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By YASH MAHESHWARI, junior

 JUST AS JP STEVENS was finally getting 
into the groove of  online learning, there was 
an announcement was made surrounding 
the circumstances of  learning at the school. 
On October 1, Dr. Shallop sent out his 
second community message of  the school 
year, announcing that hybrid learning would 
start on October 19. Parents in the district 
had been given a choice about whether their 
children would attend school in-person or 
continue remote learning; understandably, 

most parents chose to have their children 
stay remote to keep everyone safe.
However, those who chose to return 
to school had an experience unlike one 
they’ve ever had at JP Stevens. The once 
lively hallways were now quiet and empty, 
with students wearing masks and adhering 
to social distancing guidelines.
 “Until this year, I never realized how 
much I would miss walking from class to 
class or physically sitting in a classroom,” 
said junior Dhruv Rungta. 

Everybody Loves A Hybrid!

See ONLINE LEARNING, page 15
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 FOR NEARLY 200 years, India was but a dream. 
From 1757 to 1947, India endured exploitative 
treatment from the British. The story is not 
unique—it is the tale of  “the developing world” 
in which dozens of  nations were nearly crushed 
under colonialism and deprived of  basic rights. 
After the Second World War, however, millions 
broke free from the chains placed upon them, 
creating a brighter future for the outcasts of  
the earth. A cursory reading of  the history of  
colonialism ends here. Look closer, however, 
and it becomes more apparent that the relations 
of  domination have not been severed—the 
chains have only obscured themselves. By 
leveraging economic power, Western nations 
keep the developing world from straying away 
from Western interests. Chief  among the tools 
used are the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and the World Bank; their policies leave 
poor nations at the mercy of  the West. 
 To understand the situation of  the Third 
World countries, we must first understand how 
they got there. Most importantly, we must ask 
the question: why are these nations so poor in 
the first place? The poverty of  the Third World 
largely arose because their resource wealth and 
cheap labor have been exploited by centuries of  
colonial despotism. After their independence, 
because they could not compete as core 
producers against the already-developed nations 
of  the West, they were forced to remain in their 
roles as exporters of  raw materials and labor. 
The IMF purports to be an agency committed 
to reducing poverty and improving the lives 
of  many in the developing world. But their 
aid does not come without conditions — the 
IMF often places absurdly high interest rates on 
their loans to third-world nations, locking them 
into deep debt cycles; the IMF also requires a 
number of  “structural adjustments” on the part 
of  its debtor nations, most of  which directly 
feed into their free-market agenda, such as 
draconian austerity measures and staggering 
economic liberalization. One needs to look no 
further than Malawi to see the disastrous effects 
that the IMF’s policies of  full liberalization 
can have on the economies of  developing 
nations. In accordance with their commitment 
to neoliberalism, as a condition of  extending 
monetary aid to the Malawi government, 
the IMF required that they privatize their 
government agricultural development and 

Turning Deaf to the IMF
By NISHANTH BHARGAVA, sophomore planning agency, which regulated prices on 

crops and ensured that a healthy surplus was 
maintained in case of  emergencies. This 
privatization led to a massive famine in Malawi, 
plunging nearly 6.5 million Malawians into a 
state of  food insecurity. The devastation of  
Malawi is not an isolated incident—this was 
mirrored in Zambia, Jamaica, Argentina, and 
many other nations, where the IMF prioritized 
their own agenda over the good of  the people 
they were purportedly seeking to help.
 A common defense of  the IMF is that they 
have reduced poverty. This claim is highly 
controversial; for one, the “structural reforms” 
prescribed by the IMF do not seem to be 
essential to development. China and Vietnam, 
where the state controls the private sector, 
have experienced massive dips in poverty. Even 
nations that followed Marxist doctrines were 
able to lift millions out of  poverty through 
aggressive industrialization and centralized 
social programs. In more recent history, the 
welfare programs of  the democratic socialist 
leadership of  Bolivia led to a dip in poverty, 
as the poverty rate fell from 52.1% in 2005 to 
23.1% in 2020.  In addition, the World Bank’s 
definition of  poverty doesn’t reflect reality. 
Its current “poverty line” rests at $1.90 a day. 
Scholars have been calling for this line to rise 
for years, placing it at $7.40, $10, or $15 a day, to 
reflect the cost of  basic necessities. According 
to Jason Hickel, “[w]hat happens if  we measure 
global poverty at the low end of  this more 
realistic spectrum—$7.40 per day, to be extra 
conservative? Well, we see that the number 
of  people living under this line has increased 
dramatically since measurements began in 
1981, reaching some 4.2 billion people today.“ 
 In the West, we are sold a shallow narrative 
about the Third World—that Africa, Asia, and 
South America are lands of  poverty. Thanks 
to our help, people are being lifted out of  
poverty every day—soon, it will disappear! This 
false optimism hides the truth of  the Third 
World—a choice between obeying the will of  a 
greater power and facing near-certain death, cut 
off  from aid. Although the number of  people 
living in poverty is decreasing, the rate of  this 
change is slowing, and though the economic 
conditions of  these nations may be improving, 
compared to the Western world, they are falling 
further behind. The West must cease its neo-
colonial domination—and the IMF and World 
Bank must be the first juggernauts to fall. 



Hawkeye
Editorial Staff  Contd.

2020-2021

Business Managers
Jiya Chowdhury
Sanjana Sankar

Creative Department Editor
Mona Wu

Assistant Art Editors
Lauren Sun
Allison Yu

Photography Editor
Maryam Mughal

Assistant Photography Editors
Nicholas Kimble
Annabelle Huang

Online Editor
Shivan Mukherjee

Assistant Online Editors
Krishna Nagarajan

Ayan Chandra
Pranav Vijayananth

Advisor
Mr. Louis Andreuzzi

FEBRUARY 2021 OPINION PAGE 3

 IN THE FACE of  a year marked by acute 
suffering worldwide due to the explosion of  
the coronavirus pandemic and the ensuing 
economic shutdowns, it is easy to forget that 
before this crisis, the world was still deeply 
unequal in terms of  opportunities and 
resources for developing nations opportunities 
are not equal. The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and the World Bank form the two 
pillars of  a global economic partnership meant 
to promote cooperation between nations and 
aid developing nations in order to improve 
the quality of  human life; however, the two 
have received much criticism. Yet, before any 
discussion of  these entities, it is necessary to 
understand the distinctions between them. The 
IMF’s mission is primarily to ensure worldwide 
financial stability and promote employment and 
economic growth. It can provide policymakers 
with analysis in addition to lending money to 
any of  its 189 member countries, regardless 
of  their wealth. In contrast, the World Bank’s 
aim is explicitly to reduce poverty and promote 
long-term economic development; therefore, it 
only provides loans and grants to middle- and 
low-income nations. Additionally, the IMF 
and World Bank are funded by their members’ 
contributions. How could these organizations, 
founded to rebuild Europe and reduce economic 
nationalism, find themselves in controversy? 
The accusations are fierce; many allege that 
the institutions favor wealthy countries while 
attaching stringent loan conditions. The IMF 
and World Bank are the best compromises 
between the desires of  wealthy and developing 
countries. Their operations present the most 
effective way to achieve prosperity while 
maintaining accountability. 
 In a perfect world for developing nations, 
wealthier countries would provide unlimited 
financial assistance; however, the funding 
methods of  the IMF and World Bank make 
this impossible. IMF loans are provided 
through quota contributions; these are 
based on the nation’s position in the world 
economy, according to Forbes. Voting power 
on the decisions of  the IMF is proportional 
to the funds provided. Therefore, money from 
nations such as the United States and China 
provides financial support for developing 
nations; naturally, they possess more authority. 
In a scenario where every nation has equal 

Worthy World Bank
By MRUNMAYI JOSHI, senior voting power, wealthier nations would have no 

incentive to fund the IMF, and nations in need 
would receive no assistance. The true choice 
in this scenario is between high-interest IMF 
loans and no loans at all. On an international 
scale, expecting countries to contribute 
money to a cause they have no connection to 
is unrealistic. To ensure that the IMF has the 
funds to implement its desired policies, this 
power imbalance is a necessary evil. 
 Another criticism of  the IMF and World 
Bank is that they only consider free-market 
approaches. Yet, once again, this is a given. The 
top ten economies by gross domestic product 
(GDP) are all free-market economies or 
approaching free-market status, and contribute 
the most to these institutions. Additionally, 
the goal of  the IMF and World Bank is to 
connect the world’s economies. With this 
aim, the IMF and World Bank seek to lower 
economic barriers between nations. Even if  the 
nation has a “planned” economy, controlled 
by the government, the private companies 
of  other countries still sell or buy from these 
regulated nations, considering that the world’s 
largest importers and exporters allow private 
companies to conduct business. Therefore, 
facilitating international trade relationships 
relies on free-market values, and that is not 
under the control of  the IMF and World Bank. 
However, with the authority they possess, the 
IMF and World Bank routinely take actions 
to support the economies of  developing 
nations. For example, the IMF’s Rapid Credit 
facility allows poor nations to rapidly borrow 
up to 100% of  their quota with a 0% interest 
rate. The World Bank has started COVID-19 
response projects in 100 countries, home to 
70% of  the world’s population, where millions 
of  dollars support sequestered workers. The 
speed and conditions of  their aid make them a 
key piece of  global infrastructure. 
 Like most governing bodies, the IMF and 
World Bank are not perfect; they provide little 
flexibility for the countries receiving assistance. 
However, the public must remember that these 
institutions represent the world’s nations, so any 
dissatisfaction with the initiatives undertaken 
by the IMF and World Bank is best directed 
towards the countries possessing the most 
influence over their decisions. Ameliorating 
the attitude of  one’s own country towards 
developing nations is the most effective way to 
pursue a more equitable world for all. 
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 THE MIDDLE CLASS is dying. According 
to the Pew Research Center and recent data 
from the United States Census Bureau, 
“the share of  American adults who live in 
middle-income households has decreased 
from 61% in 1971 to 51% in 2019.” This 
percentage will only further decrease in the 
near future. This trend can be attributed to 
a number of  factors, mainly the outsourcing 
of  manufacturing jobs to countries like 
China and an increase in upper-middle-
class American incomes. The backbone of  
the middle-class, which was created from 
American manufacturing jobs, is now gone, 
leaving many Americans to join the upper 
or lower class as they can no longer stay in 
between. Amongst the many detrimental 
consequences that are detrimental to 
American society, wealth inequality and the 
destruction of  the consumerism market will 
be unrestrained without the stability and 
large population of  the middle-class, which 
makes rebuilding it a necessity to ensure the 
future of  the country. 
 A stable middle-class curbs wealth 
inequality and prevents the development 
of  extreme wealth classes, but many people 
seem to overlook this fact and only focus 
on the increasing rate of  rich Americans 
instead. The American Enterprise Institute 
published an article that claimed that a 
disappearing middle-class was beneficial 
to society because many middle-class 
Americans are becoming wealthier. Yet they 
seem to blatantly ignore the fact that, while 
the upper class is expanding due to a stream 
of  formerly middle-class Americans, the 
lower class is remaining relatively stagnant 
because their income is plateauing. As 
per the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD), 
which cites the growing tech industry and 
global competition as a cause, “middle-
skill workers are now more likely to be in 
the lower-income class and less likely to be 
middle income.” Downward, not upward, 
mobility should be the greater concern. 
With rising expenses for housing, healthcare, 
and education that leave stagnant incomes 
disproportionate to the cost of  living, 
what was once bridged through American 
manufacturing jobs is now simply a growing 

Save the Middle Class
By SYONA BHANDARI, junior rift between the rich and the poor. The 

middle-class cannot exactly redefine itself  
to solve this problem by accommodating 
a higher income bracket, because the 
income for the poor is not growing at a 
fast enough rate to allow for such a change. 
Simply put, any sort of  redefinition of  the 
middle-class will render its name redundant, 
because it disproportionately leans towards 
the wealthy, thus causing it to not be so 
“middle” anymore. A shrinking middle-class 
will inevitably force people up to a wealthier 
bracket or down to a lower-income bracket. 
As history warns us, extreme wealth 
inequality jeopardizes democracy and puts 
American rights at risk, because power will 
be centralized in the hands of  the wealthy 
few. In the near future, the same individuals 
that celebrate the disappearing middle-class 
will suffer the consequences of  its absence. 
 The middle-class also serves as the main 
market audience for businesses, essentially 
ensuring a sense of  economic stability—but 
this stability will soon disappear alongside 
it. For a product to sell, there needs to be 
a certain demand, which the middle-class 
has long provided, thereby spurning healthy 
capitalism. But with a shrinking middle-class, 
demand will consequently shift. Wealthier 
Americans can afford costlier products, so 
businesses are already emerging to cater to 
this specific market with overpriced items 
aimed at the upper class. Meanwhile, poorer 
Americans are stuck with an alarmingly 
decreasing number of  options. A solid 
middle-class that makes up the majority 
of  the population maintains assurance that 
there will always be reasonably priced items 
that both the rich and the poor can afford. 
Without a steady middle-class, however, 
it will become far too easy for businesses 
to skimp on quality or durability, leaving 
poorer Americans with no choice but to 
sacrifice necessities that are out of  their 
price range. Competition will still occur, 
but it, like wealth, will be centralized in the 
upper class, thus redirecting quality and 
innovation only upwards. The lack of  a 
middle-class and a limited market will not 
only affect consumers but suppliers, too. 
America is already losing a large number 
of  small businesses, and one reason is that 
they can’t make a livelihood off  Americans 
that can’t afford their products. If  they 

lower their prices, they will lose profits and go 
out of  business. Subsequently, if  they choose 
to raise their prices, then they are faced with 
crippling competition from products that 
cater exclusively to the upper class, which will 
also cause them to go out of  business. This 
destructive paradox, which was once restrained 
by a strong middle-class, is now left to ruin 
American consumerism. 
 However, not all hope is lost for the middle-
class, if  people in power can start changing their 
mindsets and taking action. Both Democrats 
and Republicans have agreed that a shrinking 
middle-class is a dire problem, but little action 
of  substance has been taken against it. High 
taxes, which is something Democrats seem to 
preach all the time, does not and will not push 
Americans down into the middle-class; they 
only prevent the uber-rich from becoming 
even richer. Even then, there are countless 
widely practiced ways to bypass taxes, which 
makes this “solution” useless. Bringing back 
manufacturing jobs seems to be the most logical 
solution, as the lack of  these jobs to begin with 
was one of  the driving factors for a shrinking 
middle-class. Former President Donald Trump 
attempted this with his trade war against China, 
but it was so poorly executed that it did little 
to alleviate the problem, and possibly made the 
situation worse. Although his supporters claim 
that at least he did something, saving the middle-
class does not require the bare minimum, and, 
according to Politico, President Joe Biden is 
supposedly “laying out a plan to rebuild the 
U.S. economy that includes cracking down on 
outsourcing, investing billions in research and 
development and creating at least 5 million jobs 
in manufacturing and innovation.” His agenda 
seems far more organized than Trump’s mess 
of  a plan, but there is still no guarantee that 
Biden will succeed, leaving the middle-class’s 
fate, and thus America’s fate, on uncertain 
promises. 
 A dying middle-class will have far-reaching 
effects on the country’s stability. Without it, 
wealth inequality and skewed consumerism, 
among a wide variety of  other consequences, 
will spiral out of  control. The importance of  
a strong middle-class cannot be emphasized 
enough, and considering that so many 
Americans are a part of  this class, there should 
be a national motivation to preserve it. After all, 
at this rate, the middle-class will soon only exist 
in our history textbooks. 
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 INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY (IWD) 
is annually celebrated on March 8. It 
began in 1909 in the United States and has 
spread widely across the world ever since. 
According to the IWD organization, despite 
all the changes made towards women’s 
rights, “gender parity will not be attained 
for almost a century.” IWD is dedicated to 
commemorating women’s past achievements 
in society, the economy, culture, and politics, 
and encouraging them to continue doing so. 
However, it is difficult to say the same for 
International Men’s Day (IMD), originating 
in the 1960s and becoming official in the late 
1990s. Men have never quite experienced 
the same struggles of  women throughout 
history; honoring them with a “day” the 
same way as women could undermine the 
promotion of  women’s rights. Although it 
was created as a platform to raise awareness 
about men’s health and stereotypes against 
them, IMD does not conjure images of  
men’s issues and improvement but rather the 
“recognition” and “honor” that men largely 
already have. Creating such a movement 
to individually raise awareness of  such 
problems for long-term change is a much 
better goal than creating IMD for a single 
day’s recognition.
 Online, there are plenty of  forums and 
other opinion-based sites that afford an 
interesting opportunity to understand 
men’s justifications for having IMD. A 
few men pointed to social expectations of  
them having to be self-sufficient and tough, 
maintaining control of  their life and others. 
Furthermore, discussions such as rape, 
abuse, and violence tend to be directed 
towards women, and awareness about health 
problems and disorders such as anorexia 
and bulimia tends to focus more on women 
when the same problems are experienced 
by so many men. However, the majority of  
these arguments were disappointing. One 
man noted that he thought “women and men 
should be equal,” and therefore, men should 
have International Men’s Day. If  that were 
the case, how come women were treated 
as inferior for so much of  human history? 
Another man declared that International 
Women’s Day and International Men’s Day 
were created by people who “have nothing 

International Men’s Day: Yay or Nay?
By SARIKA AKULA, junior better to do.” Clearly, he had not educated 

himself  on the histories of  both holidays. 
Still yet another man lamented that “females 
have got a lot of  laws inclined towards 
them” and “play it like [a] victim card.” 
Finally, an angry man noted that “feminism 
was a movement started [by] the corporate 
world to make more money” and that 
“feminazis have taken over.” 
 Of  course, this is an absurd and 
unfounded argument. Women have not 
“taken over” the world. The reason why 
women’s rights and issues are so prominent 
today is because of  the centuries’ worth 
of  work by generations of  women before. 
In contrast, men have started a day of  
international recognition without laying 
any groundwork for a large movement that 
would bring their problems to the forefront. 
Interestingly, worldwide Google searches 
for IMD only start around March, when 
IWD is celebrated, and barely increases 
in November, when the day is celebrated. 
Around IWD, many men’s groups lament 
over the startling statistics that affect men 
yet focus on how IWD is taking attention 
away from these problems. Complaining 
about this “unfairness” isn’t going to fix 
anything. Perhaps connecting with men 
around the world through online forums 
and social media, organizing, and then 
launching a campaign for these issues would 
make a bigger impact.
 The International Men’s Day website 
says “‘[m]en’s contributions and concerns 
deserve a day of  recognition in their own 
right’ i.e. not merely by analogy with 
International Women’s Day,” which is 
why their day was created. If  so, then why 
are men’s groups that advocate for IMD 
and other issues drawing concern to the 
popularity of  IWD? Only when supporters 
of  IMD understand that IWD is not there 
to challenge them and take attention away 
from them can they begin to coherently 
assemble and make a reasonable argument 
for International Men’s Day.
 Granted, the IMD’s website does say 
that “the day is not intended to compete 
against International Women’s Day, but is to 
highlight men’s experiences.” For hundreds 
of  years, however, the world only showcased 
men’s experiences and contributions; 
arguably, every day was International Men’s 

Day. Men have been celebrated and prioritized 
for centuries: they were able to get an education, 
pursue any kind of  job, participate in politics, 
and more. The fact that men apparently cannot 
stand to see these celebrations of  women 
spanning the last 150 years or so without being 
able to claim “equal status” goes to show why 
the roots of  International Men’s Day are even 
more complicated. Men have never had to fight 
for the right to vote, or get an education, or 
make a life for themselves outside of  marriage. 
Even today, women make only $0.81 for every 
dollar a man makes. With these overwhelming 
differences in the lives of  men and women, our 
current focus should be on resolving gender 
inequality without a “tit-for-tat” approach. 
 Think about it in terms of  a school classroom. 
Let’s say that one student in a class is struggling 
with a certain topic, while another student is 
excelling. Who would you give more time and 
attention to? Would you try to equally divide 
time between both, or give it all to the student 
who needs it? Only once the struggling student 
receives the most help can both students have 
an equal understanding of  the topic. Similarly, 
only once we focus particularly on women and 
their inequalities with men can we achieve true 
gender parity.
 Proponents of  International Men’s Day 
argue that their holiday exists to draw attention 
to the paramount issues plaguing men’s well-
being today, but also to honor and appreciate 
men. While it’s possible to do both, many 
men focus on the “appreciation” part of  
International Men’s Day rather than “men’s 
issues.” It almost seems as if  the International 
Men’s Day organization is using these important 
issues to cover up an inherently childish claim 
of  “if  they can have their day, why can’t we?” 
Of  course, all of  these harmful stereotypes 
and undermining of  men’s experiences should 
be brought forward and made aware. Rather 
than getting caught up in the names and 
technicalities, the International Men’s Day 
organization and men’s groups should focus on 
creating massive campaigns to empower men 
to stand up in the face of  these problems and 
fight to create change, the way women did for 
hundreds of  years. 
 A popular saying declares “fairness does not 
mean everyone gets the same. Fairness means 
everyone gets what they need.” Only when 
both genders are on equal standing can we truly 
celebrate humanity as a whole.
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 ENTERTAINMENT AWARD SHOWS are 
some of  the most prestigious aspects of  
the industry. Millions tune in to watch their 
favorite celebrities garner awards for their 
work. Even high-profile celebrities who 
aren’t nominated show up simply to watch 
and enjoy. Many memorable moments 
have come from these shows, from Parasite 
winning the Oscars for Best Picture and 
Best Foreign Language Film to Kanye West 
interrupting Taylor Swift’s acceptance speech 
at the 2009 VMAs. However, these shows 
are not free from controversy. For example, 
popular artist The Weeknd received zero 
2020 Grammy nominations despite releasing 
the record-breaking hit song “Blinding 
Lights” along with the platinum album After 
Hours. Considering how important these 
awards are to the winner’s fame and profit, 
the voting structures of  the awards should 
be reformatted to, at least partially, include 
public opinion.
 In order to determine how significantly 
public opinion should play a role, there 
should first be socially acceptable criteria 
for what constitutes an award winner. To 
put it simply, how important is 
popularity when it comes 
to deciding who wins 
the next Grammy? 
Although this might 
not be necessary for 
movie or television 
awards, as the most 
popular movies rarely 
become nominees, the 
same cannot be said for 
music; most nominees 
are very popular songs. 
In the 2021 Grammys, 
all but two nominees (“BLACK PARADE” 
and “I Can’t Breathe”) have been viewed 
more than 100 million times on YouTube, 
and the two other songs also have millions 
of  views. These view counts demonstrate 
that the songs were listened to by many and 
spread around the internet, meaning they 
went viral. Keeping this in mind, it would 
be a fair statement to say that popularity is a 
significant factor that led to the nomination 
of  these songs. In that case, why is it that a 
small group of  voters is deciding which song 

The Worst Award Show Goes To...
By ANIRUDH HEBBATAM, sophomore should win? According to the Cambridge 

English Dictionary, popularity means “the 
fact that something or someone is liked, 
enjoyed, or supported by many people.” 
Thus, by limiting the number of  voters, 
the winner thus becomes the opposite 
of  popular. If  the nominees are selected 
based on popularity, then the public, who 
collectively decide what can be labeled as 
popular, should be allowed to vote on the 
award winner.
 A significant impact public opinion 
would have on award shows is stopping 
campaigns to win awards. Most prevalent 
in the film industry, these 
campaigns are when studios 
handpick films and spend 
millions of  dollars on 
m a r k e t i n g campaigns 
to encourage v o t e r s 
to give them a w a r d s . 
In 2017, Oscar campaigns, 
designed to target voters, cost 
as much as $15 m i l l i o n , 
according to a New Yorker 
story. Some examples of  
voter targeting i n c l u d e 
paying tens of  thousands 
of  dollars to run 

“ F o r Y o u r 

Consideration” ads, running screenings near 
Academy members, and sending physical 
copies of  movies for them to watch from 
the comfort of  their living room. There are 
also certain narratives pushed by studios 
to help their movies win. One notable 
example consists of  studios emphasizing 
the connections between the movies and 
art. Movies like The Artist, La La Land, 
and A Star Is Born are considered artistic, 
with a heavy focus on music and visual art. 
These movies were all nominated for Best 

Picture at the Oscars in their respective years, 
with The Artist winning the prize in 2011. The 
noticeable trend here is that, due to marketing 
and campaigning, the winner of  the awards is 
not an unbiased decision made by the voters, 
preventing movies released by smaller-scale 
studios from competing even if  their movies 
may be good enough. It also prevents these 
smaller studios from gaining recognition and 
expanding. Having the public vote on the 
winner makes campaigning less effective, and 
smaller studios have a fair chance at competing.
 To top it all off, there have also been recurring 
racial diversity issues in award shows. The most 
recent example would be #OscarsSoWhite, 
referring to the dominance of  white males in 
the most significant categories. In the 2020 
Oscars, only one out of  twenty nominees 
for the acting awards was a person of  color. 
Critically acclaimed movies with a black lead or 
cast like Creed and Straight Outta Compton only 
received one Oscar nomination each—for a 
role filled by a white person. This egregious and 
disgraceful trend shows that the entertainment 
industry still has to improve when it comes to 
diversity. By allowing the public to vote, the 
racial prejudices that exist within the minds 
of  award voters will become inconsequential. 

This would allow minorities to 
have a better chance at earning 

prestige and making a name 
for themselves through 

these award shows.
 All in all, the 
entertainment industry 
should entertain the 
prospect of  allowing 
the public to vote in 
these award shows. 
This may seem like 
an inconsequential 
issue, considering that 

celebrities compete for these awards in order 
to satisfy their egos. While this may be true, 
winning an award means cementing a place 
in history. Today’s songs, movies, television 
shows, artists, actors, directors, and storytellers 
are an integral part of  this era’s culture. It 
reflects the emotions, movements, struggles, 
and joys of  the people living right now. In order 
to truly appreciate this fact, the awards should 
be earned by the deserving winners, which is 
currently not the case. Since this cannot be 
accomplished, it is time for change. 
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 SIGMUND FREUD is regarded as the father 
of  modern psychology—he developed 
psychoanalysis, and his work greatly 
influenced psychology and psychotherapy. 
He developed theories regarding dream 
interpretation, transference—when an 
individual redirects feelings or emotions 
unconsciously to another person—and 
free association, by which the content of  
the unconscious mind is accessed without 
interference from the conscious mind. 
He also had a chain-smoking habit; his 
death was likely a physician-assisted suicide 
because he wanted to “die with dignity.” 
He was addicted to 
cocaine for 13 years, 
believing that it was a 
miracle drug. Although 
Freud’s theories are 
widely accepted and his 
reputation is good, it is time 
to rethink his credibility as a lot 
of  the concepts brought forth by Freudian 
psychology must be questioned.
 The Case of  Little Hans is an 
example of  Freud’s projecting his 
personal beliefs onto his patient. 
Herbert Graf, also known as 
“Little Hans,” was the son of  
Freud’s friend, Max Graf. Herbert 
was afraid of  horses when he was 
five years old. This fear eventually 
developed and he couldn’t leave the 
house for fear he might encounter a 
horse. Freud and Herbert’s father came 
to the conclusion that the horses symbolized 
Max—their blinders represented his glasses, 
the black patches around their mouths 
represented his mustache. He used this 
conclusion to prove his Oedipus complex 
theory (the female equivalent being the 
Electra complex), which says that young 
children have romantic inclinations towards 
their parents of  the opposite sex, and thus 
see the other parent as an opponent in a 
battle for their mother’s/father’s love. Freud 
supposedly treated the boy by having him 
imagine he was married to his mother, or 
something along those lines. One would 
argue that there is little to no connection 
between Herbert’s fear of  horses and the 
Oedipus complex. When Freud was younger, 

Freud: A Fraud?
By TEJASWINI VENKAT, freshman he was romantically inclined towards his 

mother. This led him to believe that all young 
boys possess the same inclination. He later 
used this theory to support his claims about 
Little Hans. A psychologist whose theories 
are based on the beliefs and experiences 
of  one individual cannot be considered a 
reliable source of  information.
 Moreover, Freud’s smoking resulted in 
over thirty cancer surgeries, and he may have 
written about cocaine’s health benefits. In 
an interview on PBS, Dr. Howard Markel, a 
physician, says, “Freud loved the way cocaine 
made him feel… 
[he was] very 

interested in its psychological components… 
[and] amazed at how it made him talk about 
things he thought were locked away in his 
brain… that’s talk therapy without the toxic 
side effects of  cocaine. But he got to like it 
[...] a little bit too much.” Markel believes that 
the talk therapy strategy Freud created came 
from his cocaine addiction and the way it 
unleashed repressed memories and thoughts 
he wouldn’t have normally talked about. His 
prominent theories regarding psychoanalysis 
and talk therapy may have arisen from his 
experiences with cocaine. The Interpretation of  
Dreams, published in 1899, was likely written 

when he was using cocaine, since Freud’s 
cocaine usage skyrocketed in 1895 to the 
point where his nose was so congested that a 
surgeon had to cut it open so he could breathe. 
His avid use of  and advocacy for cocaine adds 
an extra layer of  questionability to his theories 
on psychoanalysis, which just so happens to be 
one of  his best-known propositions.
 Freud also had several tendencies and 
hypocrisies that don’t seem to have anything to 
do with his drug addiction. Psychology Today states 
that, “Sigmund believed that homosexuality in 
men is neurotic but not particularly problematic. 
Lesbianism, however, he considered a gateway 
to mental illness.” He claimed that this was 

because “men have moral sense.” He said 
that because mankind evolved from apes, 
no one is born with sense, but men 
“acquire morality through the castration 
complex—the fear that their fathers will 
emasculate them for their misbehavior.” 

Females, since they have nothing to 
castrate, are immoral and lie to get what 
they desire. They must be guided by 

either their fathers or husbands; hence, 
lesbians, without a male to guide 

them, become “untrustworthy 
and unstable.” Yet, his friend 
and most trusted colleague, his 
daughter Anna, was a lesbian, 
and he spent a great deal of  
time analyzing her dreams and 
her mind. Clearly, his attitude 
towards women is more than a 

little unwarranted and unjust.
 Of  course, some of  his 

theories, for example, his theories 
about personality—the id, the ego, and 

the superego—may be correct. The id is 
supposedly the devil on your shoulder, while 
the superego is the angel. They both combine 
to form your ego, the specific amount of  each 
determining your personality. The id/superego 
theory sheds some light on psychopathy and 
perhaps criminal pathology. However, it is 
difficult to believe that so many of  Freud’s 
patients were simply ‘hysteric.’ There is also 
something incredibly creepy about the fact 
that so many of  his theories are based on 
one’s sexual desires, and moreover, the fact 
that so many of  his theories were based on his 
experiences. A researcher who has only one 
test subject, or, rather, a psychologist who has 
only one real patient, cannot be trusted.



YOU’VE HEARD ALL of  these famous Christmas tracks over the years—the ones that you play on 
repeat from December 1 and start to get tired of  by December 7. But do you know where these 

Christmas songs came from? If  you don’t, well, then you’re in for a big surprise. What if  I told you 
that these songs were inspired by none other than you and your fellow JP students? Never guessed it? Don’t 

believe it? Guess I’ll need to change your mind. This isn’t the season of  believing for nothing! 
Woo hoo! Did I say it was the season of  believing? I meant it’s the season of  BELIEBING! From your local news, the 

Justin Bieber classic coming in clutch this season is none other than “Santa Claus is Coming to Town.” Do you ever wonder 
why Santa knows when we’re awake? Undoubtedly, it has to be because of  the countless times Santa has seen us all stay up till 3 in 

the morning rushing to complete our homework. It takes a lot of  hard work to keep those eyes open, and even more work to subtly 
slip in presents during that! With the amount of  time he has to wait at each house, it’s a wonder how Santa is able to make it to every sin-

gle house before everyone wakes up! But I guess miracles do exist because the ability to stay up till 4 on any day is a real Christmas miracle. 
  Bam, it’s Wham Time, man! “Last Christmas, I gave you my heart,” not to mention, my soul, life, and hours of  sleep. “But the 
very next day you gave it away” and there goes my whole life as I know it. “This year, to save me from tears / I’ll give it to some-
one special”... sound familiar? Of  course, it’s our newest best friend—the ultra-reliable, fast-speed app Zoom. Does anyone 
remember what happened last Christmas? It seems as if  whatever happened last year was like a whole lifetime ago. Imagine 
you’re meeting your friend for the first time in a long, long time: you’re looking around and it’s a bit hard to tell who’s who with 
all of  the masks on. But this one person is walking towards you and you’ve seen that forehead so many times that you know 
this is who you were looking for. Then, your friend says, “Tell me, baby / Do you recognize me? Well, it’s been a year / It doesn’t 
surprise me.” You laugh, and reply “I keep my distance / But you still catch my eye.” Isn’t this a perfect description for the holiday season? 
 It’s time for the ultimate chef ’s kiss; the greatest of  all time. Not only is “All I Want for Christmas Is You” the best of  the best Christmas 
music-wise, but this song really is also the epitome of  the average student. All I want for Christmas this year are the days when 1st period 
started at 8 am. How those extra 20 minutes would’ve changed the average-student-who-wakes up-at-7:39’s life, we’ll never know. Hmm, 
and how come Mariah won’t even wish for snow? That’s because snow days are things of  the past in this day and age. Why have a snow 
day when you can go to school online? And let’s take this even further: “I just wanna keep on waiting.” Ok pause. Waiting...waiting...does 
that remind you of  anything? Waiting...in your room...waiting...room. If  you guessed “waiting room,” it’s your lucky day! Don’t you just 
want to keep on waiting in the waiting room so you can never start class? Those last few seconds of  paradise before you need to see an 
endless void of  faces. And just as you enter the call, you hear a “ding.” There’s a suspenseful moment of  silence as everyone connects to 
audio and you become accustomed to your black box. Then those students who come just at the (St.) nick of  time flood into the room 
and there’s just a cacophony of  rings. Ring! Ding! Sing! Ping! Do you hear those sleigh bells ringing? 
 And that’s the end of  Christmas Song Backstories. Let me end with an important, thought-provoking question that will leave your brain 
asking “why...just why” and searching for answers: Are you a Belieber now?
Thank you for tuning in—you can now “Carey” on with the rest of  your day. 

A Corona Christmas
IT GOES WITHOUT SAYING, but I’ll say it anyways—this holiday season went down 

as one of  the worst ever. Normally, the holiday season is a time of  visiting 
family, exchanging gifts, and sharing a meal together. Instead, we visited 

our bedrooms, exchanged Zoom links, and hopefully did not share 
COVID-19 with each other. But we at the Features section have not 

been idle. During the free time we’ve gained due to our lack of  
holiday revelry, we’ve made the most of  our horrible situation. So 

ditch the breakout rooms and open the newspaper to read how 
“All I Want for Christmas is You” was actually written by a 

JP student and how this past Christmas was vastly different 
than previous years. 

JP’s Christmas Carols 
By SHARON PAN, junior



 SANTA CLAUS CAME TO TOWN. And he did not bring COVID-19. 
 According to Dr. Anthony Fauci, America’s leading infectious disease expert, “Santa is exempt from this because Santa has a lot of  
good innate immunity.”
 From this, we can deduce that Santa is superhuman. Think about it: he flies around the entire world in one night (that’s a lot of  mileage 
for a wooden sleigh), delivers billions of  toys, eats his weight in milk and cookies, and has an algorithm to calculate if  every child has been 
naughty or nice. Not to mention that he lives at the North Pole, where the temperature never rises above freezing! No Marvel superhero, 
not even Hawkeye,the strongest Avenger, can compare to this fat old St. Nicholas.
Unfortunately, Fauci’s expert analysis wasn’t enough to convince children that Santa wouldn’t succumb to COVID-19. After all, Santa’s 
really, really old. Plus, he’s quite overweight and is probably diagnosed with an unknown stage of  diabetes due to his cookie intake. No 
matter how you look at it, Santa is the optimal case of  someone who would appear, at first glance, to be at greater risk of  developing 
severe symptoms.
 What would have happened if  Santa and his reindeer got COVID-19?
 To be frank: Christmas would have been very different this year.
 Obviously, Santa wasn’t able to squeeze his rather round physique through chimneys as he would have been blatantly violating ‘social 
distancing’. And if  Santa doesn’t follow quarantine protocol, how can we be expected to do the same? 
 This wasn’t a normal Christmas. And that’s a painful thing to take in. What’s not to love about Christmas: inordinately adding tree 
decorations, hot cocoa with marshmallows, and especially the offense given and taken among family members at gatherings. Unfortunately, 
some traditions had to change and here are three big ones…
 Getting your picture with Santa is a sacred Christmas tradition, and considering that COVID-19 spreads through close contact, it is 
no surprise that this tradition had to be cancelled. To maintain the holiday magic, however, many malls tried creative venues: 
Minnesota’s Mall of  America had Santa Claus posted up in a workshop, West Palm Beach’s annual “Sandi Land” 
in Florida had Santa chilled in a snowglobe, while the Boca Center used a green screen to create an illusion of  
appearance. There is a good chance that the Christmas photo of  2020 had Santa’s luscious beard covered with 
a “Naughty or Nice” mask.
 This pandemic hindered traditional Christmas shopping, but not to fear, Jeff  Bezos was here. It’s obvious 
that Santa’s sleigh this holiday season was the UPS truck and the sack of  presents was from the wonderful 
land of  Amazon. Due to COVID, there was now only one way to get that PS5 that your brother insists 
he will find no purpose in life without: being the first one to click “purchase” on release day. This was 
quite the gruesome process, but the real struggle was no longer staying up late enough to watch Santa’s 
reindeers land on your roof, but rather doing so to choose the cheapest shipping method. Good 
luck my brave soldiers, as the sales only get worse from here!
 So what did we actually do on Christmas day? Sleep in and rush under the tree to check for 
presents? Probably not, considering you would’ve had to order them a month in advance 
and Amazon Prime offers 2-day shipping. So we reach the conclusion that we probably 
did the same thing we’ve done every day throughout the tumult of  2020: we engaged with 
yet another movie/TV show binge. But what can we say? It’s not our fault that Netflix 
only gives us three seconds to decide on watching the next episode! We could have 
indulged in a pile of  Christmas movies, including The Grinch and Home Alone, but we 
probably just found ourselves returning to another episode of  “The Mandalorian.”

A Corona Christmas

What If Santa Got COVID?
By PRIYA PATEL, sophomore
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 NO EXCUSE IS INFALLIBLE. By now, there 
is certainly no excuse that is pervasive in 
every classroom, or one that every student 
by now has likely used. Yet the advent of  
this quarantine period might just prove this 
statement wrong…
 This revolutionary new excuse in question 
is anything along the lines of  having a 
technological issue: “my computer couldn’t 
connect to the internet,” “my wi-fi 
crashed,” or “my MacBook 
had one of  those sporadic 
reboots.” For the first 
couple of  weeks, it 
was acceptable, but 
now such a blunder is 
beyond unimaginative 
and overused. In fact, 
the only school excuse to 
parallel such infamy is the 
classic “my (insert pet here) ate my 
homework”—a statement far more creative 
and much more entertaining, if  I do say so 
myself.
 Looking at this old rival of  an expression 
does raise concerns. Sure, it is famous, 
but more specifically, it is notorious. And 
because of  the degree of  its notoriety, “the 
dog ate my homework” is hackneyed. It 
has existed for longer than any student 
here can remember, to the point where it has 
evolved (or devolved) into a facsimile 
of  a meme rather than 
something with any 
semblance of  reality. 
Imagine giving this cliché 
to a teacher: the question 
isn’t whether or not they 
might believe it (because 
who would), but whether they’ll 
react by giving you an unamused 
glare or pretending to play along with 
it, appreciating your humor and hopefully 
giving you a pass on the assignment. And on 
the off  chance that your rebellious pet did 
in fact consume your homework assignment, 
well...looks like you’re out of  luck, unless 
you provide your teacher with video proof, 
in which case it’ll probably seem like a 
deliberate plot rather than an innocent 
mishap. Suffice it to say that this expression 
is a lose-lose situation for everyone.

My Internet’s Down Again
By SOPHIA PAN, sophomore

 So when did the expression go out of  
fashion? Around the middle of  the last 
century. Of  course, the study of  historical 
linguistics never provides precise dates 
because everything is a gradual change.
 This expression was first mentioned in 
1905 when the magazine The Cambrian’s 
music critic William ApMadoc recounted 
an incident in a church. A priest had asked 
a clerk his opinion on the priest’s sermon, 
worrying that it might have been too 

short because—lo and behold—the 
dog had eaten the final pages. 

In this anecdote, ApMadoc 
further mused upon whether 
dogs who ate paper would 
choke on it or suffer from 
indigestion (something I’m 
sure has crossed the average 

person’s mind).

 Another incident around the same time 
was when author John Steinbeck asked his 
editor to extend the deadline because half  
of  the manuscript of  his novel Of  Mice and 
Men had been eaten by a dog. It’s a shame 
the novel wasn’t titled Of  Dogs and Men, but 
that’s understandable. 
 Steinbeck and the priest most likely used 
this expression in earnest, but its usage 

blossomed into infamy in 1929, when the 
Oxford English dictionary recorded it for the 
first time from a British essay that suggested 
using pets as an excuse had actually been in use 
by schoolchildren prior to 1905.
 With the cultural popularization of  this 
excuse in novels such as Up the Down Staircase 
published in 1965, and ripoffs such as The Cat 
Ate My Gymsuit in 1974, the trick’s usefulness 
peaked and began to decline. Perhaps it was 
president Ronald Reagan who sealed it as a 
joke when using it to mock Congress when 
complaining “I had hoped that we had marked 
the end of  the ‘dog-ate-my-homework’ era of  
congressional budgetry.”
 If  this is the dire fate of  the predecessor, 
a bluff  that is relatively far more imaginative, 
what is to become of  its unimaginative heir? 
Is it doomed to turn into a cliché as well? Not 
six months into virtual learning, and memes 
regarding the exploitation of  poor internet 
have been beaten to death.. and if  so, what 
about the small but genuine number of  people 
who do actually have internet problems?
 I would argue otherwise. Although one can 
say that “my internet was slow” is the new 
“my dog ate my homework,” one cannot draw 
perfectly parallel lines between the two. For 
one reason, a major reason why “my dog ate 
my homework” dulled is that technological 
developments in the second half  of  the 20th 
century rendered the statement obsolete: more 
homework was now being done online, and 

lost worksheets could still be 
completed by asking for a 
picture from a friend.
 If  internet problems ever 
become obsolete as well, the 

excuse will fade into the hall 
of  fame of  cliches. Although the 

internet might someday become an 
impeccable system  with no chance 

of  error that’s available in all areas, it 
certainly won’t happen in the near future of  
quarantine and online school.
 Ultimately, the concern that using your 
internet or your computer as an excuse will 
be ineffective is unfounded. Therefore, JP 
students, use that excuse as liberally as you 
want with no fear. But, of  course, don’t push 
your luck. Your first period teacher isn’t going 
to believe your excuses if  you arrive to class 
in a disheveled state when there’s a far likelier 
alternative.
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You Know You Go to JP When…
…at this point, you’re fine with starting the 
conversation in a breakout room.
…you can see your classmates 
procrastinating in the reflection of  their 
blue light glasses. 
…whenever your teachers make you 
unmute during tests, you have to put up 
with construction sounds…
…or someone’s mechanical keyboard that 
might as well be a jackhammer. 
…when you unmute to answer a question, 
your class catches a few words of  the family 
beef…
…and it’s not in English. 
…you would think that it would be easier to 
be present at home…
…but your attendance record is lit up like a 
Christmas tree.
…your classmates find it hilarious to mess 
with the zoom filters.
…people don’t have sunsets and forests as 
their zoom background…
…but a picture of  their forehead. 

…Mr. JPS will be broadcasted like a live 
version of  the Bachelor.
…the awkward silences after a teacher’s 
question make each class feel like an 
episode of  Dora the Explorer… 
…except the answer’s not obvious. 
…you never thought you’d say this, but you 
miss hearing Mr. Smith’s hearty voice in the 
hallways.  
…the longest couple seconds of  your 
life are when your teacher asks “how is 
everyone doing?” and nobody in your class 
responds. 
…you remember the times when you 
actually used to study during study hall.
…Santa probably used Relay Classroom to 
put you on the “Naughty or Nice” List. 
…we’re all so eager to improve our mental 
health that we crash a conference.
…you don’t remember what life felt like 
away from your desk. 
…you become a SoundCloud rapper for 
your English project.

…you’re saving up all of  the Zoom Post 
Attendee screens so you can delete them all 
on the last day of  school.
…every Wednesday feels like you’re a 
freshman on the first day of  school all over 
again.
…one of  the worst things about being 
remote is being unable to sample your 
teacher’s hand lotions.
…someone had the bright idea of  making 
your senior pictures’ gallery password the 
student ID.
…for some reason, you have a craving for 
cheesecake, salsa, chocolate, and citrus 
fruits. 
…when your teacher dismisses you, people 
abandon the Zoom meeting faster than rats 
on a sinking ship… 
…except when there’s that awkward 
moment when you wake up from your nap 
and it’s just your teacher and you.

Across
4. The class where true music video stars 
are born
5. The Mecca of  science labs
7. Submitting videos for fake regions, also 
known as
10. What happens to your skin when you 
wear a mask for too long; where the 
etiquette is not to speak
12. The other terrible disease spreading this 
time of  year

Down
1. The most-used app on your phone
2. What the juniors can’t get; _____ by 
Olivia Rodrigo
3. _____ days in gym, otherwise known as 
study hall
6. Fancy word for an extra hour of  sleep
8. What your teachers tell you to do every 
Friday
9. Where everyone fails their road test
11. Your science teachers tell you not to 
trust these, they make up everything

Crossword answers on bottom of  page 12!
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 THREE P.M., MARCH 13TH, 2020. The 
school has just announced that it will 
institute a temporary lockdown because of  
the rising danger of  COVID-19. Everyone 
is excited for a nice break from school, and 
that definitely doesn’t exclude you (also 
maybe considering the fact that you had a 
history test on Monday and the last time 
you actually bothered to read was two 
months ago, but oh well). You think to 
yourself, “maybe I’ll actually 
have the time to finish that 
book I always wanted to write” 
or “maybe this will be the time I 
fix that flimsy leg on my desk.” 
 Fast forward approximately nine 
months: you’re staring at some dusty 
corner of  your desk, thinking about how 
you ended up… well, not doing any of  
that. Of  course, you aren’t too surprised with 
this realization. You’re the type of  person 
who finishes math homework on your 
phone and submits club work two minutes 
before it’s due on Google Classroom (except 
Features articles, of  course). Then again, 
you had so much time. The one thing so 
many people crave, and the one thing 
that JP students always needed, you 
had it. And now you’ve squandered it all. 
However, we all have a tendency to just waste 
our time away scrolling through TikTok for 
hours because let’s be honest, who hasn’t? 
Well, I got some tips for you.
 So, you want to know how to not be 
addicted to procrastination? You want to 
know how to go back to “I have all the time 
in the world, so I’ll do everything I couldn’t 
previously do” instead of  “I have all the time 
in the world, so I’ll use it to do absolutely 
nothing?” Oh boy oh boy, do I have some 
solutions for you! 
 You can utilize this popular hack that came 
from Tiktok (you know, the same app where 
you spend hours on end?). This hack involves 
playing 1 to 2-hour playlists of  theme music 
from the game Mario Kart. The fast paced 
music (the one from Coconut Mall is iconic)  
is sure to get your hands moving and your 
brain thinking, which comes in handy when 
doing basically anything. The one caveat is 
that if  you’re one of  those people who can’t 
handle working under pressure, you will 

Laters to Nevers
By ARUSHI SEN, sophomore

just end up with a fast heart rate, a blank 
brain, and loud keyboards playing. And if  
the thought of  a blue shell or a banana peel 
makes you hyperventilate, then definitely 
don’t do this. 
 Another hack is to have your phone’s 
ringer on a high volume and utilize the 
wonderful aspect of  modern technology 
that brightens everyone’s morning: alarms. 
Just set these customizable, handy-dandy 

alarms every five minutes, change the 
password (so you won’t be able to get 

yourself  out of  it), and voila! You’ll end 

up doing your work out of  pure spite! 
Sure, these alarms might end up giving you 
nightmares for days, but you know what’s 
more nightmarish? The hole you’ll feel 
in your stomach when you see that 0 in 
Genesis because your sense of  intelligence 
and capability depends on your ability to 
make numbers zoom up. To ensure  that 
you will not receive a failing grade, set your 
alarm to the most annoying, blaring tone 
and watch your grades skyrocket. Have fun!
 One other hack is to have a calendar 
on hand and note down when all of  your 
assignments are due and when your tests 
and quizzes will be held. A calendar is a 
great way to visualize and organize your 
work and deadlines, helping you set your 
priorities accordingly. Just mark it down 
on your calendar, and you’ll have a great 
way to see when everything is happening 
in your life. Until, that is, when you look at 
your calendar hanging above your desk one 
day and see the infinite lines and lines of  
assignments and tests and quizzes packed 

into the square boxes in a calendar, making you 
feel so overwhelmed that you just melt into 
a glop of  tired, unpalatable pudding, just like 
the bland oatmeal you had for breakfast that 
morning. 
   Lastly, one final hack is to follow the 
10-minute rule with your work. The 10 minute 
rule states that you should work for 30 minutes 
nonstop, take a break for 10 minutes, and 
repeat. This can definitely help keep you from 
getting bored of  studying for your history test 
nonstop for an hour and a half, and can make 
it less likely to find distractions, making this a 

pretty effective hack. At least, until 
you realize one day that you’re 
17 minutes into your 10 minute 

break, and then you revert back 
to your procrastination ways by 
saying that you’ll just get back 

to work at 20 minutes. Then, you 
realize 22 minutes have passed, and 

you just say “I’ll get back to science 
at 25 minutes,” and then you suddenly 

find yourself  watching YouTube videos at 
2 A.M. and, oh no, you’re back to being a 
procrastinator.
 All in all, procrastination can be a 

very serious addiction. It’s going to be 
difficult—you’re a JP student, and 

procrastination is your middle name. 
Whether it’s pulling an all-nighter to finish 
your APUSH project or submitting college 
applications hours before the deadline, you’ve 
had a lot of  experience with it. Later down 
the road, procrastination may put you in some 
very detrimental situations, such as when you 
have no idea how to file your taxes thirty-seven 
minutes before they’re due. Since we have 
suddenly found ourselves in the possession 
of  exorbitant amounts of  free time, it’s the 
perfect opportunity to start getting more sleep, 
drinking more water, and accomplishing some 
of  those New Year’s Resolutions you’ve been 
putting off. Besides, it would be nice seeing that 
rickety little table leg not so rickety.

Across
4; History
5. pHet
7. ArtsEd
10. Breakout 
rooms
12. Senioritis

Down
1. Adobe Scan
2. Driver’s license
3. Indy
6. Asynchronous
8. Go outdsifr
9. Kilmer
11. Atoms



 ON NOVEMBER 24, Mrs. Achiron was 
recognized by Dr. Shallop for receiving 
this year’s Governor’s Educator of  the 
Year award, reflective of  her numerous 
accomplishments as a teacher and mentor 
for her students. 
 Mrs. Achiron is an English teacher who 
has been teaching at JP Stevens for the past 
13 years. She has always loved reading and 
analyzing literature, and she has a strong 
passion for teaching English as well.
 Mrs. Achiron admires the love of  learning 
that is fostered by JP’s environment, and 
her goal is to uplift each of  her students to 
his or her full potential. With the support 
and encouragement of  her colleagues, Mrs. 
Achiron feels driven to provide her students 
with the best education. “The community 
of  teachers that I work with is an inspiration 
to me, and I am blessed to teach amazing 
students who stimulate and challenge me 
daily,” said Mrs. Achiron when asked about 
the JPS community. 

 As the recipient of  the Governor’s 
Educator of  the Year Award, Mrs. Achiron 
has received much praise for her tremendous 
efforts and dedication to her students. This 
prestigious award recognizes teachers who 
have promoted positive relationships with 
students and colleagues. 
 “She makes the most out of  class every 
day, and she is always there to help and 
guide us through our problems,” said junior 
Viswanath Nair, a student in Mrs. Achiron’s 
AP English Language and Composition 
class. 
 Mrs. Achiron is humbled to be chosen 
as Educator of  the Year. The award is a 
testament to the passion and devotion that 
Mrs. Achiron has for teaching English, and 
she feels that it is an honor to know that her 
community appreciates the effort she puts 
in every day to teach a subject she is very 
passionate about. 
 The diversity of  thought that English 
allows for is what sparks Mrs. Achiron’s 
passion for the subject. She believes that 
this diversity allows for new ideas and 

perspectives to be discovered every day and 
loves listening to the unique perspectives and 
ideas that her students bring forward each 
year. She feels that in this day and age, English 
is very important because it teaches people 
how to interpret and express information 
in their daily lives and communicate with 
different audiences.
 “School is more than stories and facts; it 
is about developing your own perspectives, 
learning to be your own advocate, deepening 
empathy, and seeing how beautifully 
connected everything is,” said Mrs. Achiron 
when asked about a message that she hopes 
to instill in her students. 
 Beyond the skills that she believes English 
teaches, Mrs. Achiron also believes that 
English is a form of  art that allows for self-
expression, appreciation, and a connection 
to a larger community. Teaching English 
has fundamentally changed how Mrs. 
Achiron approaches life. Over the years, 
she has learned new ways to connect to and 
understand what her students say, which has 
made her a more open-minded person.

SHARI STEIN

 IN THE JP STEVENS Library and Media 
center, Ms. Stein’s duty is to manage both
the books and the students. After graduating 
with a bachelor’s degree in English and 
Education from Rutgers University, Ms. 

Stein began teaching English at JP Stevens. 
Later, she earned a Master of  Library and 
Information Science Degree from Rutgers 
University and became the librarian at JP 
Stevens.
 Ms. Stein considers the job of  a librarian 
different from that of  a teacher, as every 
day comes with new opportunities. She 
is in charge of  sorting books one day and 
uploading new digital applications for the 
library another day. She believes that the 
most fascinating part of  her job is reading 
about books, learning about technology, 
and applying the knowledge she’s gained in 
her own life. Additionally, Ms. Stein firmly 
believes that helping and connecting with 
students and faculty from various ethnic 
backgrounds is the most rewarding part of  
her job.
 Ms. Stein has been connected to JP 
Stevens since 1994, before the age of  the 
Internet, and promoted the idea to bring 
technology to the district when plans to do 
so were first discussed.

 She has endorsed the usage of  technology 
in everyday life and knows that it can be a 
great asset if  regulated and used in the 
classrooms appropriately.
 Since the coronavirus pandemic has 
brought many challenges to all educators, the 
library’s vast storehouse of  digital tools has 
become even more useful. Ms. Stein claims 
that librarians have had to recreate the role of  
libraries as part of  the school community in a 
virtual format and find new ways to provide 
library materials to people digitally. Despite 
this “digitalization,” Ms. Stein has retained 
her vital role in the JP Stevens community by 
continuing to provide students with resources 
and materials that will aid in research, projects, 
and education in general. 
 Altogether, Ms. Stein’s attitude towards 
helping others and towards her job is what 
made her the perfect candidate for the 
Educational Services Professional of  the 
Year award this year. She hopes to continue 
to interact with and impact students in the JP 
Stevens community positively.
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By GRACY BHARDWAJ, junior

Mrs. Achiron: Governor’s Educator of the Year
By AVINASH PUSHPARAJ, junior



 ON DECEMBER 5, the JP Stevens Science 
Olympiad Alpha and Beta teams participated 
in the Belleville Mini Science Olympiad 
Tournament. The pandemic did not hold the 
JP Stevens teams back as they competed in 
the competition virtually. The JPS Science 
Olympiad team consistently participated in 
virtual study sessions after school three times 
a week, including on Sundays. They also took 
virtual practice tests with their partners in 
preparation for the competition.
 The tournament consisted of  teams from 
all over the country, including students from 
California, Minnesota, Wisconsin, and New 
York. The JPS Alpha team placed 4th, and 
the Beta team placed 17th out of  the 65 
high schools that participated in Division C, 
including schools that are nationally ranked. 
Furthermore, the JP teams medaled in 14 
events in total and had members medal 
across multiple events.  
 “We are extremely happy with our 
performance at the tournament, which is a 
testament to the work all of  our members 

put in, despite the obstacles presented by the 
pandemic. We hope to build upon this success 
with our next invitational tournament,” said 
the captain of  the JPS Science Olympiad 
team, senior Yousuf  Khan.
  A change of  pace from the typical in-
person Science Olympiad tournament 
that involves interactions with many 
competitors, the 2020 Belleville Mini 
Science Olympiad Virtual Tournament was 
a challenge. A normal competition includes 
communication between partners during 
tests and while performing experiments or 
building models. 
 Since the competition was virtual, 
many components like performing live 
experiments were either omitted or required 
to be submitted through a video format, 
such as the build events like Gravity Vehicle 
and Robot Tour where members create a 
vehicle/object beforehand and test them out 
during the competition. 
 For these events, tournament officials 
gave participants the parameters for the 
courses 24-48 hours in advance, and there 
was still uncertainty as the officials warned 

By SUGANDHA BOLLU,  senior
that they may have to contact the participants 
the day of  the tournament to address issues.
 Additionally, the written portion of  the 
testing events had to be submitted through 
a Google Form. Considering the difficulty 
of  the exam itself  and the lack of  easy 
communication among partners, the team 
members found that transferring the answers 
on to the Google Form was challenging.
 “We were really surprised by some of  the 
wild questions on astronomy, but it turned 
out to be an astronomical success,” said 
Alpha team competitor senior Michelle Liu 
about one of  her events.
 Since students could not meet with their 
team members in-person, participants were 
permitted to start a team call outside of  the 
Scilympiad system, the platform that the 
tournament was being conducted on. 
 “The virtual tournament was new for 
everyone involved, so it was an intimidating 
but interesting experience,” said Alpha team 
and build competitor senior Nami Jain. “In 
the end, JP came out just as successful as in 
past years, which goes to show the dedication 
and teamwork of  our members.”

By AMOL BHINGARDE, sophomore

 THE JP STEVENS Quiz Bowl team 
competed at the 2020 Southside Holiday 
III tournament on December 12, 2020. 
Members of  the Quiz Bowl’s “A” team, 
consisting of  senior Joseph George, 
senior Allen Wang, senior Rajeev Atla, and 
sophomore Kushal Aluru, competed against 
many schools in a test of  knowledge. Hosted 
by Southside High School in Greenville, 
South Carolina, the new virtual format of  
the competition proposed a unique challenge 
for the members of  JP’s Quiz Bowl team. 
 “The Southside tournament was fully 
virtual like other tournaments this year,” 
said sophomore Kushal Aluru. “We miss the 
adrenaline rush of  ringing in, but the virtual 
format is a nice adjustment.”
 Despite the difficulties that it posed, 
the virtual format enabled participants to 
compete against schools across the nation, 
allowing for new encounters and experiences 

that would not have been possible through 
physical tournaments amongst local teams. 
The convenience of  online competitions 
was another major advantage.
 “I prefer the virtual format to the normal 
format because it’s much more convenient,” 
said co-captain senior Allen Wang. “For 
example, we went to a South Carolina 
tournament, which we ordinarily never 
would have been able to do.”
 This change in environment and practice 
style did not faze the high-performing team, 
as they managed to secure a second-place 
finish for JP Stevens at the championship 
stage of  the competition. Individual scores 
were also high, as Allen, Joseph, Rajeev, 
and Kushal placed 11th, 12th, 39th, and 
45th, respectively. JP’s national rankings 
also soared as a result of  this performance, 
increasing its ranking to fifth in New Jersey 
and 75th in the nation.
 These rankings allowed the JP team to 
advance to the Quiz Bowl High School 

National Championship Tournament 
(HSNCT) for the second year in a row and 
the PACE Quiz Bowl National Tournament 
for the first time.
 The current Quiz Bowl club originated 
from the JP Stevens History Bowl team. 
Following great success in the National 
History Bowl competitions—including a 24th 
place national finish and multiple individual 
awards—past student and former National 
Geographic Bee champion Karan Menon 
decided to start a new academic club.
 “As President, I’m excited that we’re able 
to accomplish so much as a relatively new 
group,” said senior Joseph George. “While 
the team has been around for a while, we 
just recently started competing in the New 
Jersey circuit. To be ranked 5th in the state 
and 75th in the country is a huge milestone. 
While the team will lose a bit of  support next 
year with seniors graduating, we have a group 
of  juniors and sophomores—recently ranked 
234th—who are making great strides.”
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A New Take on Navidad
 ON FRIDAY, December 18, the JP Stevens 
Spanish Honor Society hosted Navidad, an 
annual event to celebrate the holiday season 
and expand Spanish cultural awareness for 
its 160 junior and senior members. The 
online event was organized by the Spanish 
Honor Society Executive Board, Señora 
Mendez, and a committee consisting of  16 
of  the Society’s members. The event started 
with Sra. Mendez warmly welcoming all 
members on the Zoom call, after which each 
group was sent to their respective breakout 
room. Attendees were invited to participate 
in activities like Navidad-themed bingo, 
Pictionary, and a holiday dance party!
 Each group was led by a member of  
the Executive Board and two committee 
members. Spanish Honor Society Vice 
President senior Nikita Khapre said,  “Each 
activity was a resounding success and taught 
the members about Spanish culture while 
engaging them in collaborative holiday-
themed games.” In the Navidad Bingo 
activity, attendees watched cartoon clips of  

holiday traditions in the Spanish-speaking 
world and listened to famous Christmas 
songs in Spanish to cross off  squares on 
their virtual bingo board. The game also 
required the members to exercise their 
Spanish skills and learn new vocabulary like 
“regalos” (gifts) and “villancicos” (carols).
 “The event made it possible to celebrate 
part of  the holidays with classmates, which 
has become especially hard to do,” said 
senior Vasundhara Kulkarni, who won the 
Navidad bingo game.
 In another activity during the event, the 
members had a chance to listen to catchy 
Spanish tunes. They heard many Spanish 
songs and had to guess the name of  each 
one. Recording Secretary senior Esha Jain 
said that the activity “sparked an interest in 
Spanish music and singers for many of  the 
members” and prompted them to listen to 
more Spanish artists.
 It’s no secret that online school has made 
many students feel isolated and wishing for 
a way to safely connect with their friends. 
Navidad provided this opportunity and 
more; members chatted, laughed, and played 

By SHREYA SHIVAKUMAR, senior
games to celebrate the holiday season while 
learning more about the Spanish language 
and culture. Besides bringing Spanish Honor 
Society members together to celebrate the 
Christmas season, Navidad served to connect 
JP upperclassmen in a stress-free and non-
classroom setting. Recording Secretary 
senior Vivek Rallabandi was “heartened that 
the SHH community came together for the 
virtual Navidad event” and expressed his 
“hope that the SHH can continue to create 
other virtual opportunities for its members 
to engage with each other in 2021.”
 Even though Navidad was reimagined 
into a virtual setting for the first time in the 
Honor Society’s history, the Executive Board 
and committee worked in conjunction to re-
create the warm feeling of  camaraderie from 
Navidad in years past. The Spanish Honor 
Society’s Executive Board and committee are 
extremely proud of  their hard work and the 
success of  the event. They thank all of  their 
fellow members for attending the virtual 
event and will continue to work hard in order 
to fulfill the goals that they strive for as an 
Honors Society.

“When I returned to school for hybrid 
learning, I enjoyed meeting all of  my 
teachers in-person and walking through JP’s 
hallways, things I haven’t been able to do 
since March.”
 With the new hybrid schedule, students 
who chose in-person learning were required 
to be present for their first six periods and 
then they would have an hour to return 
home, eat lunch, and prepare themselves 
for their last two periods of  the day, which 
would be held online.
 “The one-hour lunch break is beneficial 
as it allows students going to school to have 
enough time to go back home and eat with 
time to spare!” said junior Prabhat Mishra, a 
student who chose in-person learning.
 Starting from October 19, the hybrid 
schedule was in place for nearly two months 
until December 7, when a resurgence in 
COVID-19 case numbers led the district to 
return to full-remote learning to protect its 
students, staff, and administrators.

 Throughout the unpredictable nature 
of  hybrid learning, teachers have been 
incredibly supportive. They have had to 
commute to school, teach students, both 
online and in-person, while keeping their 
distance.
 Most teachers only had one complaint—
they miss interacting and communicating 
with their students in-person. Despite these 
challenges, most teachers have managed to 
make the most out of  online learning and 
discovered ways to effectively teach their 
students the course material digitally from 
the comfort of  their homes.
 “Thankfully, I’m tech-savvy, so my hybrid 
experience was not too bad. My toughest 
challenge was teaching with a mask on 
during hybrid instruction. It’s extremely 
difficult!” said Ms. Tolba, an International 
Business and Economics teacher at JP 
Stevens. “Teachers are usually very hands-on 
with learning, so shifting to an online format 
is very difficult for us.”

 Beyond the changes in the classroom, one 
of  the prominent issues surrounding online 
and hybrid learning was whether sports would 
continue—or be postponed until further 
notice. Although most fall sports managed to 
proceed, some of  the winter sports have had 
to postpone their season due to the increasing 
coronavirus cases in our nation.
 With new COVID-19 vaccines being 
approved recently, there is faith that the 
school will be able to resume in-person soon. 
While there has been uncertainty surrounding 
this school year, members of  the school 
community have learned the value of  in-
person interactions.
 Teachers, administrators, students, and 
members of  the Edison community have 
come together during this unpredictable 
school year to create solutions for unexpected 
challenges. They have also found the positive 
aspects of  an otherwise difficult transition 
from in-person school to hybrid and remote 
learning at JP Stevens. 

PAGE 15NEWSFEBRUARY 2021

Online Learning, contd.



Melodies from Home
 ON DECEMBER 22, before students closed 
their computers for the upcoming winter 
break, the JP Stevens Guitar Ensemble 
hosted a holiday concert to exhibit the hard 
work of  its students.
 The JP Guitar Ensemble is a group of  
advanced guitar players who play pieces 
from classical to pop genres while learning 
about the history of  the guitar. For their 
first annual concert of  the 2020-2021 school 
year, students had to adjust to learning 
several pieces on their own and recording 
their individual parts for the concert video.
 Students began preparing in late October 
with music lessons from director Mr. 
Huaman. After countless hours of  practice, 
their performance debuted on YouTube.
 “Learning pieces remotely was difficult, 
but we had each other and Mr. Huaman for 
help,” said senior Anushka Singh, the Media 
Head of  the Guitar Ensemble. 
 The concert was commenced by senior 
Maha Kanakala, the President of  the Guitar 
Ensemble, along with junior Jeremy Waga, 

the Secretary of  the Guitar Ensemble, who 
also introduced the first two pieces of  the 
night. The group first performed “Avanti 
Popolo” and a slower melancholic piece, 
“Valse Triste.’’ These were two mellow 
pieces with rich melodies from “Little Suite 
#5” by John Duarte. The performance 
was pieced together with a collection of  
recordings arranged virtually and included 
Dr. Verdi, the orchestra director, who played 
a melodious viola accompaniment.
 Senior Vibha Kandpal, the Guitar 
Ensemble’s Vice President, then introduced 
the next piece, “Mall Sims,” which is a lively 
traditional English piece written by Andrew 
Forrest and arranged by Mr. Huaman. 
 Following “Mall Sims,” “Tango en Skai,” 
written by Roland Dyens, was skillfully 
played by guitar soloist, junior Owen Wang. 
This solo was a vibrant performance with 
contrasting dynamics and distinct rhythms 
filled with energy and passion. 
 Afterward, the Guitar Ensemble played 
a serene piece, “In the Bleak Midwinter” by 
Gustav Holst, which was another favorite 
piece among the ensemble. 

By MIA ZHONG, freshman
 Finally, senior Rafah Mir, the Librarian 
of  the JP Guitar Ensemble, introduced the 
last performance, a light-hearted piece by 
Leonardo Amadeo called “Zocaron”. 
 For the Guitar Ensemble, there were 
numerous obstacles the students had to 
overcome to bring the make their virtual 
concert a success.
 “With virtual learning, it has been difficult 
to communicate with the ensemble,” said 
senior Maha Kanakala. “Therefore, there 
were times when the pieces seemed to 
be incomplete; however, we adjusted and 
managed to fix the kinks out.”
 Overall, the Guitar Ensemble allowed 
student musicians to build memories and 
connect while still being apart. 
 “The past four years have been amazing, 
and it went by so fast,” said senior Rafah 
Mir. “Mr. Huaman and the ensemble feel 
like family, and this feeling of  togetherness is 
what I will miss the most.”
 Despite the uncertainties of  the year, the 
Guitar Ensemble is still diligently practicing 
remotely and looks forward to future 
performances.

By WRETAM PURKAYASTHA, junior

 ON DECEMBER 23, the JP Stevens 
Orchestra prepared a virtual winter concert 
featuring the Chamber, Camerata, Concert, 
and Cello Ensembles. 
 To begin the concert, the Cello Ensemble 
performed “St. Anthony Chorale” by 
Johannes Brahms, which was a joyful piece 
with a comforting tone, and “Greensleeves,” 
which transported audience members and 
students to the top of  a snowy mountain with 
its familiar tune. The Chamber Ensemble 
played  “Holberg Suite” by Edvard Grieg, 
which features holiday tunes with relaxed 
tones. Meanwhile, the Camerata Ensemble 
played “Tidings of  Comfort and Joy” by 
Michael Story, a familiar piece intertwined 
with exciting and fast-paced movements. 
The Concert Orchestra played “Dance of  
the Harlequins” by Larry Clarke, a piece with 
a joyful and catchy melody.
 The Concert and Chamber orchestras 

held rehearsals together in a socially distant 
manner near the Roosevelt Nursing Home. 
Students brought their own stands and sheet 
music and set up their chairs six feet apart 
from one another so the rehearsal would be 
safe for all attendees. Although this was an 
event that no orchestra member had ever 
experienced before, the students successfully 
accomplished their goal of  performing 
beautiful music for the concert video.  
 “With the help of  Dr. Verdi and Mr. Lee, 
we were able to band together as an orchestra 
and play our hearts out! The concert really 
helped us connect with each other which we 
would not have been able to do otherwise,” 
said violinist junior Sinan Merchant.
 In addition to the challenges that social 
distancing posed, a couple of  groups, 
such as the Cello Ensemble, had double 
the workload this year: they had to learn 
both “Greensleeves” and the “St. Anthony 
Chorale.” Although it was difficult to learn 
the pieces without being able to listen to 

their fellow peers in-person, the members 
of  Orchestra’s Cello Ensemble learned the 
pieces by themselves and put on a successful 
performance. 
 “Orchestra is special to me because it’s like 
a family, and I’m confident I’ll remember my 
orchestra years with much nostalgia,” said 
senior Christopher Cheng.
 Despite the obstacles that the pandemic 
presented, the Chamber, Camerata, Concert 
and Cello Ensembles of  the JPS Orchestra 
have proven that they can still unite to create 
a  spectacular performance for the students 
of  JP Stevens.
 “Even with the circumstances of  the 
pandemic, the students came to an area near 
the Roosevelt Nursing Home to perform. 
It demonstrates our orchestra students’ 
commitment to our music program and a 
sense of  our strong community within the 
orchestra program. I look forward to coming 
back to school and making music together!” 
said director Dr. Verdi.
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By ARUSHI PATIL, junior

 ALTHOUGH THE PANDEMIC has prevented 
students from engaging in traditional holiday 
activities, the JP Stevens Band was still able 
to carry out an exciting holiday concert. This 
concert helped ignite the love for music that 
many band students share, even while apart. 
Practicing and performing pieces of  music 
from the comfort of  their own homes allowed 
band students to stay connected through 
music even while physically apart. The 
musical selection played during the concert 
included the cheerful song “Sleigh Ride’’ 
by Leroy Anderson, which was performed 
by the Wind Ensemble. Consisting of  
students from various grade levels, the Wind 
Ensemble is the most selective ensemble of  
the band program at JP Stevens. Later in the 
concert, the Symphonic Band, combined 
with the Freshman Band, played a slower-
paced song, “Christmas Troika” by James 
Curnow. 

 “This concert was a totally new experience 
for me, but the end result was one that was 
better than I ever expected. I was pleasantly 
surprised at how it all came together with the 
sound and the visuals,” said junior Sharon 
Pan, a clarinet player in the Symphonic Band.
 After learning and practicing the music for 
over a week, the students in both ensembles 
recorded themselves playing their parts on 
SmartMusic—a program that allowed all of  
the students to be in sync with each other, 
resulting in a seamless combination of  all 
the audio clips. Then, all the individual 
music clips were combined to create the final 
performance video. 
 “The editing of  all the individual clips 
made me more aware of  modern music 
technology,” said Mr. Zazzali, one of  the 
band directors.
 The Holiday Concert was a new experience 
for many band members: this was the first 
time students had to record their parts to a 
pre-made audio recording and piece them 

together to create a concert. It was a tricky 
and time-consuming process that required 
cooperation and participation from everyone. 
However, the students adapted quickly and its 
results were successful.
 “I enjoyed playing my part in this concert, 
and I’m glad that we are able to share our 
music with everyone,” said junior Nandini 
Bezawada, a percussionist in the Wind 
Ensemble.
 The positive message this concert spread 
to the JP community was significant. It 
demonstrated that even during the most 
difficult of  times, there are still several things 
that the community can achieve from the 
safety of  everyone’s homes. 
 “Although we didn’t get to perform for the 
school during an assembly or at the elementary 
and middle schools, the final video definitely 
showcased the hard work and practice that 
went into putting the performance together, 
just like any other year,” said bass clarinetist 
senior Abhinav Vayyeti.
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 AS THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC raged on, 
postponing many sports events, Capital 
One’s The Match: Champions for Change 
continued to defy the odds. The series, 
which provided fundraising opportunities 
towards diversity, equality, and inclusion, 
showcased an iconic crossover lineup of  four 
superstars: Phil Mickelson, Charles Barkley, 
Stephen Curry and Peyton Manning. For 
one, Match 2, which aired in May, became 
the most-watched golf  telecast in the history 
of  cable television. During the match, Tom 
Brady and Peyton Manning, two of  the 
greatest quarterbacks of  the NFL, partnered 
up with two of  the best 
golfers in history, Phil 
Mickelson and Tiger 
Woods, respectively. 
In that matchup, 
Manning and Woods 
narrowing squeezed 
out a victory, proving 
to the world that 
the lively spirit of  
sports could not 
be inhibited by the 
pandemic. 
 Airing at 
the end of  
fall, Match 3 
presented a new 
matchup. While 
Phil Mickelson 
and Peyton Manning would continue as 
opponents, there was a new rivalry that 
would be tested during this marquee 
matchup: NBA hall of  famer Charles 
Barkley and and NBA champion Stephen 
Curry. Partnered with Peyton Manning, 
Stephen Curry has an impressive resume in 
the sports industry. As the seventh overall 
pick in the 2009 NBA draft, the Davidson 
College alumnus has racked up numerous 
All-Star and All-NBA appearances, as well 
as becoming the first unanimous NBA Most 
Valuable Player of  the Year. Hailed by many 
analysts as the greatest shooter of  all time, he 
has also led his team to three championships 
in five consecutive Finals appearances. Curry 
has also participated in professional golf  
events before, usually as a pastime when not 
playing basketball. Charles Barkley, an NBA 

Celebrities on the Course
By JUSTIN TAM, sophomore analyst on TNT, also has an impressive 

basketball resume. Although he never won 
a championship in his long-lasting career, 
he did rack up an MVP award in 1993 and 
made the All-NBA team numerous times. 
Barkley also participated in Match 2, albeit 
not in the main event. Participating in 
the “Bogey or Better” challenge, Barkley 
attempted to make a bogey or better to win 
a bet of  $200,000 for charity. Unfortunately, 
he was unable to, but his participation drew 
lots of  talk and, ultimately, a large audience.
 The returning competitors from the 

previous match, Peyton Manning and Phil 
Mickelson, also hold several of  their own 
accolades. Peyton Manning was a two time 
Super Bowl champion, as well as one of  the 
victors of  Match 2. Phil Mickelson has won 
an astounding 44 events on the PGA tour, 
including five major champions. He is one 
of  only 12 players in the history of  golf  to 
win three out of  the four different majors, 
as he captured three Masters titles as well as 
a PGA and Open championship.
 Despite Mickelson’s accomplishments, 
he was still betted against, largely due 
to his partner, Charles Barkley, who was 
known for his erratic and sloppy swings. 
As heavy underdogs, the two fell behind 
during the first hole, but quickly caught up 
and overcame Manning and Curry to seal 
the victory. With chemistry being a key 

component in the victory, the strategy that 
the winners used was cunning: Barkley would 
hit irons off  the tee from his “Chuck tees” 
which were 50-70 yards ahead of  everyone 
else and prioritized power over precision. On 
the other hand, Mickelson would hit approach 
shots, which required more technical skill and 
accuracy. It was seen from the very start that 
Mickelson was mentoring Barkley, giving  wind 
numbers, the location of  the valley, and lots of  
other strategies to consider.
 On the opposite end, while Curry and 
Manning won holes one and eight, it was not 
enough to win the overall match. They were 
unable to get a birdie in any of  the 15 holes, 
while Mickelson and Barkley were able to 
accomplish this feat in two of  the holes, setting 
them up for a final victory. Mickelson ultimately 

claimed the win at hole 15, 
sinking a par putt to halve 
the hole and secure a 
match-play victory.
 Throughout the 
match, there was 
noticeable heckling, 
which usually refers 
to fans challenging 

or harassing the 
opposing team. However, 
in this case, it did not come 
from fans. Instead, several 
highlights of  the match 
banter were from Shaquille 
O’Neal’s commentary, one 
of  Barkley’s close friends and 

part of  the analyst crew. Constantly looking for 
opportunities to crack jokes, O’Neal compared 
Barkley’s inability to read scripts to his inability 
to read the green, though in a comedic 
manner, further adding to the entertainment 
of  the match. All the players had microphones 
on them and were able to listen in to the 
humorous jabs from the TNT Analyst Crew, 
where Barkley would normally be. 
 The match engaged millions of  Americans 
in a bit of  a light-hearted competition while 
accomplishing its fundraising goal, raising 
over $4.4 million dollars. Despite restrictions 
on in-person attendance for fans due to the 
pandemic, the event itself  was a huge success, 
ultimately presenting a unique opportunity to 
enjoy celebrity golf  on television, while also  
raising money for Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities.
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 AS ONE OF THE MOST unusual college 
football seasons in history, there has been a 
high-level of  uncertainty regarding whether 
or not college sports would even take place 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Many 
doubts were quelled when a number of  
universities and conferences began outlining 
a set of  guidelines about the protocol for 
the season. However, there were countless 
instances throughout the season where 
members of  teams tested positive for 
COVID-19, forcing key players and coaches 
to sit out and in some cases, cancelling 
games. Nonetheless, the fans experienced 
jaw-dropping highlights and shocking upsets 
that brought back a sense of  normalcy to the 
season. Ultimately, Notre Dame, Alabama, 
Clemson, and Ohio State were the final four 
remaining in the playoffs. 
 Notre Dame made the College 
Football Playoff  with the help of  
a strong run game and offensive 
line, as they valued time of  
possession and aimed to 
limit turnovers. Quarterback 
Ian Book spearheaded the 
conservative playstyle of  the 
offense, as he threw 15 touchdowns 
to only three interceptions. Running 
back Kyren Williams capitalized 
on Notre Dame’s elite offensive 
line, scoring 13 touchdowns and 
garnering over 1,100 rushing yards. On 
the defensive end, Notre Dame fielded 
elite linebacker prospect Jermiah Owusu-
Koramoah, who helped propel the defense 
to the top of  the nation. However, pundits 
still had their doubts of  Notre Dame due to 
their notorious struggle in important bowl 
games. Ultimately, Notre Dame’s emphasis 
on their run game and defense helped the 
team secure the fourth and final playoff  
spot, setting up a matchup with Alabama in 
the Rose Bowl.
 A lot of  eyes were focused on how Clemson 
Tigers quarterback Trevor Lawrence would 
perform in his junior season. Billed as one 
of  the most complete prospects in history, 
Lawrence faced adversity this year: he tested 
positive COVID-19, forcing him to miss 
two weeks. Without  their star quarterback 
the Tigers struggled, losing an important 

Competing for the Championship
By VARUN KOLACHINA, sophomore game to top-10 Notre Dame. Despite 

the adversity, Lawrence still threw 24 
touchdowns and 3,153 yards, showcasing 
the immense talent and potential that has 
separated him from ordinary quarterback 
prospects. In addition to Lawrence, the 
Tigers had star running back Travis Etienne, 
who set the record for the most games with 
a touchdown at 42. Moreover, the Tigers 
fielded a stifling defense, ranking near the 
top in every defensive category; with their 
elite playmakers on both sides of  the ball, 
the Tigers captured the ACC championship 
in a rematch against Notre Dame and 
earned an appearance against Ohio State in 
the Sugar Bowl. 
 With the Big Ten conference 
starting the season later than other 
conferences, the Ohio S t a t e 

Buckeyes were 
only able to play five 

regular season games, 
half  the length of  a normal schedule. 
However, with their star-studded recruits 
and elite talent, the Buckeyes were able 
to show that they belonged, defeating 
Northwestern in the Big Ten championship. 
Led by quarterback Justin Fields, Ohio 
State sported one of  the best offenses 
in the nation, scoring 41 points per game 
and compiling over 500 yards per game. 
Additionally, the team fielded wide receiver 
Chris Olave and running back Trey Sermon, 
who bolstered the offense and made it 
difficult to focus on Fields. Defensively, 
although the team did not have a star 
defensive lineman as in years past, they 
made up for it with an elite secondary 
headlined by first-round cornerback 
prospect Shaun Wade. Recognizing the 
well-rounded team the Buckeyes sported, 
the Playoff  committee chose them to be 

the third seed in the College Football Playoff, 
looking past their small sample size. In their 
first playoff  game against Clemson, Ohio 
State rewarded the committee trust, as Fields 
threw for over 350 yards and six touchdowns, 
leading Ohio State to a dominating 49-28 Sugar 
Bowl victory over Clemson and a spot in the 
National Championship.
 After missing the College Football Playoff  
the previous year, Alabama rebounded to an 
13-0 record and a SEC championship. Led 
by star receiver Devonta Smith, running back 
Najee Harris, and quarterback Mac Jones, 
Alabama steamrolled through the season, 
winning by an average point differential of  
29.1.  Smith became the fourth wide receiver in 
College Football History to win the Heisman 
trophy with his incredible season, as he paced 
the league with his 23 touchdowns and 1,856 
yards. Jones and Harris had incredible seasons 
of  their own, as they compiled 4,500 passing 
yards and 1,466 rushing yards respectively. 

With Alabama’s potent offense, the 
Playoff  Committee labeled 
Alabama as the clear Number 
one team in the country. Their 
dominance was shown in 
the Rose Bowl, as Alabama 
handly defeated Notre Dame, 

booking a matchup against 
Ohio State in the National 

Championship. In the final game of  
the season, Alabama’s star playmakers 

shined, as Jones threw for over 450 yards and 
five touchdowns while Smith hauled in three 
touchdowns and 215 yards, helping Alabama 
beat Ohio State by a score of  52-24. Due to 
their dominance over the stiff  competition in 
the SEC conference, this Alabama team has 
been compared to the greatest teams of  all-
time; although this debate across generations 
will never be resolved, the accomplishments 
of  the Alabama Crimson Tide will live on in 
college football history.
 Despite the collegiate football season 
looking different from the past, fans were still 
able to get the action they deserved. Teams 
battled for a shot at the National Championship 
with extremely exciting games occurring on a 
weekly basis. And although many were hesitant 
about how the season would play out, teams 
were able to adapt to the circumstances, while 
playing with the same tenacity, to make this 
college football season one for the books. 
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 WITH JUST 72 DAYS after the end of  the 
postseason in the Bubble, the 2020-2021 
NBA regular season was scheduled to begin 
on December 22—the shortest break in 
professional sports history. Due to the 
pandemic, the league decided to reduce the 
regular season to just 72 games. With major 
trades and the results of  the NBA Draft, it 
has been interesting to see how the NBA’s 
75th regular season plays out. 
 Weeks before the season started, the 
Houston Rockets and Washington Wizards 
agreed to a blockbuster trade involving their 
start point guards: the Wizards 
would receive All-NBA player 
Russell Westbrook, while the 
Rockets received former All-Star 
John Wall and a first-round pick. 
Both players were set to receive 
over $80 million over the next 
two seasons, as well as the option 
of  over $45 million for the 2022-
2023 season. Weeks after, 
the Rockets engaged 
in yet another major 
blockbuster trade 
involving the Nets, 
Cavaliers, and 
the Pacers. The 
Rockets sent 
James Harden to 
Brooklyn, setting 
up a superteam 
roster for the 
Nets with the trio 
of  Harden, Irving, and Durant while the 
Rockets received three first-round picks, 
four first-round pick swaps, and former 
Indiana Pacers guard Victor Oladipo. The 
Pacers received guard Caris LeVert from 
the Nets while the Cavaliers acquired center 
Jarrett Allen and forward Taurean Prince 
also from Brooklyn. With the trade, the 
Nets have a roster with three of  the NBA’s 
top scoring players; although the team has 
tantalizing offensive potential, the team 
lacks quality defenders and depth, leading to 
critics having doubts on whether the Nets 
could beat other potential championship 
contenders. Nonetheless, Harden’s scoring 
ability coupled with Durant’s length and 
versatility that poses challenges for defenders 

Bouncing Back from the Bubble
By ASHNA VARMA, junior and Irving’s quickness and explosiveness has 

helped Brooklyn solidify its status as one of  
the NBA’s championship contenders. 
 The NBA Draft on November 18 also 
brought many prospects to watch out for 
this season. With the first overall pick in the 
draft, the Minnesota Timberwolves selected 
an athletic shooting guard out of  the 
University of  Georgia, Anthony Edwards. 
Edwards provides the Timberwolves with 
an explosive finisher and a rangy defender 
to pair with all-stars D’Angelo Russell 
and Karl-Anthony Towns. The Golden 
State Warriors selected Memphis center 
James Wiseman with the second pick of  

the draft. Standing at 7’1”, Wiseman has 
the athletic traits to become a lockdown 
defender, excellent rebounder and an 
underrated offensive threat. Following 
the Warriors were the Charlotte Hornets, 
who selected guard LaMelo Ball with the 
third overall pick. Ball has been a top high 
school prospect since his freshman year at 
Chino Hills High School, where he won the 
state championship with his older brothers 
LiAngelo and Lonzo Ball. Unlike other 
prospects, Ball played professionally in the 
Lithuanian League and then the National 
Basketball League (NBL) in Australia. Ball 
is expected to bring his excellent court-
eye vision as well as his elite ball-handling, 
rebounding, and passing abilities to the 

NBA this season. With these new players 
entering the court, it will be interesting to see 
which young talent will become a contender for 
the 2020-2021 Rookie of  the Year. 
 The new season has also consisted of  
new rosters that will create championship 
contending teams to look out for. In addition 
to the Brooklyn Nets’ Big Three, other teams 
also pose a threat for a title run. After winning 
last year’s championship, the Los Angeles 
Lakers remain one of  the top teams in the 
league. Superstars Lebron James and Anthony 
Davis will be a duo to look out for on the court 
again this year, with contributions from role-
players Kyle Kuzma and Kentavious Caldwell-

Pope. Additionally, the Lakers 
acquired Sixth-Man of  the Year 
winner Montrezl Harrell, boosting 

their chances of  repeating as 
champions.Their city rivals, 
the Los Angeles Clippers, are 

also championship contenders 
this year with their star duo of  

their own, Kawhi Leonard and 
Paul George; in order to make 

up for last season’s 
playoff  collapse, the 
Clippers must improve 
upon their teamwork 
to be prepared for 
the challenges and 
the adversity that the 
playoffs provide. In the 
East, the Milwaukee 
Bucks secured 
superstar Giannis 
Antetokounmpo with 

a five-year supermax extension and brought in 
former all-star point guard Jrue Holiday from 
the Pelicans. Coupled with All-star wing Khris 
Middleton and role players Brook Lopez and 
Donte DiVincenzo, the Bucks have the talent 
to be one of  the top teams in the Eastern 
Conference. Moreover, as the reigning Eastern 
Conference Champions, the Miami Heat also 
have the potential to compete this season with 
All-Star forward Jimmy Butler returning and 
rising stars Bam Adebayo and Tyler Herro 
developing.
 With reshuffled franchises and returning 
contenders, the unpredictability of  who will 
be hoisting the Larry O’Brien Trophy in 2021 
remains, especially with pivotal moments and 
surprises continuing en-route to the Finals.



Rising Stars

AFTER A 
SPECTACULAR 

28-2 season last year, 
the JP girls volleyball team 

has shown that they have some 
of  the best players in the state. One 

of  these players is junior Joyce Chen, 
who has been playing volleyball since 7th 

grade and has played in, and outside, of  school 
ever since. When Irene Quan became injured 

during the GMC Championship against Colonia last 
year, Joyce had to unexpectedly fill in and play outside 

hitter. Despite the pressure, she was able to step up and 
help her team win GMC’s as a sophomore. Joyce recalled some 
of  her favorite moments from last season happening during the 
Colonia, Piscataway, and Union City games, where she amassed an 
impressive ten kills, three blocks, and seven service points. During 
the pandemic, Joyce continues to train with her club team; she looks 
forward to continuing her club season and to hopefully pick 
up where the team left off  in March. Heading into her third 
season, Joyce’s goal is to “improve [her] hitting efficiency 
and to make [her] serve, receiving, and defense more 

consistent.” She hopes to have a normal season 
and help the team win many games in the 

future.

KARLY WITTENBAUER IS a three-year basketball star who earned her role as varsity co-captain during her 

sophomore season. She grew up in a sports household and was inspired to play the sport at age four. 

Since joining the JP team, she has continuously improved, averaging eleven points and five rebounds 

per game by her sophomore season. Remarkable performances include her career-high twenty-six 

point game against Perth Amboy, as well as her nineteen point performance in a double-overtime 

victory against South Brunswick last season. Though the pandemic has affected her routine, Karly 

has continued to work hard and “rely on discipline, rather than motivation, to ensure [she does] 

something athletically productive every day.” This upcoming season, Karly hopes to win as many 

games as possible despite the shortened schedule, while also ensuring the safety of  her team.

EVEN DURING SUCH unusual times, the athletes at 
JP Stevens have demonstrated great enthusiasm and 
commitment towards their respective sports. They have 
not relaxed through their extended off-seasons, and 
have continued to train hard to improve their skills. 
These athletes represent important characteristics that 
this school strives to emphasize, and are a look into the 
promising future of  the JP Athletics Department.

By KAREENA PANDYA, senior, 
ASHWIN BHASKAR, junior, 

and SHLOK PARAB and SAMARTH PAREKH, sophomores



AT EIGHT YEARS old, Keyshawn 
Winchester was inspired by his family 
to play basketball and has continued to 
show his passion for the game since then. 
He started off  his high school career at 
JP with remarkable success when he was 
selected as one of  the only freshmen 
to play on varsity. In his first year, he 
averaged 11 points and three assists 
per game. Moreover, in a crucial game 
against rival East Brunswick, Keyshawn 
scored his career high of  21 points, 
showcasing his impressive scoring ability. 
Throughout just 24 games, he was able to 
accumulate over 250 points. Outside of  
school, Keyshawn has also played AAU 
basketball with the NJ Panthers, giving 
him more opportunities to develop as 
an athlete. His incredible success can no 
doubt be attributed to his positive and 
determined mindset. In the upcoming 
season, Keyshawn aims to improve his 
scoring average and help his team achieve 
a positive record. He remains dedicated 
to working hard to bring as much success 
as he can to the JP boys basketball team.

MIHIR PATEL STARTED BASEBALL at 
the age of  five after being inspired by 
his brother. After seeing his potential, 
his coaches encouraged him to 
pursue baseball and since then, he has 
dedicated himself  to the sport. For his 
training regimen, Mihir conditions and 
strengthens before practicing pitching. 
His primary focus is to continue building 
his strength and technique “to further 
improve [his] pitching while maintaining 
a healthy arm.” With these workouts, 
Mihir has excelled as a pitcher for both 
JP and his club team, the Diamond Jacks. 
In a school game against Linden High, 
Mihir threw five strikeouts in just two 
innings. And like any other player, Mihir 
has a certain moment in his athletic 
career that he will never forget: the 
Cooperstown Homerun Derby where he 
won the competition with a grand total 
of  18 home runs. As a junior, Mihir hopes 
to lead the team to a state championship 
before he graduates and advance his 
athletic career to the collegiate level.

NICOLETTE DISERIO BEGAN playing 
softball at age five, where she played 
T-Ball for North Edison Baseball and 
Softball. At 11, she pursued a more 
competitive league, playing for club 
team Diamond to Boardroom in an 
18U league with tournaments, friendlies, 
and showcases along the East Coast. To 
maintain her high-level of  play, Nicolette 
follows a strict workout routine, even 
during the offseason. She focuses on 
strength, conditioning, and hitting 
once a week with her team, while also 
training individually. Previously a catcher, 
Nicolette’s goal is to ease her transition 
into her new shortstop position by 
“continuing to improve on [her] 
footwork, speed, and form.” When asked 
about her favorite memory, she talked 
about her first JP summer game against 
Edison High School this past summer 
because she was able to play with and 
against old teammates. Nicolette is 
looking forward to the spring season 
where she hopes to help JP achieve a 
stellar record. 

JUNIOR MATEJ VIRIZLAY started playing soccer when he was four years old. He was inspired to play sports by his family, as 
his mother was a skier and his father played multiple sports. Starting on a local club team and moving to club soccer, Matej 
began to understand the game better alongside his teammates. Advancing to the high school level, his skills continued to 
progress as he soon became a starter for varsity. Matej’s training regimen consists of  speed and agility training, as well as 
shooting practice, and works to improve his ball skills and help him maintain possession. This allowed him to score three 
goals this season at the midfield position and earn the Raptor Award for Best Midfield Player of  the Week. He credits his 
achievements to his discipline and ability to learn from past mistakes. Matej “greatly respects [the] high efforts from his 
teammates and hopes to inspire them” through his positive mentality. Next season, Matej plans to help his team advance 
further in the state and GMC tournaments.

KARLY WITTENBAUER IS a three-year basketball star who earned her role as varsity co-captain during her 

sophomore season. She grew up in a sports household and was inspired to play the sport at age four. 

Since joining the JP team, she has continuously improved, averaging eleven points and five rebounds 

per game by her sophomore season. Remarkable performances include her career-high twenty-six 

point game against Perth Amboy, as well as her nineteen point performance in a double-overtime 

victory against South Brunswick last season. Though the pandemic has affected her routine, Karly 

has continued to work hard and “rely on discipline, rather than motivation, to ensure [she does] 

something athletically productive every day.” This upcoming season, Karly hopes to win as many 

games as possible despite the shortened schedule, while also ensuring the safety of  her team.



GIVE YOUR CHILD THE GIFT OF EDUCATION

We offer a wide range of courses and class styles in order to benefit you 
and your child! Not only can you schedule in-person classes, but online(skype) 
lessons  are available for your convenience.  Group lessons are a great oppons 
as well, and you can bring a friend along!.  Our flexibility applies to our sched-
uling as well, making it easy to fit a class in even on a busy day 

ACADEMY FOR EDUCATION ENHANCEMENT 
onsite and online oppon available

CALL 732-236-4699

TUTORING PROVIDED IN 

Mathemaacs

Science

English 

Mathemaacs

English 

History

- Albert Einstein

www.ae2learning.com

Bring this adverasement for free one hour class 


