason at all. Democracy might be what 
holds our nation together and unites us, 
but the cogs and wheels of  our economy 
are what truly run the country. Preserving 
and upholding our democracy is the noblest 
cause, but sacrificing our economy without 
purpose for a problem that has a number of  
other potential solutions would be wasteful 
and unwise. 
 The whole point of  “Democracy Day” 
would be to increase a subpar voter turnout. 
However, there is no reason to pursue 
this option when there are a number of  
alternatives that would be more effective. 
After all, methods of  increasing voter 
turnout are not limited to providing unpaid 
time off  from work on Election Day. 
Many states require employers to give their 
employees some time off  to vote, and some 
states even require these employers to pay 
their employees during this time. Most polls 
are open before or after normal working 
hours to facilitate voting. Online voting is 
an ever-present and constantly expanding 
option as well. Corporations are slowing 
down or pausing operations on voting day. 
Automatic and same-day voter registration 
would also increase voter turnout, as would 
increased absentee voting. Restoration of  
voting rights to former felons and improved 
youth education about the power of  voting 
are both options that would definitely be 

By SHRUTHI RAJARAMAN, senior 

 PARASITE, A MOVIE from the South 
Korean film industry, has gradually gained 
fame since its release, ultimately becoming 
a blockbuster hit and the recipient of  the 
2020 Oscar awards for Best Picture, Best 
Director, Best International Feature, and 
Best Original Screenplay. 
 However, it would not have been possible 
for the Korean film to have had such a 
phenomenal foreign reach had it not been 
for one major component: subtitles. As a 
result of  the English subtitles presented 
in tandem with the movie’s 
scenes, Parasite has met 
and become popular 
with foreign 
audiences 
across the 
g l o b e — a 
feat that 
could not have 
been achieved 
with only the 
Korean language. 
This correlation 
between the success 
of  Parasite and the movie’s 
use of  subtitles has brought to 
the forefront an idea that has initiated much 
controversy: while critics of  subtitles argue 
that movie dialogue is meant “to be heard, 
not read,” proponents claim that it helps 
bring entertainment to a wider audience. 
Despite the general annoyance toward 
them, the use of  subtitles in movies benefits 
individuals, countries, and the world as a 
whole.
 As reflected by the ultimate success of  
Parasite, subtitles are a mechanism that can 
bridge the seemingly large lingual barrier 
that separates countries from one another. 
The use of  subtitles in foreign language 
films increases the American public’s 
accessibility to non-English films; through 
subtitles, Americans are able to enjoy 
movies without being restricted by language, 
and thus benefit from valuable messages 

a foreign film, but their use also reaps 
financial benefits for both movie producers 
and streaming services. As the discussion 
regarding the use of  subtitles in the movie 
industry becomes more prominent, financial 
advantages of  subtitles to the entertainment 
industry come into question. As mentioned 
previously, the utilization of  movie subtitles 
could lead to a wider range of  options for 
American movie-goers. Doing so would 
also expand the variety of  movies available 
on streaming services such as Netflix, 

which would then be able to 
broadcast a larger range of  

movies and shows, 
financially boosting the 
movie industry as a result. Not only do 
foreign language movies receive recognition 
in places that they are not native to, but they 
also gain a proportional increase in profits. 
 Even with the benefits that come with 
the utilization of  subtitles in movies, many 
Americans and audiences of  other countries 
argue that subtitles are distracting to what is 
being shown on the screen, therefore making 

it difficult to fully understand the plot of  
the movie. Though this might seem true, 
many psychological tests indicate otherwise. 
As explained by Tim Smith, an associate 
professor of  cognitive psychology at the 
Birkbeck, University of  London, “[w]hen 
you’re watching a subtitled movie, you have 
to be engaged with the screen and be more 
attached, but once you engage with that, you 
can have as rich an experience as if  it were 
your language.” In other words, subtitles aid 
in dramatically increasing the engagement 
of  the audience with the action on the 
screen, and once the audience is immersed, 

it becomes difficult for them 
to stop watching.  
 After Parasite 

gained fame, 
the use of  
subtitles in 
movies has 
become more 
prominent in 
d i s c u s s i o n s 

as the global film 
industry searches for new 
opportunities to break 
into the American market. 
Additionally, despite 
arguments that subtitles take 

away the value of  the movie 
by posing distractions, it seems 
clear that subtitles can facilitate 
the eradication of  lingual and 

cultural barriers. A close 
examination of  the use of  
movie subtitles points to 
numerous benefits that 

significantly outweigh the 
costs. In fact, as director Bong Joon-ho 
himself  said during his award acceptance 
speech, “once you overcome the one-
inch-tall barrier of  subtitles, you will be 
introduced to so many more amazing films.” 
That means that the only effort Americans 
have to put in as a collective group is simple: 
overcome the “one-inch tall barrier” that 
separates the United States from the rest of  
the world. 

By PURAV MOHANTY, freshman

Stepping Over Subtitles
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effective in improving voter participation. 
Perhaps before jumping to conclusions and 
arguing that one solitary solution is absolutely 
the only way to fix a problem, we should 
analyze and consider other alternatives. 
If  our real goal is to substantially increase 
voter turnout, improve democracy, and 
give everyone a voice—and not just get an 
extra day off  from school and work—then 
we have to consider a variety of  choices. 
“Democracy Day” on its own just isn’t it. 
 The United States is considered to have 
one of  the oldest democracies in the world. 
It’s not surprising that our lawmakers want 
to preserve and uphold it. Our democracy 
is fueled by the people—if  only 61.4% 
of  Americans vote, according to the US 
Census Bureau, then 39.6% of  the people 
have no voice. However, “Democracy 
Day” is not the way to solve this problem. 
The intention behind “Democracy Day” 
is hardly sinister or malicious; in fact, it 
has an overwhelmingly positive intent. It 
simply just is not an effective solution, as 
the weaknesses and threats outweigh the 
strengths and opportunities. Moreover, there 
is no evidence of  any kind to suggest that 
a national holiday would in fact motivate 
people to vote. Making Election Day a 
national holiday would not be helpful to 
working-class citizens, would not drive up 
voter turnout significantly, and would result 
in economic repercussions that are not 
worth the benefit. Though widely touted by 
many, instituting a “Democracy Day” would 
prove to be ineffective, and it simply isn’t the 
remedy to low voter turnout.



In the fourth marking period, teachers will 
continue to provide enrichment activities, 
and grades will be calculated as usual.
 As for the seniors of  JP, prospects 
of  prom, field trips, and graduation are 
looking increasingly unattainable. These 
are typically the culminating events of  a 
high school senior—ones that seniors have 
looked forward to all year long. With the 
stress of  college applications behind them 
and opportunities of  a new life in front of  
them, senior year marks a time for friends 
and fond memories. Senior Ashley Choi 
was among the many who expressed their 
disappointment towards the unfortunate 
turn of  events. “I’ve been waiting for the 
fun that all the past seniors said I’d have. 
Senior year won’t be the same anymore,” 
she said. Evidently, this is a small price to 
pay to ensure the health and safety of  the 
community, but the frightening uncertainty 
of  the future looms in the minds of  many.
 For JP students, remote learning may 
seem more burdensome than attending 
school in person, but it is important to 
remember that social distancing is more 
than a mild inconvenience. While we might 
feel stifled cooped up at home, staying at 
home is the best way for us to contribute to 
overcoming this pandemic. As Dr. Shallop 
reminds us, “JP Stevens is a vibrant school. 
It was always active and it still is. While the 
building itself  may be quieter than usual, the 
school building is not what makes JP. The 
students, staff, and faculty are what make 
JP a special place. We are a strong school 
community.” Regardless of  what the future 
holds, doing our part in slowing the spread 
of  coronavirus ensures that our community 
will make it through these trying times 
stronger than before.

changing its course. “This could very well 
be a watershed moment for education… 
Necessity often breeds innovation,” he said. 
Many of  these changes will be gradual, 
but the efficiency and efficacy of  online 
schooling in the present may very well be a 
stepping stone for the future of  education.
 For juniors and seniors, especially, the 
effects of  online schooling are already 
painting a hazy future. These two years, 
arguably the most memorable moments of  
high school, are now being tainted by the 
impacts of  the coronavirus. Juniors in the 
midst of  preparing for college applications 
have realized the difficulties of  having 
their grades and extracurriculars practically 
compromised in the last few months of  
second semester. “I am unable to take part in 
summer programs that would have bolstered 
my applications… This also leads to fewer 
college visits to help me with my college 
search,” said junior Jay Prasad. 
 Others are more optimistic, however, 
as they attempt to see the silver linings 
that may come out of  online schooling. 
“Online school has been an overall positive 
experience and has made for a mostly 
seamless transition from real school… The 
comfortable setting of  being at home and 
the flexibility of  teachers has helped ease 
tough times,” said junior Abhinav Vayyeti. 
To accommodate other students’ concerns, 
the district has already stated that it would 
adhere to an A/B day schedule starting 
on April 13 to decrease the workload that 
has overwhelmed many students, and even 
teachers. In regards to the determination 
of  grades, Dr. Shallop confirmed that 
students who completed the remote learning 
assignments will have full credit added on as 
10% of  their third marking period grades. 

Future, contd.
the first case in New Jersey on March 4, and 
finally, the first case in Edison on March 11. 
Yet, the first time Superintendent Bernard 
F. Bragen, Jr., Ed.D. officially addressed 
coronavirus concerns was not until March 
9. This is not to say that the state and 
district were lax in their preparations for the 
eventual coronavirus outbreak; the opposite 
might as well be true, for an extensive tiered 
response plan was released to the public on 
March 12. This plan delineated actions that 
would increase in stringency depending on 
the number of  reported cases in the region 
and school. According to MyCentralJersey.
com, Bragen said, “We want to prepare, but 
we don’t want to panic.”
 However, in less than 24 hours, this plan 
quickly progressed from Tier 2 to Tier 5, as 
it was announced that March 13 would be 
a single session day. There was little to no 
information provided to students, faculty, 
and families beforehand, as these decisions 
were seemingly made in the span of  a day. 
This was quickly followed by the news that 
all Edison schools would be closed on March 
17 until further notice, an announcement 
that took both students, and even faculty, by 
surprise. 
 Since then, JP has been trying to adjust 
to the routines of  social distancing and 
online schooling. Dr. Shallop recognizes 
the challenges that have come with remote 
learning, as well as the extra steps taken by 
students and staff  all across the board. “This 
has been a very busy time working with the 
district and building administration to create 
a framework for remote learning, while at the 
same time providing support for our faculty 
and staff  so they can have what they need 
to support our students,” he said. To flatten 
the curve, students are still getting used to 
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the quick shift from learning face-to-face 
to learning through a screen. Teachers have 
had to take on extra responsibilities to create 
new lesson plans specially curated for an 
online platform and to accommodate all of  
their students to ensure that their education 
is still being continued at home. Despite all 
of  these additional measures, many students 
have limited access to online learning, 
making it difficult to give assessments and 
other graded material. 
 In our extended quarantine, it is no doubt 
that technology has greatly revolutionized 
the livelihoods and educational experiences 
of  students and teachers alike. The digital 
age has accelerated the advent of  servers 
such as Zoom and Google Meet, both 
of  which are currently being used in JP’s 
transition. There is an infinite amount of  
accessible learning tools that can be found 
on the Internet, and many teachers have 
been eager to use these in their lessons. 
Mr. Ray, who is looking to implement 
these resources, noticed that “with online 
schooling, that same technology is now 
teaching time management, ownership, 
and accountability—the inherent values of  
being in a physical classroom.” 
 While there are many noticeable 
advantages to having a virtual classroom, 
online schooling has also revealed many 
holes that must be filled before seriously 
considering an expanded role in the future 
of  education. Though JP is a high-achieving 
school, there is still a wide achievement gap; 
it has been especially difficult for teachers, 
counselors, and administration to contact 
students who consistently do not turn in 
assignments or respond to messages. Dr. 
Shallop is optimistic that these obstacles 
are surmountable, and JP is capable of  



education camps.” Charlie Campbell, a 
former detainee, testified how suspected 
dissidents would be spied on and sent to 
these camp to “learn the errors of  their 
ways” without access to a fair trial. Within 
such camps, detainees were forced to listen 
to propaganda about Xi Jinping and be 
beaten with sticks if  they resisted, according 
to Time. Chinese officials were terrified 
of  being sent to re-education camps for 
speaking the truth, causing them to remain 
silent despite these ongoing injustices. 

Campbell describes how nothing 
was done until “they got 

word from the top, 
and then everyone 

wildly over 
reacted in order 

to satisfy 
the leader.” 
Of  course, 

by then, 
it was 
a l r e a d y 
too late. 
C h i n a ’s 

restrictions 
on freedom 

of  speech 
have in the past 

and will inevitably 
continue to prevent 

its citizens from 
exposing the real damage 

done by the virus, thus preventing necessary 
nationwide support. 
 Aside from the failure of  China’s 
government to take preventative action and 
to learn from past mistakes, the timing of  
their drastic measures was inopportune. 
Chinese officials quarantined 50 million 
people—the largest quarantine in world 
history—beginning on January 23, but five 
million people had fled from Wuhan before 
the lockdown, according to AP News. Jin 
Dong-Yan, a molecular virologist, says that 
it’s too late to identify and retrieve the five 
million, as the infected among them will 

Quandaries Over Coronavirus
By JASON WANG, junior

 THE RECENT OUTBREAK of  the 
coronavirus, classified as COVID-19, has 
killed thousands and infected hundreds 
of  thousands. The coronavirus has been 
recognized as a threat by the World Health 
Organization (WHO), and its symptoms 
are akin to those of  the flu. This virus 
has drastically altered everyday life in 
America—schools and businesses have 
shut down, while restrictions have been 
placed on the size of  gatherings, and some 
cities have begun enforcing curfews. The 
Chinese government’s response to the virus 
was to quarantine millions; however, the 
effectiveness of  this action has been severely 
compromised by the government’s many 
blunders. Not only did China’s authoritarian 
government fail to take preventative action, 
but it also attempted to suppress the 
news; thus, its draconian measures were 
inadequate. 
 The coronavirus could have been avoided 
entirely if  China had put preventive measures 
into place after the 2003 SARS epidemic, 
which first appeared in China, then spread 
to over two dozen countries in the course 
of  mere months, infecting over 8,000 and 
killing nearly 800. SARS, according to 
WHO, was also a type of  coronavirus, an 
RNA virus that is transmitted to humans via 
other animals. It was unexpected for another 
transmission to occur in a wildlife market 
due to the sanitary conditions; however, 
China’s failure to put preventative measures 
in place following the SARS epidemic 
made such a coincidence possible. Even 
though the Chinese government sought to 
reform the disastrous wildlife market in the 
near future, the damage has already been 
done—the coronavirus has already spread 
to hundreds of  countries around the world, 
including every major country. Steve Keen, a 
professor at Kingston University, maintains 
that China could have easily banned the 
wildlife market through pressure alone: 
“When a Chinese official is told to enforce 
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some guideline, it’s brutal how they do it. 
When they’re told by China’s Communist 
Party that this has to be shut down, they 
shut it down.” One of  the advantages 
of  China’s autocratic government is that 
massive policies can be enacted effectively; 
unfortunately, this asset was not put to use 
when public hygiene was at stake. 
 The Chinese government itself  deserves 
a large portion of  the blame. When SARS 
struck, China not only suppressed the news 
for months, but also destroyed numerous lab 
samples that indicated proof  of  the 
illness. When  authorities 
finally brought the 
issue to light, there 
were already five 
deaths and 
three hundred 
infected in 
Guangdong 
a l o n e , 
according 
to CNN. 
Although 
t h e i r 
response 
has since 
improved, 
C h i n a 
is still 
guilty of  
censorship 
as they hid news 
of  the coronavirus for several months. For 
example, Li Wenliang, a doctor from Wuhan, 
tried to alert people to the coronavirus. In 
response, the Chinese government accused 
him of  spreading rumors, forced him to sign 
a letter saying that he had spread “untrue 
speech” on January 3rd, and Li later died 
from the coronavirus, as reported by CNN. 
Unjustly charging Li for “political libel” 
simply for attempting to raise awareness, the 
Chinese government’s response is deserving 
of  contempt. The extent of  China’s corrupt 
autocracy can be seen in their imprisonment 
of  a million Muslims and their use of  “re-

 IN OCTOBER OF 1907,  the United States 
of  America faced one of  the greatest 
economic crises of  its relatively young life: 
a horrific stock market crash that came to 
be known as the Knickerbocker Crisis. Over 
the course of  just three weeks, the New 
York Stock Exchange plummeted almost 50 
percent from its peak in 1906. Although the 
crisis was resolved relatively quickly, many 
politicians, including President Theodore 
Roosevelt, were concerned that such a crisis 
could occur once again. In 1908, Senator 
Nelson Aldrich created a commission to 
investigate the crisis. This investigation led to 
the creation of  the Federal Reserve System, 
a government organization responsible 
for maintaining central control of  the U.S. 
monetary system. Today, a new financial 
menace is on the rise, one that could once 
again undermine the government’s goal of  
maintaining the stability of  the U.S. economy: 
cashless businesses. In many cities across 
America, businesses are refusing to accept 
cash as payment for goods and services. 
While this may not seem like a big deal at 
first glance, these businesses threaten to 
plunge our financial system into anarchy. In 
addition to driving up prices for consumers, 
cashless businesses make it more difficult 
for small businesses to compete with large, 
established companies and undermine the 
authority of  the federal government. 
 The most immediate side effects of  a 
cashless economy are felt by consumers 
themselves. The advent of  a cashless 
marketplace may, at first glance, seem like a 

boon to the average person. Unburdened by 
unwieldy bills and coins, a post-cash society 
seems to be a technocratic utopia. But this 
freedom comes at a price and in this case, 
that price comes in the form of  burdensome 
bank fees. Credit card use does not come 
free; with every swipe, a few extra dollars 
are added onto your purchase in inquiry 
fees or surcharges. Businesses, unwilling to 
slash their profit margins, pass these fees on 
to the consumer. Although a dollar or two 
added onto each purchase might not seem 
like much, these fees build up over time and 
end up costing a total of  hundreds of  dollars 
in extra payments.   
 However, the people hit hardest 
by cashless businesses aren’t the ones 
participating in the system, but rather those 
who are unable to. In many cases, those 
facing financial difficulties may struggle to 
open and maintain bank accounts due to 
the regular fees required in order to do so. 
For example, major banks like Chase and 
Bank of  America charge upwards of  $10 
per month to keep an account open. In 
addition, should a person have a credit score 
that their bank deems unsatisfactory, they 
can be prevented from owning a credit card 
at all, severely limiting their transactional 
opportunities in a post-cash economy. 
Banks have also recently come under fire 
for discriminatory practices and attitudes 
toward clients. As Kenneth Harney wrote in 
The Washington Post in 2017, the overall rate 
of  denials of  mortgage applications from 
African Americans was 18.4 percent, from 
Hispanics was 13.5 percent, and from Asians 
was 10.6 percent; for applications from 

nonHispanic whites, it was only 8.8 percent. 
The racist attitudes pervading the banking 
sector send an ominous message for what 
damage banks may cause if  given unchecked 
control of  the economy. It is not out of  
the question that an individual, despite 
managing his or her financial situation in the 
best possible way, may be denied the right 
to participate in the transactional economy 
simply because of  the color of  their skin. 
By unjustly preventing certain Americans 
from owning bank accounts, banks also 
prevent them from participating in the 
growing sphere of  cashless businesses, thus 
facilitating discrimination. 
 The damage done to individuals by 
cashless business is clear, but what may be 
less obvious is the harm done to businesses 
themselves. In fact, the greatest casualties of  
a cashless world may be small businesses. 
Proponents of  cashless businesses tout 
their lower operating costs as evidence of  
why they should be implemented, but this 
argument ignores the fact that running a 
cashless business requires a larger initial 
investment. A small business looking to 
compete in a post-cash world must invest 
in credit card scanners and other equipment 
needed to process payments. They are 
also forced to cough up much more in 
transaction fees, each business becoming a 
profitable thrall to a larger bank. It is already 
exceedingly difficult for small businesses to 
compete with larger corporations, which are 
able to provide low-cost goods and services 
because of  their volume. In a world where 
the cost and risk of  creating a small business 
rise, the simplest solution for most would 

be to look for another job and abandon the 
American Dream of  commerce altogether. 
 Not only do businesses themselves and 
small institutions face large risks from a 
cashless economy, but the institution that 
faces the biggest threat from cashless 
businesses is none other than the Federal 
Reserve itself. The central bank of  the 
United States has been chugging along since 
1913 and has weathered each threat that 
has come its way. But the private banking 
sector is another beast entirely—one with 
the money, resources, and influence to 
fight a battle with the federal government 
and win. A future in which American legal 
tender is refused as payment by a business 
on American soil is a dark and dreary vision. 
Should the U.S. government not be able to 
enforce the legality of  their currency on 
their own land, America, already pulling a 
balancing act between republicanism and 
oligarchy, may begin its final descent into 
becoming a corporate state. 
 American corporations can do more harm 
than good to the American government as a 
whole; it is impossible to ignore the tendrils 
of  corporate influence creeping toward us as 
time goes by. The goal of  the banking sector 
is no longer to overthrow the government; 
it is to render it obsolete. Once it does so, 
it can take over as the sole financial power 
in the United States. And who would this 
change benefit? Not the common man, 
but rather the corporations and banks that 
seek to own America. The American public 
must diametrically oppose the advent of  
cashless businesses, which threatens both 
government power and individual liberty.

No Money, Mo’ Problems
By NISHANTH BHARGAVA, freshman

have spread the virus even further. “R0” 
is medical jargon for “R-naught,” and it 
details how many people will be infected 
by a single patient. The R0 is 1.4-4.8 for the 
coronavirus, compared to 2-4 for SARS and 
18 for measles, according to Time. While 
the coronavirus may not be as infectious 
as measles, it’s still a threat due to the sheer 
number of  people who may be spreading it. 
Even worse, the incubation period of  the 
coronavirus is as long as two weeks, which 
only raises the R0. The epidemic would 
not have been such a severe issue if  the 
quarantine had been enacted at a faster pace, 
since such diseases require geographical 
movement. 
 China’s response to the coronavirus was 
wholly inadequate—not only could it have 
completely prevented this new pandemic 
after SARS, but it has also egregiously 
twisted facts, and its massive quarantine 
should have been enacted earlier. Regardless, 
epidemics are inevitable, according to David 
Quammen, author of  Spillover, especially in 
an age when humans spend large amounts 
of  time travelling and interacting with 
others. This phenomenon is known as the 
“New Pangea,” as modern transportation 
makes the world connected more than 
ever before, bringing with it benefits that 
sometimes may require a warning label as 
well. Every epidemic can be viewed as a way 
for society to improve, and China can learn 
many lessons from this tragic situation—
at the very least, it should close its wildlife 
markets. Moving forward, one of  the 
cheapest yet most effective ways to lessen 
the spread of  a virus is through proper 
hygiene and sanitation, which means that 
every country and individual can improve 
public health through mindfulness and 
vigilance. The Chinese government should 
have acted faster to prevent the initial spread 
of  the coronavirus, but now that it has 
spread all over the globe, it is up to both the 
people and their governments to take the 
steps to ensure that more lives that can be 
saved aren’t lost.



 FROM THE DAY I set foot in JP, I knew that something was missing. I didn’t know what it was at that time. But as the 
months slowly passed (somehow I’m still a sophomore), I have realized that for the sake of  JP, new technology must be 
implemented. That’s why I have invented a revolutionary gadget that will circumvent every single obstacle in your JP life. 
After many minutes of  thought, I now proudly introduce to you your very own GPS (Getting Past Setbacks) for JP! 
 With your personalized GPS, you will now be able to steer clear of  the traffic hotspots in the congested halls of  JP. With 
just a click of  a button, your body will defy all laws of  physics and immediately shrink into the likes of  Ant-Man. Horton will 
no longer hear a Who but rather a preternatural teenager hopelessly reciting APUSH chronology in hopes of  memorizing all 36 
terms in five minutes (been there, didn’t do that). While the latter is an impossible feat, the GPS is not! 
 You will no longer have to sprint out of  your car and dash into homeroom a minute before school starts only to be informed 
that homeroom has now been extended. With just a touch of  a button, you will be able to defy all concepts of  physics yet 
again and slow down time. Unfortunately, our technology is not advanced enough to clear up the traffic, so we urge you to 
prepare yourself  to sit in the car for highly extended periods of  time. You may be able to complete that homework you’ve been 
slacking on or study for the test you forgot was happening. Please note, however, that the GPS is not liable for any auto or 
bodily damages that such slow speeds may cause. But in the long run (pun intended), you won’t have to run that early in the 
mornings! 
 Forgot your homework? No problem! The GPS can temporarily reset your teachers’ memory, thereby erasing the homework 
completely from their minds. You will have to continually press the button, however, as our technology isn’t as up to date as the JP PA system and is 
often subject to glitching and lagging. Press the button too much, and you may end up with a Professor Lockhart-type situation. Furthermore, you can 
utilize the same technology on your peers. How in Barron’s name would that be useful, you may ask! They will no longer ask you for homework answers, 
as even they will forget there was homework. It’s a win-win situation for all. No homework for your friend, and no midnight rampage for you to retrieve 
your homework and explain said homework to that one perpetually procrastinating classmate. 
 Unfortunately, if  there’s something that this GPS falls short on, it’s that it doesn’t yet possess the required technology to find you friends. That comes 
as no problem however, because in today’s day and age, technology trumps face-to-face contact anyday. You can console yourself  with the fact that at 
least you have our well-trusted and extremely reliable tech. Our GPS (and the Features section) acts as a friend you can rely on, an autonomous ally that’ll 
guide you through the obstacle course that is high school. We obviously only want the best for you at JP. 
 Buy it now for just the price of  50 Gertrude Hawk chocolate bars (no refunds, no exchanges, no cuts, no buts, no coconuts)! 

GPS For JPS
By KHUSHI PATEL, sophomore

 SHOULD I GET DUNKIN’ OR STARBUCKS? Should I take the bus or get a ride to school? Should I buy crispy or caramel chocolate? 
The real world is full of  tough decisions. Luckily, there is a free four-year trial of  the real world in the perfect place for you: high 
school (terms and conditions may apply). 
 In high school, you face problems in a crowded building, interact with the same two friends you see every day, and deal with drama, 
like when Joe does not talk to Mama. However, sometimes high school teaches nothing at all (which explains its 2.3-star rating on 
Yelp). Why, you may ask? Because students here are not taught how to tackle life-threatening problems outside of  the building, like 
replacing toilet paper (even though you can’t really find that anymore) or scheduling doctor’s appointments; instead, students are filled 
with information that only appears useful. But once you leave the bubble that is high school, you’ll find yourself  drawing a blank—just 
like on your last math test. 
 For those of  you who have only experienced the real world inside a high school classroom, you’re in for a rude awakening. One 
thing consistently present in high school is the spontaneous crying that can be observed in the many hallways. There is a 100% chance 
that you’ll pass someone in your day-to-day route drowning in their sorrows like they are A Boogie Wit Da Hoodie. However, in the 
real world, if  you get in your feels on your daily commute, chances are you won’t have a crying partner to vibe with. 
 Another one of  the many high school-exclusive observances would be people running faster than they ever have in gym to find 
the first-period kids who already took the test. Apparently in the real world, that’s called “plagiarism,” and it “results in serious 
consequences.” Everyone else calls it “collaboration” and “sharing is caring.” Speaking of  sharing, you’ll be the most popular kid in 
the entire school if  you know how to take colorful notes (that second-grade handwriting lesson really came in clutch). 
 With all of  this clout that you have acquired, however, sleeping ends up being nothing more than a formality. There’s always the 
possibility of  coming home straight after school and being productive, but let’s be real, that never happens. In the real world, sleeping 
is scheduled perfectly on time, as your 9-to-5 job provides you with a full eight hours of  sleep every night. 
 Outside of  the bubble that is JP, you’ll have to find the answers to questions without shortcuts, sort of  like when you use the ugly 
quadratic formula instead of  sweet and simple factoring. But in the high school world, finding answers online is a piece of  cake. 
The cake comes in so many flavors, the most popular being black forest, Quizlet, red velvet, and Slader. However, beware! Studies 
show students spend way more time searching for an answer on Google than actually doing work themselves, ultimately leading to a 
disturbing lack of  knowledge in the basics, like long division and grammar. 
 From a stick figure going “bruh” to high-resolution pictures of  Ice Age Baby, memes are everywhere throughout your high school 
career. However, that all fades away when your free trial ends, and you’re suddenly “mature” and drinking coffee with every single 
morning. Thankfully, with the removal of  memes from your life, your “I can become attractive if  I get a perm” mentality derived from 
your TikTok phase may finally end as well. But TikTok dances really come in handy when you are trying to fight off  someone, since 
aggressively woah-ing will scare the enemy out of  their pants (I promise you, it works like a charm). Even better, your enemy might 
know how to Renegade™, and he or she can join in the TikTok fun as well! After all, they always say if  you can’t beat them, you might 
as well join them. 
 With a mere 700 people in your grade, some people tend to become the root of  drama in high school. In the real world, wearing 
that old choir shirt provokes the dreaded “good ol’ days” talk with former classmates. But in high school, this leads to the never-
ending “Who’s gonna change?” debate. Strangely enough, the only day this doesn’t happen is on school spirit day, when everyone 
suddenly has an unexplained aversion to school apparel. 
 But some of  the best parts of  your free four-year life trial are the insurance policies: forgetting-your-lunch insurance, getting-to-
school-at-7:41-and-not-being-marked-late insurance, and—best of  all—relationship insurance. Relationship insurance policies are a 
smart investment during your free trial period, providing coverage for up to two relationships (because even the best of  us do not have 
time for more than that). This policy guarantees no heartbreaks but can’t prevent the annoyance that occurs when he or she inevitably 
needs to prioritize APUSH over you. 
 Free trials can be a real scam sometimes. In the long run, it’s better to end the trial ASAP and to just freestyle your way through life. 
And so, as Shia LaBeouf  once said, “just do it.”

High School: NOT the Free Trial 
You’re Looking For
By DEV DOSHI, freshman



JP Fools!
 APRIL FOOLS’ DAY is just around the corner, which means 
another day of  wholesome practical jokes. However, most 
students at JP Stevens don’t participate in the carefree, harmless 
fun that comes with April Fools’ Day. Perhaps it’s because we’re 
all too busy studying for our APUSH test during passing or 
speed-reading the first five scenes of  Macbeth that everyone 
ironically decided not to read. But don’t worry, there are still 
ways for us JP fools to have fun on April 1!
 While JP Stevens has its unexpected surprises, like the 
introduction of  an “up-only” staircase, it isn’t exactly the most 
exciting place on Earth. If  JP joined in on the prankfest, April 
Fools’ Day would be a lot more memorable. Imagine walking 
out of  homeroom and hearing the office play “Murder On My 
Mind” instead of  a country song from the ‘80s. What about 
that one English teacher who usually doesn’t care when you 
walk into her classroom with a bag of  Flamin’ Hot Cheetos? 
Well today, that teacher is marking you as “unprepared” for 
getting up to sharpen your pencil (which you may or may not 
have accidentally “borrowed”). When you’re in the cafeteria, the 
lunch lady surprisingly doesn’t make you take an apple to play 
“hot potato” with at your table. And the biggest prank of  them 
all: you know that one guy (actually, there are about 600) who 
wears a chain over his turtleneck? For once, he decides not to 
quote NAV lyrics every five minutes. The possibilities for JP to 
confuse its students (more than it has with calculus) are endless! 
 The pranks don’t just end there—you can switch things up 
on April Fools’ outside of  school too! What would you do if  all 
your homely pet peeves suddenly vanished? For those of  us who 
are legally blind from reading Harry Potter with a dim flashlight 
at night or playing League of  Legends for hours at a time, 
imagine having glasses that didn’t fog up. What would be even 
stranger is if  your Macbook didn’t reboot at 11:59 p.m. on the 
day that you have an assignment due at midnight (even though 
you started it at 11:45 p.m. that night). If  you think glasses and 
laptops that actually work are really a possibility, I guess you 
really are a JP fool.
 This April Fools’ Day, you won’t have to sulk in your room 
and listen to “Marvins Room” on repeat. Pull a good ol’ prank 
on your friend with a toothpaste-filled Oreo or a Post-it covered 
desk. With the ideas that we provided, you too can make the 
most out of  this holiday!

 ALTHOUGH PEOPLE might have mixed feelings about social distancing and staying at home, there’s 
one thing we can all agree on—online school is lonely. Even though you might chat with your friends 
on Google Hangouts or meet your teachers’ pets on Zoom, life just isn’t the same. But we here at the 
Hawkeye want to spice it up a bit—whether it be through our quirky articles about high school or 
through our (very entertaining) crossword puzzle. And with or without this month off  of  school, 
you’ll find yourself  entertained by A/B days and shortened AP exams. So despite this whole online 
school thing, relax, loosen up a bit, and enjoy your break with our witty thoughts and 
much-needed leisure made specially for JP. 
 (Keep in mind that all referenced activities in the following articles are strictly 
for satirical and entertainment purposes only.)

Hawkeye At Home 
Centerfold Art by Cynthia Chen

By ARUSHI SEN, freshman



You Know You Go to JP When...

By ADITYA BHANGALE,  junior
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…the weather is more on-and-off  than 
Ross and Rachel.
…a WhatsApp group of  aunties is created 
for every class.
…people now have competitions over who 
got the most sleep.
…you’re on three different Google Meets 
at once…
…and all of  them are muted. 
…the most fun you had this week was 
making Hawkeye YKYGs.
…some sophomore digests a textbook.
…your Google Meet discussion about 
World War I turns into a debate over who 
has the cutest dog.
…you tag your teachers to do TikTok 
challenges.
…you get more work for online school 
than regular school.
…the teachers tell you that nothing is 
graded and the deadlines are flexible for 
online school…
…but the students overdo it anyway.
…you’re about to get your diploma but 
then your Macbook restarts.
…you create your virtual promposal for 
your virtual prom on Canva…
…but then realize you can’t pay for 
premium features.
…kids can’t use the excuse that they forgot 
their homework at home anymore. 
…you find yourself  doing Just Dance even 
though you never thought you’d miss gym.

…despite their perfect vision, the class of  
2020 never saw this coming. 
…you do more workouts for online school 
than regular gym.
…there’s a police officer in Costco 
stationed to keep the peace.
…people flex Purell hand sanitizers instead 
of  their AirPods. 
…your parents don’t let you bring your 
luggage back inside after the Orlando trip. 
…the Dow Jones is plummeting and so is 
the Gertrude Hawk chocolate market.
…everyone talks about flattening the curve 
but not your math test curve. 
…someone sends you a Spotify playlist of  
20-second songs to listen to while you wash 
your hands.
…Netflix Party is how we do the morning 
announcements.
…you see your principal vibing on Space 
Mountain during your music trip. 
…you have to see a giant drop of  blood 
smiling at you while you’re trying to eat 
during lunch every day.
…those dark circles around your eyes are 
finally starting to fade.
…secretly, the thing you miss the most 
from school is the sweet sound of  Mr. 
Smith’s sonorous voice in the hallways of  
JP. 
…3:00 a.m. is the new 12:00 a.m.
…you set up a Roblox account to prepare 
for your graduation.

Across
4. We used to do homework in school, now 
we do _______ at home!
5. The Class of  2020 will receive these 
online.
8. The number of  feet you should stay apart 
from others
9. Something you will drop hundreds of  
dollars on
10. Can’t spell this word without “ur a qt”
11. Your favorite Hawkeye section

Down
1. We’re so bored we’re making ______ 
coffee!
2. The place the music students went for 
their trip, also the musician they saw
3. Forget ______, let’s hug each other!
6. The days got longer, but our ______ 
tests got shorter.
7. If  you wanna talk to your Android 
friends, use ______.
12. polo.boyyy made ______ nation.

 WHAT DO YOU THINK would happen if  
the power went out at JP for five minutes? 
Do you think that those five minutes would 
change your life forever? Would something 
moderately interesting occur? For a crisis 
like this, it’s extremely important that we at 
JP are prepared.
 Now let’s set the scene for this outage. 
It’s period 8/9, around noon. It’s a warm 
and humid day, but there’s a thunderstorm 
outside and it’s pouring. Everything is 
gray and bland and sticky and gross. It’s 
also Friday the 14th. You didn’t have any 
homework the night before, you have no 
tests or quizzes today, and you’re just waiting 
until 2:30. Your teacher really has nothing to 
move on to since you’ve already finished the 
unit, and there won’t be a test until next week 
because of  the 13th, so you’re just sitting in 
class doing busy work. You’re trying to not 
fall asleep, but sometimes you find yourself  
closing your eyes for a little too long.
 Suddenly, there’s a flash that rudely 
interrupts your nap, and then, all of  the 
lights go out. All of  the Smartboards turn 
dark. The only things that you can hear are 
the rain outside, the occasional thunderclap, 
and the unnecessarily loud scream of  
somebody in the next room acting as though 
they’ve never seen lights turn off  before. 
 Now, your teacher says something along 
the lines of, “Don’t worry, the power will 
come back on soon, just do your work for 
now.”
 So you try to do just that. You finally open 
up your MacBook for the first time in class 
(because you spent all that time sleeping) 
and type in your password. All of  a sudden, 
a simple yet familiar message pops up, one 
that is seemingly harmless, but is, in reality, a 
death sentence.
 “This computer is scheduled to be 
rebooted.”
 It’s an irrefutable statement. You don’t 
have a choice; it has already been decided 
that your computer will take a minute-long 
leave of  absence while you contemplate 
whether the MacBooks were actually worth 
having instead of  Chromebooks and air 
conditioning.

 About a minute later, you’ve logged back 
onto your MacBook and try to open up the 
Google Classroom again when you hear a 
collective groan amongst your classmates. 
If  there’s no electricity, there’s no Wi-Fi to 
connect the MacBooks to, no world outside 
of  your classroom of  30 people. How will 
you catch the latest tea on James Charles and 
his sisters? What will Buzzfeed Tasty videos 

do without 
your  daily  
s u p p o r t 
and continued viewership? Most importantly, 
how will you find out the new TikTok trend? 
Your life, as you know it, now ceases to 
exist. In this instant, your world regresses to 
the Stone Age. It’s not as if  the Wi-Fi was 
very trustworthy to begin with. You might 
as well start drawing some cave paintings of  
someone eating a Gertrude Hawk bar. At 
this point, you can no longer do the busy 
work you put off  for most of  the period, so 
there is no real change.
 But wait! You notice that the Smartboards 
have also stopped working (if  you can call that 
a real issue). You would think that this would 
constitute a life-altering event, but I only have 
one class that actively uses the Smartboard, 

and every time my teacher tries to use it, he 
struggles miserably to get the pen to write 
where he’s trying to write, and the words 
end up across the screen with no context at 
all. My math class has now resorted to using 
the Smartboard like an overhead projector 
with the sole purpose of  displaying the Do 
Now. So if  you happen to be in a math class, 
the Smartboard going dark might affect 

you, but 
that’s still 

ext remely 
unlikely, since math teachers have an 
uncanny habit of  providing paper copies for 
everything.
 Of  course, this emergency could occur 
outside the classroom too. Imagine being 
in the bathroom when the power goes out. 
The lights probably weren’t on to begin 
with, so you get out of  the stall, wash your 
hands, and realize that the hand dryer isn’t 
working. You briefly admire the artwork that 
somebody has placed on the dryer and then 
return to the stall to grab the sandpaper-like 
toilet paper to dry your hands. After failing 
to find a trash can, you throw the paper into 
a toilet and leave on your merry way to your 
now stagnant class. 

 Back in the classroom, you hear echoes 
of  “It’s so hot in here” and “I’m going to 
melt” and wonder why this wasn’t a problem 
four minutes ago when there was power but 
still no air conditioning. Maybe technological 
withdrawal causes overheating in teenagers. 
Perhaps that’s how TikTokkers and those 
Instagram VSCO girls stay so cool. The 
groaning and grumbling lead to inevitable 
“crack open a window!”, and the smell of  
the sweet, sweet cookies of  the cafeteria 
wafts in the room, causing a small rumble in 
the stomachs of  distracted students. 
 While suffering from mild hunger and 
a small respite from technology, you think 
about the classes that wouldn’t have been 
affected at all, like a history class, where 
people scribble notes on paper and the 
teacher writes notes on the board. Some 
people —or since its a history class, the 
majority of  people—would be blissfully 
unaware of  the lesson and continue to 
watch their Tasty videos as if  nothing had 
happened. Imagine the serenity of  just 
going about with the lesson, ignoring the 
fact that a transformative experience had 
occurred right under their noses (or rather, 
all around them.) All you hear is something 
about Ronald Reagan becoming besties with 
the Soviet Union and the pitter-patter of  
the rain outside. Your learning hasn’t been 
interrupted, nor has your train of  thought, 
which is still steadily chugging along.
 Then finally, the power comes back on 
and you realize just how little has changed 
from the five minutes ago to now. Your 
MacBook is still a pain to work on, the Wi-
Fi probably won’t be working until your next 
class, and it’s still incredibly hot. As you slide 
into your seat and start your new game of  
2048, a thought crosses your mind: life at JP 
continues, power outage or not. 

Across
4; Schoolwork
5. Diplomas
8. Six
9. Prom
10. Quarantine
11. Features

Down
1. Whipped
2. Florida
3. Social distancing
6. AP
7. House Party
12. Simp

Crossword answers on bottom of  page!

JP Sheds Light on Power Outages
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Spanish Honor Society members play UNO at Juguemos. 

By SUGANDHA BOLLU, junior

Strings, contd.
only in its first year, certainly held its own 
with the more experienced ensembles.
 Lastly, the renowned and award-winning 
Chamber Orchestra, which is the most 
selective orchestra ensemble at JP, finished 
off  the night with an unforgettable 
performance of  “Death and the Maiden” 
by Franz Schubert. Schubert’s most revered 
quartet, “Death and the Maiden,” is dark 
and virtuosic. Its performance demands 
exceptional musical finesse from the players. 
A seasoned conductorless orchestra, the 
Chamber ensemble delivered this finesse 
when they wowed the crowd with their 
expert technique and musicality. The players’ 
passion for their music could be felt among 
the audience members as the sound echoed 
around the auditorium. 
 The success of  all these student musicians 
could be attributed to the orchestra program’s 
directors, Dr. Verdi and Mr. Ridge, and 
the Orchestra Parent Association (OPA). 
Both directors work with each student and 
ensemble to improve their playing ability. 
The combination of  the efforts of  the 
directors as well as the time that students 
spent practicing and perfecting their 
technique led to the success at their winter 
concert. After the concert had concluded, 
juniors Jay Patwardhan and Ritvik Manda 
presented the directors with a heartfelt letter 
of  thanks and appreciation on behalf  of  
all the students in the orchestra program. 
The whole orchestra had also pitched in to 
purchase gifts for both directors, which were 
given to them at the end of  the concert. 
 The orchestra’s Winter Concert not only 
showcased the extraordinary musical talent 
that exists within the walls of  JP Stevens 
but also highlighted the strong bonds and 
relationships within the tight-knit family that 
is the JP Stevens Orchestra.

 ON MARCH 13, Edison Public Schools 
announced that they would switch to remote 
learning as a result of  the growing concern 
of  COVID-19.
 To ensure that the transition to remote 
learning ran smoothly, students were 
instructed to regularly check their emails 
as well as the district website for updates. 
Teachers would email or post assignments 
on Google Classroom for their classes.
 “Because of  Google Classroom and 
our school emails, the way we receive 
assignments hasn’t changed much,” said 
freshman Adwaitaa Goswami. “However, 
I still prefer learning directly from my 
teachers.”
 On top of  regular school work, Edison 
Schools are working to make other aspects 
of  the transition as smooth as possible. 
The district continues to provide breakfast 
and lunch for students eligible for free or 
reduced meals. School counselors have also 
offered their services through emails so 

that underclassmen can finish their course 
selections while seniors can process any 
documentation needed. Counselors have 
also encouraged students to reach out if  they 
are struggling through this situation.
 Some teachers have resorted to non-
traditional methods of  learning in different 
classes. For instance, JP’s music programs 
have been implementing SmartMusic, an 
online software which requires students to 
record themselves playing their instruments 
and grades them based on the accuracy of  
intonation and rhythm. 
 “I don’t think teaching remotely will 
ever replace the camaraderie we experience 
playing in an orchestra. I am looking forward 
to once again seeing all of  the students 
and playing beautiful music together.” said 
orchestra director Dr. Verdi. 
 Other teachers have been using Flipgrid, 
where students also record their responses 
to specific questions. 
 Since school is closed until further notice, 
students, staff, and parents are all supporting 
each other through this experience.

A Jocund Juguemos

 ON FEBRUARY 21, the JP Spanish Honor 
Society (SHH) hosted Juguemos, its annual 
game night for students to unwind and have 
a night off  with their friends. 
 After an introduction from the board 
members of  the SHH, students played board 
games that were donated by SHH members. 
Some of  these games included Taboo, 
Monopoly, chess, Connect Four, checkers, 
and cards. Students also participated in 
basketball, badminton, bean bag toss, and 
ping-pong.
 “Juguemos let me relax, play games, and 
not do homework,” said Srikrishna Bollu, 
a sixth-grade student from John Adams 
Middle School. “I really enjoyed the bean bag 
toss and playing with high school students.” 
 Similar to many SHH events, the 
money collected from this event will be 
used for future fundraisers that will better 
communities around the world. 
 “Spanish Honor Society’s events can 
sometimes be a little stressful because 
members are busy working shifts or 

fundraising,” said senior co-vice president 
Deeksha Jonnalagadda. “We wanted to give 
them a chance to relax and show that we 
appreciate their hard work. The game night 
was successful, and it felt great to see the 
smiles on everyone’s faces as they had fun 
with their friends.” 
 In addition to all the work that the board 
members and advisors did to host the event, 
student and teacher volunteers helped set 
up the games and serve snacks and dinner 
to the attendees. The wide array of  food 
included chips, brownies, and pizza. 
 “It was the jugue-most happy I’ve ever 
felt at a school event because I was able to 
play games with my friends and the generous 
servings of  pizza and snacks!” said SHH 
member junior Michelle Liu. 
 Clearly, the SHH was successful in 
ensuring that attendees were able to relax for 
a few hours, given the overwhelming stress 
that they receive from school.
 “It was nice to sit back and relax and 
duel my friends in Connect 4 for two hours 
straight, and I left feeling a little less worried 
about school,” said senior Cindy Xu.

Antonín Dvorak and “Concerto a Cinque” 
by Tomaso Albinoni. The ensemble played 
the romantic piece by Dvorak with grace 
as the group showed off  its impeccable 
attention to rhythm and harmony. Orchestra 
director Dr. Verdi called the performance 
“wonderful” and mentioned that the 
“students enjoyed themselves on stage.” 
The freshman orchestra spends the vast 
majority of  its time learning proper playing 
techniques and bow strokes so that it can 
take on more advanced pieces, but its players 
showed their mastery of  these skills at the 
Winter Concert. 
 Both ensembles also worked tirelessly 
for months prior to the concert to perfect 
their dynamic contrast and intonation. Their 
dedication and hard work at perfecting these 
skills paid off. Mr. Ridge, co-director of  
the orchestra, believed that the concert was 
“a really great learning experience for the 
students” and applauded the camaraderie 
within the orchestra program after the 
players “enjoyed watching and supporting 
each other.” 
 Soon after, the Camerata ensemble 
performed “Impromptu” by Jean Sibelius 
and sections of  “St. Paul’s Suite” by Gustav 
Holst. This auditioned ensemble consists 
of  students that are almost ready for 
Chamber Orchestra. This performance was 
a landmark moment for this relatively new 
ensemble because it was the first time they 
played a song without a conductor. This task 
required mastery of  rhythm and tempo, as 
well as focused practice to perfect the piece 
and the performance. Junior violist Sibi 
Tiruchirapalli thought that “the Camerata 
did a splendid job” and believed that the 
group’s efforts were worth it in the end 
because “other people enjoyed our music.” 
Indeed, this recently established group, now 

A Teacher to Honor
 EACH YEAR, teachers who exhibit 
enthusiasm and dedication toward teaching 
are nominated for the Teacher of  the Year 
Award. This year, Mrs. Digioia-Laird was 
presented the 2019-2020 Teacher of  the 
Year Award at JP Stevens.
 Mrs. Digioia-Laird started teaching in 
1972, upon graduating from Douglas College. 
After working at other schools in the Edison 
Public School District, she began teaching at 
JP Stevens in 1994. She teaches numerous 
family and consumer science classes at JP 
Stevens, such as Financial Fitness, Advanced 
Culinary Arts, and Fashion Textiles and 
Apparel. Her enthusiasm for these classes 
and the bonds that she has made with her 
students are what earned her the Teacher of  
the Year Award.
 “There are so many great staff  members 
here and an administration that truly cares 
about the students and teachers,” said 
Mrs. Digoia-Laird when asked about the 
environment at JP. “We all work together 
toward solving problems and improving our 
school.”
 In addition to teaching family and 
consumer science classes at JP, Mrs. Digioia-
Laird is actively involved in the New Jersey 
Family Career and Community Leaders of  
America (FCCLA) club as the state advisor. 
As advisor, one of  her duties is to organize 
three statewide grants for all local FCCLA 
chapters in New Jersey. 
 Her deep involvement in FCCLA takes 
root from her time as a member of  the 
FCCLA club during high school. As it 
is centered around family and consumer 
science and is part of  the Career and 
Technical Student Organization, FCCLA 
is closely connected to Mrs. Digioia-Laird’s 
career. These two factors strongly influenced 
her to take on the role of  advising the 
FCCLA club at JP Stevens, where she has the 

opportunity to see students as they improve 
their communication and leadership skills.
 “When I see a student do a project that 
they’ve worked hard at and are proud of, I
feel good,” said Mrs. Digioia-Laird. 
 As a student, Mrs. Digioia-Laird’s favorite 
class was home economics, which makes 
her feel right at home teaching the family 
consumer science elective classes offered at 
JP Stevens. When in that class, she enjoyed 
the problem solving and challenges that 
came with the subject. 
 When asked about why she chose teaching 
as her profession, she mentioned that it was 
not initially her intention. It was only after 
being encouraged by another young woman 
to major in family and consumer science 
studies that Mrs. Digioia-Laird made the 
decision to pursue this career. 
 That decision proved beneficial, as 
Mrs. Digioia-Laird became extremely 
passionate about teaching and loves forming 
interpersonal connections with her students. 
One of  her goals as a teacher is to interact 
with her students in the learning process in 
order to help them become interested and 
excited about learning, while also continuing 
to serve as an excellent role model for her 
students. 
 Her students’ accomplishments are the 
main reason why Mrs. Digioia-Laird loves 
doing what she does, as she gets the privilege 
to see their growth and personal leadership 
development over time. 
 “Mrs. Digioia-Laird is a phenomenal 
advisor, teacher, and friend to all of  
her students,” said junior Samhitha 
Mupharaphu, president of  the JP Stevens 
chapter of  FCCLA. “She cares for all the 
students here at JP whether they are in her 
class or not! Mrs. Digioia-Laird always has 
amazing advice for all of  us and comes up 
with solutions for all of  our problems. She 
always has her student’s best interests at 
heart!”

From Classrooms to Computers

A student completes her assignments on her laptop during online school. 

By SHREYA LANKADA, junior
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Club members pose for a picture at the North American Invitational Model United Nations conference. 

A Professional 
Performance

 THE BOARD OF EDUCATION held a 
meeting in Edison High School’s auditorium 
on February 24. 
 The meeting began with a roll call of  the 
board members and the recitation of  the 
Pledge of  Allegiance. Board President Mr. 
Ralph Errico gave his opening statement and 
called up Edison High School’s principal, 
Mr. Charles Ross, to begin the student 
recognition of  the students at Edison High. 
Students who had supported a family in 
need of  aid were recognized by the board 
and given certificates for their actions of  
kindness. Next, representatives from both 
Edison High School and JP Stevens were 
called up to give updates of  ongoings at 
both schools. Both of  the representatives 
talked about various achievements and 
events happening at each of  their respective 
schools to give insight into how the district’s 
high schools were doing. 
 After a brief  intermission, the meeting 
resumed, and the board members gave their 
approval on meeting dates and resolutions. 
This portion of  the meeting went by quickly 
with very few comments, and so the board 
began to transition into issues and concerns 
pertaining to the referendum.
 Following this, the board discussed the 
efforts of  various committees within the 
Board of  Education and their future goals. 
The Community Relations Committee 
was the first, and its members emphasized 
their efforts to publicize the referendum 
and establish more programs to inform 
parents on all aspects of  school life. Board 
representative Ms. Beth Moroney expanded 
on this committee’s goals and talked about 
possible information sessions being set up in 
the middle schools to educate parents about 

school life. During these sessions, topics 
such as financial aid, health and wellness 
programs, and preparing children for college 
would be addressed. 
 When discussing future goals for the 
committee, Ms. Moroney explains that 
they hope to “plan more of  these types of  
events to encourage discussion and provide 
valuable information to the public on issues 
pertaining to all phases of  school life.” 
 The Finance Facility Committee also 
brought up issues regarding the referendum 
and publicizing it. The board was trying to 
find a new way to advertise the referendum 
to the public outside of  schools to make 
it well known before the second vote took 
place on March 10. Additionally, renovations 
and utility bills for Edison schools were 
among the topics that were mentioned. 
 Before the meeting was adjourned, 
attendees were allowed to ask the board 
questions and make any comments on the 
topics discussed. Many of  those who chose 
to speak were those who had questions 
or concerns about the referendum. Some 
expressed their concern over the budget of  
the referendum and the ability of  the board 
to manage such a sum.
 Despite the hostility the board received 
with these questions, the board was able 
to calmly defend their position on the 
referendum and inform the public about 
various sources from  which they could gain 
more information on the referendum and 
upcoming meetings. The Superintendent of  
the Board, Dr. Bernard Bragen, added that 
he would personally explain to anyone who 
had any questions.
 “If  you’re still confused and you want to 
discuss any issues you have, just let me know 
when and where and I’ll clarify any concerns 
you may have,” said Dr. Bragen.

A Noteworthy NAIMUN

 FROM FEBRUARY 13-16, the JP Model 
United Nations team competed in one of  
the most prestigious high school Model 
UN conferences in the world: the North 
American Invitational Model United Nations 
conference, also known as NAIMUN. After 
countless hours of  hard work and speaking 
as well as negotiating, the team came home 
with numerous awards in some of  the most 
difficult committees, undoubtedly leaving 
their mark on the conference.
 JP’s Model UN is among the best, 
ranking in the top 10 schools in the nation. 
Incorporating speaking, debate, policy 
creation, and negotiation, Model UN requires 
a multitude of  skills from its delegates. The 
club has two main types of  competition, the 
first of  which being General Assemblies. In 
these simulations, each school sends a pair 

of  delegates to represent a country together 
within each committee. This pair will work 
to promote and create solutions with other 
countries and build a paper and a group of  
supporters under their ideas. The second 
type is called Crisis Committees. In these 
simulations, a delegate from each school 
represents a person within an organizational 
body, such as a cabinet. Here, the delegate 
needs to respond to local crises and privately 
pursue an agenda to gain more political 
power.
 NAIMUN, which took place in 
Washington, D.C. and is run by Georgetown 
University, brings together high school 
students from places across the world to 
compete in these committees. The conference 
started with Opening Ceremonies, which 
featured Charles Spencer, assistant director 
of  the FBI’s International Operations 
Division, as a guest speaker. He spoke 

 ON MARCH 7, the JP Stevens Odyssey 
of  the Mind club participated in the annual 
Odyssey of  the Mind regional tournament. 
Odyssey of  the Mind is a competition where 
teams present their solutions to a specific 
problem given at the beginning of  the school 
year in an eight-minute skit. Additionally, 
teams have to respond to a spontaneous 
problem on the day of  the competition. 
There are five problems that cover various 
different themes. JP Stevens had multiple 
teams competing in all five problems. This 
year, the regional tournament, dubbed the 
“Gateway” regional tournament, took place 
at Sayreville War Memorial High School. 
Teams competed for the top two spots in 
their division in order to be able to compete 
at the New Jersey State Finals Tournament, 
which encompasses winners from all of  
the three New Jersey regional tournament 
winners. 
 “It was definitely a great experience 
representing JP! Seeing such creative 
solutions to all the various problems was 
very interesting and made the competition 
an overall great experience,” said sophomore 
Sneha Patibandla.  
 As a result of  their hard work, JP teams 
performed extremely well and multiple 
teams were selected to compete in the State 
Finals tournament, as five teams placed 
within the top two of  their division. 
 Overall, the regionals tournament was 
a learning experience in a competitive 
environment. 
 “It was exciting to compete in such a 
diversified competition,” said sophomore 
Sharon Pan. “Our team had worked very 
hard to place at the competition, and it was 
worth it in the end.”

about surveillance and protection in the 21st 
century and the challenges faced by those 
who use technology. Then, each delegate 
went to their respective committees for 
competition, which lasted from Thursday 
night all the way to Saturday night. Topics 
ranged from a Space Council to Tourism 
Regulation. As delegates spoke and worked 
out solutions to the problems raised by 
these topics, a platform of  judges analyzed 
and moderated the debate. These judges 
then decided awards that were presented on 
Sunday morning. Many JP students walked 
away from the conference with prominent 
awards. The students who attended this trip 
seemed to enjoy the experience and were 
able to take away key skills from it. 
 “This club is truly something special for 
all of  us and will undoubtedly remain as one 
of  the most impactful activities in my life,” 
said club president, senior Aditya Srikanth. 

 ON FEBRUARY 27, the JP Stevens Wind 
Ensemble took the stage at the Nicholas 
Music Center to open the concert of  the 
Rutgers Symphony Band at the Mason 
Gross School of  the Arts. 
 Under the direction of  Mr. DeNicola, the 
ensemble performed two challenging pieces: 
“Divertimento for Winds and Percussion”  
and “Fiesta del Pacifico.”
 “Preparing our music was not easy,” 
said junior percussionist Mayank Paliwal. 
“It took a lot of  hard work and practice to 
put everything together. From rehearsing 
every day in band class and coming in to 
rehearse on Wednesday nights, to even 
rehearsing under guest conductors and 
receiving masterclasses from experienced 
percussionists, a lot of  time, effort, and 
deliberation were put into preparing a great 
performance.”
 The concert began with the piece 
“Divertimento for Winds and Percussion,” 
by Roger Cichy, which features four 
movements, each movement creating a 
distinct mood and utilizing different styles. 
The first movement, entitled “Exaltation,” 
showcased the ensemble’s ability to employ 
contrast, with soft, melodic woodwind 
passages juxtaposing strong brass playing 
throughout the piece. These flowing 
passages often featured smaller woodwind 
small ensembles within the larger ensemble 
that performed these intricate passages with 
aplomb. 
 Following “Exaltation,” the second 
movement, “Follies,” was a more fast-paced 
and cheerful movement. The movement 
started off  with a few woodwinds, with 
more voices added to the mix as the piece 
started to build up. The main melody passed 
around the ensemble from instrument to 
instrument throughout the movement. 
Featuring light-hearted woodwind passages 
juxtaposed with  the strong, forceful 
syncopation of  the bass and low woodwind 
parts, “Follies” highlighted the skillful 
duality of  the ensemble. 
 “Follies” was followed by a slow, graceful 
movement known as “Remembrance,” 
which commemorates three famous 
American composers:  Aaron Copland, 
Leonard Bernstein, and George Gershwin. 
The movement featured a woodwind choir 
and many soloists, including senior Arvind 
Aryasomayajula on English horn, junior 
Addison Chu on flute, senior Jada Kang 
on alto saxophone, senior Arthur Ang on 
clarinet, and junior Ethan Kwok playing 
lyrical harp passages throughout the piece in 
the background. 
 Finally, the piece ended with a roaring and 
exciting fourth movement, “Salutation.” The 
movement featured jazz-infused solos from 
Jada Kang and later on from seniors Shriyaus 
Lingam and Raghul Ravindranathan both 
on trumpet—a captivating conclusion to an 
eventful, well-played piece. 
 The second and final piece that the 
wind ensemble performed was “Fiesta Del 
Pacifico” by Roger Nixon. This fiery and 
driving piece not only kept the audience 
on their toes, but was also a technical and 
rhythmical challenge for all the performers, 
with tricky technical passages and 
interlocking group syncopations sprinkled 
frequently throughout the piece. The piece 
featured solos from  Arthur Ang on clarinet, 
junior Sean Zhang on bassoon, Arvind 
Aryasomayajula on English horn, Raghul 
Ravindranathan on trumpet, and Jada Kang 
on alto saxophone. The piece ended the JP 
portion of  the concert, setting the stage for 
the Rutgers Symphony Band to perform 
their repertoire. 
 “The acoustics and prestige of  the 
auditorium created memories I will never 
forget,” said Raghul Ravindranathan.

A Regionals 
to Remember 

By SHIVAM KAMAT, junior

By VISWANATH NAIR, sophomore

By ABHINAV VAYYETI, junior

By APURV JAYAKUMAR, junior

BOE Meeting 
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ANNABELLE HUANG

Students gather together for a picture in the middle of the dance floor at the FCCLA Dance Marathon. 

WinterCon Dance the Night Away

A Jazzy Affair
by junior Kamiya Shukla, ther performance 
wouldn not have been as magical. 
 Just as the crew put in time to perfect 
the set of  the musical, the actors had to 
spend hours memorizing lines and stage 
movements. 
 “The actors played their parts very well, 
and gave the audience an authentic rendition 
of  The Addams Family,” said sophomore 
Erin Ramos. 
 The actors were headlined by Bryant 
Baidowsky, who captured the audience’s 
attention with his restless and upbeat 
manner in his role of  Gomez Addams. He 
was joined by freshman Cale Bianchino, who 
played Lucas Beineke; sophomore Madison 
Gesualdo, who played Wednesday Addams; 
and senior Alexa Santiago, who played 
Morticia Addams. 
 Despite being a time-consuming activity, 
the Theater Company allowed the students 
to make many new connections with their 
peers. 
 “Nobody understands that bond that 
theatre kids form with each other. It’s a 
family that sticks together. I was really proud 
of  everybody for how much we all evolved 
throughout the long process and I can’t wait 
to spend the next four years with my family 
on stage,” said freshman Reva Bhalero.  
 Unfortunately, four of  their six shows 
were canceled due to the school district’s  
closure in response to COVID-19. Many 
theater members were understandably 
frustrated, as they wanted to share their art 
and hard work with the rest of  the student 
body. However, those who attended the 
first two performances will hardly be able 
to forget the amazing night that they had, 
taking a peek into the life of  The Addams 
Family. 

 ON FEBRUARY 21,  the JP Stevens chapter 
of  Family, Career and Community Leaders 
of  America (FCCLA) held their annual 
dance marathon under the direction of  
advisor Mrs. Digioia-Laird. The event sought 
to bring students together for an enjoyable 
dancing experience.
 The night began with a short period of  
socializing as students began to pour into the 
gym. One of  the highlights of  the night was 
the selection of  snacks, including brownies, 
chips, and carefully decorated cupcakes. 
For dinner, the FCCLA committee laid out 
bagels, pasta, and pizza, all of  which were 
made by chapter members. 
 Students filled the gym with chatter 
and light music playing in the background 

creating a lively atmosphere for the rest 
of  the night. The wide selection of  well-
planned music mixed by the DJ Club 
included a selection of  Bollywood songs and 
rap music to cater to the diverse audience 
present at the event. The decor of  the gym 
included vibrant streamers and balloons 
that added to the enthusiastic feeling of  the 
night. Dimmed lights and a disco ball lit up 
the ceiling.
 “It was a great experience spending time 
with my friends and dancing to the lively 
music, all while knowing that we had helped 
families in our community,” said junior 
Krish Naik.
 The hard work put into the event was 
evident, as FCCLA members had met on 
multiple days to help prepare for the event. 
The decorating committee made posters 

to advertise the event, while the catering 
committee spent countless hours visiting 
bagel shops and grocery stores in search of  
donations. Members also chose to help out 
during their study halls to prepare food or 
decorations. 
 As the night progressed, students began 
to participate in activities with their friends 
such as the scooter race, where the goal was 
to reach the end of  the gym the fastest on a 
scooter and beat out other competitors.
 The $2,000 raised from ticket sales were 
donated to children in need. The event proved 
to be a fun celebration and a successful way 
to give back to the community.
  “The night was a great success and was 
completely worth the effort because all the 
money collected went to charity,” said junior 
FCCLA Board member Pushti Shah.

Spring Musical, 
contd.

 THE JP STEVENS Jazz Ensembles 
competed at the State Jazz Prelims under the 
direction of  Mr. DeNicola and Mr. Zazzali 
on March 3 at the Bridgewater-Raritan High 
School. Prior to their performance, the 
students put in a lot of  time and effort at 
rehearsals to perfect their show tunes. 
 “We are proud of  our student’s 
achievements and excited about the future 
of  both Top and Lab Jazz Ensembles,” said 
Mr. Zazzali. 
 The JP Jazz Program consists of  two 
ensembles: the Top and Lab Jazz. Both 
groups have performers who carry their 
weight and perform to the best of  their 
abilities. Not only was the students’ hard 
work shown, but the enthusiasm was also 
there, as many of  the students had a great 
time at the competition. 
 “During the bus ride there, we couldn’t 
wait to show the other schools what we 
were capable of,” said sophomore Michael 
Galsim.
 JP wasn’t the only school that meant 
business, as many of  the other schools 
such as Elizabeth, Bridgewater, Metuchen, 
competed at the highest level. Among the 
songs played by the other schools, one song 
that stood out was Metuchen Top Jazz’s 
energy-filled rendition of  “Georgia on My 
Mind” by Ray Charles, which sent a sense of  
excitement into the crowd. 
 When it was time for JP’s ensembles to 
play, the Lab Jazz ensemble began with 
“Yardbird Suite” by Charlie “Bird” Parker, 
which set a very calming tone to start off. 
Afterward, they played “Lover Man” by 
Roger Ramirez, which created a heartfelt 
feeling of  love and hope. To conclude, the 
Lab Jazz played “Stark Mountain” by Carlos 
Eine.

 “As a freshman in the Lab Jazz Band, 
this was my first time in the competition. 
Attending the competition and getting 
feedback from the judges really helped me 
learn where I had to improve. We have a 
good chance of  making the Jazz State Finals 
and I can’t wait for what’s to come!” said 
freshman Amol Bhingarde. 
 Afterward, the JP Stevens elite Top Jazz 
came to the stage. The songs they played 
stayed true to what jazz is all about, starting 
with Duke Ellington’s “Fantasm,” a song 
so well played that the audience started 
clapping along during the middle of  the 
song. Another song played was “Tenderly” 
by Maynard Ferguson, for which the soloists 
received a massive cheer from the crowd. 
Their final song of  the night was “Almost 
Like Being in Love,” also by Maynard 
Ferguson. The ensemble was able to capture 
the attention of  the crowd skillfully and 
show off  their talent. 
 Ultimately, JP Stevens received awards 
such as “Best Sight Reading” and “Best 
Trumpet Section.” Samarth Sitwala on 
trumpet and Farah Mbahwe on saxophone 
both took home soloist awards at the end 
of  the night. 
 “It doesn’t completely feel like I won—I 
was more like a small piece of  the puzzle,” 
said sophomore Farah Mbahwe. “Many 
competing schools worked hard to put their 
set out there, like Metuchen’s Ensemble that 
performed a gorgeous ballad.” 
 Overall, it was a great show and a 
successful competition for the school. 
The students gained more experience by 
competing against bands from other schools 
in the state.
 “Both of  the bands played extremely well, 
and I’m extremely proud of  them, I can’t 
wait to see what’s next for the future of  this 
group!” said band director Mr. DeNicola.

By ASHWIN SARASWATULA, junior
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By WRETAM PURKAYASTHA, sophomore

By AMOL BHINGARDE, freshman

 THE JP STEVENS chapter of  Junior State 
of  America (JSA) traveled to Washington, 
D.C. from February 21-23 to attend the 
organization’s Winter Congress event 
(WinterCon), a simulation of  the United 
States Congress.
 The trip started with the students having 
the opportunity to explore Washington, 
D.C. Having full access to the city’s metro 
system, many students took the opportunity 
to explore the nearby museums and 
monuments.
 In the evening, several attendees made 
their way to the WinterCon opening 
sessions. There, students were briefed on 
the proceedings of  the next two days. Each 
day of  the conference consisted of  evening 
activities that acted as a repose from the 
chaos of  the day. With programs ranging 
from Alpha-bates, random debates over 
subjects associated with the letters of  the 
alphabet, to delegate dances featuring DJs, 
these activities were a fun and relaxing time 
for all members.
 The next day began with the first sessions 
of  the Senate and House of  Representatives. 
Accepted bills were first presented in front 
of  both committees. The committees then 
broke into subcommittees, with attendees 
discussing the viability of  the proposed 
bills. Afterwards, debates commenced, 
with students taking main-pro or main-
con positions for the bills. The main-pro 
and main-con speakers are the primary 
proponents or opponents to a bill. On 
occasion, sub-pro or sub-con students 
spoke, commenting on the positions of  
the main speakers. Toward the end of  the 
session, the main speakers offered their 
closing statements. The committee then 
proceeded to vote on the bills at hand. This 
process continued until all bills were fully 
presented.
 Perhaps the most exciting part of  the 
conference occurred at the end of  that day, 
as Associate Supreme Court Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg appeared as a guest speaker  
for the conference attendees. She offered her 
advice and experience on a variety of  topics, 
ranging from her work as a female lawyer in 
the 20th century to her current forays as a 
Supreme Court Justice. 
 “We were lucky enough to be able to hear 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg speak this JSA 
Winter Congress,” said senior member Arvin 
Satwani. “Hearing her was the perfect way to 
wrap up my high school debate experience; I 
was so excited to see her in person.”
 On the third day, all attendees were 
combined into a single Congress room. 
There, passed bills were debated with the 
same processes used in the actual Senate and 
House of  Representatives committees.
 After all committee sessions concluded, 
there was a voting period for the award 
of  “Best Delegate” in each respective 
committee. The winners of  these popular 
vote contests were announced at the closing 
ceremonies of  the conference. 
 A major highlight of  Congress came 
at the end, when attendees announced 
their candidacies for positions within 
JSA’s government. A large part of  JSA 
involves their complex leadership, which 
is democratically elected every year. These 
leaders are granted the power to organize 
JSA’s large events and enact significant 
change within the organization’s structure.
 Two members of  JP’s JSA chapter 
announced their candidacies at WinterCon. 
Junior Nicholas Kimble announced his run 
for Vice Mayor, and junior Aditya Bhangale 
announced his run for the Speaker of  the 
State Assembly, a newly-created position. 
 “Going to WinterCon was definitely 
one of  the highlights of  the school year 
for me…I’m super excited for Spring State 
and to go again next year!” said sophomore 
Owen Shen.



and raising his own “starting lineup” of  
girls. Natalia, Gianna, Bianka, and Capri 
eased his transition from basketball to 
retirement; they were his future, his own 
legacy. In particular, 13-year-old Gianna 
Maria-Onore Bryant followed her father’s 
footsteps and took passion in basketball 
from the get-go. Gianna and her father 
could be seen courtside at numerous NBA 
games where cameras captured the two 
of  them engaged in analytical discussion. 
Reflecting her father’s burning passion and 
curiosity for the game, it was clear why the 
entire basketball community heralded her as 
a future WNBA star. Her tragic death was 
not only a loss for the Bryant family, but also 
for the entire basketball world. 

In other areas of  his retirement, 
Bryant also embraced a 

different lifestyle. He 
became a successful 
businessman, creating a 
signature shoe with Nike 
that honored the Day of  

the Dead. Also, 
as an avid 
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[IT’S JUNE 17, 2010. I came across a 
movie. But this movie was real. This movie 
was basketball. And its main star: Kobe 
Bryant. Bryant played basketball the only 
way he knew how to: with pure skill, heart, 
and hustle. A few years later… I’m 13 years 
old and sitting in the cafeteria with my 
friends. Crumpling up my paper lunch bag, I 
toss it into the garbage can yelling, “Kobe!”]

When Kobe Bryant and eight others, 
including his daughter Gianna, passed away 
in a helicopter crash, it seemed like the 
world stopped spinning for a few hours. An 
outpour of  grief  and shock followed the 
sudden death of  the global icon. Looking 
back at Bryant’s career, it’s easy to quantify 
him with numbers: 8 and 24 for his iconic 
jersey numbers, 81 for his career-high in 
points, and 20 for his illustrious 20-year 
career. But in many ways, Bryant’s legacy 
can not be measured. His work ethic, fierce 
demeanor, and leadership defined him as 
the voice of  a generation. Bryant once said, 
“that’s the true mark of  a legacy, is how well 
it impacts the next generation.” Through 
all the MVP chants, the numerous All-Star 
selections, and championship runs, Bryant 
never strayed from his goal. He created 
a legacy that inspired not only basketball 
players but the entire world.

Even at a young age, Bryant demonstrated 
immeasurable skill and finesse in basketball. 
He was, simply put, a prodigy. His father, 
NBA player Joe “Jellybean” Bryant, had 
played for the 76ers, Clippers, and Rockets. 
But Kobe had grown up infatuated with a 
different team: the Los Angeles Lakers. He 

recalled learning all of  their players’ names, 
watching their highlights, and dreaming of  
playing for them one day. After a decorated 
career at Lower Merion High School, he was 
selected in the 1996 NBA Draft by the New 
Orleans Hornets and traded to the Lakers 
shortly after in exchange for center Vlade 
Divac. It was a match made in heaven: the 
young and bright-eyed Bryant joining one 
of  the most storied franchises in the NBA. 
Alongside teammate Shaquille O’Neal, the 
duo grew to be a dominant force in the NBA 
over the next couple of  years, winning three 
championships in a row. And even after they 
won, there were still critics who believed 
Kobe was not a superstar. Many believed he 
needed Shaq to win, that he was not suitable 
to carry the franchise on his back. He proved 
them wrong. In 2009 and 2010, Bryant won 
the NBA championship and 
was named Finals MVP 
both years. He cemented 
his legacy as one of  the 
game’s greatest players. 

However, Kobe 
made sure that his 
family was his first and 
foremost priority. 
He had four 
d a u g h t e r s 
that he 
cherished 
like no 
o t h e r , 
and he 
t o o k 
pride in 
being a 
“GirlDad” 

Honoring A Legend
By JOSEPH GEORGE, junior

storyteller and filmmaker, Bryant expressed 
an interest in becoming a film director. His 
short film, “Dear Basketball,” chronicled 
the journey of  his basketball career, from 
playing as a young child to playing for the 
NBA. He won the Academy Award for Best 
Animated Short Film, once again proving 
his excellence off  the court. 

In response to Bryant’s death, the NBA 
has honored him in multiple ways. For 
the NBA All-Star Game, players either 
wore number 2 for Gianna or number 24 
for Kobe. The All-Star Game MVP was 
renamed the Kobe Bryant All-Star Game 
MVP. Bryant himself  was a four-time All-
Star Game MVP winner who captivated the 
audience with his high-flying dunks. At the 
Staples Center, the Lakers hosted a public 
memorial for fans to pay their respects. 
Many of  Bryant’s mentors, teammates, and 
family members gave speeches honoring 
his life and legacy. Michael Jordan, former 
player for the Chicago Bulls, said that “when 
Kobe Bryant died, a piece of  [him] died.” 
For Kobe, it was all about being the best he 
could be. He was a winner, and he didn’t 
stand for anything other than winning. 

Kobe Bryant, in short, was a mastermind. 
He dedicated his life to hard work, 
determination, and success. He left Earth 
as a visionary, and his “Mamba Mentality” 
inspires many to persevere and work harder. 
And while he was taken from the world way 
too soon, we have an obligation to carry on 
his legacy, his mindset, and his dedication. 
As a loving father, devoted husband, and 
esteemed role model, Bryant will continue to 
serve as a role model for millions of  people 
across the globe.
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 ON NOVEMBER 29, 2019, former Houston 
Astros pitcher Mike Fiers, MLB analyst 
Ken Rosenthal, and The Athletic writer Evan 
Drellich collaborated to publish an article 
about the Houston Astros that would open 
the biggest Pandora’s box baseball has seen 
since the infamous Black Sox Scandal of  
1919. 
 Fiers, who was a pitcher for the Astros 
when they won their first World Series title 
in 2017, detailed how the Astros had illegally 
used a camera to steal signs from opposing 
teams and relay what pitch was coming to 
their batters throughout their championship 
season. These allegations were quickly 
backed by copious amounts of  photo 
and video proof, as well as the testimony 
of  former Astros players, like outfielder 
Marwin Gonzalez. With each passing day, 
more evidence and information on the 
scandal surfaced.  
 On January 13, 2020, MLB Commissioner 
Rob Manfred announced the results of  the 
investigation, confirming that the Astros 
had illegally used a video camera system to 
steal signs in the 2017 regular season and 
postseason, as well as parts of  the 2018 
regular season. The report detailed that two 
months into the 2017 season, Alex Cora, 
Carlos Beltrán, and a group of  unnamed 
players worked to create a system to steal 
signs. Behind the dugout, players would 
watch the live feed on a monitor and decode 
the signs; then, they would begin banging a 
trash can with a bat to signal to the hitters. 
The conclusion of  the investigation triggered 
an incessant storm of  complaints from 
disgruntled players, fans, and executives 
alike. 
 The Astros, who had won 101 games 
that season and captured the World 
Series title over powerhouse Los Angeles 
Dodgers, stayed eerily silent throughout the 
investigation until early 2020. They fired 
manager AJ Hinch and general manager 
Jeff  Luhnow, who were believed to be at the 

head of  the cheating operation. The baseball 
world watched with vigorous anticipation as 
they waited to see what the Astros players 
had to say about what they had done. What 
they got was a 90-second apology speech 
written on Post-it Notes from three 
of  the 40 players involved. 
The MLB community scoffed 
at the apology, with fans 
throughout the league calling 
it insincere, fake, hollow, and 
phony. Fans everywhere demanded 
action to be taken against the 
Astros’ misconduct, calling for 
harsh punishment. 
 The eyes of  millions 
now shifted to MLB 
commissioner Rob 
Manfred, who 
had the 
t a s k 
t o 
mete 
o u t 
penalties 
to the 
team,   the 
c o a c h e s , 
and the 
players. On 
January 18, 
the MLB gave 
a five million 
dollar fine to an 
organization worth 
billions of  dollars 
and revoked two 
years of  draft 
picks. The players 
were then granted 
immunity, and 
they received no 
c o n s e q u e n c e s 
whatsoever. The 
Astros had cheated 29 other hard-
working teams out of  the greatest accolade 
in all of  baseball, but their punishment was 
just a slap on the wrist. 

Houston, We Have a Problem
 The MLB community was irate once 
again, as star players spoke on how 
underwhelming the punishment was. Cody 
Bellinger of  the Los Angeles Dodgers, 

whom the Astros defeated to win 
the World Series in 2017, said, “I 
thought Manfred’s punishment 

was weak… Everyone knows 
they stole a ring from us.” A 

furious Bellinger went on to say, 
“You didn’t earn it. You cheated.” 

Mike Trout, superstar centerfielder 
for the Los Angeles Angels, voiced 
that he “lost a lot of  respect for 

those guys.” Other players, like 
Aaron Judge of  the New York 

Yankees, demanded that 
the Astros should 

be stripped 
o f  
their 

2 0 1 7 
t i t l e .
T h e 

fallout 
from the 
s c a n d a l 

would also 
e x p a n d 
b e y o n d 

the Astros 
organization. 

The previously 
m e n t i o n e d 

managers Alex 
Cora and Carlos 
Beltrán were both 
fired from their 
new teams, the 
Red Sox and Mets 
respectively, due to 
their involvement 
in the scandal. 

Seeing immense 
backlash, Manfred had no 

choice but to come out and defend the 
punishment he had handed out. In his 
speech, he claimed that it was “kind of  

By DYLAN BRETT, sophomore

 THE NFL PRO BOWL and the NBA All-
Star Game: two endeavors identical in their 
ambition, but contrasting in their success. 
The NBA All-Star Game and its surrounding 
festivities are well-regarded for captivating 
sports fans; meanwhile, the Pro Bowl is 
infamous for falling short of  expectations 
and frequently criticized for the lack of  
effort and competitiveness, despite the elite 
players who partake in this exclusive contest. 
Previously a showcase for talent, it has 
become an unproductive weekend that takes 
place between the conference championship 
and the Super Bowl. In order to change that, 
the Pro Bowl must draw inspiration from its 
more successful counterpart. 
 The NFL has already taken a step in the 
right direction with competitions similar 
to the NBA. Like the Rising Stars Game, 
Dunk Contest, and Three-Point Shootout, 
the Pro Bowl now includes events such as 
the Dodgeball Game, Precision Passing, 
and Best Hands Challenge. The NFL could 
branch out from these activities, featuring 
events such as the 40-yard dash relay with 
speedsters like John Ross and Tyreek Hill 
or a Best Hands competition with pit 
quarterbacks such as Lamar Jackson and 
Russell Wilson. 
 Another popular idea is a celebrity 
game—a staple of  the NBA’s All-Star 
festivities. Watching former legends such as 
Brett Favre or Peyton Manning come back 
to the gridiron with pop culture superstars 
like Dwayne Johnson or Terry Crews would 
captivate even the casual fan. Along with 

Pro Bowl Problems
By RAGHUL RAVINDRANTHAN, senior

barbaric to strip them of  the title.” To 
further offend fans, the commissioner called 
the World Series trophy “just a piece of  
metal.” Cincinnati star pitcher Trevor Bauer 
expressed his disgust with the commissioner 
on a rant on his YouTube channel, saying 
that Manfred was incapable of  handling the 
job. Although Manfred later apologized for 
his remarks about the trophy, the damage 
was already done. 
 Almost five months after the scandal 
broke out, the dust around the Astros 
organization still hasn’t settled. The Astros 
have hired 70-year-old Dusty Baker as their 
new manager and are continuing without a 
general manager for the time being. Many 
critics have concluded that the Astros do 
not have a general manager because no one 
wants the job; others are saying that there 
is collusion throughout MLB front offices 
against the Astros. As far as the players go, 
many Astros stars, like second baseman José 
Altuve and third baseman Alex Bregman, 
have voiced that the situation is over and 
that it should be put to rest. Other teams 
across the league like the Red Sox and 
Mets have replaced their managers in 
wake of  the scandal. The Red Sox hired 
former Milwaukee Brewers bench boss Ron 
Roenicke, while the Mets hired their quality 
control coach, Luis Rojas. 
 Meanwhile, MLB pitchers have expressed 
their displeasure with these statements by 
purposely throwing at Houston batters. 
The Astros have been hit by pitches 1.25 
times per game during Spring Training, an 
extreme rise from the league average of  
0.65 per game. The situation has become 
so disorderly that Manfred has had to come 
out and release a statement protecting the 
Astros, saying the intentional hitting of  
Astros’ hitters will result in suspension. 
 Although it is a common belief  that the 
punishment of  the Astros was not nearly 
harsh enough, perhaps the main punishment 
for the Astros is its descent from a fan-
favorite franchise to the most hated team in 
the league.

this, having celebrities like Mark Wahlberg 
and Jamie Foxx as head coaches for a Pro 
Bowl squad could be an easy way for the Pro 
Bowl’s ratings to rebound.
 The NFL could look to add a target score 
idea, a new feature of  the NBA All-Star 
Game. The NBA decided to add a specific 
number to the leading team’s point total 
after three quarters to set a target score for 
the winning team to reach. If  implemented 
in the NFL, this would stimulate the game 
and add a degree of  excitement that the 
normal quarter format lacks. Instead of  
worrying about the clock running down, the 
teams can focus on playing unpredictably 
exciting football and winning the game. 
 Additionally, the NFL must be willing 
to invest more money if  they truly want 
the Pro Bowl to be a captivating weekend 
and a reflection of  the game’s best players. 
This investment includes augmenting the 
cash purse as well as injury insurance. The 
fear of  injuries often prevents players from 
putting in maximum effort, contributing to 
the lack of  competitiveness that hinders the 
success of  the Pro Bowl. The NFL could 
present injury insurance of  up to 10 million 
dollars to players who are hurt during this 
game, encouraging them to showcase their 
true abilities.
 Although the NFL has been notorious for 
being averse to change, they have been open 
to modifying the Pro Bowl. Therefore, with 
the many possible changes that the NFL can 
make to their all-star game to make it more 
entertaining and competitive, it’s time that 
the Pro Bowl follows other sports leagues in 
creating an exciting atmosphere for the fans.

 The coaches aren’t the only leaders that 
the track team looks up to for guidance and 
support. Senior captains Ansh Gupta, Neel 
Prabhu, and Michelle Lim lead the distance 
team, while senior captains Lorenzo Bryant 
and Divya Sundar lead the sprinters in their 
daily workouts. The captains are key to the 
dynamic of  the team, acting as mentors for 
young runners. After 11 seasons of  running 
for JP, Ansh has learned to believe in himself  
and never settle for anything less than what 
he works for. He says, “If  I don’t collapse 
after crossing the finish line, I know I’ve 
cheated myself  out of  what I have trained 
for.” 
 As the warm weather approaches, the JP 
track team is looking to run personal bests 
and set new school records during this 
spring season.

By KAREENA PANDYA, junior

Ready for the Relay
 COMING OFF OF a great season this past 
winter, the JP Stevens track team is prepared 
for the upcoming spring. In their short 
offseason, the runners continuously trained 
both on their own and in groups to ensure 
that they stay in prime condition for their 
future meets. 
 With a mixture of  returning players 
and underclassmen, the team is looking to 
medal in both relays and individual events. 
A typical practice usually begins with warm-
ups, which consists of  running a few laps 
around the track as well as dynamic and 
static stretches. Afterward, the athletes 
separate into their specialized groups for 
short distance, long distance, hurdles, shot 
put, and jumping. Every workout and 
practice is tailored to focus on the specific 
strengths and weaknesses of  each athlete 
and to hone their skill. For distance runners, 
their workout regimen consists of  speed and 
endurance training, whereas the sprinters 
combine strength, speed, and endurance in 
their training. 
 Coach Rovito explains that the team 
“embodies hard work and dedication” and is 
“always pushing in the positive direction to 
improve themselves and their teammates.” 
He feels that the devotion of  his runners 
to the sport can be directly reflected in their 
lives outside of  track and school. Though he 
wants his runners to be the best they can, he 
says, “the outcome doesn’t matter; time and 
dedication will get you the most out of  track 
in the long run and prepare you for the real 
world.” 

Senior captain Ansh Gupta pushes 
through the last stretch of the meet.

MARYAM MUGHAL
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 FOR THE SECOND TIME in the last 10 
years, Manchester City, one of  the top-
tier European soccer clubs, has faced 
consequences from UEFA. In the 2014 
season, Manchester City was fined €49 
million and given a transfer cap after an 
investigation of  a potential breach of  the 
Financial Fair Play (FFP) rules. Just recently 
on February 14, the club received another 
penalty: a two-season ban from the UEFA 
Champions League and a €30 million fine. 
 Because of  “football leaks,” Manchester 
City was caught once again for 
committing serious breaches of  
the FFP rules after submitting 
inaccurate records to the 
UEFA from 2012 to 2016. 
In doing so, the club was 
found to have falsely 
inflated their sponsorship 
values and continued 
to be uncooperative in 
the investigation. The 
publication of  the leaked 
emails suggested that 
only £8 million of  their 
sponsorship in the 2015-
2016 season was funded 
legally by Etihad Airlines, 
with the rest coming from the 
Abu Dhabi United Group. The 
severity of  City’s punishment is an 
indication of  how serious UEFA feels 
the club’s offense was. 
 The club’s representatives were quick 
to respond with a characteristically candid 
statement, alleging that the process was 
“prejudicial… flawed and constantly 
leaked.” Manchester City said that they will 
pursue impartial judgment accordingly and 
file an appeal to the Court of  Arbitration of  
Sport (CAS), who will have the final word 
on the matter. Backed by their claim that the 
case was “initiated by UEFA, prosecuted 
by UEFA, and judged by UEFA,” the club 
hopes that an alternative ruling can be made.

 These details build up to the highly 
anticipated question: What’s next? Without 
Manchester City, the current number two 
team in the Premier League, the race for the 
top four spots, and a berth in the Champions 
League, has heated up. Liverpool, currently 
number one in the Premier League, has already 
clinched a spot with a record-setting amount 
of  points. Leicester City, comfortably above 
the fourth-place team, has also secured its 
spot with Manchester City’s ban. However, 
between the fourth and seventh teams in the 
standings—Chelsea, Manchester United, 

Wolverhampton, and Tottenham—there is 
only a five-point difference. As the Premier 
League closes out, tensions are running high 
as soccer fans have found themselves on the 
edges of  their seats waiting to see who will 
compete in the Champions League.
 Although retaliation from the ban may 
seem negligible from the outside, Manchester 
City supporters and fans were enraged. 
Facing anger, frustration, and even abuse 
for its decision to ban the team, European 
soccer’s governing body has issued an 

BANchester City
unusual statement warning staff  members 
to not wear branded clothing when traveling 
to any matches involving the team, or even 
to home games played at Etihad Stadium. 
Discontent towards UEFA is not something 
new for Manchester City fans, as they have 
been complaining for years about what 
appears to be mistreatment and bias towards 
their beloved club, but tensions have only 
been rising. Vitriolic behavior from fans is 
being voiced on social media and even on 
posters that fans bring to Manchester City 
games, labeling UEFA as a “mafia” and a 

“cartel.” On February 26, when Manchester 
City was matched up against Real Madrid 
for the first leg of  the round of  16, fans 
were heard booing the Champions League 
anthem before kickoff. It is clear that fans 
of  the club will continue to express their 
discontent with the club’s “excessive” 
punishment for the foreseeable future. 
 This two-year ban may bring some 
unwanted long-term effects, including a 
weaker England National team and an 
unrivaled domination of  Liverpool in the 

By SUJAY ATHREY, junior

 AFTER A SUCCESSFUL campaign last year, 
the JP softball team is now gearing up for 
another season. Last year, the Hawks had 
an overall record of  12-7 but fell short in 
the GMC tournament, losing to South 
Brunswick in the quarterfinals. Looking 
for redemption, the girls have worked hard 
in practice and are eager to continue their 
success in the upcoming season.
 With the graduation of  last season’s 
seniors, new leaders have risen to the 
occasion. Seniors Abigail Jason, Katelyn 
Clemens, and Holly Leary will serve as 
varsity captains for the upcoming season. In 
particular, Katelyn believes good progress 
is being made. “One of  our team goals this 
year is to make it into the GMC finals and 
state finals,” she said. Placing a deep GMC 
run is not a far-fetched goal, as a sense of  
intensity surrounds this team. “The team is 
excited, and we’ve been ready for the season 
ever since the school year came around,” 
Katelyn commented. After winding up 
through the offseason, the team is looking 
to swing hard into success. 
 One of  the best aspects of  the team is 
their depth, as they are prepared to handle 
the loss of  key senior players from last year. 
“I am very confident that we will have a great 
season because we have gained many players, 
and we have all grown ourselves,” Abigail 
said. Returning players and those new to the 
varsity program will provide a great boost to 
the Hawks’ quest for success. This will help 
round out JP’s roster and provide versatility 
to the lineup. 

Heading to Home Plate
By JAMES GIFFORD, junior

coming years. Pep Guardiola, Manchester 
City’s manager, prioritizes a passing and 
pressing style to increase the standards of  
English players like Kyle Walker, John Stones, 
and Raheem Sterling for both the club and 
country. However, with City’s ban during the 
players’ primes, their links with Guardiola 
may break off, thus losing a key piece of  
development in their own careers and for 
Gareth Southgate’s England National team. 
Fortunately for City, Guardiola is committed 
to managing the team until his contract ends 
in 2021, but with the surrounding turmoil, 
there is no guarantee that he will return after 

his contract expires. 
 On the other hand, the major 

beneficiary of  this ban is 
undoubtedly the Liverpool 

team. Over the past three 
years, Liverpool has been in a 
close race with Manchester 
City for supremacy of  
the Premier League. 
Last year, Manchester 
City memorably beat 
Liverpool by one point in 
one of  the most historic 

races to the crown. If  City’s 
ban is upheld, the Reds will 

have full jurisdiction in 
the English top flight. 
Without a true threat 

to their reign, it is easy to 
envision Liverpool tightening its 

grip on the Premier League for years to 
come.

 Pep Guardiola, amidst what seems to 
be chaos in his club, has consistently kept 
a level head, mentioning that City “[is] 
optimistic that in the end, the truth will 
prevail.” However, at this point, it is up to 
the CAS to make the decision on whether 
to uphold the ban, reduce it to one year, or 
completely remove it and issue a warning. 
As the club awaits that decision, the rest 
of  the soccer world will adjust to the newly 
shifted hierarchies of  both the Premier and 
Champions League. 

 The Lady Hawks understand that success 
is a product of  practice and hard work. 
The captains themselves firmly believe that 
it is the underclassmen’s work ethic that 
will define their team; “the new battery” 
that they will contribute may prove to be 
invaluable down the line as the team aims 
for a spot in the GMC tournament. In order 
to prepare, the team has worked very hard 
in the offseason and in practices to prepare 
themselves for success. The traits of  hard 
word, dedication, and teamwork already 
radiate from the team, fueling the optimistic 
outlook through the season. 
 In addition to a strong seasonal 
performance, the Hawks are also focused 
on team improvement. Time will tell if  their 
hard work will pay off  on the diamond, but 
Abigail is confident in the team’s potential: 
“one hundred percent I believe that 
improvement is possible from last season.” 
Katelyn echoed Abigail’s sentiment, stating 
“that there will be an improvement on last 
season, not only because [they] have six 
returning starters but also new faces that 
are motivated to contribute to this season’s 
finals run.” A positive outlook, confidence 
in the team, and strong goals are all great 
foundations for improvement, and the 
Hawks are packing all three. 
 There is no shortage of  motivation from 
the Lady Hawks this year, much of  which 
can be attributed to their clear priorities 
and core values. Abigail aims to maintain 
this positive mindset throughout season, 
explaining that  “the most important things 
are having fun, improving ourselves, and 
winning as much as possible!” 

hard work. He is also excited to be working 
with the newest addition to the team, Coach 
Timko, and believes that he will bring much 
to the Hawk Nest.
 Coach Timko looks forward to “building 
a motivated team that understands the 
importance of  growth.” As a volleyball 
player himself, he recognizes the importance 
of  unity if  the players want to achieve their 
goals. No matter the opponent, Coach 
Timko hopes that the Hawks develop 
physically and mentally after every game. 
 The Hawks will be going against a variety 
of  teams, from crosstown rival Edison High 
to the powerhouse Old Bridge, and their 
games will delight all spectators watching. 
With their eyes set on winning the GMC 
tournament, this year’s boys volleyball team 
is not to be missed.

By VICTORIA HE, sophomore

Setting the Record 
 IN THE PAST, the JP Stevens boys volleyball 
team has pulled off  spectacular victories in 
crucial matches. These thrilling games have 
stayed in the back of  the Hawks’ minds, 
and now, the athletes are eager to put the 
offseason behind them and return as fierce 
competitors. 
 This season, many of  the players seek to 
keep morale high throughout the season. A 
positive mentality is key to the sport, as it 
can either make or break a team. While it is 
easy for many teams to become discouraged, 
the Hawks will be sure to sidestep this trap. 
With a cohort of  returning players, the boys 
will have better communication and team 
chemistry, ensuring the team will maintain 
a positive attitude. Setter Adrian Chan (12) 
said that last season the team learned that 
“having fun was the most important thing 
in bringing out the best in everyone.” Sam 
Zhang (12) agreed by saying, “this year, the 
team is closer, and we will be able to rally 
around each other.” The Hawks are eager 
to use what they have learned from past 
seasons and train diligently to avoid last 
year’s shortcomings. Their growth as a team 
this season will be fueled by their desire to 
improve and will be something to anticipate.
 For Coach White, he looks forward to 
working with the collection of  seniors and 
knows that “if  everything falls into place, we 
will have a great season.” He has unfaltering 
confidence in the team and is eager to see 
them reach their potentials. During practices, 
Coach White emphasizes that his team is 
capable of  anything as long as they put in 

Varsity setter Adrian Chan jump 
sets the ball to the outside.
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